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goods and open him a shop.” Said he, “ How much will

that be?” And she, “ An hundred dirhams.” Quoth the )

Robber, “ That maketh five hundred dirhams; 1
but may I be triply divorced from my wife if all
sions amount to more than this, and they

will pay it;
my posses-
be the savings of

twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to
e go thy way? §

thee.” Cried she, “ O fool, how shall T let the
Utterly impossible! Be pleased to give me a right token.”
So he gave her a token for his wife and she cried out to her
young daughter and said to her, “ Keep this door.” Then
she charged her husband to watch over the Robber till she
should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with
his case and told her that her husband the thief had been
taken and- had compounded for his release, at the price of
seven hundred dirhams, and named to her the token. Ac-
cordingly, she gave her the money and she took it and re-
turned to her house. By this time, the dawn had dawned ;
so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she
said to him, “ O my dear, when shall T see thee come and

take the treasure?” And he, “ O indebted one, when thou
needest other seven hundred dirhams, wherewith to amend
thy case and that of thy children and to pay thy debts,”

And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from
her.

The Wonderful Stone

Erom the Chinese

IN the prefecture of Shun-t‘ien * there lived a man named

Hsing Yiin-fei, who was an amateur mineralogist and
would pay any price for a good specimen. One day as he
was fishing in the river something caught his net, and
diving down he brought up a stone about a foot in diameter,

beautifully carved on all sides to resemble clustering Hhills.
and peaks.

! In which Peking is situated,
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The Wonderful Stone

i ith this as if he had found
uite as pleased with t .
H: ‘izts:ichs stone; and having .had an eleganth sag?)z;l
scmt}d I;t:emd made for it, he set his prize upon the dis:
%ohenever it was about to rain, clouds,l dwhn:h f;grn:hafmm
‘ i come
ked like new cottonwool, wou
tanﬁe;;) c;:h(:: holes or grottoes on the stone, and appﬁazl ';?c
e;ic them up. By-and-by an influential personage called
:lloes?louse and begged to see the stone, unmef}xlately s;nf;;%
i ing i lusty servant, at the same tn
it and handing it over to a e
ipping his horse and riding away. Iising wa
;Jvtttltl%l)inli could do was to mourn the loss of h}s stc;lne, art:rcf
indulge his anger against the thief. Mt.aanwhﬂe, the sg "
t, who had carried off the stone on his back, s:t0pp§ e
anst’ at a bridge, when all of a sudden his hand shppel aut
:ﬁe stone fell into the water. His n'gaslt)er twi\ras e:sc::sr:;ujé ély
i i ng;
this, and gave him a sound bea ] (
1‘:'11'111-tir13;gt sevleral divers, who tried every me]?;lstgl ggzlritpogz
the stone, but were quite unable t .
tioleilecwo‘ersz a\:ay having first published adnotzce oi ;Zv:a;;ié
. : ted to see
hese means many were temp
:;clfgleby Stoom after, Hsing himself came to the spot, bar:i Hz?-:
he mIOurnfully approached the balln}c, 101!: ttllllz ;:;z:::ﬂ eTak-
' al ;
clear, and he could see the stone lying - oo
ing off hi ickly jumped in and brought it out,
ing off his clothes he quic e
\ i dal-wood stand which w :
together with the san : Poinoe
i ied i t being no longer
it. He carried it off home, bu : Bt
ing i d an inner room cleane p
showing it to people, he ha Al
i i ds an old man knoc
it in there. Some time afterwar gy
d to see the stone; wi
the door and asked to be allowe . 1 o
i ied that he had lost it a long time 2
upon Hsing replled‘ t 54 sotd the 6ld man; soiing)
“TIsn’t that it in the inner room?r " sai , , £
< és}r: walk in and see for yourself if yé)u drig t bel;i\ée E:;e
, i did walk in,
answered Hsing; and the old man di ’ :
his took Hsing very muc
was the stone on the table. This t
i hand upon the stone
k; and the old man then laid }us Dt : .
:?I?icsaid, “ This is an old family relic of mine .?I lost it mazi
months since. How does it come to be here? I pray 3;) .
now restore it to me.” Hsing didn’t know what to say,

41




