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«T don’t know Mr, Finn's tastes quite so well
as ytIm do, Violet. But M. Maule is sohhf}rm-
Jess that no one can dislike ]}:m very much, o

st As for being harmless, I'm not so sure, sn:1
Tady Chiltern. ~ After that they all went t(_)lheh.

Phineas remained at Harrington Hall till the

9th, on which day he went to London, so that
4]

it 1 does work hard. No man works
ﬁ-(ll’::rl.g, 1']l‘ehe learned people say ’thar, you Bh(\{l!d
produce 'something, and I den't suppose lzmt
he produces much, But som(_ahod_v,r must eTp
hounds, and nobody could do it better than he

does.”
«You don’t think that I meant to blame

he might be at Pankerville on the 10th.  He |him?

. ’ . took an interest
rode Lord Chiltern’s horses, and ¢ Now

tell me what you think of Gerard Maule,” Lady

in the hounds;, and nursed the baby.

Chiltern asked him the day before he started.

H » ”
¢ presume that he is the young man who is | by.

dying for Miss Palliser.”

“You may answer my question, Mr. Finn,

1]

- L

without making any such suggestion.
& Not disereetly. - Of course, if. h
made happy, L am bound at the presen
to say all good things of him.

it would be wicked to tinge Miss Palliser’s hopes | ful.

7
with any hue less warm than rose-color.

Do you suppose that I tell every thing that | Square.

is said to me?” i ;
¢ Not at all; but opinions do coze ont. T tak

Tim to be a good sort of a fellow; but why doesn't | here in th

he talk a bit more '.f”
¢ Phat's just it. :
¢ And thy does he pretend to do nothing

When he’s ot he rides hard ; but at other t.1t??e}s
there's a ha-ha, lackadaisical air about him which |
Why men assume it I never could un- mcs.d i S

It can recomniend them to nobody. |stand for 1a :

I hate.
derstand.

A man ean't suppose that he'll gain any thing

4 7 ver | you as she is. sabk 5
by pretending that he never T, ;33 It:faver st almost selfish for a friend’s welfare, she will

i v r thing
hinks, and never does any ;- and
;pe.aks: and doesn’t care what he has for dinne

and, upon the whole, would just as soon lie in

isn’t that he is real
bed all day as get up, It isn't t
idle. Hes;ides and eats, and does get up, and
dare say talks and thinks.
affectation.” st
¢ Phat’s your rose-color, is 1t 7 %8
“Yuu’veypromised secrecy, Lady Chiltern.
suppose he’s well oft'?”

“He is an eldest son. The property is n

large, and I'm afraid there's something wrong

about it.” S
¢t He has no profession?
“None at all.

a yoar, which in some sort of fishion, 18 S| 1L % Riends, there had been no signs of st

pendent of his father.
to do.

sand pounds. If they were to marry, what would

become of them 27 i -

it That wouldn’t be enough to live on?

¢ 1t ought to be enough—as he must, T su
pose, have the property some day—if only
had something to do.

lead ?"
he“ei suppose he couldn't become a Master
Hounds 2" o e

¢t That is ill-natured, Mr. Finn.

“T did not mean it so. I ¢
You must know that I did not.

¢ ()f course Oswald had nothing to do, and

| i hen I wished: t
of course there was a time Wi ;
he should take to Parliament. No one knew
that better than you du:l,.
ferent from Mr. Mm_lle. A
“Very different, indeed.

s is a man full of energy, and with no ] 1
toucfl)st‘;;"a]tc}lmt affectation which you described. | so little sympathetic.

Adelaide’s whole fortune is four thou- | living friendshi

What sort of a life would

I did not, indeed. | fought for you!

But he was very dif- | onght to marry at all.”

T hope not.” ; i

€6 Are lile and his father on good terms now ?

“Qh yes. His father wishes him to go 110
Saulsby, but he won't do that. He hates Sanls-

" Saulsby was the conntry-seat of the Earl of
Brentford, the name of the property which must
some day belong to this Lord Chiltern ; and Phin-

r is, T d former days

i be | eas, as he heard this, remembere ex dny,
et i'imtr(:lent in which he had ridden about Saulsby W ct)]od.:,_
At such a crisis | and had thought them to be any thing but hate

“ s Sanlsby shut up ?” he asked.
“Almggt.her, and so is the house in Portman
There never was any thing more sad
or desolate. You would find him altered, Mr..
He is quite an old man now. He was
e spring for a week or two—in En-
d. that is; but he staid at a hotel in Lon-
gland, that is; ] Lan
don. He and Laura live at D]:’esc!en now, an
? | a very sad time they must have.’
“PDoes she write? )
<tYes, and keeps up all her interest about pol-
I have already told her that you are to
e. No one—no other hn-
ing i r i i sted for
an being in the world—will be so intereste
Sl 7 If any friend ever felt an inter-

e | Finn.

r. | feel such an interest for you. If you were o
o | succeed, it would give her a hope in life.

lv | Phineas sat silent, drinking in the words thar:
T | were said to him. Though they were true, o1

It's simply a poor | at least meant to be true, they were full of flat-

rv. Why should this woman of whom they
tje?-e speaking love him so dearly? She W?‘Lf
1 | nothing to him. She was highly borm, grfz.at Ly
gifted, wealthy, and a married woman, whose
ot | eharacter, as he well knew, was beyond the Eall:lt
of suspicion, though she had been driven by lt' -
hard sullenness of her husband to refuse to ive
under his roof. Phineas Finn and Lady Laura

He has an allowance of £800 | Kennedy had not seen each other for two years,

and when they had parted, though they had

p. True, indeed, she had writ-
ten to him, but her letters had been short and
cold, merely detailing certain circumstances of
her ontward life. Now he was told by this
1p- | woman's dearest friend that hls_welfare1 was
he | closer to her heart than any other interest ! 7

¢1 dare say you often think of her?” sai
Lady Chiltern.

