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distinguished from one another by a common observer.
No inference can be surely drawn, however, without a
wide range of comparison. That hitherto made has
been chiefly founded on specimens from the barbarous
tribes.® Perhaps a closer comparison with the more
civilized may supply still stronger evidence of affinity.”

In seeking for analogies with the Old World, we
should not pass by in silence the architectural remains
of the country, which, indeed, from their resemblance

6 Dr, Morton’s splendid work on American crania has gone far
information. Out of about one hundred and
Is, of which he has ascertained the dimensions
third belong to the semi-civilized races;
The number of these last is too
g the great

to supply the requisite
fifty specimens of skul
with admirable precision, one-
and of them thirteen are Mexican.
small to found any general conclusions upon, considerin
diversity found in individuals of the same nation, not to say kindred.—
Blumenbach’s observations on American skulls were chiefly made,
according to Prichard (Physical History, vol. i, pp. 183, 184), from
specimens of the Carib tribes, as unfavorable, perhaps, as any ol the
continent.
70 Yet these specimens are not so easy to be obtained. With un-
common advantages for procuring these myself in Mexico, 1 have
not succeeded in obtaining any specimens of the genuine Aztec skull.
The difficulty of this may be readily comprehended by any one who
considers the length of time that has elapsed since the Conquest, and
that the burial-places of the ancient Mexicans have continued to be
used by their descendants. Dr. Morton more than once refers to his
specimens as those of the ‘ genuine Toltec skull, from cemeteries
in Mexico, older than the Congquest.”” (Crania Americana, Pp- 152,
153, 231, et alibi.) But how does he know that the heads are Toltec?
That nation is reported to have left the country about the middle of
the eleventh century, nearly eight hundred years ago,—according to
[xtlilxochit]l, indeed, a century earlier; and it seems much more
probable that the specimens now found in these burial-places should
belong to some of the races who have since occupied the country,
than to one so farremoved. The presumption is manifestly too feeble

to authorize any positive inference.
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slope of the Cordilleras, traverse the rich Valley of
Oaxaca, and penetrate the forests of Chiapa and Yuca-
tan, In the midst of these lonely regions we meet
with the ruins, recently discovered, of several ancient
cities, Mitla, Palenque, and Itzalana or Uxmal,” which
argue a higher civilization than anything yet found on
the American continent ; and, although it was not the
Mexicans who built these cities, yet, as they are prob-
ably the work of cognate races, the present inquiry
would be incomplete without some attempt to ascer-
tain what light they can throw on the origin of the
Indian, and consequently of the Aztec, civilization.?¢
Few works of art have been found in the neighbor-
hood of any of the ruins. Some of them, consisting
of earthen or marble vases, fragments of statues, and
the like, are fantastic, and even hideous ; others show
much grace and beauty of design, and are apparently

5 It is impossible to look at Waldeck’s finished drawings of
buildings, where Time seems scarcely to have set his mark on
the nicely chiselled stone, and the clear tints are hardly defaced by
a weather-stain, without regarding the artist's work as a resforation &
a picture true, it may be, of those buildings in the day of their
glory, but not of their decay.— Cogolludo, who saw them in the
middle of the seventeenth century, speaks of them with admira-
tion, as works of * accomplished architects,” of whom history has
preserved no tradition. Historia de Yucatan (Madrid, 1688), lib.
4, cap. 2,

76 In the original text is a description of some of these ruins, espe-
cially of those of Mitla and Palenque, It would have had novelty
at the time in which it was written, since the only accounts of these
buildings were in the colossal publications of Lord Kingshorough,
and in the Antiquités Mexicaines, not very accessible to most readers,
But it is unnecessary to repeat descriptions now familiar to every one,

and so much better executed than they can be by me, in the spirited
pages of Stephens,
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well executed.” It may seem extraordinary that no

iron in the buildings themselves, nor iron tools, shm_ﬂd

have been discovered, considering that the materials
used are chiefly granite, very hard, and carefully hewn
and polished. Red copper chisels and axes hav_e b(_zen
picked up in the midst of large blocks of gran}te 1.m4
perfectly cut, with fragments of pillars and fu'(‘.l:u‘crzm'(:sCi
in the quarries near Mitla.” Tools of a similar km”
have been discovered, also, in the quarries near‘Thebeb,
and the difficulty, nay, impossibility, of cutting such
masses from the living rock with any toois‘ whmh_we
possess, except iron, has confirmed an ingenious writer
in the supposition that this metal r.nust have been eén-
ployed by the Egyptians, but that ifs ‘tendency fo e(i
composition, especially in a nitrous soil, has pre\en.te

any specimens of it from being preserved.” Yet 1r01;
has been found, after the lapse of some t.hm'lsands?

