MEAN

him grovel and crawl in the dust, licking
up the dross and filth of the earth, is
SORDID, from the Latin sordeo, to” be
filthy and nasty. Meanness is in many
cases only relatively bad as it respects
the disposal of our property: for instance,
what is meanness in one, might be gener-
osity or prudence in another: the due es-
timate of circumstances is allowable in
all, but it is meanness for any one to at-
tempt to save, at the expense of others,
that which he can conveniently afford
either to give or pay: hence an undue
spirit of seeking gain or advantage for
one’s self to the detriment of others, is
denominated a mean temper: it is mean
for a gentleman to do that for himself
which according to his circumstances he
might get another to do for him. Pii-
fu%nesq goes farther than meanness : it is
not merely that which degrades, but un-
mans the person; it is that which is bad
as well as low ; when the fear of evil or
the iove of gain prompts a man to sacri-
fice his character and forfeit his veracity
he becomes truly pitiful,; Blifil in Tom
Jones is the character whom all pro-
nounce to be pitiful. Sordidness is pe-
culiarly applicable to one’s love of gain;
although of a more corrupt, yet it is not
of 0 degrading a nature as the two for-
mer: the sordid man does not deal in tri-
fles like the mear man; and has nothing
80 low and vicious in him as the pififul
man. A continual habit of getting mon-
ey will engender a sordid love of it in
the human mind; but nothing short of a
radically wicked character leads a man
to be pitiful. We think lightly of a mean
man: we hold a pitiful man in profound
contempt: we hate a sordid man, Mean-
ness descends to that which is insignifi-
cant and worthless : pitifulness sinks into
that which is despicable ; sordidness con-
taminates the mind with what is foul.
Nature, T thought, perform'd too mean a part,
Forming her movements to the rules of art.
SWIFT.
The Jews tell us of a twofold Messiah, a vile

and most pitiful fetch, invented only to evade
what they cannot answer. PRIDEAUX.

This, my assertion proves he may be old,
Al yet not serdid, who refuses gold. DENHAM.

MEAN, MEDIUM.
MEAN is but a contraction of MEDI-
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MELODY

a mean in opinions between the two ex.
tremes : this mean is doubtless the poing
nearest to truth. MHediwm is employed
in practical matters; computations are
often erroneous from being too high or
too low ; the mediwm is in this case the
one most to be preferred. The moralist
will always recommend the mean in all
opinions that widely differ from each
other: our passions always recommend
to us some extravagant conduct either of
insolent resistance or sean compliance;
but diseretion recommends the medium
or middle course in such matters.

The man within the golden mean,

Who ean his boldest wish contain,

Securely views the ruin’d cell

Where sordid want and sorrow dwell. Fraxcis

He who looks upon the soul through its ont-
warid actions, often sees it through a deceitful
medinm. ADDISON,

MEETING, INTERVIEW.

MEETING, from to meet, is the act of
meeling or coming into the company of
any one: INTERVIEW, compounded of
inter, between, and view, to view, is a per-
sonal view of each other. A smeeling i3
an ordinary concern, and its purpose fa-
miliar ; meetings are daily taking place
between friends: an inferview is extraor
dinary and formal; its object is cornmon-
Iy business ; an interview sometimes takes
place between princes, or commanders of
armies.
I have not joy'd an hour since you departed,
For public miseries and private fears,

But this bless'd smeéeting has o'erpaid them all
DrYDES.

His fears were, that the inferview betwee_n
England and France might, through their amis

ties
Breed him some prejudice. SHAKSPEARE.

MELODY, HARMONY, ACCORDANCE,

MELODY, in Latin melodus, from mé =
los, in Greek pelog, a verse, and the He
brew mela, a word or a verse, HARMO-
NY, in Latin karmonia, Greek appovia, 5
concord, from apw, apto, to fit or suih =
signifies the agreement of sounds. AG S
CORDANCE denotes the act or state of
according (v. To agree). 3

Melody signities any measured or mod
ulated sounds measured after the mats

UM, which signifies in Latin the middle

ner of verse into distinct members 058

path. The term smean is used abstract:
edly in all speculative matters: there is

MEMBER 6

parts; farmony signifies the suiting or
adapting different modulated sounds to
each other; melody is therefore to har-
mony as a part to the whole: we must
first produce inelody by the rules of art;
the harmony which follows must be reg-
ulated by the ear: there may be melody
without )'wmwny, but there ecannot be
harmony without melody : we speak of
simple melody where the modes of music
are not very much diversified; but we
cannot speak of Aarmony unless there be
o variety of notes to fall in with each
other. A voice is melodious, inasmuch
as it is capable of producing a regularly
modulated note ; it is harmonious, inas-
much as it strikes agreeably on the ear,
and produces no discordant sounds, The
song of a bird is melodious or has melody
in it, inasmuch as there is a concatena-
tion of sounds in it which are admitted
to be regular, and consequently agreeable
to the musical ear; there is harmony in
a concert of voices and instruments, _Ae-
cordance is, strictly speaking, the prop-
erty on which both melody and harmony
is founded ; for the whole of music de-
pends on an accordance of sounds. The
same distinction marks accordance and
harmony in the moral application. There
may be oceasional accordance of opinion
or feeling; but rmony is an entire ae-
cordance in every point.

l:end me your song, ve nightingales! Oh pour
The mazy-running soul of melody
Into my varied verse.

Now the distemper'd mind
Has lost that concord of karmon ious powers

THOMSON,

Which forms the soul of happiness.
The music

Of man’s fair composition best aecords

When 'tis in concert, SHARSPEARE.

THOMsON.

MEMBER, LIMB.
MEMBER, in Latin membrum, proba
bly from the Greek uepoc, a part, because
& member is properly a part. LIMB is

(eonnected with the word lame,

Member is a general term applied ei-
ther to the animal body or to other bod-
168, as a member of a family, or a member
of a community : limb is applicable to
animal bodies; limb is therefore a spe-
cies of menber ; for every limb is a mem-
ber, but every member is not a limb. The

enbers of the body comprehend every

11 MEMORY

distinet office; but the Zmbs are those
Jointed smembers that are distinguished
from the head and the body: the nose
and the eyes are members, but not limbs ;
the arms and legs are properly denomi-
nated limbs.

