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the case Wit}i men who are by profession thinkers and studerats;
who are less purely Americans of to-day, because ;m ?1 i
ﬁxzninﬂuence of the literature gs W;;el]i'(]f }la;,ls: "c;gr;eas :05 ionc]csde
-ope. Philosophy, taking :
E;?%%;igicflmscggy of the fgrgfes which work upon mmlla]ili];i
at large, is needed by a statesman not only as a c‘ons;). e
for the ,disappointments of his career, but as a cmr}elc iv s
the superstitions and tremors which the service of the mu
tu%h;mfiii}géus force of public opinion is a danger ﬁo the
covle themselves, as well as their 1eaderls. It ﬂ()d on%e;i
E:Lalfes them tyrannical. But it fills themd\azﬁz'ra?l::d;ﬁ ¢ e
i ir wisdom, their virtue, an ir fr ’
?ni?l(felihzieglﬁt that a., nation which uses fr;edom{ ;:51111 Hc;Z?
hardly have too much freedom ; yet even sutlz t& szd g
be too much inclined to think f_reedom an abso uhe ) e
cient good, to seek truth only in the voice of the m ijn I{Sth_
mistake prosperity for greatness. SU:ch a nation, 153.%:5 %S o
ing but its own triumphs, and: hearing uo_thmig u‘ lhets w
aises, seems to need a succession of men like the ];;op >
II);i;sel ,’co rouse the people outb c?f their self-complfaécegci,wre
refresh their moral ideals, to remind t}‘lem that ghé 1tet O1 e
than meat, and the body more than raiment, an dla o
much is given of them shall much also be rejqulrz ] S pns
ica has no prophets of this order, she fortunately p 5
o lasses of men who maintain a wholesome irritation suc
tWDhO ta Svhich Socrates thought it his function to apply to the
‘istieaniajn people. These are the instructed lcrltlcs who exerst
w groving influence o0 oD ion o antiropis seformers
and by literature generally, an - b et
who tell more directly upon the m_}lltltu e, pa B Ak
the churches. Both classes {Izom_bmed may no :,hag* i
all that is needed. But the significant p?-mt fi;de e T
ence represents not an ebbing, but a flow ing .t ki
y ist on a larger scale than in pasi 5 ’
:}olg,}aign;f;:eeaitive and more courageous 1 rousing and repre
hending their fellow-countrymen.

CHAPTER LXXXVII

WHEREIN PUBLIC OPINION SUCCEEDS

Ix the examination of the actualities of polities as well as of
forms of government, faults are more readily perceived than
merits. HFverybody is struck by the mistakes which a ruler
makes, or by evils which a constitution fails to avert, while
less praise than is due may be hestowed in respect of the
temptations that have been resisted, or the prudence with
which the framers of the government have avoided defects
from which other countries suffer. Thus the general prosper-
ity of the United States and the success of their people in all
kinds of private enterprises, philanthropic as well as gainful,
throws into relief the blemishes of their government, and
makes it the more necessary to point out in what respects the
power of public opinion overcomes those blemishes, and main-
tains a high level of good feeling and well-being in the nation.
The European observer of the working of American instita-
tions is apt to sum up his conclusions in two contrasts. One
is between the excellence of the Constitution and the vices of
the party system that has laid hold of it, discovered its weak
points, and brought in a swarm of evils, The Fathers, he says,
created the Constitution good, but their successors have sought
out many inventions. The other contrast is between the faults

of the political class and the merits of the people at large.

The men who work the Machine are often selfish and unseru-

pulous. The people, for whose behoof it purports to be worked,
and who suffer themselves to be “run” by the politicians, are
honest, intelligent, fair-minded. No such contrast exists any-
where else in the world. Either the politicians are better
than they are in America, or the people are worse.

