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ceeded in accomplishing the complete dis-
persion of the Independents.

Hidalgo fled to Aguas Calientes, and meet-
ing a division of Independent troops under
Iriarte, went to Zacatecas. Allende joined
him, and they started for the United States
to recruit another army. On the 21st of
March they were apprehended by a Spanish
officer named Elizondo in a desert place in
Coahuila, called Acatita de Bajan, taken by
a strong guard to Monclova, and afterward
to Chihuahua, and imprisoned in the build-
ing now used as the Mint. The room occu-
pied By Hidalgo is still pointed out. A trial
was had, and Hidalgo, Allende, and two
other officers who had been apprehended,
Aldama and Jimenez, were condemned to
death. Hidalgo was shot in front of his
prison (the spot is marked by an adobe mon-
ument, without inscription), at seven o’clock
in the morning of the 3oth of July, 1811,
and the others later in the same day. Their
heads were cut off and placed upon pikes at
the four corners of the Castle Granaditas in
Guanajuato. It was years afterwards, and
after the cause for which they had fought
and died had triumphed, that the four heads
were reverently brought to the capital and

José Maria Morelos. 157

deposited beneath the alfar de los Reyes, in
the apse of the great cathedral.

Naturally the Spanish authorities supposed
that with the victory of Puente de Calderon
and the execution of the four great revolu-
tionary leaders, the seeds of revolution had
been wholly eradicated. But the old saying
that “ Revolutions never go backward” has
seldom been better exemplified than in this
case. The next leader to come forward was
Ignacio Rayon, who had been placed by
Allende in command of Saltillo. With a
party of Independents he took possession
of Zacatecas, and organized in Zitacuaro
a junta, composed of himself as president
and José Maria Liceaga and José Maria
Morelos as members, for the regulation of
the affairs of the Independents. Morelos
was, next to Hidalgo, the greatest hero of
the Revolution, and a man of even greater
ability than Hidalgo. He too was a priest.
He was a native of Valladolid, whose name

has since been changed in his honor to Mo-

relia. Born of very poor parents in 1765,
no means were at hand for his education un-
til he was thirty years of age, when he entered
the College of San Nicolas, of which Hi-
dalgo was then rector. Ambitious and pos-
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sessed of great natural ability, his progress
was rapid, and he won for himself a name as
a student and a man of honor. He was ad-
mitted to holy orders, and was cwra of two
parishes when the Revolution of Hidalgo
broke out. He followed his old school-
master into the conflict, and by his advice
took up his position in the neighborhood of
Acapulco. Upon the fall of his chief in the

North, he took the lead of the Independents -

in the South. He was possessed of more
military genius than Hidalgo, and managed
his campaigns with better success. He has
been called “ the hero of a hundred battles.”
His career as a revolutionary leader, briefly
sketched, is as follows: On the s5th of De-
cembér, 1811, Morelos made the Spanish
officer, Musito, a prisoner, and ordered him
shot, and then made a trintmphant entry into
Izucar, where he met the cura Mariano Mata-
moras, another patriot priest. On the 17th
Morelos repelled an assault made by Soto on
Izucar, and on the 22d of January, 1812, he
defeated Porlier, who had come to destroy
him. He captured the artillery and ammu-
nition of Porlier, and in a short time he had
swept the engmy from the country from Aca-
pulco to Cuautla, and the viceroy was for a
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while without forces or an officer willing to
go out and meet him.

With three thousand men Morelos pro-
posed to advance upon the capital, and took
up his position in Cuautla. He was be-
sieged for sixty-two days by a Spanish force
of double the number of men under him,
which the viceroy at last succeeded in raising,
The command was given to Calleja del Rey.
The evacuation of the town by Morelos after
his long and heroic defence is considered
among the most glorious feats in his own his-
tory and in that of his country. He went,
after his escape from Cuautla, to Tehuacan,
and in October, 1812, attacked Orizaba, and
captured it after a few hours of fighting,
— whereby a large amount of supplies, esti-
mated as worth fourteen million dollars, fell
into his hands. In the mountains of Acylt-
zingo he met with reverses; but he recruited
his forces, amounting now to five thousand
men, and on the 25th of November took
Oaxaca by storm. Returning then to the
scene of his first military operations, he
forced the surrender of Acapulco, after a
long siege, on the 2j5th of August, 1813,
This movement of Morelos has been much
criticised. It was a mistake similar to that
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made by Hidalgo when within easy reach of
the capital.