A man’s Zimds (by which for the present we
only understand those members, the loss of
which alone amounts to mayhem by the common
law) are the gift of the wise Creator, to enable
him to protect himself from external injuries.

BLAcksTONE,

MEMORY, REMEMBRANCE, RECOLLEC-
TION, REMINISCENCE.

MEMORY, in Latin menoria or nmemor,
Greek prnpwy and praopar, comes, in all
probability, from pevoc, the mind, or in-
tellectual power, because memory is one
of the principal faculties of the mind.
| REMEMBRANCE, from the verb remén.
| ber, contracted from #¢ and memoro, to

bring back to the mind, comes from e-
[‘mor, as before, RECOLLECTION, from
| 7ecollect, compounded of #e and collect, sig-
[ nifies collécting again. REMINISCENCE,
in Latin reminiscentia, from reminiscor
and memor, as before, signifies bringing
back to the mind what was there before,

Memory is the power of recalling im-
ages once made on the mind; remem-
brance, recollection, and reminiscence ave
operations or exertions of this power,
which vary in their mode. The meRory
is a power which exerts itself either in-
dependently of the will, or in conformity
with the will; but all the other terms ex-
press the acts of conscious agents, and
consequently are more or less connected
with the will. In dreams the TREMOTY
exerts itself, but we do not say that we
have any remembrance or vecollection of
objects.  Remembrance is the exercise
of memory in a conscious agent; it may
be the effect of repetition or habit, as
in the case of a child who remembers his
lesson after having learned it several
times; or of a horse who remembers the
road which he has been continually pass-
ing; or it may be the effect of associa-
tion and circumstances, by which images
are casually brought back to the mind, as
happens to intelligent beings eontinually
as they exercise their thinking faculties,
In these cases remembirance is an invol-
untary act ; for things return to the mind

paré which is capable of performing a

before one is aware of it, as in the case
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of one who hears a particular name, and
remembers that he has to call on a person

MENTAL

vice in the acquirement of knowledge, or
in the performance of one’s duties; ree

of the same name; or of one who, on-see- | olleetion is that.exalied exercise of the

ing a particular tree, remembers all the
circumstances of his youth which were
connected with a similar tree. Remen-
brance is, however, likewise a voluntary
act, and the consequence of a direct de-
termination, as in the case of a ehild who
strives to remember what it has been told
by its parent; or of a friend who remem-
bers the hour of meeting another friend
in consequence of the interest which it
has excited in his mind: nay, indeed, ex-
perience teaches us that scarcely any-
thing in ordinary cases is more under the
subservience of the will than the meno-
7y for it is now become almost a max-
im to say, that one may remember what-
ever one wishes,

¥

Remember thee!
Ah, thou poor ghost, while memory holds a seat
In this distracted globe. SHAKSPEARE.

The power of memory, and the simple
exercise of that power in the act of re-
membering, are possessed in. common,
though in different degrees, by man and
brute; but recollection and reminiscence
are exercises of the memory that are con-
nected with the higher faculties of man,
his judgment and understanding. To re-

is to call to mind that which has
once been presented to the mind ; but to
recollect i 10 remember afresh, to remem-
ber what has been remembered before, to
recall with an effort what may have been
forgotien.  Remembrance busies itself
with objects that are at hand; recollec-
tion carries us back to distant periods:
simple remembrance is engaged in things
that have but just left the mind, which
are more or less easily to be recalled, and
more or less faithfully to be represented ;
but recollection tries to retrace the faint
images of things that have been so long
nnthought of as to be almost obliterated
from the memory. TIn this manner we
ave said to remember in one half-hour
what was told us in the preceding half-
hour, or to remember what passes from
one day to another; but we recollect the
incidents of childhood ; we recollect what
happened in our native place after many
years' absence from it. Remembrance is
that homely, every-day exercise of the
memory which renders it of essential ser-

memory which affords us the purest of
enjoyments and serves the noblest of
purposes ; the recollection of all the mi-
nute incidents of childhood is a more
sincere pleasure than any which the
present moment can afford,

Forgetfulness is necessary to remembrance,

JoHNsON,
Memory may be assisted by method, and the

decays of knowledge repaired by stated times of

recollection. JOHNsON,

Reminiscence is altogether an abstract

exercise of the memory, which is em-
ployed on purely intellectual ideas in dis-
tinetion from those which are awakened
by sensible objects: the mathematician
makes use of reminiscence in deducing
unknown truths from those which he al-
ready knows.
disciples of Socrates was the remen-
brance of things purely intellectual, or of
that natural knowledge which the sonls
had had before their union with the
body; while the memory was exercised
upon sensible things, or that knowledge
which was acquired through the medium
of the senses. Reminiscence,in its famil-
iar application, signifies any event or cir
cumstance long passed yhich is brought,
or comes to the mind, particularly if j

Leminiscence among the

be of a pleasurable nature,

The encouragement and kindness I have re-
ceived will form one of the most pleasing remi-
niseences of my life. WiLsoxn.

The Latins said that reminiscence be-
longed exclusively to man because it was
purely intellectual, but that memory was
common to all animals because it was
merely the depot of the senses. That
divine, though pagan philosopher, the
high-winged Plato, fancied that our souls

were at the first infusion abrase tebule,

and that all our future knowledge was
but a reminiscence.

Reminiscence is the retrieving a thing at pres-

ent forgot, or confusedly reomembered, by setting

the mind to hunt over all its notions. SoUTH.