““Tndeed I do.” :

i What virtues she used to aseribe to you!
What sins she forgave you! How hard she
Now, though she can ﬁg:!n no
more, she does not think of it all the less.

¢ Poor Lady Laura !” :
hat|  “ Poor Laura, indeed! When one sees '.su;' )
all | shipwreck, it makes a woman doubt whether she
“And yet he was a good man, She always
said so.”

What man thinks of

“ Men are so seldom really good. They are.
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changing himself so as to suit his wife? And [ in any event he his duty to live at Tankerville
yet men expect that women shall put on alto- | ;

gether new characters when they are married,

and girls think that they can do so.

ears in love with Adelaide Palliser,

She is
of hope and energy. He has none,

““Then they are to be married ?"
““I suppose it will come to that.
does if the man'is in earnest.

Look at | depar
this Mr. Maule, who is really over head and

‘ And yet he
has the effrontery to suppose that she will adapt
herself to his way of living if he marries her,”

It always
Girls will accept |

and he had believed from the first

r i moment of
his entrance into the town that he

_ would soon
t from it, and know it no more, He felt
nd | that the chance of his being elected was quite a
full | forlorn hope, and' could hardly understand why
he had allowed himself to he embarrassed by so
very unprofitable a speculation.
Phineas Finn had thrice before this been cho-
sen to sit in Parlinment—twice for the Iiish
borongh of Loughshane, and once for the Kn-

lish borough of Longhton ;
men simply because they think it ill-natured to b g S hare Koo

return the compliment of an offer with a hea
No.!"

““T suppose she likes him?”

“Of course she does.

: e ¢ A girl almost always
likes & man who is in love with her—anless, in-

happy as hitherto to have known nothing of the
1ty | miseries and oceasional hopelessness of a con-

tested election. At Loughton he had come for=
ward as the nominee of the Earl of Brentford,
and had been returned without any chance of

wl n | | failure by that nobleman’s influence, At Lou h-
deed, she positively dislikes him. But why should gs had nearly been as p]easandt \Eth
He had almost been taught to think that
1g could be easier than getting into Parlia-
ment if only a man could live when he was there,
But Longhton and Loughshane were gone, with
[ 0 many other comfortable things of old days,
|
|

she like him? He is good-looking, is a gentle- ! him.
man, and not a fool. Is that enough to make such | nothin

a girl as Adelaide Palliser think a man divine

*“Is nobody to be accepted who is not credited

with divinity p”

*“The man shonld be a demi-god, at least
respect to some part of his character,
nothing even demi-divine about Mr, Maule.”

I can find

[ shane thin

471

in | and now he foun.

d himself relegated to a borough
to which, as it o

seemed to him, he was sent to

]
fight, not that he might win, but because it was
‘“That’s because you are not in love with him, ‘ : e : See it

Lady Chiltern.”

| necessary to his party that the seat should not he

A | allowed to be lost withi i
Six or seven very pleasant days Phineas Finn | o of P e Al

spent at Harrington Hall, and ‘then he started |
alcmg., and very lonely, for Tankerville, But he |
admitted to himself that the pleasure which he |he h

sit was quite sufficient | now

had received during his vi
to qualify him in running any risk

merly led.
what would become of him then?

—

CHAPTER IV.
TANKERVILLE,

THE great Mr. Moleseroft hi
to Tankerville for the

local Liberal agent, who was to be employed.
ished himself, knowing well that
he had before him ten days of unmitigated vex-
ation and misery. Tankerville was a dirty, pros-
perous, ungainly town, which seemed to exnde
coal-dust or coal-mud at every pore.

well recognized as being dirty’ that people did
not expect to meet each other with clean hands
and fices. Linen was never white at Tanker.
ville, and even ladies who sat in drawing-rooms
were accustomed to the feel and taste and ap-
pearance of soot in all their daintiest

ecesses,
We hear that at Oil City the flavor of petroleam

5 hardly considered to be disagreeable, and so it

was with the flavor of coal at Tankervilla, And |

we know that at Oil City the flavor of petrolenm
must not be openly declared to be objectionable,
and so it was with coal at Tankerville, At
Tankerville coal was much loved, and was not
thought to be dirty. Mr. Ruddles was very'
much begrimed himself, and some of the leading
Liberal electors, upon whom Phineas Finn had
already called, seemed to be saturated with the

mself came over | fore him,”
purpose of introducing
our hero to the electors and to Mr. Ruddles, the |

the Lambton Arms, and there milk, Wi

It was so |

the pleasant things of FParliamentary adventure,
and now must undergo those which were un-
| pleasant.  No doubt he could have refused, but

ad listened to the tempter, and conld not
£o back, thongh Mr. Ruddles was hardly

1 ; in an attempt | more encouraging than Mr. M
to return to the kind of life which he had for-[ igh i

But if he should fail at Tankerville,

** Browborough has been at work for the last
three days,” said M. Ruddles, in a tone of re-
proach. Mr, Ruddles had always thonght that
No amount of work could be too heavy for his
candidates.

