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country and to stimulate it to its highest power of

production. The narrative may seem tame, after the

recital of exploits as bold and adventurous as those of
a paladin of romance.  But it is only by the perusal
of this narrative that we can form an adequate concep-

ion of the acute and comprehensive genius of Cortés,

CHAPTER I

DEFECTION OF OLID.—DREADFUL MARCH TO HONDURAS.
— EXECUTION OF GUATEMOZIN. —DONA MARINA, —
ARRIVAL AT HONDURAS.

1524—-1526,

In the last chapter we have seen that Cristéval de
Olid was sent by Cortés to plant a colony in Honduras.
The expedition was attended with consequences which
had not been foreseen. Made giddy by the possession
of power, Olid, when he had reached his place of des-

-tination, determined to assert an independent juris-

diction for himself. His distance from Mexico, he
flattered himself, might enable him to do so with im-
punity. He misunderstood the character of Cortés,
when he supposed that any distance would be great
enough to shield a rebel from his vengeance.

It was long before the general received tidings of
Olid’s defection. But no sooner was he satisfied of this
than he despatched to Honduras a trusty captain and
kinsman, Francisco de las Casas, with directions to
arrest his disobedient officer. Las Casas was wrecked
on the coast, and fell into Olid’s hands, but eventually
succeeded in raising an insurrection in the settlement,
seized the person of Olid, and beheaded that unhappy
delinquent, in the market-place of Naco.?

% Carta Quinta de Cortés, MS.
(263)
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Of these proceedings, Cortés learned only what re-
lated to the shipwreck of his licutenant. He saw all
the mischievous consequences that must arise from
Olid’s example, especially if his defection were to go
unpunished. He determined to take the affair into
his own hands, and to lead an expedition in person to
Honduras. He would thus, moreover, be enabled to
ascertain from personal inspection the resources of the
country, which were reputed great on the score of
mineral wealth, and would perhaps detect the point
of communication between the great occans, which had
so long eluded the efforts of the Spanish discoverers.
He was still further urged to this step by the uncom-
fortable position in which he had found himself of late
in the capital. Several functionaries had recently been
sent from the mother country for the ostensible pur-
pose of administering the colonial revenues. But they
served as spies on the general’s conduct, caused him
many petty annoyances, and sent back to court the
most malicious reports of his purposes and proceedings.
Cortés, in short, now that he was made Governor-
General of the country, had less real power than when
he held no legal commission at all.

The Spanish force which he took with him did not
probably exceed 2 hundred horse and forty or perhaps
fifty foot ; to which were added about three thousand

Among them were Guatemozin

Indian auxiliaries.”
a few others of highest

and the cacique of Tacuba, with

Dee. 18, 1525.—Carta Quinta

z Carta de Albornos, MS., Mexico,
agree as to the

de Cortés, MS.—The authorities do not precisely
numbers, which were changing, probably, with every step of their

march across the table-land.
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¢«¢T ghall give your Majesty,”’ he begins his celebrated
Letter to the emperor, describing this expedition, ¢“an
account, as usual, of the most remarkable events of my

journey, every one of which might form the subject of

a separate narration.”?  Cortés did not exaggerate.®

The beginning of the march lay across 2 low and

marshy level, intersected by NUMETOUS little streams,

5 This celebrated Letter, which has never been published, is usually

designated as the Carta Quinta, o " Fifth Letter,” of Cortés. Itis
nearly as long as the longest of the printed letters of the Congueror, 18
r, simple, business-like manner, and is as full

written in the same clea
s a minute account of the

of interest as any of the preceding. It give:
expedition to Honduras, together with events that occurred in the
year following. 1t bears no date, but was probably written in that
The original manuscript is in the Imperial Library

year from Mexico.
at Vienna, which, as the German sceptre was swayed at that time by
the same hand which held the Castilian, contains many documents of

