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suit.  He still lingered at the court from week to
week, and from month to month, beguiled by the de-
ceitful hopes of the litigant, tasting all that bitterness
of the soul which arises from hope deferred. After
three years more, passed in this unprofitable and
humiliating Occupation, he resolved to leave his un-
grateful country and return to Mexico.

He had proceeded as far as Sevill
his son, when he fell

probably, by irritation

€, accompanied by
il of an indigestion, caused,
and trouble of mind. This
terminated in dysentery, and his strength sank so rap-
idly under the disease that it was apparent his mortal
career was drawing towards its close. He prepared
for it by making the necessary arrangements for the
scttlement of his affairs, He had made his will some
time before; and he now executed it, It js 5 very long
document, and in some TeSpects a remarkable one,
The bulk of his Property was entailed to his son,
Don Martin, then fifteen years of age. In the testa-
ment he fixes his majority at twenty-five ; but at twenty
his guardians were to allow him his full income, to
maintain the state becoming his rank. In a paper ac-
companying the will, Cortés specified the names of the
agents to whom he had committed the management of
his vast estates scattered over many different provinces ;
and he requests his éxecutors to confirm the nomina-
tion, as these agents have been selected by him from a
knowledge of their peculiar qualifications, Nothing
can better show the thorough supervision which, in the
midst of Pressing public concerns, he had given to the
details of his widely-extended property,

He makes a liberal provision for his other children,
28*
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and a genérous allowance to several old d
retainers in his household. By another clause he gives
away considerable sums in charity, and he applies the
revenues of his estates in the city of Mexico to establish
and permanently endow three public institutions,—a
hospital in the capital, which was to be dedicated to
Our Lady of the Conception, a college in Cojohuacan
for the education of missionaries to preach the gospel
among the natives, and a convent, in the same place,
for nuns. To the chapel of this convent, situated in
his favorite town, he orders that his own body shall be
transported for burial, in whatever quarter of the world
he may happen to die.
After declaring that he

omestics and

has taken all possible care to
ascertain the amount of the tributes formerly paid by
his Indian vassals to their native sovereigns, he enjoins
on his heir that, in case those which they have hitherto
paid shall be found to exceed the right valuation, he
shall restore them a full equivalent. In another clause
he expresses a doubt whether it is right to exact per-
sonal service from the natives, and commands that a
strict inquiry shall be made into the nature and value
of such services as he had received, and that in all cases
a fair compensation shall be allowed for them. Lastly,

he makes this remarkable declaration: ¢It has long
been a question whether one can conscientiously hold
property in Indian slaves. Since this point has not yet
been determined, T enjoin it on my son Martin and his
heirs that they spare no pains to come toan exact knowl-
edge of the truth; as a matter which deeply concerns
the conscience of each of them, no less than mine."’ =
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his approaching end with 5 composure not always to
be found in those who have faced death with indiffer-
-nce on the field of battle, At length, having de-
routly confessed his sins and received the sacrament,
he expired on the 24 of December, 1547, in the sixty-
third year of his age.*

The inhabitants of the neighboring country were
desirous to show every mark of respect to the memory

of Cortés. His funeral obsequies were celebrated with

due solemnity by a long train of Andalusian nobles
and of the citizens of Seville, and his body was trans-

ported to the chapel of the monastery of San Isidro,
in that city, where it was laid in the family vault of the
duke of Medina Sidonja. In the year I562 it was
removed, by order of his son, Don Martin, to New
Spain, not, as. directed by his will, to Cojohuacan *
but to the monastery of St, Francis, in Tezcuco, where
it was laid by the side of a daughter, and of his
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mother, Dofia Catalina Pizarro. In 1629 the remains
of Cortés were again removed ; and on the death of
Don Pedro, fourth marquis of the Valley, it was de-
cided by the authorities of Mexico to transfer them to
the church of St. Francis, in that capital. The cere-
monial was conducted with the pomp suited to the oc-
casion. A military and religious procession was formed,
with the archbishop of Mexico at its head. He was
accompanied by the great dignitaries of church and
state, the various associations with their respective
banners, the several religious fraternities, and the
members of the Audience. The coffin, containing the
relics of Cortés, was covered with black velvet, and
supported by the judges of the royal tribunals, On
either side of it was a man in complete armor, bearing,
on the right, a standard of pure white, with the arms
of Castile embroidered in gold, and, on the left, a
banner of black velvet, emblazoned in like manner
with the armorial ensigns of the house of Cortés. Be-
hind the corpse came the viceroy and a numerous €s-
cort of Spanish cavaliers, and the rear was closed by a
Dattalion of infantry, armed with pikes and arquebuses,
and with their banners trailing on the ground. *~ With
this funeral pomp, by the sound of mournful music,
and the slow beat of the muffled drum, the procession
moved forward, with measured pace, till it reached the
capital, when the gates were thrown open to receive
the mortal remains of the hero who, a century before,
had performed there such prodigies of valor.
Vet his bones were not permitted to rest here undis-
turbed ; and in 1794 they were removed to the Hos-
pital of Jesus of Nazareth. It was a more fitting place,
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of i th
century, the ¢ Great Captain,” and the Conqueror of
3

Mexico.

