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drawn up in two ncarly equal squadronms. The cavalry
amounted to about one hundred and forty, being little in-
ferior to that on the other side, though the whole number
of the viceroy’s forces, being less than four hundred, did
not much exceed the half of his rival's. On the right,
and in front of the royal banner, Blasco Nufiez, supported
by thirteen chosen cavaliers, took his station, prepared to
head the attack.

Pizarro had formed his troops in a corresponding manner
with that of his adversary. They mustercd about seven
hundred in all, well appointed, in good condition, and offi-
cered by the best knights in Peru®® As, notwithstanding
his superiority of numbers, Pizarro did not seem inclined to
abandon his advantageous position, Blasco Nufiez gave or-
ders to advance. The action commenced with the arque-
busiers, and in a few moments the dense clouds of smoke,
rolling over the field, obscured every object; for it was late
in the day when the action began, and the light was rapidly
fading.

The infantry, now levelling their pikes, advanced under
cover of the smoke, and were soon hotly engaged with the
opposite files of spearmen. Then came the charge of the
cavalry, which—notwithstanding they were thrown into
some disorder by the fire of Pizarro’s arquebusiers, far su-
perior in number to their own—was conducted with such
spirit that the enemy’s horse were compelled to reel and
fall back before it. But it was only to recoil with greater
violence, as, like an overwhelming wave, Pizarro’s troopers
rushed on their foes, driving them along the slope, and

23 The amount of the numbers on both sides is variously given, as
usual, making, hewever, more than the usual difference in the rela-
tive proportions, since the sum total is so small. I have conformed
to the statements of the best-instructed writers. Pizarro estimates
his adversary’s force at four hundred and fifty men, and his own at
only six hundred; an estimate, it may be remarked, that does not
make that given in the text any less credible.

DEFEAT AND DEATH OF THE VICEROY. 261

bearing down man and horse in indiscriminate ruin. Yet
these, in turn, at length rallied, cheered on by the cries and
desperate efforts of their officers. The lances were shiv-
ered, and they fought hand to hand with swords and battle-
axes mingled together in wild confusion. But the strugele
was of no long duration; for, though the numbers xf*zre
nearly equal, the viceroy’s cavalry, jaded by the severe
march of the previous night,* were no match for their an-
tagonists. The ground was strewn with the wreck of their
bodies ; and horses and riders, the dead and the dying, lay
heaped on one another. Cabrera, the brave lieuten:};t of
Benaleazar, was slain, and that commander was thrown
under his horse’s feet, covered with wounds, and left for
dead on the field. Alvarez, the judge, was mortally
wounded. DBoth he and his colleague Cepeda were in
the action, though ranged on opposite sides, fighting as
if they had been bred to arms, not to the peaceful pro-
fession of the law.

Yet Blasco Nuiiez and his companions maintained a brave
struggle on the right of the field. The viceroy had kept
his word by being the first to break his lance against the
enemy, and by a well-directed blow had borne a cavalier,
named Alonso de Montalvo, clean out of his saddle. But
he was at length overwhelmed by numbers, and, as his com-
panions, one after another, fell by his side, he was left nearly
unprotected. He was already wounded, when a blow on
the head from the battle-axe of a soldier struck him from
his horse, and he fell stunned on the ground. Had his
person been known, he might have been taken alive, but
he wore a sobre-vest of Indian cotton over his armor, which
concealed the military order of St. James, and the other
badges of his rank.®

* Zarate, Conq. del Peru, lib. 5, cap. 35,

% He wore this dress, says Garcilasso de la Vega, that he might
fare no better than a common soldier, but take his chance with the
rest. (Com, Real, Parte 2, lib. 4, cap. 34.) Pizarro gives him
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His person, however, was soon recognized by one of Pi-
zarro’s followers, who, not improbably, had once followed
the viceroy’s banner. The soldier immediately pointed him
out to the Licentiate Carbajal. This person was the brother
of the cavalicr whom, as the reader may remember, Blasco
Nufiez had =o rashly put to death in his palace at Lima.,
The licentiate had afterwards taken service under Pizarro,
and, with several of his kindred, was pledged to take ven-
geance on the viceroy. Instantly riding up, he taunted the
fallen commander with the murder of his brother, and was
in the act of dismounting to despatch him with his own
hand, when Puelles, remonstrating on this, as an act of
degradation, commanded one of his attendants, a black
glave, to cut off the viceroy’s head. This the fellow exe-
cuted with a single stroke of his sabre, while the wretched
man, perhaps then dying of his wounds, uttered no word,
but with eyes imploringly turned up towards heaven re-
ceived the fatal blow.® The head was then borne aloft on
a pike, and some were brutal enough to pluck out the grey
hairs from the beard and set them in their caps, as grisly
trophies of their victory.”” The fate of the day was now
credit for no such magnanimous intent. According to him, the vice-
roy assumed this disguise, thai, his rank being unknown, he might
have the better chance for escape.—It must be confessed that this is
the general motive for a disguise. “I Blasco Nufiez puso mucha
diligencia por poder huirse si pudiera, porque venia vestido con una
camiseta de ¥Yndios por no ser conocido, i no quiso Dios perque
pagase quantos males por su causa se havian hecho.” Carta de Gon-
zalo Pizarro a Valdivia, MS.

