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when, instead of being confined to its legitimate field,
it is brought home to the hearthstone, to the peaceful
community of the city,—its burghers untrained to
arms, its women and children yet more defenceless.
In the present instance, indeed, the sufferings of the
besieged were in a great degree to be charged on
themselves,—on their patriotic but desperate self-devo-
tion. It wasnot the desire, as certainly it was not the
interest, of the Spaniards to destroy the capital or its
inhabitants. When any of these fell into their hands,
they were kindly entertained, their wants supplied, and
every means taken to infuse into them a spirit of con-
ciliation ; and this, too, it should be remembered, in
despite of the dreadful doom to which they consigned
their Christian captives. The gates ofa fair capitulation
were kept open, though unavailingly, to the last hour.
The right of conquest necessarily implies that of
using whatever force may be necessary for overcoming
resistance to the assertion of that right. For the
Spaniards to have done otherwise than they did would
have been to abandon the siege, and, with it, the con-
quest of the country. To have suffered the inhabitants,
with their high-spirited monarch, to escape, would but
have prolonged the miseries of war by transferring it
to another and more inaccessible quarter. They liter-
ally, so far as the success of the expedition was con-
cerned, had no choice. If our imagination is struck
with the amount of suffering in this and in similar
scenes of the Conquest, it should be borne in mind
that it was a natural result of the great masses of men
engaged in the conflict. The amount of suffering does
hot of itself show the amount of cruelty which caused

REFLECTIONS.

205§
it ; and it is but justice to the Conquerors of Mexico
to say that the very brilliancy and importance of their
ex_pllolts have given a melancholy celebrity®to their
il.u;(‘eeds, and thrown them into somewhat bolder re~
1ef than stri : i
: strictly belongs to them. It is proper that

s much should be stated, not to excuse their ex-
cesses, Ibut that we may be enabled to make a more
impartial estimate of their conduct as compared with
that of other nations under similar circumstances, and
thgt we may not visit them with peculiar obloquy for
evils which necessarily flow from the condition of

” 3

war.4 I have not drawn a veil over these evils; for
the historian should not shrink from depicting in their
true colors the atrocities of a condition over which
success is apt to throw a false halo of glory, but which,
bursting asunder the strong bonds of human fellowship,
pur_chases its triumphs by arming the hand of man
against his broi_:her, makes a savage of the civilized,
and kindles the fires of hell in the bosom of the savage

4 By none has this obloguy been poured with such unsparing hana
on the heads .of the old Conquerors as by their own descendants, the
mo.ciern Mexicans. Ixtlilxochitl's editor, Bustamante, concludes an
animated invective against the invaders with recommending that a

mon.umcnt should be raised on the spot—now dry land—where Guate-
mozin was taken, which, as the proposed inscription itself intimates
shoulld .”dcvote to eternal execration the detested memory of IhES(;
banditti!” (Venida de los Espafioles, p. 52, nota.) One would sup-
;fo‘se that the pure Aztec blood, uncontaminated by a drop of Cas-
tilian, flowed in the veins of the indignant editor and his compatriots,
or at least that their sympathies for the conquered race would make
thcm‘anxluus to reinstate them in their ancient rights. Notwith-
standing these bursts of generous indignation, however, which plenti-
fully season the writings of the Mexicans of our day, we do not find
that the Revolution, or any of its nun:erous brood of pronunciamientos,

has resulted in restoring to them an acre of their ancient territory.
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Whatever n:xay be thought of the Conqucf,st in a moral
view, regarded as a military achievement 1t must ﬁll_us
with ast@nishment. That a handful of adventurers, in-
differently armed and equipped, should .have landed on
the shores of a powerful empire inhabited by a fierce
and warlike race, and, in defiance of the reu;-er&ted
prohibitions of its sovercign, have forced their way
into the interior ;—that they should have done this
without knowledge of the language or of the land,
without chart or compass to guide them, without any
idea of the difficulties they were to encounter, totally
uncertain whether the next step might bring them on a
hostile nation or on a desert, feeling their way along
in the dark, as it were ;—that, though neaﬂy. over-
whelmed in their first encounter with the in.habltants,
they should have still pressed on to the capital of the
empire, and, having reached it, thrown t}jxemselves un-
hesitatingly into the midst of their enemics ;—that, so
far from being daunted by the extraordinary spectacle
there exhibited of power and civilization, they s?m.uld
have been but the more confirmed in their original
design ;—that they should have seized the mo?arch,
have executed his ministers before the eyes of his sub-

