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He knew that the presence of Pizarro in the camp, the
detested enemy of the Almagrians, would excite distrust
in their bosoms that would probably bafile every effort at
accommodation. Nor is it likely that the governor eared
to have so restless a spirit introduced into his own couneils,
He accordingly sent to Gonzalo, thanking him for the
promptness of his support, but courteously declined it,
while he advised him to remain in his province, and repose
after the fatigues of his wearisome expedition. At the
same time, he assured him that he would not fail to call
for his services when oceasion required it.—The haughty
cavalier was greatly disgusted by the repulse.’s

The governor now received such an account of Alma-
gro’s movements as led him to suppose that he was prepar-
ing to occupy Guamanga, a fortified place of considerable
strength, about thirty leagues from Xauxa!® Anxious to
secure this post, he broke up his encampment, and by
forced marches, conducted in so irregular a manner as must
have placed him in great danger if his enemy had been
near to profit by it, he succeeded in anticipating Almagro,
and threw himself into the place while his antagonist was
at Bileas, some ten leagues distant.

At Guamanga, Vaca de Castro received another embassy
from Almagro, of similar import with the former. The
young chief again deprecated the existence of hostilities
between brethren of the same family, and proposed an ac-
commodation of the quarrel on the same basis as before.
To these proposals the governor now condescended to re-
ply. It might be thought, from his answer, that he felt
some compassion for the youth and inexperience of Al-
magro, and that he was willing to distinguish between him
and the principal conspirators, provided he could detach
him from their interests. But it is more probable that he
intended only to amuse his enemy by a show of negotiation,

15 Zarate, Conq. del Peru, lib. 4, cap. 15.
18 Cieza de Leon, Cronica, cap. 85.
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while he gained time for tampering with the fidelity of his
troops.

He insisted that Almagro should deliver up to him all
those immediately implicated in the death of Pizarro, and
ghould then disband his forces. On these conditions the
government would pass over his treasonable practices, and
he should be reinstated in the royal favor. Together with
this mission, Vaca de Castro, it is reported, sent a Spaniard,
disguised as an Indian, who was instructed to communicate
with certain officers in Almagro’s camp, and prevail on
them, if possible, to abandon his cause and return to their
allegiance. Unfortunately, the disguise of the emissary
was detected. He was seized, put to the torture, and,
having confessed the whole of the transaction, was hanged
as a spy.

Almagro laid the proceeding before his captains. The
terms proffered by the governor were such as no man with
a particle of honor in his nature could entertain for a mo-
ment; and Almagro’s indignation, as well as that of his
companions, was heightened by the duplicity of their enemy,
who could practise such insidious arts, while ostensibly en-
gaged in a fair and open negotiation. Fearful, perhaps,
lest the tempting offers of their antagonist might yet pre-
vail over the constancy of some of the weaker spirits among
them, they demanded that all negotiation should be broken
off, and that they should be led at once against the enemy.”

The governor, meanwhile, finding the broken country
around Guamanga unfavorable for his cavalry, on which
he mainly relied, drew off his forces to the neighboring
lowlands, known as the Plains of Chupas. It was the
tempestuous season of the year, and for several days the

' Dicho del Capitan Francisco de Carbajal sobre la informacion
hecha en el Cuzeo en 1543, 4 favor de Vaca de Casiro, MS.—Zarate,
Conq. del Peru, lib. 4, cap. 16.—Herrera, Hist. General, dee. 7, lib,
3, cap. 8.—Carta de Ventura Beltran, MS.—Gomara, Hist. de las
Ind., cap. 149.
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storm raged wildly among the hills, and, sweeping along
their sides into the valley, poured down rain, sleet, and
snow on the miserable bivouacs of the soldiers, till they
were drenched to the skin and nearly stiffened by the
cold™ At length, on the sixteenth of September, 1542
the scouts brought in tidings that Almagro’s tro@p; wer(;
zl(‘h'an(:mg, with the intention, apparently, of occupying the
highlands around Chupas. The war of the elements had
at last subsided, and was succeeded by one of those brilliant
days which are found only in the tropics. The royal camp
was early in motion, as Vaeca de Castro, desivous to secure
the heights that commanded the valley, detached a body
of arquebusiers on that service, supported by a corps of
cavalry, which he soon followed with the rest of the forees,
On reaching the eminence, news was brought that the enemy
had come to a halt, and established himself in a strong po-
sition af less than a league’s distance, .

