DIGRESS

the use of words unnecessarily; the lat-
ter to the use of phrases, as well as
words, that are altogether useless: the
diffuse style has too much of repetition ;
the proliz style abounds in tautology.
Diffuseness often arises from an exuber-
ance of imagination ; prolizity from the
want of imagination; on the other hand,
the former may be coupled with great
superficiality, and the latter with great
solidity. Modern writers have fallen into
the error of diffuseness. Lord Clarendon
and many English writers preceding him
are chargeable with prolizity.

Few authors are more clear and perspicuous
on the whole than Archbishop Tillotson and Sir
William Temple, yet neither of them are remark-
able for precision ; they are loose and diffuse.

Brair,

I look upon a tedions talker, or what is gen-
erally known by the name of a story-teller, to be
much more insufferable than a prolie writer,

STEELE,
TO DIGRESS, DEVIATE.

Born in the original and the accepted
sense, these words express going out of
the ordinary course; but DIGRESS is
used only in particular, and DEVIATE
in general cases.. We digress only in a
narrative, whether written or spoken ; we
deviate in actions as well as in words, in
our conduct as well as in writings, Di-
gress is mostly taken in a good or indif-
ferent sense ; deviafe in an indifferent or
bad sense. Although frequent digressions

are faulty, yet occasionally it is necessary |

to digress for the purposes of explanation;
every deviation is bad which is not sane-
tioned by the necessity of circumstances.
The digressions in the Tale of a Tub, relating
to Wotton and Bentley, must be confessed to dis-

cover want of knowledge or want of integrity.
Jonxsox,

A resolution was taken (by the anthors of the
Spectator) of courting general approbation by
general topics; to this practice they adhered
with few deviations. JOHNSON,

TO DILATE, EXPAND.

DILATE, in Latin dilato, from di,
apart, and latus, wide, that is, to make
very wide. EXPAND, in Latin expando,
compounded of ez and pando, to spread,
from the Greek gaww, to appear or
show, signifying to set forth or lay open
to view by spreading out.

The idea of drawing anything out so
as to oceupy a greater space is common
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to these terms in opposition to contract.
ing. A bladder dilaes on the admission
of air, or the heart dilates with joys
knowledge ezpands the mind, or a pes-
son's views expand with circumstances,
The conscious heart of charity wounld warm,
And her wide wish benevolence dilate,
Trousoy,
The poet (Thomson) leads us throngh the ap-
pearances of things as they are successively ya.
ried by the vicissitudes of the year, and imparts
to us so much of his own enthusiasm that our
thoughts expand with his imagery,  Jonxsox,

DILIGENT, EXPEDITIOUS, PROMPT,

ALv these terms mark the quality of
quickness in a commendable degree, DIL-
IGENT, from diligo, to love (v. Active,
diligent), marks the interest one takes in
doing something; he is diligent who loses
no time, who keeps close to the work
from inclination. EXPEDITIOUS, from
the Latin expedio, to despatch, marks the
desire one bas to complete the thing be-
gun.  He who is expeditions applies him-
self to no other thing that offers; he fin-
ishes everything in its turn. PROMPT,
from the Latin promo, to draw out or
make ready, marks one’s desire to get
ready; he is prompt who sets about a
thing without delay, so as to make if
ready. Idleness, dilatoriness, and slow-

|ness are the three defects opposed to

these three qualities, The diligent man
goes to his work willingly, and applies to
it assiduously; the erpeditious man gets
it finished quickly; the prompt man sets
about it readily, and gets it finished im-
mediately. It is necessary to be diligent
in the concerns which belong to us, to be
expeditious in any business that requires
to be terminated ; to be prompt in the ex-
ecution of orders that are given to us.
We must be diligent in our particular calling
and charge, in that province and station which
God has appointed us, whatever it be.
TiLLoTsON.

The regent assembled an army with his usual
ewpedition, and marched to Glasgow,
ROBERTSON.
To him she hasted, in her face excuse
Came prologue, and apology too prompt,
Which, with bland words at will, she thus ad-
dress'd. MILTON.

TO DIRECT, REGULATE, DISPOSE.

We DIRECT for the instruction of in-
dividuals ; we REGULATE for the good
order or convenience of many.

DIRECTION

To direct is personal, it supposes au-
thority; to regulale is general, it supposes
superior information.  An officer ?’n't’ct.v
the movements of his men in military
operations ; the steward or master of the
ceremonies regulates the whole concerns
of an entertainment : the director is often
a man in power; the regulator is always
the man of business; the latter is fre-
quently employed to act under the for-
mer.

Canst thou, with all a monarch'’s eares opprest,
Oh Atrens’ son ! canst thou indulge thy rest?

11l fits & chief, who mighty nations guides,
Directs in council, and in war presides.
Ex'n goddesses are women, and no wife
1las pow'r to regulate her husband's life.
DEYDEN.

Pore.

To direct is always used with regard
10 others; to regulafe, frequently with
regard to ourselves. One person directs
another according to his better judgment;;
e regulates his own eonduct by principles
ot circumstances.

Strange disorders are bred in the minds of those
Jnen whose passions are not regulated by rea-
soi. ADDISON,

But sometimes the word direct is taken
in the sense of giving a direction to an
object, and it is then distinguished from
regulate, which signifies to determine the
measure and other circumstances.

It is the business of religion and philozophy
not 80 much to extingnish our passions, as to
requlate and direct them to valuable, well-
chosen objects. ADDISON,

To DISPOSE, from dispono, or dis,
apart, and pono, to place, signifying to
put apart for a particular purpose, sup-
poses superior power like direct, and su-
perior wisdom like regulate ; whence the
term has been applied to the Almighty,
who is styled the Supreme Disposer of
events, and by the poets to the heathen
deities.

Endure and conquer, Jove will soon dispose
o future good, our past and present woes.
DrYDES,

DIRECTION, ADDRESS, SUPERSCRIP-
TION.

DIRECTION (. To direct) marks that
which directs, ADDRESS (v. T address)
18 that which addresses. SUPERSCRIP-
HON, from super and seribo, si enifies that
which is written over.

335

DIRECTION

Although these terms may be used
promiscuously for each other, yet they
have a peculiarity of signification by which
their proper use is defined: a direction
may serve to direct to places as well as
to persons: an address is never used but
in direct application to the person: a
superseription has more respect to the
thing than the person, A direction may
be written or verbal; an address in this
sense is always written; a superscriplion
must not only be written, but either on
or over some other thing: a direction is
given fo such as go in search of persons
and places, it ought to be clear and par-
ticular: an address is put either on a
card and a letter, or in a book ; it ought
to be suitable to the station and situation
of the person addressed: a superscription
is placed at the head of other writings,
or over tombs and pillars: it ought to be
appropriate.

There could not be a greater chance than that
which brought to light the powder treason, when
Providence, as it were, snatched a king and king-
dom out of the very jaws of death only by the

| mistake of a word in the direction of a letter.

Sovrn.

We think you may be able to point out to him
the evil of succeeding ; if it be solicitations, you
will tell him where to address it.

LorDp CHESTERFIELD.

Deceit and hypocrisy carry in them more of
the express image and superseription of the
devil than any bodily sins whatsoever.

DIRECTION, ORDER.

DIRECTION, v. To direct.
v. 7o command.

Direction contains most of instruction
in it ; order most of authority.  Directions
should be followed ; orders obeyed. It is
necessary to direct those who are unable
to act for themselves: it is necessary to
order those whose business it is to exe-
cute the orders. Directions given to ser-
vants and children must be clear, simple,
and precise; orders to tradespeople may
be particular or general. Directions ex-
tend to the moral conduct of others, as
well as the ordinary concerns of life; or-
ders are confined to the personal conven-
ience of the individual. = A parent directs
a child as to his behavior in company, or
as to his conduct when he enters life; a
teacher directs his pupil in the choice of
books, or in the distribution of his stud-
ies: the master gives orders to his at-

ORDER,




DIRECTLY

tendants to be in waiting for him at a
certain hour; or he gives orders to his
tradesmen to provide what is necessary.
Then meet me forthwith at the notary's,

Give him direction for this merry bond.
SHAKSPEARE.

