MR. MIDSHIPMAN EASY

it; but how to leave a lady, who was half really and half
pretendedly in hysterics, was difficult, for if he attempted to
leave her she kicked and flounced, and burst out the more.
At last Dr. Middleton rang the bell, which brought the foot-
man, who summoned all the maids, who carried Mrs. Easy
upstairs, and then the doctor was able to attend to the only
patient who really required his assistance. Mr. FEasy explained
the affair in few words, broken into ejaculations from pain, as
the doctor removed his stockings. From the applications of
Dr. Middleton Mr. Easy soon obtained bodily relief; but what
annoyed him still more than his scalded legs, was the doctor
having been a witness to his infringement of the equality and
rights of man. Dr. Middleton perceived this, and he knew
also how to pour balm into that wound.

* My dear Mr. Easy, I am very sorry that you have had this
accident, for which you are indebted to Mrs. Easy’s foolish
indulgence of the boy; but I am glad to perceive that you
have taken up those parental duties which are inculeated by
the Scriptures. Solomon says, ¢ that he who spares the rod,
spoils the child,” thereby implying that it is the duty of a father
to correct his children, and in a father, the so doing does not
interfere with the rights of man, or any natural equality, for
the son being a part or portion of the father, he is only cor-
recting his own self; and the proof of it is, that a father, in
punishing his own son, feels as much pain in so doing as if he
were himself punished. It is, therefore, nothing but self-
discipline, which is strictly enjoined us by the Scriptures.”

“ That is exactly my opinion,” replied Mr. Easy, comforted
at the doctor having so logically got him out of the scrape.
“ But—he shall go to school to-morrow, that I'm deter-
mined on.”

“ He will have to thank Mrs. Easy for that,” replied the
doctor.

Exactly,” replied Mr. Easy. * Doctor, my legs are getting
very hot again.”

“ Continue to bathe them with the vinegar and water, Mr.
Easy, until I send you an embrocation, which will give you
immediate relief. I will call to-morrow. By-the-bye, I am
to see a little patient at Mr. Bonnycastle’s; if it is any
accommodation, I will take your son with me.”

It will be a great accommodation, doctor,”replied Mr. Easy
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« Then, my dear sir, [ will just go up and see how Mrs,
Fasy is, and to-morrow I will call at ten. I can wait an hour.
Good nigcglht."h e

“ Good night, doctor.

The doctgr had his game to play with Mrs. Easy. He
magnified her husband’s accident—he magnified his wrath,
and advised her by no means to say one word, until 'he was
well and more pacified. The next day he repeated this dose,
and in spite of the ejaculations of Sarah, and the tears of
Mrs. Fasy, who dared not venture to plead her cause, and
the violent resistance of Master Johnny, who appeared to }{ave
a presentiment of what was to come, our he}'o was put into
Dr. Middleton’s chariot, and with the exception n.)f one plate
of glass, which he kicked out of the window with his feet,
and for which feat the doctor, now that he had him all to

" himself, boxed his ears till he was nearly blind, he was, with-

out any further eventful occurrence, carried by the doctor’s
footman into the parlour of Mr. Bonnycastle.

CHAPTER V

Jack Easy is sent to @ school at which there is no flogging.

M ASTER JACK had been plumped down in a chair by the
doctor’s servant, who, as he quitted him, first looked at his
own hands, from which the blood was drawn in several parts,
and then at Master Jack, with his teeth closed, and lips com-
pressed, as much as to say, “If I only dared, would not I,
that’s all!” and then walked out of the room, repaired to
the carriage at the front door, when he showed his hands
to the coachman, who looked down from his box in great
commiseration, at the same time fully sharing his fellow-
servant’s indignation. But we must repair to the parlour. Dr.
Middleton ran over a newspaper, while Johnny sat on the
chair all of a heap, looking like a lump of sulks, with pls feet
on the upper front bar, and his knees almost up to his nose.
He was a promising pupil, Jack. :
Mr. Bonnyecastle made his appearance—a tall, well-—'buﬂ_t,
handsome, fair man, with a fine powdered head, dressed in
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solemn black, and knee buckles ; his linen beautifully clean,
and with a peculiar bland expression of countenance. When
he smiled he showed a row of teeth white as ivory, and his
mild blue eye was the ne plus ulira of beneficence,  He was
the beau-ideal of a preceptor, and it was impossible to see him
and hear his mild pleasing voice, without wishing that all your
sons were under his protection. He was a ripe scholar, and
a good one, and at the time we speak of, had the care of
upwards of one hundred boys. He was celebrated for turn-
ing them out well, and many of his pupils were rising fast
in the senate, as well as distinguishing themselves in the
higher professions.