jects, and, when driven forth with ruin from the gates,
have gathered their scattered wreck together, and, a.fj;er
a system of operations pursued with cons:_lmmate polilcy
and daring, have succeeded in overturning the capital
and establishing their sway over the country ;—that all
this should have been so effected by a mere handful of
indigent adventurers, is a fact little s%n:')rt of the miracu-
lous,—too startling for the probabilities deman(;led by
fiction, and without a parallel in the pages of history.

REFLECTIONS. a5

Yet this must not be understood too literally ; for it
would be unjust to the Aztecs themselves, at least to
their military prowess, to regard the Conquest as directly
achieved by the Spaniards alone. This would indeed
be to arm the latter with the charmed shield of Rug-
giero, and the magic lance of Astolfo, overturning its
hundreds at a touch. The Indian empire was in a
manner conquered by Indians. The first terrible
encounter of the Spaniards with the Tlascalans, which
had nearly proved their ruin, did in fact insure their
success. It secured to them a strong native support on
which to retreat in the hour of trouble, and round
which they could rally the kindred races of the land
for one great and overwhelming assault. The Aztec
monarchy fell by the hands of its own subjects, under
the direction of European sagacity and science. Had
it been united, it might have bidden defiance to the
invaders. As it was, the capital was dissevered from
the rest of the country, and the bolt, which might
have passed off comparatively harmless had the empire
been cemented by a common principle of loyalty and
patriotism, now found its way into every crack and
crevice of the ill-compacted fabric and buried it in its
own ruins. Its fate may serve as a striking proof that
1 government which does not rest on the sympathies
of its subjects cannot long abide; that human institu-
tions, when not connected with human prosperity and
progress, must fall, —if not before the increasing light
of civilization, by the hand of violence; by violence
from within, if not from without. And who shall
lament their fall?
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With the events of this Book terminates the hismry., by Solis, of
the Conguista de Méjico; a history, in many points of view, th-'z most
remarkable in the Castilian language. Don Amonm'de Solis was
born of a respectable family, in October, 1610, s_,t Alcalela. de I'.len‘are.s,
the nursery of science, and the name of which is associated 131 bl._)a_lln
with the brightest ornaments of both church an_d state. iSDhs‘-“ht;j e
very young, exhibited the sparks of fuh_u'fa_ genius, espcmé‘ll_'lj.’ 1m H:
vivacity of his imagination and a sensibility ‘t.o the beautiful. :
showed a decided turn for dramatic composition, and prodxinxu a
comedy, at the age of seventeen, which w':.zuld haw‘: Ieﬁec_ted. crcdlt;:
a riper age. He afterwards devoted l?l_rnself with assxdm‘q;1 mt b
study of ethics, the fruits of which are ‘v1.51b1c in th-e moral zef ection
which give a didactic character to the hght_cst of his composmo;s. i

At the usual age he entered the University of Sn’la-tmanc.a, an w;i
through the regular course of the canon and. cm.l law. t1(3u‘c ; )1:
imaginative spirit of Solis took much more delight in the sz l ?e e
of the Muses than in the severe discipline of the schools; and he ?1:0-
duced a number of pieces for the theatre, much cs‘teemed for the 115}1:-
ness of the diction and for the ingenious and delicate texture o_f ; cel
intrigue. Iis taste for dramatic composition was, no doubt, ]]0;.[1:15 l_ec‘
by his intimacy with the great Ca.].deron,.for whose dra.ma; bu,‘ll[.:o _nt
pared several foas, or prologues. The amiable manners anC r; 1ade
acquisitions of Solis recommended him tc? the. favor of theT 1;:)111 t:mrs

