Oriental Mystery Stories

The Cheerful Workman

From the Arabic

] T is mentioned in the celebrated Arabic work entitled [

the “ Mirror of the Age,” that one of the caliphs of the §
house of Abbass, Mutasid Billah, besides being a very brave
and courageous person, was also possessed of keen ob- ]
servation, and the faculty of knowing men by their physi- §
ognomy. One day as he was inspecting the erection of a I
palace on the banks of the Tigris, which he was wont to |

do once a week, and encourage the builders with presents

and other acts of favor, he observed that each of the men §

employed carrying stones to the edifice hore but one at
a time, and that with great gravity and slowness, Among
them, however, he perceived one, with black hands and dark
complexion, who invariably lifted two at a time, put them

on his back, and with evident joy and elasticity carried i

them from the wharf to the masons,
caliph pointed him out to Hussian, one of his attendants,
and asked the cause of this man’s unnatural gayety. The

On seeing this, the

attendant answered that the caliph was more competent
to form an opinion‘of the case than himself. The caliph
then added that the man was probably possessed of a
large sum of money, and was therefore happy from the
consciousness of his wealth; or, that he was a thief, who
had only sought employment among the workmen for the
purpose of concealment. “I do not like his appearance,”
continned the Prince of the Faithful; “ have him brought
into my presence.”

So, when the man was come, the caliph asked him what
his occupation was, and he answered that he was a com-
mon laborer. “ Have you any money laid by? ” demanded
the caliph. “ None,” replied the man. “Tell me the
truth,” again asked the caliph, repeating the question, and
again the man answered in the negative.

Then the -caliph ordered an officer to strike the man,
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i i i for pity and

hi i ne, he immediately cried out ‘ ;

Whlggnbel‘?gSpiZk the truth,” said the c‘:fﬁc’?r, é or I.:che c:n

Eal].:l wi.ll punish you as long as you lfve. k o' ;;fd H;ne

anwed that his trade was that of :d t11etr;3.l erénd e

“ when I had prepared my kiln, e

(filay, :dmdz(ril Zg,proached me, mounted on an ass, ?vh:?, d1ts0

J;;nting before my kiln, let the ass go, 'a?d b?l-g(;{:anﬁ%ich

i d his waist a girdle,
undress himself, took from around e
d by his side and began fleaing h :

}cl;asliﬁz m:n was quite alone, caught hi}n,dand thrf)wfﬁr;i

him into the furnace of my kiln, closed it down.

' took his girdle, and after killing the ass threw it also into

the fire. See, .here is the girdi‘e.” The ?1112)1?5;0131: (i);, ;;11((:;
gi;‘f,‘ I:?&?igri?)‘:*gi El:do :155 EF::E%?;}: ;E:tttinaggji t:l
it. On this discovery the cal Ak 0
the streets whether any family h?.d lost a mem 50
friend, and if so, to come.beforf‘:‘ him. Soon an age Yo
an approached, and exclaimed, : My son left me wit e
thousands of pieces of gold, with which to buy me haes
?ifriez?i:fyliit;gn?;iy assh (l)n:: iol:.e’; ,t::t:dglﬁile,ﬁ‘;}?(;t had
his:I‘I}llaeH::Z;gl?nng;v gave the girdle intc;:j the géd ;:1212:;1.’;5;
gﬁdge;?giﬁ%dntizer]ijélflc;rzg ﬁtgﬁitmf :11:11‘ theyman waf
forthwith hung upon the door of him whom he had mur
derAelcll. the world admired the caliph’s sagacity and com-

. mended his justice.
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The Robber and the Woman

Erom the Arabic

A CERTAIN Robber was a cunning workman and used &

not to steal aught, till he had wasted all that was with

him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbors, neither
companied with any of the thieves, for fear lest some one [

should betray him, and his case become public. After this
fashion he abode a great while, in flourishing condition,
and his secret was concealed, till Almighty Allah decreed
that he broke in upon a beggar, a poor man whom he
deemed rich. When he gained access to the house, he found
naught, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him
to wake that man, who lay asleep alongside of his wife.
So he aroused him and said to him, “ Show me thy treas-
ure.” Now he had no treasure to show ; but the Robber
believed him not and was instant upon him with threats and
blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said
to him, “ Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife that
thou hast nothing.” So he swore and his wife said to him,
“Fie on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the hoard
buried in yonder chamber?” Then she turned to the Rob-
ber and conjured him to be weightier of blows upon her
husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, anent
which he had forsworn himself. So he drubbed him with
a grievous drubbing, till he carried him to a certain cham-
ber, wherein she signed to him that the hoard was and that
he should take it up. So the Robber entered, he and the
husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she
locked on them the door, which was a stout and strong, and
said to the Robber, “ Woe to thee, O fool! Thou hast
fallen into the trap and now I have but to cry out and the
officers of police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose
thy life, O Satan!” Quoth he, “Let me go forth”; and
quoth she, “ Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy
hand is a knife, and T am afraid of thee.” He cried, “ Take
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e kni 2 So she took it and said to her hus-
o dkn‘l‘fij: ci):hmor*:r1 :. woman and he a man? Pain 1'115 neck-
baﬂe’with flogging, even as he ﬂoggec! thee; and if 1}1:, pu’f
nali? his hand to thee, I will cry out a single cry and the po-
?il;emen will come and take him and hew h1mdmotv§o.
So the husband said to him, “ O t}lousand—horneﬁ hi%i’;
O dodger, I owe thee a deposit wh.erefor_e t 0{1 -
dunned me.” And he fell to bashing him grievously wi s
a stick of holm-oak, while hed c:lglled 1::-out t(];uchhlvO:;?d
for help and praye@ her to deliver him: = seé
& e till the morning, and 15hou sha
qulz::pt}:i};ygs.l’)’l . And her husband beat him wﬂnn the
chamber, till he overcame him and he swoone awagc;
Then he left beating him and when the R(f:bger cz;lmethis
himself, the woman said to }}er husband, mafn, .
house is on hire and we owe its OWNers much money, 1ta L
we have naught ; so how wilt thou do? “And shehviep t(;l !
to bespeak him thus. The Robber asked, “ And wi % 1'511 i
amount of the rent?” The husbar}d a‘flswex:ed, gx o
cighty dirhams ”'; and the thief said, ! I will p;y t 1fs‘:3 2
thee and do thou let me go my way.” Then tk e w:l e
quired, “ O man, how much do we owe the I_Ja ;:lr aum e
greengrocer?” Quoth the Robber, What is ,1,: eRs_ e
this?” And the husband said, “ Sixty dllrhams.’ : ejo g
the other, “ That makes two hundred d1r}{ams,_det“rr(1)ca rﬁ
my way and I will pay them.” But the wife said, he);
dear, and the girl groweth up and needs m.,t,lst we tlinarRrybber
and equip her and do what else is needful.” So ?e,:’ Od o
said to the husband, “ How much- dost thou want 2 Buoth
rejoined, “ An hundred dirhams in a modesif way.” i
the Robber, “ That maketh three hundre('i dirhams.’ e
the woman said, “ O my dear, when the girl is marnftia i
wilt need money for winter expenses, charco‘e‘:.l agd rewldst
and other necessaries.” The Robber asked, “ W a(ii'm;lou o
thou have?” And she answered, “ An hu,n'_dred-d 1rh amm.-b
He rejoined, “ Be it four hundred dirhams. An Sd e rflust
tinued, “ O my dear and O coolth of mine eyes,hnee s %

my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy




