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1528-1531.

Przarko and his officer, having crossed the Isthmus, em-
barked at Nombre de Dios for the old country, and after a
good passage, reached Seville early in the summer of 1528.
There happened to be at that time in port a person well
known in the history of Spanish adventure as the Bachelor
Tinciso. He had taken an active part in the colonization
of Tierra Firme, and had a pecuniary claim against the
early colonists of Darien, of whom Pizarro was one. Im-
mediately on the landing of the latter, he was seized by
Enciso’s orders, and held in custody for the debt. Pizarro,
who had fled from his native land as a forlorn and house-
less adventurer, after an absence of more than twenty
years, passed, most of them, in unprecedentod toil . and
suffering, now found himself’ on his return the inmate of
a prison. Such was the commencement of these brilliant
fortunes. which, as he had frusted, awaited him at home.
The circumstance excited general indignation; and no
sooner was the Court advised of his arrival in the coun-
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try, and the great purpose of his mission, than orders
were sent for his release, with permission to proceed at
once on his journey. .
Pizarro .ﬁmml the emperor at Toledo, which he was
soon to quit, in order to embark for Italy. z‘ilminr \\"‘l~.§
nul;-t]]u favorite residence of Charles the Fifth, in llll;r
.eurh(.-r part of his reign. He was now ai that p::ariod nt;
it “‘]lt’_’I'l he was enjoying the full flush of his trium shs
over his gallant rival of France, whom he ]m;l (lcfc;tl{e;
:11.1(1 taken prisoner at the great batile of I'.’:u'l:i' .ﬁud‘tl]{e
victor was at this moment preparing to pass il,atu Italy
t.); receive th'e imperial crown from the hands of the
I.mm:m Pontiff. Elated by his successes and his eleva-
h?n to the Gurm:m throne, Charles made lilﬂe .i‘tt‘t.}(ml‘]t
o% his hereditary kingdom, as his ambition found so spfcn-
did a career thrown open to it on the wide fiv]d. u.f jium-
pean })()].lll(,‘.s. He had hitherto received too inconsiderable
1'utu1‘11‘_‘: from his transatlantic possessions tf.m give L-hem‘.th
a{tcn_imn they deserved. But, as the recent ::\—w t.1i~'i(.i n f(}
Mexico and the brilliant anticipations i "1 _
southern continent were press E i “-“l_’“t o
ent were pressed upon his notice, he felt
f]l(:l'l importance as likely to afford him the means of prose-
cuting his ambitious and most expensive elltm'priw e
Pzz:lri'o,. I..I:(‘reil:re, who had now come to .'\:ltirf\'-.t-lhl;’ royal
eyes, by ‘\'l::illli: proofs, of the truth of the golden 1:11111;1;3
\\:Iuch, from_ time to time, had reached (_.':;tilv was rrfﬂ.-
Citlli-[,‘-fl_\' l'(-n:cn'u'l by the emperor. Charles ('xa'minenlﬁt{le
various objects which his officer exhibited to him \\‘it]i."l‘k“lt.
at[etitl‘fil- He was particularly interested by the a vbm':‘z‘-
ance of the llama, so remarkable as the only beast (c}!i"ll,\.l‘lll'-
(l(l‘n yet known on the new continent ; and the f."l!.lc fabrics
of W(-)i'r“u]l cloth, which were made }}'(;::1 its :'ahwmr\'ti)lll'j:
gave it a much higher value, in the eyes (uf: t-lu‘,‘ zi—arr-;-ittl.:
;n?narchl. than what it possessed as an :1-11im.:11 ﬁ)r.(‘hﬁ;;r:e:tlilz
abor. e speci i ;
and)lthe 5&2;2;#{1&}(1;:[9:35 g}t. tg_old).:ujq .sﬂw.r m:muﬂw%ure,
which Pizarro had to tell of the
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abundanece of the precious metals, must have satisfied even
the cravings of royal cupidity.

