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Far West, where the wild life led by pioneers in exploration,
or ranching, or gold-mining has produced a number of striking
figures, men of extraordinary selfreliance, with a curious
mixture of geniality and reckless hardihood, no less indiffer-
ent to their own lives than to the lives of others. Of pre-
serving this latter type there is, alas, little hope; the swift
march of civilization will have expunged it in thirty years
more.

‘When one sees millions of people thinking the same thoughts
and reading the same books, and perceives that as the multi-
tude grows, its influence becomes always stronger, it is hard
to imagine how new points of repulsion and contrast are to
arise, new diversities of sentiment and doctrine to be devel-
oped. Nevertheless there is reason to believe that as the
intellectual proficiency and speculative play of mind which
are now confined to a comparatively small class become more
generally diffused, as the pressure of effort towards material
success is relaxed, as the number of men devoted to science,
art, and learning increases, so will the dominance of what may
be called the business mind decline, and with a richer variety
of knowledge, tastes, and pursuits, there will come also a
larger crop of marked individualities, and of divergent intel-
lectual types.

Time will take away some- of the monotony which comes
from the absence of historical associations: for even if, as is
to be hoped, there comes no war to make battlefields famous
like those of thirty years ago, yet literature and the lives of
famous men cannot but attach to many spots associations to
which the blue of distance will at last give a romantic inter-
est. No people could be more ready than are the Americans
to cherish such associations. Their country has a short past,
but they willingly revere and preserve all the memories the
past has bequeathed to them. :

CHAPTER CXVII
THE TEMPER OF THE WEST

WesTERN AMERICA is one of the most interesting subjects
of study the modern world has seen. There has been nothing
in the past resembling its growth, and probably there will be
nothing in the future. A vast territory, wondertully rich in
natural resources of many kinds; a temperate and healthy
climate, fit for European labour; a soil generally, and in many
places marvellously, fertile; in some regions mountains full of
minerals, in others trackless forests where every tree is over
two hundred feet high; and the whole of this virtually unoceu-
pied territory thrown open to an energetic race, with all the
appliances and contrivances of modern science at its command,
— these are phenomena absolutely without precedent in his-
tory, and which cannot recur elsewhere, because our planet
contains no such other favoured tract of country.

The Spaniards and Portugnese settled in tropical countries,
which soon enervated them. They carried with them the
poison of slavery; their colonists were separated, some by
long land journeys, and all by still longer voyages from the
cenfres of civilization. But the railway and the telegraph
follow the Western American. The Greeks of the sixth and
seventh centuries before Christ, who planted themselves all
round the coasts of the Mediterranean, had always enemies,
and often powerful enemies, to overcome before they could
found even their trading-stations on the coast, much less oceupy
the lands of the interior. In Western America the presence
of the Indians has done no more than give a touch of romance
or 4 spice of danger to the exploration of some regions, such as
Western Dakota and Arizona, while over the rest of the coun-
try the unhappy aborigines have slunk silently away, scarcely
even complaining of the robbery of lands and the violation of
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plighted faith. Nature and time seem to have conspired to
make the development of the Mississippi basin and the Pacific
slope the swiftest, easiest, completest achievement in the whole
record of the civilizing progress of mankind since the founder
of the Egyptian monarchy gathered the tribes of the Nile under
one government.

The details of this development and the statisties that illus-
trate it have been too often set forth to need re-statement
here. It is of the character and temper of the men who have
condueted it that I wish to speak, a matter which has received
less attention, but is essential to a just conception of the
Americans of to-day. For the West is the most American part
of America; that is to say, the part where those features which
distingnish America from Europe come out in the strongest
relief. What Europe is to Asia, what England is to the rest
of Europe, what America is to England, that the Western
States and Territories are to the Atlantic States, the heat and
pressure and hurry of life always growing as we follow the
path of the sun. In Eastern America there are still quiet
spots, in the valleys of the Alleghanies, for instance, in nooks
of old New England, in university towns like Ithaca or Am.
Arbor. In the West there are none. All is bustle, motion,
and struggle, most so of course among the native Americans,
yet even the immigrant from the secluded valleys of Thuringia,
or the shores of some Norwegian fjord, learns the ways almost
as readily as the tongue of the country, and is soon swept into
the whirlpool.