The canses of this contrast, which to many observers has
seemed the capital fact of American polities, have been already
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explained. Tt brings out the truth, on which too much stress
cannot be laid, that the strong point of the American system,
the dominant fact of the situation, is the healthiness of public
opinion, and the control which it exerts. As Abraham Lin-
coln said in his famous contest with Douglas, “ With public
sentiment on its side, everything succeeds; with public senti-
ment against it, nothing succeeds.”

The conscience and common sense of the nation as a whole
keep down the evils which have crept into the working of the
Constitution, and may in time extinguish them. Public opin-
jon is a sort of atmosphere, fresh, keen, and full of sunlight,
like that of the American cities, and this sunlight kills many
of those noxious germs which are hatched where politicians
congregate. That which, varying a once famous phrase, we
may call the genius of universal publicity, has some disagree-
able results, but the wholesome ones are greater and more
numerous. Selfishness, injustice, cruelty, tricks, and jobs of
all sorts shun the light; to expose them is to defeat them.
No serious evils, no rankling sore in the body politic, can re-
main long concealed, and when disclosed, it is half destroyed.
So long as the opinion of a nation is sound, the main lines of
its policy cannot go far wrong, whatever waste of time and
money may be incurred in carrying them out. It was observed
in the last chapter that opinion is too vague and indeterminate
a thing to be capable of considering and selecting the best
means for the end on which it has determined. The counter-
part of that remark is that the opinion of a whole nation, a

united and tolerably homogeneous nation, is, when at last it
does express itself, the most competent authority to determine
the ends of national policy.! In Furopean countries, legisla-
tures and cabinets sometimes take decisions which the nation,
which had scarcely thought of the matter till the decision has
been taken, is ultimately found to disapprove. In America,
men feel that the nation is the only power entitled to say what

1The distinetion between means and ends is, of course, one which it is hard
to draw in practice, because most ends are means to some larger end which
embraces them. Still if we understand by ends the main and leading objects
of national poliey, including the spirit in which the government ought to be
administered, we shall find that these are, if sometimes slowly, yet more clearly
apprehended in America than in Europe, and less frequently confounded with
subordinate and transitory issues.
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;Tf; J:znﬁz, znd tl;at, till it has manifested its wishes nothing
one to commit it. It ma i 1 i
‘ : y sometimes be lo
Speak;ng,. but Whe.n 1t speaks, it speaks with a weight ni'llri
the wisest governing class cannot clajm. Rl
tmlsiledf;*amhe of t_hfz America-l.l government has assumed and
ed to the activity of public opinion, not only as the power

- which must correct and remove the diffieulties due to the re

:féifstl]?:;v;?f?;?ﬁ;llnoﬁuiidl hdepaé"tment, and to possible colli-
defects incidental tj",o a ;;stei;n;vﬁgﬁe\?:hl} . T
111.stchmejry of pppula-r elections. Underz i{;stee];}i]];il};lsgtigiz
ﬁziemazn ns1 1;(;1:(3“}:1 :1“; tgooc};}as a-r_1o’uher(,I the vicious and ignoranlt