years, in the remains of antiquity; and it is certain
that the Mexicans, down to the time of the Conque‘st,
used only copper instruments, with an alloy of tin,
and a silicious powder, to cut the hardest 'stones,
some of them of enormous dimensions.® Tth‘ falct,
with the additional circumstance that only similar

77 See, in particular, two terra-cotta busts \\'ith'helmets, founfd }11:1
Oaxacalwhich might well pass for Greek, both in the .st}:ha of the
heads a;nd the casques that cover them. Antiquités Mexicaines, tom,
iii. Exp. 2, Pl 36. -

78 Dupaix speaks of these tools as made of pure COpper. But dou‘t:'f
less there was some alloy mixed with it, as was practised by t_he Aztu,.s
and Egyptians; otherwise their edges must have been easily turned
by the hard substances on which they were employed.

75 Wilkinson, Ancient Egyptians, vol. iii. pp. 246-254.

8 Ante, vol. i. p. 142,
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tools have been found in Central America, strengthens
the conclusion that iron was neither known there nor
in ancient Egypt.

But what are the nations of the Old Continent
whose style of architecture bears most resemblance to
that of the remarkable monuments of Chiapa and
Yucatan? The points of resemblance will probably
be found neither numerous nor decisive. There is,
indeed, some analogy both to the Egyptian and Asiatic
style of architecture in the pyramidal, terrace-formed
bases on which the buildings repose, resembling also
the Toltec and Mexican #eocalli. A similar care, also,
is observed in the people of both hemispheres to adjust
the position of their buildings by the cardinal points.
The walls in both are covered with figures and hiero-
glyphics, which, on the American as on the Egyptian,
may be designed, perhaps, to record the laws and his-
torical annals of the nation. These figures, as well
as the buildings themselves, are found to have been
stained with various dyes, principally vermilion ;% a
favorite color with the Egyptians also, who painted
their colossal statues and temples of granite.®* Not-
withstanding these points of similarity, the Palenque
architecture has little to remind. us of the Egyptian or
of the Oriental. It is, indeed, more conformable, in

8t Waldeck, Aflas pittoresque, p. 73.—The fortress of Xochicaleo was
also colored with a red paint (Antiquités Mexicaines, tom. i. p. 20);
and a cement of the same color covered the Toltec pyramid at Teoti-
huacan, according to Mr. Bullock, Six Months in Mexico, vol, ii. p. I43.

82 Description de I'Egypte, Antiq., tom. ii. cap. 9, sec. 4.—The huge
image of the Sphinx was originally colored red. (Clarke's Travels,
vol v. p. 202.) Indeed, many of the edifices, as well as statues, of
ancient Greece, also, still exhibit traces of having been painted.
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the perpendicular elevation of the walls, the moderate
size of the stones, and the general arrangement of the
parts, to the European. It must be admitted, how-
ever, to have a character of originality peculiar to itself.

More positive proofs of communication with the
East might be looked for in their sculpture and in the
conventional forms of their hieroglyphics. But the
sculptures on the Palenque buildings are in relief, un-
like the Egyptian, which are usually in znfaglio. The
Egyptians were not very successful in their representa-
tions of the human figure, which are on the same
invariable model, always in profile, from the greater
facility of execution this presents over the front view ;
the full eye is placed on the side of the head, while
the countenance is similar in all, and perfectly desti-
tute of expression.®® The Palenque artists were equally
awkward in representing the various attitudes of the
body, which they delineated also in profile. But the
parts are executed with much correctness, and some-
times gracefully; the costume is rich and various ; and
the ornamented head-dress, typical, perhaps, like the
Aztec, of the name and condition of the person repre-
sented, conforms in its magnificence to the Oriental
taste. The countenance is various, and often expressive.
The contonr of the head is, indeed, most extraordinary,
describing almost a semicircle from the forehead to
the tip of the nose, and contracted towards the crown,