MENTAL, INTELLECTUAL, INTELLI-
GENT.
TrERE is the same difference between

MENTAL and INTELLECTUAL as be-

tween mind and intellect: the mind com-

MERCANTILE

prehends the thinking faculty in gener-
al, with all its operations; the s fellect
includes only that part of it which con-
sists in understanding and Judgment
mental is therefore opposed to corporeal ;
tndellectual is opposed to sensual or physz
ical: mental exertions are not to be ex-
pected from all; infellectual enjoyments
fall to the lot of comparatively few, Ob.
Jects, pleasures; pains, operations, gifts,
ete., are zflenominated mental ; subjects,
conversation, pursuits, and the like
entitled éntellectual. 1t is not always L::;
to distinguish our mental pleasures from
those corporeal pleasures ve enjoy
n common with the brates ; the latter
are, howgver, greatly heightened by the
former mn whatever degree they are
blended: in a society of well-informed
persons, the conversation will turn prin-
cipally on éntellectual subjects,

posit the various forms of
is far the most pleasing part of mental
occupation. JOHNSON,
Man's more divine, the master of all th
i ese,
Lord of the wide “201'Id. and wide wat'ry seas
Endued with intellectual sense and soul,
SHAKSPEARE,

INTELLIGENT, from intelligens, under-
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MINDFUL

MESSAGE, ERRAND,

. MESSAGE, from the Latin missus, par-
ueiple of miito, to send, signifies the thine
sent. ERRAND, from @70, to wander oy
to go to a distance, signifies the thing for
which one goes to a distance, “

. The message i3 properly any commu.
mcation which is conveyed; the errand
sent from one person to another is that
which causes one to £0: servants are the
bearers of messages, and are sent on va.
rious ervands. A message may be either
verbal or written; an errand is limited
to no form, and to no eire
delivers the message, and

Sometimes the message may be the errand,

and the errand may include the me
( essage :
when that which is sent consists of 5 zo-

tice or intimation to another, it is a mes-
sage ; and if that causes any one to

to a place, it is an errand: thus it is
that the greater part of errands consists
of sending messages from one person to
another,

Sometimes from her eyes

I did receive fair speechiless messages,

SHAESPEARE,

The scenes where ancient bards th' inspiring

breath

Standing or knowi_ng, is a characteristic | Ecstatic felt, and, from this world retir'a
?f the person: an intelligent being or an | Convers'd with angels and immortal t’nrﬁls,

intellizence denotes a being purely spir
i ¢ y spir-
ltual, or abstracted from matter. P

Can He delight in the produetion of such abor.

#e\'i\: gsu?tallz'gences, such short - lived reasonable

When applied to individuals, it denotes

4¥ing a quick understanding of things,
88 an intelligent child,

MERCASTILE, COMMERCIAL.

MERCANTILE, from merehandise, ve-
Spects the actual transaction of business
O a transfer of merchandise by sale or
purchase; COMMERCIAL comprehends
the theory and practice of commerce ;
hence we speak in a peculiar manner of
& iercantile house, a mercantile town, a
Mercantite situation, and the like; but of
A commercial education, a commercial peo-
Dle, commercial speculations, and the like.

Such is the happiness, the hope of which se-

eed me from the duties and pleasu
2 fro res of
Méreantile Jite, SR Jonssoz{?

The commereial world is ve
5 : ry frequently put
into confugion by the bankruptey of nq:ercha!:nps.
: Jonxsox,

| On gracious errands bent,

GARDFUL (v. 7o
which in itself demands regard or serious
thought, particularly what regards the in-
terests and feelings of others ; OBSERY.
A.NT respects both that which is commu.
nicated by others, or that which carries
its own obligations with itself: o child
should always be mindful of its parents’
mstructions ;
gotten : every one should be regardful of
his several duties and obligations ; they
ought never to he neglected: one ought
to be: observant of the religious duties
which one’s profession enjoins upon him:
they i
over. By being mindful of what one
hears from the wise and good, one learns
to be wise and good ; by being regardyul
of what is due to one’s self, and to soci-:
ety at large, one learns to pass through
the world with satisfaction to one's own

TaOMS0N,

MINDFUL, REG.-\RDFUL, OBSERVANT.

| - MINDFUL (v. 7o attend {0) respects
Seecrator. | that which we wish from others: RE.

regard) respects that

they should never be for-

cannot with propriety be passed




I —— ===

MINISTER 614

MINISTER

mind and esteem from others: by being | to the spiritual wantg or to minister to
observant of all rule and order, we afford | the caprices and indulgences of another

to others a salutary example for their
imitation.
Be mindful, when thon hast entoml'd the shoot,

With store of earth around to feed the root.
DEYDEN.

No, there is none ; no ruler of the stars
Regardful of my miseries. Hir

Observant of the right, religions of his word.
DRYDEN,

MINISTER, AGENT.

MINISTER comes from minus, less, as
magister comes from smagis, more; the
one being less, and the other more, than
others: the minister, therefore, is literal-
ly one that acts in a subordinate capac-
ity; and the AGENT (from ago, to act)
is the one that takes the acting part:
they both perform the will of another,
but the minister performs a higher part
than the agent: the minister gives his
counsel, and exerts his intellectual pow-
ers in the service of another; but the
agent executes the orders or commissions

given him: a minister is employed hy

government in political affairs; an agent
is employed by individuals in eommercial
and pecuniary affairs, or by government
in subordinate matters: a minister is re-
ceived at court, and serves as a repre-
sentative for his government; an agent |
generally acts under the divections of the I
minister or some officer of government:
ambassadors or plenipotentiaries, or the
first officers of the State, are ministers,
but those who regulate the affairs respect- |
ing prisoners, the police, and the like, are |
termed agents. A minister always holds
a public character, and is in the service
of the State; the agent may be only act-
ing for another individual, as a commer-
cial agent,

This sovereign by his arbitrary nod

Restrains or sends his mindsters abroad.
BLACEMORE.

They had not the wit to send to them, in any
orderly fashion, @genis or chosen men, to tempt

them or treat with them. Bacon. |
| Thus do our eyes, as do all common mirrors,

TO MINISTER, ADMINISTER, CON-
TRIBUTE.

To MINISTER, from the noun minister,
in the sense of a servant (v. Minister),
signifies to act in subservience to anoth-
er, and may be taken either in a good,

| when we encourage them unnecessarily.