It is the most enterprising and unsettled Americans that
come West; and when they have left their old haunts, broken
their old ties, resigned the comforts and pleasures of their
former homes, they are resolved to obtain the wealth and suec-
cess for which they have come. They throw themselves into
work with a feverish yet sustained intensity. They rise early,
they work all day, they have few pleasures, few opportunities
for relaxation.? I remember in the young city of Seattle on
Puget Sound to have found business in full swing at seven

1 In the newer towns, which are often nothing more than groups of shanties
with a large hotel, a bank, a church, and inn, some drinking-saloons and gam-
bling-houses, there are few women and no homes. Everybody, exeept recent

immigrants, Chinese, and the very poorest native Americans, lives in the
hotel.
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o’clock A.n.: the shops open, the streets full of people.
Everything is speculative, land (or, as it is usually called, “real
estate ””) most so, the value of lots of ground rising or falling
perhaps two or three hundred per cent in the year. No one
has any fixed occupation; he is a storekeeper to-day, a ranch-
man to-morrow, a miner next week. I found the waiters in
the chief hotel at Denver, in Colorado, saving their autumn
and winter wages to start off in the spring * prospecting ” for
silver “claims” in the mountains. Few men stay in one of
the newer cities more than a few weeks or months; to have
been there a whole year is to be an old inhabitant, an cracle if
you have succeeded, a by-word if you have not, for to prosper
in the West you must be able to turn your hand to anything,
and seize the chanece to-day which every one else will have
seen to-morrow. This venturesome and shifting life strengthens
the reckless and heedless habits of the people. Every one
thinks so much of gaining that he thinks little of spending,
and in the general dearness of commodities, food (in the agri-
cultural districts) excepted, it seems not worth while to care
about small sums. In California for many years no coin lower
than a ten-cent piece (5d.) was in circulation; and even in
1881, though most articles of food were abundant, nothing was
sold at a lower price than five cents. The most striking alter-
nations of fortune, the great coups which fascinate men and
make them play for all or nothing, are of course commoner in
mining regions than elsewhere.? But money is everywhere so
valuable for the purposes of speculative investment, whether ,
in land, live stock, or trade, as to fetch very high interest.
At Walla Walla (in what was then the Territory of Washing-
ton) 1 found in 1881 that the interest on debts secured on
aood safe mortgages was at the rate of fourteen per cent per
annum, of course payable monthly.

The carelessness is public as well as private. Tree stumps
are left standing in the streets of a large and flourishing town
like Leadville, because the municipal authorities cannot be at
the trouble of cutting or burning them. Swamps are left
undrained in the suburbs of a populous city like Portland,

1Tn California in 1881 Iwas shown an estate of 600,000 acres which was sai_d.
to have been lately bought for $225,000 (£45,000) by a man who hdd made his
fortune in two years’ mining, having come out without a penny.
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which every autumn breed malarious fevers; and the risk of
accidents to be followed by actions does not prevent the rail-
ways from pushing on their lines along loosely heaped embank-
ments, and over curved trestle bridges which seem as if they
could not stand a high wind or the passage of a heavy train.

This mixture of science and rudeness is one of a series of
singular contrasts which runs through the West, not less con-
spicuous in the minds of the people than in their surroundings.
They value good government, and have a remarkable faculty
for organizing some kind of government, but they are tolerant
of lawlessness which does not directly attack their own inter-
est. IHorse-stealing and insults to women are the two unpar-
donable offences; all others are often suffered o go unpunished.
I was-in a considerable Western city, with a population of
70,000 people, some years ago, when the leading newspaper of
the place, commenting on one of the train robberies that had
been frequent in the State, observed that so long as the brigands
had confined themselves to robbing the railway companies and
the express companies of property for whose loss the companies
must answer, no one had greatly cared, seeing that these com-
panies themselves robbed the public; but now that private
citizens seemed in danger of losing their personal baggage and
money, the prosperity of the city might be eompromised, and
something ought to be done —a sentiment delivered with all
gravity, as the rest of the article showed.! Brigandage tends
to disappear when the country becomes populous, though there
are places in comparatively old States like Tllinois and Mis-
sourl where the railways are still unsafe. But the same
heedlessness suffers other evils to take root, evils likely to
prove permanent, including some refinements of political
roguery which it is strange to find amid the simple life of
forests and prairies.

