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The result was his two historical works, Memorias Antiguas Histori-
ales del Peru, and his Annales, sometimes cited in these pages. The
former is taken up with the early history of the country,—very
early, it must be admitted, since it goes back to the deluge. The
first part of this treatise is chiefly occupied with an argument to
show the identity of Peru with the golden Ophir of Solomon’s time!
This hypothesis, by no means original with the author, may give no
unfair notion of the character of his mind. In the progress of his
work he follows down the line of Inca princes, whose exploits, and
names even, by no means coincide with Garcilasso’s catalogue; a
circumstance, however, far from establishing their inaccuracy. But
one will have little doubt of the writer's title to this reproach, that
reads the absurd legends told in the grave tone of reliance by Mon-
tesinos, who shared largely in the credulity and the love of the
marvellous which belong to an earlier and less enlightened age.

These same traits are visible in his Annals, which are devoted ex-
clusively to the Conquest. Here, indeed, the author, after his cloudy
flight, has descended on firm ground, where gross violations of
truth, or, at least, of probability, are not to be expected. But any
one who has occasion to compare his narrative with that of con-
temporary writers will find frequent cause to distrust it. Yet Mon-
tesinos has one merit. In his extensive researches, he became
acquainted with original instruments, which he has occasionally
transferred to his own pages, and which it would be now difficult to
meet elsewhere.

His writings have been commended by some of his learned
countrymen, as showing diligent research and information. My own
experience would not assign them a high rank as historical vouchers.
They seem to me entitled to little praise, either for the accuracy of
their statements, or the sagacity of their reflections., The spirit of
cold indifference which they manifest to the sufferings of the natives
is an odious feature, for which there is less apology in a writer of the
seventeenth century than in one of the primitive Conquerors, whose
passions had been inflamed by long-protracted hostility. M. Ter-
naux-Compans has translated the Memorius Antiguas with his usual
elegance and precision, for his collection of original documents re-
lating to the New World. He speaks in the Preface of doing the
game kind office to the Annales, at a future time. I am not aware
that he has done this; and I cannot but think that the excellent
translator may find a better subject for his labors in some of the rich
collection of the Mufioz manuseripts in his possession.

BOOK IV.
CIVIL WARS OF THE CONQUERORS.

CHAPTER L

ALMAGRO’S MARCH TO CHILL—SUFFERING OF THE TROOPS.
—HE RETURNS AND SEIZES CUZC0.—ACTION OF ABANCAY.
—GASPAR DE ESPINOSA.—ALMAGRO LEAVES CUZCO.—NE-
GOTIATIONS WITH PIZARRO.

1535-1537.

" WaiLe the events recorded in the preceding chapter
were passing, the Marshal Almagro was engaged in his
memorable expedition to Chili. He had set out, as we
have seen, with only part of his forces, leaving his licuten-
ant to follow him with the remainder. During the first
part of the way, he profited by the great military road of
the Incas, which stretched across the table-land far towards
the south. DBut as he drew near to Chili, the Spanish com-
mander became entangled in the defiles of the mountains,
where no vestige of ‘a road was to be discerned. Here his
progress was impeded by all the obstacles which belong to
the wild scenery of the Cordilleras; deep and ragged ra-
vines, round whose sides a slender sheep-path wound up to
a dizzy height over the precipices below; rivers rushing in
fury down the slopes of the mountains, and throwing them-
selves in stupendous cataracts into the yawning abyss; dark
forests of pine that seemed to have no end, and then again
long reaches of desolate table-land, without so much as a
bush or shrub to shelter the shivering traveller from the
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82 CIVIL WARS OF THE CONQUERORS.

blast that swept down from the frozen summits of the
sierra.

The cold was so intense, that many lost the nails of their
fingers, their fingers themselves, and sometimes their limbs.
Others were blinded by the dazzling waste of snow, reflect.
ing the rays of a sun made intolerably brilliant in the thin
atmosphere of these elevated regions. Hunger came, as
usual, in the train of woes; for in these dismal solitudes
no vegetation that would suffice for the food of man was
visible, and no living thing, except only the great bird of
the Andes, hovering over their heads in expectation of his
banquet. This was too frequently afforded by the number
of wretched Indians, who, unable, from the scantiness of
their clothing, to encounter the severity of the climate,
perished by the way. Such was the pressure of hunger,
that the miserable survivors fed on the dead bodies of their
countrymen, and the Spaniards forced a similar sustenance
from the carcasses of their horses, literally frozen to death
in the mountain passes)—Such were the terrible penalties
which Nature imposed on those who rashly intruded on
these her solitary and most savage haunts.