% Fernandez, Hist. del Peru, Parte 1, lib. 1, cap. 54.—Zarate,
Cong. del Peru, lib. 5, cap. 35.

“\andd & un Negro que traia, que le cortase la Cabaga, i en todo
esto no se conocid flaquega en el Visorrei, ni habld palabra, ni higo
mas movimiento, que alear los ojos al Cielo, dando muestras de
mucha Christiandad, i constancia”’ Herrera, Hist. General, dec. 8,
lib. 1, cap. 3.

21 « Aviendo aleunos capitanes y personas arrancado y pelado
algunas de sus blancas y leales baruas, para traer por empresa, y Juid
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decided. Yet still the infantry made a brave stand, keep-
ing Pizarro’s horse at bay with their bristling array of
pikes. But their numbers were thinned by the a;‘qua-
busiers; and, thrown into disorder, they could no longer
resist the onset of the horse, who broke into their column,
and soon scattered and drove them off' the ground. The
pursuit was neither long nor bloody ; for darkness came on,
and Pizarro bade his trumpets sound, to call his men to-
gether under their banners.

Though the action lasted but a short time, nearly one
third of the viceroy’s troops had perished. The loss of
their opponents was inconsiderable®® Several of the van-
quished cavaliers took refuge in the churches of Quito.
But they were dragged from the sanctuary, and some—
probably those who had once espoused the cause of Pizarro
—were led to execution, and others banished to Chili. The
greater part were pardoned by the conqueror. Benaleazar,
who recovered from his wounds, was permitted to refurn to
his government, on condition of no more bearing arms
against Pizarro. His troops were invited to take service
under the banner of the vietor, who, however, never treated
them with the confidence shown to his ancient partisans.
He was greatly displeased at the indignities offered to the
viceroy ; whose mangled remains he caused to be buried
with the honors due to his rank in the cathedral of Quito.
Gonzalo Pizarro, attired in black, walked as chief mourner
in the procession. It was usual with the Pizarros, as we
have seen, to pay these obituary honors to their victims.”
d:e la Torre las traxo despues publicamente en la gorra por la
cmduil de los Reyes”” Ternandez, Hist. del Peru, Parte 1, lib. 1,
cap. 54,

* The estimates of killed and wounded in this action are as dis-
cordant as usual. Some carry the viceroy’s loss to two hundred
while Gonzalo Pizarro rates his own at only seven killed and but aj
few‘ wounded. But how rarely is it that a faithful bulletin is
issued by the parties engaged in the action!

# For the accounts of the battle of Afiaguito, rather summarily
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Such was the sad end of Blasco Nuifiez :Velsl, first vices
roy of Peru. It was less than two years since e had set
foot in the country, a period of um}'utlgated disaster ar-:d
disgrace. His misfortunes may be imputed ;::irtly to cir-
cumstances, and partly to his own character. The nu'mster
of an odious and oppressive law, he was intrusted with no
discretionary power in the execution (_)'f it.® Yet every man
may, to a certain extent, claim the'}'lghif to such a power;
since, to exccute a commission, which ?lrcl']mstances‘show
must certainly defeat the object for which it was de:‘ngne&,
would be absurd. But it requires sagacity so determine the
existence of such a contingency, and moral courage to as-
sume the responsibility of acting on it, Such a crisis is the
severcst test of character. To dare to disobe)f from a para-
mount sense of duty, is a paradox that a httle; soul can
hardly comprehend. Unfortunately, Pf!asco Nufiez was a
pedantic martinet, a man of nAITOW Views, who could not
feel himself authorized under any circumstances to swerve

despatched by most writers, see Carta de Gonzalo Pizarrol a, \'-:ﬂdwm,
MS.—Gomara, Hist. de las Ind,, cap. 170.—Herrera, Hm‘E. Gf_mel'al,
dec. 8, 1ib. 1, cap. 1-8.—Pedro Pizarro, Descub. y Conq., M‘b.—ﬂ/;arixte,
Cong. del Peru, lib. 5, cap. 35.—Montesinos, Annales, MS., afio 10:16.
Garcilasso, Com. Real,, Parte 2,lib. 4, cap. 33-35.—Fernandez, Hist.
del Peru, Parte 1, lib. 1, cap. 53, 54. s