The next month Morelos took steps toward
organizing the Independent Mexican govern-
ment. He called a congress, which met at
Chilpantzingo (in the present State of Guer-
rero). Rayon was a deputy; so also was the
historian Carlos Bustamente, with other dis-
tinguished personages. This congress nomi-
nated Morelos Captain-General ; abolished
slavery, and imprisonment for debt; declared
the collection of tithes for the support of
religious houses unlawful; and on the 16th
of November put forth a Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Mexico was declared forever free
of Spanish control, with liberty to work out
its own destiny, and with the Roman Catholic

religion for its spiritual guidance. For the

new nation the name of * Anahuac” was
chosen, in deference to the idea which then
existed in the minds of the Mexicans of an
Aztec empire bearing that name. The name,
however, — which means “near the water,”
— was applied to all the tribes who occupied
the lake basin of the Mexican Valley.
Before the promulgation of this Declara-
tion of Mexican Independence, — namely, in
February, 1813, — the Viceroy Venegas was
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recalled to Spain, where he took the part of
the Bonapartists, and was created Marquis
of the Reunion. He was succeeded in Mex-
ico by Gen. Felix Maria Calleja del Rey,
who for the barbarity committed by him
has been called by historians *the Cruel.”
He pursued the Independents with great en-
ergy, and treated such as fell into his hands
without mercy. Matamoras, after a career
of bravery, was executed by his command on
the 3d of February, 1814, in Valladolid, and
many other names were added to the list of
martyrs to the cause of independence. The
immediate effect of Calleja’s sanguinary meas-
ures was a more general uprising of the Mex-
ican people. The entire country south of
the capital was overrun by insurgents in little
bands, under the commands of such leaders
as Vicente Guerrero, Nicolas Bravo, Felix
Fernandez (who afterwards called himself
Guadalupe Victoria), Manuel de Mier y Te-
ran, Ramon Rayon, and his brother Ignacio.
These bands were so scattered as to make it
difficult for the Royalists to suppress them.
After the congress at Chilpantzingo Mo-
relos attempted to establish a formal govern-
ment in Valladolid. The city was in the
hands of the Royalists under the command
I1
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of Agustin de Iturbide. Morelos with his
troops came in sight of the city the 22d
of December, 1813. A detachment of his
troops under Bravo and Galeana attacked the
garita del Zapote, but was defeated, and Mo-
relos was forced to retire to the hacienda del
Chupio, and on the 15th of January, 1314,
the Independents were dispersed by an attack
made by Iturbide at Paruaran.

Morelos fled again to Acapulco, and there
convened his congress. In Apatzingan, on
the 22d of October, 1814, the first Mexican
constitution was adopted. The Royalists,
however, followed Morelos to Acapulco, and
he with the congress and about one thou-
sand men fled to Uruapan, and afterward to
Tehuacan, Near the town of Texmalaca,
on the sth of November, 1815, the Royalists
and the Independents met in conflict. What
might have been the issue of the conflict can
only be guessed; but it was brought to an
end by the treachery of a man named Car-
ranco, serving in the army of Morelos. He
betrayed his chief into the hands of the Span-
ish officer José de la Concha. The “hero
of a hundred battles” was conducted a pris-
oner to the city of Mexico. There his case
was made to come before the Holy Office,
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which having been suspended in June, 1813,
had been re-established on the 21st of Janu-
ary, 1814, to combat the spread of “revo-

