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Millicent was silent: SRS

“It is very tiresorie,” she said presently. “Of course
my father intended, ds you say, that his savings should
come to us, but I am sure he never meant that they
should be a bothet 8#id 4 trouble to us.”

“I don’t see Why they should ever be that, Millicent.
As it is we have both sufficient for anything any man or
woman could reasonably want, and neither of us need
fret over it if the treasure is never found. Still, he
wished us to have it, and it is properly ours, and I don’t
want it to go to enrich someone who has not a shadow of
a right to it.” 4

On the following morning Mark went to attend the
inquest on Bastow. He did not go into the court, how-
ever, but remained close at hand in the event of the
coroner insisting upon his being called. However, the
iwo men only spoke casually in their evidence of their
comrade Roberts, who had been also engaged in the
capture. One of the jurymen suggested that he should
also be called, but the coroner said:

“I really cannot see any occasion for it; we are here
to consider how the deceased came by his death, and I
think it must be perfectly clear that he came by it by
his own act. You have heard how he was captured, that
the spoils of the coach that he had just rifled were found
upon him, and that the booty he had been acquiring frem
his deeds for months past also was seized; therefore, as
the man was desperate, and knew well enough that his
life was forfeited, there was ample motive for his putting
an end to his wretched existence. I really do not think,
gentlemen, that it is worth while to waste your time and
mine by going into further evidence.”

Finally, a verdict of felo de se was returned, with a
strong expression of the jury’s admiration of the conduct
of constables Malcolm, Chester, and Roberts, who had so
cleverly effected the capture of the man who had so long
set the law at defiance.

CHAPTER XVIL

Four days later Mark, on his retura from dinner, found
Philip Cotter sitting in his room waiting for him. They
had met on the previous evening, and Cotter had expressed

_ his intention of ealling upon him the next day.

“I am here on a matter of business, Thorndyke,” the
latter said as they shook hands.

“ Of business! ” Mark repeated.

“Yes. You might guess for a year, and I don’t suppose
that you would hit it. It is rather a curious thing.
Nearly twenty years ago——"

“I can guess it before you go any further,” Mark
exclaimed, leaping up from the seat that he had just
taken. “ Your people received a box from India.”

“That is so Mark; although how you guessed it I don’t
know.” .

“We have been searching for it for years,” Mark
replied. “ Qur lawyer, Prendergast, wrote to you about
that box; at least, he wrote o you asking if you had any
property belonging to Colonel Thorndyke, and your people
wrote to say they hadn’t.”

“¥Yes, I remember I wrote to him myself. Of course
that was before you did me that great service, and I did

-not know your name, and we had not the name on our

books. What is in the box? ”

“Jewels worth something like fifty thousand pounds.”

“By Jove, I congratulate you, old fellow; that is to
say, if you have the handling of it. Well, this is what
happened. The box was sent to us by a firm in Calcutta,
together with hills for £50,000. The instructions were
that the money was to be invested in stock, and that we
were to manage it and to take £100 a year for so doing.
The rest of the interest of the money was to be invested.
The box was a very massive one, and was marked with
the letters X. Y. Z. It was very carefully sealed. Our
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instructions were that the owner of the box and the
money might present himself at any time.”

“ And that the proof of his ownership was to be that
he was to use the word ‘ Masulipatam,”” Mark broke in,
“and produce a gold coin that would, probably—though
of this T am not certain—correspond with the seals.” He

got up and went to the cabinet which he had brought up

with him from Crowswood, unlocked it, and produced the
piece of paper and the coin.

“Yes, that looks like the seal, Thorndyke. At any rate,
it is the same sort of thing. Why on earth didn’t you
come with it before, and take the things away? ”
~ “Simply because I did not know where to go to. My
uncle was dying when he came home, and told my father
about the treasure, but he died suddenly, and my father
did not know whether it was sent to England or com-
mitted to someone’s charge in India, or buried there.
We did the only thing we could, namely, inquired at all
the banks and agents here and at all the principal firms
in Madras and Calcutta to ask if they had in their

possession any property belonging to the late Colonel
Thorndyke.”