Gonzalo Pizarro seems to regard the battle as a so'rt of: .}u_dwlal
trial by combat, in which Heaven, by the result, plainly m’dlcated
the richt. His remarks are edifying. *Por .dctnde };)al'ecera clara-
mente que Nuestro Sefior fud servido estt? se viniese 4 meter en las
manes para quitarnos de tantos cuidados, 1 que pagase f]uzmtos ma!e.v.,
havia fecho en la tierra, la qual quedd tan asosegada i tan en paz i
gservicio de 8. M. como lo estuvo en tiempo del Marques mi her-
mano.”’ Carta de Gonzalo Pizarro a Valdivia, MS.

© (arcilasso’s reflections on this point are commendably folerant.
“ Assi acabd este buen cauallare, por querer porfiar tan_to en la exe-
cucion de lo que ni a su Rey ni a aquel Reyno conuenia.: donde se
causaron tantas muertes y dafios de Espafioles; y de Yndloss aunque
no tuuo tanta culpa como se le atribuye, porque lleud preciso man-
dato de lo que hiz6.” Com. Real., Parte 2, lib. 4, cap. 34,
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from the letter of the law. Puffed up by his brief author-
ity, morever, he considered opposition to the ordinances as
treason to himself; and thus, identifying himself with his
commission, he was prompted by personal feelings, quite as
much as by those of a public and patriotic nature.

Neither was the viceroy’s character of a kind that tended
to mitigate the odium of his measures, and reconcile the
people to their exeeution. It afforded a strong contrast
to that of his rival, Pizarro, whose frank, chivalrous bear-
ing, and generous confidence in his followers, made him
universally popular, blinding their judgments, and giving
to the worse the semblance of the better cause. Blasco
Nufiez, on the contrary, irritable and suspicious, placed
himself in a false position with all whom he approached ;
for a suspicious temper creates an atmosphere of distrust
around it that kills every kindly affection. His first step
was to alienate the members of the Audience who were
sent to act in concert with him. But this was their fault
as well as his, since they were as much too lax, as he was
too severe, in the interpretation of the law.® He next
alienated and outraged the people whom he was appointed
to govern. And, lastly, he disgusted his own friends, and
too often turned them into enemies; so that, in his final
struggle for power and for existence, he was obliged to rely
on the arm of the stranger. Yet in the catalogue of his
qualities we must not pass in silence over his virtues,
There are two to the credit of which he is undeniably
entitled,—a loyalty, which shone the brighter amidst the
general defection around him, and a constancy under mis-
fortune, which might challenge the respect even of his ene-

* Blasco Nuiiez characterized the four judges of the Audience in
& manner more concise than complimentary,—a boy, a madman, a
booby, and a dunce! Decia muchas veces Blasco Nuiiez, que le
havian dado el Emperador, i su Consejo de Indias vn Mogo, un Loco,
un Necio, vn Tonto por Oldores, que asi lo havian hecho como ellog
eran.  Mogo era Cepeda, i llamaba Loco a Juan Alvarez, i Necio i
Tejada, que no sabia Latin”’ Gomara, Hist, de las Ind., cap. 171
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mies. But with the most liberal allowanee for his merits, it
can scarcely be doubted that a person more incompetent to
the task assigned him could not have been found in
Castile.”

The victory of Afiaquito was received with general joy
in the neighboring capital ; all the cities of Peru looked on
it as sealing the downfall of the detested ordinances, and
the name of Gonzalo Pizarro was sounded from one end
of the counfry to the other as that of its deliverer. That

chief’ continued to prolong his stay in Quito during the .

wet season, dividing his time between the licentious pleas-
ures of the reckless adventurer and the cares of business
that now pressed on him as ruler of the state. His ad-
ministration was stained with fewer acts of violence than
might have been expected from the cireumstances of his
situation. So long as Carbajal, the counsellor in whom he
unfortunately placed greatest reliance, was absent, Gonzalo
sanctioned no execution, it was observed, but according to
the forms of law*® He rewarded his followers by new
grants of land, and detached several on expeditions, to no
greater distance, however, than would leave it in his power
readily to recall them. He made various provisions for the
welfare of the natives, and some, in particular, for instructing