‘ ; 20t as the wise and good. -A sy :
t.mns. 111_1ght L.)e imagined which wouldg provi(it :1}08:2211]17011 EIch()}I-'
due d_eh.heratlon or full discussion, a system which Whilezl
ocll‘atm In name, recognizing no privilege, and refe,rrin ev ‘3'111*
ti_nng to the vote of the majority, would in practice b%; hftesfcy-
violent, tyrannical. Tt is with such a possible demoerac rcthgé
oile‘ has to contrast the rule of public opinion as it exists }in the
United States. Opinion declares itself legally through ele
tions. But opinion is at work at other times also '%nd h:e-
f}ther methods of declaring itself. Tt secures full dis;u(slsion dsf"
Issues of policy and of the characters of men. Tt suffers not?l
ing to be concealed. I listens patiently to all the al‘gument_
that are addressed to it. Eloquence, education, wisdom t}:
autho1:1ty: derived from experience and hich c}ha.ra,eter : teil
upon it in the-long run, and have, perhapsD nof a]xvayg’t11éi1-
due influence, but yet a great and growing influence. Thus 1.
(Iemgcracy governing itself through a constantly active publi::
opinion, and not solely by its intermittent mechanism of elec-
tions, tends to become patient, tolerant, reasonable, and is mor
l1kelj," to be unembittered and unvexnd'by class di;risions ;
It is the existence of such a public opinion as this the- Tac-
tice _of frea_aly and constantly reading, talking, and ]{udgig of
public affairs with a view to voting thereon, rather tha,ng:che
mere possession of political rights, that gives to. popular gov:
ernment that educative and stimulative power which is so fre
quently claimed as its highest merit. Those who, in the 1as1;
generation, were forced to argue for r_]el'nocraticjgovemment
aganst oligarchies or despots, were perhaps inelined, if not to
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exaggerate the value of extended suffrage and a powerful legis-
lature, at least to pass too lightly over the concomitant con-
ditions by whose help such institutions train men to use liberty
well. History does not support the doctrine that the mere en-
joyment of power fits large masses of men, any more than
individuals or classes, for its exercise. Along with that enjoy-
ment there must be found some one or more of various auspi-
cious conditions, such as a direct and fairly equal interest in the
common welfare, the presence of a class or group of persons
respected and competent to guide,’an absence of religious or
race hatreds, a high level of education or at least of intelli-
gence, old habits of local self-government, the practice of un-
limited free distussion. In America it is not simply the habit
of voting, but the briskness and breeziness of the whole atmo-
sphere of public life, and the process of obtaining information
and discussing it, of hearing and judging each side, that form
the citizen’s intelligence. True it is that he would gain less
from this process if it did not lead up to the exercise of voting
power: he would not learn so much on the road did not the
pollingbooth stand at the end of it. But if it were his lot,
as it is that of the masses in some Buropean countries, to
exercise his right of suffrage under few of these favouring
conditions, the eduecational value of the vote would become
comparatively small. It is the habit of breathing as well as
helping to form public opinion that cultivates, develops, trains
the average American. It gives him a sense of personal re-
© gponsibility stronger, because more constant, than exists in
those free countries of Europe where he commits his power to
a legislature. Sensible that his eye ought to be always fixed
on the conduet of affairs, he grows accustomed to read and
judge, not indeed profoundly, sometimes erroneously, usually
under party influences, but yet with a feeling that the judg-
ment is his own. He has a sense of ownership in the govern-
ment, and therewith a kind of independence of manner as well
as of mind very different from the demissness of the humbler
classes of the Old World. And the consciousness of responsi-
bility which goes along with this laudable pride, brings forth
the peaceable fruits of moderation. As the Greeks thought
that the old families ruled their households more gently than
upstarts did, so eitizens who have been born to power, born

