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them push off, the Rajah, his sons, and Dick returned to the
palace. Here for a couple of hours he held a sort of audience,
and gave his advice to the townspeople and others who came,
in considerable numbers, to consult with him. When this
was done they went into the courtyard, where all was ready
for their departure.

The troop had, during the past week, been raised to two
hundred men, many of the young cultivators coming cagerly
forward as soon as they heard that the Rajah was going to
increase his troop, being anxious to take a share in the advent-
ures that might be looked for, and to avenge the sufferings
that had been inflicted on their friends by Hyder’s marauders.
They were a somewhat motley troop, but this mattered little,
as uniformity was unknown among the forces of the native
princes. ‘The majority were stout young fellows. All pro-
vided their own horses and arms, and although the former
lacked the weight and bone of English cavalry horses, they
were capable of performing long journeys and of existing on
rations on which an English horse would starve.

All were well armed, for any deficiency had been made up
from the Rajah’s store, and from this a large number of guns
had, three days before, been distributed among such of the ryots
as intended to take to the hills on the approach of the enemy:.
Ammunition had also been distributed among them. Every
man in the troop carried a shield and tulwar, and on his
back was slung a musket or spear ; and there were few with-
out pistols in their girdles. They rode half-way to Conjeve-
ram, and stopped for the night at a village—the men sleep-
ing in the open air, while the Rajah, his sons, and Dick were
entertained by the chief man of the place. The next after-
noon they rode into Conjeveram, where, just at sunset, the
boats also arrived.

The troop encamped outside the town, while the Rajah and
his party occupied some rooms that had been secured before-
hand for them. In the morning the ladies proceeded in a
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native carriage with the troop, an officer and ten men follow-
ing, in charge of the bullock-carts containing the baggage.
On reaching Madras, they encamped on the Maidan—a large
open space used as a drill-ground for the troops garrisoned
there—and the Rajah and his party established themselves in
the house occupied by him on the occasion of his last visit.
‘I'he next day the Rajah went to the Government House and
had an interview with the deputy-governor.

¢« I think,”’ the latter said, after some conversation, ‘¢ that
your troop of cavalry will be of little use to the Nabob. If
‘I'ippoo comes down from the hills, he will not beable to take
the field against him, and will need all his forces to defend
Arcot, Vellore, and his smaller forts, and cavalry would be of
no real use to him. Your troop would be of much greater
utility to the battalions from Bengal when they arrive; they
will be here in three weeks or so, and as soon as they come I
will attach you to them. I will write to the Nabob, saying
that you were about to join him, but that, in the interest of the
general defence, I have thought it better at present to attach
you to the Bengal contingent. You see, they will be entirely
new to the country, and it will be a great advantage to them
to have a troop like yours, many of whom are well acquainted
with the roads and general geography of the country. Your
speaking English, too, will add to your usefulness.’’

¢ T have a nephew with me who speaks English perfectly,
and also Hindustani,”’ the Rajahsaid. ¢ He is a smart young
fellow, and I have no doubt that the officer in command would
be able to make him very useful. He is eager to be of service.
His father, who was an Englishman, was wrecked some years
ago on the west coast, and sent up a prisoner to Mysore ; he
was not one of those handed over at the time of the peace,
but whether he has been murdered, or is still a prisoner in
Tippoo’s hands, we do not know. My sister came out with
the boy, three or four months ago, to endeavour to obtain some
news of him,”’
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‘1 will make a note of it, Rajah; I have no doubt that he
will be of great use to Colonel Cockerell.”’

In the last week in July the Rajah moved with his troop to
Conjeveram, and on the 1st of August the Bengal forces ar-
rived there. They were joined at once by three regiments of
Europeans, one of native cavalry, and a strong force of artil-
lery, raising their numbers to nine thousand five hundred men.
Colonel Kelly took command of the force, and begged the
Rajah to advance with his horsemen at once to the foot of the
ghauts, to break it up into half-troops, and to capture or de-
stroy any small parties of horse Tippoo might send down by
any of the passes to reconnoitre the country and ascertain the
movements and strength of the British forces. He was also to
endeavour to obtain as much information as he could of what
was going on in Mysore, and to ascertain whether Tippoo was
still with his army, watching General Meadows in the west,
or was moving as if with the intention of taking advantage of
the main force of the English being away south to descend
into the Carnatic.