To execute laws is a royal office : to execute
erders is not to be a king, Bunke.

DIRECTLY, IMMEDIATELY, INSTANTLY,
INSTANTANEOUSLY.

DIRECTLY signifies in a direct or
straight manner, IMMEDIATELY sig-
nifies without any medium or interven-
tion. INSTANTLY and INSTANTANE-
QUSLY, from instant, signifies in an in-
stant.

Directly is most applicable to the ac-
tions of men; immediately and instantly
to either actions or events. Directly re-
fers to the interruptions which may in-
tentionally delay the commencement of
any work : énunediately in general refers
to the space of time that intervenes. As|
diligent person goes directly to his work
he suffers nothing to draw him aside:
good news is immediately spread abroad
upon its arrival ; nothing intervenes to

retard it. Jmmediately and instantly, or
instantaneously, both mark a quick suc-
cession of events, but the latter in a much
stronger degree than the former. Jmme-
diately is negative; it expresses simply
that nothing intervenes; instantly is posi-
tive, signifying the very existing moment

in which the thing happens. A person
who is of a willing disposition goes or
runs immediately to the assistance of an-
other; but the ardor of affection impels
him to fly instantly to his relief, as he sees
the danger. A surgeon does not proceed
directly to dress a wound: he first exam-
ines it in order to ascertain its nature:
men of lively minds émmediately see the
source of their own errors: people of
delicate feclings are instantly alive to the
5']- "test breach of decorum. A course of
18ILsin0 s dieet, the consequences ave
Proceedda,’ u4 the effgits instan

immﬁﬁafi;}'_xﬂn e effgets instantancous.
¢ ings whi irectly sugges
"lé;‘itslle?su;l:]ma g‘:?ﬁil tI]|1r:IEJI:I :\i:lli:!l ]{rm]i]lil:clf;
ange ¥ mechanical cause, | know of

lsliuTi“nr effect from g5€t 1 is not some modification
: hing sublime whichut. BURKE.

of W
r; er. ; anved passion, that im-
Amiration is g short.lj,asrowing familiar with
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medintel "avs
the ﬂlljccf:y decays upop P ADDISON.

DISADVANTAGE

A painter must have an action, not suceessiye,
but instantaneous ; for the time of a picture is
a single moment, JOHNs0N,

DISADVANTAGE, INJURY, HURT, DET-
RIMENT, PREJUDICE.

DISADVANTAGE implies the absence
of an advantage (v. Advantage). INJURY,
in Latin injuria, from jus, properly sig.
nifies what is contrary to right or justice
but extends in its sense to every loss or
deficiency which is occasioned. HURT
gignifies in the Northern languages bea
en or wounded. DETRIMENT, in Latin
detrimenium, from detritum, and deterrers,
to wear away, signifies the effect of being
worn out. PREJUDICE, in the impropés
sense of the -word (v. Bias) implies the
ill which is supposed to result from prg
udice.

Disadvantage is rather the absence of
a good; injury is a positive evil: the
want of education may frequently bea
disadvantage to a person by retarding Hi§
advancement; the ill word of another
may be an injury by depriving him of
friends. Disadvantage, therefore, is ap
plied to such things as are of an
titious nature : the injury to that which
is of essential importance.

Even the greatest actions of a celebrated per
son labor under this disadvantage, that hows
ever surprising and extraordinary they may bé,

they are no more than what are expected from
him. ADDISOX,

The places were acquired by just title of vieto-
¥, and therefore in keeping of them no {njury
was offered. SPENSER.

Hurt, detriment, and prejudice are all
species of injuries. Injury, in general;
implies whatever ill befalls an object by
the external action of other objects
whether taken in relation to physical or
moral evil, to persons or to things ; furf
is that species of injury which is pros
duced by more direct violence ; too close
an application to study is injurious to the
health ; reading by an improper light i
Rourtful to the eyes: so in a moral sensg
the "light reading which a circulating
library supplies is often injurious to the
morals of young people ; all violent af-
fections are hurtful to the mind.

Our repentance is not real, becanse we havé
not done what we can to undo our faults, or ab

least to hinder the {njurious consequences ol
them from proceeding, ‘I ILLOTSON.

disaffection.

‘must deal leniently; the best king may

\Many were disaffected to the usurpation

- My dearest plots, hath brought me out,

pear (v. Air).

DISAFFECTION

The number of those who by abstracted
thoughts become useless is inconsiderable, in
respect of them who are Awrfful to mankind by
“an active and restless disposition. BArTLETT.

The detriment and prejudice ave gpecies
of injury which affect only the outward
circumstances of a person or thing ; the
former implying what may lessen the
value of an object, the latter what may
Jower it in the esteem of others. What-
ever affects the stability of a merchant’s
eredit is highly defrimental to his inter-
ests: whatever is prejudicial to the char-
aeter of a man should not be made the
subject of indiscriminate conversation.

In many instances we clearly perceive that

more or less knowledge dispensed to man would
have proved detrimental to his state.  Bram.

That the heathens have spoken things to the
same sense of this saying of our Saviour is so far

from being any prejudice to this saying, that it |

15 & great commendation of it. TILLOTSON.

DISAFFECTION, DISLOYALTY.

DISAFFECTION is general : DISLOY-
ALTY is particular; it is a species of
Men are disaffected to the

vernment; disloyal to their prince.

affection may be said with regard to
any form of government ; disloyalty only
with regard to monarchy. Although
both terms are commonly employed in a
bad sense, yet the former does not always
convey the unfavorable meaning which
18 attached to the latter. A inan may
have reasons to think himself justified in
disaffection ; but he will never attempt to
offer anything in justification of disloy-

. A usurped government will have
many disaffected subjects with whom it

have disloyal subjects, upon whom he
must exercise the rigor of the law.

of Olirm: Cromwell, because they would
not be disloyal to their king.
Yet, I protest, it is no salt desire
seeing countries shifting for a religion;
Nor any disagfection to the state
re I was bred, and unto which T owe

Bex Joxson,

dMﬂtﬂn being cleared from the effects of his
(dinloyalty, had nothing required from him but
the common duty of living in quiet.  Jomxson.

TO DISAPPEAR, VANISH.
To DISAPPEAR signifies not to ap-
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noir, Latin evaneo or evanesco, compound-
ed of e and vaneo, in Greek gaww, to ap-
pear, signifies to go out of sight,

To disappear comprehends no partie-
ular mode of action; to vanish includes
in it the idea of a rapid motion. A
thing disappears either gradually or sud-
denly ; it vanishes on a sudden; it disap-
pears in the ordinary course of things;
it vanishes by an unusual effort, a super-
natural or a magic power. Any object
that recedes or moves away will soon dis-
appear ; in fairy tales things are made to
vanish the instant they are beheld. To
disappear is often a temporary action ;
to vanish, generally conveys the idea of
being permanently lost to the sight. The
stars appear and disappear in the firma-
|ment; lightning vanishes with a rapidity
that is unequalled.

Red meteors ran across th' ethereal space,
Stars disappeéar'd,and comets took their place.
DRYDEN.

While T was lamenting this sedden desolation
that had been made before me; the whole scene
vanished. ADDISON,

TO DISAPPROVE, DISLIKE.

To DISAPPROVE iz not to approve,
or to think not good. To DISLIKE is
not to like, or to find unlike or unsuitable
to one's wishes.

Disapprove is an act of the judgment ;
dislike is an act of the will or the affec-
tion. To approve or disapprove is peeul-
iarly the part of a superior, or one who
determines the conduet of others; todis-
like iz altogether a personal act, in which
the feelings of the individual are con-
sulted. It is a misuse of the judgment
to disapprove where we need only dislike ;
it is a perversion of the judgment to dis-
approve, because we dislife.

The poem (Samson Agonistes) has a beginning
and an end, which Aristotle himself counld not

have disapproved, but it must be allowed to
want a middle. JoHxs0N,

The man of peace will bear with many whose
opinions or practices he dislikes, without an
open and violent rupture. Bram.

TO DISAVOW, DENY, DISOWN.

