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the wife of that merchant. The boy was treated kindly
and educated, until by degrees he won the whole confi-
dence of the Sultan and became one of his greater favorites,

Mataushadka |

From the Tibetan

ONE day the king went into the park with his wives, and

enjoyed himself there together with them. One of
tl_iem took off a string of pearls worth a hundred thousand
pieces of money and hung it on a spray of an asoka tree.
While sporting with the king she forgot about it and left
it there. At midnight, after she had gone back to the pal-
ace with the king, she remembered that she had left her
necklace in the forest. Meanwhile it had been carried off
to the top of a tree by a female monkey,

The king ordered his men to hasten to the forest and
bring back the necklace. They went there, but they did
not find it. Now a beggar had gone there in search of the
remnants of the food of which other men had made a meal.
As he came forth from the forest after partaking of such
food, the king’s men arrested him. As no one else was to be
seen there, they called on him to render up the necklace.
A]mo_ugh he protested that he had not taken it, had not even
seen i, yet he was beaten with fists and stakes, and then
thrown into prison.

'Tonnented by hunger, he reflected that, unless he con-
trived some cunning way of escape he would die there of
starvation. So he said to the jailer that he had, it was true,
taken the pearl necklace, but that he had given it to such
and such a young merchant. Him also the king’s men sum-
moned, and the two men were set fast connected by wooden
fetters,

T;he merchant used to receive from home dainty food.
While he was partaking of it the beggar asked him for
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some. But the merchant reviled him, saying, “ It is all very
well for you to accuse me of theft in order that I may nour-
ish you with my food. I will give you none of it.” And
having thus spoken, he ate it all up.

After this, when the merchant wished to change his place,
and said, “ Let us stand up and move,” the beggar replied,
“I will not listen to your words; I shall not get up.” Then
said the merchant, “ Henceforward will I behave so that
you will be contented.” Thus with friendly words and with
an oath he won over the beggar, and was able to do as he
wished.

The next day the merchant sent home orders to provide
in future food enough for two persons. Thereat the beggar
was highly pleased, and he reflected that in former times he
used to wander about the whole city without being able to
find the means of filling his belly, but now food and drink

-

in plenty were at hand.

While they so enjoyed themselves a further desire arose
within them. They thought that in order to have still more
pleasure they must call in a lute-player. So the beggar ac-
cused a lute-player also of having taken the string of pearls.
Then the king’s men cast him also into the prison.

After some time the others besought the beggar to find
some means whereby they might become free, saying that
in that case he should want for nothing. He promised to
do so, and bethought himself that no one could be of use
except Mahaushadha. So he told the king’s men that
Mahaushadha’s son had likewise taken part in the affair,
and they sent for him also.

When Mahaushadha heard that his son had been impris-
oned, he felt that he must certainly go to the palace, for if
he did not do so his son would fret himself. On arriving
there, he asked the king what offense his son had com-
mitted. The king replied that he had been imprisoned on
the testimony of the beggar with respect to the stolen pearl
necklace. ~When Mahaushadha had become fully ac-
quainted with the contrivance of the captives, he said to the
king, “ The theft has not been committed by any of these
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people. Let them all go free on my word.” So they were
released. .

After this he went out to the park, and came to the spot;
to the very tree, where they had been before. When he
looked closely at the tree, he perceived a female monkey sit-
ting at the top of it. Then he felt sure that this animal had
taken the string of pearls, and that it must be enticed to
come down by some artifice. So he asked the king to go
there with his wife, and when there, to hang a necklace
round her neck. When that was done, the monkey, as it
sat on the tree-top, hung the pearl necklace round its neck.
Then Mahaushadha told the king’s wife to dance. When
she did so, the monkey on the tree-top also began to dance;
but still the string of pearls did not fall from off its neck.
In order to bring that about, Mahaushadha asked the king
to make his wife, as she danced, hang down her head.
Then the monkey also began to dance about with its head
hanging down, whereupon the string of pearls fell down
from off its neck. Full of joy, the king embraced Mahau-
shadha and bestowed much property upon him.

Avicenna-and the Observant ¥ oung Man

From the Turkish

‘HEN Aboo Sinna?! was in Ispahan, in the three hun-
dred and ninety-ecighth year of the Hedjreh; that
powerful person, Alai ed Dowlet Aboo Jaafer Delimee was

its governor. At that time distinctions and marks of re-

gard were bestowed on Aboo Sinna without ceasing., One
day the Sultan took from his waist a rich and valuable belt,
and bestowed it upon that excellent Sheik. This the lat-
ter afterwards gave to one of the Sultan’s own attendants.
The Sultan, observing it on the individual, inquired how

! Avicenna, the foremost Arabic physician and philosopher, who
lived 98o-1037.
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he came by it. The man replied that he had received it
from the Sheik as a present. The Sultan was greatly dis-
pleased and rebuked the attendant severely for having ac-
cepted it; at the same time he swore to take the Sheik’s
life for caring so little for his gifts.” But one of the Sheik’s
friends giving him ‘information of what had’occurred, he
acted on' the proverb which' says, “ Separate from him
whom you cannot ‘withstand,” and forthwith departed from
that country in'disguise. - On coming to another city and
dismounting ‘at' a caravanserai, he walked to the market-
place in search ‘of provisions. ‘Whilst thus  engaged, he
observed a' youth of ‘talent and science, around whom a
crowd of people were collected asking him for remedies.
The youth'in turn showed to each one 'the remedies for
his complaint, and the means of recovery from his malady.
Presently a woman made her appearance, bearing’ a white
vase in her hand, which she showed to him. The youth
said that the vase belonged to a Jew; which the woman
confirmed, '~ Afterwards he said 'that’'she had eaten that
day half an egg ‘and some curds; and this the woman also
avowed. ‘The young man next asked' if the woman did
not then reside in a filthy part of the city; and the woman
answered affirmatively. Aboo Sinna, observing the youth’s
superior talents, was astonished at his lahguage and the
remedies which he prescribed.’ The young man’s eyes hap-
pened to meet those of Aboo Sinna; and making him a
secret sign of recognition, he addressed the Sheik with
deference ‘and'said, “ You are he who has received that
divine science, and are that unequaled and most perfectly
excellent  person, the Reis Aboo Ali bin Sinna, who fled -
from Ispahan through fear of the Sultan Alai ed Dowlet,
and are come to this place with ‘the intention of. residing
here.” Then feeling kindly towards the Sheik, he left all
his business, kissed the Sheik’s feet, took his hand in his,
and led him to his own house. After receiving from the
young man all the usual attentions of a servant, the Sheik
asked him whence he had drawn his conclusions, and how
he knew that the vase belonged to a Jew. The youth
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