The order was a very acceptable one to the Rajah. His
troop made a good appearance enough when in company with
those of the Nabob of Arcot, but he could not but feel that
they looked a motley body by the side of the trained native
and European troops; and he was frequently angered by hear-
ing the jeering comments of English soldiers to each other
when he rode past them with his troop, and had not a little
astonished the speakers more than once by turning round on
his horse and abusing them hotly in their own language. He
was therefore glad to be off. For such work his men were far
better fitted than were even the native cavalry in the Com-
pany’s service. They were stout, active fellows, accustomed
to the hills, and speaking the dialect used by the shepherds
and villagers among the ghauts. Proceeding northward
through Vellore, he there divided his force into four bodies ;
he himself with fifty men took up a position at the mouth of
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the pass of Amboor; another fifty were sent to the pass of
Moognee, to the west of Chittoor, under the command of An-
war, the captain of the troop. The rest were distributed
among the minor passes.

Dick remained with his uncle, who established himself in a
village seven miles up the pass. He was well satisfied with
the arrangement, for he was anxious to learn to go about
among the hills as a spy, and was much more likely to get
leave from his uncle to do so than he would have been from
any of the officers of the troop, who would not have ventured
to allow the Rajah’s nephew to run into danger ; in the second
place, his especial friend among the officers, a youth named
Surajah, son of Rajbullub, was with the detachment. Surajah
had been especially picked out by the Rajah as Dick’s com-
panion ; he generally joined him in his rides, and they had
often gone on shooting excursions among the hills. He was
about three years Dick’s senior, but in point of height there
was but little difference between them.

Every day half the troop, under an officer, rode up the pass
until within a mile of the fort near the summit, garrisoned by
Mysorean troops. They were able to obtain but little infor-
mation, for the villages towards the upper end of the pass were
all deserted and in ruins, the inhabitants never having vent-
ured back since Hyder’s invasion. The Rajah was vexed at
being able to learn nothing of what was passing on the plateau,
and was therefore more disposed than he might otherwise have
been to listen to Dick’s proposal.

“«Don’t you think, uncle,”’ the latter said one evening,
¢that T might try to learn something by going up-with Su-
rajah alone? We could strike off into the hills as if on a
shooting expedition, just as we used to do from Tripataly, ex-
cept that I should stain my face and hands. The people in
the villages on the top of the ghauts are, every one says, sim-
ple and quiet; they have no love for Tippoo or Mysore, but
are content to pay their taxes and to work quietly in their




102 THE TIGER OF MYSORE

fields. There will be little fear of our heing interfered with
by them.”’ 5

: ““ You 7might find a party of Tippoo’s troops in one of the
villages, Dick, and get into trouble.’’

‘I don’t see why we should, uncle. Of course we should
not go up dressed as we are, but as shikarees, and when we
went into a village, should begin by asking whether the peo-
ple are troubled with any tigers in the neighbourhood. You
see, I specially came out here to go into Mysore in disguise
and I should be getting a little practice in this way szide‘;
obtaining news for you.’’ e

‘1 am certainly anxious to get news, Dick. So far, I have
had nothing to send down, except that the reports (’rom all
the passes agree in saying that they have learned nothing of
any movement on the part of Tippoo, and that no spies haa\'e
come down the passes, or any armed party whatever. This is
good so far as it goes, but it only shows that the other paqsc;;
are, like this, entirely deserted. Therefore we really ];1;0\;'
nothing whatever. Even at this moment Tippoo may have
fifty thousand men gathered on the crest of the hills ready to
pour down to-morrow through one of the passes ; El;ld there-
fore, as I do not think you would be running any great dan-
ger,‘I_ consent to your going with Surajah on a scouting ex-
pedition on foot among the hills. As you say, you must 6[
course, disguise yourselves as peasants ; you had better, in :ad—
dmor{ to your guns, each take a brace of pistols, and so’armed.
even if any of the villagers were inclined to be hostile, they
would not care about intetfering with you.”’ .