lutionary ideas ” — political quite as much as
religious — in Mexico. The last awufo de fé
was held on the 26th of November, I13I5.
The priest José Maria Morelos was thereby
condemned to do penance “in a penitent’s
dress ” for being “an unconfessed heretic and
an abettor of heretics, a profaner of the Holy
Sacraments, a traitor to God, the King, and
the Pope.” He was then delivered over to
the secular arm. He had refused to incul-
pate any other persons in the crimes of which
he was accused. He was taken to San Cris-
tobal Ecatepec, where on the afternoon of
the 21st or the morning of the 22d of Decem-
ber, 1815, he was shot. Francisco Rayon, a
brother of the patriots Ignacio and Ramon
Rayon, was shot about the same time in
Ixtlahuaca.

The Inquisition had no further opportunity
to exercise its power in Mexico. It was
finally suppressed by the decree of the Span-
ish Cdrtes becoming operative in Mexico on
the 31st of May, 1820, a short time only
before the final overthrow of the Spanish
dominion. In its very efforts to support the
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tottering Spanish authority it wrought its own
destruction. In its treatment of the hero Mo-
relos alone it rendered itself so thoroughly

odious to the people that it was impossible

for them to rest until they had overthrown
the government which used such a hated in-
stitution to oppress its colonies.

With the death of Morelos closed the
second act in the great drama of Mexican
Independence. The administration of Cal-
leja del Rey lasted until the year 1816. His
cruelties continued until the end. Two wom-
en of distinction fell under his displeasure
and into his hands, and were imprisoned.
One was the wifec of Andres Quintana Roos,
a member of the congress of Morelos; the
other was the wife of the corregidor of Quere-
taro, Miguel Dominguez, whose fall in 1810
had precipitated the movement of Hidalgo.
So the cause of Mexican Independence was
not without its women martyrs.

The succeeding viceroy, entering the city
of Mexico on the 19th of September, 1816,
was Don Juan Ruiz de Apodaca, called by
historians “ the Unfortunate,” whose misfor-
tune seems to have been that he was called
upon to administer the government of Mex-
ico for five years at a critical period, when

Aft-’zf{lt'{f, the C?{ﬂﬂ’:" unale, 16 5

the affairs of Spain were in a hopeless condi-
tion at home, and when the cause of Inde-
pendence in the New World was daily gaining
strength, in despite of the loss of its greatest
leader, and that he finally succumbed to the
adverse circumstances which were all along
too strong for him. It must be admitted
that when the government first devolved
upon Apodaca, the revolution s emed to be
crushed. Following upon the death of Mo-
relos were the defeat and surrender of one
after another of the revolutionary leaders, —
Manuel de Mier y Teran, Ramon Rayon, and
Nicolas Bravo. Apodaca was at first dis-
posed to be conciliatory, and some of the
Independents accepted his offers of amnesty
and laid down their arms. Some exiled
themselves and became refugees in foreign
lands. Others, however, retired to the moun-
tains, and there “kept alive the sacred fires
of Independence and Liberty.” Among
these was Vicente Guerrero, with whom we
shall have more to do hereafter.

To this period belongs an incident not
properly connected with the war for Inde-
pendence, as it was the work of a foreigner,
and intended to gratify his love of adventure
rather than to better the condition of the
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Mexicans. Yet it is much lauded by Mexi-
can writers as the most glorious of the pages
of their nation’s history, and is compared
vith the most famous exploits of the Spar-
tans. This was the expedition of Mina.
Francisco Javier Mina was a Navarrese who
had been educated for the bar, but upon
the invasion of his country by Napoleon
Bonaparte had raised a band of patriots, and
pursued a sort of irregular warfare in the
mountains. He was subsequently placed in
command of a province, and went to Madrid.
But he was not in accord with Ferdinand VIL,
and attempted to incite a revolution. Being
foiled, he escaped to England, where he
met Mexican refugees, Mier y Teran among
them, and arranged with them an expedi-
tion to Mexico to aid the cause of the
Independents.