It was now late in the afternoon, and the sun was not
more than two hours above the horizon. The governor
hesitated to begin the action when they must so soon be
overtaken by night. But Alonso de Alvarado assured him
that “now was the time; for the spirits of his men were
hot for fight, and it was better to take the benefit of it
than to damp their ardor by delay.” The governor acqui-
esced, exclaiming at the same time,—“ O for the might of
Joshua, to stay the sun in his course!”¥ He then drew
up his little army in order of battle, and made his disposi-
tions for the attack.

In the centre he placed his infantry, consisting of arque-
busiers and pikemen, constituting the baiile, as it was called.

18 “Tuyieron tan gran tempestad de agua, Truenos, i Nieve, que
bensaron perecer; i amaneciendo con dia claro, i sereno.” Herrera,
Hist. General, dec. 7, lib. 3, cap. 8.

19 4Y asi Vaca de Castro signié su parescer, temiendo toda via la
falta del Dia, i dijo, que quisiera tener el poder de Josue, para
detener el Sol.” Zarate, Conq. del .Peru, lib. 4, cap. 18.
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On the flanks, he established his cavalry, placing the right
wing, together with the royal standard, under charge of
Alonso de Alvarado, and the left under Holguin, supported
by a gallant body of cavaliers. His artillery, too insignif-
icant to be of much account, was also in the centre. He
proposed himself to lead the van, and to break the first
lance with the enemy ; but from this chivalrous display he
was digsuaded by his officers, who reminded him that too
much depended on his life to have it thus wantonly ex-
posed. The governor contented himself, therefore, with
heading a body of reserve, consisting of forty horse, to act
on any quarter as occasion might require. This corps, com-
prising the flower of his chivalry, was chiefly drawn from
Alvarado’s troop, greatly to the discontent of that captain.
The governor himself rode a coal-black charger, and wore
a rich surcoat of brocade over his mail, through which the
habit and emblems of the knightly order of St. James, con-
ferred on him just before his departure from Castile, were
conspicuous.” It was a point of honor with the chivalry
of the period to court danger by displaying their rank in
the splendor of their military attire and the caparisons of
their horses. !
Before commencing the assault, Vaca de Castro addressed
a few remarks to his soldiers, in order to remove any hesi-
tation that some might yet feel, who recollected the dis-
pleasure shown by the emperor to the victors as well as the
vanquished after the battle of Salinas. He told them that
their enemies were rebels. They were in arms against him,

20 “T visto esto por el dicho sefior Governador, mandd dar al arma
§ mui gran priesa, i mando 4 este testigo que sacase toda la gentoe
al campo, i el se entrd en su tienda 4 se armar, i dende 4 poco
salit della encima-de un-cavallo moreillo rabicano armado en blanco
i con una ropa de brocado encima de las armas con el abito de San-
tiago en los pechos.” Dicho del Capitan Franciscode Carbajal sobre
la informacion hechaen el Cuzco en 1543, 4 favor de Vaca de Castro,
M8,