“Will that make much difference?” asked
Mr. Moleseroft, -

¢ Well, it does. - Of course he has been among:
the colliers—when we ought to have been be-

I came when I was told,” said Phineas,
‘“I'd have telegraphed to you if I'd known
where you were. But there’s no help for spilled
€ must get to work now—that’s all. I
| suppose you're for disestablishing the Chureh 2
| **Not particolarly,” said Phineas, who felt

{ that with him, as a Roman Catholic, this was a
delicate subjeet,

| ““We needn’t go into that, need we?” said
iMr. Molescroft, who, though a Liberal; was a
| good Churchman.

Mr. Ruddles was a Dissenter, but the very
strong opinion which Mr: Ruddles now expresse
as to the necessity that the new candidate should
take up the Charch question did not spring at
all from his own religious convietions, His pres-
ent duty called upon him to have a Liberal can-
didate if possible returned for the borough with
which he was connected, and not to disseminate
| tht_a doctrines of his own sect. Nevertheless, his

opimion was very strong. *‘I think we must
Mr. Molescroft,” said he; “I'm sure we must,
Browborough has taken up the other side, He
went to church last Sunday with the Mayor and
two of the Aldermen, and I'm told he said all
the responses louder than any body else. He

product of the district. It would not, however,

dined with the Vicar of Trinity on Monday. He
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has been very loud'in denouncing Mr. Finn as a
Roman Catholic, and has declared that every
thing will be up with the State if "T'ankerville re-
turns & friend and supporter of the Pope. You'll
find that the Church will be the-cry here this
election, You can’t get any thing by support-
ing it, but you may make a strong party by
pledging yourself to disendowment.”

s Wouldn't local taxation do?”asked Mr.
Moleseroft, who, indeed, preferred  almost any
other reform to disendowment.

would have been very.willing to leave it among
those things which will arrange themselves. Bug
I have no choice here.” And so he prepared
himself to run his race on the conrse arranged
for him by Mr. Ruddles. M. Molescroft, whose
hours were pressing, Soon took his leave, and
Phineas Finn was placarded about the town as
the sworn foe to all Church endowments.

In the course of his canvass, and the commo-
tions consequent upon it, he found that Mr. Rud-
dles was right. No other subject seemed at the

] have made up my mind that we must|moment to have any attraction in Tankerville.
have some check on municipal expenditure,” | Mr, Browborough, whose life had not been pass-

said Phineas.
. %It won’t do—not alone.

ed in any strict obedience to the Ten Command-

If I understand | ments, and whose religious observances had not

the borongh, the feeling at this election will al | hitherto interfered with either the pleasures or

together be about the Church. You see, Mr.

the duties of his life, repeated at every meeting

Finn, your being a Roman Catholic gives them | which he attended, and almost to every elector
a handle, and-they’re already beginning to use whom he canvassed, the great Shibboleth which
it. "They don’t like Roman Catholies here ; but | he had now adopted—**The prosperity of En-
if you can manage to give it a sort of Liberal | gland depends on the Chureh of her people.” He
turn—as many of your constituents used to do, | was not an orator. Indeed, it might be hard to
you know—as though you disliked Chureh and | find a man, who had for years been conversant
State rather than cared for the Pope, maybe it | with public life, less able to string a few words
might act on our side rather than on theirs, | together for immediate use. Nor could he learn

Mr. Molescroft understands it all.”
¢ Oh yes; I understand.” s

half a dozen sentences by rote. But he could
stand up with unabashed brow and repeat with

Mr. Ruddles said a great deal more to* the enduring aundacity the same words a dozen times

same effect, and though Mr. Molescroft did no

express any acquiescence in these views, neither | the Church of her people.”

t | over—**The prosperity of England depends on
Had he been asked

did he dissent.  The candidate said but little at whether. the prosperity which he promised was

this interview, but turned the matter over in hi

s | temporal or spiritual in its nature, not only conld

mind. A seat in Parliament would be but a he not have answered, but he would not in the
barren honor, and he could not afford to offer | least have understood the gquestion, But the
his services for barren honor. Honest political | words as they came from his mouth had a weight
work he was anxious to do, bat for what work | which seemed to insure their truth, and many
he did he desired to be paid. The party to|men in Tankerville thought that Mr. Browbor-
which he belonged had, as he knew, endeavored | ough was eloquent,

to avoid the subject of the disendowment of the
It is the necessary nature | great speeches every evening, and astonished even

Church of England.