8 The various causes of the stationary condition of art in Egypt,
for so many ages, are clearly exposed by the duke di Serradifalco, in
his Antichita della Sicilia (Palermo, 1834, tom. ii. pp. 33, 34); awork
in which the author, while illustrating the antiquities of a little island,

has thrown a flood of light on the arts and literary culture of ancient
Greece.
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whether from the artificial pressure practised by many
of the aborigines, or from some preposterous notion
of ideal beauty.® But, while superior in the execu- -
tion of the details, the Palenque artist was far inferior
to the Egyptian in the number and variety of the
objects displayed by him, which on the Theban tem-
ples comprehend unimals as well as men, and almost
every conceivable object of use or elegant art.

The hieroglyphics are too few on the American
buildings to authorize any decisive inference. On
comparing them, however, with those of the Dresden
Codex, probably from this same quarter of the coun-
try,® with those on the monument of Xochicalco, and
with the ruder picture-writing of the Aztecs, it is not
easy to discern any thing which indicates a common
system. Still less obvious is the resemblance to the
Egyptian characters, whose refined and delicate abbre-
viations approach almost to the simplicity of an alpha-
bet. Yet the Palenque writing shows an advanced

8 “The ideal is not always the beautiful,”" as Winckelmann truly
says, referring to the Egyptian figures. (Histoire de 1'Art chez les
Anciens, liv. 4, chap. 2, trad. Fr.) It is not impossible, however, that
the portraits mentioned in the text may be copies from life. Some of
the rude tribes of America distorted their infants’ heads into forms
quite as fantastic ; and Garcilaso de la Vega speaks of a nation dis-
covered by the Spaniards in Florida, with a formation apparently not
unlike the Palenque: “Zienen cabezas increiblemente largas, y akie=
sadas para arriba, que las ponen asi con artificio, atdndoselas desde el
punto, que nascen las criaturas, hasta que son de nueve & diez afios,”
La Florida (Madrid, 1723), p. 1go.

% For a notice of this remarkable codex, see anfe, vol. i, p. 107.
There is, indeed, a resemblance, in the use of straight lines and dots,
between the Palenque writing and the Dresden MS. Possibly these
dots denoted years, like the rounds in the Mexican system.

R¥
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stage of the art, and, though somewl'mt clumsy, mf-
timates, by the conventional and ar‘bltrzn-y forms 0
the hieroglyphics, that it was symbo-hcal, and .pcrh.aps
phonetic, in its character.® That its mysterious 112-
port will ever be deciphered is scarcely to bfa expected.
The language of the race who empl.oyed it, the rice
jtself, is unknown. And it is not hk‘.ﬂ.y that zlmot_er
Rosetta stone will be found, with its'tnhngual inserip-
tion, to supply the means of comparison, :mfl to guide
the American Champollion in the path of dlscover.y.
It is impossible to contemplate these mysterious
monuments of a lost civilization w%thout 2 stron(,{?,r1
feeling of curiosity as to who were their a,rch}tects an ;
what is their probable age. The data on which to ?:els-
our conjectures of their age are not very substaﬁitlgt,
although some find in them a warrant for an antiqui 3;
of thousands of years, coeval with th.e archltecﬁure of
Egypt and Hindostan.”” But the interpretation o

i in pe icularlines. The heads
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i ds the rig
are uniformly turned towar B ‘ e
g « Lies ruines,” says the enthusiastic chevalier Le Noir, “sa
. euv mim
nom, & qui l'ona donné celui de Palengue, peuv ent rcrnonlte:{ comn e
| es du monde A trois mille ans. Ceci n'est point

i s Tuin :
e ageurs qui ont vu les

oninion seule; cest celle de Zous les voyas e
l::lci':esl?iom il s'agit, de fows les a‘rc_héocllogulgs tq;nilt ;: (Ejit s:iu;];ietliz:
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l'origine se perd dans la nuit des temps. (Antl(}un : Omempla‘:
tom. ii., Examen, p. 73-) Colonel Gahndo_, fired with the t':. el
tion of the American ruins, pronounces th}s country the mF .
hence it passed over to China, and 1attcr1y.to Lurope,
anity” may pretend, has but just started
See his Letter on Copan, ap. Trans.

of civilization, W
which, whatever ‘* its foolish v
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of Am. Ant. Soc., vol. il.
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hieroglyphics, and the apparent duration of trees, are
vague and unsatisfactory.® And how far can we derive
an argument from the discoloration and dilapidated
condition of the ruins, when we find so many struc-
tures of the Middle Ages dark and mouldering with
decay, while the marbles of the Acropolis and the
gray stone of Pestum still shine in their primitive
splendor?

