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and the siege might be considered as then concluded.
The evening set in dark, and the rain began to fall
before the several parties had evacuated the city.*
During the night, a tremendous tempest, such as the
Spaniards had rarely witnessed, and such as is known
only within the tropics, burst over the Mexican Valley.
The thunder, reverberating from the rocky amphi-
theatre of hills, bellowed over the waste of waters, and
shook the Zeocallis and crazy tenements of Tenochtitlan
__the few that yet survived—to their foundations. The
lightning scemed to cleave asunder the vault of heaven,
as its vivid flashes wrapped the whole scene in a ghastly
glare, for 2 moment, t0 be again swallowed up in dark-
ness. The war of elements was in unison with the
fortunes of the ruined city. It seemed as if the deities
of Anahuac, scared from their ancient abodes, were

a2 Toribio, Hist. de los Ind., MS., Parte 3, cap. 7.—Sahagun, Hist.
de Nueva-Espafia, MS,, lib. 12, cap. 42.—Bernal Diaz, Hist, de la
Congquista, cap. 156.—" The lord of Mexico having surrendered,”
says Cortés, in his letter to the emperor, * the war, by the blessing of
Heaven, was brought to an end, on Wednesday, the 13th day of
August, 1521, So that from the day when we first sat down before
the city, which was the goth of May, until its final occupation, seventy-
five days elapsed.” (Rel. Terc., ap. Lorenzana, p. 300.) It is not
easy to tell what event occurred on May goth to designate the be-
ginning of the siege. Clavigero considers it the occupation of Cojo=
huaecan by Olid. (Stor. del Messico, tom. iil. p. 196.) But I know
not on what anthority. Neither Bernal Diaz, nor Herrera, nor Cortés,
so fixes the date. Indeed, Clavigero says that Alyarado and Olid
left Tezcuco May zoth, while Cortés says May toth. Perhaps Cortés
dates from the time when Sandoval established himself on the northern
causeway, and when the complete investment of the capital began.
Bernal Diaz, more than once, speaks of the siege as lasting three
months, computing, probably, from the time when his own division,
under Alvarado, took up its position at Tacuba.
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they feebly tottered along, squalid, and but half cov-
ered with rags, that disclosed at every step hideous
gashes, some recently received, others festering from
long neglect, and carrying with them an atmosphere
of contagion. Their wasted forms and famine-stricken
faces told the whole history of the siege; and, as the
straggling files gained the opposite shore, they were
observed to pause from time to time, as if to take one
more look at the spot so lately crowned by the im-
perial city, once their pleasant home, and endeared to
them by many a glorious recollection.

On the departure of the inhabitants, measures were
immediately taken to purify the place, by means of
numerous fires kept burning day and night, especially
in the infected quarter of Tlatelolco, and by collect-
ing the heaps of dead, which lay mouldering in the
streets, and consigning them to the earth. Of the
whole number who perished in the course of the siege
it is impossible to form any probable computation.
The accounts range widely, from one hundred and
twenty thousand, the lowest estimate, to two hundred
and forty thousand.® The number of the Spaniards

3 Cortés estimates the losses of the enemy in the three several
assaults at 67,000, which with 50,000 whom he reckons to have per-
ished from famine and disease would give 117,000, (Rel. Terc., ap.
Lorenzana, p. 298, et alibi.) But this is exclusive of those who fell
previously to the commencement of the vigorous plan of operations
for demolishing the city. Ixtlilxochitl, who seldom allows any one to
beat him in figures, puts the dead, in round numbers, at 240,000, cOMm=
prehending the flower of the Aztec nobility. (Venida delos Espafioles,
p. 51.) Bernal Diaz observes, more generally, * I have read the story
of the destruction of Jerusalem, but I doubt if there was as great

mortality there as in this siege; for there was assembled in the city an
immense number of Indian warriors from all the provinces and towns
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who fell was comparatively small, but that of the allies
must ha?fe been large, if the historian of Tezcuco is
correct in asserting that thirty thousand perished of
his own countrymen alone.# That the number of
those destroyed within the city was-immense cannot -
be doubted, when we consider that, besides its own
redundant population, it was thronged with that of
the nc?ighboriug towns, who, distrusting their strength
to resist the enemy, sought protection within its walls.

