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the shore, which appeared to us a desart solitary
place, but yet we rowed hard to get off to sea,
for fear of being discovered by somebody.
When we were got about two leagues out to
sea, we proposed the men should row by turns,
that some might refresh themselves; but the
men at the oar said it was not time yet to rest,
and that they could eat and row too, if those
who did not row would assist them, and give
them meat and drink; this we did, and a little
while after the wind blowing fresh, we ceased
rowing, and set sail for Oran, not being ablfa to
hold any other course. We made above eight
miles an hour, being in no fear of any thing but
meeting some cruizers. We gave victuals to
our Moorish prisoners, and the renegade com-
forted them, and told them they were not
slaves, but that they should be set at liberty
upon the first opportunity. The same was éaid
to Zoraida’s father; who answered, ‘“‘I might
expect from your courtesy any thing else p.er-
haps, O Christians; but that you should give
me my liberty, I am not simple enough to
believe it; for you never would have run the
hazard of taking it from me, if you intended to
restore it me so easily; especially since you
know who I am, and what you may get for my
ransom, which if you will but name, I do from
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this moment offer you all that you can desire for
me and for that unfortunate daughter of mine,
or for her alone, since she is the better part
of me.”

When he had said this, he burst out into
tears so violently, that Zoraida could not forbear
looking up at him, and indeed he moved com-
passion in us all, but in her particularly; inso-
much, as starting from my arms, she flew to her
father’s, and putting her head to his, they
began again so passionate and tender a scene,
that most of us could not forbear accompanying
their grief with our tears; but her father Seeing
her so richly dressed, and so many jewels about
her, said to her, in his language, ‘““What is the
meaning of this, daughter? For last night,
before this terrible misfortune befel us, thou
wert in thy ordinary dress; and now, without
scarce having had the time to put on such
things, I see thee adorned with all the fineries
that I could give thee, if we were at liberty and
in full prosperity. This gives me more wonder
and trouble than even our sad misfortune;
therefore answer me.”” The renegade inter-

preted all that the Moor said, and we saw that
Zoraida answered not one word; but on a sud-
den, spying the little casket in which she was
used to put her jewels, which he thought had
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been left in Algiers, he remained yet more as-
tonished, and asked her how that trunk ecould
come into our hands, and what was in it? to
which the renegade, without expecting Zoraida’s
answer, replied, ‘Do not trouble thyself to ask
thy daughter so many questions, for with one
word I can satisfy them all. Know then that
she is a Christian, and it is she that has filed
off our chains, and given us liberty; she is with
us by her own consent, and I hope well pleased,
as people should be who come from darkness
into light, and from death to life.”—‘Is this
true, daughter?”’ said the Moor.— ‘It is,”
replied Zoraida—‘How then,” said the old
man, ‘“‘art thou really a Christian? and art
thou she that has put thy father into the power
of his enemies?’’—To which Zoraida replied,
“T am she that is a Christian, but not she that
has brought thee into this condition, for my
design never was to injure my father, but only
to do myself good.”—“And what good hast
thou done thyself?” said the Moor.—‘Ask
that of Lela Marien,”” replied Zoraida, ‘‘for she
can tell thee best.”” The old man had no sooner
heard this but he threw himself, with incredible
fury, into the sea, where without doubt he had
been drowned, had not his garments, which were
long and wide, kept him some time above water.
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Zoraida cried out to us to help him, which we
all did so readily, that we pulled him out by his
vest, but half drowned, and without any sense.
This so troubled Zoraida, that she threw herself
upon her father, and began to lament and take
on as if he had been really dead. We turned
his head downwards, and by this means having
disgorged a great deal of water, he recovered a
little in about two hours’ time. The wind in
the meanwhile was come about, and forced us
toward the shore, so that we were obliged to ply
our oars not to be driven upon the land. It
was our good fortune to get into a small bay,
which is made by a promontory, called the Cape
of the Caba Rumia; which, in our tongue, is
the Cape of the wicked Christian woman; and
it is a tradition among the Moors, that Caba,
the daughter of Count Julian, who was the
cause of the loss of Spain, lies buried there;
and they think it ominous to be forced into that
bay, for they never go in otherwise than by
necessity; but to us it was no unlucky harbour,
but a safe retreat, considering how high the sea
went by this time. 'We posted our sentries on
shore, but kept our oars ready to be plied upon
occasion, taking in the meantime some refresh-
ment of what the renmegade had provided,
praying heartily to God and the Virgin Mary,
II
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to protect us, and help us to bring our design
to a happy conclusion. Here, at the desire of
Zoraida, we resolved to set her father on shore,
with all the other Moors, whom we kept fast
bound; for she had mnot courage, nor could her
tender heart suffer any longer, to see her father
and her countrymen ill used before her face;
but we did not think to do it before we were
Just ready to depart, and then they could not
much hurt us, the place being a solitary one,
and no habitations near it. Our prayers were
not in vain; the wind fell and the sea hecame
calm, inviting us thereby to pursue our intended
voyage: we unbound our prisoners and set them
on shore, one by one, which they were mightily
astonished at.