Phineas, on the other hand, made two or three

of a political party in this country to avoid, as | Mr. Ruddles by his oratory. He had accepted.
long as it can be avoided, the consideration of | Mr. Ruddles’s proposition with bt lukewarm ac-
any question which involves a great change. | quiescence, but in the handling of the matter he
There is a consciousness on the minds of lead- | became zealous, fiery, and enthusiastic. He ex-
ing politicians that the pressure from behind, | plained to his hearers with gracious acknowledg-

foreing upon them great measures;

almost quicker than they can go, 80 that it be- | been most beneficient in past times.
hem to resist rather |in the interests of no special creed. Whether in

comes a necessity with ¢

drives them | ment that Church endowments had undoubtedly

He spoke

‘than to aid the pressure which® will eertainly be | the so-called Popish days of Henry VIIL and
at last effective by its own strength. The best | his ancestors, or in the so-called Protestant days
carringe-horses are those which can most stead- | that had followed, the state of society had re-

ily hold back against the coach as it trundl
down the hill. All this Phineas knew, and w.

es | quired that spiritual teaching should be supplied
as | from funds fixed and devoted to the purpose.

of opinion that the Barrington Erles and Ratlers | The increasing intelligence and population of the
of his party would not thank him for ventilating | country made this no longer desirable—or, if de-
a measure which, however certain might be its sirable, no longer possible. Could these endow-
coming, might well be postponed for a few years. | ments be increased to meet the needs of the in-

Once already in his career he had chosen to

be | creasing millions? Was it not the fact that even

in advance of his party, and the consequences|among members of the Church of England they
had been disastrous to him. On that occasion | were altogether inefficient to supply the wants of
_his feelings had been strong. in regard to the | our great towns? Did the people of Tankerville
measure upon: which he broke away from_ his | believe. that the elergymen of London, of Liv-
party ; but, when he first thought of it, he did | erpool, and of Manchester were paid by endow-

not cane much about Church disendowment.

The arguments which had been effica-

But he found that he must needs go as he was | cious in Ireland must be efficacious in England.
driven, or else depart out of the place. He wrote | He said this without reference to one creed or
a line to his friend’ Erle, not to ask advice, but | to another, He did believe in religious teach-

to explain the circumstances. ¢ My only.p

os- |ing. He had not a word to say against a Prot-

sible chance of success will lie in attacking the | estant Episcopal Church. But he thought, nay,
Church endowments. Of course I think they | he was sure, that Church and State, as combined
are bad, and of conrse I-think that they must institutions, could no longer prevail in this coun-

go. But I have never cared for the matter, and | try.

If the people of Tankerville would return

by surprise at the course which the electipn ran

PHINE

him to Parliament it should be his first object to

put an end to this anomaly.
The Browboroughites were considerably a
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leaders of the party were sur-

the Parliamentary
It had not been recognized by them as

prised,

tonis ' hi . Y as- necessary that the gn :
c-xsiogeg‘? his success.. The colliers on this oc- | State slllyould be € great question of Church and
8 id not seem to regard the clamor that | casion generally discussed on this oc-

was raised against Irish Papists. Much di
thrown and some heads were broken ; Enltl.rlt-:'}‘l‘i’?;f =
eas:persevered, Mr. Ruddles was lost in.admira-

. It was a matter of

) course that it sh

= d]scltrl;‘:sed at some places, and by some tg:|11d
ger Dissenters would, of course, take advan:

tion. They had never before had at Tankerville tage of the opportunity to press their views, and

& man who could talk so well. = Mr. By
ough without ceasing repeated his weil—ulrgr“;lb:l

ed round him and pursued him, and almos

seemed to believe in him. They were at any | w

; : ) s- | thi e
surance, and it was received with the loudest ex- | think and Conservatives to fear that t

clamation of delight by his ow
n party. T
clergymen of the town and neighburli)lom]{ cro{vﬁf

no doubt the entire abolition i
. ; i of the Irish CI

as a State establishment had taught Li bers:ilsril;

0 he i

[ Ez:lcilbfircg itself }j’nrward at no very distg:f :lt:::
B ad not been expected to do so nov
| Ihaldgeneral incompetence of a Ministryuwogt;
could not command a majority on any measure

rate fighting their battle s best hey know hor, 813 intended. to be the strong point of the Lib-

to fight it.
listened to Phineas, and ev i

i ¢ j every collier was
voter.. Then Mr. Ruddles, who had man

played.

But the great body of the colliers | meet

now a | which was necessarily felt

: ras, | =
began to perceive that the old game wag fg eti; | of such magnitude as to d

*There’ll be: money going to-morrow

party, not only at the election, bu

I ¢ t at

ing of Parliament, The Church qu;ti;]:le
by all statesmen to ba

warf every other, w.
not wanted as: yet. It migh remain  in t[?:

Ei - |
after all,” he whispered.to Finn the evening be- | background  as the future standing-point  for

furle the election.”
‘I suppose you expected that.”

“ Iwasn't sure. They began by thinking they

could do without it. T 't w. i
o elkeni They don't want to sacri-
:‘gor do I, Mr. Ruddles.”
‘ But they'll sooner do'that than ]
ose th
A couple of dozen of men out of the F:]fg:t:

would make us safe.” Mr, Ruddles smiled as |

he said this.
And Phineas smiled as he
s answered, ¢
%oac])]d can be done by talking to the men sIfI; Tl:e
; “g‘z‘?:‘,vill lt}alk t;((l} them by the hour together.”
) about doue all that,” said Mr. Rud-
Then came the votin, Y
y ing.  Up to two olcl
%ollmg was 80 equal that ahevnumber; oaik oy
r(_}ngrough s committee-room were always giv
en in his Ea\:or, and those at the Liberal rg:)mgl' "
favor of Phineas Finn. At three o’clock Ph'm
eas was a.cknmyledged to be ten ahead. He hi::-
:f;[: e\:l-ai s;]pnslt;d l:t his own success, and de:
o hi i
il mself that his old luck had not de-
*They're giving £2 10s
- . y a
gate' this minute,” said Rud(;(;sm t!;t Iﬂ.l:l s
qu‘rtrte}- past three. # B
4 We shall have to prove it.”
We can do that, I think,” said Ruddles

