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much' pleasure, that these two persons were in good
intelligence with each other; and Cmsar freely
confessed to me, that the greatest actions of his
- own life were not equal, by many degrees, to the
glory of taking it away. I had the honour to have
much conversation with Brutus, and was told, that
his ancestors Junius, Socrates, Epaminondas,
Cato the younger, Sir Thomas More, and him-
self, were perpetually together: a sextum-virate
to which all the ages of the world cannot add a
seventh.

It would be tedious to trouble the reader with
relating what vast numbers of illustrious persons
were called up, to gratify that insatiable desire I
had to see the world in every period of antiquity
placed before me. I chiefly fed my eyes with
beholding the destroyers of tyrants and usurpers,
and the restorers of liberty to oppressed and in-
jured nations. But it is impossible to express the
satisfaction T received in my own mind, after
such a manner as to make it a suitable entertain-
ment {o the reader.

CHAPTER VIIL

HAviNG a desire to see those ancients who were
most renowned for wit and learning, I set apart
one day on purpose. T proposed that Homer and
Aristotle might appear at the head of all their
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commentators; but these were so numerous, that
some hundreds were forced to attend in the counrt
and outward rooms of the palace. I knew, and
could distinguish those two heroes at first sight,
not only from the crowd, but from each other.
Homer was the taller and comelier person of the
two, walked very erect for one of his age, and
his eyes were the most quick and piercing I ever
beheld. Aristotle stooped much, and made use of
a staff. His visage was meagre, his hair lank
and thin, and his voice hollow. I soon discovered
that both of them were perfect strangers to the
rest of the company, and had never seen or heard
of them before. And T had a whisper from a
ghost, who shall be nameless, that these commen-
tators always kept in the most distant quarters
from their principals in the lower world, through
a consciousness of shame and guilt, because they
had so horribly misrepresented the meaning of
those authors to posterity. I introduced Didy-
mus and Eustathius to Homer, and prevailed on
him to treat them better than. perhaps they de-
served, for he soon found they wanted a genius to
enter into the spirit of a poet. But Aristotle was
out of all patience with the account I gave him
of Scotus and Ramus, as T presented them to him,
and he asked them whether the rest of the tribe
were as great dunces as themselves.

I then desired the governor to call up Des-
cartes and (assendi, with whom T prevailed to
explain their systems of Aristotle. This great
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philosopher freely acknowledged his own mis-
takes in natural philosophy, because he proceeded
in many things upon conjecture, as all men must
do; and he found that Gassendi, who had made
the doctrine of Epicurus as palatable as he could,
and the vortices of Descartes were equally ex-
ploded. He predicted the same fate to attraction,
whereof the present learned are such' zealous as-
serters. He said that new systems of nature were
but new fashions, which would vary in every age;
and even those who pretend to demonstrate them
from mathematical principles would flourish but
a short period of time, and be out of vogue when
that was determined.

I spent five days in conversing with many oth-
ers of the ancient learned. I saw most of the first
Roman Emperors. T prevailed on the governor
to call up Eliogabalus’s cooks to dress us a din-
ner, but they could not show us much of their
skill for want of materials. A helot of Agesilaus
made us a dish of Spartan broth, but I was not
able to get down a second spoonful.

The two gentlemen who conducted me to the
island were pressed by their private affairs to re-
tarn in three days, which T employed in seeing
gome of the modern dead, who had made the
greatest figure for two or three hundred years
past, in our own and other countries of Europe;
and having been always a great admirer of old il-
lustrious families, I desired the governor would
call up a dozen or two of kings, with their ances-
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tors, in order, for eight or nine generations. But
my disappointment was grievous and unexpected :
for, instead of a long train with royal diadems, T
saw in one family two fiddlers, three spruce cour-
tiers, and an Italian prelate; in another a barber,
an abbot, and two cardinals. T have too great
a veneration for crowned heads to dwell any
longer on so nice a subject. But as to counts,
marquesses, dukes, earls, and the like, T was not
so scrupulous. And, I confess, it was not without
gome pleasure that I found myself able to trace
the particular features by which certain families
are distinguished up to their originals. I could
plainly discover from whence one family derives
a long chin, why a second hath abounded with
knaves for two generations, and fools for two
more ; why a third happened to be crack-brained,
and a fourth to be sharpers. Whenee it came,
what Polydore Virgil says of a certain great
house, Nec vir fortis, nec femina casta. How
cruelty, falsehood, and cowardice grew to be char-
acteristics, by which certain families are distin-
guished as much as by their coat of arms.

