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of the pain, the real mother will let go, being full of com-
passion for him, and knowing that if her child remains alive
she will be able to see it again; but the other, who has no
compassion for him, will not let go. Then beat her with a
switch, and she will thereupon confess the truth as to the
whole matter. That is the proper test.”

Mrgadhara told this to the ministers, and so forth, as is

written above, down to the words, “ The king said, ‘ The
Champa maiden is wise.’ ”

Told by the Constable

From the Arabic

KNOW ye that when I entered the service of this Emnir,

I had a great repute and every low fellow and lewd
feared me most of all mankind, and when I rode through
the city, each and every of the folk would point at me with
their fingers and sign at me with their eyes. It happened
one day, as I sat in the palace of the Prefecture, back-
propped against a wall, considering in myself, suddenly
there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse
sealed and tied. So I hent it in hand and lo! it had in it
an hundred dirhams, but I found not who threw it and I
said, “ Lauded be the Lord, the King of the Kingdoms!”
Another day, as I sat in the same way, somewhat fell on
me and startled me, and lookye, ’twas a purse like the first:
I took it and hiding the matter, made as though I slept,
albeit sleep was not with me. One day as I thus shammed
sleep, I suddenly sensed in my lap a hand, and in it a purse
of the finest; so I seized the hand and behold, ’twas that of
a fair woman. Quoth I to her, “ O my lady, who art thou?”
and quoth she, “ Rise and come away from here, that I may
make myself known to thee.” Presently I rose up and fol-
lowing her, walked on, without tarrying, till we stopped at
the door of a high-builded house, whereupon I asked her,
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“(Q my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me
kindness, and what is the reason of this?” She answered,
“ By Allah, O Captain Mu’in, I am a woman on whom love
and longing are sore for desire of the daughter of the Kazi
Amin al-Hukm. Now there was between me and her what
was and fondness for her fell upon my heart and I'agreed
upon an assignation with her, according to possibility and
convenience; but her father Amin al-Hukm took I:xer and
went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and yearning and
distraction waxed sore upon me for her sake.” I said to
her, marve'iag the while at her words, “ What w:ouldst thou
Have me do?” and said she, “ O Captain Mu'in, T would
have thee lend me a helping hand.” Quoth I, “ Where am I
and where is the daughter of the Kazi Amin al—Hukm.?” and
quoth she, “ Be assured that I would not have thee intrude
upon the Kazi’s daughter, but T would fain work for t_he
winning of my wishes. This is my will and my want which
may not be wroughten save by thine aid.” Then she addf_:d,‘
“1 mean this night to go with heart enheartened and .h:re
me bracelets and armlets and anklets of price; then will I
hie me and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin al-
Hukm ; and when ’tis the season of the round an:d folk are.
asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with th_ee of
the men, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment
and ornaments and wilt smell on ‘me the odor of Qttars;
whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say:
I hail from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the depu-
ties, and I came down into the town for a purpose ; but night:
overtook me all unawares and the Zuwaylah Gate was _shut.
against me and all the other portals and I knew- not whither
I should wend this night. Presently I saw this street and
noting the goodly fashion of its ordinance and its cleanli--
ness, I sheltered me therein against break of day. When I
speak these words to thee with complete self-possession, tl?e' :
Chief of the watch will have no ill suspicion of me, but will
say: There’s no help but that we leave her with one _w_ho-
will take care of her till morning. Thereto do thou rejoin:
"Twere best that she night with Amin al-Hukm and lie
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with his wives and children until dawn of day. Then
straightway knock at the Kazi’s door, and thus shall I have
secured admission into his house, without inconvenience, and
won my wish; and—the Peace!” I said to her, “ By Allah,
this is an easy matter.” So, when the night was blackest,
we rose to make our round, followed by men with girded
swords, and went about the ways and compassed the city,
till we came to the street where was the woman, and it was
the middle of the night. Here we smelled mighty rich
scents and heard the clink of rings: so I said to my com-
rades, * Methinks I espy a specter ”; and the Captain of
the watch cried, “ See what it is.” Accordingly, I under-
took the work and entering the thoroughfare presently
came out again and said, “ I have found a fair woman and
she telleth me that she is from the Citadel and that dark
night surprised her and she saw this street and noting its
cleanness and goodly fashion of ordinance, knew that it be-
longed to a great man and that needs must there be in it a
guardian to keep watch over it, so she sheltered her therein.”
Quoth the Captain of the watch to me, “ Take her and carry
her to thy house ”; but quoth I, “ T seek refuge with Allah!
My house is no strong box and on this' woman are trinkets
and fine clothing. By Allah, we will not deposit the lady
save with Amin al-Hukm, in whose street she hath been
since the first starkening of the darkness; therefore do thou
leave her with him till the break of day.” He rejoined,
“ Do whatso thou willest.”” So I rapped at the Kazi’s gate
and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said T, 25E)
my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till day
shall dawn, for that the lieutenant of the Emir Alam al-Din
hath found her with trinkets and fine apparel on her, sitting
at the door of your house, and we feared lest her responsi-
bility be upon you; wherefore I suggested ’twere meetest
she night with you.” So the chattel opened and took her
in with him. Now when the morning morrowed; the first
who presented himself before the Emir was the Kazi Amin
al-Hukm, leaning on two of his negro slaves; and he was
<rying out and calling for aid and saying, “ O Emir, crafty
: <8
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and perfidious, yesternight thou depositedst with me a