cuAP. Lxxxvit  WHEREIN PUBLIC OPINION SUCCEEDS | 367

into an atmosphere of legal right and constitutional authorit
are sobered by their privileges. Despite their natural uici’
ness an:i‘ eagerness, the native Americans are politica,ltlly a:
tient. They are disposed to try soft means first, to ex lf);et
others to bow to that force of opinion which they,themse{)ves
recoguize. Opposition does not incense them; danger does
not, by making them lose their heads, hurry the;n into precip-
itate courses. In no country does a heaten minority takepa.
defeat so v\:rell.' Admitting that the blood of the race counts
for SQmethmg‘m producing that peculiar coolness and self-con-
tro% in the midst of an external effervescence of enthusiasm
which is the most distinctive feature of the American masses,
the habit of ruling by public opinion and obéying it counts f01’*
le):’;_gt; ;ncge. t}i[t was far otherwise in the South before the war
e South was not a i ic opini ‘
A Class(':'lemocracy, and its public opinion was
; The best evidence for this view is to be found in the educative
influence of_oRinion on new-comers. Any one can see hoiv
severe a strain is put on democratic institutions by the influx
every year of half a million of untrained Europeans, not to
speak of those French Canadians who now settle in thé North-
eastern States. Being in most States admitted to full civie
rights b.efore they have come to shake off European notions
and habits, these strangers enjoy political power before the
eli",her share or are amenable to American opinion. Such im}i
migrants are at first not merely a dead weight in the ship, but
?W‘flght which party managers can, in city politics, so shi’ft as
0 g0 near upsetting her. They follow blindly leaders of their
E;:fl’.l race, 3,1'? not moved by discussion, exercise no judgment of
1.feu’ own. This lasts foT_ some years, probably for the rest of
ife Wlf.}]l those who are middle-aged when they arrive. Tt lasts
also with those who remain herded together in Iarée masse;
a.n_dlmake_s t].lem a dangerous element in manufacturing ami
E;lzl_lig districts. But the younger sort, when, if they be
¢ 1gners, they have learnt English,and when, dispersed among
Lmericans so as to be able to learn from them, they have im-
bibed the sentiments and ideas of the country ,amre thenceforth
scarcely to be distinguished from the native pc;pulation The
are more American than the Americans in their desirtla to uz
on the character of their new country. This peculiar gift WhIi)Ch
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the Republic possesses, of quickly dissolving and assimilating
the foreign bodies that are poured into her, imparting to them
her own qualities of orderliness, good sense, self-restraint, a
willingness to bow to the will of the majority, is mainly due
to the all-pervading force of opinion, which the new-comer, so
soon as he has formed social and business relations with the
natives, breathes in daily till it insensibly transmutes him.
Their faith, and a sentiment of resentment against England,
keep up among the Irish a body of separate opinion, which for
a time resists the solvent power of its American environment.
But the public schools finish the work of .the factory and the
newspapers. The Irish immigrant’s son is an American cifizen
for all other purposes, even if he retain, which he sometimes
unfortunately does, the hereditary Anglophobia.

It is chiefly the faith in publicity that gives to the American
public their peculiar buoyancy, and what one may call their
airy hopefulness in discussing even the weak points of their
system. - They are always telling you that they have no
skeleton closets, nothing to keep back. They know, and are
content that all the world should know, the worst as well as
the best of themselves. They have a boundless faith in free
inquiry and full discussion. They admit the possibility of any
number of temporary errors and delusions. DBut to suppose
that a vast nation should, after hearing everything, canvassing
everything, and trying all the preliminary experiments it has
a mind to, ultimately go wrong by mistaking its own true
interests, seems to them a sort of blasphemy against the human
intelligence and its Creator.

They claim for opinion that its immense power enables them
to get on with but little government. Some evils which the law
and its officers are in other countries required to deal with are
here averted or cured by the mere force of opinion, which
shrivels them up when its rays fall on them. As it is not the
product of any one class, and is unwilling to recognize classes
at all, for it would stand self-condemmned as un-American if it
did, it discourages anything in the nature of class legislation.
Where a particular section of the people, such, for instance, as
the Western farmers or the Eastern operatives, think themselves
aggrieved, they clamour for the measures thought likely to help
them. The farmers legislated against the railroads, the labour
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e e e L e
pa,rt_y asks an eight-hour law. But whereas on the Buropean
continent such a class would think and act as 1 cla,ssJ hosti}l)e t
other cla,ssps, and might resolve to pursue its own ’ob'ects a(;
whatever risk to t_he nation, in America national opinioﬁl which
every ome recognizes as the arbiter, mitigates these féelin 'S
and pubs the advocates of the legislation which an cl'g”
demands upon showing that their schemes are compatib{e w?tslf
the paramount interest of the whole community, To say that
the‘re 18 no legislation in America which, like the cla.ssylew'
!&twn of Furope, has thrown undue burdens on the poor wl?ills-
]ea,lopsly guarding the pleasures and pockets of the ricfz is te
say ht_tle, beca‘usg where the poorer citizens have lone l;ee11 f)
numerical majority, invested with political power tlble \Viﬁ’
ev.Idently take care of themselves. But the oppo;ite ;{anwer
might have beelu feared, that the poor would have turned Eh
tables on thcj, rich, thrown the whole burden of taxation u 01?
them, and disregarded in the supposed interest of the masljses
what are called the rights of property. Not only has this rllot
been attempted — it has been scarcely even suggested (except,