Yet their own sufferings do not seem to have touched the
hearts of the Spaniards with any feeling of compassion for
the weaker natives. Their path was everywhere marked
by burnt and desolated hamlets, the inhabitants of which
were compelled to do them service as beasts of burden.
They were chained together in gangs of ten or twelve, and
10 infirmity or feebleness of body excused the unfortunate
captive from his full share of the common toil, till he some-
times dropped dead, in his very chains, from mere exhaus-
tionl? Alvarado’s company are accused of having been

1 Herrera, Hist. General, dec. 5, 1ib. 10, cap. 1_.3' Qviedo, H.ist.
de las Indias, MS, Parte 3, lib. 9, cap. 4—Congq. i Pob. del Piru,
MS.

2 Cong. i Pob. del Pira, MS. i -4

"The writer must have made one on this expedition, as he speaks
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more cruel than Pizarro’s; and many of Almagro’s men,
it may be remembered, were recruited from that source.
The commander looked with displeasure, it is said, on these
enormities, and did what he could to repress them. Yet he
did not set a good example in his own conduct, if it be true
that he caused no less than thirty Indian chiefs to be burng
alive, for the massacre of three of his followers!® The
heart sickens at the recital of such atrocities perpetrated
on an unoffending people, or, at least, guilty of no other
crime than that of defending their own seil too well.
There is something in the possession of superior strength
most dangerous, in a moral view, to its possessor. Brought
in contact with semi-civilized man, the European, with his
endowments and effective force so immeasurably superior,
holds him as little higher than the brute, and as born
equally for his service. He feels that he has a natural right,
as it were, to his obedience, and that this obedience is to
be measured, not by the powers of the barbarian, but by

the will of his conqueror. Resistance becomes a crime to

from personal observation. The poor natives had at least one friend
in the Christian camp. “Isi en el Real havia algun Espafiol que
era buen rancheador i eruel i matava muchos Indios tenianle por
buen hombre i ep grand reputacion i el que era inclinado 4 hacer
bien i a hacer buenos tratamientos a los naturales i los favorecia no
era tenido en tan buena estima, ke apuniado esto que vi con mis gjos i en
que por mis pecados anduve porque entiendan los que esto leyeren que
de la manera que aqui digo i con mayores crueldades harto se hizo
esta jornada i descubrimiento de Chile.”

4«1 para castigarlos por la muerte destos tres Espafioles juntolos
en un aposento donde estava aposentado i mandé cavalgar la jente
de cayallo i la de apie que guardasen las puertas i todos estuviesen
apercividos i los prendio i en conelusion hizo quemar mas de 30
seflores vivos atados cada uno a su palo.” (Cong.i Pob. del Piru,
MBS.) Oviedo, who always shows the hard feeling of the colonist,
excuses this on the old plea of necessity,—fue necesario este eastigo,—
and adds, that after this a Spaniard might send a messenger from ona

end of the country to the other, without fear of injury. Hist. de las
Indias, MS,, Parte 3, lib. 9, cap. 4.
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be washed out only in the blood of the victim. The tale
of such atrocities is not confined to the Spaniard. Where-
ever the civilized man and the savage have come in con-
tact, in the East or in the West, the story has been too
often written in blood.

From the wild chaos of mountain scenery the Spaniards
emerged on the green vale of Coquimbo, about the thirtieth
degree of south latitude. Here they halted to refresh
themselves in its abundant plains, after their unexampled
sufferings and fatigues. Meanwhile Almagro despatched
an officer with a strong party in advance, to ascertain the
character of the country towards the south. Not long
after, he was cheered by the arrival of the remainder of
his forces under his lieutenant Rodrigo de Orgofiez. This
was a remarkable person, and intimately connected with
the subsequent fortunes of Almagro.

He was a native of Oropesa, had been trained in the
Ttalian wars, and held the rank of ensign in the army of
the Constable of Bourbon at the famous sack of Rome.
It was a good school in which to learn his iron trade, and
to steel the heart against any too ready sensibility to human
suffering. Orgofiez was an excellent soldier; true to his
commander, prompt, fearless, and unflinching in the execu-
tion of his orders. His services attracted the notice of the
Crown, and, shortly after this period, he was raised to the
rank of Marshal of New Toledo. Yet it may be doubted
whether his character did not qualify him for an executive
and subordinate station rather than for ome of higher
responsibility.

Almagro received also the royal warrant, conferring on
him his new powers and territorial jurisdiction. The in-
strument had been detained by the Pizarros to the very
last moment. His troops, long since disgusted with their
toilsome and unprofitable march, were now clamorous to
return. Cuzco, they said, undoubtedly fell within the
limits of his government, and it was better to take posses-
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gion of its comfortable quarters than to wander like out-
casts in this dreary wilderness. They reminded their com-
mander that thus only could he provide for the interests of
his son Diego. This was an illegitimate son of Almagro,
on whom his father doated with extravagant fondness,
justified more than usual by the promising character of
the youth.

