PREFACE

TO
THE FIRST EDITION.

g Cr—

It is now nearly fifty years since I first projected a system of verbal
classification similar to that on which the present Work ia founded.
Conceiving that such a compilation might help to supply my own
deficiencies, I had, in the year 1805, completed a classed catalogue
of words on a small scele, but on the same principle, and nearly in
the same form, as the Thesaurus now published. I had often,
during that long interval, found this little collection, scanty and
imperfect as it was, of much use to me in literary composition, and
often contemplated its extension and improvement; but a sense of
the magnitude of the task, amidst a multitnde of other ayocations,
deterred e from the atfempt. Since my retirement from the
duties of Secretary of the Royal Society, however, finding myself
possessed of more leisure, and believing that a repertory of which I
had myseclf experienced the advantage might, when amplified, prove
useful to others, I resolved to embark in ‘an undertaking, which, for
the last three or fonr years, has given me incessant ocenpatbion, and
has, indeed, imposed mpon me an amount of lahour very much
greater than I had anticipated. Notwithstanding all the pains I
bave bestowed on its execution, I am fully aware of its numerous
e deficiencies and imperfections, and of its falling far short of the
n‘Eﬂm degree of excellence that might be attained, But, in a Work of
ACERVO DE L Rl this natare, where perfection is placed ab so greab a distance, I have
{28144 thought it best to limit my ambition to that moderate share of merit
iy which it may claim in its present form; trusting to the indulgence
of those for whose benefit it is intended, and to the candour of
critics, who, while they find it easy to detect faults, can at the same
time duly appreciate difficulties.

P, M. Rocern,
18, Upper Bedford Place, London :

April 29th, 1852,
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EDITOR'S PREFACE.
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Tre First Epiriox of Dr. Roget's Thesaurus was published in the
year 1852, and a second in the ensuing spring. On the issue of the
third, in 1855, the volume was stereotyped. Since that time until
now, the work has been reprinted in the same form and with little
alteration, in rapidly succeeding cditions, the priniing of which has
worn out the original plates.

During the last years of the author’s life, which closed, at a very
advanced age, in the month of September, 1869, he was engaged in
the task of collecting additional words and phirases, for an enlarged
cdition which he had long projected. This he did not live to com-
plete, and it became my duty, as his son, to attempt to carry the
design into execution.

The result of the anthor’s labours was embodied in a copy of the
Thesaurus, in which the margins and spaces about the letter-press
were closely covered with written words and phrases, withont any
very precise indication of the places in the text where additions or
alterations were intended to be made. On a careful examination of
these addenda, I came to the conclusion that, in order to introduce
them with advantage, it wounld be necessary to make some siight‘
changes ; without, however, interfering at all with the framework of
the book, and but little with the details of its system. Tn this pro-
ceeding my course has been mainly determined by the following
considerations.

Any attempt at a philosophical arrangement, under categories.
of the words of our language, must reveal the fact that it is impos-
sible to separate and circumscribe the several groups by absolutely
distinct boundary lines. “There will always be found to exist, be-
tween the words in oume gronp and those in another, a variety of
mutnal affinities, corresponding with similar relations among the
ideas expressed. Many words, originally ‘employed to express
simple conceptions, are found to be capable, with perhaps a very
slight modification of meaning, of being applied in'many varied