value for the illustration of Spanish history.®

—

# [1t is scarcely credible that a long and important document in an
official form should have borne no date, and we may therefore suspect
that the manuscript at Vienna, if unmutilated, is 7of the original. A
copy in the Royal Library at Madrid, purporting to have been made
« from the original” by Alonso Diaz, terminates as follows: “Dela
cibdad de Temixtitan, desta Nueva Espafia 8 #7es del mes de setient=
bre del nascimiento de nuestro Seitor & Salvador _‘}'gm—a'mfa de 1526."
This date is confirmed by a passage in a letter which will be found
cited in the notes to the next chapter with the date of Sept. 11, but
of which there are in fact two originals, the duplicate being dated
Sept. 3. Itgives a summary, for the emperor’s own perusal, of the
t length in the Carfa Quinta, Which it thus describes:
“ Acf mesmo envio agora 4 V. M. con lo presente una relacion bien
larga y particular de todo lo que me subcedié en el camino que hice &
las Hibueras, y al cabo della hago saber 4 V. M. muy por extenso lo
que ha pasado ¥ s€ ha hecho en esta Nueva Tspafia despues que yo
parté de la isla de Cuba para ella.”” See Col. de Doc, inéd. para la

Historia de Espaiia, tom. i—ED.]

matters narrated &

DJ’\JE DF A4 7 70 (0] 5
26?

which form t
1e¢ head-wate U
of the oth s rs of the Rio de Tabasc
= intoer ;1\ ers t_hat discharge themselves ?: o
T f,ord . the Mexican Gulf. The smalle e
ed, or passed in I streams
to swim a canoes, suffering thei
S focrrrisiiiai Ithely Leld them by the bfidle_ rﬁ?&ef
o a e size they crossed on floating brid €rs
e i?l?w '1dea of the difficulties thfy hladgets-
iards were bll'ls way, when it is stated that the S 0
these bridg::)s _Iged t(? construct no less than ﬁftga:f.
: s In a distance of
miles!¢ Qne of less than a hundr
e lengtho’f ;{}em was more than nine lumdizg
by the diffic : it troubles were much au
freQuentiﬁi;z:t}l;lor obtaining subsistence, as thgrlr;;j' =
Y re to the villages on their aPpro;Zles
],

leavin

g to the wa

: y-WOrn a

smoking ruins. dventurers only a pile of

It would be
useless to enc
names . umber the page wi
s of Indian towns which lay in theprgutc‘zmﬂf:l t}w
of the

army,

hl W ]("1 Y De nNow oDs €, an at all event
ch ma 3
Ie 2 d, H S
)

ve never found thei
heir way in
¥ into a map of the country.!

6 4 Rg ]
< T
tierra mui baja y de muchas sieneg
£=

de inv
S as, tanto que en tiempo

ierno no se
puede andar, ni 0

pasarla yo en ti , ni se sirve sino

iempo de seca, desd, en canoas, y con
que puede av KE , desde la entrada hasta la sali

RECCVE : asta la salida de
que sin se hazer fmn lfguas, se hiziéron mas de ci):'iclu«entj.:l de ella,
MS. , fuera imposible pasar,” Carta it o P(Léenms,
e Cortés,

71 have exami
xamined some of the most ancient maps of

by Spanish, the country,

Fre
g Co:;:, arj:lnl‘)utcl? cosmographers, in order to determi
e Gcrr;mn E?T-Stlms-lblc collection of these maps m'lze
},md e dme ut'xg, is to be found in the library o;' Hla.:
o el L ;;1 on them only four or five of the places
3 ey are the places mentioned in the ltextb
xt,

and, though fi
% gh iew, may serve to sh
of the army, 10w the general direction of the march