Oropesa, Viceroy of Navarre, who made ‘;.nm his sccretarg.r‘;1 : (- Zrds

written by him while in the service of this nof;}lcm:m, and a te;\» Om:

have some of them been given to the public, e.m(l are much ¢ ;

mended for the suavity and elegance of expression characteristic of
» writings of their author.

all'It‘i(u; :ii;i?ng reputation of Solfs attracted the notice of the Co;rt,

und in 1661 he was made secretary of the q‘ueen dowager,—an o 122

which he had declined under Philip the onxrtltn,—'a:nfl he WasfathE

preferred to the still more important post of .Iilstor{ctgrapimer nb e

Indies, an appointment which stimulated his ambition tFo a iﬁ

carcer, different from anything he hs?d yet attempted. .we yfam

after this event, at the age of fifty-six, he ma.dfz a mos; {lx}porqlld
change in his way of life, by embracing the rehgio_us pro a:;:smdx:;éon_

was admitted to priest’s orders in 1666. FTO]n‘thlS time ._3 d:t i

tinued his addresses to the comic M.use,' and, if wrlz m?_v cre’!i : h.‘

biographers, even refused, from conscientious scruples, to engag

the composition of the religious dramas, styled awnios sacramentaless
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although the field was now opened to him by the death of the poet

Calderon. But such tenderness of conscience it seems difficult to
reconcile with the publication of his various comedies, which took
place in 1681. It is certain, however, that he devoted himself zealously
to his new profession, and to the historical studies in which his office
of chronicler had engaged him. At length the fruits of these studies
were given to the world in his Conguista de Méjico, which appeared at
Madrid in 1684. He designed, it is said, to continue the work to the

times after the Conquest. But, if so, he was unfortunately prevented

by his death, which occurred about two years after the publication of
his history, on the 13th of April, 1686. He died at the age of seventy-
six, much regarded for his virtues and admired for his genius, but in
that poverty with which genius and virtue are too often requited.

The miscellaneous poems of Solis were collected and published a
few years after his death, in one volume quarto ; which has since been
reprinted. But his great work, that on which his fame is permanently
to rest, is his Conguisia de Méjico, Notwithstanding the field of his-
tory had been occupied by so many eminent Spanish scholars, there
was still a new career open to Solis. His predecessors, with all their
merits, had shown a strange ignorance of the principles of art, They
had regarded historical wriling not as a work of art, but as a science.
They had approached it on that side only, and thus divorced it from
its legitimate connection with delles-Zedtres, They had thought only of
the useful, and nothing of the beautiful; had addressed themselves to
the business of instruction, not to that of giving pleasure; to the man
of letters, studious to hive up knowledge, not to the man of leisure,
who turns to books as a solace or a recreation, Such writers are
never in the hands of the many,—not even of the cultivated many.
They are condemned to the closet of the student, painfully toiling
after truth, and little mindful of the coarse covering under which she
may be wrapped. Some of the most distinguished of the national
historiographers, as, for example, Herrera and Zurita, two of the
greatest names in Castile and Aragon, fall under this censure, They'
display acuteness, strength of argument, judicious criticism, wonderful
patience and industry in accumulating details for their varied and volu-
minous compilations ; butin all the graces of composition—in elegance
of style, skilful arrangement of the story, and selection of incidents—

they are lamentably deficient. With all their high merits, intellectu-
ally considered, they are so defective on the score of art that they can
neither be popular, nor reverenced as the great classics of the nation.

18%
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Solfs saw that the field was unappropriated by his predecessors,