Mr..| Liberal party by

some great political struggle, in which i
1 chich it
Eehagnm necessary that ev:arv Lil:lr;rlal] szg:jlg
Mg t, as though for life, with his teeth and nails
hin who ten years since regarded almost witﬁ
af dqrrenc_e, and certainly with distrast, the idea
glangr::ptlnn bclzveen Church and Stat’e in En
, Were no doubt learning t i t
| :;ljch d:lsmplion must come, an%i n?er]:ae ;ﬁgﬁciﬁi&g‘
| themselves to it after that slow, silent, i
tmhentat;x:e fashion in which c(),nvictio;l;“?';?:;
wetrlr]:se_(\] es among us. And from reconciliation
o e ; ea som?‘We{'e advancing to enthusiasm
| wa;r.; ehalf. It is only a question of time,”
How votad g B s e
ey had been to the Establi
Church of England a d e
jiChs a dozen yearsago. B
| fruit was not yet ripe, and the :agaders cl-]ft :g:
nomeans desired that it sh
ged%luckgd. They were, therefore, surpﬁ::ldd
q:estilt:; little p]easeg, when they found that the
1 was more discussed than any otl
tiu]a;;usf-mgs of enthusiastically polizicalyhg:'clnirgl?:.
£ leﬁ?rgct)‘tj'ﬂl’ hElrle ws}._-‘.s. angry when he received
¢ neas Finn,  He was at th
;n:: l:r:;ayénﬁ \g:th the Duke of St. Bunga;t‘znlgc;
arded by many as the only possibl ¥
:r of the Liberal party, should M{.pGrTashgme%gr
Fy _Eeason fail them. Indeed, the old Whigs
of whom Barrington Erle considered himself. u;

At four o’clock, when the pol
borough was declared to ha\'gilo‘;fn‘):}f: ; B;:) !T- |
;eve}r: votes. He was that same evening dp0 A
by the Mayor to have been elected sittin
er for.the.horough, and he again ass
pleaple in his speech that the prosperity of E
gland depends on the Church of her pegp]e >

be one, would have much preferred the Duke to

Mr. Gresham, had it been possible to set Mr.

Gresham aside. But Mr. Gresham was. too

eclared | strong to be set asid

1 2 e; and Erle:and
u§ Ener}x:— with all their hreahren: were minder::I tf)hE Dr;ke’
ed the | oughly loyal to their leader. i leads

He was their lead-

er, and not to be loyal was, in their minds, treach-

““We shall carry the s : ery. Bat oceasion
e o gt oot O 8, Sty as | WOt carey e, i Sy i it ety
quite won by the gallant way in which Phiﬂiig 20.  In the mean time heavy things were spo?:en

had fought his battle.

————

CHAPTER V.
MR. DAUBENY'S GREAT MOVE,
Tue whole Liberal party was taken very much

That, however, is a. lon
N s e g story. He
good gifts. = He is clever, good-tempered, and

one of the pleasantest. fi rer li
The women all like hiu:,.s’;u‘JWB Hiadaeree dimed

of our poor friend Finn.

::A&er all, that man is an ass,” said Exle
If so, I believe you ave altogether reapc;nsi-

ble for him,” said the Duke.

* Well, yes, in'a measure ; but not altogether,
has many

r perhaps it might be more proper to say that

:: So the Duchess tells me,”
Bnt he is not what I call loyal. He can
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i : * rather hitherto unknown, conservative
3 i rom running after strange gods. [ a new, or ra . _
%thl.;ae;;l;am;gg‘tﬁgrﬁu take ugp the Church ques- | element in the chalacr'?lr otL hln;1 :fn?l?::try:::?,
% tn'.l.' nk;rviile? The truth is, Duke, the | which ‘he cou](i best uti meh y ¢ ! g“]ngt'ed hi'z
t}?n sl to pieces.  We get men into the | thing in the Constitution, he man P Uaced e
;{mgelsnog'(\:: I:ﬁlo alra c[e;'er and all that sort of | words with such grace, was -;01!];:‘ ?1 toli1n n’l L
thic::gs and who force their \’vay up, but wholcmi’j bi-_ond, aggeflopﬁii:lst:]i;vw::'?[lfoﬂlemt)l'dillm’y eiE
’ A
stand that every body shonld | gling a de e thos :
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emancipation, had himself been in the House
when the Corn Laws were repealed, and had
been nearly broken - hearted when household
suffrage had become the law of the land while
a conservative Cabinet and a conservative Gov-
ernment were in possession of dominion in Tsrael.

Mr. Bonteen was disposed to think that the
trick was beyond the conjuring power even of
Mr. Daubeny. = ¢ After all, you know, theve is
the party,” he said to Mr. Ratler. Mr. Ratler’s
face was as good as a play, and if seen by that
party would have struck that party with dismay
and shame. The meaning of Mr. Ratler’s face
was plain enough. = He thonght so little of that
party, on the score either of intelligence, hon-
esty, or fidelity, as to imagine that it would con-
sent to be led whithersoever Mr. Daubeny might
choose to lead it.  *“If they care abount any thing,
it’s about the Church,” said Mr, Bonteen,

friend, Lord Cantrip, when the tidings reached
them of Mr. Daubeny's speech to the electors of
East Barsetshire, Mr, Gresham and Lord Can-
trip had long sat in the same Cabinet, and were
fast friends, understanding each other’s views,
and thoroughly trusting each  other's loyalty.
** He means it,” said Lord Cantrip,

‘*He means to see if it be possible,” said the
other, ‘It is thrown our as a feeler to his own
party.”