Dr. Middleton, who was on intimate terms with Bonny-
castle, rose as he entered the room, and they shook hands.
Middleton then turned to where Jack sat, and pointing to
him, said, “ Look there.”

Bonnycastle smiled. 1 cannot say that I have had worse,
but I have almost as bad. I will apply the Promethean torch,
and soon vivify that rude. mass, Come, sit down, Middleton.”

“But,” said the doctor, as he resumed his chair, “ tell me,
Bonnyecastle, how you will possibly manage to lick such a cub
into shape, when you do not resort to flogging ?”

“I have no opinion of flogging, and therefore I do not
resort to it. The fact is, I was at Harrow myself, and was
rather a pickle. I was called up as often as most boys in
the school, and I perfectly recollect, that eventually I cared
nothing for a flogging. T had become case-hardened. It is
the least effective part that you can touch a boy upon. It
leaves nothing behind to refresh their memories.”

“I should have thought otherwise,”

“My dear Middleton, I can produce more effect by one
caning than twenty floggings. Observe, you flog upon a part
the most quiescent; but you cane upon all parts, from the head
to the heels. Now, when once the first sting of the birch is
over, then a dull sensation comes over the part, and the pain
after that is nothing; whereas a good sound caning leaves
sores and bruises in every part, and on all the parts which
are required for muscular action. After a flogging a boy may
run out in the hours of recreation, and join his playmates as
wellas ever: but a good caning tells a very different tale ; he
cannot move one part of his body without being reminded
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for days by the pain of the punishment he has undergone,
and he is very careful how he is called up again. .

“ My dear sir, I really had an ide.a that you were excessively
lenient,” replied Middleton, laughing; “I am glad that I am
under a mistake.” .

“Look at that cub, doctor, sitting there more like a brute
than a reasonable being; do you imagine that I could ever
lick it into shape without strong measures? At the same
time allow me to say, that I consider my system by f.ar.the
best. - At the public schools punishment is no (:'heck,. it is so
trifling that it is derided ; with me punishment is puplshmen.t
in the true sense of the word, and the consequence is, that it
is much more seldom resorted to.”

“You are a terrorist, Bonnycastle.”

“The two strongest impulses in our nature are fear and
love. In theory, acting upon the latter is very beautiful;
but in practice, I never found it to answer—and for the best
of reasons, our self-love is stronger than our love for others.
Now I never yet found fear to fail, for the very same reason
that the other does, because with fear we act upon self-love
and nothing else.” .

¢ And yet we have many now who would introduce a system
of schooling without correction, and who maintain that the

resent system is degrading.”

2 E‘ Therg are a grea% man§ fools in this world, dOCtOI:.”

“That reminds me of this boy’s father,” replied Dr.
Middleton; who then detailed to the pedagogue the idiosyn-
cracy of Mr. Fasy, and all the circumstances attending Jack
being sent to his school.

“There is no time to be lost then, doctor. I must con-
quer this young gentleman before his parents cal'l to see him.
Depend upon it, in a week I will have him obedient and well
broke in.”

Dr. Middleton wished Jack good-bye, and told him to be a
good boy. Jack did not vouchsafe to answer. Never mind,
doctor, he will be more polished next time you call here,
depend upon it.” And the doctor departed. e

Although Mr. Bonnycastle was severe he was very judicious.
Mischief of all kinds was visited but by slender punishment,
such as being kept in at play hours, &c.; and he seldom
interfered with the boys for fighting, although he checked
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decided oppression. The great siue qué non with him was
attention to their studies. He soon discovered the capa-
bilities of his pupils, and he forced them accordingly ; but the
idle boy, the bird who “could sing and wouldn’t sing,” re-
ceived no mercy. The consequence was that he turned out
the cleverest boys, and his conduct was so uniform and un-
varying in its tenor, that if he was feared when they were
under his control, he was invariably liked by those whom he
had instructed, and they continued his friends in after-life.