- woman and broughtest her into my house and home, and

she arose in the dark and took from me the moneys qf the

little orphans my wards, six great bags, each con.tz;,mmg a

thousand dinars, and made off; but as for me, ,I, will say 1}1}0

syllable to thee except in the Soldan’s presence. When the

Wali heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat
down in his agitation; then he took the Judge and pl?.cmg
him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to pat1en;:f<le,
#ill he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the_o -
cers and questioned them of that. They_ﬁxed the affair on
me and said, “ We know nothing o_f this matter but frqrél
Captain Mu'’in al-Din.” So the Kazi turned to me and said,
“ Thou wast of accord to practice upon me with this woman,
for she said she came from the Citadel.” As: for me, I stood,
with my head bowed ground—wal:ds, forgetting b_oth S‘Emnah
and Farz, and remained sunk in thought, saying, HP\Z
came I to be the dupe of that wily wench? Then crie

the Emir to me, “ What aileth thee that th?p answerest
not?” Thereupon I replied, “O my lord, “tis a custom
among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a
certain date is allowed three days’ grace: do thou have pa-
tience with me so long, and if, at the .end of that time, th_e
culprit be not found, I will be responsible for that which is
lost.” When the folk heard my speech they z}ll approved it
as reasonable and the Wali turned to the Kazi and sware to
him that he would do his utmost to recover thg stolen
moneys adding, “ And they shall be restored to thee. Theg
he went away, whilst I mounted without stay or delay an