#* The account of Blasco Nufiez Vela rests chiefly on the authority
of loyal writers, some of whom wrote after their return to Castile.
They would, therefore, more naturally lean to the side of the true
representative of the Crown, than to that of the rebel. Indeed, the
only voice raised decidedly in favor of Pizarro is his own,—a very
suspicious authority. Yet, with all the prestiges in his favor, the ad-
ministration of Blasco Nuflez, from universal testimony, was a total
failure. And there is little to interest us in the story of the man,
except his unparalleled misfortunes, and the firmness with which he
bore them.

* “Nunca Pigarro, en ausencia de Francisco de Carvajal, su
Maestre de Campo, matd, ni consintié matar Espafiol, sin que todos,
los mas de su Consejo, lo aprobasen : i entonces con Praceso en forma
de Derecho, i confesados primero.”” Gomara, Hist. de las Ind., eap.
172,
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them in the Christian faith. He paid attention to the faith-
ful collection of the royal dues, urging on the colonists that
they should deport themselves so as to conciliate the good-
will of the Crown, and induce a revocation of the ordi-
nanees. His administration, in short, was so conducted,
that even the anstere Gasca, his sucecessor, allowed “it was
a good government,—for a tyrant.” *

At length, in July, 1546, the new governor bade adieu
to Quito, and, leaving there a sufficient garrison under his
officer Puelles, began his journey to the south. It wasa
triumphal progress, and everywhere he was received on the
road with enthusiasm by the people. At Truxillo, the citi-
zens came out in a body to welcome him, and the clergy
chanted anthems in his honor, extolling him as the “ victo-
rious prince,” and imploring the Almighty “to lengthen his
days, and give him honor.”® At Lima, it was proposed
to clear away some of the buildings, and open a new street
for his entrance, which might ever after bear the name of
the victor. But the politic chieftain declined this flattering
tribute, and modestly preferred to enter the city by the
usual way. A procession was formed of the citizens, the
soldiers, and the clergy, and Pizarro made his entry into
the capital with two of his principal captains on foot, hold-
ing the reins of his charger, while the archbishop of
Lima, and the hishops of Cuzco, Quito, and Bogotd, the
last of whom had lately come to the city to be consecrated,
rode by his side. The strects were strewn with bou ghs, the
walls of the houses hung with showy tapestries, and

# Ibid., ubi supra—Fernandez gives a less favorable picture of
Gonzalo’s administration. (Iist. del Pera, Parte, 1, lib. 1, cap. 54;
lib. 2, cap. 18.) Fernandez wrote at the instance of the Court ;
Gomara, though present at court, wrote to please himself. The
praise of Gomara is less suspicious than the censure of Fernandez.

% “Victorioso Principe, hagate Dios dichoso, i bienaventurado, &l
te mantenga, i te conserve.” Herrera, Hist. General, dec, 8, lib. 2,
cap. 9.
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triumphal arches were thrown over the way in honor of
the victor. Every balcony, veranda, and housetop was
crowded with spectators, who sent up huzzas, Joud and long,
saluting the victorious soldier with the titles of “ Liberator,
and Protector of the people.” The bells rang out their
joyous peal, as on his former entrance into the capital ; and
amidst strains of enlivening musie, and the blithe sounds
of jubilee, Gonzalo held on his way to the palace of his
brother. Peru was once more placed under the dynasty of
the Pizarros.”

Deputies came from different parts of the country, ten-
dering the congratulations of their respective cities; and
every one eagerly urged his own claims to consideration
for the services he had rendered in the revolution. Pi-
zarro, ab the same time, received the welcome intelligence
of the success of his arms in the south. Diego Centeno, as
before stated, had there raised the standard of rebellion, or
rather, of loyalty to his sovereign. He had made himself
master of La Plata, and the spirit of insurrection had
spread over the broad province of Charcas. Carbajal,
who had been sent against him from Quito, after repairing
to Lima, had passed at once to Cuzco, and there, strength-
ening his forces, had descended by rapid marches on the
refractory district. Centeno did not trust himself in the
field against this formidable champion.- He retreated with
his troops into the fastnesses of the sierra. Carbajal pur-
sued, following on his track with the pertinacity of a
bloodhound ; over mountain and moor, through forests
and dangerous ravines, allowing him no respite, by day
or by night. Eating, drinking, sleeping in his saddle, the
veteran, eighty years of age, saw his own followers tire one
after another, while he urged on the chase, like the wild

