350 SUBSEQUENT CAREER OF CORTES.

he was accused of parsimony. But we should consider
that his funds were employed on great and costly
enterprises, and that none of these, after the Congquest,
neither his expedition to Honduras nor his voyages to
California, were crowned with success. It was per-
haps intended that he should receive his recompense
in a better world ; and I fully believe it; for he wasa
good cavalier, most true in his devotions to the Virgin,
to the Apostle St. Peter, and to all the other Saints.’’ ¥

Such is the portrait, which has been left to us by the
faithful hand most competent to trace it, of Hernando
Cortés. the Conqueror of Mexico.

& Hist, de 1a Conquista, cap 203.
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PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

THE following Essay was originally designed to
close the Introductory Book, to which it properly be-
longs. It was written three years since, at the same

.time with that part of the work. I know of no work
of importance, having reference to the general subject
of discussion, which has appeared since that period,
except Mr. Bradford’s valuable treatise on dmerican
Antiquities. But in respect to that part of the discus-
sion which treats of American Architecture a most im-
portant contribution has been made by Mr. Stephens’s
two works, containing the account of his visits to
Central America and Yucatan, and especially by the
last of these publications. Indeed, the ground, before
so imperfectly known, has now been so diligently ex-
plored that we have all the light, which we can reason-
ably expect, to aid us in making up our opinion in
regard to the mysterious monuments of Yucatan, It
only remains that the exquisite illustrations of Mr.
Catherwood should be published on a larger scale, like
the great works on the subject in France and England,
in order to exhibit to the éye a more adequate repre-
sentation of these magnificent ruins than can be given
in the limited compass of an octavo page.
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354 PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

But, notwithstanding the importance of Mr. Ste-
phens’s researches, I have not availed myself of them
to make any additions to the original draft of this
Essay, nor have I rested my conclusions in any in-
stance on his authority. These conclusions had been
formed from a careful study of the narratives of Dupaix
and Waldeck, together with that of their splendid
illustrations of the remains of Palenque and Uxmal,
two of the principal places explored by Mr. Stephens;
and the additional facts collected by him from the
vast field which he has surveyed, so far from shaking
my previous deductions, have only served to confirm
them. The only object of my own speculations on
these remains was to ascertain their probable origin, or
rather to see what light, if any, they could throw on
the origin of Aztec Civilization. The reader, on com-
paring my reflections with those of Mr. Stephens in
the closing chapters of his two works, will see that I
have arrived at inferences, as to the origin and probable
antiquity of these structures, precisely the same as his.
Conclusions formed under such different circumstances
serve to corroborate each other; and, although the
reader will find here some things which would have
been different had I been guided by the light now
thrown on the path, yet I prefer not to disturb the
foundations on which the argument stands, nor to
impair its value—if it has any—as a distinct and in-
dependent testimony.

APPENDIX, PART I

ORIGIN OF THE MEXICAN CIVILIZATION.—
ANALOGIES WITH THE OLD WORLD.

WH-EN .the Europear_is first touched the shores of
America, it was as if they had alighted on another
p]anet,—every thing there was so different from what
they Ijad before seen. They were introduced to new
varieties of plants, and to unknown races of animals ;
while man, the lord of all, was equally strange 1'1;
complexion, language, and institutions.* It was “’rhat
they emphatically styled it,—a New World. Taught
by their faith to derive all created beings from one
source, they felt a natural perplexity as tobthe manner
I which these distant and insulated regions could
have obtained their inhabitants. The same curiosit
was felt by their countrymen at home, and the Euro}:
pean scholars bewildered their brains with speculations
on the bgst way of solving this interesting problem.
* The na imals i v i

been frequerz:lt‘la)sr lg);r:'r:)a\fejz] ";:;: atllje]gljl? btew i e
ferent. ; “ When th‘e Spaniards landed in America,” says an eminent
m.ituralxst, “ they did not find a single animal they were acquainted
with; not one of the quadrupeds of Europe, Asia, or Africa.” Law-

rence, Lectures on Physiolovy Zoolo
s gy, and the Natural Hi
Man (London, 1819), p. 250‘? : =R e

t the species are very dif-
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