of course, by socialists from E i i
: g urope), and it exeit g
apprehension. There ; =

is nothing in the machinery of gover
ment that could do more than delay it for a ti}rrne C%l{; etll?t;
2

masses desire it. What prevents it is the honesty and common
sense of the citizens generally, who are convinced tilat the
%nte_rest._s of all classes are substantially the same, and that
Justice is th.e’highest of those interests. Equality, ’open 001;1-
petition, a fair f_ield_to everybody, every stimulus t:o industry
and every security for its fruits, these they hold to be the ‘;eff’
evident principles of national Prosperity. )

It public opinion is heedless in small th
tmeasures which, even if not oppressive
unwise. If before a mischievon ;
get the attention of the
slight. All sorts of
hatehed at Washingt
doned because it is £

ings, it usnally checks
are palpably selfish or
s bill passes, its opponents can
people fixed upon it, its chances are
corrupt or pernicious schemes which are
(1){1;1 t(l)r 1::m hthe State legislatures are aban-
elt that the people will not stand
:iil&ou§h they coulgl be easily pushed through those notth ig:;
i []Jlll ous assemblies. There have been instances of proposals
1ch took people at first by their plausibility, but which the

eriticism of opinion riddled with its unceasing fire till at last
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they were quietly dropped. It was in ﬂ;islwiiy %&t llzmlaslc};gz
' ailed. e had
Grant’s attempt to annex San Domingo ; Sl
' ; : ich fell through for want o
8 treaty for the purpose, wluc_ . S
isit bhi jority in the Senate, but he pe
requisite two—thlrc‘jls majority in s s
in the scheme until at last the disapprov > g o
lic, which had grown stronger by degrees apd found 'eiplelisfltz]i
thl,:ough the leading newspapers, warned him to d§s1st. b
the war, there was at first in many quarters a desire (]) purflf o
the Sou‘t’.hern leaders for what they had made the‘ North s;} thg;
But by degrees the feeling died away, 1):?1161 sober }f:nli,:d Ocoun
ini ions those w -
hole North restraining the passions o
Z‘;lled vengeance; and, as every one k‘nows, the.re }va{? ne\(rfl‘;) a
civil war or rebellion, whichever one is to call it, followed by
few severities. 3
SOPublic opinion often fails to secure 1thétle appou:g}xgleili; Ei;u t];i
; ivi espon
best men to places, but whew. umi-lwu ed r :
ﬁ?:;d on the agpoinéing authority, it prevents, as thos; Wh?h?;ﬁ
behind the scenes know, countless bad appomﬁmen{gs m?zl?ageTs
itiei intri idering the power of party
oliticians intrigue. Considering t
Ever the Federal executive, and the low sense of hzno]u? dﬁi
public duty as regards patronage among pohtlclan{_;, t em?;n ba
posts are filled, if not by the most fcapg,bli men, g f;s s:nd h-wi
] judg ance, A :
bad ones. The Federal judges, for instanc At
i tessional standing and stain
always been, men of high pro ; o
thoungh less generally, sa
character. The same may be, g - e
i in the North and West. a
the upper Federal officials in et
imi i red on the exercise of Federal p
similar praise can be bestowed o 4 sl
i 'n States since the war, is an illu
ronage in the Southern : ;, 1 e
i ing. - he public opinion o
f the view I am stating. - As the p on
(Ethat is to say, of thebwhites who Ip_ake opinion chlheie)e?ﬁ
been steadily hostile to the Republican party,f W 101865 i
manded the executive during the twenty years 1 J;fem sl
1885, the Republican party mana,gerstwgre 1;1&1111 eir:n Hemé
i i 0 : ]
sause they had nothing to gain or to lose irg
‘f}i;;ﬂ made yappi)intments without :;egirdd tf _11’:. . }Sigiﬁizii
ini ratively little of the details o
opinion knows compara little it
iti : aracter of officials who ac ; _
e ure of their supporters m
they might hope to escape_the censu : pporie
't »d their patronage in the
the North. Hence they ]ol?bed‘ .
Wli(;h unblushing eynicism, using Federal posts there as a means
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not merely of rewarding party services, but also of providing
local white leaders and organizers to the coloured Southern
Republicans. Their different behaviour here and in the North
therefore shows that it has not been public virtue, but the fear
of public opinion, that has made their Northern appointments
on the whole respectable, while those in the South have been
so much the reverse. The same phenomenon has been noticed
in Great Britain. Jobs are frequent and scandalous in the
inverse ratio to the notice they are likely to attract.!
In questions of foreign policy, opinion is a valuable reserve
force. When demonstrations are made by party leaders in-