“You see, we did not know,” Cotter went on, “any
more than Adam, to whom the box belonged. Fortu-
nately, the agent sent in his communication a sealed let-
ter, on the .outside of which was written, ¢ This is to re-
main unopened, but if no one before that date presents
himself with the token and password, it is to be read on
the 18th of August, 1789 That was yesterday, you
know.”

“ Yes, that was my cousin’s eighteenth birthday. We
thought if my uncle had left the box in anyone’s charge
he would probably have given him some such instructions,
for at that time there was hard fighting in India, and he
might have been killed any day, and would therefore
naturally have made some provisions for preventing the
secret dying with him.”

“We did not think of it until this morning early,
though we have been rather curious over it ourselves.
When we opened it, inside was another letter addressed
¢ To be delivered to John Thorndyke, Esquire, at Crawley,
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near Hastings, or at Crowswood, Reigate, or in the event
of his death to his executors.” ”

“ T am one of his executors,” Mark said; ¢ Mr. Prender-
gast, the lawyer, is the other. I think I had better go
round to him to-morrow and open the letter there.”

% Oh, I should think you might open it at once, Thorn-
dyke. It will probably only contain instructions, and,
at any rate, as you have the coin and the word, you could
come round to-morrow morning and get the chest out if
you want it.” :

“T won’t do that,” Mark said; “the coffer contains
gems worth over £50,000, and I would very much rather
it remained in your keeping until I decide what to do
with it. How large is it?” T

“Tt is a square box, about a foot each way; angl it is
pretty heavy, probably from the setting of the jewels.
Well, anyhow, I am heartily glad, Thorndyke. I know,
of course, that you are well off, still £100,000—for the
money has doubled itself since we had it—to say nothing
of the jewels, is.a nice plum to drop into anyone’s
mouth.” :

“Very nice indeed, although only half of it comes to
me under my uncle’s will. To tell you the truth, I am
more glad that the mystery has been solved than at
getting the money; the affair was a great worry to my

father, and has been so to me. I felt that I ought to

search for the treasure, and yet the probability of finding
it seemed so small that I felt the thing was hopeless, and
that really the only chance was that my uncle would
have taken just the course he did, and have fixed some
date when the treasure should be handed over, if not asked
for. I rather fancied that it would not have been for
another three years, for that is when my cousin comes of
age.”

o What cousin do you mean?” Philip Cotter asked.
“T did not know you had one.”

“Well, that is at present a secret, Cotter—one of the
mysteries connected with my uncle’s will. For myself, I
would tell it in the market-place to-morrow, but- she
wishes it to be preserved at present; you shall certainly
know as soon as anyone. By the way, I have not seen
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you at Mrs. Cunningham’s for the last week, and you
used to be a pretty regular visitor.”

“No,” the young man said gloomily; “I don’t mind
telling you that Miss Conyers refused me a fortnight ago.
I never thought that I had much chance, but I had just
a shadow of hope, and that is at an end now.”

“ Perhaps in the future——" Mark suggested for the
sake of saying something.

“No; 1 said as much as that to her, and she replied
that it would always be the same, and T gathered from
her manner, although she did not exactly say so, that
there was someone else in the case, and yet I have never
met anyone often there.”

“ Perhaps you are mistaken,” Mark said.

“ Well, whether or not, there is clearly no hope for me.
I am very sorry, but it is no use moping over it. My
father and mother like her so much, and they are anxious
for me to marry and settle down; altogether, it would
have been just the thing. I do not know whether she
has any money, and did not care, for of course I shall
have plenty. I shall be a junior partner in another six
months; my father told me so the other day. He said
that at one time he was afraid that I should never come
into the house, for that it would not have been fair to
the others to take such a reckless fellow in, but that I
seemed to have reformed so thoroughly since that affair
that if T continued so for another six months they should
have no hesitation in giving me a share.”