Another such contrast is presented by the tendency of this
shrewd and educated people to relapse into the oldest and most
childish forms of superstition. Fortune-telling, clairvoyance,
attempts to pry by the help of “mediums” into the book of
fate, are so common in parts of the West that the newspapers

1 This makes plausible the story of the Texas judge who allowed murderers
to escape on points of law till he found the value of real estate declining, when
he saw to it that the next few offenders were hanged.
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devote a special column, headed “ astrologers,” to the adver-
tisements of these wizards and pythonesses.! T have counted
in one issue of a San Francisco newspaper as many as eighteen
such advertisements, six of which were of simple fortune-
tellers, like those who used to beguile the peasant girls of
Devonshire. 1In fact, the profession of a soothsayer or astrol-
oger is a recognized one in California now, as it was in the
Greece of Homer. Possibly the prevalence of mining specu-
lation, possibly the existence of a large mass of ignorant
immigrants from Europe, may help to account for the phe-
nomenon, which, as California is deemed an exceptionally
unreligious State, illustrates the famous saying that the less
faith the more superstition.

All the passionate eagerness, all the strenuous effort of the
Westerns is directed towards the material development of the
country. To open the greatest number of mines and extract
the greatest quantity of ore, to scatter cattle over a thousand
hills, to turn the flower-spangled prairies of the North-west
into wheat-fields, to cover the sunny slopes of the South-west
with vines and olives: this is the end and aim of their lives,

this is their daily and nightly thought —

: ‘¢ juvat Ismara Baccho
Conserere atque olea magnum vestire Taburnum,”’

The passion is so absorbing, and so covers the horizon of public
as well as private life that it almost ceases to be selfish — it
takes from its very vastness a tinge of ideality. To have an
immense production of exchangeable commodities, to force
from nature the most she can be made to yield, and send it east
and west by the cheapest routes to the dearest markets, mak-
Ing one’s city a centre of trade, and raising the price of its
real estate — this, which might not have seemed a glorious
consummation to Tsaiah or Plato, is preached by Western
newspapers as a kind of religion. It is not really, or at least
it is not wholly, sordid. These people are intoxicated by the
majestic scale of the nature in which their lot is cast, enormous
mineral deposits, boundless prairies, forests which, even squan-
dered — wickedly squandered —as they now are, will supply

1 Ohio in 1883 imposed a licence tax of $300 a year on astrologers, fortune-
tellers, clairvoyants, palmisters, and seers.”’
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timber to the United States for centuries; a soil which, with
the rudest cultivation, yields the most abundant erops, a popu-
lous continent for their market. They see all round them rail-
ways being built, telegraph wires laid, steamboat lines across
the Pacific projected, cities springing up in the solitudes, and
settlers making the wilderness to blossom like the rose. Their
imagination revels in these sights and signs of progress, and
they gild their own struggles for fortune with the belief that
they are the missionaries of civilization and the instruments of
Providence in the greatest work the world has seen. The fol-
lowing extract from a newspaper published at Tacoma in Wash-
ington (then a Territory) expresses with frank simplicity the
conception of greatness and happiness which is uppermost
in the Far West; and what may seem a touch of conscious
humour is, if humorous it be, none the less an expression of
sincere conviction.

WHY WE SHOULD BE HAPPY

s Because we are practically at the head of navigation on Puget Sound.
Tacoma is the place where all the surplus produets of the south and of the
east, that are exported by way of the Sound, must be laden on board the
vessels that are to carry them to the four corners of the world. We should
be happy because being at the head of navigation on Puget Sound, and
the shipping point for the south and east, the centre from which shall
radiate lines of commerce to every point on the circumference of the earth,
we are also nearer by many miles than any other town on Puget Sound
to that pass in the Cascade mountains through which the Cascade division
of the Northern Pacific railvoad will be built in the near future ; not only
nearer to the Stampede pass, but easily accessible from there by a railroad
line of gentle grade, which is more than can be said of any town to the
north of us.

“ We should be happy for these reasons and because we are connected
by rail with Portland on the Willamette, with St. Paul, Chicago, and New
York ; because being thus connected we are in daily communication with
the social, political, and financial centres of the western hemisphere ; be-
cause all the people of the south and of the east who visit these shores
must first visit New Tacoma ; because from here will be distributed to the
people of the north-west all that shall be brought across the continent on
the cars, and from here shall be distributed to merchants all over the
United States the cargoes of ships returning here from every foreign port
to load with wheat, coal, and lumber. We should be and we are happy
because New Tacoma is the Pacific coast terminus of a transcontinental
line of railroad. DBecause this is the only place on the whole Pacific coast
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north of San Francisco where through freight from New York can be loaded
on ship directly from the cars in which it came from the Atlantic side.

¢ Other reasons why we should be happy are, that New Tacoma is in
the centre of a country where fruits and flowers, vegetables and grain,
grow in almost endless variety ; that we are surrounded with everything
beautiful in nature, that we have scenery suited to every mood, and that
there are opportunities here for the fullest development of talents of every
kind. We have youth, good health, and opportunity, What more could
be asked ?”?

