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gredients for qualifying a legislator; that laws
are best explained, interpreted, and applied by
those whose interest and abilities lie in pervert-
ing, confounding, and eluding them. I observe
among you some lines of an institution which, in
its original, might have been tolerable; but these
half erased, and the rest wholly blurred and
blotted by corruptions. It doth not appear from
all you have said, how any one perfection is re-
quired toward the procurement of any one station
among you; much less that men are ennobled on
account of their virtue, that priests are advanced
for their piety or learning, soldiers for their con-
duct or valour, judges for their integrity, scna-
tors for the love of their country, or counsellors
for their wisdom. As for yourself (continued the
king) who have spent the greatest part of your life
in travelling, T am well disposed to hope you may
hitherto have escaped many vices of your country.
But, by what I have gathered from your own re-
lation, and the answers I have with much pain
wringed and extorted from you, I cannot but
conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most
pernicious race of little odious vermin that Na-
ture ever suffered to crawl upon the surface of the
earth.”
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CHAPTER VIL.

NorHING but an extreme love of truth could
have hindered me from concealing this part of
my story. It was in vain to discover my resent-
ments, which were always turned into ridicule;
and I was forced to rest with patience, while my
noble and most beloved country was so injuriously
treated. 1 am heartily sorry as any of my readers
can possibly be, that such an occasion was given;
bu.t .t}}is prince happened to be so curious and inj
quisifive upon every particular, that it could not
consist either with gratitude or good manners, to
refuse giving him what satisfaction I was a’ble.
ETet 'thus much I may be allowed to say in my own
vindication, that I artfully eluded many of his
questions, and gave to every point a more favour-
able turn, by many degrees, than the strictness of
truth would allow. For I have always borne that
lapdabl‘e partiality to my own country, which
Dionysins Halicarnassensis with so mueh,justice
recommends to an historian: T would hide the
frailties and deformities of my political mother
and place her virtues and beauties in the mosi?
advantageous light. This was my sincere en-
deavour in those many discourses T had with that

mighty monarch, although it unfortunately failed
of success.




160 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS.

But great allowances should be given to a king
who lives wholly secluded from the rest of the
world, and must therefore be altogether unac-
quainted with the manners and customs that must
prevail in other nations: the want of which knowl-
edge will ever produce many prejudices, and a
certain narrowness of thinking, from which we
and the politer countries of Europe are wholly
exempted. And it would be hard indeed if so
remote ‘a prinee’s notions of virtue and vice were
to be offered as a standard for all mankind.

To confirm what I have now said, and further,
to shew the miserable effects of a confined educa-
tion, 1 shall here insert a passage which will
hardly obtain belief. In hopes to ingratiate my-
self farther into his Majesty’s favour, I told him
of an invention discovercd between three and four
hundred years ago, to make a certain powder, into
an heap of which the smallest spark of fire fall-
ing, would kindle the whole in a moment, although
it were as big as a mountain, and make it all fly
up in the air together, with a noise and agitation
greater than thunder. That a proper quantity of
this powder rammed into an hollow tube of brass
or iron, according to its bigness, would drive a ball
of iron or lead with such violence and speed, as
nothing was able to sustain its force. That the
largest balls, thus discharged, would not only de-
stroy whole ranks of an army at once, but batter
the strongest walls to the ground, sink down ships,
with a thousand men in each, to the bottom of the
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sea ; and, when linked together by a chain, would
cut through masts and rigging, divide hundreds
of bodies in the middle, and lay all waste before
them. That we often put this powder into large
hollow balls of iron, and discharged them by an
engine into some city we were besieging, which
W‘ould rip up the pavements, tear the houses to
pieces, burst and throw splinters on every side,
dashing out the brains of all who came near.
That T knew the ingredients very well, which were
cheap and common; I understood the manner of
compounding them, and could direct his work-
men how to make those tubes of a size proportion-
able to all other things in his Majesty’s kingdom,
and the largest need not be above an hundred
fc.ct long ; twenty or thirty of which tubes, charged
with the proper quantity of powder and balls,
T.m'ould batter down the walls of the strongest town
in his dominions in few hours, or destroy the
whole metropolis, if ever it should pretend to dis-
pute his absolute commands. This T humbly of-
fered to his Majesty, as a small tribute of ac-
knowledgment in return of so many marks that I
had reccived of his royal favour and protection.

The king was struck with horror at the descrip-
tion I had given of those terrible engines, and the
proposal I had made. He was amazed how so
impotent and grovelling an insect as T (these were
bis expressions) could entertain such inhuman
ideas, and in so familiar a manner, as to appear

Wholl_vlunmoved at all the scenes of blood and des-
1
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olation which I had painted as the common effects
of those destructive machines, whereof, he said,
some evil genius, enemy to mankind, must have
been the first contriver. As for himself, he pro-
tested that, although few things delighted him so
much as new discoveries in art or in Nature, yet
he would rather lose half his kingdom than be
privy to such a secret, which he commanded me, as
I valued my life, never to mention any more.