In April, 1817, with a small squadron and
a handful of men Mina debarked in Santan-
der, and marched to Soto la Marina. Here
he issued a manifesto announcing the re-es-
tablishment of the Spanish constitution, and
constructed a fort in which to defend himself
against the Royalists. He left thercin one
hundred of his men with artillery ; and with the
rest of his small army, evading the vigilance
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of the Royalists, he set out to join the Inde-
pendent troops concentrated in the Bajio de
Guanajuato. In May some of his men de-
serted. They were Texan colonists, and re-
turned to Texas, and he was left with only
three hundred men. The force left at Soto
la Marina was compelled to surrender, and
among the prisoners taken by the Royal-
ists was Padre Mier. Mina with his scanty
troops encountered and defeated a force of

seventeen hundred Royalists in the hacienda

de Peotillos, :ll}d took four pieces of artillery,

together with ammunition and provisions
(June 8). The same month he captured the
fort of Sombrero, and defeated the Royalists
in San Juan de los Llanos, capturing two
cannon, five hundred muskets, and many
prisoners. At Jaral (in the State of San Luis
Potosi) he captured the hacienda belonging
to the Marquis of Moncado and one hundred
and forty thousand dollars left behind by the
marquis in his flight.

The viceroy at last made up his mind that
the astonishing stories that reached his ears
of the advance of a new revolutionary chief
were based upon facts, and awoke to the ne-
cessity of taking steps to check the career
of this new enemy. He raised an army in
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Queretaro, and placed it under the command
of Lifan, and sent him in pursuit of the rev-
olutionary leader. Mina, however, continued
to act upon the offensive, and planned an
attack upon Leon; but upon its failure
he retired to Sombrero, six leagues distant.
Lifian reinforced his army, advanced to Som-
brero, and surrounded the fort. For nine
days Mina and his men were without food
or water; but on the 19th of August, 1817,
the plucky Navarrese made a sortie, and es-
caped to San Gregorio with one hundred of
his men; the rest of his army being cut to
pieces. He was again besieged in San Gre-
gorio, and again cut his way through the
Royalist army; and going by way of Bajio
he toock San Luis de la Paz and the La Luz
mines, captured Guanajuato, and mustering
some cavalry went to the ranch of Venadito.
There he was assaulted on the 27th of Octo-
ber, and after a desperate defence was made
prisoner. He was conducted to San Gre-
gorio, and executed on the 11th November,
1817.

The capture of Mina was celebrated at the
capital with illuminations and public rejoic-
ings, and gained for the Viceroy the title
Conde del Venadito. The same month Rayon
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and his whole family were taken prisoner at
Patambo, and were not released until three
years subsequently. The Royalists did not
succeed until the early part of the year 1813
in getting final possession of the forts which
had been occupied by Mina’s men.

The principal revolutionary leader remain-

ing in the country when the year 1818 opened

was Vicente Guerrero. He was born of

humble parents in Tixtla in the year 1732
and in his youth engaged in agricultural
pursuits. He joined the revolutionary army
in October, 1810, and the next year fought
under Morelos. In 1812 he was already dis-
tinguished for his energy and bravery, and
likewise for his clemency to the conquered.
He saw all the ups and downs of military life
but was never discouraged. In March, 1818,
he saw all the revolutionary organizations
dispersed and the war apparently at an end,
yet in September he gained two victories
over the Spanish troops and the following
month was able to collect the scattered revo-
lutionary forces and reorganize the Independ-
ents. The next year he carried on a desultory
but annoying war, winning about twenty
battles of more or less importance.