There are, however, undoubted proofs of consider-
able age to be found there. Trees have shot up in the
midst of the buildings, which measure, it is said, more
than nine feet in diameter.® A still more striking
fact is the accumulation of vegetable mould in one of
the courts, to the depth of nine feet above the pave-
ment.® This in our latitude would be decisive of a
very great antiquity. But in the rich soil of Yucatan,
and under the ardent sun of the tropics, vegetation
bursts forth with irrepressible exuberance, and genera-
tions of plants succeed each other without intermis-
sion, leaving an accumulation of deposits that would
have perished under a northern winter. Another evi-

8 From these sources of information, and especially from the num-
ber of the concentric rings in some old trees, and the incrustation of
stalactites found on the ruins of Palenque, M, Waldeck computes
their age at between two and three thousand years. (Voyage en
Yucatan, p.78.) The criterion, as far as the trees are concerned, can-
not be relied on in an advanced stage of their growth; and as to the
stalactite formations, they are obviously affected by too many casual
circumstances, to afford the basis of an accurate calculation.

8 Waldeck, Voyage en Yucatan, ubi supra.

9 Antiquités Mexicaines, Examen, p. 76.—Hardly deep enough,
however, to justify Captain Dupaix's surmise of the antediluvian
existence of these buildings; especially considering that the accumu-
lation was in the sheltered position of an interior court.
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dence of their age is afforded by the circpmstance that
in one of the courts of Uxmal the granfte p€u-'emelnt,
on which the figures of tortoises were raised in relief,
is worn nearly smooth by the feet of the crlowdzivxir-ho
have passed over it;% a curious fact, suggﬂest.mg in e;-
ences both in regard to the age and pcpmat@n of t ;
vlace. Lastly, we have authority for carrying b_ac

;he date of many of these ruins to a certain pem:ﬁ,
since they were found ina deser.ted, and proba.blly : hl-
lapidated, state by the first Spaniards w%m enterec le
country. Their notices, indeed, are brTef and caksuatz
for the old Conquerors had little respect for works o

art ;% and it is fortunate for these structures that they

ot Waldeck, Voyage en Yucatan, p. 97- : o
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had ceased to be the living temples of the gods, since
no merit of architecture, probably, would have availed
to save them from the general doom of the monuments
of Mexico.

If we find it so difficult to settle the age of these
buildings, what can we hope to know of their archi-
tects? Little can be gleaned from the rude people by
whom they are surrounded. The old Tezcucan chron-
icler so often quoted by me, the best authority for the
traditions of his country, reports that the Toltecs, on
the breaking up of their empire,—which he places,
earlier than most authorities, in the middle of the
tenth century,—migrating from Anahuac, spread them-
selves over Guatemala, Tehuantepec, Campeachy, and
the coasts and neighboring isles on both sides of the
Isthmus.® This assertion, important, considering its
source, is confirmed by the fact that several of the
nations in that quarter adopted systems of astronomy
and chronology, as well as sacerdotal institutions, very
similar to the Aztec, which, as we have seen, were

paragraph in the text would have been omitted, had I enjoyed the
benefit of Mr. Stephens's researches when it was originally written,
This is especially the case with the reflections on the probable condi-
tion of these structures at the time of the Conquest; when some of
them would appear to have been still used for their original purposes.

93 “ Asimismo los Tultecas que escapdron se fuéron por las costas
del Mar del Sur y Norte, como son Huatimala, Tecuantepec, Cuauh-
zacualco, Campechy, Tecolotlan, y los de las Islas y Costas de una
mar y otra, que despues se viniéron 4 multiplicar.” Ixtlilxochitl,
Relaciones, MS., No. 5.