A strange effect of narrow principles and short
views! that a prince possessed of every quality
which procures veneration, love, and esteem; of
strong parts, great wisdom, and profound learn-
ing, endued with admirable talents for govern-
ment, and almost adored by his subjects, should,
from a mnice unnecessary scruple, whereof in
Europe we can have no conception, let slip an op-
portunity put into his hands, that would have
made him absolute master of the lives, the liber-
ties, and the fortunes of his people. Neither do
I say this with the least intention to detract from
the many virtues of that excellent king, whose
character, I am sensible, will on this account be
very much lessened, in the opinion of an English
reader: but I take this defect among them to have
risen from their ignorance, by not having hitherto
reduced politics into a science, as the more acute
wits of Europe have done. For I remember very
well, in a discourse one day with the king, when 1
happened to say there were several thousand
books among us written upon the art of govern-
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ment, it gave him (directly contrary to my inten-
tion) a very mean opinion of our understandings.
He professed both to abominate and despise all
myster?', ‘reﬁnement and intrigue, either in a prince
or a minister. He could not tell what I meant by
secx:ets of state, where an enemy, or some rival
nation, were not in the case. He confined the
knowledge of governing within very narrow
b0l1‘nds, to common sense and reason, to justice and
le{uf‘-y, to the speedy determination of civil and
criminal causes; with some other obvious topics,
which are not worth considering. And he gave it
for his opinion, that whoever could make two ears
of corn, or two blades of grass, to grow upon a
spot of ground where only one grew before, would
deserve better of mankind, and do more essential
service to his country, than the whole race of pol-
iticians put together.

'l‘f-JeAIearning of this people is very defective,
consisting only in morality, history, poetry, and
mathematics, wherein they must be allowed to
excel. But the last of these is wholly applied to
Whi!,t may be useful in life, to the improvement of
agriculture, and all mechanical arts; so that
among us it would be little esteemed. And as to
ideas, entities, abstractions, and transcendentals
I could never drive the least conception into thei;
heads.

No law of that country must exceed in words
tbe number of letters in their alphabet, which con-
sists only in two and twenty. Bul, indeed, few
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of them extend even to that length. They are
expressed in the most plain and simple terms,
wherein those people are not mercurial enough to
discover above one interpretation: and to write a
comment upon any law is a capital crime. As to
the decision of civil eauses, or proceedings against
criminals, their precedents are so few, that they
have little reason to boast of any extraordinary
gkill in them.

They have had the art of printing, as well as
the Chinese, time out of mind; but their libraries
are not very large; for that of the king’s, which
is reckoned the biggest, doth not amount-to above
a thousand volumes, placed in a gallery of twelve
hundred feet long, from whence I had liberty to
borrow what books T pleased. The queen’s joiner
had contrived, in one of Glumdalcliteh’s rooms, a
kind of wooden machine, five and twenty feet
high, formed like a standing ladder, the steps
were each fifty feet long: it was, indeed, a move-
able pair of stairs, the lowest end placed at ten
feet distance from the wall of the chamber. The
book T had a mind to read, was put up leaning
against the wall: T first mounted to the upper
step of the ladder, and, turning my face towards
the book, began at the top of the page, and so
walking to the right and left, about eight or ten
paces, according to the length of the lines, till I
had gotten a little below the level of mine eyes,
and then descending gradually till T came to the
bottom ; after which, I mounted again, and began

A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 165

the other page in the same manner, and so turned
over the leaf, which I could easily do with both
my hands, for it was as thick and stiff as a paste-
b_oard, and, in the largest folios, not above
mghtee}l or twenty feet long,

Then: style is clear, masculine, and smooth, but
not ﬂorld; for they avoid nothing more than ;uul-
tiplyl‘ng unnecessary words, or using various ex-
pressions. 1 have perused many of their hooks
especially those in history and morality. Among,'
the lrest, I was much diverted with a little old
treatise which always lay in Glumdalclitch’s bed-
chamber, and belonged to her governess, a grave
elderly gentlewoman, who dealt in wr;tings of
morality and devotion. The book treats of the
weakness of human kind, and is in little esteem
except among the women and the vulgar. How-
ever, I was curious to see what an author of that
country could say upon such a subject. This
writer went through all the usual topics of Euro-
pean moralists, shewing how diminutive, contempt-
ible, and helpless an animal was man in his own
nature; how unable to defend himself from in-
clemencies of the air, or the fury of wild beasts:
how much he was excelled by one creature in
Sj[rength, by another in speed, by a third in fore-
sight, by a fourth in industry. He added, that
nature was degenerated in these latter deciining
ages of the world, and could now produce only
anall births, in comparison of those in anci;ent
times. He said, it was very reasonable to think,
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not only that the species of men were originally
much larger, but also, that there must have been
giants in former ages, which, as it 1s asserted by
history and tradition, so it hath been con.ﬁrmed
by huge bones and skulls casually dug up in sev-
eral parts of the kingdom, far exceeding the com-
mon dwindling race of man in our days. He
argued that the very laws of Nature fibsolutely Te-
quired we should have been made in the begin-
ning of a size more large and robust, not so lia‘qle
to destruction from every little accident of a tile
falling from an house, or a stone cast from the
hand of a boy, or being drowned in a little brook.
From this way of reasoning, the author drew
several moral applications useful in the conduct of
life, but needless here to repeat. For my part, I
could not avoid reflecting how universally t.hls
talent was spread, of drawing lectures in morality,
or, indeed, rather matter of discontent and re-
pining, from the quarrels we raise with Nature.
And, I believe, upon a strict enquiry, those
quarrels might be shewn as ill-grounded among us
as they are among that people.