268 SUBSEQUENT CAREER OF CORTES.

The first considerable place which they reached was
[ztapan, pleasantly situated in the midst of a fruitful
region, on the banks of one of the tributaries of the
Rio de Tabasco. Such was the extremity to which the
Spaniards had already, in the course of a few weeks,
been reduced by hunger and fatigue, that the sight of
a village in these dreary solitudes was welcomed by his
followers, says Cortés, ¢ with a shout of joy that was
echoed back from all the surrounding woods.”” The
army was now at 1o great distance from the ancient
city of Palenque, the subject of so much speculation
in our time. The village of Las Tres Cruzes, indeed,
situated between twenty and thirty miles from Palen-
que, is said still to commemorate the passage of the
Conquerors by the existence of three Crosses which
they left there. Vet no allusion is made to the ancient
capital. Was it then the abode of a populous and
flourishing community, such as once occupied ity o
judge from the extent and magnificence of its remains?
Or was it, even then, a heap of mouldering ruins,
buried in a wilderness of vegetation, and thus hidden
from the knowledge of the surrounding country? If
the former, the silence of Cortés is not easy to be
explained.

On quitting Iztapan, the Spaniards struck across a
country having the same character of a low and marshy
soil, checkered by occasional patches of cultivation,
and covered with forests of cedar and Brazil wood,
which seemed absolutely :nterminable. The overhang-
ing foliage threw so deep a shade that, as Cortés says,
the soldiers could no: see where to set their feet.® To

& « Donde se ponian los pies en el suelo agia arriba la claridad del
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accomplish it at the end of four days. It was, indeed,
the only expedient by which they could hope to extri-
cate themselves from their perilous situation. The
bridge consisted of one thousand pieces of timber,
cach of the thickness of a man’s body and full sixty
feet long.? When we consider that the timber was all
standing in the forest at the commencement of the
labor, it must be admitted to have been an achieve-
ment worthy of the Spaniards. The well-compacted
heams presented a solid structure which nothing, says
Cortés, but fire could destroy. It excited the admira-
tion of the natives, who came from a great distance to
see it; and ¢ the bridge of Cortés "’ remained for many
a year the enduring monument of that commander’s
energy and perseverance.
The arrival of the army on the opposite bank of the
river involved them in new difficulties. The ground
was so soft and saturated with water that the horses
foundered up to their girths, and, sometimes plunging
into quagmires, Were nearly buried in the mud. It
was with the greatest difficulty that they could be extri-
cated by covering the wet soil with the foliage and the
boughs of trees, when a stream of water, which forced
its way through the heart of the morass, furnished the
jaded animals with the means of effecting their escape
by swimming.* As the Spaniards emerged from these
9 Porque lleva mas que mil bigas, que la menor &s casi tan gorda
como un cuerpo de un hombre, ¥ de nueve y diez brazas en largo.”

Carta Quinta de Cortés, MS.
10 ¢ Pasada toda la gente y cavallos de la otra parte delalcon dimos
que durava bien tres tiros de ballesta, la

luego en una gran gienega,
gentes viéron, donde todos los

cosa mas espantosa que jamas las
cavallos desengillados se sumiéron hasta las orejas sin parecerse otra
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slm_ly depths, they came on a broad and rising ground
which, by its cultivated fields teeming witﬁ mba?re 2 z"
(t:;ll' pepper of ‘the country, zfnd the yuca plant, intil%ati(i

eir approach to the capital of the fruitful province
of .IAculan. It was in the beginning of Lent, 1525, a
period memorable for an event of which I slrua,li 3i,\re
1heﬁparticulars from the narrative of Cortés. -

The general at this place was informed, by one of
the Indian converts in his train, that a con,spiracy had
been set on foot by Guatemozin, with the cacique of

Tacuba, and some other of the principal Indian nobles
to massacre the Spaniards. They would seize thé

moment when the army should be entangled in the

passage of some defile, or some frightful i?‘rmrass like
tl?at from which it had just escaped, where, taken at
chsadjuantagc, it could be easily overpoweréd by the
superior number of the Mexicans. After the slaughter
of the troops, the Indians would continue their march
to H_onduras and cut off the Spanish settlements there.

