PREFACE.

ArTER devoting nearly thirty years of his life to the
sacred cause of education, the author of this volume has
been requested by many of his friends to arrange for
publication the notes on Rhetoric and Poetry which he
had gradually accumulated. These consisted partly of
precepts carefully selected from the works of the best
critics, ancient and modern, partly of choice models
gathered from the works of the most distinguished
writers, to which were added the results of his own
observation and experience. '

He began his task by publishing, last year, 7%e Art
of Oratorical Composition, for the benefit of those who
aim at success in public speaking. Encouraged by the
readiness with which that treatise has already been adopt-
ed in many leading colleges, and urged by his superiors
and others to undertake a work of still wider usefulness,
he has now written this Practical Introduction to Englisk
Rhetoric as a general text-book on Composition for the
use of Colleges and Academies.

- He rests his claims to the patronage of such institu-
tions on the following points:

1. The work is so comprehensive as to embrace all
the precepts of Rhetoric usually explained to the pupils

of academies. In conjunction with Z%e Art of Orafori-
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cal Composifion it contains the entire course of Rhetoric
as studied in"colleges and universities.

2. It is very practical; as Will appear from even a cur-
sory glance at the iimeraus. exertises suggested in its
pages. In the first part of the work many matters are
explained and exercises suggested, which the teacher may
utilize for the improvement of even young children in
the lowest classes,

3. It contains a copious collection of choice quota-
tions in prose and verse, to serve as models for the
imitation of pupils. But it does not contain long lists
of faulty sentences, etc., because the author thinks that
students, in their daily exercises, supply the professor
with a sufficient amount of such matter for criticism,

4. Lastly, the work pretends to do what many text-
books on Rhetoric neglect, and what is really the most
Important task of all—namely, to educate the heart as
well as the head of the student ; or, as Southey expresses
it, “to throw his affections aright”: to guide the steps
of the young through the pleasant paths of literature,
without exposing .them to the danger of losing what is
far more precious than all the literature of the world—
the purity of their Faith and the innocence of their
hearts.

The treatise on “Versification ” which forms part of
this work is from the able pen of Rev. Eugene H. Brady,
S.J., of St. Xavier College, Cincinnati, 0. It is highly
appreciated by the author of this volume ; and he does
not doubt that it will prove most acceptable to those
for whose benefit it is now published,

ST, Louts University, April 13, 1886,

BENSE,

1. The foundation of all literary excellence is common

= »”
s¢ Scribendi recte sapere est et principium et fons,

: : : -
says Horace. His translator, Francis, applies this rule t

Poetry,
. A t ot ",
“ Good sense, the fountain of the Muse's art™;

but it holds for all kinds of composition. Now, one of the

; : t
first dictates of common sense is that an ext':r‘mse be 11{10.
above the power of the writer. ' The same critic remarks:

i y i igh with care
¢ Examine well, ye writers, weig ‘
What suits your genius, what your strength will bear.
To him who shall his task with judgment cho,:)se
Nor words nor method shall their aid refuse,

School-exercises should therefore be carefully adaptedoutlo-
the capacity of the pupils. A boy may be taught t?Sizn -
pose a natural and interesting n:.f.rratlon _of an excu ide);t
favorite game, a festive celebration, a d}Stl‘gSSH}g :.ccor ab-,
etc.; but he is as yet incapable of.handlang 1f:tr1ceileac S
stract subjects. He will only write nonsense arc; 1-iqtih3
a faulty taste and style, if his first theme is t‘hff esc 'Pt e
~of an ancient or modern battle, an essay on The Zp:ée.
progress,” or even on ‘ The Decla‘ratlozn of Indepen ?t' n. =

2. The first requisite for success in any comp}?m io s
that the writer have clear and correct ideas on the ma
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