When we came to put Zoraida’s father on
shore, who by this time was come to himself,
he said, “Why do you think, Christians, that
this wicked woman desires I should be set at
liberty? do you think it is for any pity she
takes of me? No certainly, but it is because
she is not able to bear my presence, which
hinders the prosecution of her ill desires: I
would not have you think neither that she has
embraced your religion, because she knows the
difference between yours and ours, but because
she has heard that she may live more loosely
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in your country than at home.” And then
turning himself to Zoraida, while I and another
held him fast by the arms, that he might com-
mit no extravagance, he said, ‘O infamous and
blind young woman, where art thou going, in
the power of these dogs, our natural enemies?
Cursed be the hour in which I begot thee, and
the care and affection with which I bred thee.”
But I, seeing he was not like to make an end
of his exclamations soon, made haste to set him
on shore, from whence he continued to give us
his curses and imprecations; begging on his
knees of Mahomet to heg of God Almighty to
confound and destroy us; and when being
under sail, we could no longer hear him, we saw
his actions, which were tearing his hair and
beard, and rolling himself upon the ground;
but he once strained his voice so high, that we
heard what he said, which was, ‘“‘Come back,
my dear daughter, for I forgive thee all; let
those men have the treasure which is already in
their possession, and do thou return to ecomfort
thy disconsolate father, who must else lose his
life in these sandy deserts!”

All this Zoraida heard, and shed abundance
of tears, but could answer nothing, but beg
that Lela Marien, who had made her a Christian,
would comfort him.—‘‘God knows,”’ said she,




T 276 THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF

“I could not avoid doing what I have done;
and that these Christians are not obliged to me,
for I could not be at rest till I had done this,
which to thee, dear father, seems so ill a thing.”’
All this she said, when we were got so far out
of his hearing, that we could scarce so much as
see him. So I comforted Zoraida as well as I
could, and we all minded our voyage. The
wind was now so right for our purpose, that we
made no doubt of being the next morning upon
the Spanish shore; but as it seldom happens
that any felicity comes so pure as not to be tem-
pered and allayed by some mixture of sorrow,
either our ill fortune, or the Moor’s curses, had
such an effect (for a father’s curses are to be
dreaded, let the father be what he will) that
about midnight, when we were under full sail,
with our oars laid by, we saw by the light of the
moon, hard by us, a round-sterned vessel with
all her sails out, coming ahead of us, which she
did so close to us, that we were forced to strike
our sail not to run foul of her; and the vessel
likewise seemed to endeavour to let us go by.
They had come so near us to ask from whence
we came, and whither we were going? But
doing it in French, the renegade forbid us to
answer, saying without doubt, these are French
pirates, to whom every thing is prize. This
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made us all be silent; and as we sailed on, they
being under the wind, fired two guns at us,
both, as it appeared, with chain-shot, for one
brought our mast by the board, and the other
went through us, without killing anybody; but
we, perceiving we were sinking, called to them
to come and take us, for we were going to be
drowned ; they then struck their own sails, and
putting out their boat, there came about a dozen
French on board us, all well armed, and with
their matches lighted. When they were close
to us, seeing we were but few, they took us a-
board their boat, saying that this had happened
to us for not answering their questions. The
renegade had time to take a little coffer or
trunk, full of Zoraida’s treasure, and heave it
overboard, without being perceived by any-
body.