196 CIVIL WARS OF THE CONQUERORS.

the representative of the Crown, and it was his duty to
quell this rebellion and punish the authors of it. He then
caused the law to be read aloud, proclaiming the doom of
traitors. By this law, Almagro and his followers had for-
feited their lives and property, and the governor promised
to distribute the latter among such of his men as showed
the best claim to it by their conduct in the battle, This
last politic promise vanquished the scruples of the most
fastidious; and, having completed his dispositions in the
most judicious and soldier-like manner, Vaca de Castro
gave the order to advance
As the forces turned a spur of the hills which had
hitherto screened them from their enemies, they came in
sight of the latter, formed along the crest of a gentle
eminence, with their snow-white banners, the distinguishing
color of the Almagrians, floating above their heads, and
their bright arms flinging back the broad rays of the even-
ing sun. Almagro’s disposition of his troops was not un-
like that of his adversary. In the centre was his excellent
artillery, covered by his aquebusiers and spearmen ; while
his cavalry rode on the flanks. The troops on the left he
proposed to lead in person. He had chosen his position
with judgment, as the character of the ground gave full
play to his guns, which opened an effective fire on the
assailants as they drew near. Shaken by the storm of shot,
Vaca de Castro saw the difficulty of advancing in open
view of the hostile battery. He took the counsel, there-
fore, of Francisco de Carbajal, who undertook to lead the
forces by a circuitous, but safer, route. This is the first
21 The governor’s words, says Carbajal, who witnessed their effect,
sstirred the heart of the troops, so that they went to the battle as to
a ball. “En pocas palabras comprehendi6 tan grandes cosas que la
gente de S. M. covrd tan grande animo con ellas, que tan determi-
nadamente se partieron de alli para ir 4 los enemigos como si fueron
4 fiestas donde estuvieran convidados.” Dicho del Capitan Francisco

de Carbajal, sobre la informacion hecha en el Cuzco en 1543, 4 favor
de Vaca de Castro, MS.
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occasion on which the name of this veteran appears in
these American wars, where it was afterwards fo acquire a
melancholy notoriety. He had come to the country after
the campaigns of forty years in Europe, where he had
studied the art of war under the Great Captain, Gonsalvo
de Cordova. Though now far advanced in age, he pos-
sessed all the courage and indomitable energy of youth,
and well exemplified the lessons he had studied under his
gl‘(‘,ﬂt COlllﬂlﬂndBT.

Taking advantage of a winding route that sloped. round
the declivity of the hillg, he conducted the troops in such
a manner, that, until they approached quite near the
enemy, they were protected by the intervening ground.
While thus advancing, they were assailed on the left flank
by the Indian battalions under Paullo, the Ineca Mam?o’s
brother ; but a corps of musketeers, directing a scattering
fire among them, soon rid the Spaniards of this annoyance.
When, at length, the royal troops, rising above the hill,
again came into view of Almagro’s lines, the artillery
opened on them with fatal effect. It was but for a moment,
however, as, for some unaccountable cause, the guns
were pointed at such an angle, that, although presenting
an obvious mark, by far the greater part of the shot passed
over their heads. Whether this was the result of treachery,
or merely of awkwardness, is uncertain. The artillery was
under charge of the engineer, Pedro de Candia. This
man, who, it may be remembered, was one of the thirteen
that so gallantly stood by Pizarro in the island of Gallo,
had fought side by side with his leader through the whole
of the Conquest. He had lately, however, conceived some
disgust with him, and had taken part with the faction of
Almagro. The death of his old commander, he may per-
haps have thought, had settled all their differences, and he
was now willing to return to his former allegiance. At
least, it is said, that, at this very time, he was in cor-
respondence with Vaca de Castro. Almagro himself seems
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to have had no doubt of his treachery. For, after re-
monst?ating in vain with him on his p;'esent c’onduct he
ran ]}}m through the body, and the unfortunate cava’licr
fell lifeless on the field. Then, throwing himself on one
of the guns, Almagro gave it a new direction, and that so
successfully, that, when it was discharged, it ’struek down
several of the cavalry.” i 4

The firing now took better effect, and by one volley a
whole file of the royal infantry was swept off, and though
0thf3rs quickly stepped in to fill up the ranks, the men ircn-
patient of their sufferings, loudly called on, the troo}Jerq
wh'r) had halted for a moment, to quicken their advance =
T.hls delay had been caused by Carbajal’s desire to brinlrr
hls.ewn guns to bear on the opposite columns. But the
design was quickly abandoned ; the clumsy ordnance was
left on the field, and orders were given to the cavalry to
charge ; the trumpets sounded, and, crying their war-cries
the bold cavaliers struck their spurs into their steeds an;l’
rode at full speed against the enemy. ,