“ Thank you, uncle. When would you expect us back, if
we start to-morrow morning ? ”’ :

£ That_ must be entirely in your hands, Dick; you would
hard!y clllmb the ghauts and light upon a village in one day
and it might be necessary to go farther before you could obtai r;
any news. Itis a broken country, with much jungle for some
distance beyond the hills, and the villages lying o?f the roads
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will have but little communication with each other, and might
know nothing whatever of what was happening in the culti-
vated plains beyond. At any rate, you must not go into any
villages on the roads leading to the heads of the passes; for
there are forts everywhere and you would be certain to find
parties of troops stationed in them. Even before war broke
out, I know that this was the case, as they were stationed there
to prevent any captives, native or European, escaping from
Mysore. You must, therefore, strictly avoid all the main
roads, even though it may be necessary to proceed much farther
before you can get news. I should think if we say three days
going and as many returning, it will be as little as we can
count upon, and T shall not begin to feel at all uneasy if you
do not reappear for a week. It isof no use your returning
without some information as to what is going on in Mysore,
and it would be folly to throw away your work and trouble,
when in another day or two you might get the news you want.
I shall therefore leave it entirely to your discretion.”

Greatly pleased at having succeeded beyond his expecta-
tions, Dick at once sought out Surajah. The latter was very
gratified when he heard that he was to accompany the young
Sahib on such an expedition, and at once set about the neces-
sary preparations. There was no difficulty in obtaining in
the village the clothes required for their disguises, and one of
the sheep intended for the following day’s rations was killed,
and a leg boiled.

¢¢ [f we take, in addition.to this, ten pounds of flour, a gourd
of ghee, and a little pan for frying the cakes in, we shall be
able to get on, without having to buy food, for four or five
days ; and of course, when we are once among the villages, we
shall have no difficulty in getting more. You had Dbetter cut
the meat off the bone and divide it in two portions, and divide
the flour too ; then we can each carry our share.”

¢ T will willingly carry it all, Sahib.”’
¢ Not at all, Surajah; we will each take our fair share.
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You see, we shall have a gun, pistols, ammunition, and a tul-
war ; and that, with seven or eight pounds of food each, and
our water-bottles, will be quite enough to carry up the ghauts.
The only thing we want now is some stain.”’

“I will get something that will do, and bring it with me in
the morning, Sahib ; it won’t take you a minute to puton. I
will come for you at the first gleam of daylight."’

Dick returned to the cottage he occupied with his uncle,
and told him what preparations they had made for their jour-
ney; and they sat talking over the details for another hour.
The Rajah’s last words as they lay down for the night were,
““ Don’t forget to take a blanket each ; you will want it for
sleeping in the open, which you will probably have to do sev-
eral times, although you may occasionally be able to find shel-
ter in a village.”’

By the time the sun rose the next morning, they were well
upon their way. They had a good deal of toilsome climbing,
but by nightfall had surmounted the most difficult portions of
the ascent, and encamped, when it became dark, in a small
wood. Here they lighted a fire, cooked some cakes of flour,
and, with these and the cold meat, made a hearty meal.
They had during the day halted twice, and had Dbreakfasted
and lunched off some bread, of which they had brought suffi-
cient for the day’s journey.

““ I suppose there is no occasion to watch, Surajah ? ’

¢“1 don’t know, Sahib ; I do not think it will be safe for us
both to sleep. There are, as you know, many tigers among
these hills, and though they would not approach us as long as
the fire is burning brightly, they might steal up and carry one
of us off when the fire gets low. I will therefore watch.”’

““ I certainly should not let you do that, without taking my
turn,”” Dick said ; ““and 1 feel so tired with the day’s work
that I do not think I could keep awake for ten minutes. It
would be better to sleep in a tree than that.”’

““You would not get much sleep in a tree, Sahib. I have
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done it once or twice, when I have been hunting in atigerr-m-
fested neighbourhood, but I got scarcely any sleep, anl(cl1 “atslsct
stiff in the morning that I could hardly walk. I \i.'ou i rather
sit up all night and keep up a good fire, than do that. -
Dick thought for a minute or two, a?.nd then' got up a}

walked about under the trees, keeping his eyes fixed upon the
bm‘r‘lfl‘hl?fso:;?{?e;g,” he said at last. *¢ C_ome her‘e, Surajah.
There ; do you see those two branches coming out 11; the samte
direction. At one point they are but‘ ﬁve'or smleTt ::quatrh(.3
We might fasten our blankets side l);_( side with the ?e 12} oaS -
straps of our water-bottles and the sthngs of the gunsd, ]s o
make what are called on board a ship hammocks, and hie
perfectly safe and comfortable.”