Pizarro, far from being embarrassed by the novelty of
his situation, maintained his usual self-possession, and
showed that decorum and even dignity in his address which
belong to the Castilian. He spoke in a simple and respect-
ful style, but with the carnestness and natural cloquence of
one who had been an actor in the scenes he deseribed,
and who was conscious that the impression he made on
his audience was to decide his future destiny. All listened
with eagerness to the account of his strange adventures by
sea and land, his wanderings in the forests, or in the dismal
and pestilent swamps on the sea-coast, without food, almost
withont raiment, with feet torn and bleeding at every step,
with his few companions becoming <till fewer by diseaseand
death, and yet pressing on with unconquerable spirit to ex-
tend the empire of Castile, and the name and power of her
sovereign ; but when he painted his lonely condition on the
desolate island, abandoned by the government at home, de-
serted by all but a handful of devoted followers, his royal
auditor, though not easily moved, was affected to tears.
On his departure from Toledo, Charles commended the af-
fairs of his vassal in the most favorable terms to the con-
sideration of the Council of the Indies!

There was at this time another man at court, who had
come there on a similar errand from the New World,
but whose splendid achievements had already won for
hrew the rising reputation of Pizarro

him a name that t
s man was Hernando

comparatively into the shade. Thi

i Pedro Pizarro, Descub. y Conq., MS.—Naharro, Relacion Su-
maria, MS.—Conq. i Pob. del Pirn, MS.

« Hablaba tan bien en la materia, que se Nevo los aplausos y
atencion en Toledo donde el Emperador estaba diole audiencia con
macho gusto, tratolo amoroso, y oyole tierno, especialmente eaando
le hizo relacion de su consistencia y de los trece compafieros en la
Isla en medio de tantos trabajos”” Montesinos, Annales, MS,, afio
1523.
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Cortés, the Conquerer of Mexico. He had come home to
}:1),' an empire at the feet of his sovereion, and to demand
in return the redress of his wrongs, and the recompense of
]]ll.:i great services. He was at the close of his career, as
I izarro was at the commencement of his; the Conqueror
of the North and of the South ; the two men appointed by
I_’roviclem-c to overturn the most potent of the Indian dynnes
ties, and to open the golden gates by which the breasures of
the New World were to pass into the coffers of Spain.

: :\.nut\\ilhthl)l‘ltl.Il}_" the emperor’s recommendation, the
usiness of Pizarro went forward at the tardy pace with
which affairs are usually conducted in the court of Castile
1e hmnd. his limited means gradually sinking under the
expenses wecurred by his present sitnation, and he repre-
sented that, unless some measures were speedily taken in

reference to his suit, however favorable they might be in
ftll‘T: end, he slmuh.I be in no condition to ]")l‘i)ﬁt: by them.
e queen, accordingly, who had charee of the hu.vai‘nu:cs. on
her husband’s departure, expedited the affair, and on the
t\.\'t[lt_\'-r_-'ixth of July, 1529, she exeented the nwnmrublg;
Capifulation, which defined the powers and privileges of
Pizarro. =
The instrument secured to that chief the right of discoy-
ery and conquest in the province of Peru, or New Castile
——;1&'-thr3 country was then called, in the 45:11119 m;m-m:r :1.;
)‘Iexmo had received the name of New Spain,—for th;}
distance of two hundred leasues south of S;mti:’wn. He
\\;us to receive the titles and rank of Governor :’.ru]?}aptuim
General of the province, together with those of Adelan-
tado, and Alguacil Mayor, for life; and he was to have a
salary of seven hundred and twentv-five leu\s-:md mur'l“
vedis, with the obligation of maintaining certain ()rﬁcc;'=
al.ul military retainers, corresponding with the dignity nf:
his station. He was to have the richt to crea.-tbcermin
fortresses, with the absolute government of them : to assien
encomiendas of Indians, under the limitations i)l'esc'ri“h.:d
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by law; and, in fine, to exercise nearly all the prerogatives
incident to the authority of a viceroy.

