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people. Let them all go free on my word.” So they were
released. .

After this he went out to the park, and came to the spot;
to the very tree, where they had been before. When he
looked closely at the tree, he perceived a female monkey sit-
ting at the top of it. Then he felt sure that this animal had
taken the string of pearls, and that it must be enticed to
come down by some artifice. So he asked the king to go
there with his wife, and when there, to hang a necklace
round her neck. When that was done, the monkey, as it
sat on the tree-top, hung the pearl necklace round its neck.
Then Mahaushadha told the king’s wife to dance. When
she did so, the monkey on the tree-top also began to dance;
but still the string of pearls did not fall from off its neck.
In order to bring that about, Mahaushadha asked the king
to make his wife, as she danced, hang down her head.
Then the monkey also began to dance about with its head
hanging down, whereupon the string of pearls fell down
from off its neck. Full of joy, the king embraced Mahau-
shadha and bestowed much property upon him.

Avicenna-and the Observant ¥ oung Man

From the Turkish

‘HEN Aboo Sinna?! was in Ispahan, in the three hun-
dred and ninety-ecighth year of the Hedjreh; that
powerful person, Alai ed Dowlet Aboo Jaafer Delimee was

its governor. At that time distinctions and marks of re-

gard were bestowed on Aboo Sinna without ceasing., One
day the Sultan took from his waist a rich and valuable belt,
and bestowed it upon that excellent Sheik. This the lat-
ter afterwards gave to one of the Sultan’s own attendants.
The Sultan, observing it on the individual, inquired how

! Avicenna, the foremost Arabic physician and philosopher, who
lived 98o-1037.
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Awvicenna and the Observant Young Man

he came by it. The man replied that he had received it
from the Sheik as a present. The Sultan was greatly dis-
pleased and rebuked the attendant severely for having ac-
cepted it; at the same time he swore to take the Sheik’s
life for caring so little for his gifts.” But one of the Sheik’s
friends giving him ‘information of what had’occurred, he
acted on' the proverb which' says, “ Separate from him
whom you cannot ‘withstand,” and forthwith departed from
that country in'disguise. - On coming to another city and
dismounting ‘at' a caravanserai, he walked to the market-
place in search ‘of provisions. ‘Whilst thus  engaged, he
observed a' youth of ‘talent and science, around whom a
crowd of people were collected asking him for remedies.
The youth'in turn showed to each one 'the remedies for
his complaint, and the means of recovery from his malady.
Presently a woman made her appearance, bearing’ a white
vase in her hand, which she showed to him. The youth
said that the vase belonged to a Jew; which the woman
confirmed, '~ Afterwards he said 'that’'she had eaten that
day half an egg ‘and some curds; and this the woman also
avowed. ‘The young man next asked' if the woman did
not then reside in a filthy part of the city; and the woman
answered affirmatively. Aboo Sinna, observing the youth’s
superior talents, was astonished at his lahguage and the
remedies which he prescribed.’ The young man’s eyes hap-
pened to meet those of Aboo Sinna; and making him a
secret sign of recognition, he addressed the Sheik with
deference ‘and'said, “ You are he who has received that
divine science, and are that unequaled and most perfectly
excellent  person, the Reis Aboo Ali bin Sinna, who fled -
from Ispahan through fear of the Sultan Alai ed Dowlet,
and are come to this place with ‘the intention of. residing
here.” Then feeling kindly towards the Sheik, he left all
his business, kissed the Sheik’s feet, took his hand in his,
and led him to his own house. After receiving from the
young man all the usual attentions of a servant, the Sheik
asked him whence he had drawn his conclusions, and how
he knew that the vase belonged to a Jew. The youth
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replied, “ I observed the old woman’s tunic, and knew from
its marks that she was a Jewess; and I judged that the
vase also belonged to one of the same people. Her dress
was soiled with eggs and with curdled milk; and I knew
that she must have eaten of both these things. Moreover,
knowing that the Jew quarter at this time is a filthy place,
1 remarked that it was unclean.” “ But,” said the Sheik,
“how did you become acquainted with me and my pro-
fession?” The youth said in reply, “ Knowing the envy
of Alai ed Dowlet, the circumstance of your haying fled
from him is a proof of the renown of your excellence, and
that your sagacity and mental powers must be as bright
as the sun in the heavens. I have heard too of the good
qualities with which you are gifted, and I beheld on your
noble front the characteristics of those traits, which beamed
upon me like the midday sun; from all of which I felt
assured that you were the celebrated physician Aboo Sinna.
I likewise knew that the Sultan could not bear to be sep-
arated from you for a moment, and therefore was con-
vinced that you must have left him by your own desire
and against his will.” The young man next bent the knee
of politeness before the Sheik, and thanked God for al-
lowing him to meet with such a man. The Sheik then
said, “ What have you to ask of me? Tell me your wishes,
and, as far as my destiny permits, I will endeavor to pro-
mote them.” The intelligent youth replied, “It is im-
possible that you should remain separated from the Sultan;
and what I ask from you is, that when you again appear
before him, you will relate the occurrence which you have
witnessed, and obtain me a place in his service, even as
one of his most humble attendants.”

Some days after this, a man came to the Sheik on the

part of the Sultan, who begged his pardon for the past, and
invited him to return to his palace. The Sheik took. the
youth with him, and on reaching the Sultan, related what
he had witnessed respecting him; wherefore the Sultan
forthwith appointed him to be one of his own pages.
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