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cludes those called in England “arm-chair politicians ? — does
not so much disturb calculations. Nevertheless, the task of
discerning changes and predicting consequences is always a
difficult one, in which the most skilful observers may err.
The eountry is large, the din of voices ig incessant, the parties
are in many places nearly balanced. There are frequent small
changes from which it would be rash to infer any real move-
ment of opinion, even as he who comes down to the beach
must watch many wavelets break in ripples on the sand before
he ean tell whether the tide be ebbing or flowing.

It may be asked how, if the organs of public opinion give so
often an uncertain sound, public opinion can with truth be said
not only to reign but to govern. The answer is that a sov-
ereign is not the less a sovereign because his commands are
sometimes misheard or misreported. In America every one
listens for them. Those who manage the affairs of the country
_obey to the best of their hearing. They'do not, as has been
heretofore the case in Europe, act on their own view, and ask
the people to ratify : they take the course which they believe
the people at the moment desire. Leaders do not, as some-
times still happens in England, seek to force or anticipate
opinion ; or if they do, they suffer for the blunder by provok-
ing a reaction. The people must not be hurried. A statesman
is not expected to move ahead of them; he must rather seem
to follow, though if he has the courage to tell the people that
they are wrong, and refuse to be the instrument of their
errors, he will be all the more respected. - Those who fail
because they mistake eddies and eross currents for the main
stream of opinion, fail more often from some personal bias, or
from vanity, or from hearkening to a clique of adherents, than
from want of materials for observation. A man who can dis-
engage himself from preconceptions, who is in genuine sym-
pathy with his countrymen, and possesses the art of knowing
where to look for typical manifestations of their sentiments,
will find the organs through which opinion finds expression

more adequate as well as more abundant in America than they
are in any other country.

CHAPTER LXXX

NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS AS MOULDING PUBLIC OPINION

: As the pul'?lic opinion of a people is even more directly th
its political institutions the reflection and expressionyof 'E:bn
clla}"actelj, we may begin the analysis of opinion in America llos
noting some of those general features of national chara.cty
which glve tone and colour to the people’s thoughts and feelin :T
on politics. There are, of course, varieties pr?)per to diﬁ'ler bz
class_eg, and to ditferent parts of the vast territory of the U ; eIl_
but it is well to consider first such characteristics as bleloﬁf?
the nation as a whole, and afterwards to examine the ,var'b .
clagses and districts of the country. And when I speak flzlus
nation, I mean the native Americans. What follléws 1O i li
applicable to the recent immigrants from Europe an?l T]Df
course, even less applicable to the Southern negroIes’~ th .
borth these elements are potent by their votes. A
The Amemcgns are a good-natured people, kindly, helpful t
one another,_ disposed to take a charitable view eveljl of }.:rr : TO
doelrs. Their anger sometimes flames up, but the fire is )
extmqt. Nowhere is cruelty more abhorred. Even ‘],b SOO%
lypc}_11ng a h.or;e thief in the West has consideratién ;‘oruéﬁ
c?mmal, and ‘wﬂl give him a good drink of whisky beforé he iz
:]11(:1}? eg; ;lp. %mel ty to s.la.ves was unusual while slavery lasted
" h proof of which is the quietness of the slaves dli1‘ing thé
ar when all the men and many of the boys of the Seuth wer
se’rvmg in th’e Confederate armies. As evedrybodv knows '::1'?(136
c"l;l r()) nf;?lretl}e}“ent to offences of all kinds but one, offences ;Léainsz
7 rebp]é 4 l.Lil they are a_nywhere in Europe. The Southern
verbi;’;jly ;)v;ct,;grsici);;l,feo%c_;;venl ; an‘df though civil wars are pro-
combatants dicl’ SO many ‘l?ttljc? eﬁ'ieigl ft:lct‘ggles L
few in which even the vanquished havg s0 (tﬁlifc(l};llyo}f)ljriifioglz;
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resentments. It is true that newspapers and public speakers
say hard things of their opponents; but this is a part of the
game, and is besides a way of relieving their feelings: the bark
is sometimes the louder in order that a bite may not follow.
Vindictiveness shown by a public man excites general dis-
approval, and the maxim of letting bygones be bygones is
pushed so far that an offender’s misdeeds are often forgotten
when they ought to be remembered against him.