Mr. Bonnyecastle at once perceived that it was no use coax-
ing our hero, and that fear was the only attribute by which
he could be controlled. So, as soon as Dr. Middleton had
quitted the room, he addressed him in a commanding tone,
“Now, boy, what is your name ?”’

Jack started ; he looked up at his master, perceived his eye
fixed upon him, and a countenance not to be played with.
Jack was no fool, and somehow or another, the discipline he
had received from his father had given him some intimation
of what was to come. All this put together induced Jack
to condescend to answer, with his forefinger between his
teeth, “ Johnny.” :

“And what is your other name, sir?”

Jack, who appeared to repent his condescension, did not at
first answer, but he looked again in Mr. Bonnyeastle’s face,
and then round the room; there was no one to help him,
and he could not help himself, so he replied, “ Easy.”

“ Do you know why you are sent to school ? ”

“Scalding father.”

“No; you are sent to learn to read and write.”

“But I won’t read and write,” replied Jack sulkily.

“Yes, you will; and you are going to read your letters
now directly.”

Jack made no answer. Mr. Bonnyeastle opened a sort of
bookease, and displayed to John's astonished view a series of
canes, ranged up and down like billiard cues, and continued,
“Do you know what those are for?”

Jack eyed them wistfully ; he had some faint idea that he
was sure to be better acquainted with them, but he made
no answer.,

“They are to teach little boys to read and write, and now
I am going to teach you. Youll soon learn. Look now
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here,” continued Mr. Bonnycastle, opening a book with large
type, and taking a capital at the head of a chapter, about
half an inch long. “Do you see that letter? b5

“Yes,” replied Johnny, turning his eyes away, and picking
his fingers. '

o W%l] , that is the letter B. Do you seeit? lLook at it, so
that you may know it again. That's the letter B. Now tell
me what letter that is?”

Jack now determined to resist, so he made no answer.,

“So you cannot tell ; well then, we will try what one of
these little fellows will do,” said Mr. Bonnycastle, taking
down a cane. ‘ Observe, Johnny, that's the letter B. Now,
what letter is that ? Answer me directly.”

“] won’t learn to read and write.”

Whack came the cane on Johnny’s shoulders, who burst out
into a roar as he writhed with pain. :

Mr. Bonnycastle waited a fefv seconds. That’s’ .the letter
B. Now tell me, sir, directly, what that letter is ?‘ !

“Tll tell my mar.” Whack! “Olaw! O law!

“ What letter is that?” g

Johnny, with his mouth open, panting, and ti{e tears on his
cheeks, answered indignantly, « Stop till I tell Sarah.

Whack came the cane again, and a fresh burst from Johnny. .

““What letter’'s that ? ” 5

] won't tell,” roared Johnny; “I won’t tell —that I won’t.

Whack—whack—whack, and a pause. “1 told you before;,
that’s the letter B. What letter is that? Tell me directly.”

Johnny, by way of reply, made a snatch at the cane. Whack
—he caught it, certainly, but not exactly as he would l.lave
wished. Johnny then snatched up the book, and dashed it to
the corner of the room. Whack, whack. Johnny attempted
to seize Mr. Bonnycastle with his teeth. Whack, whack,
whack, whack; and Johnny fell on the carpet, and rt?ared
with pain. Mr. Bonnycastle then left him for a little while to
recover himself, and sat down.

At last Johnny’s exclamations settled down in deep sobs,
and then Mr. Bonnyecastle said to him, “Now, Johnny, you
perceive that you must do as you are bid, or else you -WIE’[
have more beating. Get up immediately. Do you hear, sir ?