His associate, Almagro, was declared commander of the
fortress of Tumbez, with an annual rent of three hundred
thousand maravedis, and with the further rank and privi-
leges of an hidalgo. The reverend Father Luque received
the reward of his services in the Bishopric of Tumbez, and
he was also declared Protector of the Indians of Peru. He
was to enjoy the yearly stipend of a thousand ducats,—to
be derived, like the other salaries and gratuities in this in-
strument, from the revenues of the conquered territory.

Nor were the subordinate actors in the expedition for-
gotten. Ruiz received the title of Grand Pilot of the
Southern Occan, with a liberal provision; Candia was
placed at the head of the artillery; and the remaining
eleven companions on the desolate island were created hi-
dalgos and cavalleros, and raised to certain municipal dig-
nities,—in prospect.

Several provisions of a liberal tenor were also made, to
encourage emigration to the country. The new settlers
were to be exempted from some of the most onerous, but
customary taxes, as the aleabala, or to be subject to them
only in a mitigated form. The tax on the precious metals
drawn from mines was to be reduced, at first, to one tenth,
instead of the fifth imposed on the same metals when ob-
tained by barter or by rapine.

It was expressly enjoined on Pizarro to observe the ex-
isting regulations for the good government and protection
of the natives; and he was required to carry out with him
a specified number of ecclesiastics, with whom he was fo
take counsel in the conguest of the country, and whose
efforts were to be dedicated to the service and conversion
of the Indians; while lawyers and attorneys, on the other
hand, whose presence was considered as boding ill to the
harmony of the new settlements, were strictly prohibited
from setting foot in them.
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Pizarro, on his part, was bound, in six months from the
date of i_}le instrument, to raise a force, well equipped for
the service, of two hundred and fifty men, of whom one
hundred might be drawn from the colonies : and the gov-
ernment engaged to furnish some trifling assistance inhthe
purchase of artillery and military stores. Finally, he was
to be prepared, in six months after his return to .I”nnamﬂ-
to leave that port and embark on his expedition.? :

Such are some of the principal provisions of this Capit-
ulzuiu.:l, by which the Castilian government, with the
sagacious policy which it usually pursued on the like
occasions, stimulated the ambitious hopes of the adventurer
by ]‘n_x_;h-soumling titles, and liberal promises of reward
'(‘Ulltm_'_{cllt on his sueccess, but took care to stake nothing
itself on the issue of the enterprise. It was careful to 1'«'1;131
the frtfiis of his toil, but not to pay the cost of them. 5

A circumstance that could not fail to be remarked in
these provisions was the manner in which the high and
luCl‘:.lt.l\‘f_‘ posts were accumulated on Pizarro, to the ex-
clusion nf";\lmzigru, who, if he had not taken as c:-()n:\pic;l-
ousa part in personal toil and exposure, had, at least, divided
with hi'm the original burden of the enterprise, am‘l. by his
e

\ ss.  Almagro had willingly conceded the

post of honor to his confederate ; but it had been stipulated
on Pizarro’s departure for Spain, that, while he Suli('it('(l,
the office of Governor and (.‘:q>t:1ir]—('icn‘cral for himself he
é;};\uuld :'-‘C(L‘lll‘i.; th;nt. of Adelantado for his emnp:mio-n. : In
1ke manner he had engage apply for S
ey i)liilltllxl,lg;ar_:\:ll lm .11=1|I_\‘ for t‘!m see of’Tuml)(rz
anamd, and the office of Alguacil Mayor