As to their military affairs, they boast that the
king’s army consists of an hundred and seventy-
six thousand foot, and thirty-two thousand horse:
if that may be called an army which is made up
of tradesmen in the several cities, and farmers in
the country, whose commanders are only the no-
bility and gentry, without pay or reward. They
are, ‘indeed, perfect enough in their exercises, and
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under very good discipline, wherein T saw no great
merit; for how should it be otherwise, where every
farmer is under the command of his own land-
lord, and every citizen under that of the prinei-
pal men in his own city, chosen after the manner
of Venice by ballot!

I have often seen the militia of Torbrulgrud
drawn out to exercise in a great field near the
city, of twenty miles square. They were, in all,
not above twenty-five thousand foot, and six thou-
sand horse; but it was impossible for me to com-
pute their number, considering the space of
ground they took up. A cavalier, mounted on a
large steed, might be about ninety feet high. T
have seen this whole body of horse, upon a word
of command, draw their swords at once, and
brandish them in the air. Imagination can figure
nothing so grand, so surprising, and so astonish-
ing! It looked as if ten thousand flashes of light-
ning were darting at the same time from every
quarter of the sky.

I was curious to know how this prince, to whose
dominions there is no access from any other coun-
try, came to think of armies, or to teach his
people the practice of military discipline. But
I was soon informed, both by conversation, and
reading their histories: for, in the course of many
ages, they have been troubled with the same dis-
ease to which the whole race of mankind is subject ;
the nobility often contending for power, the peo-
ple for liberty, and the king for absolute do-
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minion. All which, however happily tempered by
the laws of that kingdom, have been sometimes
violated by each of the three parties, and have
once, or more, occasioned civil wars, the last where-
of was happily put an end to by this prince’s grand-
father in a general composition; and the militia,
then settled with common consent, hath been ever
since kept in the strictest duty.

CHAPTER VIII.

I map always a strong impulse, that T should
some time recover my liberty, though it was im-
possible to conjecture by what means, or to form
any project with the least hope of succeeding.
The ship in which I sailed was the first ever
known to be driven within sight of that coast, and
the king had given strict orders that, if at any
time another appeared, it should be taken ashore,
and, with all its erew and passengers, brought in
a tumbril to Lorbrulgrud. He was strongly bent
to get me a wife of my own size; but, I think, T
should rather have died, than undergone the dis-
grace of leaving a posterity to be kept in cages
like tame canary birds, and perhaps, in time, sold
about the kingdom to persons of quality for
curiosities. I was, indeed, treated with much
kindness: T was the favourite of a great king and
queen, and the delight of the whole Court; but
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it was upon such a foot as ill became the dignity
of human kind. T could never forget those do-
mestic pledges I had left behind me. I wanted
to be among peaple with whom I could converse
upon even terms, and walk about the streets and
fields without being afraid of being trod to death,
like a frog, or a young puppy. But my deliv-
erance came sooner than I expected, and, in a
manner, not very common: the whole story and
circumstances of which I shall faithfully relate.

I had now been two years in this country ; and,
about the beginning of the third, Glumdalclitch
and T attended the king and queen in a progress
to the south coast of the kingdom. T was carried,
as usual, in my travelling box, which, as I have
already deseribed, was a very convenient eloset
of twelve feet wide. And T had ordered a ham-
mock to be fixed, by silken ropes, from the four
corners at the top, to break the jolts, when a serv-
ant carried me before him on horseback, as T
sometimes desired, and would often sleep in my
hammock while we were upon the road. On the
roof of my closet, just over the middle of the ham-
mock, T ordered the joiner to cut out a hole of a
foot square, to give me air in hot weather, as T
slept; which hole I shut at pleasure, with a board
that drew backwards and forwards through a
groove.

When we came to our journey’s end, the king
thought proper to pass a few days at a palace he
hath near Flanflasnic, a city within eighteen