% For an account of this pageant, see Pedro Pizarro, Descub. y
Cong., MS.—Herrera, Hist. General, dec. 8, lib. 2, cap. 9.—Zarate,
Cong. del Peru, lib. 6, cap. §—Carta de Gonzalo Pizarro a Valdivia,
MS.
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huntsman of Biirger, as if endowed with an unearthly
frame, incapable of fatigue! During this terrible pur-
suit, which continued for more than two hundred leagues
over a savage country, Centeno found himself abandoned
by most of his followers. Such of them as fell into Car-
bajal’s hands were sent to speedy execution; for that in-
exorable chief had no merey on those who had been false
to their party.”” At length, Centeno, with a handful of
men, arrived on the borders of the Pacific, and there, sep-
arating from one another, they provided, each in the best
way he could, for their own safety. Their leader found an
asylum in a cave in the mountains, where he was secretly
fed by an Indian curaca, till the time again came for him
to unfurl the standard of revolt.®

Carbajal, after some further decisive movements, which
fully established the ascendency of Pizarro over the south,
returned in triumph to La Plata. There he occupied him-
self with working the silver mines of Potosi, in which a
vein, recently opened, promised to make richer returns
than any yet discovered in Mexico or Peru;® and he was

*" Poblando los arboles con sus euerpos, peopling the trees with
their bodies,” says Fernandez, strongly ; alluding to the manner in
which the ferocious officer hung up his captives on the branches.

% For the expedition of Carbajal, see Flerrera, Hist. General, dec.
8,1ib. 1, cap. 9, et seq.—Zarate, Cong. del Pera, lib. 6, cap. 1.—
Garcilasso, Com. Real, Parte 2, lib. 4, cap. 28, 29, 36, 30.—Fer-
nander, Hist. del Peru, Parte 1, lib. 2, cap. 1, et seq.—Carta de Gon-
zalo Pizarro a Valdivia, MS.

It is impossible to give, in a page or two, any adequate idea of the
hairbreadth escapes and perilous risks of Carbajal, not only from
the enemy, but from Lis own men, whose strength he overtasked in
the chase. They rival those of the renowned Scanderbeg, or our own
Kentucky hero, Colonel Boone. They were, indeed, far more won-
derful than theirs, since the Spanish captain had reached an age
when the failing energies usually crave repose. But the veteran’s
body seems to have heen as insensible as his soul.

¥ The vein now discovered at Potosi was so rich, that the other
mines were comparatively deserted in order to work this. (Zarate,
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soon enabled to send large remittances £0 Lin.m;, (_]eductmg
10 stinted commission for himself,—for the cupidity of the
licutenant was equal to his cruelty.

Gonzalo Pizarro was now undisputed Il’:ili-:t(.al' of Ifer'gl.
From Quito to the northern c(mf_ines of '(J!nh, the ;\lea
country acknowledged his authority. His fleet roc tl :) lf-
umphant on the Pacific, _zmd gave him ic deor.n.l'n]a.nlﬁnoq
every city and hamlet on 1ts bo‘rders. His a m].lld-, P :
josa, a disereet and gallant officer, had securf-:d ]“Et. ‘.md
am4, and, marching across the Isthmus, %13(1 since ob 1111(: 1
for him the possession of Nombre de D}qs,—t-he principa
kev of communication with Europe. His forces were orl
an excellent footing, including the flower of the warmcills
who had fought under his brother, ar}d who now eﬂ.ge; %'
rallied under the name of Pizarro; while the t:lde. of WGR'-'E b
that flowed in from the mines of Potosf supplied him with
the resources of an European monarch.

The new governor now began to assume & state 0011'11*0-
spondent with his fullfblown.fort-uncs. ‘He was .a.tiim?det )J
a body-guard of eighty coldiers. He dined always in tpu t
lic, and usually with not less than a hundred gues fsdai
table. He even affected, it was said, the more deci e(d
etiquette of royalty, giving his bhand to be kLssed., aln.
allowine no one, of whatever rank, to be seated in his
prc'semz:z.40 But this is denied by .othors. .It would n?t _ble
strange that a vain man like Pm:fu‘m, with a sup(zlr ;‘c.m,
undisciplined mind, when he saw lumself.' thus raise ; 1.0;}:1
an humble condition to the highest post in lheﬂland, shou
e somewhat intoxicated by the possession of POWeY, and