* This remarkable document, formerly in the archives of Simancas
andnow tm.h!":l‘t‘rrcll to the Archivo General de las Indias in Ht‘\‘i.llif’
was transcribed for the rich collection of the late Don :\i:lﬂiﬂ,
Fernandez -de Navarrete, to whose kindness I am indebted for
a copy ‘nf it.—It will be found printed entire, in the original, in
dppendix, No. 7. ] cy
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for the Pilot Ruiz. The bishoprie took the direction that
was concerted, for the soldier could scarcely claim the
mitre of the prelate; but the other offices, instead of their
appropriate distribution, were all concentred in himself.
Yet it was in reference fo his application for his friends,
that Pizarro had promised on his departure to deal fairly
and honorably by them all®

It is stated by the military chronicler, Pedro Pizarro,
that his kinsman did, in fact, urge the suit strongly in he-
half of Almagro; but that he was refused by the govern-
ment, on the ground that offices of such paramount im-
portance could not be committed to different individuals.
The ill effects of such an arrangement had been long since
folt in more than one of the Indian colonies, where it had
led to rivalry and fatal collision.* Pizarro, therefore, find-
ing his remonstrances unheeded, had no alternative but to
combine the offices in his own person, or to sce the expedi-
tion fall to the ground. This explanation of the affair has
not received the sanction of other contemporary historians.
The apprehensions expressed by Luque, at the time of Pi-
zarro’s assuming the mission, of some such result as actually

% «A] fin se capituld, gue Francisco Picarro negociase la Governa-
cion para si: i para Diego de Almagro, el Adelantamiento: i para
Hernando de Luque, ¢l Obispado: 1 para Bartolomé Ruiz, el
Alguacilazgo Maior: i Mercedes para los que quedaban vivos, de los
trece Compafieros, afirmando siempre Franciseo Pigaryo, que todo lo
queria para ellos, i prometiendo, que negociaria lealmente, i sin nin-
guna cantela” Herrera, Hist. General, dee. 4, 1ib. 3, cap. 1.

%Y don Francisco Picarro pidio conforme 4 lo que llevava
capitulado y hordenado con sus compaiieros ya dicho, y en el con-
sejo se le rrespondio que no avia lugar de dar governacion a dos
compafieros, i canssa de que en santa maria se ania dado ansi 4 dos
compaiieros y el uno avia muerto al -otro Pues pedido, como
digo, muchas vezes por don Francisco Piearrose les hiziese la mer-
ced 4 amboes compaiieros, se le rrespondio la pidiesse parassi sino que
e daria & otro, y visto que no avia lugar lo que pedia y queria
pedio se le hiziese la merced a el,y ansi se le hizo”” Descub. y
Cong., MS.




284 CONQUEST OF PERU.

occurred, founded, doubtless, on a knowledge of his associ
m..e's-('luu‘:u‘tmx may warrant us in distrusting theh ;iifnul
\-’f:u.llc:ltion of his conduct, and our tli.@trus; will ;1(;;["
diminished by familiarity with his subsequent career I‘,i(-:
zarro’s virtue was not of a kind to withstand t(-mpl-:lt;un —
though of a much weaker sort than that now thrown i.u i is
path. -
_The fortunate ecavalier was also honored with the habit
f-’f ot. Jago;® and he was authorized to make an impurt-mtI
inno yation in his family escutcheon,—for by the ﬁlth;r‘~
side he might claim his armorial bearings. The l)l'lclz
eagle and the two pillars emblazoned t_;nﬁ‘..hv royal a;'rn*
were if]tf.ﬂ‘p'n'nhgd with those of the Pizarros: zul‘dt an In=j
dian city, with a vessel in the distance on the waters, and
the i’f:m'}u of Peru, revealed the theatre and the L‘Illih’jl;[(’r
of his exploits; while the lecend announced, that “n‘n(ler
the auspices of Charles, and by the im}ush':' the genius
and the resources of Pizarro, the country !-1:‘11{ bozn i!i:
CO\'(‘!T‘C(l and reduced to tl'allrpiiliit;,',"mtll{ls modestly im}:
; ] - ToE < - 2
;;:lt:.::?_sb%h the past and prospective services of the Con-
b
. fh,e.w'e ar ':,mgmnents having been thus completed to Pi-
ZATTO s_satlsmcti:)u, he left Toledo for Truxillo, his native
;{lacc. in Estremadura, where he thoucht he :«'hm:zl.]‘bv ASI!( <t
likely to meet with adherents for his new (.-ntornrim-c zl);cl
where it doubtless gratified his vanity to display !;ilnhsoglt'lin