Surajah nodded. : :
“l 1I Illave a coil of leather thong, Sahib; I thought that it

mieht be useful if we wanted to bind a prisoner, or for any
= -5 2 G LR
to my waist-sash.
other purpose, so I stuffed it in ; :

£t ’I};mtpic; g,ood ; let us lose no time, for I am quite ready
for sleep. I will climb up first.”’ :

In te}r)x minutes the blankets were securely fastened side by
side, between the branches. Surajah descended, thre.w a}l:—
othe,r armfil of wood on to the fire, placed their meat in }_t, z
crutch of a bough six feet above the ground, and thgn c.hm e
the tree again ; thus they were soon lying 51_de by side in t}l‘xe]‘r
blankets. These bagged rather inconveniently under their
weight, but they were too tired to mind t.rlﬁes, Fmd were }:f.ery
soon fa’.st asleep. Dick did not wake until Surajah called‘ 1m(i
lIt was already broad daylight ; his compamgn ha}ii shppgn

i irre bers of the fire, thrown
down quietly, stirred up the em . o ;
more \\?Dod a,nd cooked some chupatties before waking him.

¢t Tt is too bad, Surajah,’’ Dick said, as he logked} ;ﬂc::izt;

i 5 se bla ;

¢ you ought to have woke me. I will unfastet; ft qfq”
before I get down ; it will save time after hrlea ast. i
Half-an-hour later they were again on their way, and short-
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ly came upon a boy herding some goats ; he looked doubtfully
at them, but, seeing that they were not Mysorean soldiers, he
did not attempt to fly.

‘““ How far is it to the next village, lad? *’ Surajah asked,
““and which is the way? We are shikarees.
tigers about? *’

““ Plenty of them,”’ the boy said. ¢ I drive the goats to
a strong, high stockade every evening, and would not come
out before the sun rose for all the money they say the sultan
has. Make for that tree, and close to it you will see a spring.
Follow that down ; it will take you to the village.”’

After walking for six hours they came to the village. It was
a place of some little size, but there were few people about,
Women came to the doors to look at Surajah and Dick as they
came along.

¢ Where are you from? '’ an old man asked, as he came
out from his cottage.

‘¢ From down the mountain-side. Tigers are getting scarce
there, and we thought we would come over and see what we
could do here.”’

‘“ Here there are many tigers,” the old man said. ¢ For
the last twenty years the wars have taken most of our young
men away. Some are forced to go against their will, for
when the order comes to the head man of the village, that the
sultan requires so many soldiers, he is forced to pick out those
best fitted for service. Others go of their own free will,
thinking soldiering easier work than tilling the fields, besides
the chance of getting rich booty. So there are but few shik-
arees, and the tigers multiply and are a curse to us. We are
but poor people, but if you choose to stay here for a time we
will pay something for every tiger you kill, and we will send
round to the other villages within ten miles, and doubtless
every one of them will contribute, so that you might get

enough to pay you for your exertions.”’

‘“ We will think of it,’’ Surajah replied. ¢ We did not in-

Are there any
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tend to stop in one village, but proposed t'o tlra.velC (izollldt“;;
the jungle-covered district ; and. wherever \\1;: :ear 400 go -
of a tiger committing depredations, we will s (;ipd e
best to kill the evil beast. We mean first to 112‘001;( e
they are most troublesome, and then we sh.all wor lac i} ke;;
We hear that the sultan gives good prices for those
I 17
ah:?-l have heard so,”’ the old man said, b.ut none ha(‘{'e ble;l;
caught alive here or by any one in the. v;ilagt?.:;‘ro‘::ﬁe;e =
sultan generally gets them from th(.3 ro;-al'.t.).re:; 8, e
are allowed to shoot save with his permission. (? im{;
when there is a lack of them there., his hunters {_omf‘ i
these districts and catch them in pitfalls and have Nn,e;s, 2
ropes with which the tigers are bound and taken ad\\-:i}ém 5
A little crowd had by this time collected roun )1 : ;\ o
the women, when they heard that. the stra.ng‘jers were slu Oa; h.t
who had come up with the intention of killing tigers, broug
them bowls of milk, cakes, and ot}}er presems.’ e
¢« T suppose now that the sultan 1s ‘away ix:t war, ;
¢¢ his hunters do not come here for tigers? =
< We know nothing of his wars,”” a woman said. : W)e
take our sons from us, an;i \;e do nc;tﬂfeznth;ﬁyaf?génquer
did hear a report that he had gone w . e
Trav . But why he should want t[l) do it, none o
(f;r?\i?:l\?ereout. His Ydominions are as wide as t:lioict:z;ttegf
man can require. It is strange that he c.amnot re‘i5 e t(,)
but, like his father, should be always taking our e
fight. However, these things are berj;o;tfiﬂ Ifhfh;i ing. - ﬁ
ople like us ; but we can .
?vfoi)ltslorbepeb;tter if he were to send his armies tto dr(zs(tjriyt?]].;
the tigers. If he would do that, we should not g ndé)”
sums we have to pay when the talx—gajage;zrs t(;oer}rrli :,?:;im;ed -
After pausing for an hour in the village, h i
i . Two or three other small collections ot hu
;}zli?s;(;‘:agut it was not until the evening of the next day that
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they issued from the jungle-covered country on to the culti-
vated plain. At none of the places they had passed was there
anything known as to Tippoo or his army, but they were told
that there were parties of troops in all the villages along the
edge of the plain, as well as in the passes.