When we were on board their vessel, after
having learnt from us all they could, they began
to strip us, as if we had been their mortal
enemies: they plundered Zoraida of all the
jewels and bracelets she had on her hands and
feet; but that did not so much trouble me, as
the apprehension I was in for the rich jewel of
her chastity, which she valued above all the
rest. But that sort of people seldom have any
desires beyond the getting of riches, which they
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saw in abundance before their eyes; and their
covetousness was so sharpened by it, that even
our slaves’ clothes tempted them. They econ-
sulted what to do with us; and some were of
opinion to throw us overboard, wrapt up in a
sail, because they intended to put into some of
the Spanish ports, under the notion of being of
Britany; and if they carried us with them, they

" might be punished, and their roguery come to

light: but the captain, who thought himself
rich enough with Zoraida’s plunder, said he
would not touch at any port of Spain, but make
his way through the Straits by night, and so
return to Rochelle, from whence he came. This
being resolved, they bethought themselves of
giving us their long boat, and what provision
we might want for our short passage. As soon
as it was day, and that we descried the Spanish
shore, at which sight, so desirable a thing is
liberty, all our miseries vanished from our
thoughts in a moment, they began to prepare
things, and about noon they put us on board,
giving us two barrels of water, and a small
quantity of biscuit; and the captain, touched
with some remorse for the lovely Zoraida, gave
her, at parting, about forty crowns in gold, and
would not suffer his men to take from her those
clothes which now she has on. We went aboard
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showing ourselves rather thankful than com-
plaining. They got out to sea, making for the
Straits, and we having the land before us for
our north-star, plied our oars, so that about
sunset we were near enough to have landed
before it was quite dark; but considering the
moon was hid in clouds, and the heavens were
growing dark, and we ignorant of the shore, we
did not think it safe to venture on it, though
many among us were so desirous of liberty, and
to be out of all danger, that they would have
landed, though on a desert rock; and by that
means, at least, we might avoid all little barks
of the pirates of the Barbary coast, such as those
of Tetuan, who come from home when it is
dark, and by morning are early upon the
Spanish coast; where they often make a prize,
and go home to bed the same day. But the
other opinion prevailed, which was to row
gently on, and if the sea and shore gave leave,
to land quietly where we could. We did
accordingly, and about midnight we came
under a great hill, which had a sandy shore,
convenient enough for our landing. Here we
run our boat in as far as we could, and being
got on land, we all kissed it for joy, and
thanked Gtod with tears for our deliverance.!
18ee Appendix, Note 1, Chapter XIV., Book IV,
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This done, we took out the little provision we
had left, and climbed up the mountain, think-
ing ourselves more in safety theres; for we could
hardly persuade ourselves, nor believe, that
the land we were upon was the Christian
shore.

We thought the day long a-coming, and
then we got to the top of the hill, to see if we
could discover any habitations; but we could
nowhere descry either house, or person, or path.
We resolved, however, to go farther on, as
thinking we could not miss at last of some-
body to inform us where we were: that which
troubled me most was, to see my poor Zoraida
go on foot among the sharp rocks, and I would
sometimes have carried her on my shoulders; but
she was so much concerned at the pains I took,
as she could be at what she endured; so leaning
on me she went on with much patience and
content. When we were gone ahout a quarter
of a league, we heard the sound of a little pipe,
which we took to be a certain sign of some
flock near us; and looking well about, we per-

_ceived, at last, at the foot of a cork-tree, a

young shepherd, who was cutting a stick with
his knife with great attention and seriousness.
We called to him, and he having looked up, ran
away as hard as he could. It seems, as we
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afterwards heard, the first he saw were the rene-
gade and Zoraida, who being in the Moorish
dress, he thought all the Moors in Barbary were
upon him; and running into the wood, cried all
the way as loud as he could, ‘“Moors, Moors! arm,
arm, the Moors are landed.”” We hearing this
outery, did mnot well know what to do; but
considering that the shepherd’s roaring would
raise the country, and the horse-guard of the
coast would be upon us, we agreed that the
renegade should pull off his Turkish habit, and
put on a slave’s coat, which one of us lent him,
though he that lent it him remained in his shirt.
Thus recommending ourselves to God, we went
on by the same way that the shepherd ran, still
expecting when the horse would come upon us;
and we were not deceived, for in less than two
hours, as we came down the hills into a plain,
we discovered about fifty horse coming upon a
half-gallop towards us; when we saw that, we
stood still, expecting them.