Th.e booty found there—that is, the treasures of gold
and jewels, the only booty of much value in the eyes
of" the Spaniards—fell far below their expectations. It
did not exceed, according to the general’s statement
a huydred and thirty thousand castellanos of gold in:
f:ludlﬂg the sovereign’s share, which, indeed ta{cing
into account many articles of curious and costl,y work-
manship, voluntarily relinquished by the army, greatly
exceeded his legitimate fifth.®® Vet the Aztecs must
have been in possession of a much larger treasure, if it

Su}.ﬁject to Mexico, the most of whom perished.” (Hist. de la Con-
qg:sta, cap. 156.) “I have conversed,” says Oviedo “.with man.

hidalgos and other persons, and have heard them say t}'lat the numb .
of the dead was incalculable,—greater than that at Jerusalem :
described by Josephus." (Hist. de las Ind., MS., lib. 30 z:_a ,Das
As_ ?he estimate of the Jewish historian amounts ‘;o 1,100 ooop(ﬁj.,'x‘clE
quities of the Jews, Eng. trans., book vii. chap. xvii.), the c'cmpa.rison
may Staigger the most accommodating faith. It will be safer to dis-
pense with arithmetic where the data are too loose and slippery t

afford a foothold for getting at truth. gt

37 Ixtlilxochitl, Venida de los Espafioles, p. 51.

38 Rcl..Terc., ap. Lorenzana, p. 301.—Oviedo goes into some fur-
ther pa-rtlculars respecting the amount of the treasure, and especiall
of : the imperial fifth, to which I shall have occasion to advert here'tfmy
Hist. de las Ind., MS,, lib. 33, cap. 31, oy

r7¥
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were only the wreck of that recovered from the Span-
jards on the night of the memorable flight from
Mexico. Some of the spoil may have been sent away
from the capital, some spent in preparations for dfe—
fence, and more of it buried in the earth, or sunk. in
the water of the lake. Their menaces were not with-
out 2 mesning. They had, at least, the satisfaction of
disappointing the avarice of their enemies.

Cortés had no further occasion for the presence
of his Indian allies. He assembled the chiefs of- the
different squadrons, thanked them for their services,
noticed their valor in flattering terms, and, after dis-
tributing presents among them, with the assurance t’t.lat
his master the emperor would recompense their fidelity
yet more largely, dismissed them to their own homle's.
They carried off a liberal share of the spoils of ‘whlch
they had plundered the dwellings,—not of a kind to
excite the cupidity of the Spaniards,—and returned in
triumph, short-sighted ¢riumph | at the success of their
expedition and the downfall of the Aztec dyna.sty.

Great, also, was the satisfaction of the Spamard§ at
this brilliant termination of their long and laborious
campaign. They were, indeed, disappointed at .the
small amount of treasure found in the conquerec-l city.
But the soldier is usually too much absorbed in the
present to give much heed to the future ; ar_ld, though
their discontent showed itself afterwards in a more
clamorous form, they now thought only of their tr}-
umph, and abandoned themselves to jubilee. Cortes
celebrated the event by a banquet, as sumptuous as
circumstances would permit, to which all the (;a,vahefs
and officers were invited. Loud and long was their
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revelry, which was carried to such an excess as pro-
voked the animadversion of Father Olmedo, who inti-
mated that this was not the fitting way to testify their
sense of the favors shown them by the Almighty. Cor-
tés admitted the justice of the rebuke, but craved some
indulgence for asoldier’s license in the hour of victory.
The following day was appointed for the commemora-
tion of their successes in a more suitable manner.