I was chiefly disgusted with modern history.
For, having strictly examined all the persons of
greatest name in the courts of princes for an hun-
dred years past, I found how the world had been
misled by writers, to ascribe the greatest exploits
in war to cowards, the wisest counsel to fools, sin-
cerity to flatterers, Roman virtue to betrayers of
their country, piety to atheists, truth to inform-
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ers: how many innocent and excellent persons had
been condemned to death or banishment, by the
practising of great ministers npon the corruption
of judges and the malice of factions: how many

villains had been exalted to the highest places of .

trust, power, dignity, and profit: how great a
share in the motions and events of courts, coun-
cils, and senates might be challenged by parasites
and buffoons. How low an opinion I had of hu-
man wisdom and integrity, when I was truly in-
formed of the springs and motives of great enter-
prises and revolutions in the world, and of the
contempiible accidents to which they owed their
suceess !

Here T discovered the roguery and igmorance
of those who pretend to write anecdotes, or secret
history ; who send so many kings to their graves
with a cup of poison; will repeat the discourse be-
tween a prince and chief minister, where no wit-
ness was by ; unlock the thoughts and cabinets of
ambassadors and secretaries of state; and have
the perpetual misfortune to be mistaken. Here
I discovered the true causes of many great events
that have surprised the world. A general con-
fessed in my presence, that he got a victory, purely
by the force of cowardice and ill conduct; and
an admiral, that, for want of proper intelligence,
he beat the enemy to whom he intended to betray
the fleet. Three kings protested to ‘me, that, in
their whole reigns, they did never once prefer any
person of merit, unless by mistake, or treachery
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of some minister in whom they confided; neither
would they do it, if they were to live again; and
they shewed with great strength of reason, that
the royal throne could not be supported without
corruption, becaunse that positive, confident, rest-
ive temper which virtue infused into man, was a
perpetual clog to public business.

I had the curiosity to inquire, in a particular
manner, by what method great numbers had pro-
cured to themselves high titles of honour and
prodigious estates; and | confined my enquiry
to a very modern period: however, without grating
upon present times, because I would be sure to
give no offence even to foreigners (for I hope the
reader need not be told, that T do not in the least
intend my own country in what T say upon this oc-
casion) a great number of persons concerned were
called up, and, upon a very slight examination,
discovered such a scene of infamy, that I cannot
reflect npon it without some seriousness. Per-
jury, oppression, subornation, fraud, pandarism,

‘and the like infirmities were amongst the most

excusable arts they had to mention, and for these
1 gave, as it was reasonable, due allowance. But
when some confessed they owed their greatness and
wealth to vice, others fo the betraying their coun-
try or their prince ; some to poisoning, more to the
perverting of justice, in order to destroy the in-
nocent: I hope I may be pardoned, if these discov-
eries inclined me a little to abate of that profound
veneration which I am naturally apt to pay to per-
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sons of high rank, who ought to be treated with
the utmost respect due to their sublime dignity
by us, their inferiors.

I had often read of some great services done to
princes and states and desired to see the persons
by whom those services were performed. Upon
inquiry, I was told that their names were to be
found on no record, except a few of them, whom
history hath represented as the vilest rogues and
traitors. As to the rest, T had never once heard
of them. They all appeared with dejected looks,
and in the meanest habit, most of them telling me
they died in poverty and disgrace, and the rest
on a secaffold or a gibbet.

