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sense to what may be usefully employ-
ed: wse to that which is acivally so em-
ployed ; things are said to be of general
utility, or a thing is said to be of a partic-
ular e, :

Those things which have long gone together
are confederate, whereas new things piece not so
well ; but, though they help by their utility, yet
they trouble by their inconformity, Bacos.

The Greeks in the herole age seem to have
been unacquainted with the wse of iron.
RoBERTSON.
The word use refers us to the employ-
ment of things generally, and the advan-
tage derived from such wuse; service, the
particular state or capacity of a thing to
be usefully employed. It is most proper,
therefore, to say that prayers and en-
treaties are of wse,; but in speaking of
tools, weapons, and the like, to say they
are of service, Prudence forbids us to
destroy anything that may be of wse;
economy enjoins upon us not to throw
aside anything as long as it is fit for
service.
A man with great talents but void of discretion
is like Polyphemus in the fable, strong and blind,

endued with an irresistible force, which for want
of sight is of no use to him. ADDIsON,

Perhaps it might be of service to these people
(hypochondriacs) to wear some electric substance
next their skin, to defend the nerves and fibres
from the damp of non-electric air, Brypoxe,

All the preceding terms are taken ab-
solutely: AVAIL is a term of relative
import; it respects the . cireumstances
under which a thing may be fit or other-
wise to be employed with efficacy.. When
entreaties are found to be of no avail,
females sometimes try the force of tears,

What does it avail, though Seneca had taught

as good morality as Christ himself from the
mount ? CUMBERLAND.

TO UTTER, SPEAK, ARTICULATE, PRO-
NOUNCE.

UTTER, from out, signifies to put out;
that is, to send forth a sound : this, there-
fore, is a more general term than SPEAK g
which is to ufter an intelligible sound.
We may witer a groan; we speak words
only, or that which is intended to serve
as words, To speak, therefore, is only a
species of wutferance; a dumb man has
ullerance, but not speech. ARTICULATE
and PRONOUNCE are modes of speai-
ing ; 10 articulate, from artieulum, a joint,

VAIN

is to pronounce distinetly the letters or
syllables of words; which is the first of-
fort of a child beginning to speak, It is
of great importance to make a cnild an
ticulale every letter when he first beging
to speak or read. To pronounce, from the
Latin pronuncio, to speak out loud, is a
formal mode of speaking. A child must
first articulate the letters and the sylla-
bles, then he pronounces or sets forth the
whole word ; this is necessary before he
can speak to be understood.
At each word that my destruction wuéter'd
My heart recoiled, OTWAY.
What yon keep by you, you may change and
mend,
But words once spioke can never be recall'd.
WALLER.

The torments of disease can sometimes only
be signified by groans or sobs, or énarticulats
ejaculations, Jouxsoy,

Speak the speech, T pray you,as I pronounced
it to you. SHAKSPEARE,

V.

VACANCY, VACUITY, INANITY.

VACANCY and VACUITY both de-
note the space unoecupied, or the ab-
stract quality of being unoceupied, IN-
ANITY, from the Latin inanis, denotes
the abstract quality of emptiness, or of
not containing anything: hence the for-
mer ‘terms vacancy and vdenity are used
in an indifferent sense; inanity always
in a_bad sense: there may be a vacancy
in the mind, or a vacaney in life, which
we may or may not fill up as we please;
but inanify of character denotes the want
of the essentials that constitute a char-
acter.

There are vacuities in the happiest life, which

it isnot in the power of the world to fill,
Bras.

When T look up and behold the heavens, it
makes me scorn the world and the pleasnres
thereof, considering the vanity of these and the
inanity of the other, HowELL.

VAIN, INEFFECTUAL, FRUITLESS.