After an absence of about two months, the officer sent
on the exploring expedition returned, bringing unpromising
aceounts of the southern regions of Chili. The only land
of promise for the Castilian was one that teemed with gold.*
He had penetrated to the distance of 2 hundred leagues, to
the limits, probably, of the conquests of the Incas on the
river Maule! The Spaninrds had fortunately stopped
short of the land of Arauco, where the blood of their
countrymen was soon after to be poured out like water,
and which still maintains a proud independence amidst the
general humiliation of the Indian races around it.

Almagro now yielded, with little reluctance, to the re-
newed importunities of the soldiers, and turned his face
towards the North. Tt is unnecessary to folldw his march
in detail. Disheartened by the difficulty of the mountain
passage, he took the road along the coast, which led him
across the great desert of Atacama. In crossing this
dreary waste, which stretches for nearly a hundred leagues
to the northern borders of Chili, with hardly a green spot
in its expanse to relieve the fainting traveller, Almagro
and his men experienced as great sufferings, though not of
the same kind, as those which they had encountered in the

4Tt is the language of a Spaniard; “i como no le parecio bien
la tierra por no ser quajada de oro.” Cong.i Pob. del Piru, MS.

6 According to Oviedo, a hundred and fifty leagues, and very near,
as they told him,to the end of the world: cerca del fin del mundo.
(Hist. de las Indias, MS., Parte 3, 1ib. 9, cap. 5.) One must not ex-
pect to meet with very accurate notions of geography in the rude
soldiers of America.
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passes of the Cordilleras. Indeed, the captain would not
easily be found at this day, who would venture to lead his
army across this dreary region. But the Spaniard of the
sixteenth century had a strength of limb and a buoyarcy
of spirit which raised him to a contempt of obstacles,
almost justifying the boast of the historian, that “he con-
tended indifferently, at the same time, with man, with the
elements, and with famine!”®

After traversing the terrible desert, Almagro reached the
ancient town of Arequipa, about sixty leagues from Cuzco.
Here he learned with astonishment the insurrection of the
Peruvians, and further, that the young Inca Manco still lay
with a formidable force at no great distance from the capi-
tal. e had once been on friendly terms with the Peru-
vian prince, and he now resolved, before proceeding
farther, to send an embassy to his camp, and arrange
an interview with him in the neighborhood of Cuzco.

Almagro’s emmissaries were well received by the Inca,
who alleged his grounds of complaint against the Pizarros,
and named the vale of Yucay as the place where he would
confer with the marshal. The Spanish commander accord-
ingly resumed his mareh, and, taking one half of his force,
whose whole number fell somewhat short of five hundred
men, he repaired in person to the place of rendezvous;
while the remainder of his army established their quarters
at Urcos, about six leagues from the capital.”

The Spaniards in Cuzco, startled by the appearance of
this fresh body of troops in their neighborhood, doubted,
when they learned the quarter whence they came, whether
it betided them good or evil. Hernando Pizarro marched
out of the city with a small force, and, drawing near to
Urcos, heard with no little uneasiness of Almagro’s pur-

§ « Paleando en un tiempo con los Enemigos, con los Elementos, i
con la ITambre” Herrera, Hist. General, dec. 5, 1ib. 10, cap. 2.

T Pedro Pizarro, Descub. y Cong., MS—Conq. i Pob. del Pirn,
MS.—Oviedo, Hist. de las Indias, MS., Parte 3, 1ib. 9, cap. 6.

HE RETURNS AND SEIZES CUZCO. 87

pose to insist on his pretensions to Cuzco. Though much
inferior in strength to his rival, he determined to resist
him.

Meanwhile, the Peruvians, who had witnessed the confer-
ence between the soldiers of the opposite camps, suspected
some secret understanding between the parties which would
compromise the safety of the Inca. They communicated
their distrust to Manco, and the latter, adopting the same
sentiments, or perhaps, from the first, meditating a surprise
of the Spaniards, suddenly fell upon the latter in the valley
of Yueay with a body of fifteen thousand men. But the
veterans of Chili were too familiar with Indian tactics to
be taken by surprise. And though a sharp engagement en-
sued, which lasted more than an hour, in which Orgofiez
had a horse killed under him, the natives were finally
driven back with great slaughter, and the Inca was so far
crippled by the blow, that he was not likely for the present
to give further molestation.®

