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charge of a too lavish expenditure, he concludes with
the lofty yet touching declaration ¢ that he trusts his
Majesty will in time acknowledge his deserts; but, if
that unhappily shall not Dbe, the world at least will be
assured of his loyalty, and he himself shall have the
conviction of having done his duty; and no better
inheritance than this shall he ask for his children.’’

No sooner was the intention of Cortés made known,
than it excited a general sensation through the country.
Even Estrada relented ; he felt that he had gone too
far, and that it was not his policy to drive his noble
enemy to take refuge in his own land. Negotiations
were opened, and an attempt at a reconciliation was
made, through the bishop of Tlascala. Cortés received
these overtures in a courteous spirit, but his resolution
was unshaken. Having made the necessary arrange-
ments, therefore, in Mexico, he left the Valley, and
proceeded at once to the coast. Had he entertained
the criminal ambition imputed to him by his enemies,

he might have been sorely tempted by the repeated
offers of support which were made to him, whether in
good or in bad faith, on the journey, if he would but
reassume the government and assert his independence
of Castile. But these disloyal advances he rejected
with the scorn they merited.™

13« Todas estas entradas estdn ahora para partir casi 4 una, plega

4 Dios de los guiar como &l se sirva, que yo aungque V. M. mas me

mande desfavoreger no tengo de dejar de servir, que 10 €S posible que

por tiempo . M. no conosca mis servicios, y ya que esto no sea, yo
me satisfago con hazer 1o que debo, y con saber que 4 todo el mundo
tengo satisfecho, ¥ Jes son notorios mis servicios y lealdad, con que

los hago, y no quiero otro mayorazgo sino este,”” Carta Quinta, MS,
+4 Bernal Diaz, Hist. de 1a Conquista, cap. 194.—Carta de Qcafia,

MS., Agosto 31, 1526.
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iy :pailézrti resg_‘ect, hfe inade preparations
Lo : wo of the best vessels in
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to the amount of two hundred thousa}:d pesos (f’f ::a;
and fifteen hundred marks of silver. In ’ﬁ'nle,rd “ZG
Herrera, < he came in all the state of a grea% 0 H.le -
After a brief and prosperous voyage, Coﬂ‘;cs c_an 2
sight once more of his native shores, and,{ ;,rf)ssli lgway
bar of Saltes, entered the little port of Pa ;Jh :ied ﬁve,‘
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covery of the Western World. _ Cor_te'._s was .1 hih =
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ot stay at Palos. Francisco 1:’1zarro, the Cor q
E:)thPeru,}had arrived there, l'ia.v.mg1 co;;e to SSE;:; 1;3
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snicht be said to be at the close O A= -
olc:lj acquaintance, and 2 kinsmal?, as 131 ffﬁ%-izdr;;)jtﬂi
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of these two extraordinary men, the ~ el
North and of the South in the New World, as f;heh
¢ their eventful absence, on the shores o
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fior.” i 1ib. 3,
% ¢V en fin venia como gran Sefior.” Hist. gen., dec. 4, lib. 3
i i —Cavo, Los tres
mf? Herrera, Hist. general, dec. 4, lib, 4, cap. I Ca
i ; s,
Siglos de México, tom. 1. P. 7 .
%ﬂ Pizarro y Oxellana, Varones ilustres, p. 121,
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the presence of Columbus, has something in it striking

to the imagination. It has accordingly attracted the

attention of one of the most illustrious of living poets,
who, in a brief but beautiful sketch, has depicted the
scene in the genuine coloring of the age.®
While reposing from the fatigues of his voyage, at
La Rabida, an event occurred which afflicted Cortés
deeply and which threw a dark cloud over his return.
This was the death of Gonzalo de Sandoval, his trusty
friend, and so long the companion of his fortunes.
He was taken ill in a wretched inn at Palos, soon after
landing ; and his malady gained ground so rapidly
that it was evident his constitution, impaired, probably,
by the extraordinary fatigues he had of late years un-
dergone, would be unable to resist it. Cortés was
mstantly sent for, and arrived in time to administer
the last consolations of friendship to the dying cavalier.
Sandoval met his approaching end with composure,
and, having given the attention which the short inter-
val allowed to the settlement of both his temporal and

spiritual concerns, he breathed his last in the arms of
his commander.

