“HE HELD HER TO HIS BREAST WHILE SHE SOBBED,"—[SBEE PAGE 252.]
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PHINEAS REDUX.

CHAPTER I
TEMPTATION.

THE circumstances of the general election of
18— will be well remembered by all those who
take an interest in the political matters of the
country. There had been a coming in and a
going out of Ministers previous to that—some-
what rapid, very exciting, and, upon the whole,
useful as showing the real feeling of the country
upon sundry questions of public interest. Mr.
Gresham had been Prime Minister of England,
as representative of the Liberal party in polities.
There had come to be a split among those who
should have been his followers on the terribly
vexed question of the Ballot. Then Mr. Daubeny
for twelve months had sat upon the throne dis-
tributing the good things of the Crown amidst
Conservative birdlings, with beaks wide open and
craving maws, who certainly for some years pre-
vious had not received their share of State honors
or State emoluments. And Mr. Daubeny was
still so sitting, to the infinite dismay of the Lib-
erals, every man of whom felt that his party was
entitled by numerical strength to keep the man-
agement of the Government within its own hands.

Let a man be of what side, he may in politics
—unless he be much more of a partisan than a
patriot—he will think it well that there should be
some equity of division in the bestowal of erumbs
of comfort. Can even any old Whig wish that
every Lord-Lieutenant of a county should be an
old Whig? Can it be good for the administration
of the law that none but Liberal lawyers should
become . Attorney- Generals, and from thence
Chief Justices or Lords of Appeal? Sheuld no
Conservative Peer ever represent the majesty of
Xngland in India, in Canada, or at St. Petersburg?
S0 arguing, moderate Liberals had been glad to
give Mr. Daubeny and his merry men a chance.
Mr. Daubeny and.his merry men had not neglect-
ed the chance given them. Fortune favored them,
and they made their hay while the sun shone with
an energy that had never been surpassed, improv-
ing upon Fortune till their natnral enemies waxed
impatient. There had been as yet but one year
of it, and the natural enemies, who had at first
expressed themselves as glad that the turn had
come, might have endured the period of spolia-
tion with more equanimity. For to them, the
Liberals, this cntting up of the Whitehall cake
by the Conservatives was spoliation when the
privilege of cutting was found to have so much
exceeded what had been expected. Were not
they, the Liberals, the real representatives of the
people, and, therefore, did not the cake in truth
appertain to them? Had not they given up the

cake for a while, partly, indeed, throngh idle-
ness and mismanagement, and quarreling among
themselves, but mainly with a feeling that a mod-
erate slicing on the other side would, upon the
whole, be advantageous? But when the cake
came to be mauled like that—O Heavens! So
the men who had quarreled agreed to quarrel no
more, and it was decided that there should be an
end of mismanagement and idleness, and that
this horrid sight of the weak pretending to be
strong, or the weak receiving the reward of
strength, should be brought to an end. Then
came a great fight, in the last agonies of which
the cake was sliced manfully. ~ All the world
knew how the fight would go; but in the mean
time lord-lientenancies were arranged ; very an-
cient judges retired upon pensions; vice-royal
Governors were sent out in the last gasp of the
failing battle; great places were filled by tens,
and little places by twenties; private secretaries
were established here and there; and the hay was
still made even after the sun had gone down,