TrEsE epithets are all applied to our
endeavors; but the term VAIN (. fdl)
is the most general and indefinite; the

other terms ave particular and definite.
What we aim at, as well as what we
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strive for, may be vain; but INEFFECT-
UAL, that is, not effectual (v. Effective),
and FRUITLESS, that is, without Jruit,
signifying not producing the desired fruit
of one's labor, refer only to the termina-
tion or value of our labors. When the
object aimed at is general in its import,
it is common to term the endeavor pain
when it cannot attain this object: it is
vain to attempt to reform g person’s
character until he is convinced that he
stands in need of reformation ; when the
means employed are inadequate for the
attainment of the particular end, it is
usual to call the endeavor ineffectual ;
cool arguments will be ineffectual in con.
vincing any one inflimed with a partic-
ular passion: when labor is specifically
employed for the attainment of a partic-
ular object, it is usual to term it fruitless
if it fail: peace-makers will often find
themselves in this condition, that their
labors will be rendered fruitless by the
violent passions of angry opponents,

Nature aloud calls out for balmy rest,
But all in vain, GENTLEMAN,

After many Jruitless overtures, the Inca, de-
spairing ofany cordial union with a Spaniard, at-
tacked him by surprise with a numerous body,

RoserTsoxN,

Thon thyself with scorn
And anger wonldst resent the offer'd w rong,
Though énefectual found. MirTox.

VALUABLE, PRE CIOUS, COSTLY.

VALUABLE signifies fit to be valued »
PRECIOUS, having a high price; COST-
LY, costing much money. Valuable ex-
presses directly the idea of value; pre-
cious and costly express the same idea in.
directly: on the other hand, that which
is valuable is only said to be fit or desery-
ing of walue; but precious and eostly de-
note that which is highly valuable, ac-
cording to the ordinary measure of val-
uing objects, that is, by the price they
bear; hence, the latter two express the
idea much more strongly than the former.

Remote countries cannot convey their com-
modities by land to those places, when on ae-
count of their rarity they are desired and become
valuable. RoserTson,

It is no improper comparison that a thankful
heart is like a box of précious ointment.

Howewr,

The king gave him all the duke’s rich furs, and

much of his costly household stuff, Lroyp,

VALUE

They are similarly distinguished in
their moral application: a book is vafu-
uble according to its contents, or accord-
ing to the estimate which men set upon
it, either individually or collectively. The
Bible is the only presious book in the
world that has intrinsic value, that is, set
above all price. There are many cos/ly
things, which are only valuable to the
individuals who are disposed to expend
money upon them,

‘What an absurd thing it is to pass over all the

valuable parts of a man, and fix our attention on
his infirmities ! ADDISON.

Two other precious drops that ready stood
Each in their crystal sluice, he, ere they fell,
Kiss'd as the gracious signs of sweet remorse,
Mirtox,
Christ is sometimes pleased to make the pro-
fession of himself costly, Sourh,

"ALUE, WORTH, RATE, PRICE.

VALUE, from the Latin valeo, to he
strong, respects those essential qualities
which constitute its strength, WORTH,
in German werth, from wdlren, to per-
ceive, signifies that good which is experi-
enced or felt to exist in a thing, RATE,
. Proportwn. PRICE, in Latin pretium,
from the Greek mpasow, to sell, signifies
what a thing is sold for.

Valueis a general and indefinite term,
applied to whatever is conceived to he
good in a thing: the worth is that good
only which is conceived or known as
such. The value, therefore, of a thing is
as variable as the humors and circum.
stances of men; it may be nothing or
something very great in the same object
at the same time in the eyes of different
men. - The worth is, however, that value
which is acknowledged; it is therefore
something more fixed and permanent;
we speak of the value of external objects
which are determined by taste; but the
worth of things as determined by rule.
The value of a book that is out of print
is fluctuating and uncertain: but its real
worth may not be more than what it
would fetch for waste paper. The rate
and price are the measures of that velue
or worth ; the former in a general, the
latter in a particular application to mer-
cantile transactions. Whatever we give
in exchange for another thing, whether
according to a definite or an indefinite
estimation, that is said to be done at a
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certain rafe; thus we purchase pleasure |
at a dear rafe, when it is at the expense |
of our health: price is the rate of ex-
change estimated by ecoin or any other |
medium: hence price is a fixed rafe, and |
may be figuratively applied in that sense |
to moral objects; as, when health is ex-
pressly sacrificed to pleasure, it may be |
termed the price of pleasure.