Cong. del Peru, lib. 6, eap. 4) The effect of lthe suddenw zfnﬁuxui:_{'
wealth was such, according to Garcilasso, that in ten years from IIS
period an iron horseshoe, in that quarter, ca:me‘to be woith nearly
its weight in silver. Com. Real., Parte 1, 1_1b. 8, cap. 2} - Sar

40 ¢ Traia Guarda de ochenta Alabarderos, i ot_ros muchos eb a-
ballo, que le acompafiaban, iid en su pres‘eucm mngm.m s‘;fabs%nt;a 3,51
3 mui pocos quitaba la Gorra) Zarate, Cong.del Peru, 11b. b, Cap. 9.
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treat with superciliousness those whom he had once ap-
proached with deference. But one who had often seen
him in his prosperity assures us, that it was not so, and
that the governor continued to show the same frank and
soldierlike bearing as before his elevation, mingling on
familiar terms with his comrades, and displaying the
same qualities which had hitherto endeared him to the
people.t

However this may be, it is certain there were not want-
ing those who urged him to throw off his allegiance to the
Crown, and set up an independent government for himself.
Among these was his lieutenant, Carbajal, whose daring
spirit never shrunk from following things to their conse-
quences. He plainly counselled Pizarro to renounce his
allegiance at once. “In fuct, you have already done so,”
he said. “You have been in arms against a viceroy, have
driven him from the country, beaten and slain him in bat-
tle. What favor, or even mercy, can you expect from the
Crown? You have gone too far cither to halt, or to re-
cede. You must go boldly on, proclaim yourself king;
the troops, the people, will support you.” And he con-
cluded, it is said, by advising him to marry the Coya, the
female vepresentative of -the Incas, that the two races
might henceforth repose in quiet under a common
sceptre !

1 Garcilasso, Com. Real., Parte 2, 1ib. 4, cap. 42.

Garcilasso had opportunities of personal acquaintance with Gon-
zalo’s manner of living ; for, when a boy, he was sometimes admitted,
as he tells us, to a place at his table. This courtesy, so rare from the
Conquerors to any of the Indian race, was not lost on the historian
of the Incas, who has depicted Gonzalo Pizarro in more fayorable
colors than most of his. own countrvmen.

* Ibid., Parte 2, lib. 4, cap. 40.—Gomara, Hist. de las Ind., cap,
172 —Fernandez, Hist. del Peru, Parte 1, lib. 2, cap. 13.

The poet Molina has worked up this scene between Carbajal and
his commander with good effect, in his Amazonas en las Tndias, where
he uses something of a poel’s license in the homage he pays to the
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The advice of the bold counsellor was, perhaps, the most
politic that could have been given to Fizarro under exist-
ing circumstances. For he was like one who had heed-
lessly climbed far up a dizzy precipice,—too far to (%escend
safely, while he had no sure hold where he was. His only
chance was to climb still higher, till he had gained the sum-
mit. But Gonzalo Pizarro shrunk from the attitude in
which this placed him, of avowed rebellion. Nothwith-
standing the criminal course into which he had becn,'ef
late, seduced, the sentiment of loyalty was too deeply in-
planted in his bosom to be wholly eradicated. Thoug}.l in
arms against the measures and ministers of his sovereign,
he was not prepared to raise the sword against tha? sover-
eign himself. He, doubtless, had conflicting emotions in
his bosom ; like Macbeth, and many a less noble nature,

“Would not play false,
And.yet would wrongly win.”

And however grateful to his vanity might be the picture
of the air-drawn sceptre thus painted to his imagination, he
had not the audacity—we may, perhaps, say, the criminal
ambition—to attempt to grasp it.

Even at this very momeut, when urged to this desperate
extremity, he was preparing a mission to Spain, in order to
vindicate the course he had taken, and to solicit an an}nesty
for the past, with a full confirmation of his authority, as
successor to his brother in the government of Peru. Pizarro
did not read the future with the calm, prophetic eye of
Carbajal.

modest merits of Gonzalo. Julius Ceesar himself was not more mag-
NAanlmnous. .
‘' Sepa mi Rey, sepa Espafia,

Que muero por no ofenderla,

Tan faeil de conservarla,

Que pierde por no agraviarla,

Quanto infame en poseerla,

Una Corona ofrecida.”
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Among the biographical notices of the writers on Spanish colonial
affairs, the name of Herrera, who has done more for this vast subject
than any other author, should certainly not be omitied. His ac-
count of Peru takes its proper place in his great work, the Historia
General de las Indias, according to the chronological plan on which
that history is arranged. But as it suggests reflections not different
in character from those suggested by other portions of the work, I
shall take the liberty to refer the reader to the Postseript to Book
Third of the Conquest of Mexico, for a full account of these volumes
and their learned author.