A procession of the whole army was then formed,
with Father Olmedo at its head. The soiled and
tattered banners of Castile, which had waved over
many a field of battle, now threw their shadows on the
peaceful array of the soldiery, as they slowly moved
along, rchearsing the litany, and displaying the image
of the Virgin and the blessed symbol of man’s re-
demption. The reverend father pronounced a dis-
course, in which he briefly reminded the troops of their
great cause for thankfulness to Providence for conduet-
ing them safe through their long and perilous pilgrim-
age ; and, dwelling on the responsibility incurred Dby
their present position, he besought them not to abuse
the rights of conquest, but to treat the unfortunate
Indians with humanity. The sacrament was then ad-
ministered to the commander-in-chief and the principal
cavaliers, and the services concluded with a solemn
thanksgiving to the God of battles, who had enabled

them to carry the banner of the Cross triumphant over
this barbaric empire.®

39 Herrera, Hist. general, dec. 3, lib. 2, cap. 8.—Bernal Diaz, Hist,
de la Conquista, cap. 156.—Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva-Espaiia, MS,,
lib. 12, cap. 42.—Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS,, lib. 33, cap. 3o.—-
Ixtlilxochitl, Venida de los Espafioles, pp. 5I, 52.
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Thus, after a siege of nearly three months’ duration,
unmatched in history for the constancy and courage
of the besieged, seldom surpassed for the severity of
its sufferings, fell the renowned capital of the Aztecs.
Unmatched, it may be truly said, for constancy and
courage, when we recollect that the door of capitula-
ticn on the most honorable terms was left open to them
throughout the whole blockade, and that, sternly re-
jecting every proposal of their enemy, they, to a man,
preferred to die rather than surrender. More than
three centuries had elapsed since the Aztecs, a poor
and wandering tribe from the far Northwest, had come
on the plateau. There they built their miserable col-
lection of huts on the spot—as tradition tells us—
prescribed by the oracle. Their conquests, at first
confined to their immediate neighborhood, gradually
covered the Valley, then, crossing the mountains,
swept over the broad extent of .the table-land, de-
‘scended its precipitous sides, and rolled onwards to
‘he Mexican Gulf and the distant confines of Central
America. Their wretched capital, meanwhile, keeping
pace with the enlargement of territory, had grown into
a flourishing city, filled with buildings, monuments of
art, and a numerous population, that gave it the first
rank among the capitals of the Western World. At
this crisis came over another race from the remote
East, strangers like themselves, whose coming had also
been predicted by the oracle, and, appearing on the
plateau, assailed them in the very zenith of their pros-
perity, and blotted them out from the map of nations
forever! "The whole story has the air of fable rather than
of history ! a legend of romance,—a tale of the genii!
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di;[:{t) 1v'e:eﬂ(:amno‘t regret the fall of an empire which
. ittle to promote the happiness of its subjects or
real interests of humanity. Notwithstanding tl
lustre thr_own over its latter days by the glorioug d]E
fence of its capital, by the mild munificence of M -
tezuma, by the dauntless heroism of Guatemozin {:}?e
i:lf:ﬁz twgre: errgpha]tjicaliy a fierce and brutal race, l’ittle
ulated, in their best aspects, to excite our sympath
and regard. Their civilization’ such as i i
their own, but reflected, perh;ps inla;ei'?e‘;?ls; ‘:’_?;EOt
race whom they had succeeded in the land. I; was -
respect to the Astecs, a generous graft on a vic',om
sEock, and could have brought no fruit to perfecﬁ1 -
They ruled over their wide domains with a sword ?2-
:]:Zaccl oil _a'sceptre‘. They did nothing to amelic:rate
condition or in any way promote the progress of
thjen: vassals. Their vassals were serfs, used only t
minister to their pleasure, held in awe ,by armed y'u?
risons, ground to the dust by imposts in peace g(b_
military conscriptions in war. They did not liké thi
Romans, whom they resembled in the nature, of their
conquests, extend the rights of citizenship to the con-
quered. They did not amalgamate them into one
great nation, with common rights and interests. The
held them as aliens,—even those who in th;-:‘ Valley
were gathered round the very walls of the capital Thz
Aztec metropolis, the heart of the monarchy hz;d not
a sympathy, not a pulsation, in common with’ the rest
of the body politic. It was a stranger in its own ]ané
The. Aztecs not only did not advance the conditicn;
of their vassals, but, morally speaking, they did much