All the world knows that they are a humorous people. They
are as conspicuously the purveyors of humour to the nineteenth
century as the French were the purveyors of wit to the
eighteenth. Nor is this sense of the ludierous side of things
confined to a few brilliant writers. It is diffused among the
whole people; it eolours their ordinary life, and gives to their
talk that distinctively new flavour which a European palate
enjoys. Their capacity for enjoying a joke against themselves

. was oddly illustrated at the outset of the'Civil War, a time of
stern excitement, by the merriment which arose over the hasty
retreat of the Federal troops at the battle of Bull Run. When
William M. Tweed was ruling and robbing New York, and had
set on the bench men who were openly prostituting justice, the
citizens found the situation so amusing that they almost forgot
to be angry. Much of President Lincoln’s popularity, and much
also of the gift he showed for restoring confidence to the North
at the darkest moments of the war, was due to the humorous
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th_at t?lock_t‘neir path.  They look at their enormous territor
with its still only half-explored sources of wealth, they reckoi
up the growth of their population and their produets, the
contrast the comfort and intelligence of their labouring élasse}t
with the condition of the masses in the Old World. '[‘l'leb'
remember the dangers that so long threatened the Union frcni
the slave power, and the rebellion it raised, and see peace and
harmony now restored, the South more 'prospemus and con-
tented than at any previous epoch, perfect good feeliﬁg be-
tween au sections of the country. It is natural for them to
believe in their star. And this sanguine temper makes them
tolerant Qf evils which they regard as transitory, removable as
soon as time can be found to root them up.

They have unbounded faith in what they call the People
and in a democratic system of government. The great Stz‘utesl
of the Kuropean continent are distracted by the contests of
Republicans and Monarchists, and of rich and poor, —cont;e%ts
which go down to the foundations of government &Ijld in Fnr;es
are furt.}'ler embittered by religious passions. Ew:en in Eng(l'md
the ancient Constitution is always under repair, and wilile
many think it is being ruined by changes, other’s hold that
still greater changes are needed to make it tolerable. No sut:h
questions trouble native American minds, for nearly everybor{
’E)el_lev‘es, and everybody deelares, that the frame of governmeﬁ{ :
18 1n 1ts main lines so excellent that such reforms as seem

p—

way he used to turn things, conveying the impression of not
being himself uneasy, even when he was most so.

That indulgent view of mankind which I have already men-
tioned, a view odd in a people whose ancestors were penetrated

called for need not touch those lines, but are- required only to
gotect the Constitution from being perverted by the parties.
ence a further confidence that the people are sure to decide
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with the belief in original sin, is strengthened by this wish to
get amusement out of everything. The want of seriousness
which it produces may be more apparent than real. Yet it has
its significance; for people become affected by the language they
use, as we see men grow into cynics when they have acquired
the habit of talking cynicism for the sake of effect.

They are a hopeful people. Whether or no they are right in
calling themselves a new people, they certainly seem to feel in
their veins the bounding pulse-of youth. They see along vista
of years stretching out before them, in which they will have
time enough to cure all their faults, to overcome all the obstacles

right in the long run, a confidence inevitable and essential in a
government which refers every question to the arbitrament of
numb_ers_. .T‘here have, of course, been instances where the
once significant minority proved to have been wiser than the
ir];a,]onty of the moment. Such was eminently the case in
5 ¢ great sl_avery str}lggle'. But here the minority prevailed
¥ g}:owmg Into a majority as events developed the real issues
:,(ljltm?i th;s also l_ms been QEemed a ground for holding thm’;
L &EJ; ies ‘Whl(}h ha\.re right on their side will bring round
i L:lg{onlstg, an_cll in thg _]ong run win by voting power.
o ask an mte]hgent_ citizen why he so holds, he will

swer that truth and justice are sure to make their way into
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the minds and consciences of the majority. This is deemed
an axiom, and the more readily so deemed, because truth is
identified with common sense, the quality which the average
citizen is most confidently proud of possessing.

This feeling shades off into another, externally like it, but
at bottom distinet — the feeling not only that the majority, be
it right or wrong, will and must prevail, but that its being the
majority proves it to be right. This idea, which appears in
the guise sometimes of piety and sometimes of fatalism, seems
to be no contemptible factor in the present character of the
people. It will be move fully dealt with in a later chapter.