the palmy, or at least promising, state of his present eir-
cumstances. If' vanity be m'er”purtionahlo it is (l-)(‘f't-'tinl

in & man who, born in an obscure station i’n ]i%’c .\.\'ighon{
family, interest, or friends to back him, has ca:‘w;i out hisl

e iy

o Xerez, Umq._ del Pern, ap. Barcia, tom. IIL. p. 182.—Oviedo
%ht, d_e las Indias, MS., Parte 3, lib. 8, cap. 1.—Caro de Tan‘c.,

HJ:torla de las Ordenes Militares, (ed. Madrid, 1629,) p. 113 .

= (,.il‘j’r]l Ciesaris auspicio, et labore, ingenio, ac impensa Ducis
icarro inventa, et pacata.” Herrera, Hist. G ;

Sl ; , Hist. General, dee. 4, lib. 6,
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own fortunes in the world, and, by his own resources, fri-
umphed over all the obstacles which nature and®accident
had thrown in his way. Such was the condition of Pizarro,
as he now revisited the place of his nativity, where he had
hitherto been known only as a poor outeast, without a home
to shelter, a father to own him, or & friend to lean upon.
But he now found both friends and followers, and some who
were eager to claim kindred with him, and take part in his
future fortunes. Among these were four brothers. Three
of them, like himself, were illegitimaie ; one of whom,
named Francisco Martin de Alcintara, was related to him
by the mother’s side; the other two, named Gonzalo and
Juan Pizarro, were descended from the father. They
were all poor, and proud as they were poor,” says Oviedo,
who had seen them ; “and their eagerness for gain was in
proportion to their poverty.”

The remaining and eldest brother, named Hernando, was
a legitimate son,—* legitimate,” continues the same caustic
authority, “by his pride, as well as by his birth.” His
features were plain, even disagreeably so; but his figure
was good. He was large of stature, and, like his brother
Francis, had on the whole an imposing presence” In his
character, he combined some of the worst defects incident
to the Castilian. ~He was jealous in the extreme; impatient
not merely of affront, but of the least slight, and implac-
able in his resentment. He was decisive in his measures,

7 & Tryjo tres o cuatro hermanos suyos tan soberbios como pobres,
& tan sin hacienda como deseosos de alcanzarla? Hist. de las
Indias, MS., Parte 3, lib. 8, cap. 12