and had the address to avail himself of it. Instead of spreading him-
* colf over a vast range, where e must expend his efforts on cold and
barren generalities, he fixed his attention on one great theme,—one
that, by its picturesque accompaniments, the romantic incidents of the
story, the adventurous character of the actors and their exploits, was
associated with many 2 proud and patriotic feeling in the bosom of the
Spaniard,—one, in fine, that, by the brilliant contrast it afforded of
European civilization to the barbaric splendors of an Indian dynasty,
was remarkably suited to the kindling imagination of the poet. It
was accordingly under its poetic aspect that the eye of Solis surveyed
it, He distributed the whole subject with admirable skill, keeping
down the subordinate parts, bringing the most important into high
relief, and by 2 careful study of its proportions giving an admirable
symmetry to the whole. Instead of bewildering the attention by a
variety of objects, he prescnted to it one great and predominant idea,
which shed its light, if I may so say, over his whole work, Instead
of the numerous episodes, leading, like so many blind galleries, tO
nothing, he took the student along a great road, conducting straight
towards the mark. At every step which we take in the narrative, we
feel ourselves on the advance. The story never falters or stands still.
That admirable Zaison of the parts is maintained, by which one part
is held to another, and each preceding event prepares the way for
that which is to follow. Even those occasional interruptions, the
great stumbling-block of the historian, which cannet be avoided, in
consequence of the important bearing which the events that cause
them have on the sfory, are managed with such address that, if the inter-
est is suspended, it is never snapped. Such halting-places, indeed,
are so contrived as to afford a repose not unwelcome after the stirring
scenes in which the reader has been long involved ; as the traveller,
exhausted by the fatigues of his journey, finds refreshment at places
_which in their own character have Little to recommend them.

The work, thus conducted, affords the interest of 2 grand spectacle,
—of some well-ordered drama, in which scene succeeds to scene, act
to act, each unfolding and preparing the mind for the one that is to
follow, until the whole is consummated by the grand and decisive dé-

nouement,  With this dénouement, the fall of Mexico, Solishas closed
his history, preferring to leave the full impression unbroken on the
reader's mind tather than to weaken it by prolonging the narrative

to the Congueror’s death, In thishe certainly consulted effect.
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Solfs v i
armngu;:dt th: ;ame care in regard to style that he showed in th
angement of his story. It is elakb i ;
s : 3 aborated with the nicest art
ﬁndyy;arii:at t‘.rz(tlmerl be;mty_and brilliancy which remind us of ;lf:;:
e tlgﬂ; woods which, under a high polish, display all th
L hat {e'bencath the surface. Yet this style finds little fav ;
L hlgn critics, who are apt to condemn it as tumid, t'ﬁa\‘ 0!’
erbose. i iti e
o impaBI:: E:_t the foreign critic beware how he meddles witi';
yle, e essence which surr
St o essence ounds thought as wi
- diffphme, giving to it its life and peculiar tone nfgcniar d'll‘;h -
eren i ik e
e ,,ft natm?s, like the atmospheres which envelop the differ:rllgt
. :mr system, and which require to be comprehended th
dium( yli\{loem;et the c}}aracter of the objects seen through their mzt
S 'affcctzg ut a native can pronounce with any confidence upon
déter,mjne . as 11. is by so many casual and local associations that
propriety and its elegance. I j
it gance. In the judgment of eminent
, the style of Solis claims i
: s the merits icui
S : of pers
. :SIbl-llsntESE:] and classic elegance. Even the foreigner wiiFl) nolt)ll:mjzy'
7, 1 = = -
- th: 01115 power of conveying a living picture to the eye 'szzs
cmmum;z]orﬁ of the writer, and Solis uses them with the skill of a
o Tefrethnil :;:t; n()\:; displaying the dark tumult of battle, and
shing the mind by scenes i i y
S 3 of quiet magnificence or of soft
Solf i
tiqu?t 5 fOI;me.d himself to some extent on the historical models of an
y. e introduced set speeches into the mouths of his‘ pcrson-

ages, speeches of his own composing, The practice may claim high
1g

authorit
y among moderns as well as ancients, especially among the

eat Ttalia istorians i W r
g1 ian historians. It has its advantages, in enabling the writes
'