“T’ll do him the justice of saying that he's not
afraid of his party.” If he means it, he means it
altogether, and will not retract it, even though
the party should refuse asa body to support him.
I give him no other credit, but I give him that,”

Mr, Gresham paused for a few moments be-
fore he answered. I do not know,” said he,
* whether we are justified in thinking that one
man will always be the same, Daubeny hag

“There's something they like a great deal
better than the Church,” said Mr. Ratler, ¢¢Jn-
deed, there’s only one thing they care about at
all now. They’ve given up all the old things,
I¢'s very likely that if Daubeny were to ask them
to, vote for pulling down the Throne and estab-
lishing a Republic, they'd all follow him into the
lobby like sheep. They’ve been so knocked about |
by one treachery after another that they don’t care
now for any thing beyond their places.”

all.”

they want, though those who have that won't |

the army. 'They like their brothers to be made
bishops, and their sisters like the Wardrobe and |
the Bed-chamber. There isn’t one of them that
doesn’t hang on somewhere—or at least not many. |
Do you remember Peel’s bill for the Corn Laws 3"

**There were fifty went against him then,”
said Bonteen.

“ And what ave fifty? A man doesn't like to

be one of fifty. It’s too many for glory, and not | to contest the
enough for strength. There has come up among | cy

them a general feeling that it's Just as well to leg

uo doubt. But what can they do if they hold | s
back ? Some stout old Cavalier here and there | a

may shut himself up in his own castle, and tell  over it in safety,

limself that the world around him
wrack and rain, but that he will not help the |5
evil work. Some are shutting themselves up.[
Lock at old Quin, when they carried their Re-

shut up. How they reconcile it to their con-
science—that's what I can’t understand.” Such
wis the wisdom and such were the fears of My,
Ratler. My, Bonteen, however, could not bring | i
himself to believe that the Archenemy would | w
on this oceasion be successful. It mayn’s be | n
too hot for him,” said Mr., Bonteen, when he re-
viewed the whole matter, “‘but I think it Il be
too heavy,

who had mounted on the same side, were no less
astonished than their inferiors ; and, perhaps, |
\were equally disgusted, though they did mot al-
low themselves to express their disgust as plainly,

Mr. Gresham was stuying in the country with his | ki

once been very audacious, and he sncceeded.
But he had two things to help him—a leader,
who, though thoroughly trusted, was very idle,
and an ill-defined question. When he had won
his leader he had won his party. He has no
such tower of strength now. And in the doing of
this thing, if he means to do it, he must encoun-
ter the assured conviction of every man on his

own side, both in the Upper and Lower House,
When he told them that he would tap a conserv-
““It's only a few of them get any thing, after | ative element by reducing th

e suffrage, they did

not know whether to believe him or not, There
“Yes, they do. It isn't just so much a year | might be something in it.

It might be that they

would thus resume a class of suffrage existing in
like to part with it. But they like getting the | former days,

comnties, and the Garters, and the promotion in ‘ becanse not

but which had fallen into abeyance,
properly protected. ‘They could

teach themselves to believe that it might be so,
and those among them who found it DeCessary to
| free their souls did so teach themselves, T don’t
see how they are to free their souls when they

are invited to put down the State establishment
| of the Church.”

**He'll find a way for them,”

““It’s possible:. I'm the last man in the world
possibility, or even the expedien-
, Of changes in political opinion. But I do

| not know whether it follows that because he was
things slide, as the Yankees say. They're down- | brav

hearted about it enough within their owyn houses, | be br

e and successful once he must necessarily
ave and successful again. A man rides at
ome outrageous fence, and by the wonderful
ctivity and obedient zeal of his horse is carried
It does not follow that his

may go to | horse will carry him over a house, or that he

hould be fool enough to ask the beast to do so.”
*“ He intends to ride at the house,” said Lord

t Cantrip; ““and he means it beeause others have
form Bill. Bug men, as a rule, don't like to be | talked of it.

You saw the line which my rash

young friend Finn took at Tankerville,”

*¢ And all for nothing,”

‘‘I am not so sure of that, They say he is
ke the rest, If Daubeny does carry the party

ith him, I suppose the days of the Church are

umbered.”
“ And what if they be?” Mr. Gresham al-

{ most sighed as he said this, although he intend-

0| ed to express a certain amount of satisfaction,
They who had mounted higher than Mr. Rat- | * Whag if they be?

ler and Mr. Bonteen on the political ladder, but | that the thing~

You know, and I know,
has to be done. Whatever may

| be our own individual feelings, or even our pres-

ent judgment on the subject—as to which nei-
ther of us can perhaps say that his mind is not
{ 80 made np that it may not soon be altered—we

10w that the present union ean not remain, It
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is unfitted for that condition of humanity to | when, in his lust for power, he discarded one po-

which we are coming; and if so, the change |litical friend after another;

must be for good. Why should not he do it as
well as another? Or, rather, would not he do it
better than another, if he can do it with'less of
animosity than we should rouse against us? If
the blow would conie softer from his hands than
from ours, with less of a feeling of injury to those
who dearly love the Church, should we not be
glad that he should undertake the task ?”