tended to capture the vote of some particular section, the native
Americans only smile. But they watch keenly the language
held and the acts done by the State Department (Foreign
Office), and, while determined to support the President in vin-
dicating the rights of American citizens, would be found ready
to check any demand or act going beyond their legal rights
which could tend to embroil them with foreign power. There
is still a touch of spread-eagleism and an oceasional want of
courtesy and taste among public speakers and journalists when
they refer to other countries ; and there is a determination in
all classes to keep European interference at a distance. But
among the ordinary native citizens one finds (I think) less ob-
trusive selfishness, less Chauvinism, less eynicism in declaring
one’s own national interests to be Pparamount to those of other
States, than in any of the great States of Europe. Justice and
equity are more generally recognized as binding upon nations
1o less than on individuals. Whenever humanity comes into
question, the heart of the people is sound. The treatment of
the Indians reflects little eredit on the Western settlers who
have come in contact with them, and almost as little on the
Federal government, whose efforts to protect them have been
often foiled by the faults of its own agents, or by its own want
11t has often been remarked that posts of the same class are more jobbed
by the British executive in Scotland than in England, and in Ireland than in
Scotland, becanse it is harder to rouse Parliament, which ‘in Great Britain
discharges much of the function which public opinion discharges in America,
to any interest in an appointment made in one of the smaller countries, In
Great Britain a minister making a bad appointment has to fear a hostile
motion (though Parliament is over-lenient to jobs) which may displace him;

in the United States a President is under no such apprehension. It is only
to opinion that he js responsible. :
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of promptitude and foresight. But the wish of the people
at large has always been to deal generously with the aborigines,
nor have appeals on their behalf, such as those so persistently
and eloquently made by the late Myrs. Helen Jackson, ever
failed to command the sympathy and assent of the country.
Throughout these chapters I have been speaking chiefly of
the Northern States and chiefly of the present, for America
is. a country which changes fast. But the conduct of the
Southern people, since their defeat in 1865, illustrates the
tendency of underlying national traits to reassert themselves
when disturbing conditions have passed away. Before the
war the public opinion of the Slave States, and especially of
the planting States, was practically the opinion of a class, —
the small and comparatively rich landowning aristoeracy. The
struggle for the defence of their institution had made this
opinion fierce and intolerant. To a hatred of the Abolitionists,
whom it thought actuated by the wish to rob and humiliate the
South, it joined a misplaced contempt for what it deemed the
money-grubbing and peace-at-any-price spirit of the Northern
people generally. So long as the subjugated States were ruled
by arms, and the former “rebels” excluded by disfranchise-
ment from the government of their States, this bitterness
remained. When the restoration of self-government, following
upon the liberation of the Confederate prisoners and the
amnesty, had shown the magnanimity of the North, its clem-
ency, its wish to forget and forgive, its assumption that both
sides would shake hands and do their best for their common
country, the hearts of the Southern men were conquered.
Opinion went round. Frankly, one might almost say cheer-
fully, it recognized the inevitable. It stopped those outrages
on the negroes which the law had been unable to repress. It
began to regain “touch” of, it has now almost fused itself
with, the opinion of the North and West. No one Southern
leader or group can be credited with this: it was the general
sentiment of the people that brought it about. Still less do
the Northern politicians deserve the praise of the peace-mak-
ers, for many among them fried for political purposes to fan
or to rekindle the flame of suspicion in the North. It was the
opinion of the North generally, more liberal than its guides,
which dictated not merely forgiveness, but the restoration of
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equal civic rights. Nor is this the ouly case in which the
PeoRIe ]_m,ve proved themselves to have a higher and a truer
Inspiration than the politicians.