If happiness is thus procurable, the Great West ought to be
happy.! But there is often a malignant influence at work to
destroy happiness in the shape of a neighbouring eity, which
is making progress as swift or swifter, and threatens to eclipse
its competitors. The rivalry between these Western towns is
intense and extends to everything. It is sometimes dignified
by an unselfish devotion to the greatness of the ecity which a
man has seen grow with its own growth from infancy to a
vigorous manhood. TIhave known citizens of Chicago as proud
of Chicago as a Londoner, in the days of Elizabeth, was proud
of London. They show you the splendid parks and handsome
avenues with as much pleasure as a European noble shows his
castle and his pictures: they think little of offering hundreds
of thousands of dollars to beautify the city or enrich it with
a library or an art gallery. In other men this landable cor-
porate pride is stimulated, not only by the love of competition
which lies deep in the American as it does in the English
breast, but also by personal interest, for the prosperity of the
individual is inseparable from that of the town. As its for-
tunes rise or fall, so will his corner lots or the profits of his
store. It is not all towns that succeed. Some after reaching
a certain point stand still, receiving few accessions; at other
times, after a year or two of bloom, a town wilts and withers;
trade declines; enterprising citizens depart, leaving only the
shiftless and impecunious behind; the saloons are closed, the
shanties fall to ruin, in a few years nothing but heaps of straw
and broken wood, with a few brick houses awaiting the next

1 Tacoma has one glory which the inhabitants, it is to be feared, value less
than those dwelt on in the artiele: it commands the finest view of a mountain
on the Pacific coast, perhaps in all North America, looking across its calm inlet
to the magnificent snowy mass of Mount Tacoma (14,700 feet) rising out of
deep dark forests thirty miles away.
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blizzard to overthrow them, are left on the surface of the
prairie. Thus Tacoma is harassed by the pretensions of the
even more eager and enterprising Seattle; thus the greater
cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis have striven for the last
twenty years for the title of Capital of the North-west. In 1870
St. Paul was already a substantial city, and Minneapolis just
beginning to he known as the possessor of immense water
advantages from its position on the Mississippi at the Falls of
St. Anthony. Now, though St. Paul contains some 135,000
inhabitants, Minneapolis with 165,000 has distanced her in
the race, and has become, having in the process destroyed the
beauty of her Falls, the greatest flour-milling centre in Amer-
ica. The newspapers of each of such competing cities keep up
a constant war upon the other; and everything is done by
municipal bodies and individual citizens to make the world
believe that their city is advancing and all its neighbours
standing still. Prosperity is largely a matter of advertising,
for an afflux of settlers makes prosperity, and advertising,
which can take many forms, attracts settlers. Many a place
has lived upon its “boom ” until it found something more solid
to live on; and to a stranger who asked in a small Far Wes-
tern town how such a eity could keep up four newspapers, it
was well answered that it took four newspapers to keep up
such a eity.

Confidence goes a long way towards success. And the confi-
dence of these Westerns is superb. T happened in 1883 to be
at the city of Bismarck in Dakota when this young settlement
was laying the corner-stone of its Capitol, intended to contain
the halls of the legislature and other State offices of Dakota
when that flourishing Territory should have become a State, or
perhaps, for they spoke even then of dividing it, two States.
The town was then only some five years old, and may have
had six or seven thousand inhabitants. It was gaily decorated
for the occasion, and had collected many distinguished guests
— (Feneral U. 8. Grant, several governors of neighbouring
States and Territories, railroad potentates, and others. By
far the most remarkable figure was that of Sitting Bull, the
famous Sioux chief, who had surprised and slain a detachment
*of the American army some years before. Among the speeches
made, in one of which it was proved that as Bismarck was the
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centre of Dakota, Dakota the centre of the United States, and
the United States the centre of the world, Bismarck was
destined to “be the metropolitan hearth of the world’s eivili-
zation,” there came a short but pithy discourse from this grim
old warrior, in which he told us, through an interpreter, that
the Great Spirit moved him to shake hands with everybody.
However, the feature of the eeremonial which struck us Euro-
peans most was the spot chosen for the Capitol. It was not in
the eity, nor even on the skirts of the ecity; it was nearly &
mile off, on the top of a hill in the brown and dusty prairie.
“Why here?” we asked. “Ts it because you mean to enclose
the building in a public park?” “By no means; the Capitol
is intended to be in the centre of the city; it is in this direc-
tion that the city is to grow.” It is the same everywhere
from the Mississippi to the Pacifie. Men seem fo live in the
future rather than in the present: not that they fail to work
while it is called to-day, but that they see the country not
merely as it is, but as it will be, twenty, fifty, a hundred years
hence, when the seedlings shall have grown to forest trees.
This constant reaching forward to and grasping at the future
does not so much express itself in words, for they are not a
loquacious people, as in the air of ceaseless haste and stress
which pervades the West.! They remind you of the erowd
which Vathek found in the hall of Eblis, each darting hither
and thither with swift steps and unquiet mien, driven to and
fro by a fire in the heart. Time seems too short for what they
have to do, and result always to come short of their desire.
One feels as if caught and whirled along in a foaming stream,
chafing against its banks, such is the passion of these men
to accomplish in their own life-times what in the past it
took centuries to effect. Sometimes in a moment of pause, for
even the visitor finds himself infected by the all-pervading
cagerness, one is inclined to ask them: “Gentlemen, why in
heaven’s name this haste? You have time enough. No enemy
threatens you. No voleano will rise from beneath you. Ages
and ages lie before you. Why sacrifice the present to the
future, fancying that you will be happier when your fields