‘*Then you will not oppose him ?”’

¢ Ah! there is‘much to be considered before
we can say that. Though he may not be bound
by his friends, we may be bound by ours. And
then, though I can hint to you at a certain con-
dition of mind, and can sympathize with you,
feeling that such may become the condition of
your mind, I can not say that I should act upon
it as an established conviction, or that I can ex-
pect that you will do so. If such be the polit-
jcal programme snbmitted to us when the House
meets, then we must be prepared.”

Lord Cantrip also paused a moment before he
answered, but he had his answer ready. ‘I can
frankly say that I should follow your leading,
but that T should give my voice for opposition.”

“ Your voice is always persuasive,” said Mr.
Gresham.

Bat the consternation felt among Mr. Dan-
beny’s friends was infinitely greater than. that
which fell among his enemies, when those won-
derful words were read, discussed, criticised, and
explained. - It seemed to every clergyman’in
England that nothing short of disestablishment
counld be intended by them. And this was the
man to whom they had all looked for protec-
tion! This was the bulwark of the Church to
whom they had all trusted! This was the hero
who had been so sound and so firm respecting
the Irish Establishment, when evil counsels had
been allowed to prevail in regard to that ill-used
but still sacred vineyard! All friends of the
Church had then whispered among themselves

fearfully, and had, with sad looks and grievons
forebodings, acknowledged that the thin edge of
the wedge had been driven into the very rock of
the Establishment.’ The enemies of the Church
were known to be powerful, numerous, and of
course unscrupulous. But surely this Bruotus
would not raise a dagger against this Ceesar!
And yet, if not, what was the meaning of those
words? And then men and women began to tell
each other—the men and women who are the
very salt of the earth in this England of ours—
that their Brutus, in spite of his great qualities,
had ever been mysterious, unintelligible, danger-
ous, and given to feats of conjuring. They had
only been too submissive to their Brutus. Won-
derful feats of conjuring they had endured, un-
derstanding nothing of the manner in which they
were performed—nothing of their probable re-
" sults; but this feat of conjuring they would not
endure. And so there were many meetings held
about the country, though the time for combined
action was very short.
Nothing more andacious than the speaking of

those few words to the bucolic electors of East

And Peel was bold
when he resolved to repeal the Corn Laws. But
in none of these instances was the audacity dis-
played more wonderful than when Mr. Danbeny
took upon himself to make known throughout the
country his intention of abolishing the Church
of England. For to such a deelavation did those
few words amount. He was now the recognized
Parliamentary leader of that party to which the
Chureh of England was essentially dear. He
had achieved his place by skill rather than prin-
ciple—by the conviction on men’s minds that he
was necessary rather than that he was fit. But
still, there he was; and thongh he had alarmed
many — had probably alarmed all those who
followed him. by his eceentric and dangerous
mode of carrying on the battle—though no Con-
servative regarded him as safe—yet on this ques-
tion of the Church it had been believed that he
was sound.  What might be the special ideas of
his own mind regarding ecclesiastical policy in
general, it had not been thought necessary to
consider. His ntterances had been confusing,
mysterious, and perhaps purposely unintelligible ;
but that was matter of little moment so long as
he was prepared to defend the establishment of
the Church of England as an institution adapted
for English purposes. = On that point it was be-
lieved that he was sonnd. o that mast it was
supposed he had nailed his own colors and those
of his party. In defending that fortress it was
thought that he would be ready to fall, should
the defense of it require a fall. It was beecause
he was so far safe that he was there. And yet
he spoke these words without consulting a single
friend, or suggesting the propriety of his new
scheme to a single supporter. And he knew
what he was doing. This was the way in which
he had thounght it best to make known to his own
followers, not only that he was abont to abandon
the old Institation, but that they must do so teo !
As regarded East Barsetshire itself, he was
returned, and féted, and sent home with his ears
stuffed with eulogy before the bucolic mind had
discovered hiz purpose. On so much he had
probably ealeulated. But he had calculated also
that after an interval of three or four days his
secret would be known to all friends and ene-
mies. On the day after his speech came the re-
port of it in the newspapers; on the next day
the leading articles, in which the world was told
what it was that the Prime Minister had really
said. Then, on the following day, the startled
parsons, and the startled squires and farmers,
and, above all, the startled peers and members
of the Lower House, whose duty it was to vote
as he should lead them, were all agog. Conld it
be that the newspapers were right in this mean-
ing which they had attached to these words?
On the day week after the election in East Bar-
setshire a Cabinet Council was called in London,
at which it would, of Course, be Mr. Daubeny’s
duty to explain to his colleagues what it was that
he did purpose to do.
In the mean time he saw a colleague or two.
¢ Let us look it straight in the face,” he said

Barsetshire had ever been done in the political | to a noble colleague ;. ‘“we must look it in the

history of England. Cromwell was bold when | face before long.”

he closed the Long Parliament.

Shaftesbury
was bold when he formed the plot for which Lord

¢ But we need not hurry it forward.”