ADMINISTER, that is, to minister for o
specific purpose, is taken in the good
sense of serving another to his advan-
tage: thus the good Samaritan adminis.
! tered to the comfort of the man who had
| fallen among thieves. CONTRIBUTE
| (2. To conduce) is taken in either a good
or bad sense; we may contribute to the
relief of the indigent, or we may contrib-
ute to the follies and vices of others,
Princes are sometimes placed in the un-
fortunate situation, that those who should
direct them in early life only minister fo
their vices by every means in their pow-
er: it is the part of the Christian to ad-
minister comfort to those who are in
want, consolation to the afflicted, advice
| to those who ask for it, and require it;
| help to those who are feeble, and sup-
| port to those who cannot uphold them-
| selves: it is the part of all who are in
| high stations to confribute to the dissem-
| ination of religion and morality among
their dependents; but there are, on the
contrary, many who condribule to the
spread of immorality, and a contempt of
all sacred things, by the most pernicious
example of irreligion in themselves.
Those good men who take such pleasure in re-
lieving the miserable for Christ’s sake would not

have been less forward to minister unto Christ
himself. ATTERBURY.

By the universal administraiion of grace
begun by our blessed Saviour, enlarged by his
Apostles, carried on by their irmnediate succes
sors, and to be completed by the rest to the
world's end, all types that darkened this faith
are enlightened. SPRATT.

Parents owe their children not only material
subsistence for their body, but much more spir-
itual contribution for their mind. DiGBY.

As expressing the acts of unconscious
agents, they bear a similar distinetion.

He flings the pregnant ashes through the air,
And-speaks a mighty prayer,

Bgvpt bear. CowLEx.

Successively reflect succeeding images ;
Not what they would, but must ! a star or toad
Just as the hand of ehance administers.

May from my bones a new Achilles rise,

That shall infest the Trojan colonies

With fire,and sword, and famine, when, at Tengtl,
Time to our great attempts condributes strengill.

bad, or indifferent sense, as to minister

DENHAN:

Both which the minist'réing winds aronnd all ==

CoNGREVE.
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MIRTH, MERRIMENT, JOVI ALITY, JOL- With branches we the fanes adorn, and waste

LITY, HILARITY.

In joliity the day ordain'd to be the last,
DrypEN,

Turse terms all express that species| He that contributes to the Lilarity of the
of gayety or joy which belongs to com- vacant hour will be welcomed with ardor.

pany, or to men in their social inter-
course. MIRTH refers to the feeling
displayed in the outward conduct: MER.
RIMENT, and the other terms, refer
rather to the external expressions of the
feeling, or the causes of the feeling, than
to the feeling itself : mirth shows itself
in laughter, in dancing, singing, and
noise ; merrimend consists of such things
as are apt to excite mirth: the more we
are disposed to laugh, the greater is our
mirth; the more there is to create laugh.
ter, the greater is the merriment: the
Frwks of Punch and his wife, or the
jokes of a clown, cause much mirth
among the gaping crowd of rusties; the
amusements with the swing, or the round-
about, afford much merriment to the vis-
itants of a fair. Airth is confined to no
age ov station; but merrimené helongs
more particularly to young people, or
those of the lower station ; mirth may
be provoked wherever any number of
persons is assembled ; merriment can-
not go forward anywhere so properly as
at fairs, or common and public places,
JO\:IALITY or JOLLITY, and HILAR-
ITY, are species of merriment which be-
long to the convivial board, or to less re-
fined indulgences: joviality or Jollity is
the unrefined, unlicensed indulgence in
the pleasures of the table, or any social
entertainments ; Ailarity is the same
thing qualified by the cultivation and
good-sense of the company; we may ex-
pect to find much joviality and jollity at
& public dinner of mechanics, waterﬁmn,
or laborers; we may expect to find Ailar-
iy at a public dinner of noblemen : eat-
Ing, drinking, and noise, constitute the
Joviality ; the conversation, the songs
the toasts, and the public spirit of the
Company contribute to Lilarity.

The highest gratification we receive here from
company is suirth, which at the Lest is but a
fluttering unguiet motion, Pore,

. He who best knows our natures by sneh afflic-
1008 recalls our wuandering thoughts from idle
mérriment. GRAY.

JOnNsON,

TO MISCONSTRUE, MISINTERPRET,

MISCONSTRUE and MISINTER-
PRET signify to explain in a wrong
way; but the former respecis the sens:
of one's words or the application of one’s
actions: those who indulge themselves
in a light mode of speech toward chil-
dren are liable to be misconstrued, a too
great tenderness to the criminal may be
casily misinterpreted into favor of the
crime.  These words may likewise be
employed in speaking of language in
general; but the former respects the lit-
eral transmission of foreign ideas into
our native language; the latter respects
the general sense which one affixes to
any set of words, either in a native or
foreign language: the learners of a lan.
guage will unavoidably misconstrue it at
times; in all languages there are ambig-
uous expressions, which are liable to mis-
inderpretation.  Misconstruing is the con-
sequence of ignorance; missinterpretation
of particular words ave oftener the con-
sequence of prejudice and voluntary
blindness, particularly in the explana-
tion of the law or of the Seriptures,

In ev'ry act and turn of life he feels

Public calamities or honsehold ills ;

The jndge corrupt, the long depending cause
And doubtful issue of miseonstrued laws,
Prior.

. Some prrposely misrepresent or put a wrong
interpretation on the virtues of others,

ADDISON.

TO MIX, MINGLE, BLEND, CONFOUND.

M{IYX ii in Germlaln mischen, Latin mis-
ceo, areek puoyw, Hebrew mazeg.  MIN-
GLE, in Greek pyavu, is bu?a varia-
tion of miz. BLEND, in German blenden,
to dazzle, comes from blind, signifying to
see confusedly, or confused objects in a
general way. CONFOUND,v. Confound.

Az is here a general and indefinite
term, signifying simply to put together:
but we may miz two or several things:
we mingle several objects: things are

Now swarms the village o'er the jorial mead.
Toomsox,

mixed 80 as to lose all distinetion ; but
they may be mingled and yet retain a dis-
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In great villanies, there is often such a miw-

ERson Buuidas ape S0 b0 Hapoms ure of the fool, as quite spoils the whole project

ong, and individuals miz in a crowd so as | 8 %% e Bn

to be 103"; things are mz-regged mgethet' More oft in fools’ and madmen’s hands thnﬂf‘ﬂ&‘-‘es,

of different sizes if they lic in the same | Spe seems o medley of all ages, Swirr.

spot, but they may still be distinguished. [ =, writer, whose design tis 0 c‘g;;?fi‘::“g;:ﬁ

a0 o B it el o | S enarid g St o e A

blend which fall into each other: to e sl

?Eformd is to miz in & wrong way, as | 5¢¢n¢ of life

objects of sight are confounded ‘,"hﬂ{i MODERATION, MEDIOCRITY.