94 Herrera, Hist. general, dec. 4, 1ib, 10, cap. 1-4.—Cogolludoe, Hist.
de Yucatan, 1ib. 4, cap. 5.—Pet. Martyr, De Insulis, ubi supra.—M.
Waldeck comes to just the opposite inference, namely, that the in-
habitants of Yucatan were the true sources of the Toltec and Aztec

VoL, I11I.—34
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also probably derived from the Toltecs, their more
polished predecessors in the land. :

If so recent a date for the construction of the Ameri-
can buildings be thought incompatible with this ob-
livion of their origin, it should be remembered how
treacherous a thing is tradition, and how easily the
links of the chain are severed. The builders of the
pyramids had been forgotten before the time.of tllle
earliest Greek historians.”s The antiquary still dis-
putes whether the frightful inclination of t11at.archi-
tectural miracle, the tower of Pisa, standing as it does
in the heart of a populous city, was the work of ac-
cident or design. And we have seen how soon the
Tezcucans, dwelling amidst the ruins of their royal
_ palaces, built just before the Conquest, had forgotten
their history, while the more inquisitive traveller refers
their construction to some remote period before the
Aztecs.? ‘ :

The reader has now seen the principal points of
coincidence insisted on between the civilization of
ancient Mexico and the Eastern hemisphere. In pre-
senting them to him, I have en(-ieav?red to confine
myself to such as rest on sure historic grounds, a%ld
not so much to offer my own opinion as to enab.le him
to form one for himself. There are some material em-
barrassments in the way to this, however, which must
civilization. (Voyage en Yucatan, p. 72.) ‘‘ Doubt must be our ]‘ot
in everything,” exclaims the honest Captain Dup?ix.——“ the true faith
always excepted.”  Antiquités Mexicaines, tom. 1. p. 2.

o5 Inter omnes eos non constat a quibus factee sint, Jqu.]SEll'-ﬂO
casu, obliteratis tantze vanitatis auctoribus.” Pliny, Hist. Nat., lib.

36, cap. 17.
96 Ante, vol. 1. p. 186.
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not be passed over in silence. These consist, not in
explaining the fact that, while the mythic system and
the science of the Aztecs afford some striking  points
of analogy with the Asiatic, they should differ in so
many more; for the same phenomenon is found among
the nations of the Old World, who seem to have bor-
rowed from one another those ideas, only, best suited
to their peculiar genius and institutions. Nor does the
difficulty lie in accounting for the great dissimilarity
of the American languages to those in the other hemi-
sphere; for the difference with these is not greater than
what exists among themselves ; and no one will contend
for a separate origin for each of the aboriginal tribes.s
But it is scarcely possible to reconcile the knowledge
of Oriental science with the total ignorance of some
of the most serviceable and familiar arts, as the use of
wilk and iron, for example ; arts so simple, yet so im-
portant to domestic comfort, that when once acquired
they could hardly be lost.

The Aztecs had no useful domesticated animals.
And we have seen that they employed bronze, as a
substitute for iron, for all mechanical purposes. The
bison, or wild cow of America, however, which ranges
in countless herds over the magnificent prairies of the
west, yields milk like the tame animal of the same
species in Asia and Europe ;® and iron was scattered

97 At least, this is true of the etymology of these languages, and,
as such, was adduced by Mr. Edward Everett, in his Lectures on the
Aboriginal Civilization of America, forming part of a course delivered
some years since by that acute and highly accomplished scholar,

93 The mixed breed, from the buffalo and the European stock, was

known formerly in the northwestern counties of Virginia, says Mr.
Gallafin (Synopsis, sec. 5); who is, however, mistaken in asserting
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in large masses over the surface of the table-land. Vet
there have been people considerably civilized in East-
ern Asia who were almost equally strangers to the use
of milk.® The buffalo range was not so much on the
western coast as on the eastern slopes of the Rocky
Mountains ;*° and the migratory Aztec might well
doubt whether the wild, uncouth monsters whom he
occasionally saw bounding with such fury over the
distant plains were capable of domestication, like the
meek animals which he had left grazing in the green
pastures of Asia. Iron, too, though met with on the
surface of the ground, was more tenacious, and harder
to work, than copper, which he also found in much
greater quantities on his route. Itis possible, more-

that ** the bison is not known to have ever been domesticated by the
Indians.”” (Ubi supra.) Gomara speaks of a nation, dwelling about
40° north latitude, on the northwestern borders of New Spain, whose
chief wealth was in droves of these cattle (duyes con una giba sobre la
criz, " oxen with a hump on the shoulders™), from which they got thei.
clothing, food, and drink, which last, however, appears to have been
only the blood of the animal. Historia de las Indias, cap. 214, ap.
Barcia, tom, ii,