The Americans are an educated people, compared with the
whole mass of the population in any European country except
Switzerland, parts of Germany, Norway, Iceland, and Scotland ;
that is to say, the average of knowledge is higher, the habit of
reading and thinking more generally diffused, than in any
other country. (I speak, of course, of the native Americans,
excluding negroes and recent immigrants.) They know the
Constitation of their own country, they follow public affairs,
they join in local government and learn from it how govern-
ment must be carried on, and in particular how discussion must
be conducted in meetings, and its results tested at elections.
The Town Meeting has been the most perfect school of self-
government in any modern country. In villages, they still
excrcise their minds on theological questions, debating points
of Christian doetrine with no small acuteness. Women in
particular, though their chief reading is fiction and theology,
pick up at the public schools and from the popular magazines
far more miscellaneous information than the women of any
Furopean country possess, and this naturally tells on the in-

telligence of the men.

That the education of the masses is nevertheless a super-
ficial eduecation goes without saying. It1is sufficient to enable
them to think they know something about the great problems
of politics: insufficient to show them how little they know.
The public elementary school gives everybody the key to
knowledge in making reading and writing familiar, but it has
1ot time to teach him how to use the key, whose use is in fact,
by the pressure of daily work, almost confined to the news-
paper and the magazine. S0 we may say that if the political
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education of the average American voter be compared with
that of the average voter in Europe, it stands high; but if it
be compared with the functions which the theory%t’ ‘the Amer-
ican government lays on him, which its spirit implies, which
“che me{':hods of its party orgamization assume, its inac{equac
is manifest. This observation, however, is not so much ﬁ
reproach to the schools, which generally do what Inglish
sc_hoob omit — instruet the child in the principles of the l:Elon-
stitution —as a tribute to the height of the ideal which the
Amcmcan conception of popular rule sets up.

For th_e functions of the citizen are not, as has hitherto been
the case in Kurope, confined to the choosing of legislators, who
are then left to settle issues of policy and S(’,]Z'C:t exec’utive
rulers. } The American citizen is one of the govemors of the
Republic. Issues are decided and rulers selected by the direct
popular vote. Elections are so frequent that to do his duty a:t
them a citizen ought to be constantly watching publie affairs
with a full comprehension of the principles in\;jolved in them
zmd._ a judgment of the candidates derived from a eriticism ()’E’
their arguments as well as a recollection of their past careers
The instruction received in the common schools and from thc;
newspapers, and supposed to be developed by the practice of
primaries and conventions, while it makes the voter deem him-
self ‘capable of governing, does not fit him to weigh the real
merltfs of statesmen, to discern the true qround; on whi(;h
questions ought to be decided, to note the drift of events and
Fhsqover the direction in which parties are being carried. He
1s like a sailor who knows the spars and ropes oti’? the shii;) and
1s expert In working her, but is ignorant of geography and
navigation; who can perceive that some of tie t(,){ﬁcer@ are
smar.t‘ and others dull, but cannot judge which of thém is
qualified to use the sextant or will best keep his head duriu.-r
a hurricane. 3

They are a moral and well-conducted people. Setting aside
the colluvies gentivwm which one finds in Western mining camps
and which popular literature has presented to Europeans as 1I°<L1’
larger than it really is, setting aside also the rabble of a few
great cities and the negroes of the South, the average of tem-
perance, chastity, truthfulness, and general prohit; is some-
what higher than in any of the great nations of Europe. The
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instinets of the native farmer or artisan are almost invariably
kindly and charitable. He respects the law; he is deferential
%o women and indulgent to children; he attaches an almost
excessive value to the possession of a genial manner and the
observance of domestic duties. |

They are also a religious people. Tt is not merely that they
respect religion and its ministers, for that one might say of
Russians or Sicilians, not merely that they are assiduous
church-goers and Sunday-school teachers, but that they have
an intelligent interest in the form of faith they profess, are
pious without superstition, and zealous without bigotry. The
importance which they still, though less than formerly, attach
to dogmatic propositions, does not prevent them from feeling
the moral side of their theology. Christianity influences con-
duet, not indeed half as much as in theory it ought, but prob-
ably more than it does in any other modern country, and far
more than it did in the so-called ages of faith.

Nor do their moral and religious impulses remain in the soft
haze of self-complacent sentiment. The desire to expunge or
oure the visible evils of the world is strong. Nowhere are so
many philanthropic and reformatory agencies at work. Zeal
outruns discretion, outruns the possibilities of the case, in not
a few of the efforts made, as well by legislation as by voluntary
action, to suppress vice, to prevent intemperance, to purify
popular literature.