The personal history of Cortéfs has bee?n sggngzn;i;;
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great feature in his character was constancy o Ir) blﬁl > é
a constancy not to be dauntEfi by damger3 nOEdi;nems
by disappointment, nor wearied out by 1mp
aniIgiz};s.a knight-errant, in the literal SEI:ISE thﬂ:z
word. Of all the band of adventurous c:;val;ers(): ct:)he

Spain, in the sixteenth century, sent forth
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carcer of discovery and conquest, there was none more
deeply filled with the spirit of romantic enterprise than
Hernando Cortés. Dangers and difficulties, instead
of deterring, seemed to have a charm in

They were necessary to rouse him to a full ¢
ness of his powers,

outset, and, if I m
fer to take his en
He conceived, at

his eyes.
onscious-
He grappled with them at the
ay so express myself, seemed to pre-
terprises by the most difficult side.
the first moment of his landing in

When he saw the
strength of its civilization, he was not turned from his

purpose. When he was assailed by the superior force

of Narvaez, he still persisted in it; and when he was

driven in ruin from the capital, he still cherished his
original idea. How successfully he carried it into ex-
ccution, we have seen. After the few years of repose
which succeeded the Conquest, his adventurous spirit
impelled him to that dreary march across the marshes
of Chiapa, and, after another interval, to seek his
fortunes on the stormy Californian Gulf, When he
found that no other continent remained for him to
conquer, he made serious proposals to the emperor to
equip a fleet at his own expense, with which he would

sail to the Moluccas and subdue the Spice Islands for
the crown of Castile |

Mexico, the design of its conquest.

37 “ Yo me ofresca 4 descubrir por aqui toda la especeria, y otius
Islas si huviere cerca de Moluco, 6 Melaca, y Ia China, y aun de dar
1al érden que V. M. no Qiga Ia especeria por via de rescate, como la
ba el Rey de Portugal, sino que Ia tenga por cosa propria, y los natu-
rales de aquellas Islas le reconoscan y sirvan como 4 su Rey ¥y sefior
natural, porque yo me ofresco con el dicho additamento de embiar 4

ellas tal armada, 6 i» Yo con mi persona por manera que la sojusge y
Zueble.””  Carta Quinta de Cortés, MS,
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This spirit of knight-errantry might lead us to under-
value his talents as a general and to regard .hnm merely
in the light of a lucky adventurer. But th}S would bi
doing him injustice; for Cortés was certainly a grea
general, if that man be one who performs great a'c‘meve—
ments with the resources which his own Bt has
created. There is probably no instance 1n history
where so vast an enterprise has been achieved by
means apparently so inadequate. He may be truly
said to have effected the Conquest by his own re-
sources. If he was indebted for his success to the co-
operation of the Indian tribes, it was the fcn:ce of ;111‘;
genius that obtained command of such materials. e
arrested the arm that was lifted to smite him, and made
it do battle in his behalf. He beat the Tlascalm.ls, and
made them his stanch allies. He beat the s?olchers of
Narvaez, and doubled his effective force by it. -When
his own men deserted him, he did not desert himself.
He drew them back by degrees, and compelled them
to act by his will, till they were all as one man. H§
brought together the most miscellaneous collection o
mercenaries who ever fought under one s'tandard : ad-

venturers from Cuba and the Isles, craving for golq ;
hidalgos, who came from the old country to w1g
laurels; broken-down cavaliers, who hoped to men

their fortunes in the New World ; vagabonds flving
“from justice; the grasping followers of Narvaez, and
his own reckless veterans,—Imen w'{th hardly a cor@_ﬂ@nl
tie, and burning with the spirit of jealousy and faction;
wild tribes of the natives from all parts ?f the country,
who had been sworn enemies from their cradles, and
who had met only to cut one another’s throats and to
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procure victims for sacrifice ; men, in short, differing
in race, in language, and in interests with scarcely
anything in common among them. Yet this motley
congregation was assembled in one camp, compelled to
bend to the will of one man, to consort together in
harmony, to breathe, as it were, one spirit, and to
move on a common principle of action! It is in this
wonderful power over the discordant masses thus
gathered under his banner that we recognize the genius
of the great commander, no less than in the skill of his
military operations.

His power over the minds of his soldiers was a
natural result of their confidence in his abilities. But
it is also to be attributed to his popular manners,—
that happy union of authority and companionship
which fitted him for the command of a band of roving
adventurers. It would not have done for him to
fence himself round with the stately reserve of a com-
mander of regular forces. He was embarked with his
men in a common adventure, and nearly on terms of
equality, since he held his commission by no legal
warrant. But, while he indulged this freedom and
familiarity. with his soldiers, he never allowed it to in-
terfere with their strict obedience nor to impair the
severity of discipline. When he had risen to higher
consideration, although he affected more state, he still
admitted his veterans to the same intimacy. ¢ He
preferred,”” says Diaz, ““to be called ¢ Cortés’ by us,
to being called by any title; and with good reason,”
continues the enthusiastic old cavalier, ¢ for the name
of Cortés is as famous in our day as was that of Casar
among the Romans, or of Hannibal among the Cartha-
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