To DISAVOW, from dis and avew (v.
To acknowledge), is to avow that a thing is
not: DENY (v. 7o deny) is to assert that
a thing is not: DISOWN, from dis and

VANISH, in French éva-
15

own, is tq assert that a person or thing is




DISBELIEF

not oné’s own, or does not belong to one.
A disavowal is a general declaration; a
denial is a particular assertion; the for-
mer is made voluntarily and unasked for;
the latter is always in direct answer to a
charge: we disavow in matters of general
interest where truth only is concerned;
we deny in malters of personal interest
where the character or feelings are im-
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his unbelief, and gave him such evidences
of his identity as dissipated every doubt.
The atheist has not found his post temlslei, and

is therefore retired into deism, and a disbeléef of
revealed religion only. ADDISON,

The opposites to fith are undelief and creda.
ity.” TILLOTSO0N,
DISCERNMENT, PENETRATION, DIS-
CRIMINATION, JUDGMENT.

plicated. What is disavowed is generally
in support of truth ; what is denied may
often be in direct violation of truth: an
honest mind will always disavow what-
ever has been erroneously mtnb_uu-d to
it; a timid person sometimes denies what
he knows to be true from a fear of the
consequences.

Dr. Solander disarvows some of those narra-
tions (in Hawkesworth’s voyages), or at Jeast de-
clares them to be grossly misrepresented.

BEATTIE.

The king now denied his knowledge of the
conspiracy against Rizzio by public proclama-
tions. LOBERTSON.

Deny is said of things that concern
others as well as ourselves ; disown only
of things in which one is personally con-
cerned or supposed to be so. Denialis em-
ployed for events or indifferent matters ;
disowning extends to whatever one can
ownor possess : a person dendes that there
is any truth in the assertion of another;
he disowns all participation in any affair.
Qur veracity or judgment is often the
only thing implicated in the denial - our
guilt or innocence, honor or dishonor, are
implicated in what we disown.

If, like Zeno, any shall walk about, and yet

deény there is any motion in nature, surely that
man was constituted for Anticyra. BROWNE.

Sometimes, lest man should quite his power dis-
own,

He makes that power to trembling nations known,

JENYNS,

DISBELIEF, UNBELIEF.

DISBELIEF properly implies the be-
licving that a thing is not, or refusing to
believe that it is. UNBELIEF expresses
propetly a believing the contrary of what
one has believed before : dishelief is most
applicable to the ordinary events of life;
unbelief to serious matters of opinion:
our dishelief of the idle tales which are
told by beggars is justified by the fre-
quent detection of their falsehood ; out
Saviour had compassion on Thomas for

DISCERNMENT expresses the power
| of discerning (v. To perceive). PENE-
i'l' RATION denotes the act or power of
| penetrating, from penetrate, in Latin pene
| tratus, participle of penetro, and penifus,
| within, signifying to see into the inte-

rior. DISCRIMINATION denotes the
act or power of discriminating, from dis
| eriminate, in Latin discriminatus, partici
ple of diserimino, to make a difference.
| JUDGMENT denotes the power of judg-
| ing, from judge, in Latin judico, com:
pounded of jus and dico, signifying t0
pronounce right. P
The first three of these terms do nob
express different powers, but different
modes of the same power; namely, the
power of seeing intellectually, or exert-
ing the intellectual sight. Discernment
is not so powerful a mode of intellectual
vision as peneration; the former is a
common faculty, the latter is a higher
degree of the same faculty; it is the
power of seeing quickly, and seeing in
spite of all that intercepts the sight, and
| keeps the object out of view: a man of
common discernment discerns characters
which are not concealed by any particu-

| lar disguise; a man of penefration is not
to be deceived by any artifice, howeyer
thoroughly cloaked or secured, even from
suspicion. Discernment and penetration
serve for the discovery of individual
things by their outward marks ; discrin-
ination is employed in the discovery of
differences between two or more objects;
the former consists of simple observation,
the latter combines also comparison:
discernment and penctration ave great aids
toward discrimination; he who can dis
&rn the springs of human action, or pen=

ted for discriminating between the char-
acters of different men.

Though he had the gift of seeing through a
question almost at a glance, yet he never suffer-

elrate the views of men, will be most fit- §

DISCERNMENT

ed his discernment ttn:l zmticipata antor.her's ex-

1 ruple ent.
planation or interrupte Hmumt.‘:r:unr.mn.

He is as slow to decide as he is quick to ap-
‘prehend, calmly and deliberately weighing every
opposite reason that is offered, and tracing it
with a most judicious penetration.

MeLyorn's LETTERS oF PLINY.

is observation was so quick and his feelings
so sensitive that he could nicely discriminate
between the pleasure and the politeness of his
company, and he never failed to stop before the
former was exhausted. CUMBERLAND.

Although judgment derives much as-
gistance from the three former opera-
tions, it is a totally distinct power : these
only discover the things that are acting
on external objects by seeing them: the
judgment is creative; it produces by de-
duetion from that which passes inwardly.
Discernment and the others are specula-
tive; they are directed to that which is
to be known, and are confined to present
objects ; they serve to discover truth and
falsehood, perfections and defects, mo-
tives and pretexts: the judgment is prac-
tical; it is directed to that which is to be
done, and extends its views to the future;
it marks the relations and connections
of things; it foresees their consequences
and effects,

OF discernmient, we gay that it is clear;
it serves to remove all obscurity and con-
fusion: of penetration, we say that it is
acute; it pierces every veil which false-
hood draws before truth, and prevents
us from being deceived: of discrimina-
tion, we say that it is mice; it renders
our ideas aceurate, and serves to prevent
18 from confounding objects; of judy-
ment, we gay that it is solid or sound; it
renders the conduct prudent, and pre-
vents us from committing mistakes or in-
Yolving ourselves in embarrassments.

When the question is to estimate the
real qualities of either persons or things,
We exercise discernment ; when it is re-
quired to lay open that which art or cun-
ning has concealed, we must exercise
Penelration: when the question is to de-
termine the proportions and degrees of
qualities in persons or things, we must
Use ination ; when called upon to
take any step oract any part, we must
employ judgment. Discernment is more
or less indispensable for every man in
Private or public stations: he who has
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DISCORD

has the greatest need of it: penefration
is of peculiar importance for princes and
statesmen : discrimination is of great
utility for all who have to determine the
characters and merits of others: judg-
ment is an absolute requisite for all to
whom the execution or management of
concerns is intrusted.

Cool age advances venerably wise,
Turns on all hands its deep discerning eyes.
P

OFPE.

His defects arose from his lively talents and
exquisite penetration, he readily perceived and
decried the errors of his coadjutors, and from
the versatility of his political conduct acquired
the nickname of the Weather—cock. Aporracs.

Perhaps there is no character through all Shak-
speare drawn with more spirit and just diserim-
ination than Shylock’s. Hexvey,

I love him, I confess, extremely; but my affec-
tion does by no means prejudice my judgment.

MeLyoru's LETTERS oF PLINY.

TO DISCLAIM, DISOWN.

DISCLAIM and DISOWN are both
personal acts respecting the individual
who is the agent; to disclaim is to throw
off a claim, as to disown (v. 70 disavow) is
not to adihit as one’s own ; as claim, from
the Latin elamo, signifies to declare with
a loud tone what we want as our own;
80 to disclaim is, with an equally loud or
positive tone, to give up a claim: this is
a more positive act than to disown, which
may be performed by insinuation, or by
the mere abstaining to own. He who
feels himself disgraced by the actions
that are done by his nation or his family,
will be ready to disclaim the very name
which he bears in common with the of-
fending party; an absurd pride sometimes
impels men to disown their relationship
to those who are beneath them in exter-
nal rank and condition: an honest mind
will disclaim all right to praise which it
feels not to belong to itself; the fear of
ridicule sometimes makes a man disown
that which would redound to his honor.
The thing call’d life, with ease T can disclaint,
And think it over-sold to purchase fame.
DRYDEN.
Here Priam's son, Deiphobus, he found,

He scarcely knew him, striving to disown

His blotted form, and blushing to be known.
DRYDEN.