Well had it been for Almagro, if he had remained firm
on the post which gave him such advantage. But from a

g * Pedro Pizarro, Descub. y Cong., MS— Zarate, Conq. del Pern
lfb' 4, cap. 17-19.—Naharro, Relacion Sumaria, MS.—Herrera Hiqt,
(;e'neml, dec. 7, lib. 3, cap. 11.—Dicho del Capitan Francisco d,e Ce;r:
b:g]al sobre la informacion hecha en el Cuzco en 1543, 4 favor de
Vaca de Castro, MS.—Carta del Cabildo de Arequipa al Emperador,
MS.—Carta de Ventura Beltran, MS.—Declaracion de Uscatevui,
MS—Gomara, Hist. de las Ind., cap. 149. it

According to Gareilasso, whose guns usually do more execution
than those of any other authority, seventeen men were killed by this
wonderful shot. See Com. Real., Parte 2, lib. 8, cap. 16.

‘l*". The officers drove the men, according to Zarate, at the point of
thexf‘ wwords, to take the places of their fallen comrades, “ Porque
vn tiro lltlwo toda vna hilera, & higo abrir el Escuadron, i los Capi-
tanes pusieron gran diligencia en hacerlo cerrar, amenacando de
muerte & los Soldados, con las Espadas desenvainadas, i se cerrd.”
Cong. del Peru, lib. 4, cap. 1. ’ -
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false point of honor, he thought it derogatory to a brave

knight passively to await the assault, and, ordering his own

men to charge, the hostile squadrons, rapidly advancing

against each other, met midway on the plain. The shock

was terrible. Horse and rider reeled under the force of it.

The spears flew into shivers .2 gnd the cavaliers, drawing

their swords, or wielding their maces and battle-axes,—
though some of the royal troopers were armed only with a
common axe,—dealt their Llows with all the fury of civil
hate. It was a fearful struggle, not merely of man
against man, but, to use the words of an eye-witness, of

brother against brother, and friend against friend.® No
quarter was asked ; for the wrench that had been strong’
enough to tear asunder the dearest ties of kindred left no
hold for humanity. The excellent arms of the Almagrians
counterbalanced the odds of numbers; but the royal par-
tisans gained some advantage by striking at the horses in-
stead of the mailed bodies of their antagonists.

The infantry, meanwhile, on both sides, kept up a sharp
cross-fire from their arquebuses, which did execution on the
ranks of the cavaliers, as well as on one another. But Al-
magro’s battery of heavy guns, now well directed, mowed
down the advancing columns of foot. The latter, stagger-
ing, began to fall back from the terrible fire, when Fran-

2t % Qo encontraron de suerte, que casi todas lancas quebraron, que-
dando muchos muertos, i caidos de ambas partes” (Ibid., ubi supra.)
Zarate writes on this occasion with the spirit and strength of Thucy-
dides. He was not present, but came into the country the following
year, when he gleaned the particulars of the battle from the best in-
formed persons there, to whom his position gave him ready access.

% [t is the language of the Conquerors themselves, who, in
their letter to the Emperor, compare the action to the great battle
of Ravenna. “Fue tan refiida i porfiada, que despues de la de
Rebena, no se ha visto entre tan poca gente mas crnel batalla,
donde hermanos & hermanos, ni deudos a deudos, ni amigos & ami-
gos no se davan vida uno 4 otro.” Carta del Cabildo de Arequipa al
Emperador, MS.
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cisco de Carbajal, throwing himself before them, cried out,
“Shame on you, my men! Do you give way now? I am
twice as good & mark for the enemy as any of you!” He
was a very large man ; and, throwing off his steel helmet
and cuirass, that he might have no advantage over his fol-
lowers, he remained lightly attired in his cotton doublet,
when, swinging his partisan over his head, he sprang boldly
forward through blinding volumes of smoke and a tempest
of musket-balls, and, supported by the bravest of his troops,
overpowered the gunners, and made himself master of their
pieces.