Sandoval died at the premature age of thirty-one.®
He was in many respects the most eminent of the great
captains formed under the eye of Cortés.
good family, and a native of Medellin, also the birth-
place of the general, for whom he had the warmest
personal regard. Cortés soon discerned his uncommon
qualities, and proved it by uniformly selecting the

He was of

9 See the conclusion of Rogers's Voyage of Columbus.
20 Bernal Diaz says that Sandoval was twenty-two years old when

he first came to New Spain, in 1519.—Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 203,
Vor, III. 26
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young officer for the most difficult commissions.  His
conduct on these occasions fully justified the prefer-

ence. He was 2 decided favorite with the soldiers;

for, though strict in enforcing discipline, he was care-
ful of their comforts and little mindful of his own.
He had nothing of the avarice SO COMMON 10 the Cas-

tilian cavalier, and seemed to have no other ambition
than that of faithfully discharging the duties of his
profession. He was 2 plain man, affecting neither the
showy manners nor the bravery in costume which dis-
tinguished Alvarado, the Aztec 7t vnatiuk. The expres-
sion of his countenance was open and manly; his
chestnut hair curled close to his head; his frame
was strong and sinewy. He had a lisp in his utter-
ance, which made his voice somewhat indistinct. In-
deed, he was 1o speaker ; but, if slow of speech, he
was prompt and energetic in action. He had precisely
the qualities which ftted him for the perilous enter-
prise in which he had embarked. He had accom-
plished his task ; and, after having escaped death,
which lay waiting for him in every step of his path,
had come home, as it would seem, to his native land,
only to meet it there.

His obsequies were performed with all solemnity by
the Franciscan friars of La Rabida, and his remains
were followed to their final resting-place by the com-
rades who had so often stood by his side in battle.
They were laid in the cemetery of the convent, which,
chrouded in its forest of pines, stood, and may yet
stand, on the bold eminence that overlooks the waste of
waters so lately traversed by the adventurous soldier.*

a1 Bernal Diaz, Hist. de 1a. Congquista, cap. 195

FOURNEY INTO THE INTERIOR. 30
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Meanwhile, Corté
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Lanuza, Historias ec
1622), lib. 3, cap- 14-

BRILLIANT RECEPTION OF CORTES, 305
prepared for his residence. It was a proud moment
for Cortés; and distrusting, as he well might, his re-
ception by his countrymen, it afforded him a greater
satisfaction than the brilliant entrance which,

years previous, he had made
Mexico.

a few
into the capital of

The following day he was admitted to an audience
by the emperor, and Cortés, gracefully kneeling to kiss
the hand of his sovereign, presented to him a memo-
rial which succinetly recounted his services and the
requital he had received for them. The €mpEror gra-
ciously raised him, and put many questions to him
respecting the countries he had conquered. Charles
was pleased with the general’s answers, and his intel-
ligent mind took great satisfaction in inspecting the
curious specimens of Indian ingenuity which his vassal
had brought with him from New Spain. In subsequent
conversations the emperor repeatedly consulted Cortés
on the best mode of administering the government of
the colonies, and by his advice introduced some im-
portant regulations, especially for ameliorating the
condition of the natives and for encouraging domestic
industry.

The monarch took frequent opportunity to show the
confidence which he now reposed in Cortés. On all
public occasions he appeared with him by his side;
and once, when the general lay ill of a fever, Charles
Paid him a visit in person, and remained some time in
the apartment of the invalid. This was an extraor-
dinary mark of condescension in the haughty court of
Castile ; and it is dwelt upon with becoming emphasis
by the historians of the time, who seem to regard it

26%
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as an ample compensation for all the sufferings and

services of Cortés.”
The latter had now

The courtiers, with that ready

fairly triumphed over opposition.
instinct which belongs

to the tribe, imitated the example of their master; and
even envy was silent, amidst the general homage that
was paid to the man who had so lately been 2 mark for

without a title,

the most envenomed calumny:. Cortés,
what he had created for himself,

without a name but
a level with the

was at once, as it were, raised to
proudest nobles in the Jand.

He was sO still more effe
ere accorded to

ctually by the substantial
him by his sovereign
e following year. By an jnstrument
the emperor raised him to the
e Valley of Oaxaca ;™

honors which w
in the course of th
dated July 6th, 1529

dignity of the Marquis of th
and the title of ¢¢ marquis,”’ when used without the

name of the individual, has been always appropriated
in the colonies, in an especial manner, t0 Cortés, as
the title of admiral’’ was to Columbus.™

Two other instruments, dated in the same month of
tés a vast tract of land in the rich

together with large estates in the

TJuly, assigned to Cor
province of Oaxaca,

ap. 183 —Herrera, Hist. general, dec. 4, lib.