In consequence of all this the eircamstances
of the election of 18— were peculiar, Mr. Dan..
beny had dissolved the House, not probably with
any idea that he conld thus retrieve his fortunes,
but feeling that in doing so he was oceupying
the last normal position of a properly fonght
Constitutional battle. His enemies were re:
solved, more firmly than they were resolved be-
fore, to knock him altogether on the head at the
general election which he had himself called into
existence. He had been disgracefully ontvoted
in the House of Commons on various suhjects.
On the last occasion he had gone into his lobby
with a minority of thirty-seven, upon a motion
brought forward by Mr, Palliser, the late Liberal
Chancellor of the Exchequer, respecting deci-
mal coinage. No politician, not even Mr. Pal-
liser himself, had expected that he would carry
his Bill in the present session. It was brought
forward as a trial of strength ; and for such a
purpose decimal coinage was as good a subject
as any other. It was Mr. Palliser's hobby, and
he was gratified at having this further opportu-
nity of ventilating it. When in power he had
not suceeeded in carrying his measure, awed,
and at last absolutely beaten, by the infinite dif.
ficulty encountered in arranging its details, But
his mind was still set upon it, and it was allowed
by the whole party to be as good as any thing else
for the purpose then required. The Conservative
Government was beaten for the third or fourth
time, and Mr. Danbeny dissolved the House.

The whole world said that he might as well
have resigned at once. It was already the end
of July, and there must be an antumn Session
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with the new members. It was known t;z:ﬁ
impossible that he should find himself suI}_aIp e
by a majority af‘tir a frﬁ‘sht e}'ﬁﬁ:;;;::mce? o3
¥ reated with manifes j
ngcg :::l;t been left in his hands f?r t:\\ el](;?
months; the House was parely two }eiarac(c:lm,_
he had no **cry” with which to mge{.‘ t ]B~: i
try ; the dissolution was factious, dis} on.e;‘, i
5 unc:mstir.u:ional. So said all the Lw:be‘131 :,,v e
it was deduced also that the Conservatives v et ;
in their hearts as angry as were their Pmm"'ml]of
What was to be gained but the poor interva e
three months? “There were clever mlen W 1o
suggested that Mr. Daubeny had a scl ue.m]e_m
his head—some sharp trick oi:'pulznca {-E(l}; J“d-
ing, some ‘¢ hocns-pocus presto sleight o , a <
by which he might be able to retain pq;tel, 75
the elections go as they ‘would. B‘ut, 1' sto, e
certainly did not make his scheme known to
; e
U“Il-llg’ill:;a no cry with which to \'\m‘,et;l thg _co;n.sql.
try, nor, indeed, had the leaders of t s Opp e
tion. Retrenchment, army reform, nay )dex =
lence, Mr, Palliser’s decimal coma%c, a;:l \\gzi-
eral good government gave to all the .0‘ - he%
moderate Liberals plenty of matter for :;peec %
to their future constituents. Those w]llot 1.\:-;1 >
more advanced could promise t‘he hBa Cﬂh, -
suggest the disestablishment of t eb ; 11:1."3&
But the Government of the day was to be o
out on the score of general incompetence. e
were to be made to go, because the_vhcou Tt
command majorities. But there ought t? ja;.‘ef
been no dissolution, and Mr. Daubeny 1\;at. =
garded by his opponents, and indeed by very

many of his followers also, with an elr] mity :hs:ft
was almost ferocions. A seat in I ar ls{rr;]eﬂE ,the
it be for five or six years, is & blessing ; hu' o
blessing becomes very qnesuo:nab}e if 1t have
be songht afresh every other bessmn.l s e

One thing was manifest to t’houg_ atful, Sl
ing, eager political Liberals. They must

not only a majority in the next Parliament, but

a majority of good men—of men good and true.

REDUX.