Almagro, now joining the division left at Urcos, saw no
further impediment to his operations on Cuzco. He sent,
at once, an embassy to the municipality of the place, re-
quiring the recognition of him as its lawful governor, and
presenting at the same time a copy of his credentials from
the Crown. But the question of jurisdiction was not one
ensy to be settled, depending, as it did, on a knowledge of
the true parallels of latitude, not very likely to be possessed
by the rude followers of Pizarro. The royal grant had
placed under his jurisdiction all the country extending two
hundred and seventy leagues south of the river of Santiago,
situated one degree and twenty minutes north of the equa-
tor. Two hundred and seventy leagues on the meridian,
by our measurement, would fall more than a degree short
of Cuzeo, and, indeed, would barely include the city of
Tima itself. But the Spanish leagues, of only seventeen

¢ Zarate, Cong. del Peru, lib. 3, cap. 4—Cong. i Pob, del Piry,
MS,, Parte 3, lib. 8, cap. 21.
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and a half to a degree,® would remove the southern bound-
ary to nearly half a degree beyond the capital of the Ineas,
which would thus fall within the jurisdiction of Pizarre.®
Yet the division-line ran so close to the disputed ground,
that the true result might reasonably be doubted, where no
careful scientific observations had been made to obtain it;
and each party was prompt to assert, as they always are
in such cases, that its own claim was clear and unques-
tionable.” .

Thus summoned by Almagro, the authorities of Cuzco,
unwilling to give umbrage to either of the contending
chiefs, decided that they must wait until they could take
counsel—which they promised to do at once—with certain
pilots better instructed than themselves in the position of
the Santiago. Meanwhile, a truce was arranged between
the parties, each solemnly engaging to abstain from hos-
tile measures, and to remain quiet in their present quar-
ters.

The weather now set in cold and rainy. Almagro’s
soldiers, greatly discontented with their position, flooded as
it was by the waters, were quick to discover that Hernando

9 “Contando diez i siete legnas 1 media por grado.” Herrera,
Hist. General, dec. 6, lib. 3, cap. 5.

16 The government had endeavored early to provide against any
dispute in regard to the limits of the respective jurisdictions. The
Janguage of the original grants gave room to some misunderstand-
ing; and, as early as 1536, Fray Jomids de Berlanga, Bishop of
Tierra Firme, had been sent to Lima with full powers to determine
the question of boundary, by fixing the latitude of the river of San-
tiago, and measuring two hundred and seventy leagues south on the
meridian. But Pizarro, having engaged Almagro in his Chili ex-
pedition, did not care to revive the question, and the Bishop returned,
re infectd, to his diocese, with strong feelings of disgust towards the
governor. 1bid., dec. 6, lib. 3, cap. 1.

1L ¢ A11 say,” says Oviedo, in a letter to the emperor, “ that Cuzco
falls within the territory of Almagro.”” Oviedo was, probably, the
best-informed man in the colonies. Yet this was an error., Carta
desde Sto. Domingo, MS., 25 de Oct. 1539.
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Pizarro was busily employed in strengthening himself in
the city, contrary to agreement. They also learned with
dismay that a large body of men, sent by the governor from
Lima, under command of Alonso de Alvarado, was on the
march to relieve Cuzco. They exclaimed that they were
betrayed, and that the truce had been only an artifice to
secure their inactivity until the arrival of the expected sue-
cors. In this state of excitement, it was not very dif-
ficult to persuade their commander—too ready to sur-
render his own judgment to the rash advisers around
him—to violate the treaty, and take possession of the
capital.®

Under cover of a dark and stormy night (April 8th,
1537), he entered the place without opposition, made him-
self master of the principal church, established strong
parties of cavalry at the head of the great avenues .to
prevent surprise, and detached Orgofiez with a body of in-
fantry to force the dwelling of Hernando Pizarro. That
captain was lodged with his brother Gonzalo in one of the
large halls built by the Inecas for public diversions, with
immense doors of entrance that opened on the plaza. It
was garrisoned by about twenty soldiers, who, as the gates
were burst open, stood stoutly to the defence of their leader.
A smart struggle ensued, in which some lives were lost, till
at length Orgofiez, provoked by the obstinate resistance, set
fire to the combustible roof of the building. Tt was
speedily in flames, and the burning rafters falling on the
heads of the inmates, they forced their reluctant leader to
an unconditional surrender. Scarcely had the Spaniards
left the building, when the whole roof fell in with a tremen-
dous erash.”

2 According to Zarate, Almagro, on entering the capital, found no
appearance of the designs imputed to Hernando, and exclaimed that
“he had been deceived.” (Cong. del Peru, lib. 3, cap. 4.) He was
probably easy of faith in the matter.

1 Carta de Espinall, Tesovero de N. Toledo, 15 de Junio, 1539.