Fist. de la Conquista, cap. 195

MS,, Barcelona, 6 de Julio, 1529:

olitique, tom. ii. P- 39 note.—According to
{anuza, he was offered by the emperor the Order of St. Jago, but
declined it, because o encomienda Was attached to it. (Hist. de Ara-
gon, tom. i, lib. 3, cap: 14.) But Caro de Torres, in his History of

the Military Orders of Castile, enumerates Cortés among the mem-
pers of the Compos y. Hist. de las Ordenes militares

(Madrid, 1629), fol. 103,

#3 (Gomara, Crénica, ©
4, cap- 1. —DBernal Diaz,
24 Titulo de Marques,
23 Humboldt, Essai P
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been the subject of suspicion undeserved will readily
estimate. The language of the general 1n after-time
shows how deeply he was touched by it.2

Vet there was one degree in the scale, above which
the royal gratitude would not rise. Neither the sO-
licitations of Cortés, nor those of the duke de Bejar
and his other powerful friends, could prevail on the
emperor to reinstate him in the government of Mexico.
The country, reduced to tranquillity, had no longer
need of his commanding genius tO control it; and
Charles did not care t0 place again his formidable vassal
ch might revive the dormant spark of
Tt was the policy of the crown

to employ one class of its subjects tO effect its con-
quests, and another class to rule over them. For the
latter it selected men in whom the fire of ambition was

tempered by 2 cooler judgment naturally, or by the
sober influence of age. Bven Columbus, notwith-
standing the terms of his original capitulation 7 with

the crown, had not ide over the

been permittcd to pres
colonies ; and otill less likely would it be to concede
this power

to one possessed of the aspiring temper of
Corteés.

But, although the emperor refused to commit the
civil government of the colony into his hands, he rein-

stated him in yal ordi-

in a situation whi
jealousy and distrust.

his military command. ByaTo

28 « The benignant reception which T experienced, o1 my return,
' says Cortés, wyour kind expressions and gener-
rget all my toils and sufferings.
ed to endure more

from your Majesty,’
t, make me not only fo
regret that 1 have nof been call
(Carta de Cortés al Lic. Nufiez,
to his agent in Castile, was

ous treatmen
but even cause me
in your service.” MS., 1535.) 'This
memorial, addressed designed for the

emperor.

HONORS CONFERRED ON HIM.
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ulo, who lived at the court at this ti e
i me, were about 6
0,000

ducats a
a year. Cosas m
1539), fol. 24. emorables de Espafia (Alcald de He
nares,




310 SUBSEQUENT CAREER OF CORTES.

which had so steadily supported him in the dark hour

of his fortunes. The lady’s name Was Dofia Juana de

Zufiiga, daughter of the second count de Aguilar, and

niece of the duke de Bejar.»* She was much younger

than himself, beautiful, and, as events showed, not

without spirit. One of his presents to his youthful
bride excited the admiration and envy of the fairer
part of the court. This was five emeralds, of won-
detful size and brilliancy. These jewels had been cut
by the Aztecs into the shapes of flowers, fishes, and
into other fanciful forms, with an exquisite style of
workmanship which enhanced their original value.®
They were, not improbably, part of the treasure of the
unfortunate Montezuma, and, being easily portable,
may have escaped the general wreck of the moche triste.
The queen of Charles the Fifth, it is said,—it may be
the idle gossip of 2 court,—had intimated a willing-
ness to become proprietor of some of these magnificent

32 Dofia Juana was of the house of Arellano, and of the royal
lineage of Navarre. Her father was not 2 very wealthy noble. L.
Marineo Siculo, Cosas memorables, fol. 24, 25.

23 One of these precious <tones was as valuable as Shylock’s tut-
quoise. Some Genoese merchants in Seville offered Cortds, accord-
ing to Gomara, 40,000 ducats for it, The same author gives & more
particular account of the jewels, which may interest some readers, It
chows the ingenuity of the artist, who, without steel, could so nicely
cut so hard a material. One emerald was in the form of a rose; the
second, in that of a horn; a third, like a fish, with eyes of gold; the

fourth was like a Tittle bell, with 2 fine pearl for the tongue, and on
the rim was this inscription, in Spanish : Blessed is he who created thee.
The fifth, which was the most valuable, was & small cup with a foot
of gold, and with four little chains, of the same metal, attached to a
large pearl as a button, The edge of the cup was of gold, on which
was engraven this Latin sentence: fufer natos mulicrum noen surrextt

major, Gomara, Crénica, cap. 184
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