when the capabilities and expediencies End po-?-
sibilities were tossed to and fro among these mi:
ive members, it came to pass that the name I\r?
Mr. Finn was mentioned more thfm once. i 1-t
Phineas Finn was the gentleman's name, which
statement miay be necessary to explain the Tr_m
of endearment which was occasionally used in
5 ing of him. : :
hl’??lﬁcbhus got some permanent place,” sauthr.
Ratler, who was living on the well-founded gpcf
of being a Treasury Secretary u nder‘ the new dis
pensation ; ‘‘and of course he won't ien\e‘ uziT ?
It must be acknowledged that Mr. Ra-ﬂe& , 1 a.t
whom no judge in such matters pt_)sse;si” n:u:l :
experience, had always been afraid of Phine
. . 5 T
h]“‘nl-{e’ll lave it fast enough, if you'll ma\f.e !t
worth his while,” said the 'Honomble_ Laurence
Fitzgibbon, who also had his ex])ectmlol:ls. s
¢« But he married when he went away, a.nk
can’t afford it,” said Mr. Bonteen, another keen
exr‘,‘ei)tgz'liti.a bit,” said the Honorable Ln]urenr“:ﬁs;t.
‘¢ or, anyways, the poor 1111)|1g d].ed (‘)f' lm;l st
baby before it was blcnm.I hl\l:;n!]} hasn't a
idi more than I have.
pld‘]‘rrllfg;, :;toe best Irishman we ever got h'oltil .Of'-”
said Barrington Erle;—“ present company always
< Laurence. :
el??gstﬁllﬁd, you needn’t except me, Barrington.
I know what a man’s made of, and \;vhar. a ‘.[IIII,&H]
can do, And I know what he can't do. .31
not bad at the outside ‘sklrm_lshmg.. I'm worth
me salt. 1 say that with a just t:eluf'nce on_tm:‘:
own powers. But Phinny is a differ F*.nt sm’ l?'e
man. Phinny can stick to a desk from m.sg'
to seven, and wish to come back again aﬁt(’a& I:E(-:
ner. He’s had money left him. too, an %
to spend some of it on an Enghsh‘ bql’.ougd'B e
¢ You never can quite trust him, sai . 1&
teen. Now Mr. Bonteen had never love ¥

¢ At any rate we'll try him again,”lsaid gfl!a:-
2l i i t ct.
rington Erle, making a little note to that efie

r di ¢ him again.
There must be no more mismanagement; no | And they did try | i

: St
more quarreling ; no more idleness. \}as ﬂ:rt'c_n | -
be borne that an unprincipled so-called Conse

ini ici {don to the enjoyme! ;i d
e e Sl;ﬂggtég 2 | Government in his own country, with something

X iti -ariouns turmoils
and | of a shattered ambition. After va

i ately
ke after such a fashion as that lately ac
f)a]dabishops had even talked of resigning,

Phineas Finn, when last seen by the public,
ras departing from Parliamentary life in Lon-
nt of a modest place under

nights of arter ha(l seem 0 die on pur- he had achie ed a tmnpelencx and had mar ied
K he Garter ed t e I \ C v f
I3 L 2.

. 2 s Tt
ose. So there was a great stir at the Liberal ‘ the girl of his heart.
golit.'ical clubs, and every good and true man was |

summoned to the battle. ; :
Now no Liberal soldier, as a young soldier

X r 1 | been much. ; ] ;
ol b e tlf:fliieﬂ;\::) as well as his wife, and had inherited about four

Mr. Finn, the Irishman, who had held o

s 4 s e i
rear the safisfaction of all his friends, ousand po
?xg?ilswﬁﬁoh;% retired from office becanse he had | m-e:ll thniti_v“; ol
found himself compelled to support a measure gard to h 5

i i arTi ; those very men | aceepfe : Kl s
i o i smce], zsel?egr‘:];ﬁ(ilgzé on this account | sonl sighed for the lost glories of Wes
e he £

from whom h

But now his wife was dtg(;q,
i i rorld. One of his

he was again alone in the world.
If!.rl;gnzles‘had gdecls\red that money had been left
to him. That was true, but the money had no‘f
" a " Phineas Finn had lost his father

his time much
sand pounds. He was notatt 1

e and it must be acknowledged in re-
since the day on which he had
epted place and retired from London, his very

to divide himself. It had always been felt by  and Downing Street.

his old friends that he had been, if not ill used,

There are certain modes of life which, if once

i other circum-
y ted, make contentment in any
: He had been twelve | adopted,
at least very unfortunate.

i is party.
months in advance of ‘his party, 1
quently been driven.out into the cold. So .wh.e
the names of good men and true were mustere

and ‘weighed and dismissed and serutinized by do so; b

some active members of the Liberal party in

i ar red from | still buoy 0 \
e ﬂuor:S been made by Phineas Finn was more than he,

onr great seat of Parliamentary: warfare,

and had conse- | stances almost an impossibility. In old age a

i repining, though it is
| man ‘may retire without repining,
g :)r:'ten be{ond the power even of the old man Lr;
but in youth, with all the fnﬁlll}t\le.‘lll stil
i ill st vith the hopes
| perfect, with the body still strong, wi ol
e b ' ant, such a change as that which had

£500 would do it all.