It was too late to go up to Islington that evening. In
the morning Mark went with the still unopened letter to
the solicitor’s. The old lawyer congratulated him most
heartily when he told him of the discovery that he had
made.

“I am glad indeed, Mark; not so much for the sake
of the money, but because I was afraid that that con-
founded treasure was going to unsettle your life. When
a man once begins treasure-hunting it becomes a sort of
craze, and he can no more give it up than an opium
smoker can the use of the drug. Thank goodness, that is
over; so the capital amount is doubled, and you are
accordingly worth £70,000 more than you were this time
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yesterday—a fine windfalll Now let us see what your
iincle says.”

He broke the seal. The letter was a short one, and
began: i
“ My DeAR JOHN: : :

“Jf you have not, before you receive this, got my
treasure, you will get it on the 18th or 19th of August,
1789. I have made a will which will give you full instruc-
tions what to do with it. I may say, though, that I have
left it between a little daughter who was born six months
ago, and your son Mark. My own intentions are to stop
out here until I get the rank of general, and I have taken
the measures that I have done in case a bullet or a sharp
attack of fever carries me off suddenly. I hope that
you will have carried out the provisions of my will, and
I hope also that I shall have come home and talked the
whole matter over with you before I go under.

“ Your affectionate brother.”

“ A gingular man,” Mr. Prendergast said, as he laid the
letter dovgv.‘:ll on the table beside him. “What trouble
these crotchety people do give! I suppose you hav%’a,lto-
gether put aside that folly of his about the jewels?

“Well, no, I can’t say that I have, Mr. Prendergast.
Do you know that I have a fancy—it may only be a fancy,
but if so, I cannot shake it off—that I am watched by
Lascars. There was one standing at the corner of the
street as I came up this morning, and again and again I
have run across one, It is not always the same man, nor
have I any absolute reasons for believing that they are
watching me; still, somehow or other, I do come across
them more frequently than seems natural.” '

“ Pooh, nonsense, Mark! I should have thought that
you were too sensible a fellow to have such ridiculous
fancies in your head.”

“0f course, I should never have thought of such a
thing, Mr. Prendergast, if it had not been for what my
father told me, that my uncle was desperately in earnest
about it, and had an intense conviction thai someone
watched his every movement.”
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“ Don’t let us talk of such folly any longer,” the lawyer
said irritably. “Now that you have got the money, the
best thing you can do is to go at once and carry out
what was the wish both of your father and your uncle,
and ask your cousin to marry you; that will put an end
to the whole business, and I can tell you that I am
positively convinced that the day she gets twenty-one she
will renounce the property, and that if you refuse to take

< it she will pass it over to some hospital or other. You
cannot do better than prevent her from carrying out
such an act of folly as that, and the only way that I can
see is by your marrying her. I gathered from what you
said when I gave you the same advice at Reigate that you
liked her and should have done it had it not been for her
coming into the estate instead of you. Well, you are now
in a position to ask her to marry you without the possi-
bility of its being supposed that you are a fortune-
hunter.”

“I will think about it, Mr. Prendergast. Of course
this money does make a considerable difference in my
position; however, I shall do nothing until I have got the
Jewels off my hands.”

“Well, a couple of days will manage that,” the lawyer
said; “you have only got to take the box to a first-class
jeweler, and get him to value the things and make you an
offer for the whole of them.”

Mark did not care to press the subject, and on leaving
went to Cotter’s Bank. He was at once shown into his
friend’s room, and the latter took him to his father.