Life has no valize as an end, but means,

An end deploruble ! A means divine.  Youxe. |

Pay
No moment, but in purchase of its 20orth 5
And what it's worth ask death-beds,  Youxg, |

If you will take my humor as it runs, you
shall bave hearty thanks into the bargain for
taking it off at such a rate.

EaRy or SHAFTESBURY, |

The soul’s high price |
Is writ in all the conduct of the skies. Youne.

TO VALUE, PRIZE, ESTEEM.

To VALUE is in the literal sense to |
fix a value on a thing. PRIZE, signify-
ing to fix a price, and ESTEEM (v. Es-
Zeem), are both modes of valuing. |

To value is to set any walue, real or
supposititious, relative or absolute, on a |
thing: in this sense men value gold above |
silver, or an appraiser values goods, To
value may either be applied to material
or spiritual subjects, to corporeal or men-
tal actions: prize and esteem are taken
only as mental actions; the former in
reference to sensible or moral objects,
the latter only to moral objects : we may
value books according to their market
Erice, or we may value them according to
their contents; we prize books only for
their contents, in which sense prize is a
much stronger term than value ; we also
prize men for their usefulness to society ;
we esteemn their moral characters,

The prize, the beanteous prize, T will resign,
So dearly vulw'd, and so justly mine. PopE.
Nothing makes women esteemed by the oppo-
site sex more than chastity ; whether it be that
we always prize those most who are hardest to
come at, or that nothing besides chhastity, with
its collateral attendants, fidelity and constancy,

gives a man a property in the person he loves,
ADDISON.

VARIATION, VARIETY,

VARTATION denotes the act of uary.
ing (v. To change); VARIETY denotes
the quality of varying, or the thing va-
ried. The astronomer observes the va- |
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riations in the heavens; the philosopher
observes the wariations in the climate
from year to year, Variety is pleasing
to all persons, but to none so much as
the young and the fickle: there is an in.
finite variety in every species of objects,

animate or inanimate,

The idea of variation (as a constitnent in
beanty), without attending so accurately to the
manner of variation, has led Mr. Hogarth to
consider angular figures as beautiful, Burge

As to the colors usnally found in beantiful bod-
ies, it may be difficult to ascertain them, because
in the several parts of nature there is an infinite
variety. Burge.

VENAL, MERCENARY.

VENAL, from the Latin venalis, signi-
fies salable or ready to be sold, which,
applied as it commonly is to persons, isa
much stronger term than MERCENARY

| (v. Mereenary). A wenal man gives up

all principle for interest: a mercenary
man seeks his interest without regard to
principle : venal writers are such as write
in favor of the cause that can promote
them to riches or honors; a servant is
commonly a mercenary, who gives his ser-
vices according as he is paid: those who
are loudest in their professions of politi-
cal purity are the best subjects for a
minister to make venal; a mercenary
spirit is engendered in the minds of those
who devote themselves exclusively to
trade.

The minister, well pleas’d at small expense,

To silence so much rude impertinence,

With squeeze and whisper yields to his demands,

And on the venal list enroll'd he stands,
JENY NS,

For their assistance they repair to the North-
ern steel, and bring in an unnatural, smercenary
crew. SouTH.

VENIAL, PARDONABLE.

VENIAL, from the Latin venia, pardon
or indulgence, is applied to what may be
tolerated without express disparagement
to the individual, or direct censure ; but
the PARDONABLE is that which may
only escape severe censure, but cannot
be allowed : garrulity is a venial offence
in old age; levity in youth is pardonable
in single instances, .