PHINEAS REDUX,
or than most men, could bear with equanimity.

He had reveled in the

almost pajnfully insipid. .~ When Phineas F.
found himself discharging in Dublin the rout
duties of his office—as to which there was
public comment, no feeling that such duties w

had lived among lords and the sons and daugh-
ters of lords; and though the official secretaries
and assistant commissioners among whom his
lot now threw him were for the most part clever
fellows, fond of society, and perhaps more than
his equals in the kind of conversation which he
found to be prevalent, still they were not the same
as the men he had left behind him—men alive
with the excitement of Parliamentary life in Lon-
don. When in London he had often told him.
self that he was sick of it, and that he would
better love some country quiet life. . Now Dub-
lin was his Tibur, and the fickle one found that
he could not be happy unless he were back again
at Rome. When, therefore, he received the fol-
lowing letter from his friend, Barrington Erle,
he neighed like the old war-horse, and already
found himself shouting *“ Ha! ha!” among the
trumpets. !
“—— STrEET, July 9, 18—,
‘MY DEAR Fxy,—Although you are not now
immediatély concerned in such trifling matters,
you have no doub: heard that we are all to be
sent’aback at once to our constituents, and that
there will be a general election about the end of
September. We are sure that we shall have such
& majority as we never had before; but we are
determined to make it as strong as possible, and
to get in all the good men that are to be had.
Have you a mind to try again? After all, there
is nothing like it.
** Perhaps you may have some Trish seat in
your eye for which you would be safe. To tell
the truth, we know very little of the Irish seats—
not so much as, I think, we ought to do. But
if you are not so lucky, I would suggest Tanker-
ville, in Durham. Of course there would be a
contest, and a little money will be wanted ; but
the money would not be much. Browborough
has sat for the place now for three Parliaments,
and seems to think it all his own,
that nothing could be easier than to turn him

hulking, heavy, speechless fellow, who always
used to sit just over Lord Macaw's shoulder. I
have made inquiry, and I am told that he must
walk if any body would go down who could talk
to the colliers every night for a week or s0. It
would just be the work for you. Of course you
should have all the assistance we could give yon,
and Molescroft would put you into the hands of |t
an agent who wonldn't spend money for you.

gas-light, and could not | as also was Lady Laura, w
lie quiet on a sunny bank. To the palate ac-

customed to high cookery, bread and milk is

I am told | his wants. His work was light ;

[ men and women with whom h
out. You will remember the man—a great, |

give all this up; and for what ?

9

‘T am very sorry to hear of your preat loss,

g ho, as you are aware,
is still abroad with her father.” We have all
| thought that the loneliness of your present life

inn | might perhaps make you willing to come baeck
ine (among us. [ write instead of Ratler, becanse [
10 ( am helping him in the Northern Counties, But

ere | you will understand all about that,
done in the face of the coun try—he became sick

at heart and discontented. Like the war-horse

out at grass, he remembered the sound of the

battle and the noise of trompets,  After !ive|

years spent in the heat and full excitement of | bo
London society, life in Ireland was tame to him,
and cold and dull. He did not analyze the dif-
ference between metropolitan and quasi-metro-
politan. mgnners; but he found that men and glass of beer.
women in Dublin were different from those to |
whom he had been accustomed in London, He and I fancy he will b