DISCORD, STRIFE,

DISCORD derives its signification from

€ most promiscuous dealings with men,

the harshness produced in music by the
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clashing of two strings which do not suit
with each other; whence, in the moral
gense, the chords of the mind which
come into an unsuitable collision pro-
duce a discord, STRIFE comes from the
word strive, to denote the action of striv-
ing, that is, in an angry manner (v. 7o
contend): where there is strife there
must be discord; but there may be dis-
cord without strife: discord consists most
in the feeling; strife consists most in
the outward action. Discord evinces it-
gelf in various ways ; by looks, words, or
actions : strife displays itself in words or
acts of violence. Discord is fatal to the
happiness of families ; strife is the great-
est enemy to peace between neighbors;
discord arose between the goddesses on
the apple being thrown into the assem-
bly: Homer commences his poem with
the sirife that took place between Aga-
memnon and Achilles. Discord may
arise from mere difference of opinion;

strife is in general occasioned by some |

matter of personal interest; discord in

the councils of a nation is the almost

certain forerunner of its ruin; the com-

mon principles of politeness forbid strife

among persons of good-breeding.

Good Heav'n! what dire effects from civil dis-
eord flow. DRYDEN.

Let men their days in senseless sfrife employ,
We in eternal peace and constant joy. PorE.

TO DISCOVER, MANIFEST, DECLARE.

Tue idea of making known is convey-
ed by all these terms; but DISCOVER,
which signifies simply to take off the
covering from anything, expresses less
than MANIFEST (2. Apparent), and that
than DECLARE (v. 70 declare): we dis-
cover by any means direct or indirect;
we manifest by unquestionable marks;
we declare by express words: talents and
dispositions discover themselves; partic-
ular feelings and sentiments mauifest
themselves; facts, opinions, and senti-
ments are declared ; children early dis-
cover a turn for some particular art or
science; a person’mmanifests his regard
for another by unequivocal proofs of
kindness; a person of an open disposi-
tion is apt to declare his sentiments with-
out disguise.

He had several other conversations with him
about that time, in none of which did he discov-

DISCREDIT

er any other wish in favor of America than for
its ancient condition. BURKE.

At no time, perhaps, did the legislature mani-
fest a more_tender regard to that fundamental
-principle of British constitutional policy, heredi-
tary monarchy, than at the time of the revolu-
tion. Bueke,
This man, with his whole squadron, came into

the river and declared for the Parliament,
CLARENDON.

Animals or unconscious agents may be
said to discover, as things discover symp-
toms of decay; but persons only, or
things personified, manifest or declare;
cruelty may be manifested by actions;
the works of the creation declare the wis-
dom of the Creator.

Several brute creatures discover in their ac-

tions something like a faint glimmering of rea-
ET ADDISOX.
Is the goodness or wisdom of the Divine Being

more wanifested in this his proceedings ?
ADDISON.

The visible things of the creation declare in
every language of the world the wisdom and
goodness of Him who made them, ~ SHERLOCE.

DISCREDIT, DISGRACE, REPROACH,
SCANDAL.

DISCREDIT signifies the loss of cred-
it ; DISGRACE, the loss of grace, favor,
or esteem; REPROACH stands for the
thing that deserves to be reproached ; and
SCANDAL for the thing that gives scan-
dal or offence. The conduct of men in
their various relations with each other
may give rise to the unfavorable senti-
ment which is expressed in common by
these terms, Things are said to reflect
diseredit or disgrace, or to bring reproach
or scandal on the individual. These terms
seem to rise in sense one upon the other:
disgrace is a stronger term than diseredit ;
reproach than disgrace; and seandal than
reproach.

Discredit interferes with a man’s credit
or respectability ; disgrace marks him out
as an object of unfavorable distinetion;
reproach makes him a subject of reproach-

ful conversation ; scandal makes him an
object of offence or even abhorrence. As
regularity in hours, regularity in habits
| ormodes of living, regularity in payments,
ave a eredit to a family; so is any devia-
tion from this order to its diseredil: as
moral rectitude, kindness, charity, and be-
nevolenee serve to insure the good-will
and esteem of men, so do instances of

DISCREDIT 341

unfair dealing, cruelty, inhumanity, and
an unfeeling temper tend to the disgrace
of the offender: as a life of distinguish-
ed virtue or particular instances of moral
excellence may cause o man to be spoken
of in strong terms of commendation; so
will flagrant atrocities or a course of im-
morality cause his name and himself to
be the general subject of reproach: as
the profession of a Christian with a con-
sistent practice is the greatest ornament
which a man can put on; so is the pro-
fession with an inconsistent practice the
test deformity that can be witnessed ;

it is calenlated to bring a scandal on re.
ligion itsell in the eyes of those who do
pot know and feel its intrinsic excellences.
"Tis the duty of every Christian to be concerned
for the reputation or diseredit his life may bring
oa his profession, RocEms.
I was secretly concerned to see human nature
in so much wretehedness and disgrace, but conld
not forbear s 7 to hear oger advisé the
old woman to avoid all communication with the
devil. ADDISON.
There cannot be a greater reproach to a gen-
tleman than to be called a liar. TATLER.

.. To appear gay and pleasant before the custom-
ary time of monrning was expired, was no small
matter of scandal. POTTER.

Discredit and disgrace are negative
qualities, and apply properly to the out-
ward and adventitious circumstances of
a person; but reproach and scandal are
something positive, and have respect to
the moral character. A man may bring
discredit or disgrace upon himself by triv-
ial or indifferent things; but reproach or
seandal follows only the violation of some
positive law, moral or divine.

When & man is made up wholly of the dove
Withont the Jeast grain of the went in his com-
position, he becomes ridiculous in many circum-
stances of his life, and very often discredits his
best actions. ADDISOX,
GKO nameé was more opprobrious (among the

reeks) than that of a mercenary ; it being looked
mg 4 o disgrace for any person of ingenuous

and edacation to serve for wages. POTTER.

4 The scandal was so great, and the case so
i heard of, that any man discharged upon a pub-
vurini should be again proceeded against by new
:aIi :ﬂce for the same offence, that Cromwell him-
t bnt“ught' not fit to undergo the reproach of
lﬁll'be Wwas in the end prevailed with to set him

tberty. CLARENDON.

_.h?he term reproach is also taken for the
Object of reproach, and scandal for the
object of scandal.

DISENGAGE

The cruelty of Mary’s persecution equalled the
deeds of those tyrants who have been the re-
proach to human nature. RoBERTSON,

Oh! hadst thou died when first thon saw'st the
light, _

Or died u't least before thy nuptial rite;

A better fate than vainly thus to boast,

And fly the scandal of the Trojan host. Pore

TO DISCUSS, EXAMINE.

DISCUSS, in Latin discussus, participle
of discutio, signifies to shake asunder or
to separate thoroughly so as to see the
whole composition. EXAMINE, in Latin
examino, comes from examen, the middle
heam, or thread, by which the poise of the
balance is held, because the judgment
holds the balance in examining.

The intellectual operation expressed by
these terms is applied to objects that can-
not be immediately discerned or under-
stood, but they vary both in mode and
degree.  Discussion is altogether carried
on by verbal and personal communica-
tion ; examination proceeds by reading,
reflection, and observation ; we often ex-
amine, therefore, by discussion, which is
properly one mode of examination ; a dés-
cussion is always carried on by two or more
persons; an examination may be carried
on by one only: politics are a frequent
though not always a pleasant subject of
discussion in social meetings ; complicated
questions cannot be too thoroughly eram-
im';f.

A country fellow distinguishes himself as much
in the church-yard as a citizen does upon the
Change ; the whole parish politics being generally

discussed in that place either after sermon or
before the bell rings. ADDISON.

Men follow their inclinations without ézamin-
ing whether there be any principles which they
ought to form for regulating their conduct.

BrAr.

TO DISEXGAGE, DISENTANGLE, EXTRI-
CATE.