to convey in 2 i
< mamet‘ 'm ;; dra}r::anc form the sentiments of the actors, and thus
ain the charm of historic illusi ‘
: illusion by never i i
o te. ch introducing the
ﬁ'mﬁ : of the hls..tcnan. It has also another advantage, that of eihib
. £ ;
eﬂ'h : he author’s own sentiments under cover of his hero’s
. : . ,—a more
tmic 1:1fe> mc}nde than if they were introduced as his own. But .
ned in the school of the i i : o
great English historian i
e he s : > s the practice h
o dthmg in it unsatisfactory and displeasing. There iI: someth‘as
e deception in it. The readeri ! e
! s er is unable to determi q
sentiments of the character: b
ara s and what those of th i
e ! e author. History as-
e un: q:r_ofl rt;mance, and the bewildered student wanders 1§oul
ertain light, doubtful wheth i i L ‘
: erhe is treadin f: i
el e g on fact or fiction,
other objection, wh i ;
o : , when, as it frequently does, it vio-
es the propriety of costume. Nothing is more difficult th n:‘
a: a
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preserve the keeping of the piece when the new is thus laid on the
old,—the imitation of the antique on the antique itself, The decla-
mations of Solis are much prized as specimens of eloguence. But
they are too often misplaced; and the rude characters in whose
mouths they are inserted are as little in keeping with them as were
the Roman heroes with the fashionable wig and sword with which
they strutted on the French stage in Louis the Fourteenth’s time.

As to the value of the researches made by Solis in the compilation

of his work it is not easy to speak, for the page is supported by none
of the notes and references which enable us to track the modern
author to the quarry whence he has drawn his materials. It was not
the usage of the age. The people of that day, and, indeed, of pre-
ceding times, were content to take the author’s word for his facts.
They did not require to know why he affirmed this thing or doubted
that; whether he built his story on the authority of a friend or of a
foe, of a writer of good report or of evil report. In short, they did
not demand a reason for their faith. They were content to take it on
trust. This was very comfortable to the historian. It saved him a
world of trouble in the process, and it prevented the detection of
error, or, at least, of negligence. It prevented it with all who did
not carefully go over the same ground with himself, They who have
occasion to do this with Solis will probably rise from the examina-
tion with no very favorable idea of the extent of his researches: they
will find that, though his situation gave him access to the most valu-
able repositories in the kingdom, he rarely ascends to original docu-
ments, but contents himself with the most obvious and accessible;
that he rarely discriminates between the contemporary testimony and
that of later date; in a word, that in all that constitutes the scientific
value of history he falls far below his learned predecessor Herrera,—
rapid as was the composition of this last.