“There is a storm coming. We knew that

Russell and others suffered. Walpole was bold.| before, and we heard the sound of it from every
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husting in the country. How shall we rule the
storm so that it may pass over the land without
devastating it ? "If we bring in a bill—"
¢ A bill for disestablishing the Church ! said
the horror-stricken lord,
““If we bring in a bill, the purport of which
shall be to moderate the ascendency of the
Church in accordance with the existing religions
feelings of the population, we shall save much
that otherwise must fall. - If there must be a bill,
would you rather that it should be modeled by us
who love the Church, or by those who hate it ?”
That lord was very wroth, and told the right
honorable gentleman to his face that his. duty to
his party should have constrained him to silence
on that subject till he had cousulted his col-
leagues. In answer to this, Mr. Daubeny said
with much dignity that, shonld such be the opin-
ion of his colleagues in general, he would at once
abandon the high place which he held in' their
councils. But be trusted that it might be other-
wise. He had felt himself bound to communi-
cate his ideas to his constituents, and had known
that in doing so some minds must be shocked.
He trusted that he might be able to allay this
feeling of dismay. As regarded this noble lord
he did succeed in lessening the dismay befol'é
the meeting was over, though he did not alto-
gether allay it. e
_ Another gentleman who was in the habit of
- sitting at Mr. Daunbeny’s elbow daily in the
House of Commons was much gentler to him,
both as to words and manner. “It’s a hold
throw, but I'm afraid it won’t come up sixes,”
gaid the right honorable gentleman, '
“Let it come up fives, then. It’s the only
thnce we have; and if you think, as I do, that
it is essentially necessary for the welfare of the
country that we should remain where we are, we
must run the risk.” ;
With another colleague, whose mind was real-
Iy set on that which the Church is presumed to
represent, he used another argument. “I am
convinced, at any rate, of this,” said Mr, Dau-
beny; ‘“that by sacrificing something of that as-
cendency which the Establishment is supposed to
give us, we can bring the Chureh, which we love,
nearer to the wants of the people.” And so it
came about that before the Cabinet met, every
member of it knew what it was that was expected
of him.
ZaR O Rl

CHAPTER VI

PHINEAS AND HIS OLD FRIENDS.

Prixeas Finw returned home from London
to Tankerville in much better spirits than those
Wwhich had accompanied him on his journey thith-
er. He was not elected; but then, before the

which, if the truth were known of them, would
be knocked off; and he did not know that the
same could be said of any one of those by which
!_1e had been supported. = But, unfortunately, the
Judge by whom all this would be decided might
not reach Tankerville in his travels till after
Christmas, perhaps not till after Easter; and in
the mean time what should he do with himself?
As for going back to Dublin, that was now
out of the question. He had entered upon a fe-
verish state of existence in which it was impos-
sible that he should live in Ireland. Should he
ultimately fail in regard to his seat, he must—
vanish out of the world. While.he remained in
his present condition he would not even endeavor
to think how he might in such case best bestow
himself. For the present he' would remain with-
in the region of politics, and live as near as he
could to the whirl of the wheel of which the
sound was so dear to him. Of one club he had
always remained a member, and he had already
been re-elected a member of the Reform. So he
took up his residence once more at the house of
a certain Mr. and Mrs. Bunce, in Great Marl-
borough Street, with whom he had lodged when
he first became a member of Parliament,
_““So you're at the old game, Mr. Finn ?” said
his landlord.
“Yes; at the old game. T suppose it's the
same with you?” Now Mr. Bunce had been a
very violent politician, and used to rejoice in call-
ing himself a Democrat.
£ Pretty much the same, Mr. Finn. T don’t
see that things are much better than they used to
be. They tell me at the People’s Banner office
that the lords have had as much to do with this
elec‘amn as with any that ever went before it.”
* Perhaps they don't know much about it at
the People’s Banner office. T thought Mr, Slide
and the People’s Banner had gone over to the
other side, Bunce ?”*
. ““Mr. Slide is pretty wide awake, whatever
side he's on. Not bnt what he's disgraced him-
s:e}f by what he’s been and done now.” M,
Slide in former days had been the editor of the
People's Banner, and circamstances had arisen
in consequence of which there had been some
acquaintance between him and our hero. I
see you was hammering away at the Church
down at Tankerville,”
T Just said a word or two.”
““You was all right there, Mr. Finn, I ean't

say as I ever saw very much in your religion ;
but what 2 man keeps in the way of religion for
his own use is never nothing to me—as what I
keeps is nothing to him,”

::I'm afraid you don’t keep much, Mr. Bunce.”
And that's nothing to you, neither, is it, Sir?”

“No, indeed.”

“‘But when we read of Churches as is ealled

election, he had come to believe that it was quite | State Churches—Churches as have bishops you

out of the question that he should be eleoted
And now he did think it probable that he shoald
get-the seat on a petition. A scrutiny used to be

and I have to pay for, as nevet goes int6 them—"

. :: But we don’t pay the bishops, Mr, Bunce.”
Oh yes, we do; becanse, if they wasn’t paid,

8 very expensive business, but under the exist- | the money would come to us to do as we pleased

ing law, made as the serutiny would be in the | with it.

We proved all that when we pared

borough itself, i i i
igh itself, it would cost but little, and that | them down abit. What's an Ecclesiastical Com-

little, shonld he be successful, wonld f issi
i F all on the | mission ?
shoulders of Mr, Browborough. . Should he knock | the money into till you want to tak:

Only another name for a box to put
e it out again,

off eight votes and lose none himself, he would | When we hear of Churches such as these, as is
]

be member for Tankerville,

He knew that | not kept up by the people who uses them—just

many votes had been given for Browborough , as the theatres are, Mr. Finn, or the gin shops