“Yours, ever faithfully,
** BARRINGTON ERLE,

*“ Of course Tankerville has been dj rty. Brow-
rough has spent a fortune there. But I do
not think that that need dishearten you. You
will go there with clean hands, = It must be un-
derstood that there shall not be as much as a
I am told that the fellows won't
vote for Browborough unless he spends money,
e afraid to do it heavily
after all that has come and gone. If he does,
you'll have him out on a petition. T.et us have
an answer as soon as possible,”’

|

He at once resolved that he would go over
{and see; but before he replied to Erle's lettor
| he walked half a dozen times the length of
| the pier at Kingston meditating on his answer.
| He had no one belonging to him., He had been
deprived of his young bride, and loft deso-
late. He could rain no one but himself. Where
could there be a man in all the world who had
a more perfect right to play a trick with his
own prospects? If he threw up his place and
spent all his money, who could blame him ?
Nevertheless, he did tell himself that, when he
should have thrown up his place and spent all
his money, there would remain to him his own
self to be disposed of in a manner that might be
very awkward to him. A man owes it to his
country, to his friends, even to his acquaintance,
that he shall not be known to be going abont
wanting a dinner, with never a coin in his pock-
et. It is very well for a man to boast that he is
lord of himself, and that having no ties he may
do as he pleases with that possession. But it is
a possession of which, unfortunately, he can not
rid himself when he finds that there is nothing
advantageous to be done with it Doubtless
there is a way of riddance. There is the bare
bodkin. Or a man may fall overhoard between
Holyhead and Kingston in the dark, and may do
it in such a cunning fashion that his friends
shall think it was an accident. But against these
modes of riddance there is a canon set which
some men still fear to disobey,

The thing that he was asked 'to do was perilous.
Standing in his present niche of vantage he was
at least safe. And added to his safety there were
material comforts. He had more than enongh for
he lived among

e was popular,
The very fact of his past Parliamentary life had

caused him to be regarded as a man of some note
among the notables of the Irish capital. Tord-
Lieutenants were gracious to him, and the wives
of judges smiled upon him at their tables. He
was encouraged to talk of those wars of the gods
at which he had been present
ed as to make him feel that h

, and was so treat-

€ was somebody in
he world of Dublin. Now he was invited to

He answered that question to himself with en-




-10

thusiastic eloguence, The reward offered to him
was the thing which in all the world he liked best.
Tt was suggested to him that he should again
within his reach that Parliamentary renown w
" had once been the very breath of his no
all know those arguments and quotati
onistic to prudence with which a ma:
himself in rashness, “None but the brave de-
serve the fair;” *“W
way ;" ““Nothing venture,
sword is to him who can use it 3
vors the bold.” But on the other

just as much to be caid. ‘“A bird in the hand is | fortnight.
worth two in the bush;”” ¢“Look before youleap;” | very ferocious.

?

¢¢*Phyust not out your hand further than you can | beny had no ri L
‘All which maxims of life | & day after the decided expression of opinion as

draw it back again.”

Phineas Finn revolved within his own heart, if | to un :
as he walked up | House of Commons. Men were waxing very

wroth. Nevertheless, so much power remained

ot carefully, at least frequently,
and down’the long pier of Kingston Harbor. )
But what matters such revolvings

placed as was our Phineas always does that |layed.
which most pleases him at the moment, being | ti

but poor at argument if he can not carry the | cou
n | —hardly by that time—and yet there was to

be an autumn Session. The Ratlers and Bon-
| teens were at any rate clear about the autumn
t of his life that, | Session. It was absolutely impossible that Mr.

weight to that side which best satisfies his ow
feelings. Had not his success been very great
when he before made the attemps? Was he
not well aware at every momen

after having so thoronghly learned his lesson in | Daunbeny
his hours amidst [ over Christmas, and up to Februoary.