It has peeu observed that the all-subduing power of the
popular voice may tell against the appearance of ereat states-
men by dwarfing aspiring mmdividualities, by teaeﬁinﬂ' men lto
discover and obey the tendencies of their age ra,therathan rise
above them and direct them. Tf this happens in America, it is
not because the American people fail to appreciate and féllow
and exalt such eyxinent men as fortune bestows upon it. It
has a {:’,‘:1”6-‘3,13‘ capacity for loyalty, even for hero-worship. « Our
people,” said an experienced American publicist to me, ¢ are in
reality .hungermg for great men, and the warmth wit’h which
even pinchbeck geniuses, men who have anything showy or
taking about them, anything that is deemed tob betokgn a
strong individuality, are followed and glorified in spite of
tellectual emptiness, and perhaps even moral shortcomings
1s the best proof of the fact.” Henry Clay was the darlinggof’
]%IS party for many years, as J efferson, with less of personal
fascination, had been in the preceding generation. Daniel
Webster retained the devotion of New England Ioné after 1t
}’Jad become clear that his splendid intellect was mated Jto a
far from noble _chara,eter. A kind of dictatorship was yielded
to Abraharm Lincoln, whose memory is cherished almost like
that Of.“ ashington himself. Whenever a man appears with
sgmethmg taking or _forcible about him, he becomes the 6bject
;1 sdo much popl_llar interest and admiration that those cooler
fads who perceive his faults, and perhaps dread his laxity of
principle, reproach the proneness of their less diSCEI‘l‘lyiHU
g(f)u;try%nen to make.an idol out of wood or clay. The earee?
- i—,l}ihe'w i?cksm 1S a case in point, though it may be hoped
bt nf IHt(-;G 1gence of the people would estimate such a char-
5 thereoge ruly to-day than it did sixty years ago. I doubt
L Owne iu‘ly eo}?ntry whgre a really brilliant man, confident
e ths 101_1fgl; ,rand adding the charm of a striking person-
o € giit of popular eloquence, would find an easier
- mindsmo jmd power, a-lnd *.vould.exert more influence over
o an (]a1nor:|ons of _the multitude. Such a man, speak-
. peop e_} \‘\-'1th the_ independence of conscious strength

uld find himselt appreciated and respected. ¢
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Controversy is still bitter, more profuse in personal imputa-
tions than one expects to find it where there are no grave
issues to excuse excitement. Butin this respect also there is
an improvement. Partisans are reckless, but the mass of the
people lends itself less to acrid partisanship than it did in the
time of Jackson, or in those first days of the Republic which

were so long looked back to as a sorb of heroic age. Public -

opinion grows more temperate, more mellow, and agsuredly
more -tolerant. Its very strength disposes it. to bear with
opposition or remonstrance. Tt respects itself too much to
wish to silence any voice.

PART V

ILLUSTRATIONS AND REFLECTIONS

This P i i
[ 12i81t§;'t cc;ntams some illustrations, drawn from recent Ameri
togethg- (;V itt}}lleogrsil;%:;%ogf political institutions and public oPiZLTZaI?
. s on several political questions ich
no fitting place could be found in the preceding I?ariitjonh e