Religion apart, they are an unreverential people. T do not
mean irreverent, — far from it; nor do I mean that they have
not a great capacity for hero-worship, as they have many a time
shown. T mean that they are little disposed, especially in
public questions — political, economical, or social — to defer to
the opinions of those who are wiser or better instructed than
themselves. Everything tends to make the individual inde-
pendent and self-reliant. He goes early into the world ; he is
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;?;1111 121_}]93';11:098 to expect light and leading on public affairs
sakers or writers. Oratory is not dire .
e : cted to ]
znstl uctl(;)n,d blflt towards stimulation. Special knowledge :;’ii’gﬁ
ommands deference in applied seience or in fi o
de e in finance, does not
command it in politics, becau 1 - :
_ : se that is not deemed i
subject, but one within the com i sakil
b one prehension of eve ractical
man. Polities is, to be sure, a i oy
. s : , & profession, and so far mi
;?E]'Jtl' to I}eed prfi')lfessmnal aptitudes. Bu’t the pmfessi:}il;l:
1tician 18 not the man who has studied i
] : statesmanship, but
the man who has practised the art of running conventio - ud
winning elections. 2o
hi;iﬂ;npz};atl strolng point of America, the completeness and
ular character of local goverr t i
e _ g 1ment, contributes to
attainment expected in a i
‘ T ) ublic ma
l::;:aé;zi ;];3 iz;tlzeri)s ]udgelof all polities by the pl()ﬂitics thel;
now best,— those of their township or ei
fancy that he who is 'fit t sty
: o be selectman, or count i
sioner, or alderman, is fit to sit in th J Tl of
: 3 ; e great council of the
?;Sggé bg;:ke thshsl‘lepherd in Virgil, they think the only dilfl
ween their town and Rome is in its si oli
that what does for TLaf i i i
1at W ayetteville will do well enough f
. ; o
Vﬁéashuflgton. lHeuce when a man of statesmanlike gi%ts a )1-
?n arls?k etha,s 1f1ttle encouragement to take a high and stq,telé
anlike tone, for his words do not n aril i
e t necessarily receive weight
; : ears to be instruetive or hortatory, 1
i}ld(_}li}éu&in a:tmtuﬂe s]iould expose him to ridicule; and in ADE;:BI‘.?:;
e is a terrible power. Nothing esc i i
‘ b g escapes it. Few have
the courage to face it. In the indulgence of it even this hum: .
ra{ze can be unfeeling. 2
leifi?cyl séll'zsz 'pusylpzpplle. I have already observed that the
1s relatively small, is in faet fined g
= la r Ve ; confined to a few
icZTtei‘n i:('3111;1es. The citizen has little time to think about polit-
problems. Engrossing all the working hours, his avoca-

left to make his way alone; he tries one occupation after an-
other, if the first or second venture does mnot prosper; he gets
to think that each man is his own best helper and adviser.
Thus he is led, I will not say to form his own opinions, for
even in America few are those who do that, but to fancy that
he has formed them, and to feel little need of aid from others
towards correcting them. There is, therefore, less disposition

11310; lé-.ra{:;esé;uénl only stray moments for this fundamental duty.

g Oa; he admits his respons_ibilities, considers himself

o }a, p%-rty, tak_es some interest in current events.

e forghil;e \}'; guﬁisrejeftltf}e idea that his thinking should
; 5 not leisure to do it for hi