& Oviedo’s portrait of him is by no means flattering. He writes
like one too familiar with the original. 1 de todos ellos el Her-
nando Pizarro solo era legitimo, é mas legitimado en la soberbia,
hombre de alta estatura é grueso, la lengua é lablos gordos, € la puntade
Ja nariz con sobrada carne é encendida, y este fue el desavenidor y
estorbador del sosiego de todos y en especial de los dos viejos com-
paieros Francisco Pizarro é Diego de Almagro.” Hist. de las
Indias, MS., ubi supra.
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and unscrupulous in their execution. No touch of pity
had power to arrest his arm. His :l!‘l‘(l'_’flllt;(! Was qlII ‘]}
that he was constantly wounding the seltlove of ﬂl:}:i(‘- w;t;,
\-\'}l(._l‘]]'l he acted ; thus hcgettin;;an ill-will which 1.1;1|’|e(-v<i
:\"le'll‘\' l']lllll'.illliuil obstacles in his path. In this he (iiﬂlt'i-'{-’.’]
from ln.?- brother Francis, whose plausible manners smu::t)h:i
away ul:f'iicu!t.ics, and conciliated confidence :mci un'ip.or:-
tion in his enterprises. Unfortunately, the evil ('n,nun;vl\' (jf
Hernando exercised an influence over his bl'othvr”\\'};i[-h
more than compensated the advantages derived i.'t‘mn his
singular capacity for business. ¥ ;s
Notwithstanding the general interest which Pizarro’s
fuh'cuturo:': excited in his country, that chief did not fin:i
it easy to comply with the l}I‘r_l\']I:-il;IIS of the Capitulation i£1
LS EEL to the amount of his levies. Those who were most
astonished by his narrative were not ;1!“‘.-:\.'5 most inc-[in;d
to take part in his fortunes. They shrunk from the un
Pl’{!‘ﬂ“l._'li'l_l hardships which lay in the path of -lho -ulv(’n‘
turer in that direction; and they listened u'i.th '\'f\ti!;lf‘ rlE:
trust to 11‘1(: gorgeous pictures of the golden u-n;)lca' '.llI‘-i
gardens of Tumbez, which they looked upon as im{&-l:t-rc(l i:1
some degree, at least, to the coloring of iiis f‘:lf}-f"\' \\'i.lh. the
t)h\'mus purpose of attracting followers to his f);lnnur l]é
is S\'tzrz said that Pizarro would have found if-.(liff‘lll;lilf- t|;
liill.‘.‘t)ftllt‘. necessary funds, but for the seasonable :{id of
f;,nl‘!f:s, a n:Ltl_ve of Estremadura like himself, his compan-
1:)-” lm :n;ms in early days, and, according to report, his
i.llr{]lilli.' No one was in a better condition to hold out a
Iw]lsl‘n_'_'; hand to a brother adventurer, and, probably. no
onejtclt- greater sympathy in Pizarro’s fortunes, or f'l"t",ltk’l'
confidence in his eventual sucecess, than the man '\\'horlmi’t \‘.u
lar{e\]y tr.od the same eareer with renown. =
ané};ai;;_:r:jn;:?lt[?s ‘J.H:ml()ld by the Capitulation had elapsed,
e % a.afun ed '.'-‘mnet\'.Imt less than his stipu-
afed complement of men, with which he was preparing to

® Pizarro y Orellana, Varones Ilustres, p. 143.
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embark in a little squadron of three vessels at Seville;
but, before they were wholly ready, he received intelligence
that the officers of the Council of the Tndies proposed to
inquire into the condition of the vessels, and ascertain how
far the requisitions had been complied with.

Without loss of time, therefore, Pizarro, afraid, if the
facts were known, that his enterprise might be nipped in
the bud, slipped his cables, and crossing the bar of San
Lucar, in January, 1530, stood for the isle of Gomera,—
one of the Canaries,—where he ordered his brother Her-

nando, who had charge of the remaining vessels, to meet

him.
Scarcely
tute the searc

had he gone, before the officers arrived to insti-
h. But when they objected the deficiency of
men, they were casily—perhaps willingly—deceived by the
pretext that the remainder had gone forward in the vessel
with Pizarro. At all events, no further obstacles were
‘hrown in Hernando’s way, and he was permitted, with the
rest of the squadron, to join his brother, according to agree-
ment, at Gomera.

After a prosperous voyage, the adventurers reached the
northern coast of the great southern continent, and an-
chored off the port of Santa Marta, Here they received
cuch disconraging teports of the countries to which they
were bound, of forests teeming with insects and venomous
serpents, of huge alligators that swarmed on the banks of
the streams, and of hardships and perils such as their own
foars had never painted, that several of Pizarre’s men de-
serted ; and their leader, thinking it no longer safe to abide
in such treacherous quarters, sel sail at once for Nomhre

de Dios.
Soon after his arrival there, he was met by his two asso-

ciates, Luque and Almagro, who had erossed the mountains
for the purpose of hearing from his own lips the precise
import of the capitulation with the Crown. Great, as
might have been expected, was Almagro’s discontent at