Coming at the end of a long series of revo-
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lutionary movements, although he had made
a more modest beginning than any of the
others, it was clearly seen by the wiser men
of the country, both Spanish and Mexicans,
that the movements of Guerrero were to be
fraught with greater consequences to New
Spain than any of those which had preceded
it. The state of the Spanish government at
home was such as to give no hope whatever
that the seeds of revolution could be rooted out
in Mexico beyond all danger of their spring-
ing up again and finally growing beyond all
control. Attention began to be directed to
the growth of the tree in the right direction.
he reader is to be introduced here to
Agustin de Iturbide, a native of Valladolid
(Morelia), the birthplace of Morelos. He
was born September 27, 1783, his father
being a Spaniard, his mother a Mexican.
Before he was sixteen years of age he had
been made an officer in the Spanish militia,
and he subsequently served in the Royalist
army in different parts of the country with
such distinction as to secure his promotion
to a colonelcy.
His ambition awoke. A glance at the
status of affairs in 1820 was sufficient to
convince him that there was no hope of

Agustin de Iturbide. I71

maintaining the power of Spain any longer
in Mexico. When the liberal constitution
was that year proclaimed in Spain it was
evident to Iturbide that a crisis was pending
in Mexico, and he determined to gain for

himself a higher position in the new order
of things than the Spanish government could

offer, even if it succeeded in maintaining it-
self. He attached himself to the ecclesiz stics
and more politic of the Spaniards, creoles,
and Mexican leaders, and after many con-
ferences a programme of action was duly
adopted, though kept secret for a time. In-
dependence- and separation from Spain were
to be secured, but by themselves, not by
the already existing party of revolutionists,
and by the terms of the compact a Mexican
representative monarchy was to be erected,
ruled by a king of Spanish royal blood. It
was a scheme calculated to conciliate all the
various factions in the country, —to attract
even the stanchest Royalists.

Iturbide took the lead in the matter, se-
cured from the viceroy command of an ex-
pedition against Guerrero (who was then in
the South) and in November, 1820, he estab-
lished his headquarters in Teloloapam, with
twenty-five hundred men. He entered forthwith




172 A Short History of Mexico.

into a correspondence with Guerrero, which
resulted in an interview between the two op-
posing chiefs at Acatempan on the 10th of
January, 1821, and the explanation to Guer-
rero of the plans to secure home rule for
Mexico under an imported Spanish king.
Guerrero was delighted and at once ceded
the command of the joint forces to Iturbide,
and soon what has since been known as the
Plan de Iguala was published to the world
(February 24, 1821). It caused great excite-
ment in Mexico, but it gained favor every-
where. Only the immediate followers of the
viceroy were dismayed. And no offers from
the viceroy himself, of pardon, money, or pro-

motion seduced Iturbide from his purpose.

In vain the viceroy raised an army of six
thousand Royalists and established it on the
road between the city of Mexico and Tlalpam
for the protection of the capital and as a
menace to the forces of Iturbide. Valladolid,
Queretaro, and Puebla were captured and the
capital besieged by the army of the new
chief. The Spanish cause grew weaker daily,
and the Royalists finally began to find fault
with the viceroy, accusing him of incapacity.
Apodaca gave up the struggle. Don Fran-
cisco Novella, his chief of artillery, then in
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command of the forces at the capital, was
named in his place, and “ the Unfortunate ”
departed for Spain.

Novella did little in the discharge of the
office of viceroy. It was too late to stop
the tide of revolution, and the measures he
dictated were without result. The Mexican
officers who had previously retired from ac-
tive service again came to the front, and
even Spanish Royalists declared themselves
in favor of Independence. Santa Anna be-
came prominent in Vera Cruz; Negrete, Cor-
tazar, Filisola, and Bravo are other names
connected with this portion of Mexican revo-
lutionary history. The whole country was
in the hands of the Independents. Iturbide
secured ample means for a successful cam-
paign against the remnant of Spanish rule
still left in the country.

Such was the state of affairs when, in July,
1821, there arrived in Mexico Gen. Juan
O'Donoju, the sixty-fourth viceroy and the
last. He found things wholly beyond his
control, and nothing to do but to acquiesce
in the measures dictated by those whom he
found in possession of the country he had
been sent to govern. He took the oath of
office in Vera Cruz.