:;FS;[?_‘, przfctical‘ly lean upon and follow his party. Itllliiillfiljir;i

nglish visitor ‘to find how small a part polities pla\,:\,r in
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conversation among the wealthier classes and generally in the
cities.  During a tour of four months in America in the autumn
of 1881, in which I had occasion to mingle with all sorts and
conditions of men in all parts of the country, and particularly
in the Eastern cities, 1 never once heard American politics
discussed except when I or some other European brought the
subject on the carpet. In a presidential year, and especially
during the months of a presidential campaign, there is, of
course, abundance of private talk, as well as of public speak-
ing, but even then the issues raised are largely personal rather
than political in the Iuropean sense. But at other times the
visitor is apt to feel — more, I think, than he feels anywhere
in Britain — that his host has been heavily pressed by his own
business concerns during the day, and that when the hour of
relaxation arrives he gladly turns to lighter and more agreeable
topics than the state of the nation. This remark is less appli-
cable to the dwellers in villages. There is plenty of political
chat round the store at the cross roads, and though it is rather
in the nature of gossip than of debate, it seems, along with the
practice of local government, to sustain the interest of ordinary
folk in public affairs.’ :
The want of serious and sustained thinking is not confined
to polities. One feels it even more as regards economical and
To it must be ascribed the vitality of cerfain
prejudices and fallacies which could scarcely survive the con-
tinuous application of such vigorous minds as one finds among
the Americans. Their quick perceptions serve them so well
in business and in the ordinary affairs of private life that they
do not feel the need for minute investigation and patient re-
fection on the underlying principles of things. They are apt
to ignore difficulties, and when they can no longer ignore therm,
they will evade them rather than lay siege to them according
to the rules of art. The sense that there is no time to spare
haunts an American even when he might find the time, and

would do best for himself by finding it.

social questions.

1The European country where the common people best understand politics

is Switzerland. That where they talk most about polities is, I think, Greece.
I remember, for instance, in crossing the channel which divides Cephalonia
from Ithaca, to have heard the boatmen diseuss a recent ministerial erisis at
Athens, during the whole voyage, with the liveliest interest and apparently

some knowledge.
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Some one will say that an aversion to
3 3 stead inki
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others similarly minded, but congenial spirits seldo.m. live lqng
enough together to form a school or type o_f _loca,l opinion which
develops strength and becomes a prosel;ytlzl{lg foycg. Perhaps
this tends to prevent the growth of x_fa.pety in opinion. 'W}.len
a man arises with some power of original thqugbt in pohtics,
he is feeble if isolated, and is depressed by hl_s magmﬁcancg,
whereas if he grows up in favourable soil w1.th sympathetic
minds around him, whom he can in pl‘olonge_d intercourse per-
meate with his ideas, he learns to speak with conhd_ence and
soars on the wings of his disciples. On::a wl_lo (301131(.161'5 the?
variety of conditions under which men live in America may
certainly find ground for surprise that there should be so few
' t schools of opinion.
IH%EE ?:frzi while an unlsettled, they are nevertheless an asso-
ciative, because a sympathetic people. Although' the atoms
are in constant motion, they have a strong a.ttract.lon for one
another. Each man catches his neighhom:’s spntlmre‘nt more
quickly and easily than happens with the English. That sort
of reserve and isolation, that tendency rather to repel ‘than to
invite confidence, which foreigners attribute to the Englishman,
though it belongs rather to the upper and middle class than Fo
the nation generally, is, though not absent, yet less marked in
America.l It seems to be one of the notes'of difference between
the two branches of the race. In the United Statles, since each
man likes to feel that his ideas raise in other_mmd_s the same
emotions as in his own, a sentiment or impulse is rapidly Propha-
gated and quickly conscious of its strength. Add to this 2
aptitude for organization which their history and IHStltutIU;fl&
have educed, and one sees how the §e31deney to form and the
talent to work combinations for a political or any other object
has become one of the great features of the country. _Hence,
too, the immense strength of party. Ifrestsnot only on interest
and habit and the sense of its value as a means of xsro;-lcllnglthe
government, but also on the sympathetic element and instinct
of combination ingrained in the national character.

11 do not mean that Americans are more apt to unbosom themselves to

strangers, but that they have rather more ad_apt.iveness tl}ap the{E;}l;g;;Zh, EJ;:;
are less disposed to stand alone and care nothing for the opmulm 0 .o Sﬂ;{ ne
worth noticing that Americans travelling abroad seem to _get more e]a Ly dnte
tonch with the inhabitants of the (5011ntry_thml the English ‘do f nor 1::3 e e- 03],:
the English habit of calling those inhabitants — Frenchmen, for instance,
Germans — © the natives.”