began to-ing and fro-ing about the ‘world without purpose,
and indeed I was become the underling of. a woman without
honesty or honor ; and I went my rounds in this way a.lhj:hat
my day and that my night, but happened not upon tidings
of her; and thus I did on the morrow. On the third day I
said to myself, “ Thou art mad or silly ”; for I was wander-
ing in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her noti,:
she being veiled when I met her, Then I went round abou
the third day till the hour of mid-afternoon prayer, and sore
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waxed my cark and my care for I kenned that there re-
mained to me of my life but the morrow, when the Chief of
Police would send for me, However, as sundown-time
came, I passed through one of the main streets, and saw a
woman at a window ; her door was ajar and she was clap-
ping her hands and casting sidelong glances at me, as who
should say, “ Come up by the door.” So I went up, without
fear or suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped
me to her breast. I marveled at the matter and quoth she
to me, “I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin al-
Hukm.” Quoth I to her, “O my sister, I have been going
round and round in request of thee, for indeed thou hast
done a deed which will be chronicled and hast cast me into
red death on thine account.” She asked me, “ Dost thou
speak thus to me and thou a captain of men?” and I an-
swered, “ How should I not be troubled, seeing that I be in
concern for an affair I turn over and over in mind, more
by token that I continue my day long going about searching
for thee and in the night I watch its stars and planets?*
Cried she, “ Naught shall betide save weal, and thou shalt
get the better of him.” So saying, she rose and going to a
chest, drew out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to
me, “ This is what I took from Amin al-Hukm’s house. So
an thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and
if thou desire other than this, thou shalt obtain it; for I
have moneys in plenty and I had no design herein save to
marry thee.” Then she arose and opening other chests,
brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, “ O
my sister, I have no wish for all this, nor do I want aught
except to be quit of that wherein I am.” Quoth she, “I
icame not forth of the Kazi’s house without preparing for
thine acquittance.” Then said she to me, “ When the mor-
row shall morn and Amin al-Hukm shall come fo thee bear
with him till he have made an end of his speech, and ‘when
he is silent, return him no reply; and if the Wali ask:
What aileth thee that thou answerest me not? do thou re-
join: O lord and master know that the two words are not
alike, but there is no helper for the conquered one save
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ighty. The Kazi will cry, What is the meaning
oAfufltly}sLa]f;fg, )’rI‘he two words are not alike? And do thm;
retort: I deposited with thee a damsel from t_he palace o
the Sultan, and most likely some enemy of hers in thy hous;e—
hold hath transgressed against her or she h_ath been secretly
murdered. Verily, there were on her raiment and orna-
ments worth a thousand ducats, and hadst thou put to the
question those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls,
needs must thou have litten on some traces of_ the crime.
When he heareth this from thee, his trouble will redouble
and he will be angered and will mak:: oath that thou hast
no help for it but to go with him to his house: hower:r, %0
thou say, That will I not do, for I am the party aggrleveH,
more especially because I am unde:r suspicion with thee.
he redouble in calling on Allah’s aid and conjure thee by the
oath of divorce saying, Thou must assuredly come, do th_oE
reply, By Allah, T will not go, unless the Chief also go wit
me. Then, as soon as thou comest to the house, begin bglr
searching the terrace-roofs; then rummage the closets ar}a1
cabinets: and if thou find naught, humble t}lysclf beforeft e
Kazi and be abject and feign thyse]\:c subjected, and }a; ter
examine well the door, because there is a dark corner there,
Then come forward, with heart harder than syenite-stone,
and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it frf)rbn_us
place. Thou wilt find there under it a mant'ﬂla-sklrt, ring
it out publicly and call the Wali in a loud voice, before thosc;
who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it ft'mlho/c
blood, and therein a woman’s walking boots and somewha
of linen.” When I heard from her these words, I rose to
go out and she said to me, “ Take these hundreq sequins, sg
they may succor thee; and such ?s my guest-gift to thee.d
Accordingly T took them and leaving her door ajar returqc:h
to my lodging. Next morning, up came the Judgeﬁ1h
his face like the ox-eye, and asked, “ In the name of Allah,
where is my debtor and where is my p_rc:?erty? : Then '11118
wept and cried out and said to the Wali, “ Where is th.at 1? -
omened fellow, who aboundeth in robbery _anc%‘ villainy ¢
Thereupon the Chief turned6 to me and said, “ Why dost
1
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thou not answer the Kazi?” and I replied, “ O Emir, the
two heads are not equal, and I, I have no helper; but, an
the right be on my side ’twill appear.” At this the Judge
grew hotter of temper and cried out, “ Woe to thee, O ill-
omened wight! How wilt thou make manifest that the
right is on thy side?” I replied, “ O our lord the Kazi, T
deposited with thee and in thy charge a woman whom we
found at thy door, and on her raiment and ornaments of
price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and
after this thou turnest upon us and suest me for six thou-
sand gold pieces. By Allah, this is none other than a mighty
great wrong, and assuredly some foe of hers in thy house-
hold hath transgressed against her!” With this the Judge’s
wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths
that I should go with him and search his house. I replied,
By Allah I will not go, unless the Wali go with us; for, an
he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to work
thy wicked will upon me.” So the Kazi rose and swore an
oath, saying, “ By the truth of Him who created mankind,
we will not go but with the Emir!” Accordingly we re-
paired to the Judge’s house, accompanied by the Chief, and
going up, searched it through, but found naught; whereat
fear fell upon me and the Wali turned to me and said, ““ Fie
upon thee, O ill-omened fellow! thou hast put us to shame
before the men.” All this, and I wept and went round about
right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we
were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house.
I looked at.the place which the woman had mentioned and
asked, “ What is yonder dark place I see?” Then said I
to the men, “ Pull up this jar with me.” They did my bid-
ding and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said,
“ Rummage and look at what is under it.” So they searched,
and behold, they came upon a woman’s mantilla and walk-
ing boots stained with blood, which when I espied, I fell
down in a fainting-fit. Now when the Wali saw this, he said,
“By Allah, the Captain is excused!” Then my comrades
Came round about me and sprinkled water on my face. till
I recovered, when I arose and accosting the Kazi (who was
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covered with confusion), said to him, “ "I‘hou seest thatlfs.u]s;;
picion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair 151 no lig t
matter, because this woman’s family w1_11 assured y_’nc])]t s1t
down quietly under her loss.” Therewith the Ka.m_s tlelard-
quaked and fluttered for that h(? knew the suspmlond 1?‘3
reverted upon him, wherefore }}15 colo_r yellowed an ft:_r
limbs smote together; and he paid of his own moneyilathat
the meastire of that he had lost, so we }vogld quenc e
fire for him. Then we departed from him in peace, w !t t
T said within myself, “ Indeed, the woman falsed m? no -
After that T tarried till three days had passed, when \ivfet

to the Hammam and changing my clothes, betook nlaysed f-
her home, but found the door shut and covered w1th“ Tu]i :
So I asked the neighbors of her and they answered, . bli
house hath been empty of habitants these_ many days,d ut
three days agone there came a woman with an ass, an at
supper-time last night she took her gear a_nd went awa);

Hereat I turned back, bewildered in my wit, and for ma ):
a day after I inquired of the dwellers in that street concern

< ing her, but could happen on no tidings of her. And indeed

: d the readi-
I wondered at the eloquence of her tongue an
ness of her talk; and this is the most admirable of all T have

seen and of whatso hath betided me.

The Unjust Sentence
Erom the Chinese

was a native of Yang-ku, and, as a young man,
R'vgil?ﬁuch given to playing tri::ks and talking in i
loose kind of way. Having lost his wife, he went off tc.) asd
a certain old woman to arrange an?ther m_atch fc:r hl'l}l, a;ll
on the way he chanced to fall in with a nggl'{bor s wi ]:, w 13
took his fancy very much. So he said in joke to the o <
woman, “ Get me that stylish-looking, handsome lady, an
I shall be quite satisfied.” .
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