Among others, there was one person whose case
appeared a little singular. He had a youth ahout
eighteen years old standing by his side. He told
me he had for many years been commander of a
ship; and, in the sea fight at Actium, had the good
fortune to break through the enemy’s great line
of battle, sink three of their capital’s ships, and
take a fourth, which was the sole cause of An-
thony’s flight, and of the victory that ensued;
that the youth standing by him, his only son, was
killed in the action. He added, that upon the
confidence of some merit, the war being at an end,
he went to Rome, and solicited at the court of
Angustus, to be preferred to a greater ship, whose
commander had been killed ; but, without any re-
gard to his pretensions, it was given to a youth
who had never seen the sea, the son of Libertina,
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who waited on one of the Emperor’s mistresses.
Returning back to his own vessel, he was charged
with neglect of duty, and the ship given to a
favourite page of Publicola, the vice-admiral;
whereupon he reiired to a poor farm, at a great
distance from Rome, and there ended his life. I
was so curious to know the truth of this story,
that I desired Agrippa might be called, who was
admiral in that fight. He appeared, and con-
firmed the whole account; but with much more
advantage to the captain, whose modesty had ex-
tenuated or concealed a great part of his merit.

I was surprised to find corruption grown so
high and so quick in that empire, by the foree of
luxury so lately introduced, which made me less
wonder at many parallel cases in other countries,
where vices of all kinds have reigned so much
longer, and where the whole praise, as well as pil-
lage, hath been engrossed by the chief commander,
who, perhaps, had the least title to either.

As every person called up made exactly the
same appearance he had done in the world, it gave
me melancholy reflections to observe how much
the race of human kind was degenerate among us,
within these hundred years past.

T descended so low, as to desire that some Eng-
lish yeomen, of the old stamp, might be sum-
moned to appear; once so famous for the simplic-
ity of the manmers, diet, and dress; for justice in
their dealings; for their true spirit of liberty; for
their valour and love of their country. Neither
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could I be wholly unmoved, after comparing the
living with the dead, when I considered how all
these pure native virtues were prostituted for a
piece of money by their grandchildren, who, in
selling their votes, and managing at elections,
have acequired every viee and corruption that can
possibly be learned in a court.

CHAPTER IX.

TrEe day of our departure being come, T taok
leave of his highness, the governor of Glubbdub-
dribb, and returned with my two companions to
Maldonada, where, after a fortnight’s waiting, a

ship was ready to sail for Luggnagg. The two
gentlemen, and some others, were so generous and
kind as to furnish me with provisions, and see me
on hoard. T was a month in this voyage. We
had one violent storm, and were under a neces-
sity of steering westward, to get into the trade-
wind, which holds for above sixty leagues. On
the 21st of April, 1708, we sailed in the River
Clumegnig, which is a seaport town, at the south-
east point of Tmggnagg. We cast anchor within
a league of the town, and made a signal for a
pilot. Two of them came on board in less than
half an hour, by whom we were guided between
certain shoals and rocks, which are very danger-
ous in the passage, to a large basin, where a fleet

A VOYAGE TO LAPUTA, ETC. 257
may ride in safety, within a cable’s length of the
town wall.

Some of our sailors, whether out of treachery
or inadvertence, had informed the pilots that T
was a stranger and a great traveller; whereof
these gave notice to a custom-house officer, by
whom 1 was examined very strictly upon my land-
ing. This officer spoke to me in the language of
Balnibarbi, which, by the force of much com-
merce, is generally understood in that town, es-
pecially by seamen, and those employed in the
customs. I gave him a short account of some par-
ticulars, and made my story as plausible and con-
sistent as I could; but I thought it necessary to
disguise my country, and call myself an Hollan-
der, because my intentions were for Japan, and
I knew the Dutch were the only Europeans per-
mitted to enter into that kingdom. I therefore
told the officer, that having been shipwrecked on
the coast of Balnibarbi, and cast on a rock, I was
received up into Laputa, or the fiying island (of
which he had often heard) and was now endeav-
ouring to get to Japan, from whence T might find
a convenience of returning to my own country.
The officer said, T must be confined till he could
receive orders from Court, for which he would
write immediately, and hoped to receive an an-
swer in a fortnight. T was earried to a convenient
lodging, with a sentry placed at the door; how-
ever, I had the liberty of a large garden, and was
treated with humanity enough, being maintained
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