Another objection that may be made to Solis is his bigotry, or
rather his fanaticism. This defect, so repugnant to the philosophic
spirit which should preside over the labors of the historian, he pos-
sessed, it is true, in common with many of his countrymen. But in
him it was carried to an uncommoen height; and it was peculiarly un-
fortunate, since his subject, being the contest between ihe Christian
and the Infidel, naturally drew forth the full display of this tailing.
Instead of regarding the benighted heathen with the usual measure
of aversion in which they were held in the Peninsula after the subju-
gation of Granada, he considered them as part of the grand confed-
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eracy of Sats i
inv{;;b]e in;'m. not merely breathing the spirit and acting under the
Communic&t'ucnce. of 'the Prince of Darkness, but holding personal
i rc,;ﬂmn with him. He seems to have regarded them, in short
e gular and organized militia. In this view, every act of the:
unat i ,
- refcrmde tenem‘:,r wase} crime. Even good acts were misrepresented
S CEE;’I?I motives ; for how could goodness originate witt;
Spirit of Evil No better evid fhis
col ence of the results of thi
thinking need be gi el
given than that afforded by the il
) . I-favored
authorized portrait whi i A e
vhich the historian ha
rized as left us of Mont
even in his dying hours, Th i
] g ; e war of the Conguest was, i i
e “ . quest was, in short, in
i S (;n:m‘s c.a} e, a conflict between light and darkness betw;en
0 § i i :
Smﬂf zndl.)i;lnclp; a]nd the evil principle, between the soldiers of
e chivalry of the Cross. It w: i
e i as a. Holy War, in which
e anctity of the cause covered up the sins of the Colnquerors
c o :
. vc?f one—the meanest soldier who fell in it—might aspire to thej
n of marty. i i :
e r?’myrdcim. \e\_hth sympathies thus preoccupied, what room
Th;c:’: tor‘Lh?ft impartial criticism which is the life of history ?
Hied hl?: c;lna.n s overweening partiality to the Conquerors is still
cightened by those feelin, ioti
f & 3 gs of patriotism—a bast: i
el g s 5 i astard patriot-
. W hlch; identifying the writer's own glory with that of hisp coun:
men, makes him blind to thei i i '
: ir errors. ‘This partiality i i
shown in regard to Corté e
: rtés, the hero of the pi i
: ) ece. The lights :
shadows of the picture i . g
are all disposed with refert is pri
: g ence to this principal
f:har‘a.;:\tcr;. The good is ostentatiously paraded before us a.ndpthe br-;d
is winked out of sight. Solis d |
i oes not stop here, but, b
e o 7 , by the artful
;go ssd w 1}1ch 1:nakes the worse appear the better cause, he calls on us
n ta mire his hcrolsometlmes for his very transgressions. No one
C:0 even Gomara himself, is such a wholesale encomiast of the grea;
Ofo;quer:r[;).and, when his views are contradicted by the statements
ones iaz, Solis is sure to find i
est a motive for the discrepancy i
in
;t?me s.m!ster purpose of the veteran. He knows more of Czrlésy of
1.5 .actlons and his motives, than his companion in arms or hi r
miring chaplain. -
In this w: {
b t];ls way Solis has presented a beautiful image of his hero,—but
3 i- ero of romance ; a character without a2 blemish. An er;ﬁncnt
-asl’fl ian critic has commended him for * having conducted his history
with so much art that it has b
2 a as become a panegyric.” Thi
g : gyTic. is may be true;
u‘t(: if 111:story be panegyric, panegyric is not history. ;
wme;, \:;th all these defects,—the existence of which no candid critic
e disposed to deny,—the History of Solis has found such favor
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with his own countrymen that it has been printed and reprinted, with
all the refinements of editorial luxury. It has been translated into the
principal languages of Europe; and such is the charm of its composi-
tion, and its exquisite finish as a work of art, that it will doubtless be
as imperishable as the Janguage in which it is written, or the MEmMOTY
of the events which it records. :

At this place also we are to take leave of Father Sahagun, who has
accompanied us through our narrative. As his information was col-
lected from the traditions of the natives, the contemporaries of the
Congquest, it has been of considerable importance in corroborating or
contradicting the statements of the Conquerors. Yet its value in this
respect is much impaired by the wild and random character of many
of the Aztec traditions,—S0 absurd, indeed, as to cairy their own
refutation with them. Where the passions are enlisted, what Is too
absurd to find credit?

The Twelfth Book—as it would appear from his Preface, the Ninth
Book originally—of his Historia de la Nueva-Espafia is devoted to
the account of the Conquest, In 1585, thirty years after the first
draft, he re-wrote this part of his great work, moved to it, as he tells
us, “ by the desire to correct the defects of the first account, in which
some things had found their way that had better been omitted, and
other things omitted which were well deserving of record.”# It
might be supposed that the obloquy which the missionary had brought
on his head by his honest recital of the Aztec traditions would have
made him more circumspect in this rifacimento of his former narrative.
But I have not found it so, or that there has been any effort to miti-
gate the statements that bore hardest on his countrymen. As this
manuscript copy must have been that which the author himself deemed
the most correct, since it is his last revision, and as it is more copious
than the printed narrative, I have been usually guided by it.

Sefior Bustamante is mistaken in supposing that the edition of
this Twelfth Book which he published in Mexico in 1829 is from the
reformed COPY of Sahagun. The manuscript cited in fhese pages is
pndoubtedly a transcript of that copy. For in the Preface to it, as we
have seen, the author himself declares it. In the intrinsic value of
the two drafts there is, after all, but little difference.

& «En e} libro nono, donde se trata esta Conguista, s€ hiciéron ciertos defec-
tos; y fué, que algunas cosas sé pusiéron en la narracion de este Consuista que
fuéron mal puestas; y otras se callaron, que fuéron mal calladas. Por &sta
causa, este afio de mil quinientos ochenta y cinco, enmende este Libro.”  MS.

BOOK SEVENTH.

(CONCLUSION.)

SUBSEQUENT CAREER OF CORTES.