Another chronicler, to whom I have been frequently indebted in
the progress of the narrative, is Francisco Lopez de Gomara. The
reader will also find a notice of this author in the Conquest of Mezico,
Vol. IIL, Book 5, Postscript. But as the remarks on his writings
are there confined to his Ciénica de Nueva Espafia, it may be well to
add here some reflections on his greater work, Historia de lus Indias,
in which the Peruvian story bears a conspicuouns part.

The “ History of the Indies” is intended to give a brief view of
the whole range of Spanish conquest in the islands and on the
American continent, as far as had been achieved by the middle of
the sixteenth century. For this account, Gomara, though it does not
appear that he ever visited the New World, was in a situation that
opened to him the best means of information, e was well ac-
quainted with the principal men of the time, and gathered the
details of their listory from their own lips ; while, from his resi-
dence at court, he was in possession of the state of opinion there,
and of the impression made by passing events on those most compe-
tent to judge of them. IMe was thus enabled to introduce into his
work many interesting particulars, not to be found in other records
of the period. Tis range of inquiry extended beyond the mere do-
ings of the Conquerors, and led him to a survey of the general re-
sources of the countries he describes, and especially of their physical
aspect and productions. The conduct of Lis work, no less than its
diction, shows the cultivated scholar, practised in the art of Composi-
tion. TInstead of the naiveté, engaging, but childlike, of the old mili-
tary chroniclers, Gomara handles his various topics with the shrewd
and piquant criticism of 2 man of the world ; while his deseriptions
are managed with a comprehensive brevity that forms the opposite to
the long-winded and rambling paragraphs of the monkish annalist.
These literary merits, combined with the knowledge of the writer’s
opportunities for information, secured his productions from the
oblivion which too often awaits the unpublished manuscript; and he
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had the satisfaction to see them pass into more than one edition in
his own day. Yet they do not bear the highest stamp of authen-
ticity. The author too readily admits accounts into his pages
which are not supported by contemporary testimony. This he does,
not from credulity, for his mind rather leans in an opposite di-
rection, but from a want, apparently, of the true spirit of historie
conscientiousness. The imputation of carelessnets in his statements
—to use a temperate phrase—was brought against Gomara in his
own day ; and Garcilasso tells us, that, when called to account by
some of the Peruvian cavaliers for misstatements which bore hard
on themselves, the historian made but an awkward explanation.
This is a great blemish on his productions, and renders them of
far less value to the modern compiler, who seeks for the well of
truth undefiled, than many an humbler but less unserupulous
chronicle.

There is still another authority used in this work, Gonzalo Fer-
nandez de Oviedo, of whom I have given an account elsewhere ; and
the reader curious in the matter will permit me to refer him for a
critical notice of his life and writings to the Conquest of Mexico,
Book 4, Postseript.—Iis account of Peru is incorporated into his
great work, Natural é Qeneral Historia de lus Indias, MS., where it
forms the forty-sixth and forty-seventh books. Tt extends from Pi-
zarro’s landing at Tumbez to Almagro’s return from Chili, and thus
covers the entire portion of what may be called the conquest of the
country. The style of its execution, corresponding with that of the
residue of the work to which it belongs, affords no ground for criti-
cism different from that already passed on the general character of
Oviedo’s writings.

This eminent person was at once a scholar and a man of the world.
Living much at conrt, and familiar with persons of the highest dis-
tinction in Castile, he yet passed much of his time in the colonies,
and thus added the fruits of personal experience to what he had
gained from the reports of others. Ilis curiosity was indefatigable,
extending to every department of natural science, as well as to the
civil and personal history of the colonists. e was, at once, their
Pliny and their Tacitus. His works abound in portraitures of cha-
racter, sketched with freedom and animation. His reflections are
piquant, and often rise to a philosophic tone, which discards the
usual trammels of the age; and the progress of the story is varied
by a multiplicity of personal anecdotes, that give a rapid insight
into the characters of the parties.

With his eminent qualifications, and with a social position that
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commanded respect, it is strange that so much of his writings—the
whole of his great Historia de lus Indias, and his eurious Quineua-
genas—should be so long suffered to remain in manuseript. This is
partly chargeable to the caprice of fortune; for the History was
more than once on the eve of publication, and is even now under-
stood to be prepared for the press.  Yet it has serious defects, which
may have contributed to keep it in its present form. In its desul-
tory and episodieal style of com position, it resembles rather notes for
a great history, than history itself, It may be regarded in the light
of commentaries, or as illustrations of the times. In that view Lis
pages are of high worth, and have been frequently resorted to by
writers who have not too scrupulously appropriated the statements
of the old chronicler, with slight acknowledgments to their
author.