1Tn the West men usually drop off the cars before they have stopped, and
do not enter them again till they are already inmotion, hanging on like bees
to the end of the tail car as it quits the depot. 3
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teem with wealth and your cities with people? In Europe we
have cities wealthier and more populous than yours, and we
are not happy. You dream of your posterity; but your pos-
terity will look back to yours as the golden age, and envy those
who first burst into this silent splendid nature, who first lifted
up their axes upon these tall trees and lined these waters with
busy wharves. Why, then, seek to complete in a few decades
what the other nations of the world took thousands of years
over in the older continents? Why do things rudely and ill
which need to be done well, seeing that the welfare of your
descendants may turn upon them? Why, in your hurry to
subdue and utilize nature, squander her splendid gifts? Why
allow the noxious weeds of Eastern politics to take root in
your new soil, when by a little effort you might keep it pure?
‘Why hasten the advent of that threatening day when the vacant
spaces of the continent shall all have been filled, and the
poverty or discontent of the older States shall find no outlet?
You have opportunities such as mankind has never had before,
and may never have again. Your work is great and noble: it
is done for a future longer and vaster than our conceptions can
embrace. Why not make its outlines and beginnings worthy
of these destinies the thought of which gilds your hopes and
elevates your purposes?”

Being once suddenly called upon to “offer a few remarks ”
to a Western legislature, and having on the spur of the moment
nothing better to offer, I tendered some such observations as
these, seasoned, of course, with the compliments to the soil,
climate, and “location” reasonably expected from a visitor.
They were received in good part, as indeed no people can be
more kindly than the Western Americans; but it was surpris-
ing to hear several members who afterwards conversed with
me remark that the political point of view — the fact that they
were the founders of new commonwealths, and responsible to
posterity for the foundations they laid, a point of view so trite
and obvious to a European visitor that he pauses before express-
ing it—had not crossed their minds. If they spoke truly —
as no doubt they did —there was in their words a further
evidence of the predominance of material efforts and interests
over all others, even over those political instincts which are
deeméd so essential a part of the American character. The
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arrangements of his government lie in the dim background of
the picture which fills the Western eye. In the foreground he
sees ploughs and sawmills, ore-crushers and railway 1_0001110-
tives. These so absorb his thoughts as to leave little time f.or
constitutions and legislation; and when constitutions anFl legis-
lation are thought of, it is as means for better securing the
benefits of the earth and of trade to the producer, and prevent-
ing the greedy corporation from interceptu}g their fruits. '

Politically, and perhaps socially also, this haste and excite-
ment, this absorption in the development of the mat‘:emlal
resources of the country, are unfortunate. : As a town built in
a hurry is seldom well built, so a society will be the sounder in
health for not having grown too swiftly. Doubtless muph 9f
the scum will be cleared away from the surface when the liquid
settles and cools down. Tawlessness and lynch law will dis-
appear; saloons and gambling-house_s Vi\fl].l not prosper in a
well-conducted population; schools will improve and universi-
ties grow out of the raw colleges which one already ﬁnds even
in the newer Territories. Nevertheless the bad habits of pro-
fessional politics, as one sees them on the Atlantic coast, are
not unknown in these communities; and the unrestfulm?ss, the
passion for speculation, the feverish eagerness for quick and
showy results, may so soak into the texture of the popular
mind as to colour it for centuries to come. These are the
shadows which to the eye of the traveller seem to fall across
the glowing landscape of the Great West.