The shades of night had now, for some time, been coming
thicker and thicker over the field. But still the deadly
struggle went on in the darkness, as the red and white
badges intimated the respective parties, and their war-cries
rose above the din,—“ Vaca de Castro y el Rey,”—* Alma-
gro y el Rey,”—while both invoked the aid of their mili-
tary apostle St. James. Holguin, who commanded the roy-
alists on the left, pierced through by two musket-balls, had
been slain early in the action. He had made himself con-
spicuous by a rich sobre-vest of white velvet over his armor.
Still a gallant band of cavaliers maintained the fight so
valiantly on that quarter, that the Almagrians found it
difficult to keep their ground.®

It fared differently on the right, where Alonso de Alva-
rado commanded. He was there encountered by Almagro
in person, who fought worthy of his name. By repeated
charges on his opponent, he endeavored to bear down his
squadrons, so much worse mounted and worse armed than
his own. Alvarado resisted with undiminished courage ;
but his numbers had been thinned, as we have seen, before

* The battle was so equally contested, says Beltran, one of Vaca
de Castro’s captains, that it was long doubtful on which side victory
was to incline. “I la batalla estuvo mui gran rato en peso sin co-
noscerse vitoria de la una parte 4 la otra.” Carta de Ventura Bel-
tran, MS.

BLOODY PLAINS OF CHUPAS. 201

the battle, to supply the governor’s reserve, and, fairly over-
powered by the superior strength of his adversary, who had
already won two of the royal banners, he was slowly giving
ground. “Take, but kill not!” shouted the generous young
chief, who felt himself sure of victory.”

But at this crisis, Vaca de Castro, who, with his reserve,
had occupied a rising ground that commanded the field of
action, was fully aware that the time had now come for him
to take part in the struggle. He had long strained his eyes
through the gloom to watch the movements of the com-
batants, and received constant tidings how the fight was
going. He no longer hesitated, but, calling on his men to
follow, led off boldly into the thickest of the mélée to the
support of his stout-hearted officer. The arrival of a new
corps on the field, all fresh for action, gave another turn
to the tide.® Alvarado’s men took heart and rallied. Al-
magro’s, thongh driven back by the fury of the assault,
quickly returned against their assailants. Thirteen of
Vaca de Castro’s cavaliers fell dead from their saddles.
But it was the last effort of the Almagrians. Their
strength, though not their spirit, failed them. They gave
way in all directions, and, mingling together in the dark-
ness, horse, foot, and artillery, they trampled one another
down, as they made the best of their way from the press of
their pursuers. Almagro used every effort to stay them.
He performed miracles of valor, says one who witnessed
them ; but he was borne along by the tide, and, though he
seemed to court death by the freedom with which he ex-
posed his person to danger, yet he escaped without a wound.

21 # Gritaba, Victoria; i decia, Prender i no matar.”” Herrera,
Hist. General, dec. 7, lib. 3, cap. 11.

2 The letter of the municipality of Arequipa gives the governor
credit for deciding the fate of the day by this movement, and the
writers express their “ admiration of the gallantry and courage he
displayed, so little to have been expected from his age and profes-
sion.” See the original in Appendix, No. 13.
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Others there were of his company, and among them a
young cavalier named Gerénimo de Alvarado, who obsti-
nately refused to quit the field ; and shouting out,—« We
slew Pizarro! we killed the tyrant !” they threw themselves
on the lances of their conquerors, preferring death on the
battle-field to the ignominious doom of the gibbet.®

It was nine o’clock when the hattle ceased, though the
firing was heard at intervals over the field at a much later
hour, as some straggling party of fugitives were overtaken
by their pursuers. Yet many succeeded in escaping in the
obscurity of night, while some, it is said, contrived to elude
pursuit in a more singular way ; tearing off the badges from
the corpses of their enemies, they assumed them for them-
selves, and, mingling in the ranks as followers of Vaca
de Castro, joined in the pursuit.

That commander, at length, fearing some untoward acei-
dent, and that the fugitives, should they rally again under
cover of the darkness, might inflict some loss on their pur-
suers, caused his trumpets to sound, and recalled his scat-
tered forces under their banners. All ni ght they remained
under arms on the field, which, so lately the scene of noisy
strife, was now hushed in silence, broken only by the groans
of the wounded and the dying. The natives, who had
hung, during the fight, like a dark cloud, round the skirts
of the mountains, contemplating with gloomy satisfaction
the destruction of their enemies, now availed themselves of
the obseurity to descend, like a pack of famished wolves,
upon the plains, where they stripped the bodies of the slain,
and even of the living, but disabled wretches, who had in
vain dragged themselves into the bushes for concealment.
The following morning, Vaca de Castro gave orders that
the wounded—those who had not perished in the cold damps