. usly taken to be joined. 5 it

tl!leyy:i.::ea'::?:&ig?cyare mostly zgpplied MODERATION (. }};ﬁg?gggl'tll‘]‘?gﬁm;

5 isti ¥ ; 1l

i jects, i ry ; to | acteristic of persons; !
to material objects, except in poetry ; T i) it
ound are mental opera- |is, the mean or n) charac

fi[g::l:: nalr]lg ;?';g;;zlly employed on lt;{)ir- their condition : moderation is aulrmt?i n(t;

itua['subjecﬁs: thus, events and circum- | no small 1:npou;t;;;e£¢;r-ﬁl§i:1§sﬂ w ;lidigc

o 'a- | excess in everythi 5 ¥ -

stances are hlended together in a narra- | exces ythir )

i 1 e - | #ity in external circumstances is e: p

ive; as of the ignorant are con- | #ity ! ; i .

f}l"z:;:dg:ie i::lemost cases,gimt particularly | from all the evils which attend either pov-
when they attempt to think for them- | erty or riches.

selves, Such moderation with thy bounty join,

That thou may’st nothing give that is nlt;tt::l:in;_
i NHAM,

id its creation, hues like hers, ; . % ‘
3:'1:::1‘11 ll:gr:"gx them with that matchless skill, AMedioerity only ofenjoyment is allowed t?}nmn.
And lose them in each other? THOMSON, AT

d slow,

Ihere, as T pass'd with careless steps an

The mix otes came softened from below.
T 5 bghug note: b

Can imagination boast,

MODEST, BASHFUL, DIFFIDENT.

MODEST, in Latin modestus, from mwo-
dus, a. measure, signifies setting measure

they! the happiest of their kind, .
Whom endler to one’s estimate .of one's self. BASH-

Whom gentler stars unite, and in one fate

Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings POLipnites e ll_\’ e e

afet: S FIDENT, v. Distrustful.
ol loue Be ﬁolds'\:“‘;:crllfin&;};w Modesty is a habit or principle of the
%?;ﬁe%gﬁg :E‘::ﬁe;’ﬂcpzﬁfgr 'ritgm‘gnd wrang'ca'n- mind ; bc_fsf:fulﬂm 'is a state o_f ice})l;]sgh
Jounds DRYDEX. | podesty is ‘at all times becoming;
JSulness is only becoming in females, or
Very young persons, in thf: presence of
their superiors: modesty discovers itself
in the absence of everything assuming,
whether in look, word, or action; bash-
fulness betrays itself by a downeast look
and a timid air: a modest deportment is
always commendable; a bashiful temper
| is not desirable.

MIXTURE, MEDLEY, MISCELLANY.

MIXTURE is the thing mized {1‘ To
mixz)., MEDLEY, from meddle or middie,
signifies what comes between another.
MISCELLANY, in Latin misccllaneous,
from miseeo, to miz, signifies also a mizi-
ure. 1 oy

The term mizture is general ; whatever e
objects can be mized will form a mizture: Her face, as in & nymph dliﬂhy d
a medley 18 a mizture of things not fit to A fair flerce boy, orin gfzosrgzz;;,mﬁd.
be mized: and a mascellany is a mizture | The blushing beauties S

i i water, i s
) ot thmgs. .F!gul]l‘;é 10 i a[e1f bashfulness, withont merit, is u:ll;;‘[:ll;r\
and eggs may form a mizture i ldT:] l;l i
nse; but if to these were added a : : ; iE.
:;rts.v: of ‘spices, it would form a medley. | Modesty is a proper l(llils::lrl';zt d?it ::1 i
Miscellany is a species applicable only to E{;I";Sf; (ﬁﬂ“k];-fc 15p ;éefi t;; Dle
i jects : i is | Modesty, though op i nee,
intellectual subjects: the miscellancous is | Mo Lesty, gh apposed to asnrante o
ich is systematically | not incompatible with a co
e in dis- | selves; diffidence altogether unmans a per-
nged ; essays are miscellancous in dis- | selves; dj fi altogel ) -
:ggtif);; from works on one particular | son, and disqualifies him for his duty

subject.

person is generally modest in the display
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of his talents to others: but a diffident
man cannot turn his talents to his own
use.
A man truly modest is as much so when he is
alone as in company, BunceLL,
Diffidence and presumption both arize from

the want of knowing, or rather endeavoring to
know ourselves, STEELE,

MODESTY, MODERATION, TEMPER-
ANCE, SOBRIETY.

MODESTY, in French modestie, Latin
modestia, and MODERATION, in Latin
moderatio and moderor, both eome from
modus, a measure, limit, or boundary ;
thiat is, forming a measure or rule, TEM-
PERANCE, in Latin temperantia, from
tempus, time, signifies fixing a time (v,
Abstinent). SOBRIETY, v, Abstinent,

Modesty lies in the mind, and in the
tone of feeling ; moderation respects the
desives: modesty is a principle that acts
discretionally ; moderation is a rule or line

at acts as a restraint on the views and
the outward conduet : he who thinks mod-
estly of his own acquirements, his own per-
formances, and his own merits, will be
moderate in his expeetations of praise, re-
ward, and recompense ; he, on the other
hand, who overrates his own abilities and
qualifications, will equally overrate the
use he makes of them, and consequently
be émmoderate in the price which he sets
upon his services: in such cases, there-
fore, 1modesty and moderation ave to each
other as cause and effect; but there may
be modesty without moderation, and mod.
eration without modesty. Modesty is a sen-
timent confined to one's self as the ob.
Ject, and consisting solely of one’s judg-
ment of what one is and what one does ;
but moderation, as is evident from the
above, extends to objects that are exter.
nal of ourselves : modesty, rather than
moderation, belongs to an author; smod-
¢ration, rather than modesty, belongs to
i tradesman, or a man who has gains to
make and purposes to answer.,

Imay modestly conclude that whatever errors
eré may be in this play, there are not those
Which have been objected to it, DrypEN,
7 Equally inur’d,

By moderation, either state to bear,
Perons or adverse, Mivrrox,

Modesty shiclds a man from mortifica-
ons and disappointments, which assail

i
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the self-conceited man in every direction :
a modest man conciliates the esteem even
of an enemy and a rival.  Moderation pro-
tects a man equally from injustice on the
one hand, and imposition on the other:
he who is moderate himself makes others
s0.