“It is curious, Mr. Thorndyke,” the latter said heartily,
“that we should haye been keeping your money all this
time without having the slightest idea that it belonged
to you. We are ready at once to pay it over to your
order, for if you pronounce the word you know of, and
I find that the coin you have corresponds with the seal
on the box, the necessary proof will be given us that you
have authority to take it away. I have had the box
brolu’ght up this morning, so that we can compare the
seal.” 7

The box was taken out of the strong safe, and it was at
once seen that the coin corresponded with the seals.
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1 will leave it with you for the present, Mr. Cotter;
it cgnr;ins a large amount of jewels, and until 1 Illmvcf
decided what to do with them I would rather leave them;
it would be madness to have £50,000 worth of gems !m
a London lodging, even for a single night. As to tli-
money, that also had better remain as it is at pll'esen :
invested. As I told your son—that and the jewels are:
the joint property of myself and another. 1 darfe sa?}r
that in a few days half of the money will be trans gljre
to the name of the other legatee; that can be easily done.
T shall get my lawyer, Mr. Prendergast, to call u-ponlyoui..
Mr. Cotter. I suppose it would be better that some deg{:: :
proof that we’ are entitled to the money should be

iven.” as e

< lad to see him and to take his instructions,
the %:ﬁ]ﬁgrbsea:?d; “Pput in point of fact I regard the lprop-r
erty as yours; I have nothing to do with wil ds tﬁr
other arrangements. I simply received the box an g te
cash with an order that they should b:s delivere 0
whomsoever should come with the word Masuhpatamd
and a coin to match the seals. That you have done, ﬁnll
with subsequent dispositions I have no concern. Ihs aicl ;
be happy to keep this box for you as long as you fm ou1
think proper; and I have also written out an ac olw -
edgement that I hold securities of the tg?lue, at the ¢ dosi
ing prices yesterday, of £103,000 16s.;” and he hande

he paper to Mark.

: Ag tll):ze latter left the bank he looked up and down tiﬁi
street, and muttered an angry exclamation as he caqgt -
gight of a rough-looking fellow just tfurning a corner 11;1 z
a%ide street. The glance was so momentary a one t a‘
he could not say whether }fhehman W.ag',[J a colrored seaman;

ertainly thought that he was a Lascar.

bu:n‘ llleaizrg?r}g t%o hgve trouble about that bracelet,” he
said to himself, as he hailed a hackney coach and tollld
him to drive to Islington. “I am convinced that the
Colonel was right, and that there are some men c_)v%r in
this country with the fixed purpose of seeing what is E?ne
with those jewels, and obtaining them if possible. : 01\:7
they could tell that they were deposited at Cotter’s k;a 8
me altogether. It may be indeed that they really knew
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nothing about it, and have simply been’ watching me.
They can hardly have been watching me for the last nine
months, and yet, curiously enough, though I have never
given the matter a thought since, Charley Gibbons said
that it was a dark-colored man who brought the news
that took them to my rescue and saved my life. I have
often run against Lascars, and if they have taken this
trouble all along, now that they have seen me come out
of the bank, I shall be watched night and day.

“It is a creepy sort of idea. I should not be afraid of
any number of them if they attacked me openly; but
there is no saying what they might do. I wish Ramoo
had been here. I would have consulted him about it;
but as I got a letter from him only last week saying that
he had, on the day of writing it, arrived in Calcutta, it
is of no use wishing that. At any rate, I cannot doj
better than stick to the plan that my uncle sketched out,
and take them across to Amsterdam. It would be very
unfair to take them to any jeweler here. He might have
them in his possession for a week or ten days before he
made me any definite offer for them, and during that
time I would not give a fig for his life. If I distribute
the stones at Amsterdam they would hardly set about
attacking twelve diamond merchants one affer another.
Well, at any rate, I must say nothing about the affair to
Millicent and Mrs. Cunningham. It was bad enough m
running risks in the pursuit of Bastow; but this would
be ten times worse, and I know Millicent would be for
letting the things remain for good at the banker’s. But

have no idea of allowing myself to be frightened by two
or three black scoundrels into throwing away £50,000.”

Mrs. Cunningham and Millicent were sitting in their
bonnets in the parlor.