% The people of parts of China, for example, and, above all, of
Cochin China, who never milk their cows, according to Macartney,
cited by Humboldt, Essai politique, tom. iil. p. 58, note. See, also,
p- 118.

0 The native regions of the buffalo were the vast prairies of the
Missouri, and they wandered over the long reach of country east of
the Rocky Mountains, from 55° north, to the headwaters of the
streams between the Mississippi and the Rio del Norte. The Colum-
bia plains, says Gallatin, were as naked of game as of trees. (Synop-
sis, sec. 5.) That the bison was sometimes found also on the other
side of the mountains, is plain from Gomara's statement. (Hist, de
las Ind., loc. cit.) See, also, Laet, who traces their southern wan-
derings to the river Vaquimi(?), in the province of Cinaloa, on the
Californian Gulf. Novus Orbis (Lugd. Bat, 1633), p- 286.
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over, that his migration may have been previous to the
time when iron was used by his nation ; for we have
seen more than one people in the Old World employ-
ing bronze and copper with entire ignorance appa‘;-
ently, of any more serviceable metal.'“—Suc}’x is the
explanation, unsatisfactory, indeed, but the best that
suggests itself, of this curious anomaly.

The consideration of these and similar difficulties
h_as. }ed some writers to regard the antique American
civilization as purely indigenous. Whichever way we
turn, the subject is full of embarrassment. It is easy,

indeed, by fastening the attention on one portion of

1t, to come to a conclusion. In this way, while some

fe:el_ ‘]ittle hesitation in pronouncing the American
f:1v1‘l1zation original, others, no less certainly, discern
In it a Hebrew, or an Egyptian, or a Chinese, or a
Tartar origin, as their eyes are attracted by the light

101 Ante, vol. i. p. 142.
Thus Lucretius ;

““ Et prior ris erat, quam ferri cognitus usus
Quo facilis magis est natura, et copia major,.
/Ere solum terree tractabant, zreque belli
Miscebant fluctus.””

De RErym NATURA, lib, 5.

According to Carli, the Chinese were acquainted with iron 3000
}’cc?rs. before Christ. (Lettres Améric., tom. ii. p. 63.) Sir _‘fs G
Wilkinson, in an elaborate inquiry into its first appearanr;e amon ‘lht;
peop]ke of Europe and Western Asia, finds no traces of it earliergthan
the ﬁl'xtcenl‘n century before the Christian era. (Ancient Egyptians
vol. iii. pp. 241-246.) The origin of the most useful arts is 105; in

d?lkrkness. Their very utility is one cause of this, from the rapidity
.wnh which they are diffused among distant nations. Anothe; iaus]a
s, 1%1f3.t in the first ages of the discovery men are more occupied with
availing themselves of it than with recorcing its history; until time

turns history into fiction. Instances are familiar to every school-boy.

34%
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of analogy too exclusively to this or the other quarter.
The number of contradictory lights, of itself, per-
plexes the judgmént and prevents us from arriving at a
precise and positive inference. Indeed, the affectation
of this, in so doubtful a matter, argues a most unphilo-
sophical mind. Vet where there is most doubt there is
often the most dogmatism.

The reader of the preceding pages may perhaps
acquiesce in the general conclusions,—not startling
by their novelty,—

First, that the coincidences are sufficiently strong to
authorize a belief that the civilization of Anahuac was
in some degree influenced by that of Eastern Asia.

And, secondly, that the discrepancies are such 2s to
carry back the communication to a very remote period;
so remote that this foreign influence has been too feeble
to interfere materially with the growth of what may be
regarded in its essential features as a peculiar and in-
digenous civilization.
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