There’s proud modesty in merit! DRYDEN.

Few harangues from the pulpit, except in the
days of your league in France, or in the days of
our solemn league and covenant in England, have
ever breathed less of the spirit of moderation
than this lecture in the Old Jewry, Bunke,

Moderation is the measure of one’s de-
sires, one’s habits, one’s actions, and one’s
words ; temperance is the adaptation of the
time or season for particular feelings, ac-
tions, or words: a man is said to be mod-
erate in his principles who adopts the me-
dium or middle course of thinking; it
rather qualifies the thing than the per.
son: he is said to be temperate in his
anger, if he do not suffer it to break out
into any excesses; temperance charac-
terizes the person rather than the thing,
A moderate man in politics endeavors to
steer clear of all party spirit, and is conge-
quently so temperate in his language as to
provolce no animosity. Moderation in the
enjoyment of everything is essential in
order to obtain the purest pleasure : Zem-
perance in one's indulgences is always
attended with the happiest effects to the
constitution ; as, on the contrary, any de-
viation from temperance, even in a single
instance, is always punished with bodily

pain and sickness,
These are the tenets which the moderatist of
the Romanists will not venture to affirm.
SMALRIDGE.
She's not forward, but smaodest as the dove;
She’s not hot, but Zemperate as the morn.
SHAKSPEARE,
Temperance and sobriety have already
been considered in their proper applica-
tion (2. Abstinent), which will serve to il-
lustrate their improper application, Zem-
perance is an action ; it is the tempering
of our words and actions to the circum-
stances: sobriefy is a state in which one
is exempt from every stimulus to devi-
ate from the right course; as a man who
is intoxicated with wine runs into excess-
es, and loses that power of guiding him-
self which he has when he is sofer gn free
from all intoxication, 5o is he who is. in.




MOISTURE

toxicated with any passion, in like man-
ner, hurried away into ivregularities which
a man in his right senses will not be
guilty of: sobricty is, therefore, the state
of being in one's right or sober senses;
and sobriety is, with regard to temperance,
as a cause to the effect ; sobriety of mind
will not only produce moderation and tem-
perance, but extend its influence to the
whole conduct of & man in every relation
and circumstance, to his internal senti-
ments and his external behavior: hence
we speak of sobricty in one’s mien or de-
portment, sobriety in onexdress and man-
ners, sobriety in one's religious opinions
and observances,

Temperate mirth is not extinguished by old
age. BLAIR.

Another, who had a great genius for tragedy,
following the fury of his natural temper, made
every man and woman in his plays stark raging

mad, there was not a sober person to be had.
DRYDEN.

Sober may also be applied figuratively.

Spread thy close curtains, love-performing night,
Thon sebér-snited matron, all in black.
SIHAKSTEARE.

MOISTURE, HUMIDITY, DAMPNESS.

MOISTURE, from the French moife,
moist, is probably contracted from the
Latin Awumidus, from which HUMIDITY
is immediately derived.  DAMPNESS
comes from the same root as the Ger-
man dampf, & vapor.

Moisture is used in general to express
any small degree of infusion of a liquid
into a body; humidify is employed sci-
entifically to deseribe the state of having
any portion of such liquid: hence we
speak of the smoisture of a table, the
moisture of paper, or the moisture of a
floor that has been wetted; but of the
Jeumidity of the air, or of a wall that has
contracted moisture of itself, Dampness
is that species of moisture that arises
from the gradual contraction of a liquid
in bodies capable of retaining it; in this
manner a cellar is damp,'or linen that
has lain long by may become damp.

The plumy people streak their wings with oil,
To throw the lucid moeisture trickling off.

THOMSON,

It enables the animal to keep the principal part

of the surface of the eve under cover, and to pre-
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MONUMENT

Now from the town

Buried in smoke, and sleep, and noisome danps,
Oft let me wander.

Tnousos,

MOXNEY, CASIL.

MONEY comes from the Latin monela,
which signified stamped coin, from moneo,
to advise, to inform of its value, by means
of an inscription or stamp. CASH, from
the French caisse, a chest, signifies that
which is put in a chest.

Money is applied to everything which
serves as a circulating medium ; cash is,
in a strict sense, put for coin only: bank-
notes are money ; guineas and shillings
are cash; all cash is therefore money,
but all money is not cash. The only
money the Chinese have are square bits
of metal, with a hole through the centre,
by which they are strung upon a string:
travellers on the Continent must always
be provided with letters of credit, which
may be turned into cash, as convenience
requires,

Little success is like to be found in managing
a dispute against covetousness, which sways and

carries all before it in the strength of that queen
regent of the world, money. SPECTATOR.

At the new Exchange they are eloquent for
want of cash, but in the City they ought with
cagh to snpply the want of eloquence,

SPECTATOR.

MOXUMENT, MEMORIAL, REMEMBRAN-
CER.

MONUMENT, in Latin monumentum
or monémentum, from moneo, to advise or
remind, signifies that which puts us in
mind of something. MEMORIAL, from
memory, signifies the thing that helps the
memory ; and REMEMBRANCER, from
remember (v. Memory), the thing that
causes to remember.

From the above it is clear that these
terms have, in their original derivation,
precisely the same signification, and dif
fer in their collateral acceptations : mof-
ument is applied to that which is pur
posely set up to keep a thing in mind;
memorials and remembrancers are any
things which are calculated to call &
thing to mind: a monument is used 10
preserve a public object of notice from
being forgotten; a memorial serves 10
keep an individual in mind: the snont
ment is commonly understood to be &

serve it in a due state of umidity. PALEY,

gpecies of building; as a tomb which

MONUMENT

propert};,_or in the possession, of anoth-
er; as his picture, his handwriting, hij
hair, and the like, iat
London was buili to commemorate the
dr.oadful fire of the city in the year 1666 :
friends who are at a distance are happy
to have some token of each other’s re.
gard, which they likewise keep as a me-
morial of their former intercourse,

On your father’s old monwment

Hang mournful epitaphs, SHAKSPEARE.

