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declared he was the owner of the stone; upon which the old
man remarked, “If it is really yours, what evidence can
you bring to prove it? ” Hsing made no reply; and the old
man continued, “ To show you that I know this stone, I
may mention that it has altogether ninety-two grottoes,
and that in the largest of these are five words:

‘A stone from Heaven above.””’

Hsing looked and found that there were actually some
small characters, no larger than grains of rice, which by
straining his eyes a little he managed to read; also that the
number of grottoes was as the old man had said. However,
he would not give him the stone; and the old man laughed,
and asked, “ Pray, what right have you to keep other peo-
ple’s things?” He then bowed and went away, Hsing es-
corting him as far as the door; but when he returned to
the room the stone had disappeared. In a great fright, he
ran after the old man, who had walked slowly and was not
far off, and seizing his sleeve entreated him to give back
the stone. “ Do you think,” said the latter, “that T could
conceal a stone a foot in diameter in my sleeve?” But
Hsing knew that he must be superhuman, and led him back
to the house, where he threw himself on his knees and
begged that he might have the stone. “Is it yours or
mine? ” asked the old man. “ Of course it is yours,” replied
Hsing, “though I hope you will consent to deny yourself
the pleasure of keeping it.” “ In that case,” said the old
man, “it is back again”; and going into the inner room they
found the stone in its old place. “ The jewels of this
world,” observed Hsing’s visitor, “ should be given to those
who know how to take care of them. This stone can choose
its own master, and I am very pleased that it should remain
with you; at the same time T must inform you that it was
in too great a hurry to come into the world of mortals, and
has not yet been freed from all contingent calamities. I had
better take it away with me, and three years hence you shall
have it again. If, however, you insist on keeping it, then
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your span of life will be shortened by three years, that
your terms of existence may harmonize together. Are you
willing?” Hsing said he was; whereupon the old man W}th
his fingers closed up three of the stone’s grottoes, which
yielded to his touch like mud. When this was done, he
turned to Hsing and told him that the grottoes on that stone
represented the years of his life; and then he took hi.ﬁ leav?:,
firmly refusing to remain any longer, and not disclosing his
nanie.

More than a year after this, Hsing had occasion to go
away on business, and in the night a thief broke in and car-
ried off the stone, taking nothing else at all. When Hsing
came home, he was dreadfully grieved, as if his whole ob-
ject in life was gone; and made all possible inquiries and
efforts to get it back, but without the slightest result. Some
time passed away, when one day going into a temple Hsing
noticed a man selling stones, and among the rest he saw
his old friend. Of course he immediately wanted to regain
possession of it; but as the stone-seller would not consent,
he shouldered the stone and went off to the nearest man-
darin. The stone-seller was then asked what proof he
could give that the stone was his; and he replied that the
number of grottoes was eighty-nine. Hsing inquired if that
was all he had to say, and when the other acknowledged
that it was, he himself told the magistrate what were the
characters inscribed within, also calling attention to the
finger marks at the closed-up grottoes. He therefore
gained his case, and the mandarin would have bambooed
the stone-seller, had he not declared that he bought it in
the market for twenty ounces of silver,—whereupon he was
dismissed.

A high official next offered Hsing one hundred ounces of
silver for it ; but he refused to sell it even for ten thousand,
which so enraged the would-be purchaser that he worked
up a case against Hsing * and got him put in prison. Hsing

1 A common form of revenge in China, and one which is easily

carried through when the prosecutor is a man of wealth and in-
fluence.
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