“Here you are at last, sir,” the girl said. “ Another
five minutes, and we should have gone out. You told us
that you would come early, and now it is twelve o’clock;
and you are generally so punctual in your appointments,
What have you got to say for yourself? ”

“ A good many things have happened since then, Milli-

cent. Last night your friend Mr. Cotter called upon
me'”
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] do you say my friend? He was your fnen,fl,
and ms ent:’irrely t}frough you that we knew hl]I.l at a&ll.he

“VWell, we will say ‘our friend,’ Millicent; alﬁ 5
made a communication to me that this morning I 1511_ 0

o to Mr. Prendergast and make a commupma_tmn?t’? lelnl

« What do you mean by your communications? i k];
cent asked, laughing. “You are quite mysterious, a&' .

« And then I had to go,” he went on, without heebnﬁgl
her interruption, “to Cotter’s Bank, where 1 sav; 1:ho
our friend and his father, and there is the result o fﬁe
communications and that interview; and he threw the
page%f}gthgzés it mean? ” she asked in astonishment, after

1 it.
'gl:ﬂlﬁ,n gngflzugi}ilear, that your father took exactly the
precautions T thought he would take, and after Sefd;ig
his money and jewels home, he sent a sealed letter 0(1 tg
firm with whom he deposited them, which happened to
be Cotter’s, with instructions that should no one gresentu
himself . with the word and coin by the 18th Otfd uglz.;e}a1 >
1789—that is to say, on your eighteenth birt da'y;—ou-
envelope should be opened; it was so opened, aﬁl it c s
tained a letter that was to be sent to my fat er.%, or,
the case of his death before that date, ‘E‘o his executors. -
« How wonderful! ” the girl said. “I had quite %we
up all idea of it. But ]I]l:W‘ is it?t,l}at it came to be so
? they sold the jewels! :
m?‘e}}}‘o; ])?:\zesee )irt is the gompound interest going 101:1
for seventeen years, and perhaps some rise In the value
of the securities, that has doubled the orlgmalhsm_;l 1§-.
vested. As for the jewels, I have left them at t ef an s
T should not care about having £50,000 worth 11: 1;suc‘1
things in my rooms an}dl I sh_cg;lﬂd ”not thmk that yo
i them here, either. :
Wo‘tﬂ((}ieg};?nﬁ;}f;t‘i” Mrs. Cuﬁningham said emphatically;
“you did quite right, Mark. I don’t think T could &:lee(}i),
even if you had half a dozen of your detective friends
he house.” :
Pof"tg{:iﬁoﬁniﬁppose we shall have a chance of seeing
? ” Millicent said. : g
tht‘?‘naertgill?llﬁe It can make an appointment with Philip
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Cotter for you see them at the bank; or if T t
to a jeweler to value, you could see them therea.kegﬁfnll
s}}:ould think that the bank would be the best. I am sure
tfat Cotter would put his room at your disposal, and
of course, if 'you would like to have some of them for
y];)urse]f you 9ould select any you liked, but I expect
} adt they won’t look much in their present settings; the
]:}1 1an jewelers have not the knack of setting off éems
owever, there is no hurry about them one way or
?nother. The money, I have told Cotter’s father shall,
]??Jn ’éhe present, remain as it is invested; it is all 'in the
e _st, Cotter said, for although the instructions were
jusat 'Lflie JVEE ggr}%% é)ut mlt.o good securities, he did not feel
eculi i i i
Government stock.P BIL&{)I?;%U::St&DCGS s

I gast is quite of opini
that it would be better to make no changg untiloyoﬁlpgélel{el

of age. I did not know whether it ti
you would wait till th
f)%ri E?’me purpose or other you might want to u;e sofx?é
yﬁi{f@ﬁ ;hrugged her shoulders.
ik 1 would much rather have had just th
I had before, Mark; all this will be a gre]'at nuigailg: e¥
am sure. I think there ought to be a law against women

ﬁe:;gg more than £20,000, whether in money or in

Mark laughed.