The monument, in its proper sense, is
alwn:y's made of wood or stone for some
specific purpose; but, in the improper
sense, anything may be termed a moniw.
ment when it serves the purpose of re-
minding the public of any circumstance :
l.hus_, the pyramids are monuments of an-
tiquity ; the actions of a good prince are
more lasting monwments than either brass
or marble.  Memorials are mostly of g
Private nature, and at the same time such
as remind us naturally of the object to
which they have belonged ; this object is
generally some person.

Any memorial of your good-nature and friend-
ship is most welcome to me, Pork,
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preserves the memory of the dead, or a
pillar which preserves the mema;"y of
some public event: the memorial always
consists of something which was the

The Monument at

MOURNFUL

Medals are so man

b A ¥ monuments consign
over to eternity, that may last when all fmﬁg
memorials of the same age are worn out or lost,

ADDISON,

When God is forgotten, hi
5 judg i
remembrancers, B A ,nle:st?‘:ﬁ&s

MOTION, MOVEMENT.

TuEse are both abstract terms to de-
note the act of moving, but MOTION is
taken Zenerally and abstractedly from
the thing that moves ; MOVEMENT. on
t-h.e other hand, is taken in cunneciion
with the agent or thing that moves:
hence we speak of a siate of motion as
opposed to a state of rest, of perpetual
motion, the laws of motion, and the like :
on the other hand, we say, to make
movement when speaking of an army, a
general movement when speaking of an
assembly. 3

It is not easy to-a mind aceusto i
roads of troublesome thoughts to gfglt?h;ﬂf :ﬁ:
mediately by putting better images into motion.
s Jonxsox,
Nature I thought perform’d too mean a part
Forming her movements to the rules of art,

Priox.
When motion iz qualified by the thing
that moves, it denotes continued motion -
but Jmovement, implies only a parf.icula;-
motion : hence we say, the motion of the

If (in thc.].:slc of Skye) the remembrance of pa-
pal super.fntmn is obliterated, the monwments
of papal piety are likewise effaced. JonNsox,

. Butit may likewise refer to some thing,
if it be of a personal nature, or that by
which persons are individually affected:
our Saviour instituted the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper as a memorial of his
death.

All churehes have had their names, some as
memorials of peace, some of wisdom, some in
R!emory of the Trinity itself, some of Christ un-
er sundry titles. HooxEeRr,

A monwment and memorial is said of
that which concerns numbers : the 7e-
fembrancer is said of that which direct.
J concerns a man’s self ; the memorial
calls another person to one's mind, the
remembrancer calls that to a man’s own
mind in.which he is personally interest-
¢d: a gift is the best memorial we can
8IVe of oursclves to another; a sermon
:’} often a good remembrancer of the du.
168 which we have neglected to perform,

heavenly bodies ; the motion of the earth -
4 person is in continual molion, or &n
Army 15 In motion ; but a person makes a
movement who rises or sits down, or goes
from one chair to another; the different
movements of the springs and wheels of
any mstrument,
At this rate of traveilin ’

; of trs g, it would go round
the earth’s orbit in less than & week, which
'Iﬂ!"lli‘cs, I lhmk. considerably more than sixty
millions of miles in a day; a motion that vastly
surpasses all human comprehension. BRYDONE.

The women l *
tamultuousty from theit houses 1 (e emiie
Hoox.

MOURNFUL, SAD,

MOURNFUL signifies full of what
causes mourning ; SAD (v, Dull) signi-
fies either a painful sentiment, or what
causes this painful sentiment, The dif-
ference in the sentiment is what consti.
tutes the difference between these epi-
thets: the mournful awakens tender and
sympathetic feelings: the sad oppresses
the spirits, and makes one heavyat heart

a mournjful tale contains an account of
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others’ distresses; a sad story contains an
account of one’s own distress ; a mourn-
Jul event befalls our friends and rela-
tives; a sad misfortune befalls ourselves.
Selfish people find nothing mowurnful, but
many things sad: tender-hearted people
are always affected by what is mournful,
and are less troubled about what is sad.

Nareissa follows ere his tomb is closed,

Her death invades his m ournjul right, and claims
The grief that started from my lids for him.
Youxna,

How sad a sight is human happiness
To those whose thonghts can pierce beyond an
hour ! Youoxe,

MOVING, AFFECTING, PATHETIC.

Tre MOVING is in general whatever
moves the affections or the passions; the
AFFECTING and PATHETIC are what
move the ajfections in different degrees.
The good or bad feelings may be moved ;
the tender feelings only are affected. A
field of battle is a moving spectacle: the
death of a friend is an affecting specta-
cle. The affecting acts by means of the
senses as well as the understanding; the
pathetic applies only to what is address-
ed to the heart: hence, a sight or a de-
seription is affecting ; but an address is
pathetie, A

There is something so moving in the very im-
age of weeping beanty. STEELE,

I do not remember to have seen any ancient

or modern story more affecting than a letter of
Ann of Bouleyne. Avppison,

What think you of the bard's enchanting art,
Which, whether he attempts to warm the heart
With fabled scenes, or charm the ear with thyme,
Breathes all pathetie, lovely, and sublime ?
JENYNS.

MULTITUDE, CROWD, THRONG, SWARM.