DISENGAGE signifies to make free
from an engagement. DISENTANGLE
is to get rid of an endanglement. EXTRI-
CATE, in Latin extricatus, from ex and
trica, a hair or noose, signifies to get, as
it were, out of a noose. As to engage
signifies simply to bind, and entangle sig-
nifies to bind in an involved manner, to
disentangle is naturally applied to matters
of greater difficulty and perplexity than
to disengage; and as the term exfricale
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includes the idea of that which would
hold fast and keep within a tight involve-
ment, it iz employed with respect to mat-
ters of the greatest possible embarrass-
ment and intricacy: we may be disen-
gaged from an oath; disentangled from
pecuniary difficulties ; extricafed from a
perplexity: it is not right to expect to be
disengaged from all the duties which at-
tach to men as members of society: he
who enters into metaphysical disquisi-
tions must not expect to be soon disen-
tangled: when a general has committed
himself by coming into too close a con-
tact with a very superior force, he some-
times may be able to erfricate himself
from his awkward situation by his gener-
alship.

In old age the voice of nature calls you to leave
to others the bustle and cqntest of the world, and
gradually to disengage yourselves from a bur-
den which begins to exceed your strcuglh].n o

Savage seldom appeared to be melancholy but
when some sudden misfortune had fallen upon
him, and even then in a few moments he would
disentangle himself from his perplexity.

Jonxsox,

Nature felt its inability to exiricate itself from
the consequences of guilt: the Gospel reveals the
plan of Divine interposition and aid. Braig.

DISGUST, LOATHING, NAUSEA.

DISGUST, from dis and gust, in Latin
gustus, the taste, denotes the aversion of
the taste to an object. LOATHING, ».
To abhor. NAUSEA, in Latin nausea,
from the Greek wawg, a ship, properly
denotes sea-sickness.

Disgust is less than loathing, and that |
than nausea. When applied to sensible |

objeets we are disqusted with dirt; we
loathe the smell of food if we have a
gickly appetite; we nauseale medicine:
and when applied metaphorically, we are
disgusted with affectation; we loathe the
endearments of those who are offensive;
we nauseate all the enjoyments of life,
after having made an intemperate use of
them, and discovered their inanity.

An enumeration of examples to prove a posi-
tion which nobody dénied, as it was from the be-
ginning superfluous, must quickly grow disgust-
ing. JOHNSON.

Thus winter falls,
A heavy gloom oppressive o'er the world,
Through nature shedding influence malign,
The soul of man dies in him, loathing life.

DISHONOR

Th* irresoluble oil,
So gentle late and blandishing, in floods
Of rancid bile o’erflows: what tumults hence,
What horrors rise, were nauséous to relate,
ARMSTRONG,

DISHONEST, KNAVISH,

DISHONEST marks the contrary te
honest: KNAVISH marks the likeness
to a knave, Dishonest characterizes sim-
ply the mode of action: knavish charac-
terizes the agent as well as the action:
what is dishonest violates the established
laws of man; what is knavish supposes
peculiar art and design in the accomplish-
ment, It is dishonest to take anything
from another which does not belong to
one’s self ; it is knavish to get it by fraud
or artifice, or by imposing on the confi-
dence of another. We may prevent dis-
honest practices by ordinary means of se-
curity ; but we must not trust ourselves
in the company of knavish people if we
do not wish to be overreached.

Gaming is too unreasonable and dishonest for
a gentleman to addict himself to it.
Lorp LYTTLETON.

Not to langh when nature prompts is but a
knavish hypocritical way of making a mask of
one's face, Pore,

DISHONOR, DISGRACE, SHAME.

DISHONOR signifies what does away
honor.  DISGRACE, w. o  degrade
SHAME signifies what produces shame.
Dishonor deprives a person of those out-
ward marks of honor which men look
for according to their rank and station,
or it is the state of being dishonored or
less thought of and esteemed than one
wishes. Disgrace deprives a man of the
favor and kindness which he has hereto-
fore received from others, or it is the
state of being positively cast off by those
who have before favored him, or by whom

| he ought to be looked upon with fayor. If

is the fault of the individual that causes
the disgrace. Shame expresses more than
disgrace ; it is occasioned by Tirect moral
turpitude, or that of which one ought to
be ashamed. The fear of dishonor acts
as a laudable stimulus to the discharge
of one’s duty; the fear of disgrace or
shame serves to prevent the commission
of vices or erimes. A goldier feels it a
dishonor not to be placed at the post of

Tuousox. | danger, but he is not always sufficiently
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alive to the disgrace of being punished,
por is he deterred from his irregularities
by the open shame to which he is some-
times put in the presence of his fellow-
soldiers.

Tis no dishonor for the brave to die, DRYDEN,

1 was secretly concerned to see human nat-
ure in 80 moch wretchedness and disgrace, but
could not forbear smiling to hear Sir Roger ad-
yise the old woman to avoid all comnunications
with the devil. ADDISON.,

Like a dull actor,
1 have forgot my part, and I am out
Even to a full disgrace. SHAKSPEARE.

Where the proud theatres disclose the scene
Which interwoven Britons seem to raise,
And show the triumph which their shame dis-
plays. DaYDEN.
As epithets they likewise rise in sense,
and are distinguished by other character-
istics : o dishonorable action is that which
violates the prineiples of honor; a dis-
graceful action is that which reflects dis-
grace; a shameful action is that 6f which
one ought to be fully ashamed: it is very
dishonorable for a man not to keep his
word; very dizgraccful for a gentleman
to associate with those who are his in-
feriors in station and education; very
shamzful for him to use his rank and in-
fluence over the lower orders only to mis-
lead them from their duty. The sense
of what is dishonorable is to the superior
what the sense of the disgraceful is to
the inferior, but the sense of what is
sliameful is independent of rank or sta-
tion, and forms a part of that moral
sense which is inherent in the breast of
@very rational creature, Whoever, there-
fore, cherishes in himself a lively sense
of what is dishonorable or disgraceful is
tolerably secure of never committing any-
thing that is shameful.
He did dishonorable find
‘Those articles which did our state decrease.
DaxIEL.

Masters must correct their servants with gen-
s prudence, and mercy, not with upbraid-
ing and disgraceful language. TATYLOR.

This, all through that great prince's pride, did

And came to shameful end. SPENSER.

TO DISJOINT, DISMEMBER.

* _DISJO]'.\TT signifies to separate at the
Jomnt, DISMEMBER signifies to sepa-
rate the members.

The terms here spoken of derive their

DISLIKE

distinet meaning and application from
the signification of the words joint and
member. A limb of the body may be dis-
Jointed if it be so put out of the joint
that it cannot act; but the body itself is
dismembered when the different limbs or
parts are separated from each other.

Along the woods, along the moorish fens,

Sighs the sad genius of the coming storm,

And up among the loose disjointed cliffs.
THOMSON,

Where shall I find his corpse ? What earth sus-
tains

His trunk dismembered and his cold remains?
DRYDEN.
So in the metaphorical sense our ideas
are said so to be disjoinied when they are
so thrown out of their order that they do
not fall in with one another: and king-
doms are said to be dismembered where
any part or parts are separated from the
rest.
And yet deluded man,
A scene of crude disjointed visions past,
And broken slumbers, rises still resolv’d
With new flush'd hopes to run the giddy round.
TaoMsoN,

I perhaps shall prove in a future letter, with a
political map of Europe before my ¢ye, that the
liberty and independence of the great Christian
commonwealth could not exist with such a dis-
memberment, unless it were followed, as proba-
bly enough it would, by the dismemberment of
every other considerable conntry in Europe.

Bumge.

DISLIKE, DISPLEASURE, DISSATISFAC-
TION, DISTASTE, DISGUST.

DISLIKE, ». Aversion. DISPLEAS-
URE signifies the opposite to pleasure.
DISSATISFACTION is the opposite to
satisfaction. DISTASTE is the opposite
to an agreeable taste,

Dislike and dissatisfaction denote the
feeling or sentiment produced either by
persons or things: displeasure, that pro-
duced by persons only: distaste and dis-
gust, that produced by things only. In
regard to persons, dislike is the sentiment
of equals and persons unconnected ; dis-
pleasure and dissatisfaction, of superiors,
or such as stand in some particular rela-
tion to each other. Strangers may feel a
dislike upon seeing each other: parents
or masters may feel displeasure or dissal-
isfaction : the former sentiment is occa-
sioned by supposed faults in the moral
conduct of the child or servant; the lat-
ter by supposed defective services. 1
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dislike a person for his assumption or lo-
quacity ; Iam displeased with him for his
carelessness, and dissatisfied with his la-
bor. Displeasure is awakened by what-
ever is done amiss: dissatisfaction is
caused by what happens amiss or contra-
ry to our expectation, Accordingly, the
word dissatisfaction is not confined to
persons of a particular rank, but to the
nature of the connection which subsists
between them. Whoever does not re-
ceive what they think themselves enti-
tled to from another are dissatisfied. A
servant may be dissafisfied with the treat-
ment he meets with from his master;
and may be said, therefore, to express
dissatisfaction, though not displeasure.
The jealous man is not, indeed, angry if you
dislike another; but if you find those faults
which are found in his own character, youn dis-

cover not only your dislike of another, but of
himself. ADDISON.