CHAP. LXXX NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 291

They are a changeful people. Not fickle, for they are if any-
thing too tenacious of ideas once adopted, too fast bound by
party ties, too willing to pardon the errors of a cherished leader.
But they have what chemists call low specific heat ; they grow
warm suddenly and cool as suddenly; they are liable to swift
and vehement outbursts of feeling which rush like wildfire
across the country, gaining glow, like the wheel of a railway
car, by the accelerated motion. The very similarity of ideas
and equality of conditions which makes them hard to convince
at first makes a conviction once implanted run its course the
more triumphantly. They seem all to take flame at once,
because what has told upon one, has told in the same Wway upon
all the rest, and the obstructing and separating barriers which
exist in Europe scarcely exist here. Nowhere is the saying
so applicable that nothing succeeds like success. The native
American or so-called Know-nothing party had in two years
from its foundation become a tremendous force, running, and
seeming for a time likely to carry, its own presidential candi-
date. In three years more it was dead without hope of revival.
Now and then, as for instance in the elections of 1874-75, and
again in those of 1890, there comes a rush of feeling so sudden
and tremendous, that the name of Tidal Wave has been invented
to describe it.

After this it may seem a paradox to add that the Americans
are a conservative people. Yet any one who observes the power
of habit among them, the tenacity with which old institutions
and usages, legal and theological formulas, have been clung to,
will admit the fact. A love for what is old and established is
in their English blood. Moreover, prosperity helps to make
them conservative. They are satisfied with the world they live
in, for they have found it a good world, in which they have
grown rich and can sit under their own vine and fig tree, none
making them afraid. They are proud of their history and of
their Constitution, which has come out of the furnace of civil
war with scarcely the smell of fire upon it. It is little to say
that they do not seek change for the sake of change, because
the nations that do this exist only in the fancy of alarmist phi-
losophers. There are nations, however, whose impatience of
existing evils, or whose proneness to be allured by visions of a
brighter future, makes them under-estimate the risk of change,
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nations that will pull up the plant to see whether it has begun
4o strike root. This is not the way of the Americans. They
are no doubt ready to listen to suggestions from any quarter.
They do not consider that an institution is justified by its exist-
ence, but admit everything to be matter for criticism. Their
keenly competitive spirit and pride in their own ingenuity have
made them quicker than any other people to adopt and adapt
inventions: telephones were in use in every little town over
the West, while in the city of London men were just beginning
to wonder whether they could be made to pay. I have remarked
in an earlier chapter that the fondness for trying experiments
has produced a good deal of hasty legislation, especially in the
newer States, and that some of it has already been abandoned.
But these admissions do not affect the main proposition. The
Americans are at bottom a conservative people, in virtue both
of the deep instinets of their race and of that practical shrewd-
ness which recognizes the value of permancnce and solidity in
institutions. Theyare conservative in their fundamental beliefs,
in the structure of their governments, in their social and domes-
tic usages. They are like a tree whose pendulous shoots quiver

and rustle with the lightest breeze, while its roots enfold the
rock with a grasp which storms cannot loosen.

CHAPTER LXXXI
CLASSES AS INFLUENCING OPINION

Trese are some of the characteristics of American opinion in
Es::;:{ll, g,ndalrlnayir, if I am right in the deseription given, be dis-
v in classes of the native whi i L
exist, however, in different measure in difEngr?tp ;2113?2:;2;1 -ané };}ely
above account of them needs to be supplemented b ,some :
marks on the habits and tendencies of each class. I{IO not re%
course, propose fo deseribe the present opinions of classes ,fo
that ‘would require an account of current political questigngl:
my aim is merflzly to state such general class characters as go tc;
affect the quality and vigour of opinion. Classes are in A%ner—
Ea by no means the same thing as in the greater nations of
urope. One must not, for political purposes, divide them as
upper apd lower, richer and poorer, but rather according to the
occupations they respectively follow and the conditions of lif
that constitute their environment. Their specific charaetefc;e
as a naturalist would say, are less marked even in typical iIlek'}
yld}la_ls than would be the case in Europe, and a,reI in manb
individuals scarcely recognizable. Nevertheless, the differenc 4
b_etween one class and another are sufficient éo produce d'es
tm;tly traceable inﬂgences on the political opinion of the na,tiolrf-
?CI‘; 1 JZS; ;il(ziur the opinions, perhaps even to determine the polit,-
. itude, of the district where a particular class predom-
thi if;fin fltlh the farmers, because they are, if not numerically
o {%es];E c j\ss, at least the class whose importance is most
. mlg tfl -f s a rule they are owners of their land ; and as
i e .arms are small, running from forty or fifty up to
ee hundred acres. In a few places, especially in the West
great la.ndovners let farms to tenants, and in some parts of thé
outh one finds large estates cultivated by small tenants, often
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