Somehow or another, Johnny, without intending it, stood
upon his feet. :
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“That's a good boy; now you see, by getting up as yon
were bid, you have not been beaten. ~Now, Johnny, you
must go and bring the book from where you threw it down.
Do you hear, sir? bring it directly !”

Johnny looked at Mr. Bonnycastle and the cane. With

every intention to refuse Johnny picked up the book and
laid it on the table.

“That’s a good boy ; now we will find the letter B. Here
it is; now, Johnny, tell me what that letter is ?*

Johnny made no answer.

“Tell me directly, sir,” said Mr. Bonnycastle, raising his
cane up in the air. The appeal was too powerful. Johnny
eyed the cane; it moved, it was coming. Breathlessly he
shrieked out, “B!”

“Very well indeed, J ohnny—very well. Now your first
lesson is over, and you shall go to bed. You have learnt more
than you think of To-morrow we will begin again. Now
we’ll put the cane by.”
~ Mr. Bonnyeastle rang the bell, and desired Master Johnny
to be put to bed, in a room by himself, and not to give him
any supper, as hunger would, the next morning, much facilitate
his studies. Pain and hunger alone will tame brutes, and the
same remedy must be applied to conquer those passions in man
which assimilate him with brutes. J ohnny was conducted to
bed, although it was but six o’clock. He was not only in pain,
but his ideas were confused ; and no wonder, after all his life
having been humoured and indulged —never punished until the
day before. After all the caresses of his mother and Sarah,
which he never knew the value of; after stuffing himself all
day long, and being tempted to eat till he turned away in
satiety, to find himself without his mother, without Sarah, with-
out supper—covered with wheals, and, what was worse than all,
without his own way. No wonder Johnny was confused, at
the same time that he was subdued ; and, as Mr. Bonnyecastle
had truly told him, he had learnt more than he had any idea of.
And what would Mis, Easy have said, had she known all
this—and Sarah too? And Mr. Easy, with his rights of man ?
At the very time that Johnny was having the devil driven out
of him, they were consoling themselves with the idea, that, at
all events, there  was no birch used at Mr. Bonnyeastle’s, quite
losing sight of the fact, that as there are more ways of killing
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i hanging him, so there are more ways of teach-
?ngaﬁl:: ngiitiriofi. gHappy in their ignorance they all wefnt
fast asleep, little dreaming that Johnny was already so far
advanced in knowledge, as to have a tolerable com?rehfsnsmlnp
of the mystery of cane. As for Johnny, he had cried himself
to sleep, at least six hours before them.

CHAPTER VI

In which Jack makes essay of his father's sublime philosophy,
and arrives very near to truth at last.

xt morning Master Jack Easy was not only very sore
g:ﬁf::r;l B]'zungry, angd as Mr. Bonnycastle informed him that he
would not only have plenty of cane, but allso no breakfast, if he
did not learn his letters, Johnny had wisdom enough to say
the whole alphabet, for which he received a great deal of praise,
the which, if he did not duly appreciate, he at all events in-
finitely preferred to beating. Mr. Bonn’ycastle Percelved t!lat
he had conquered the boy by one hour’s well-timed severity.
He therefore handed him over to the ushers in the school, and
as they were equally empowered to administer the needful
impulse, Johnny very soon became a very tractable boy.

It may be imagined that the absence of Johnny was severely
felt at home, but such was not the case. In the first place, Dr.
Middleton had pointed out to Mrs. Easy that there was no
flogging at the school, and that the punishment received i?y
Johnny from his father would very likely be repeated ; and in
the next, although Mrs. Easy thought that she never could
have survived the parting with her own son, she soon founq out
that she was much happier without him. A spoﬂt, child is
always a source of anxiety and worry, and after Johnny’s depar-
ture Mrs. Easy found a quiet and repose much more suited to
her disposition. Gradually she weaned herself.fmm him, and
satisfied with seeing him occasionally, and hearing the reports
of Dr. Middleton, she at last was quite recon_c:led to hfs
being at school, and not coming back except during the holi-
days. John Easy made great progress; he had good natural
abilities, and Mr. Easy rubbed his hands when he saw the
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