The threatenings of conscience suggest to the
sinner some deep and dark malignity contained
in guilt, which has drawn upon his head such
high displeasuras from heaven. Bram.,

In this confidential correspondence, Towns-
hend and Walpole stated freely their objections
to the continental politics, declared their dissaf-
dafaction at the intérference of the Hanoverians,
and their contempt at their venal and interested
conduct. Coxk.

In regard to things, dislike is a casu-
al feeling not arising from any specific
cause. A dissatisfaction is connected
with our desires and expectations: we
dislike the performance of an actor from
one or many causes, or from no apparent
cause; but we are dissatisfied with his
performanee if it fall short of what we
were led to expect. In order to leszen the
number of our dislikes, we ought to en-
deavor not to dislike without a cause; and
in order to lessen our dissatisfaction we
ought to be moderate in our expectation.

Murmurs rise with mix'd applause
Just as they favor or dislike the cause.
DRYDEN.
I do not like to see anything destroyed ; any
void in society, It was therefore with no disap-
pointment or dissatisfaction that my observa-
tion did not present to me any incorrigible vice
in the noblesse of France. BURKE.

Dislike, distaste, and disgust rise on
each other in their signification. Dis-
taste expresses more than dislike ; and
disgust more than distaste. Dislike is
a partial feeling, quickly produced and
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quickly subsiding; distaste is a settled
feeling, gradually produced, and perma-
nent in its duration: disgust is cither
transitory or otherwise; momentarily or
gradually produced, but stronger than ei-
ther of the two others. Caprice has a
great shave in our likes and dislikes : dis-
taste depends upon the changes to which
the constitution physically and mentally
is exposed : disqust owes its origin to the
nature of things, and their natural opera-
tion on the minds of men. A child likes
and dislikes his playthings without any
apparent cause for the change of senti-
ment: after a long illness a person will
frequently take a distaste to the food or
the amusements which before afforded
him much pleasure : what is indecent or
filthy is a natural object of disgust to ev-
ery person whose mind is not depraved.
It is good to suppress unfounded dis-
likes; it is difficult to overcome a strong
distaste ; it is advisable to divert our at-
tention from objects calculated to create
disgust.

Dryden’s dislike of the priesthood is imputed
by Langbaine, and I think by Brown, to a re-

pulse which he sutfered when he solicited ordi-
nation, JOHNSON.

Because true history, through frequent satiety
and similitude of things, works a distaste and
misprision in the minds of men, poesy cheereth
and refresheth the sonl, chanting things rare and
various. Bacox.

Vice, for vice is necessary to be shown, should
always disgust, JOHNSON.

DISLIKE, DISINCLINATION.

DISLIKE, v. Dislike. DISINCLINA-
TION is the reverse of inclination (v. Af-
tachment). Dislike applies to what one
has or does; disinclination only to what
one does: we dislike the thing we have,
or dislike to do a thing; but we are dis-
inclined only to do a thing. They ex-
press a similar feeling that differs in de-
gree.  Disinclination i8 but a small de-
gree of dislike ; dislile marks something
contrary ; disinelination does nof amount
to more than the absence of an inclina-
tion. None but a disobliging temper has
a dislike to comply with reasonable re-
quests ; but the most obliging disposition
may have an occasional disinclination to
comply with a particular request.

It often happens that a boy, who conld con-
strue a fable of Asop at six or seven years of
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having exhausted his little stock of atten-
tion and diligence in making that notable acqui-
sition, grows weary of his task, conceives a dis-
like for study, and perhaps makes but an indif-
ferent progress afterward. CowPER,

To be grave to A man’s mirth, or inattentive to
his discourse, argues a disinc!ination to be en-
tertained by him. STEELE,

TO DISMAY, DAUNT, APPALL.

DISMAY, in French desmayer, is prob-
ably changed from desmouvoir, siguify-
ing to move or pull down the spirit.
DAUNT, changed from the Latin domi-
tus, conquered, signifies to bring down

the spirit. APPALL, compounded of the |

intensive ap or ad, and palleo, to grow
pale, signifies to make pale with fear.
The effect of fear on the spirit is
gtrongly expressed by all these terms;
but dismay expresses less than daund,
and this than appall. We are dismayed
by alarming circumstances ; we are daunt-
&d by terrifying ; we are appalled by hor-
rid circumstances. A severe defeat will
dismay so as to lessen the force of re-
sistance : the fiery glare from the eyes
of a ferocious beast will daunt him who
was venturing to approach: the sight
of an apparition will appall the stoutest
beart.
80 flies a herd of beeves, that hear, dismay'd,
The lions roaring through the midnight slu;‘i.el;s
Jove got such heroes as my sire, whose soul
No fear could duunt, nor earth nor hell COIE.‘;“L‘
PE.
Now the last ruin the whole host appalls;
Now Greece had trembled in her wooden walls,
But wise Ulysses call'd Tydides forth. PoPE.

TO DISMISS, DISCIIARGE, DISCARD.

DISMISS, in Latin dismissus, participle
of dimitto, compounded of di and mitlo,
signifies to send asunder or away. DI
CHARGE signifies to release from a
charge. DISCARD, in Spanish descartar,
compounded of des and earfar, signifies
10 lay cards out or aside, to cast them

~ The idea of removing to a distance is
included in all these terms; but with va-

rious collateral circumstances. Dismiss

i8 the general term ; discharge and dis-

are modes of dismissing: dismiss is

applicable to persons of all stations, but

used more particularly for the higher

orders : discharge, on the other hand, is
15%
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confined to those in a subordinate sta.

| tion, A clerk is dismissed ; a menial
servant is discharged: an officer is dis-
missed ; o soldier is discharged.

In order to an accommodation, they agreed
upon this preliminary, that each of them should
immediately digmiss his privy councillor,

ADDISON.

Mr. Pope’s errands were so frequent and friv-
olous that the footmen in time avoided and neg-
lected him, and the Earl of Oxford discharged
some of his servants for their obstinate refusal
of his messages. Jouxsoxs,

Neither dismiss nor discharge define the
| motive of the action; they are used in-
diffeently for that which is voluntary,
or the contrary: discard, on the contra-
ry, always marks a dismissal that is not
agreeable to the party discarded. A per-
son may request to be dismissed or dis-
charged, but never to be discarded. The
dismissal or discharge frees a person from
the obligation or necessity of performing
a certain duty; the discarding throws
him out of a desirable rank or station.

Dismiss the people then, and give command
With strong repast to hearten every band.
PorE.
I am so great a lover of whatever is French,
that I lately discarded a humble admirer be-
cause he neither spoke that tongue nor drank
claret, BupGeLL,

They are all applied to things in the
moral gense: we are said to dismiss onr
fears, to discharge a duty, and to discard
a sentiment from the mind.

Resume your courage, and dismiss your care.
DRYDEN.
If T am bound to pay money on a certain day,
1 discharge the obligation if I pay it before
twelve o'clock at night. BLACKSTONE.
| Justice discards party, friendship, and Kindred.
ADDISON.

| TO DISORDER, DERANGE, DISCONCERT,
DISCOMPOSE.