While the clergy are employed in extirpating
mortal sins, T should be glad to rally the world

out of indecencies and venial transgressions,
CUMBERLAXD
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The weaknesses of Elizabeth were not confined
to that period of life when they are more par-
donable, ROBERTSON,

VERBAL, VOCAL, ORAL,

VERBAL, from verbum, a word, signi-
fies after the manner of a spoken word ;
ORAL, from os, a mouth, signifies by
word of mouth; and VOCAL, from voz,
the voice, signifies by the voice: the for.
mer two of these words are used to dis-
tinguish the speaking from writing; the
latter to distinguish the sounds of the
voice from any other sounds, particularly
in singing: a verbal messag> is distin-
guished from one written on a paper, or
in a note; oral tradition is distinguishied
from that which is handed down to pos-
terify by means of books; wocal music
is distingnished from instrumentai ; voeal
sounds are more harmonious than those
which proceed from any other bodies,

Among all the Northern nations, shaking of
hands was held necessary to bind the bargain,

a custom which we still Tetain in many verbal
contracts. BLACKsTONE.

Forth came the human pair,
And join'd their ocal worship to the choir
Of creatures wanting voice, MiLtox,

In the first ages of the world instruction was
commonly oral. JoHNsON.

VEXATION, .\IORTIFIC.\HON, CHAGRIN.

VEXATION (v. 7o displease) springs
from a variety of causes, acting unpleas-
antly on the inclinations or passions of
men; MORTIFICATION (». 7o humble)
is a strong degree of vezation, which
arises from particular circumstances act.
ing on particular passions: the loss of a
day’s pleasure is a veration to one who is
eager for pleasure; the loss of a prize,
or the circumstance of coming into dis-
grace where we expected honor, is a mor
tification to an ambitious person. Veza-
tion arises principally from our wishes
and views being crossed; mortifieation,
from our pride and self-importance be-
ing hurt; CHAGRIN, in French chagrin,
from aigrir, and the Latin acer, sharp,
signifying a sharp point, arises from a
lixture of the two; disappointments are
always attended with more or less of
veration, according to the circumstances
which give pain and trouble ; an expos-

" ure of our poverty may be more or less

of a mortification, according to the value

VIEW

which we set on wealth and grandeur; a
refusal of a request will produce more or

.| less of chagrin, as it is accompanied with

cireumstances more or less mortifying to
our pride.
Poverty is an evil complicated with so many

circumstances of uneasiness and vexation, that
every man is studious to avoid it. JonNsoN.

I am mortified by those compliments which
were designed to encourage me. Pork,

It was your purpose to balanee my chagrin at
the inconsiderable effect of that essay, by repre-
senting that it obtained some notice, HrLr.

VIEW, SURV EY, PROSPECT.,

VIEW  (v. o look), and SURVEY,
compounded of vey or view and sur, over,
mark the act of the person, namely, the
looking over a thing with more or less
attention: PROSPECT, from the Latin
prospectus and prospicio, to see before,
designates the thing seen. We take a
view or survey ; the prospect presents it-
self: the view is of an indefinite extent ;
the survey is always comprehensive in its
nature. Ignorant people take but nar-
row views of things: men take more or
less enlarged wiews, according to their
cultivation: the capacions mind of a
genius takes a survey of all nature. The
view depends altogether on the train of a
person’s thoughts ; the prospect is set be-
fore him, it depends upon the nature of
the thing : our vieus of advancement are
sometimes very fallacious ; our prospects
are very delusive ; both occasion disap-
pointment: the former is the keener, as
we have to charge the miscalculation
upon ourselves, Sometimes our prospects
depend upon our wiews, at least in mat
ters of religion ; he who forms erroneous
views of a future state has but a wretched
Drospect beyond the grave,

With inward view
Thence on the ideal kingdom swift she turns
Her eye. THoMSON,

Fools wiew but part, and not the whole survey,
So crowd existence all into a day. JENYNS,

No land so rude but Tonks beyond the tomb
For future prospects in a world to come.
JENTNS,