¢“We must be careful now, Surajah,” Dick said, as, after
a long day’s march, they sat down to rest at a distance of half
a mile from a large village. ¢ Our tale that we are shikarecs
will not do here. Had that really been our object, we should
have stopped at the first place we came to, and, at any rate,
we should not have come beyond the jungle. We might still
say that we are shikarees, but that tigers had become scarce on
the other side of the hills, and hearing a talk that Tippoo and
the English are going to war with each other, we made up our
minds to go to Seringapatam and enlist in his army.’’

¢ That would do very well,”’ Surajah agreed ; ¢ they would
have no reason for doubting us, and even if the officer here
were to suggest that we should enlist under him, we could do
s0, as there would be no difficulty in slipping away and mak-
ing off into the jungle again.”

They waited until the sun set, and then walked on into the
village. They had scarcely entered when two armed men
stopped them, and questioned them whence they came.

Surajah repeated the story they had agreed upon, and the
men appeared quite satisfied.

““You will be just in time,” onesaid. ¢ We have news
that the sultan has just moved with his army to Seringapatam.
Officers came here only yesterday to buy up cattle and grain ;
these are to be retained here until orders are received where
they are to be sent, so I should say that he is coming this way,
and will be going down the passes, as Hyder did. We shall
be very glad, for I suppose we shall join as he passes along ; it
has been dull work here, and we are looking forward to gain-
ing our share of the loot. It would be just as well for you to
join us here now, as to go on to Seringapatam.”’
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1 y [ o

¢ Tt would save us a long tramp,”’ Surajah agre{:d.. ; We
will think it over, and maybe we will have a talk with your

officer to-morrow moming._ ) ‘ ’

They sauntered along with the men, talkmg as they w mtllt’,
and so escaped being questioned by other sgldlers. grese?l : gl

5 our an

KC hat they wanted to buy some

they made the excuse t ] .

ghe); before the shops were closed, and, with a friendly nod to

the two soldiers, stopped before the stall qf a peasant wl;;; l:f\ltll:r
on a little stand in front of him, a large jar of ghejcé. : aﬁ-esi
purchased some, they went a little farther and laid ina

supply of flour. i :
<« Things are very dear,’’ Surajah remarked.

¢« There is very little left in the village,’’ the m:}m salci.
¢« All the flour was bought up yesterday er the S(Tl;a;::,:l(i?l;

. : say, is coming in this direction, an v
vhich, they say, is coming 1n i
‘got what you se’e here ; it has been pounded by my wife and

& LR}
{ i 'ning.

some other women, since morning. : -

¢« That is good enough,”” Dick said, as they .\\alkedhal\az'fe
¢« Our work is done, Surajah, and it is nothhkelryrtafvegk

i if we were to stop here o reek.
should learn anything more 1 o
% y these houses, and make ot
Let us turn down between _ ' ;
round behind ; we might be questioned agau,r,l Ly a fresh party
iers if we w long the street.

f soldiers if we were to go a ’ : :
: They kept along on the outskirts of the village, regal?ed
the roa{‘l by which they had come, and walked on until they
reached the edge of the jungle. Goinga short distance amontg
collected some sticks, lit a fire, and sat down to
At the last village or two they had heard but

agreed that they could safely lie dowr?,
up their

the trees, they
cook their meal.
little of tigers, and now :
and that it would not be necessary for them to nf b e
blankets as hammocks, as they had done on the first two nights.