* “Se arrojaron en los Enemigos, como desesperados, hiriendo &
todas partes, diciendo cada vno por su nombre: Yo soi Fulano, que
mate al Marqués; i asi anduvieron hasta, que los hicieron pedagos.”
Zarate, Cong. del Peru, lib. 4, cap. 19.
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of the night—should be committed to the care of the sur-
geons, while the priests were occupied with administering
confession and absolution to the dying. Four large graves
or pits were dug, in which the bodies of the slain—the con-
querors and the conquered—were heaped indi_scrimiuately
together. But the remains of Alvarez de Holguin and
several other cavaliers of distinction were transported to
Guamanga, where they were buried with the solemnities
suited to their rank; and the tattered banners won from
their vanquished countrymen waved over their monuments,
the melancholy trophies of their victory.

The number of killed is variously reported,—from three
hundred to five hundred on both sides® The mortality
was greatest among the conquerors, who suffered more from
the cannon of the enemy before the action, than the latter
suffered in the rout that followed it. The number of
wounded was still greater; and full half of the survivors
of Almagro’s party wereé made prisoners. Many, indeed,
escaped from the field to the neighboring town of Gua-
manga, where they took refuge in the churches and mon-
asteries. But their asylum was not respected, and they
were dragged forth and thrown into prison. Their brave
young commander fled with a few followers only to Cuzco,
where he was instantly arrested by the magistrates whom
he had himself placed over the city.®

8 Zarate estimates the number at three hundred. Useategui, who
belonged to the Almagrian party, and Guarcilasso, both rate it as high
as five hundred. A

* The particulars of the action are gathered from Ped ro Pizarro,
Descub. y Conq., MS.—Carta de Ventura Beltran, MS.*F’;arat,a,
Cong. del Peru, lib. 4, cap. 17-20.—Naharro, Relacion Sum_arm., MS.
Dicho del Capitan Francisco de Carbajal sobre la informacion hecha
en el Cuzeo en 1543, 4 favor de Vaca de Castro, MS.—Carta del Ca-
bildo de Arequipa al Emperador, MS.—Carta de Barrio Nuevo,
MS.—Gomara, Hist. de las Ind., cap. lLLQ.——-GarciEassvo, Con?.
Real,, Parte 2, lib. 3, cap. 15-18.—Declaracion de Uscategui,
MS.
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At Guamanga, Vaca de Castro appointed a commission,
with the Licentiate de la Gama at its head, for the trial of
the prisoners; and justice was not satisfied, till forty had
been condemned to death, and thirty others—some of them
with the loss of one or more of their members—sent into
banishment.® Such severe reprisals have been too common
with the Spaniards in their civil feuds. Strange that they
should so blindly plunge into these, with this dreadful doom
for the vanquished !

From the scene of this bloody tragedy, the governor
proceeded to Cuzeo, which he entered at the head of his
victorious battalions, with all the pomp and military dis-
play of a conqueror. He maintained a corresponding state
in his way of living, at the expense of a sneer from some,
who sareastically contrasted this ostentatious profusion with
the economical reforms he subsequently introduced into the
finances.®  But Vaca de Castro was sensible of the effect
of this outward show on the people generally, and dis-
dained no means of giving authority to his office. His
first act was to determine the fate of his prisoner, Almagro.
A council of war was held. Some were for sparing the
unfortunate chief, in consideration of his youth, and the
strong cause of provocation he had received. But the ma-

Many of these authorities were personally present on the field ;
and it is rare that the details of a battle are drawn from more au-
thentic testimony. The student of history will not be surprised that
in these details there should be the greatest discrepancy.

* Declaracion de Uscategni, MS.— Carta de Ventura Beltran, MS.
—Zarate, Conq. del Peru, lib. 4, cap, 21.