VIEW, PROSPECT, LANDSCAPE.
VIEW and PROSPECT (2. View, pros-
pect), though applied here to external

objects of sense, have a similar distinc.
tion as in the preceding article. The
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view is not only that which may be seen,
but that which is actually seen ; the pros-
pect is that which may be seen; hence
the term view is mostly coupled with the
person viewing, although a prospeet exists
continually, whether seen or not: hence
we speak of our wiaw being intercepted, |
but nov our prospect intercepted ; a con-
fined or bounded view, but a lively or
dreary prospect, or the prospect clears up
or extends,
Ye noble few ! who here unbending stand
Beneath life’s pressure, yet bear up awhile,
And what your bounded eiew, which only saw
A little part, deemed evil, is no more. THOMSON.
The great eternal scheme,
Involving all, and in a perfect whole
Uniting as the prospect wider spreads
To reason’s eye refin’'d, clears up apace.
THOMSOX.
View is an indefinite term ; it may be
said either of a number of objects or of
a single object, of a whole or of a part:
prospect is said only of an aggregate
number of objects: we may have a view
of a town, of a number of scattered
houses, of a single house, or of the spire
of a steeple; but the prospect compre-
hends that which comes within the range
of the eye. View may be said of that
which is seen directly or indirectly; pros-
pect only of that which directly presents
itself to the eye: hence a drawing of an
object may be termed a view, although
not a prospect. View is confined fo no
particular objects; prospect. mostly re-
spects rural objects ; and LANDSCAPE
respects no others. Landscape, landskip,
or landshape, denote any portion of coun-
try which is in a particular form: hence
the landseape is a species of prospect. A
prospect may be wide, and comprehend
an assemblage of objects both of nature
and art; but a landscape is narrow, and
lies within the compass of the naked eye:
hence it is also that landscape may be tak-
en for the drawing of a landscape, and
consequently for a species of view: the
taking of wicws or landseapes is the last
exercise of the learner in drawing.
Thus was this place

A happy rural seat of various views.  MILTON,

Now skies and seas their progpect only bound.
DRYDEN,

So lovely seem’d

VIOLENT

VIOLENT, FURIOUS, BOISTEROUS, VE-
HEMENT, IMPETUOUS.

VIOLENT signifies having force (a.
Foree). FURIOUS signifies having fury
(v. Anger). BOISTEROUS in all proba-
bility comes from bestir, signifying ready
to bestir or come into motion. VEHE-
MENT, in Latin vehemens, compounded of
veho and mens, signifies carried away by
the mind or the force of passion. IM-
PETUOUS signifies having an émpelus.

Violent is here the most general term,
including the idea of force or violence,
which is common to them all; it is as
general in its application as in its mean-
ing. When violent and furious are ap-
plied to the same objects, the latter ex-
presses a higher degree of the former: a
furious whirlwind is violent beyond meas-
ure. Violent and loisterous are likewise
applied to the same objects ; but the bois-
terous refers only to the wiolence of the
motion or moise: hence we say that a
wind is violent, inasmuch as it acts with
great force upon all bodies ; it is boister
ous, inasmuch as it causes the great mo-
tion of bodies : impetuous, like boisterous,
is also applied to bodies moving with
great violence.

Probably the breadth of it (the passage be-
tween Scylla and Charybdis) is greatly increased
by the viclent impetuosity of the current,

BRYDOXNE,

The furious pard,
Cow’d and subdu’d, flies from the face of man.
SOMERVILLE.
Ye too, ve winds! that now begin to blow
With boisterous sweep, I raise my voice to yom
THOMSON,
The central waters round émpefuous rush'd.
THOMSON.

These terms are all applied to persons,
or what is personal, with a similar dis-
tinetion : a man is violent in his opinions,
violent in his measures, violent in his re-
sentments; he is furious in his anger,
or has a jfurious temper ; he is vehement
in his affections or passions, velement in
love, vehement in zeal, vehement in pursu-
ing an object, vehement in expression : vi-
olence transfers itself to some external ob-
ject on which it acts with foree; but ve-
hemence respects that species of violenge
which is confined to the person himself:

That lgndscape, and of pure now purer air
Meets his approach. Mivtoxs.

we may dread violence, because it is al-
ways liable to do mischief ; we ought to
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suppress our vehemence, because it is in-
.arious to ourselves: a wiolent partisan
renders himself obnoxious to others; a
man who is vefiement in any cause puts it
out of his own power to be of use. Jin-
petuosity is rather the extreme of violence
or vehemence : an impetuous attack is an
excessively wviolent attack ; an impetuous
character is an excessively vehement char-
acter. Boisterous is said of the manner
and the behavior rather than the mind.

