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CHAPTER 1.

THE WORKSHOP.,

Wirrs a single drop of ink for a mirror,
cerer undertakes to reveal to any chance

visions of the past. This is what I undertake to do for you,

reader. With this drop of ink at the end of my pen I will

show you the roomy worksho /
p of Mr. Jonathan B -
penter and builder, in the village of H il

: 1ayslope, as it appe
Bogx 11 on the eighteenth of June, in the year of our Lord 1709
The afternoon sun was f

warm on the fiv
busy_upon doors and window-frames and Wai:sew;:ﬁgn? enAt::er:;;
of pine-wood from a tent-like pile of planks outside the open
door mmglegl itself with the scent of the elder-bushes which
Were spreading their summer snow close to the open window
oppo_sme; the slanting sunbeams shone through the transparent
sha.vmgs that flew before the steady plane, and lit up the fine
f::allln of the oak panelling which stood propped against the
doa i:la é)n a élea,p' of those soft shavings a rough gray shepherd-
nog s made h'm]self a pleasant bed, and was lying with his

S0 between his forepaws, oceasionally wrinkling his brows

::}ergst a g?ance'a b the tallest of the five workmen, who was

ie thl;lga S]Lleld in the centre of a wooden mantelpiece. It was

. § workman that the strong barytone belonged which was
eard above the sound of plane and hammer, singing, —

the Egyptian sor-
comer far-reaching

.
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