“It would be a bad thing for spendthrift youn
Ei;lt’gggelsm?fnih How are they toppay oft thgir'dgb’?sﬁglfd
i ere w i i
exchfnge N title?”ere no heiresses ready to do so in
_“It would be a good thing for them, I consider,”
girl said indignantly. “In the first ];lace, they ;vmtz}llg
not impoverish themselves if they knew that there was
no way of building up their fortune again, and in the
next place, if they did ruin themselves they would have
to either set to work to earn an honest living or blow
out their brains, if they have any to blow out. I can
assure you that I don’t feel at all exultant at getting all
this money, and I think that my father was quite right
in wishing that I should know nothing about it until I
married; but, on the other hand, I am heartily glad, more

ey, g pad P
i giiet, —

kit b

j
L
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glad than I can say, Mark, that you have come into your
share.”

«T am glad for one reason, Millicent; that is, that
this must put an end to the ridiculous idea you have of
giving up Crowswood. Your father has made me rich
beyond anything I could possibly have expected from him.
T suddenly find myself a wealthy man, and I can buy
another estate for myself worth more than Crowswood if

 inclined to settle down as a squire; therefore your theory

fhat 1 have been disappointed in not inheriting what I
thought was my father’s estate falls to the ground alto-
gether. In no case would I ever have accepted your
sacrifice. If you had liked to hand it over to St. Bar-
tholomew’s or Guy’s Hospital, or to give it away to any
other charity, 1 would not have prevented you, but I
would never have accepted it for myself. Now, thank
goodness, the question cannot arise; for you must see
that, even lookimg at the matter from a purely business
point of view, I have benefited to an enormous and alto-
gether unexpected extent by your father’s will, and if
any contest between us could arise it should be on the
ground that he has acted unfairly to you by giving me
so large a proportion of the money that, in the course of
nature, you should have inherited. It was not even as if
he had known and liked me, for I wasg but four years old
at the time he wrote the letter saying that ‘I was to share
the money and jewels with you.”

« You are very obstinate and very disagreeable, Mark,”
she said, with tears in her eyes.

“T think the obstinacy has been principally on your
side, Millicent; though certainly I should not think of say-
ing that you have been disagreeable. It has been an
excess of kindheartedness on your part, and you have
resolutely closed your eyes to the fact that, had I been
willing to take advantage of your generosity, I should have
Jacked the courage to do so, for I should have been pointed
at wherever I went, as a mean fellow who took advantage
of his little cousin’s romantic generosity. Pray, dear, let
us say no more about it. We are two rich young people;
we have both an estate; yours, I grant, is the larger, but
if T choose I can increase mine, until it is quite as large as
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Crowswood. We can be better fri
; riends than we h
fgr fahe last year, because this point of dispuxeha?:lgeaez
8 '(i? between us and made us uncomfortable. Now gu
:?hetllige 20 th'ui.lk over what you would like done, and
Heinas you wish any change made in your manner of
“Did you tell Mr. Cotter,” Milli
: icent 1
pause, “ that I had a half-share in the mo:?;l}g?h’?d, s
i ll'ﬂ;loil that was a matter for you to decide, not for me
was im that I was only a half-shareholder, but there
i no “?}fcesslty to say who it was who had the other
! my. L i;rt gli‘;;:dtilktmlg) iohPh(iili&) Cotter, the words
I ut, but he did not associate it i
?.JIIY way with you. Tt might have been the son of an;thlelll'
r?‘tll:zert }?rtOf a sister of my father’s.”
n that case, the wi i
W"illlwe,hMrs. Cu,nuingil;.vri ?“:!1 certainly make no change,
“I think, Millicent, that Mr. Prend
: th ! ergast and
_mél probably be of opinion that you ouiht ]:(?W ?{f)[a;];
in Iioclilu(}:fq regularly into society. The fact that you are
a rich heiress might, as your father so much wished
r%mai];n a secret. But it is one thing having this blazoned
a hou and quite another for you to be living quietly here
;v_ere, with the exception of Mr. Cotter and a few other
nsnd}i, you have no society whatever. Certainly it was
not the wish of your father that you should remain
unmarried. You are quite pretty and nice enough to be
sought for yourself alone, and I must say that I think
now] that you have finished with your various masters it
Wo:ll d be well that you should go out a good deal more
321&:;}11]1’%8&9& a fﬁrst step we should go down to Bath this
3 ad of pa isi
o paying another visit to Weymouth, as we
“I don’t want any change at all, M i
If T am to get married I shgll e e
shilanot ¢ Eet annied all be married; if I am not I
ut for all that, Millicent,” Mark sai
: all ‘ aid,  Mrs.
Cunningham is right. We quite )agree that there is ;o
occasion whatever for you to go about labeled ¢ A good
estate and over £70,000 in cash,’ but I do think that it
is right that you should go into society. With the