Tondon, he was throwing away
his present pursuits in Dublin? Did he not owe

himself to his country? And then, agﬂin,what‘ d
ho had | are going down to Tankerville 2” he said.

might not London do for him? Men w
begun as he began had lived to rule over Cabin-
ets and to sway the Empire. He had been hap-

py for a short twelvemonth with his young bride l
" for a short twelvemonth—and then she had |
been taken from him, Had she been spared to | walk over. Th

him he womld‘never have longed for more t
Tate had givén him. He would neyer have sigh-
ed again for the glories of Westminster had his |
Mary not gone from him. Now he was alone in |
the world ; and though he could look forward to
possible and not improbable events which wonld
make that future disposition of himself a most dif-
ficult question for him, still he would dare to try.
As the first result of Erle’s letter Phineas was
over in London early in August. If he wenton
with this matter, he must, of course, resign the
office for holding which he was now paid a thou-
sand a year. He could retain that as long as he
chose to earn the money, but the earning of it
would not be compatible with a seat in Parlia-
ment. He had a few thousand pounds with
which he could pay for the contest at Tan-
kerville, for the consequent petition which had
heen so generously suggested to him, and main-
tain himself in London for a gession or two
should he be so fortunate as to carry his elec-
tion, Then he would be penniless, with the
world before him as a closed oyster to be
again opened, and he knew—no one better—

that this oyster becomes harder and harder in
the opening as the man who has to open it be-
comes older. It is an oyster that will close to
again with a snap, after you have got your knife

well into it, if you withdraw your point but for a :
had a rough tussle with the | to think that a poor man ought not to sell his

moment. He had

oyster already, and had reached the fish within

have | kerville.
hich | ville; but nevertheless e resigned his place be-
strils, We | fore the month was over. That was the one
ons antag- | great step, or rat
n fortifies | and that he took. Things had been so ar-
ranged that the election at Tankerville was to
here there's a will there's a | take place on
nothing have;” *“The dissolution had been notified to-all the world by
% & Fortune fa- | Mr. Daubeny an earlier day was suggested ; but
side there is | Mr. Daubeny saw reasons for postponing it for a

PHINEAS REDUX.

Early in August he went over to England, saw

M. Moleseroft, and made his first visit to Tan-

He did not like the look of Tanker-
her the leap in the dark—

the 20th of October. When the

Mr. Daubeny’s enemies were again
It was all a trick. M. Dan-
ght to continue Prime Minister

fitness which had been pronoumeed by the

2 A man | in Mr. Danbeny’s hand, and the election was de-

That for Tankerville would not be held
Il the 20th of October. The whole House
1d not be chosen till the end of the month

should be allowed to remain in power

Mr. Molescroft, whom Phineas saw in Lon-
on. was not a comfortable counselor. * So you

“They seem to think I might as well try.”
¢ Quite right—quite right. Somebody ought

to try it, no doubt. It would be a disgrace to
the whole party if Browborongh were allowed to

ere isn’t a borough in England

han | more sure to return a Liberal than Tankerville

if loft to itsclf. And yet that lump of a legis-
lator has sat there as a Tory for the last dozen
years by dint of money and brass.”

¢ You think we can unseat him 2”

«] don’t say that. He hasn't come to the
end of his money, and as to his brass, that is
positively without end.”

¢ But surely helll have some fear of conse-
quences after what has been done 2"

¢ None ‘in the least. What has been done ?
Can you name a single Parliamentary aspirant
who has been made to suffer 2

“They have suffered in character,” snid Phin-
east “*I should not like to have the things said
of me that have been said of them.”

¢ [ don’t know a man of them who stands in
a worse position among his own friends than he
occupied before. And men of that sort don’t

want a good position among their enemies.
They know they're safe. ‘When the seat is in
ldispute every body is savage enough; but when

it is merely a question of punishing a man, what
is the use of being savage ? Who knows whose
turn it may be next ?”

s fe'll play the old game, then i

¢ Of course he'll play the old game,” said Mr.
Molescroft, ¢ He doesn't know any other game.
All the purists in England wouldn't teach him

vote, and that a rich man oughtn’t to buy it.

the shell. Nevertheless, the oyster which he You mean to go in for purity 2”

had got was not the oyster which he wanted

So he told himself now, and here had come to

him the chance of trying again.