This géntleman, among a thousand others, is a
great instance of the fate of #ll who are earried
away by party-spirit of any ride ; 1 wish all vio-
lence may succeed as ill. POPE.

If there be any use of gzstieulation, it must be
applied to the ignorant 'and rude, who will be
more affected by vehemérce than delighted by
propriety. JOHNSON,

But there a power steps in and limits the ar-
rogance of raging passions and furious elements.

BURKE.
Is there a passion whose émpefuous force
Disturbs the human breast, and breaking forth
With sad eruptions deals destruction round,
But, by the magic strains of some soft air,
Is harmonized to peace ? COWPER.

They in this examination, of which there is
printed an account not unentertaining, behaved
with the boisterousness of men elated with re-
cent guthority, JonxsoxN.

VISION, APPARITION, PHANTOM, SPEC-
TRE, GHOST.

VISION, from the Latin wisus, seeing
or seen, signifies either the act of seeing
or thing seen: APPARITION, from ap-
pear, gignifies the thing that appears.
As the thing seen is only the improper
signification, the term wision is never efh-
pleyed but in regard to some agent: the
vigion depends upon the state of the vis-
ual organ; the vision of a person whose
sight is defective will frequently be fal-
lacious ; he will see some things double
which are single, long which are short,
and the like.

He clasps his lens, if haply they may sec,
Close to the part where zision ought to be,
IE_ux: finds that, though his tubes assist the sight,
They cannot give it, or make darkness light.
CowrER.
In like manner, if the sight be mirac-
ulously impressed, his vision will enable
him to see that which is supernatural:
hence it is that vision is either true or
false, according to the circumstances of
the individual; and a vision, signifying a
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exertion of the vision: apparition, on the
contrary, refers us to the object seen;
this may be true or false, according to
the manner in which it presents itself.
Joseph was warned by a vision to fly
into Egypt with his family; Mary Mag-
dalene was informed of the resurrection
of our Saviour by an apparition : fever-
ish people often think they see wisions ;
timid and credulous people sometimes
take trees and posts for apparitions.
Visions and inspirations some expect

Their course here to direct. CowLEY.

Full fast he flies, and dares not look behind him,
Till out of breath he overtakes his fellows,
Who gather round and wonder it the tale

Of horrid apparition. Bramm.

PHANTOM, from the Greek gaww, to
appear, is used for a false apparition, or
the appearance of a thing otherwise than
what it is ; thus the ignes fatuus, vulgar-
ly called Jack-o'-Lantern, is a phanfom.
SPECTRE, from specio, to behold, and
GHOST, from geist, a spirit, are the ap-
paritions of immaterial substances. The
speetre is taken for any spiritual being
that appears; but ghost is taken only for
the spirits of departed men who appear
to their fellow-creatures: a spectre is
sometimes mad? to appear on the stage ;
ghosts exist mostly in the imagination of
the young and /he ignorant.

The phantoms which haunt a desert are want,
and misery, and danger, JOHNSON.,
i Rous’d from their slumbers,
In grim array the grisly spectres rise,

The lonely tower

Is also shunn’d, whose mournfal chambers hold,
S0 night-struck funcy dreams, the yelling ghost.
TaoMsoN,

VOTE, SUFFRAGE, VOICE.

VOTE, in Latin votum, from voueo, to
vow, is very probably from voz, a voice,
signifying the voice that is raised in sup-
plication to heaven. SUFFRAGE, in Lat-
in suffragium, is in all probability com-
pounded of sub and frango, to break out
or declare for a thing. VOICE is here
figuratively taken for the voice that is
raised in favor of a thing.

The vote is the wish itself, whether ex-
pressed or not; a person has a wofe, that
is, the power of wishing; but the suffrage
and the woice are the wish that is express-
ed; a person gives his suffrage or his

BLAIR.

thing seen, i3 taken for a supernatural
35

voice. The vofe is the settled and fixed