The:r‘ success would lead to a rising in the capital

and, indeed, throughout the land, until every Spaniarci

should be exterminated, and the vessels in the ports be

seized, and secured from carrying the tidings across the
waters.

c?sa, v querer forgeiar 4 salir, sumianse mas, de manera que alli pe:

dlmOS' toda la esperanza de poder escapar cavallos ninguné)s pcrrc;
todavia comenzdmos 4 trabajar y componerles hages de yerba y ;"les
grandes de bajo, sobre que se sostuviesen y no se sumiesen rem(edi‘f’

vanse algo, y andando trabajando y yendo y viniendo de la,luna 1:;
4 la otra, abriése por medio de un calejon de agua y gieno qul:;‘ los
cavallos comenzdron algo 4 nadar, y con esto plugo 4 nuest;‘o Seﬁo;

que saliéron todes sin peli; i " : .
MS, peligro ninguno.” Carta Quinta de Cortés
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No sooner had Cortés learned the particu?ars of this
fo-l'midable plot than he arrested Guatemozin zmd_ .thz
principal Aztec lords in his train. The lattc-:r admitte
the fact of the conspiracy, but alleged that it had been
planned by Guatemozin and that they h.ad reﬁ:sed Lo
come into it. Guatemozin and the chief of Tacuba
neither admitted nor denied the truth of the ac‘cus;l-
tion, but maintained a dogged silence. Such is the
statement of Cortés.” Bernal Diaz, however, who was
present in the expedition, assures-us that both‘G’uate-
mozin and the cacique of Tacuba declared their inno-
cence. They had indeed, they said, talked more t(?an
once together of the sufferings they were then en ur-
ing, and had said that death was pre'ferable. to 566123
so many of their poor followers dymg. daily arou
them. They admitted, also, that a project for r;snl]g
on the Spaniards had been dirscu’ssed by SOme’o t ;(;
Aztecs ; but Guatemozin had discouraged it from ¢t :
first, and no scheme of the kind could have been pum
into execution without his knowlec-lge and consenf.
These protestations did mnot axlfall the unfortug&te

princes ; and Cortés, having satisfied, or aﬁ'ecil;e 1:

satisfy, himself of their guilt, ordered them to imm:

i ution. : _
dla\a;’;ecbrought to the fatal tree,-Guate_momn d‘1‘5£
played the intrepid spirit worthy of his better days. :
knéw what it was,”” said he, ‘‘to trust to your c{a se
promises, Malinche; I knew that you had destine lee
to this fate, since I did not fall by my own hand when
you entered my city of Tenochtitlan. Why do you

1 Carta Quinta de Cortés, MS.
2 Hist, de la Conqiista, cap. I77-
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slay me so unjustly? God will demand it of youl'’
The cacique of Tacuba, protesting his innocence, de-
clared that he desired no better lot than to die by the
side of his lord. The unfortunate princes, with one
or more inferior nobles (for the number is uncer-
tain), were then executed by being hung from the
huge branches of a cefba-tree which overshadowed
the road.™

Such was the sad end of Guatemozin, the last em-
peror of the Asztecs, if we might not rather call him

““the last of the Aztecs;’’ since from this time, broken
in spirit and without a head, the remnant of the nation
resigned itself, almost without a struggle, to the stern
yoke of its oppressors. Among all the names of bar-
barian princes, there are few entitled to a higher place
on the roll of fame than that of Guatemozin., He was
young, and his public career was not long; but it was
glorious. He was called to the throne in the convulsed
and expiring hours of the monarchy, when the banded
nations of Anahuac and the fierce European were
thundering at the gates of the capital. It wasa post
of tremendous responsibility ; but Guatemozin’s con-

duct fully justified the choice of him to fill it. No

one can refuse his admiration to the intrepid spirit

13 Bernal Diaz, Hist. de la Conquista, ubi supra.

4 According to Diaz, both Guatemozin and the prince of Tacubu
nad embraced the religion of their conquerors, and were confessed by
a Franciscan friar before their execution, We are further assured by
the same authority that * they were, for fndians, very good Christians,
and believed well and truly.” (Ibid., loc. cit.) One is reminded of -
the last hours of Caupolican, converted to Christianity by the same
men who tied him to the stake, See the scene, painted in the frightful
coloring of a master-hand, in the Araucana, Canto 34.
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