It is a pity that Oviedo should have shown more solicitnde to tell
what was new, than to ascertain how much of it was strietly true.
Among his merits will scarcely be found that of historical aceuracy.
And yet we may find an apology for this, to some extent, in the fact,
that his writings, as already intimated, are not so much in the na-
ture of finished compositions, as of loose memoranda, where every
thing, rumor as well as fact,—even the most contradictory rumors,—
are all set down at random, forming a miscellaneous heap of ma-
terials, of which the discreet historian may avail himself to rear a
symmetrical fabric on foundations of greater' strength and solidity.

Another author worthy of particular note is Pedro Ciesa de Leon.
His Ciénica del Peru should more properly be styled an Itinerary,
or rather Geography, of Pern. It gives a minute topographical
view of the country at the time of the Conquest; of its provinces
and towns, both Indian and Spanish; its flourishing sea-coast ; its
forests, valleys, and interminable ranges of mountains in the in-
terior; with many interesting particulars of the existing popula-
tion,—their dress, manners, architectural remains, and public works
while, scattered here and there, may be found notices of their early
history and social polity. Tt is, in short, a lively picture of the
country in its physical and moral relations as it met the eye at the
time of the Conquest, and in that transition period when it was first
sabjected to European influences, The conception of a work, at so
early a period, on this philosophical plan, reminding us of that of

Malte-Brun in our own time,—parva componere magnis,—was, of

itself, indicative of great comprehensiveness of mind in its author.

It was a task of no little difficulty, where there was yet no pathway

opened by the labors of the antiguarian ; no hints from the sketch-
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book of the traveller, or the measurements of the scientific explorer.
Yet the distances from place to place are all carefully jotted down
by the industrious compiler, and the bearings of the different places
and their peculiar features are exhibited with sufficient precision,
considering the nature of the obstacles he had to encounter. The
literary execution of the work, moreover, is highly respectable,
sometimes even rich and picturesque; and the author describes the
grand and beautiful scenery of the Cordilleras with a sensibility to
its charms, not often found in the tasteless topographer, still less
often in the rude Congueror.

Cieza de Leon came to the New World, as he informs us, at the
early age of thirteen. But it is not till Gasea’s time that we find his
name enrolled among the actors in the busy scenes of civil strife,
when he accompanied the President in his campaign against Gon-
zalo Pizarro, His Chronicle, or, at least, the notes for it, was com-
piled in such leisure as he could snatch from his more stirring avo-
cations; and after ten years from the time he undertook it, the First
Part—all we have—was completed in 1550, when the author had
reached only the age of thirty-two. Tt appeared at Seville in 1553,
and the following year at Antwerp; while an Ttalian translation,
printed at Rome, in 1555, attested the rapid celebrity of the work,
The edition of Antwerp—the one used by me in this compilation
—is in the duodecimo form, exceedingly well printed, and garnished
with wood-cuts, in which Satan,—for the author had a full measure
of the ancient credulity,—with his usual bugbear accompaniments,
frequently appears in bodily presence. In the Preface, Cieza an-
nounces his purpose to continue the work in three other parts, illus-
trating respectively the ancient history of the country under the
Ineas, its conquest by the Spaniards, and the civil wars which en-
sued. He even gives, with curious minuteness, the contents of the
several books of the projected history. But the First Part, ag
already noticed, was alone completed; and the author, having re-
turned to Spain, died there in 1560, at the premature age of forty-
two, without having covered any portion of the magnificent ground-
plan which he had thus confidently laid out. The deficiency is
much to be regretted, considering the talent of the writer, and his
opportunities for personal observation. But he has done enongh to
render us grateful for his labors, By the vivid delineation of scenes
and scenery, as they were presented fresh to his own eyes, he has
furnished us with a background to the historic picture,—the land-
scape, as it were, in which the personages of the time might be more
fitly portrayed. It would have heen impossible to exhibit the
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ancient topography of the land so faithfully at a Suhsequen.t period,
when old things had passed away, and the Conqueror, breaking down
the landmarks of ancient civilization, had effaced many of the fea-
tures even of the physical aspect of the country, as it existed under
the elaborate culture of the Incas.