Tae idea of many is common to all
these terms, and peculiar to that of
MULTITUDE, from the Latin wmaelfus ;
CROWD, from the verb to crowd, signi-
fies the many that erowd together; and
THRONG, like the German drdngen, to
press, signifies the many that press to-
gether; and SWARM, like the German
schwdrmen, to fly about, signifies running
together in numbers. These terms vary,
either in regard to the object or the cir-
eumstance : multitude is applicable to any
object; erowd, throng, and swarm are in
the proper sense applicable only to ani.
mate objects: the two first in regard to
persons; the latter to animals in general,

MUTILATE

but particularly brutes. A multitude may
be either in a stagnant or a moving
state; all the rest denote a multitude in
a moving state: a crowd is always press-
ing, generally eager and tumultuous; a
throng may be busy and active, but not
always pressing or incommodious: it is
always inconvenient, sometimes danger-
ous, to go into a erowd ; it is amusing to
see the throng that is perpetually passing
in the streets of the city: the swarm is
more active than either of the two oth-
ers; it is commonly applied to bees
which fly tegether in numbers, but some-
times to human beings, to denote their
very great numbers when scattered
about ; thus the children of the poor in
low neighborhoods swarm in the streets.
A multitude is incapable of framing orders.

TEMPLE,

The erowd shall Cesar’s Indian war behold.

DRYDEN.

I shone amid the heav'nly #irong. MasoN,

Numberless nations, stretching far and wide,

Shall (I foresee it) soon, with Gothic swarms,
come forth,

From ignorance’s universal North. SWIFT.

TO MUTILATE, MAIM, MANGLE.

MUTILATE, in Latin mutilatus, from
mutilo and mudilus, Greek pvrd\oe, withe
out horns, signifies to take off any nec
essary part. MAIM and MANGLE are
connected with the Latin mancus, which
comes from manus, signifying to deprive
of a hand or to wound in general.

Mutilate has the most extended mean-
ing; it implies the abridging of any
limb: mangle is applied to irregular
wounds in any part of the body: maém
is confined to wounds in the limbs, par-
ticularly the hands. Men are exposed to
be mutilated by means of cannon-halls}
they are in danger of being mangled
when attacked promiscuously with the
sword ; they frequently get maimed when
boarding vessels or storming places.

When a man is in danger of the mutilation
of an arm, a leg, and the like, it is lawful to pre-

vent the loss of either by the death of the assail:
ant. SoUTH.

By the ancient law of England, he that maim-
ed. any man whereby he lost any part of his
body, was sentenced to lose the like part.

BLACKSTONE.

What have they (the French nobility) doné
that they should be hunted about, mangléds
and tortured ?

BUREE.

MUTUAL

Mutilate and mangle ave applicable to
moral objects ; maim is employed in the
natural or figurative sense. In this case
mangle is a much stronger term than ma.
tilute; the latter signifies to lop off an
essential part; to mangle is to mutilate g
thing to such a degree as to render it use.
less or worthless. Every sect of Christians
is fond of mutilating the Bible by settine
aside such parts as do not favor its ow;
scheme ; and among them all the sacred
chipturcs hecome literally mangled, and
stripped of all its most important doc-
trines,

How Hales wi vi ilati
which his Ptenogl’dtll:g‘ér];‘:vrgelﬂ;esﬁlqu:?éﬂt;gg

the editor, they who know his character will ea-
sily conceive, Jounsox,

I have shown ‘4e evil of maimin it~
ting religion. ¥ nm{!iilllr:.
MUTUAL, RECIPROCAL,
MUTUAL, in Latin mutuus, from muto,
to change, signifies exchanged so as to

be equal, or the same, on both sid
es.
RECIPROCAL, in Latin reciprocus, from
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NAME

the other—these are the sentiments
which render the marriage state happy
reciprocal ties, reciprocal bonds, reciprocal
rights, reciprocal duties—these are what
every one ought to bear in mind as a
member of society, that he may expect
of no man more than what in equity he
is disposed to return.

The soul i i
up snci:Ey iaa::fu;gg;tt::::t‘. :}mmates anﬂsir:;Be
cal conceasons, " ™ S0Se1y But By reetpro-

Mutual applies to nothing but what is
personal ; reciprocal is applied to things
remote from the idea of personality, as
reciprocal verbs, reciprocal terms rm}’)ro-
cal velations, and the like, ;

!\D;'STER[OUS, MYSTIC.
MYSTERIOUS (v. Dark) and MYS.
TIC are but variations of the same orje-
inal; the former, however, is more com.
monly applied to that which is supernat-
ural, or veiled in an impenetrable obseu.

recipio, to take back, signifies givine
backward and forward by way of rzturuc.'
Mutual supposes a sameness in condition
at the same time : reciproeal SUpposes an
alternation or succession of returns. Fx.
change is free and voluntary : we give in
exchange, and this action is mutual : re.
turn is made either according to law or
Equity ; it is obligatory, and when equal-
ly obligatory on each in turn it is recip-
rocal. Voluntary disinterested services
rendered to each other are mufual » im.
posed or merited services, returned from
one to the other, are reciprocal: friends
l‘end.cr one another mutual services: the
services between servants and masters
are reciprocal. The husband and wife
pledge their faith to each other mutually ;

they are reciprocally bound to keep their
Yow of fidelity. The sentiment is mauu-
al, the tie is reciprocal,

iaulta in the life breed errors in the brain,

nd these, reciproeally, those again
e mind and conduct mutually imprint,

d stamp their image in each other’s mint.
. CowWPER.

_iifutual applies mostly to matters ‘of
will and opinion : a matual affection, a
mutual inclination to oblige, a mutial in-
terest for each other's comfort, a mutial

rity; the latter to that which is natural
but concealed by an artificial or fantasti.
cal veil; hence we speak of the mysteri-
ous plans of Providence : mystic schemes

of theology, or mystic principles,

As soon as that mysterious veil, which now

covers faturity, was (shounld be) lift
gayety of life wonld disappear.) i

And ye five other wand'ring fires, that move

In mystic dance not without
Resound his praise. i

BrAg.

Mirrox,

N.

TO NAME, CALL.
NAME, which comes, through the me-

Y ;| dium of the Northern languages, from the

Hebrew nam, is properly to pronounce
a word, but is now employed for distin.
guishing or addressing one by name.
To CALL (v. 75 call) signifies properly
to address one loudly, consequently we
may name without calling, when we only
mention a name in conversation ; and we
may call without naming,

Some haughty Greek, who 1i

Enmittcrsgullyth(;y woés. t!o{ ;Zeffn?}:ﬁ f;ifs t]gos:;:
And oft the nightly necromancer boasts,

concern to avoid that which will displease

With these to eall from tombs the stalking
ghosts. DRYDER,