¢ Certainly I do.”
¢ Browborough will think just as badly of you
as you will of him. He'll hate you because he'll

PHINEAS REDUX.

think you are trying to rob him of what he h

honestly bought; but he'
s : he'll hate you qui
much because you try to rob the bo'rougl?. tIe-Ief'l;

11

as | looks after the she
. f ep and says his .
Let‘a%;s his money together." gl
And there has been no attempt at a recon

tell you, i ki i
ell you, if you asked him, that he doesn’t want | ciliation ?” Phineas asked

i::)s seat for nothing any more than he ‘wants his
use or his carriage-horses for nothing, To

hi . .
im you'll be a mean, low interloper. But you | Of all hatreds that the worl

won’t care about that.”
“ Not in the 1 i
the least, if I can get the seat.”

“But I'm afraid you won’t. He will be

elected. You'll petition. He'lll lose his sea

There will be a commissi
. | ¢ ssion, And tl
borough will be disfranchised. It's a ;ier:le' 2:

““She went abroad to i
> b escape his attempts
remains there in order that she may l];eq,s:;']ed
d prod ife’s
hatred for her husband bodoa b
g Sl » When she does hate him,
In September Finn w i
as baek in Irelan
| 3});;::tttoherl?n({{ of Lllzlat month he made his ;]éc::g
ankerville. He remained ther
: e for
three or four days, and was terribly disguste:]n
’

T ¢ T
eer, but expensive; and then there is no re- t

ward beyond the self-satisfacti isi
: -satisfaction arising fi
iteg:)ct)ld action. However, Ruddles wiil{’dolfi:g
st hie can for you, and it certainly is possible

that you may creep through.”

it
Er]rhlb was very disheartening, but Barrington
- ?Lftssuled our her? that such was Mr. Moles-

oft'’s usual way with candidates, and that it

really meant little or nothi
lly mea ing.
Phineas Finn was pledged to fmn(fn e

—_——

CHAPTER II.
HARRINGTON HALL.

5 fPﬂrNrmg, on his first arrival in London, found
ew of his old friends, men who were still de-

layed by business, though the Session was over.

He arrived on the 10th of Augast, which may be

considered as the great day of the annual exodus
*

and he remembered how he, too, in former t
;:2dhgt:{1e to Scotland to shoot érouse, ?ﬁiit:vmﬂzi
heena dlone there besides shooting. He had
e a welcome guest at Lough Linter, the mag- | would b
il ent seat of Mr. Kennedy, and, indeed, there i
ad been that between him and Mr. Kénnedv

which ought to make him a welecome guest there

still. But of Mr. Kennedy he had heard nothing |

directly since he had left London. F
Kermed_y’s wife, Lady Laura, who hai‘ ?ETHB;IIF-'
great friend, he had heard occasionally ; but sl':a
w;zs separated from her husband, and was Iivinc
j?—l road with her father, the Earl of Bremfordg
Has it not been written in a former book h v
this Lady Laura had been unhappy in her it
;mge, h'a.vmg wedded herself to a man whomm:I:;
ad never loved_, because he was rich and power-
gl:a]’h fmlc)l _]éow 1rL}us very Phineas had u.skedp]ie‘retlo
is bride after she had accepted the rich {
::f:}jnglisslglﬁzehﬁd l;:c.ame I;g,rea; trouble, buf&':::a]v[-i
nedy and our hero w[fi‘z;]]] tn;;iieelt"}:ﬁeenag e
J}::, (;Eg:rt }E:E:ﬂs;‘ljfhi w;zlcnined as a guesfeglit:f:i;
. himg at the door of Lough Li
Castle. The idea came upon him si backing
‘he found that almost e,vltje nl1m Slfl:n ?1}' o
inquired had just star i e
for the North; and h;e{izozlldws:\%u?itk::iﬂ::mg'
::;hi:;e 1\?[?}8;? wen;. fHe, asked a few ques.nioﬁ{s)
Ir. Kennedy from Barrington ¥rl

others who had known hi ; e
the man now lived quite alort?é.anlc-[{;vsi?llti]ed tﬂlili"t
seat in Pl‘lﬂlﬂ;mel}t, but had hardly appearec{) du:E

ing the last Session, and it was Ehought that h
x;ouid not come forward again. OFf his life in
the country nothing was known. ¢ No one fi hln
his rivers or shoots his moors, as far as Isc:ri