The loyal burghers of Arequipa seem to have been well contented
with these executions. “Ifnight had not overtaken us,” they say,
alluding to the action, in their letter to the emperor, “ your Majesty
would have had no reason to complain; but what was omitted then
is made up now, since the governor goes on quartering every day
some one or other of the traitors who escaped from the field” Sea
the original in Appendiz, No. 18,

% Herrera, Hist. General, dec. 7, lib. 4, cap. 1.
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jority were of opinion that such mercy could not be ex-
tended to the leader of the rebels, and that his death was
indispensable to the permanent tranquillity of the country.

When led to execution in the great square of Cuzco,—
the same spot where his father had suffered but a few years
before,—Almagro exhibited the most perfect composure,
though, as the herald proclaimed aloud the doom of the
traitor, he indignantly denied that he was one. He made
no appeal for mercy to his judges, but simply requested
that his bones might be laid by the side of his fathers.
He objected to having his eyes bandaged, as was customary
on such occasions, and, after confession, he devoutly em-
braced the cross, and submitted his neck to the stroke of
the executioner. His remains, agreeably to his request,
were transported fo the monastery of La Merced, where
they were deposited side by side with those of his unfortu-
nate parent.**

There have been few names, indeed, in the page of his-
tory, more unfortunate than that of Almagro. Yet the
fate of the son excites a deeper sympathy than that of the
father ; and this, not merely on account of his youth, and
the peculiar circumstances of his situation. He possessed
many of the good qualities of the elder Almagro, with a
frank and manly nature, in which the bearing of the
soldier was somewhat softened by the refinement of a
better education than is to be found in the license of a
camp. His carcer, though short, gave promise of consid-
erable talent, which required only a fair field for its devel-
opment. But he was the child of misfortune, and his
morning of life was overcast by clouds and tempests. If
his character, naturally benignant, sometimes showed the
fiery sparkles of the vindictive Indian temper, some
apology may be found, not merely in his blood, but in

& Pedro Pizarro, Descub. y Cong,, MS.—Zarate, Cong. del Peru,
lib. 4, cap. 21.—Naharro, Relacion Sumaria, MS.—Herrera, Hist.
General, dec. 7, lib. 6, cap. 1.
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the circumstances of his situation. He was more sinned
against than sinning ; and, if conspiracy could ever find a
Jjustification, it must be in a case like his, where, borne
down by injuries heaped on his parent and himself, he
could obtain no redress from the only quarter whence he
had a right to look for it. With him, the name of Alma-
gro became extinct, and the faction of Chili, so long the
terror of the land, passed away for ever.

While these events were occurring in Cuzco, the gov-
ernor learned that Gonzalo Pizarro had arrived at Lima,
where he showed himself greatly discontented with the state
of things in Peru. He loudly complained that the govern-
ment of the country, after his brother’s death, had not been
placed in his hands ; and, as reported by some, he was now
meditating schemes for getting possession of it. Vaca de
Castro well knew that there would be no lack of evil coun-
gellors to urge Gonzalo to this desperate step ; and, anxious
to extinguish the spark of insurrection before it had been
fanned by these turbulent spirits into a flame, he detached
a strong body to Lima to secure that capital. At the same
time he commanded the presence of Gonzalo Pizarro in
Cuzco.

That chief did not think it prudent to disregard the
summons; and shortly after entered the Inca capital, at
the head of a well-armed body of cavaliers. He was at
once admitted into the governor’s presence, when the latter
dismissed his guard, remarking that he had nothing to fear
from a brave and loyal knight like Pizarro. He then
questioned him as to his late adventures in Canelas, and
showed great sympathy for his extraordinary sufferings.
He took care not to alarm his jealousy by any allusion to
his ambitious schemes, and concluded by recommending
him, now that the tranquillity of the country was reéstab-
lished, to retire and seek the repose he so much needed, on
his valuable estates at Charcas. Gonzalo Pizarro, finding
no ground opened for a quarrel with the cool and politic
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governor, and probably feeling that he was, at least not
now, in gufficient strength to warrant it, thought it prudent
to take the advice, and withdrew to La Plata, where he
busied himself in working those rich mines of silver that
soon put him in condition for a more momentous enterprise
than any he had yet attempted.®

Thus rid of his formidable competitor, Vaca de Castro
occupied himself with measures for the settlement of the
country. He began with his army, a part of which he
had dishanded. But many cavaliers still remained, pressing
their demands for a suitable recompense for their services.
These they were not disposed to undervalue, and the gov-
ernor was happy to rid himself of their importunities by
employing them on distant expeditions, among which was
the exploration of the country watered by the great Rio de
la Plata. The boiling spirits of the high-mettled cavaliers,
without some such vent, would soon have thrown the whole
country again into a state of fermentation.