DISORDER signifies to put out of or-
der. DERANGE, from de and range or
rank, signifies to put out of the rank in
which it was placed. DISCONCERT, to
put out of the concert or harmony. DIS-
COMPOSE, to put out of a state of com-
posure,

All these terms express the idea of
putting out of order: but the latter three
| vary as to the mode or object of the ac-
tion. The term disorder is used in a per-
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fectly indefinite form, and might be ap-
plied to any object. As everything may
be in order, so may everything be dis-
ordered ; yet it is seldom used except in
regard to such things as have been in
a natural order. Derange and disconcert
are employed in speaking of such things
as have been put into an artificial order.
To derange is to disorder that which has
been systematically arranged, or put in
a certain range; and to disconcert is to
disorder that which has been put togeth-
er by concert or contrivance : thus the
body may be disordered ; a man’s affairs
or papers deranged ; a scheme disconcert-
ed. To discompose is a species of derange-
ment in regard to trivial matters: thus a
tucker, a frill, or a cap may be discom-
posed. The slightest change of diet will
disorder people of tender constitutions :
misfortunes are apt to derange the affairs
of the most prosperous: the unexpected
return of a master to his home discon-
eerts the schemes which have been form-
ed by the domestics: those who are par-
ticular as to their appearance are care-
ful not to have any part of their dress
discomposed,

He used to say he never cared to see the treas-
ury swell like a disordered spleen, when the

other parts of the commonwealth were in a con-

sumption. CAMDEN,
Our foreign politics are as much deranged as

our domestic policy. Burke.

Thy senate is a scene of civil jar,

Chaos of contrarieties at war,

Where obstinacy takes his sturdy stand,

To disconcert what policy has planned,

CowPER.

What he says of the Sibyls’ prophecies may be

properly applied to every word of his; they must

be read in order as they lie, the least breath dis-

composes them ; and some of their divinity is

lost. DRYDES.

When applied to the mind, disorder
and derange ave said of the intellect;
disconcert and discompose of the ideas or
spirits : the former denoting a permanent
state; the latter a temporary or transient

state. The mind is said to be disordered
when the faculty of ratiocination is in
any degree interrupted ; the intellect is
said to be deranged when it is brought
into a positive state of incapacity for ac-
tion : persons are sometimes disordered
in their minds for a time by particular
occurrences, who do not become actually
deranged ; a person is said to be discon-

DISORDER

eerted who suddenly loses his collected-
ness of thinking: he is said to be dis-
composed who loses his regularity of feel-
ing. A sense of shame is the most apt
to disconcert : the more irritable the tem-
per, the more casily one is discomposed.
Since devotion itself may disorder the mind,
unless its heats are tempered with caution or

prudence, we should be particularly careful to
keep our reason as cool as possible. ADDISON,

All passion implies a violent emotion of mind 3
of course it is apt to derange the regular course
of our ideas. BrAm,

There are men whose powers operate only at
leisure and in retirement ; and whose intellect-
ual vigor deserts them in conversation; whom
merriment confuses, and objection disconcerds.

JOHNSON.

But with the changeful temper of the skies,

As rains condense, and sunshine rarefies,

So turn the species in their alter'd minds,

Compos'd by calns, and discompos’'d by winds.
DaypEx,

DISORDER, DISEASE, DISTEMPER,
MALADY.

DISORDER signifies the state of be-
ing out of order, DISEASE signifies the
state of being ill at ease. DISTEMPER
signifies the state of being out of tem-
per, or out of a due temperament. MAL-
ADY, from the Latin malus, evil, signi-
fies an ill

All these terms agree in their appli-
cation to the state of the animal body.
Disorder is, as before (v. Zo disorder), the
general term, and the other specific.  In
this general sense disorder is altogether
indefinite; but in its restricted sense it
expresses less than all the rest: it is the
mere commencement of a disease : disease
i3 also more general than the other terms,
for it comprehends every serious and per-
manent disorder in the animal economy,
and is therefore of universal application.
The disorder is slight, partial, and tran-
sitory: the disease is deep-rooted and per-
manent. The disorder may lie in the ex-
tremities : the disease lies in the humors
and the vital parts. Occasional head-
aches, colds, or what is merely Zutane-
ous, are termed disorders ; fevers, drop-
sies, and the like, are discases. Distem-
per is used for such particularly as throw
the animal frame most completely out of
its temper or course, and is consequent-
ly applied properly to virulent disorders,
guch as the small-pox. Malady has less

. and progress of the distemper.

- Operations of passion ; our maladies lie
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of a technical sense than the other terms;
it refers more to the suffering than to
the state of the body. There may be
many maladies where there is no disease ;
but diseases are themselves in general
maladies. Our maladies ave frequently
born with us; but our diseases may come
upon us at any time of life. Blindness
is in itself a malady, and may be pro-
duced by a disease in the eye. Our dis-
orders are frequently cured by abstain-
ing from those things which caused them;
the whole science of medicine consists in |
finding out suitable remedies for our dis-
eases; our maladies may be lessened with
patience, although they cannot always be
alleviated or removed by art.

Physicians tell us of a disordér in which the
whole body is so exquisitely sensible, that the
slightest touch gives pain. GovLpsyITH,

At Epidaurus, a city of Peloponnesus, there
was a temple of ZEsculapius, famed for curing
diseases, the remedies of which were revealed
in dreams. PorTER.

Thus has Hippocrates, so long after Homer
wrif, subscribed to his knowledge in the rise
PorE.

Phillips has been always praised, without con-
tradiction, as a man modest, blameless, and pious,

bore narrowness of fortune without discon-
tent, and tedious and painful maladiss without
iinpatience, JOHNSON.

The tetms disorder, disease, and dis-
temper may be applied with a similar dis-
tinction to the mind as well as the body.
The disorders ave either of a temporary
Ora permanent nature ; but, unless speci-
fied to the contrary, are understood to be
temporary: diseases consist in vicious hab-
18 our distempers arise from the violent

in the injuries which the affections occa-
sion. Any perturbation in the mind isa
disorder » avarice is a disease : melancholy
18 & distemper as far as it throws the mind
Out of its bias ; it is a malady as far as it
oeeasions suffering,

Strange disorders arc bred in the mind of

thnse men whose passions are not regulated by
virtue, ADDISON.

The jealous man's disease is of so malignant a |
Bature that it converts all it takes into its own
noarishment. ADDISON.

A person that is crazed, though with pride or
418 a sight very mortifying to human nat-

Hre;s but when the distemper arises from any in-
Miscreet fervors of devotion, it deserves our com-
ion in a more particular manner. ADDISON.

Love's a matady withont a cure, DrYDEN.

7 DISPARAGE

TO DISPARAGE, DETRACT, TRADUCE,
DEPRECIATE, DEGRADE, DECRY,

DISPARAGE, compounded of dis and
parage, from par, equal, signifies to make
a thing unequal or below what it ought
to be. DETRACT, v. 7o asperse. TRA-
DUCE, in Latin traduco or #ransduco,
signifies to carry from one to another
that which is unfavorable. DEPRE-
CIATE, from the Latin prefium, a price,
signifies to bring down the price. DE-
GRADE, v. 70 abase. DECRY signifies
literally to ery down.

The idea of lowering the value of an
object is common to all these words,
which differ in the circumstances and
object of the action, Disparagement is
the most indefinite in the manner: detract
and ¢raduce are specific in the forms by
which an objectis lowered : disparagement
respects the mental endowments and
qualifications: defract and traduce are
said of the moral character; the former,
however, in a less specific manner than
the latter. We disparage a man's per-
formance by speaking slightingly of it:
we detract from the merits of a person by
ascribing his success to chance; we tra-
duce him by handing about tales that are
unfavorable to his reputation: thus au-
thors are apt to disparage the writings of
their rivals ; orasoldier may defract from
the skill of his commander; or he may
traduce him by relating scandalous re:
ports,

It is a hard and nice subject for a man to speak
of himself; it grates his own heart to say any-
thing of disparagement, and the reader’s ears
to hear anything of praise from him. CowLEey.

I have very often been tempted to write invec-
tives upon those who have detracted from my
works; but Ilook upon it as a peculiar happiness
that I have always hindered my resentments
from proceeding to this extremity. ADDISON.

Both Homer and Virgil had their compositions
usurped by others; both were envied and fra-
duced during their lives, WaLse.