‘ \\]'hile staying at the ‘“ Yellow” inn, to find that

itle people of the town would treat him as thongh

‘)]?’iyEIﬁ rolling in wealth. He was soon 1i1‘§d

[ e azneﬂ'lllle, and :ﬁ; he could do nothing fur-
- e spot, till the time for canvassi

vassin

:ilé:;]iincohme on, about ten days previous to thg
: e returned to Londo i

loss to know how irhimele B

to bestir himself. Buti
e i self. Butin Lon-
i . eived a letter from anot i
which decided him : e

““My dear Mr. Finn,” sai
y . Finn,"” said the letter, ¢¢

cl?“%e- you know that Oswald is now mis’ter g;'
:he liake'hounds. Upon my word, I think it is
He place in the world for which he is most fit
. @15 a great martinet in the field, and works at
i) as ghough it were for his bread. We have
uee?h ?lre.iook.mg after the kennels and getaing_
hzve ehe;; ses I5)1:]1;':13 the beginning of August, and

: cub-hunting ever so long. O
I:Iams_ to know whether you won't cnﬁm duf\t‘l;a:(i

im till the election begins in earnest, :
vl We were so glad to hear that you were going

ppear agmili) I have always known that it

ave told Oswald scores of times
i_l,m.tl I was sure yon would never be happy oE;:n(f;
; ar lu'mcm., and that your real home must be
omewhere near ,l:he Treasury Chambers. You
g:r; tﬁlm: a I:ll}{{l s nature. Oswald was born to
aster of Hounds, and you were b
a Secretary of State. Hi R e teri
; y of State. He works the hardest an
ﬁg: tr.I:e least pay for it ; Dbut then, as he says hg
es W%t ;l;?et::)’tglrl:m}? rnfafk of being turned out
uch of a house, but we have
{:Fenty of room for you. As for 'the hmlsea‘ii
1'l:as a matter of course, whether good or b::d
x flg?)sf‘!:::}i nthe kelzlm‘mls, and I should as Iittlf-:
2 a choice as thongh I were one of
e of
th:r ]I:grrsei. “:e have very good stables, and such
Octohe; . can't tell yo]:l how many there are. In
) " 1t Seems as though their name v y
{ e
gg:]r; ; OII:I;T arch tlilare is never any thing ‘tr'o;enlli:

: ride on. I generally find the ine
are t=:a\.ken fa:‘orh the whips. D}r; come aﬁdﬂi:tz? ;lclte
vantage of the flash. I can’tt 1

; s ell you how glad
:::i ti]:ez“hﬁi stecl)rs(l:’e gf(}]lﬂ. Oswald ought to fﬁ.ve

: » but he says— T won't tell y
;»ﬂ};la; lllleesays}.l_ We shall take no refusal i"g::

ve nothing to d e war
it g o before you are wanted at
¢ I was so sorr
y to hear of your great loss
?ﬂm\t‘lllv_'y know whether to mention it or to be ;siien{
spea;ku:;gl;erlf yﬁu &vt}re here, of course I shounld

¢ 2 nd I would zather re y

grief for a time than allow ink tRabT
L 10 you t 9
am indifferent. Pray come io usg et
(1 f

Yours ever most sineerely,

““VioLeEr CHILTERY.

learn,” said Barrington KErle. ‘I suppose he

13
Harrmverox Havy, Wednesday.”