g T s et
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exception of Philip Cotter, Dick Chetwynd, and two or
+hree other of my friends, you really know very few
people. You have now gone out of mourning, and I
think that Mrs. Cunningham’s proposal that you should
go down to Bath is a very good one. I shall not be sorry
for a change myself, for I have been engrossed in my
work for a long time now. I can go down a day or two
before you, and get you comfortable lodgings, and will
myself stay at a hotel. Although I have no intimate
friends beyond those from Reigate, I know a large number
of men of fashion from meeting them at the boxing
schools and other places, and could introduce you both,
and get you into society.”

“T am altogether opposed to the idea,” Millicent said
decidedly. “You want to trot me out like a horse for
sale.”

“No, Millicent,” Mark said calmly. “I only want you
4o have the same advantages that other girls have,
neither more nor less, and for you to enjoy yourself as
others do. There is nothing undignified or objectionable
about that, especially as we are agreed that nothing shall
be said about your fortune. Well, we will think it over.
Mr. Prendergast and I certainly do not wish to act as
tyrants, and there is no occasion to come to a decision in
2 hurry. We have only discovered our good fortune to-
day, and can scarcely appreciate the difference that it will
make to us. We can think over what will be for the best
at our leisure, and see if we cannot hit upon some plan
that will be agreeable to you.”

« Thank you, Mark,” she said gratefully. “Iam afraid
that you must think me very disagreeable and cross;
but though you, as a man, have not the same sort of feel-

ings, I can assure you that I feel all this money and so
on 1o be a heavy burden; and were it not for your sake T
could wish heartily that this treasure had never been
discovered at all.”

«] can quite understand that,” he said quietly. “ At

“ the present moment, even, I do not see that it will be of
much advantage to me; but it may be that some day I
shall see it in a different light. It has come upon mS
almost as suddenly as it has upon you. I thought that
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tained must be put aside. I had never told you I loved
you when 1 seemed to be the heir of the property and
you only the daughter of an old comrade of his, and T

. saw that were I to speak now, when you were the heiress,

it could not but appear to you that it was the estate and
not you that I wanted, and I felt my lips were sealed for-
ever. Mr. Prendergast said that day when he came down
to the funeral, and you told him that you would not take
the property, that it might be managed in another way,
and you said that you did not want to be married for
your money; $0 you see you saw it in exactly the same
light as I did.