His next concern was to provide laws for the better gov-
ernment of the colony. He gave especial care to the state
of the Indian population ; and established schools for teach-
ing them Christianity. By various provisions, he endeav-
ored to secure them from the exactions of their CONQUErors,
and he encouraged the poor natives to transfer their own
residence to the communities of the white men. He com-
manded the caciques to provide supplies for the tambos, or
houses for the accommodation of travellers, which lay in
their neighborhoed, by which regulation he took away from
the Spaniards a plausible apology for rapine, and greatly
promoted facility of intercourse. He was watchful over
the finances, much dilapidated in the late troubles, and in
several instances retrenched what he deemed excessive
repartimientos among the Conquerors. This last act ex-

% Pedro Pizarro, Descub. y Conq., MS.—Herrera, Hist. Gen-
eral, dec. 7, lib. 4, cap. 1; lib. 6, cap. 3.—Zarate, Congq. del Peru,
lib. 4, cap. 22.
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posed him to much odium from the objects of it. But his
measures were g0 just and impartial, that he was supported
by public opinion.*

Indeed, Vaca de Castro’s conduct, from the hour of his
arrival in the country, had been such as to command re-
spect, and prove him competent to the difficult post for
which he had been selected. Without funds, without troops,
he had found the country, on his landing, in a state of an-
archy; yet, by courage and address, he had gradually
acquired sufficient strength to quell the insurrection.
Though no soldier, he had shown undaunted spirit and
presence of ‘mind in the hour of action, and made his mili-
tary preparations with a forecast and discretion that excited
the admiration of the most experienced veterans.

If he may be thought to have abused the advantages of
victory by cruelty towards the conquered, it must be al-
lowed that he was not influenced by any motives of a per-
sonal nature. He was a lawyer, bred in high notions of
royal prerogative. Rebellion he looked upon as an un-
pardonable crime; and, if his austere nature was unrelent-
ing in the exaection of justice, he lived in an iron age, when
justice was rarely tempered by mercy.

In his subsequent regulations for the settlement of the
country, he showed equal impartiality and wisdom. The
colonists were deeply sensible of the benefits of his adminis-
tration, and afforded the best commentary on his services
by petitioning the Court of Castile to continue him in the
government of Peru” Unfortunately, such was not the
policy of the Crown.

% Thid.,, ubi supra.—Ilerrera, Hist. General, dec. 7, lib. 6, cap. 2.

3 “T asi lo escrivieron al Rei la Ciudad del Cuzco, la Villa de la
Plata, i otras Comunidades, suplicandole, que los dexase por Go-
vernador & Vaca de Castro, como Persona, que procedia con rectitud,
i que iA entendia el Govierno de aquellos Reinos!” Herrera, Ibid.,
loc. cit.
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1543-1544.

BErore continuing the narrative of events in Peru, we
must turn to the mother-country, where important changes
were in progress in respect to the administration of the
colonies.

Since his accession to the Crown, Charles the Fifth had
been chiefly engrossed by the politics of Europe, where a
theatre was opened more stimulating to his ambition than
could be found in a struggle with the barbarian princes
of the New World. In this quarter, therefore, an empire
almost unheeded, as it were, had been suffered to grow up,
until it had expanded into dimensions greater than those
of his European dominions, and destined soon to become
far more opulent. A scheme of government had, it is true,
been devised, and laws enacted from time to time for
the regulation of the colonies. But these laws were often
accommodated less to the interests of the colonies them-
selves, than to those of the parent country; and, when
contrived in a better spirit, they were but imperfectly exe-
cuted; for the voice of authority, however loudly pro-
claimed at home, too often died away in feeble echoes be-
fore it had crossed the waters.

This state of things, and, indeed, the manner in which
the Spanish territories in the New World had been
originally acquired, were most unfortunate both for the
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