To disparage, detract, and fraduce can
be applied only to persons, or that which
is personal ; depreciate, degrade, and deery,
to whatever is an object of esteem; we
depreciate and degrade, therefore, things
as well as persons, and decry things: to
depreciate is, however, not so strong a term
as to degrade, for the langnage which is

| employed to depreciate will be mild com-
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pared with that used for degrading: we
may depreciate an object by implication,
or in indirect terms; but harsh and un-
seemly epithets are employed for degrad-
ing : thus a man may be said to depreciate
human nature who does not represent it
as capable of its true elevation; he de-
grades it who sinks it below the scale of
rationality. We may depreciate ov de-
grade an individual, a language, and the
like; we decry measures and principles :
the former two are an act of an indi-
vidual; the latter is properly the act of
many. Some men have such perverted
notions that they are always depreciating
whatever i3 esteemed excellent in the
world : they whose interests have stifled
all feelings of humanity have degraded
the poor Africans, in order to justify the
enslaving of them: political partisans
commonly decry the measures of one
party, in order to exalt those of another,

The business of our modish French authors

is to depreciate human nature,and consider it
under its worst appearances. ADDISON.

Akenside certainly retained an unnecessary
and outrageous zeal for what he called and
thought liberty; a zeal which sometimes dis-
guises from the world an envious desire of plun-
dering wealth, or degrading greatness,

JonNsox.

Tgnorant men are very subject to decry those
beauties in a celebrated work which they have
not eyes to discover. ADDISON.

TO DISPARAGE, DEROGATE, DEGRADE.

DISPARAGE, ». 7o disparage. DER-
OGATE, in Latin derogatus, from derogo,
to repeal in part, signifies to take from a
thing that whichis claimed. DEGRADE,
v, To abase.

Disparage is here employed, not as the
act of persons, but of things, in which
case it is allied to derogate, but retains its
indefinite and general sense as before:
circumstances may disparage the per-
formances of a writer ; or they may dero-
gale from the honors and dignities of an
individual : it would be a high disparage-
mend 1o an author to have it known that
he had been guilty of plagiarism; it
derogates from the dignity of a magis-
trate to take part in popular measures.
To degrade is here, as in the former
case, & much stronger expression than
the other two: whatever disparages or
derogates does but take away a part from
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the value: but whatever degrades a thing
sinks it many degrees in the estimation
of those in whose eyes it is degraded ; in
this manner religion is degraded by the
low arts of its enthusiastic professors:
whatever tends to the disparagement of
learning or knowledge does injury to the
cause of truth; whatever derogates from
the dignity of a man in any office is apt
to degrade the office itself.

The man who scruples not breaking his word
in little things, would not suffer in his own con-
science so great pain for failures of consequence,
as he whao thinks every little offénce against
truth and justice § disparagement. STEELE,

I think we may say, without derogating from
those ‘wonderful performances (the Ilind and
“Eneid), that there is an unquestionable magnifi-
cence in every part of Paradise Lost, and indeed
a much greater than could have been formed
upon any Pagan system. AppisoN,

Of the mind that can deliberately pollute itself
with ideal wickedness, for the sake of spreading
the contagion in society, I wish not to conceal or
excuse the depravity, Such degradation of the
dignity of genius cannot be contemplated but
with griefand indignation, JOHNSON,

DISPARITY, INEQUALITY.

DISPARITY, from dis and par, in
Greek wapa, with or by, signifies an un:
fitness of objects to be by one another.
INEQUALITY, from the Latin eaquus,
even, signifies having no regularity.

Disparity applies to two objects which
should meet or stand in coalition with
each other: inequalify is applicable to
those that are compared with each oth-
er: the disparity of age, situation, and
circumstances is to be considered with
regard to persons entering into a matri-
monial connection : the inequality in the
portion of labor which is to be performed
by two persons is a ground for the in-
equality of their recompense: there is a
great inequality in the chance of success,
where there is a disparity of acquire-
ments in rival candidates: the disparity
between David and Goliath was such as
to render the success of the formet more
strikingly miraculous; the inequality in
the conditions of men is not attended with
a corresponding éneguality in their happi-
ness,

You formerly observed to me that nothing
made a more ridiculous figure in a man's life

than the disparity we often find in him, sick and
well. Pore
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Inequality of behavior, either in prosperity
or adversity, are alike ungraceful in man that is
barn to die. STEELE,

DISPASSIONATE, COOL.

DISPASSIONATE is taken negative-
Iy, it marks merely the abgence of pas-
sion; COOL (v. Cool) is taken positive-
Iy, it marks an entire freedom from pas-
sion.

Those who are prone to be passionate
must learn to be dispassionate ; those who
are of a cool temperament will not suffer
their passions to be roused. Dispassion-
ate solely respects angry or irritable sen.
timents; cool respects any perturbed
feeling: when we meet with an angry
disputant it is necessary to be dispassion-
ale, in order to avoid quarrels; in the
moment of danger our safety often de-
pends upon our eoolness,

AS to violence the lady (Madame d'Acier) has
infinitely the better of the gentleman (M. de la
Motte). Nothing can be more polite, dispassion-
ate, or sensible, than his manner of managing the

te. PorE.

I conceived this poem, and gave loose to a de-
ﬂaﬂ of resentment, which perhaps 1 ought not to

ve indulged, but which in a cooler hour I can-

not altogether condemn. COWPER.

TO DISPEL, DISPERSE.

DISPEL, from the Latin pello, to drive,
signifies to drive away. DISPERSE sig-
nifies merely to cause to come asunder,

pel is a more forcible action than to
disperse: we destroy the existence of a
thing by dispelling it ; we merely destroy
the junction or cohesion of a body. by
ispersing it; the sun dispels the clouds
and darkness; the wind disperses the
tlouds, or a surgeon disperses a tumor.

45 when a western whirlwind, charg'd with

rms,
Dispels the gathering clouds that Notus forms.
Pore,
\The foe dispers'd, their bravest warriors kill'd,
43 & whirlwind now I swept the field.
PorE.

Dispel is used figuratively; disperse
ouly in the natural sense: gloom, igno-
tance, and the like, are dispelled ; books,
People, papers, and the like, are dispersed.

The mist of error from his eyes dispell'd,
Thro’ all her fraudful arts, in clearest light,
in her native form he now beheld.
Lowrn.

DISPLEASE

TO DISPENSE, DISTRIBUTE.

DISPENSE, from the Latin pendo, ta
pay or bestow, signifies to bestow in dif-
ferent directions; and DISTRIBUTE,
from the Latin tribuo, to bestow, signifies
the same thing. Dispense is an indis-
criminate action ; distribute is o particu-
larizing action: we dispense to all; we
distribute to each individually: nature
dispenses her gifts bountifully to all the
inhabitants of the earth; a parent dis-
tributes among his children different to-
kens of his parental tenderness. Dis-
pense is an indirect action that has no
immediate reference to the receiver: dis-
trilute is a direct and personal action
communicated by the giver to the re-
ceiver: Providence dispenses his favors
to those who put a sincere trust in him;
a prince distributes marks of his favor
and preference among his courtiers.
Though nature weigh our talents, and dispense
To every man his modicum of sense

Yet much depends, as in the tiller's toil,
On culture, and the sowing of the soil. Cowren,
Pray be no niggard in distributing my love
plentifully among our friends at the inns of court,
HowerL.

TO DISPLEASE, OFFEND, VEX,

DISPLEASE (v. Dislike, displeasure)
naturally marks the contrary of pleasing.
OFFEND, from the Latin offendo, signi-
fies to stumble in the way of. VEX, in
Latin vero, is a frequentative of weho,
signifying literally to toss up and down.

These words express the painful sen-
timent which is felt by the supposed im.
propriety of another’s conduct. Dis-
please is not always applied to that
which personally coneerns ourselves ; als
though offend and vex have always more
or less of what is personal in them: a
superior may be displeased with one who
is under his charge for improper behay-
ior toward persons in general; he will
be offended with him for disrespectful be-
havior toward himself or neglect of his
interests: circumstances as well as ac-
tions serve to displease; a supposed in.
tention or design is requisite in order to
offend ; we may be displeased with a per-
son, or at a thing; one is mostly, offend.
ed with the person; a child may be dis-
pleased at not having any particular lib-
erty or indulgence granted to him; he