“ My first thought this morning, when Mr. Cotter told
me that the money had mounted up to over £100,000, was
that it would unseal my. lips. You were still better off .
than 1 was, but the difference was now immaterial. I was
a rich man, and had not the smallest occasion to marry
for money. Whether I married a girl without a penny,
or an heiress, could make but little difference to me, as
T have certainly no ambition to become a great landowner.
T still think that it would have been more fair to you to

ive you the opportunity of seeing more of the society
of the world before speaking to you, but you see you are
opposed to that, and therefore it would be the same did
1 wait patiently another year, which I don’t think T
<hould be able to do. I love you, Millicent. Tt is only
during the past eighteen months, when I have thought
that T had lost you, that I have known how much I love
you, and how much my happiness depends upon you. I
can truly say that were you penniless, it would make 1o
shadow of difference to me. It is no longer a question
of arranging matters comfortably: it is a question of
love. The estate is nothing tc me. It never has been

anything, and it does not count at all in the scale. I
hope that you will put it altogether out of your mind in
giving me an answer; and that if you cannot say as
truly and wholly as I do, <1 love you,” that you will
say as frankly as you have always spoken to me, el
love you very much as a cousin, Mark, but not in that
wa .) 22

The girl had sat perfectly quiet while he was speaking.
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hHe gvas standing before her now, and he took one of her
ands.

“1 love you, dear; I love you with all my heart. Do you
love me?”

Then she looked up and rose to her feet, and placed
both hands upon his s%oulders. : g

“ As you love me, so I love you, Mark.”

After that, conversation languished till Mrs. Cunning-
ham came into the room, five minutes later.

“We have come to the conclusion, Mrs. Cunningham,”

he said, “that there will be no necessity for the visit to
Bath. Millicent is otherwise provided for; she has
promised to be my wife.”
_ “Iam glad, Mark, glad indeed! ” and she took Millicent
in her arms and kissed her tenderly. “I have all along
hoped for it, but I began to be afraid that you were
both such obstinate young people that it would never
come about. I know that your father wished it, Mark,
and he told me that his brother had said that it would
be a good arrangement if some day you should come fo
like each other. I have guessed for the last year, and,
indeed, before then, that Millicent would not say ‘ No’ if
you ever asked her; but this stupid estate seemed to
stand in the way. Of late, I have even come to hope that
the obstinate girl would keep to her intention, and that
if, as T knew would be the case, you refused to take the
estate, she would give it away to some charity. In that
case, there could be nothing to prevent your speaking;
and even then you would have been hetween you very
fairly equipped with this world’s goods. However, the
present is a far better solution, and the discovery of the
treasure has saved you from three years’ waiting before
things were straightened out. I feel as if I were her
mother, Mark, having had her in my charge since she
was a baby; and as she grew up it became my fondest
hope to see you united some day, and I think that I
am almost as pleased that my hope has been fulfilled as
you are yourselves.”

CHAPTER XVIIL

APrER thinking over the best way in which to set about
the work of carrying the diamonds to Amsterdam, Mark
decided upon asking the advice of his late chief. The
latter said, as Mark entered his room:

«7 did not expect to see you here again, Mr. Thorn-
dyke.”

“Y¥ell, sir, T have come to ask your advice about an-
other matter altogether.”

% What is it now? ”

«T have to convey a diamond bracelet of very great .
value across to Amsterdam. I have reasons to believe
that there is a plot to seize it on the way, and that the
men engaged will hesitate at nothing to achieve their
object. Under these circumstances I should be very
much obliged if you will tell me what would be the best
course to pursue. I must say that the bracelet is, with
many other jewels, in a strong teak box of about a foot
square, at present in the possession of our bankers; they
were brought from India by my uncle. I imagine that
the rest of the jewels are of comparatively little impor-
tance in the eyes of these men, though doubtless they
would take them also if they lay their hands on them.
The bracelet, however, is of special interest to them, not
so much for its intrinsic value, as because it was stolen
from one of their sacred idols.

“This was about twenty years ago; but I have reason
to believe that the search for it om the part of some
Hindoos connected with the temple has never ceased.
The soldier who took it was murdered; his comrade, into
whose hands they next passed, was also murdered. They
next came to my uncle, who forwarded it at once to
England. His bungalows were searched again and again,
until probably the fellows came to the conclusion that
he must have either buried it or sent it away. Neverthe-
less, to the day of his death he was firmly convinced that.
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