As soon as they came up, and, instead of so
many Moors, saw so many poor Christian
captives, they were astonished. One of them
asked us if we were the occasion of the alarm
that a young shepherd had given the country?
Yes, said I, and upon that began to tell him
who we were, and whence we came; but one of
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our company knew the horseman that had
asked us the question; and without letting me
go on, said, ‘““God be praised, gentlemen, for
bringing us to so good a part of the country, for
if I mistake not, we are near Velez Malaga;
and if the many years of my captivity have not
taken my memory from me too, I think that
you, sir, who ask us these questions, are my
uncle Don Pedro Bustamente.”” The Christian
slave had hardly said this, but the gentleman
lighting from his horse, came hastily to embrace
the young slave, saying, ‘‘Dear nephew, my joy,
my life, I know thee, and have often lamented
thy loss, and so has thy mother and thy other
relations, whom thou wilt yet find alive. God
has preserved them, that they may have the
pleasure of seeing thee. We had heard thou
wert in Algiers, and by what I see of thy dress,
and that of all this company, you must all have
had some miraculous deliverance.”— ‘It is so,”
replied the young man, ‘‘and we shall have
time enough now to tell all our adventures.”
The rest of the horsemen, hearing we were
Christians escaped from slavery, lighted likewise
from their horses, offering them to us to carry
us to the city of Velez Malaga, which was about
a league and a half off. Some of them went
where we had left our boat, and got it into the
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port, while others took us up behind them; and
Zoraida rid behind the gentleman, uncle to our
captive. All the people, who had already heard
something of our adventure, came out to meet
us; they did not wonder to see eaptives at
liberty, nor Moors prisoners; for in all that
coast they are used to it; but they were aston-
ished at the beauty of Zoraida, which at that
instant seemed to be in its point of perfection;
for, what with the agitation of travelling, and
what with the joy of being safe in Christendom,
without the terrible thought of being retaken,
she had such a beautiful colour in her counten-
ance, that were it not for fear of being too
partial, I durst say, there was not a more beau-
tiful creature in the world, at least that I had
seen. We went straight to church, to thank
God for his great mercy to us; and as we came
into it, and that Zoraida had looked upon the
pictures, she said there were several faces there
that were like Lela Marien’s; we told her they
were her pictures, and the renegade explained
to her as well as he could the story of them,
that she might adore them, as if in reality each
of them had been the true Lela Marien, who
had spoke to her; and she, who has a good and
clear understanding, comprehended immediately
all that was said about the pictures and images,
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After this we were dispersed, and lodged in
different houses of the town; but the young
Christian slave of Velez carried me, Zoraida,
and the renegade, to his father’s house, where
we were accommodated pretty well, according to
their ability, and used with as much kindness
as their own son. After six days’ stay at Velez,
the renegade having informed himself of what
was needful for him to know, went away to
Granada, there to be re-admitted by the holy
Inquisition into the bosom of the church. The
other Chrisfians, being at liberty, went each
whither he thought fit. Zoraida and I remained
without other help than the forty crowns the
pirate gave her, with which I bought the ass
she rides on, and, since we landed, have been
to her a father and a friend, but not a husbhand.
We are now going to see whether my father
be alive, or if either of my brothers has had
better fortune than I; though sinece it hath
pleased heaven to give me Zoraida, and make me
her companion, I reckon no better fortune could
befall me. The patience with which she bears
the inconvenience of poverty, the desire she
shows of being made a Christian, do give me
subject of continual admiration, and oblige me
to serve and love her all the days of my life.
T confess the expectation of being hers is not a
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little allayed with the uncertainties of knowing
whether I shall find in my country any one to
receive us, or a corner to pass my life with her;
and perhaps time will have so altered the affairs
of our family, that I shall not find anybody

that will know me, if my father and brothers
are dead.

This is, gentlemen, the sum of my adventures,
which, whether or no they are entertaining, you
are best judges. I wish I had told them more
compendiously; and yet, I assure you, the fear
of being tedious has made me cut short many
circumstances of my story.