. ] .
to deg[ade it. {0“‘ can a nation “he (= l 1Iman sacri-
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fices prevail, and especially when cr?ﬁj.l?ine.d w;th éa;:,
nibalism, further the march of civilization s
can the interests of humanity be consulted, \.vhe:e t%';m
is levelled to the rank of the brutes th?.t perish -16:
influence of the Aztecs introduced tllwar gloo.my s.)upcr-
stition into lands before unacqus_unted ‘ with it, e(:;
where, at least, it was not estabh_shed in any im
strength. The example of the capital was f:cal:1tag : 1‘;
As the latter increased in opulence, the rehgpus ce 3
brations were conducted with still more terrlbh'e 1-1‘151%;i
nificence; in the same manner as the gladl?tor}
shows of the Romans increased in pomp with ;1e.11:;
creasing splendor of the capital. Men became M];n 1.1
with scenes of horror and the most loathsome a.om -
nations. Women and children—the whole natlon—;
became familiar with and assisted at them. 'Ithc hea{r
was hardened, the manners wWere rpade fertmlc)us,'lté1 1;
feeble light of civilization, transm%tted froms mlands
race, was growing fainter and' f?.mter, as tlous -
and thousands of miserable victims, thmug;cn:fSl 5
empire, were yearly fattened in 1ts 'cages, sacri 1‘ce T(; 3
its altars, dressed and served at its banquets! s
whole land was converted into vast human s_ha.m. es!
The empire of the Aztecs did not fall befo:Te_lts tm?e,;h-
Whether these unparalleled outlmfg,es ﬁ?lnlsh; s; :
cient plea to the Spaniards for their invasion, W et en,t
with the Protestant, we are content to ﬁnd' a \far]‘ran
for it in the natural rights and fiemands of cwnlmatloog
or, with the Roman Catholic, in the good pleasg;ethe
the Pope,—on the one or other (_Jf wh}ch 1grog;s 2
conquests by most Christian natlo?s ‘m the -
the West have been defended,—it is unnecessary
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discuss, as it has already been considered in a former
chapter. It is more material to inquire whether, as-
suming the right, the conquest of Mexico was con-
ducted with a proper regard to the claims of humanity.
And here we must admit that, with all allowance for
the ferocity of the age and the laxity of its principles,
there are passages which every Spaniard who cherishes
the fame of his countrymen would be glad to see ex-
punged from their history; passages not to be vin-
dicated on the score of self-defence, or of necessity
of any kind, and which must forever leave a dark spot
on the annals of the Conquest. And yet, taken as a
whole, the invasion, up to the capture of the capital,
was conducted on principles less revolting to humanity
than most, perhaps than any, of the other conquests
of the Castilian crown in the New World.

It may seem slight praise to say that the followers
of Cortés used no blood-hounds to hunt down their
wretched victims, as in some other parts of the Con-
tinent, nor exterminated a peaceful and submissive
population in mere wantonness of cruelty, as in the
Islands. Yet it is something that they were not so far
infected by the spirit of the age, and that their swords
were rarely stained with blood unless it was indispen-
sable to the success of their enterprise. Even in the
last siege of the capital, the sufferings of the Aztecs,
terrible as they were, do not imply any unusual cruelty
in the victors; they were not greater than those in-
flicted on their own countrymen at home, in many a
memorable instance, by the most polished nations, not
merely of ancient times, but of our own. They were
the inevitable consequences which follow from war




