True Stories of Modern Magic

give the tests for the sealed envelopes until later ‘in the
evening. :

Meanwhile, ‘should anyone think of such a thing, he
can easily examine the little basket, which he thinks I
have just used; as it still lies on the table in the front par-
lor ‘with other discarded paraphernalia, including slates,
etc. I use no assistant; so after a time has: elapsed, and
when. by the performance of other sealed readings, sus-
picion has been diverted from the tests with the: billets,
my wife retires on'some trifling errand. While out, she
opens the envelopes in the basket, prepares the: sheet of
questions, and places it in the Bible; then she re-seals the
questions in envelopes previously marked by me, places
them in the sides of the basket, raises the flaps and lowers
the handle. ' She then usually enters with some light re-
freshments for the spectators, which explains her absence
with a word. ; : :

I continue with other experiments for ten or fifteen
minutes aftér her return; then I gather up my surplus
‘paraphernalia, including’ the dummy basket; and carry all
to the room ‘adjoining the back parlot, where I leave it.
I return instantly with the mechanical basket which I place
near. my own table; and then I.give another experiment
of some kind. : FEh

I now pick up the basket and announce that' I have
decided to return to their writers the: envelopes: on .the
table in front of the screen before attempting to give the
tests. ‘ I do this as if it were a later notion. ' I now: scoop
in the dummy envelopes, and raise the handle, which ac-
tion  covers them up and releases the originals (now
sealed). I now distribute to the writers their envelopes,
‘which T can'do, as' they are numbered'as described earlier
in this chapter.” I request each’ sitter to’hold his en-
velope until T shall givé his test.” Then I usually perform
some other little' expériment befote ‘giving the tests:

' I now take up my Bible, which I'will stake T brought
into the room, unnoficed, when' I returned with the last
basket. I then seat myself and leisurely turn the leaves
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through the Bible, reading verses, and giving the tests as
before described. 4 fukes

1 always first read a question secretly, and then turn
by the sheet of paper and begin reading a verse of: Scrip-
ture. . As I do this I permit the front of the Bible to
lower enough for the spectators to see the printed pages.
This prevents suspicion. Meanwhile, the spectators have
forgotten that I ever stepped ‘from the room at all with
the basket, and even that my wife retired for some re-
freshments. Neither ‘did they notice the Bible when I
brought it in.

The effect on each person, as I call him by name and
describe the “ influence ” of his “ dear one,” giving names
and most marvelous information, is far superior to what
it would be were I merely to read the questions literally,
and give the answers.

SOME FAMOUS EXPOSURES

ProeapLy the greatest swindle ever perpetrated in the

name of spiritualism was recently brought to light in Stock-
ton, California. The medium and his confederates mate-
rialized everything from frogs and small fish 'to' a thuge
bowlder of gold quartz weighing several hundred poqnd_s.
This latter had to be brought from the mountains with a
mule team. ; ;
_ The materializing was done through sliding panels in the
walls, while the believers sat holding hands about the oppo-
site side of a table, and loudly singing sacred hymns. They
had the only door to the room locked‘and sealed, and never
dreamed that the spirits who brought the quartz from the
mine were mules. i 3

“Thousands of dollars were invested in this © spirit mine,”
the believers stacking their money on the quartz as it lay
on the table at a dark séance, and receiving deeds in return
‘for their money, which the spirits dematerialized.

" The medium established, or had his spirits establish; a
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“Treasury of Heaven,” for the faithful to deposit their
money in, and on which the

Y were to receive fifty per cent
interest. This interest the believers continued to receive at

dark séances from the:spirits for a time. Each sitter’s in-
terest was found on the table stacked in front of him when
the lights were lighted. When the spirit bank became in-
solvent and the chief medium .disappeared, the believers
were out about thirty-five thousand dollars.

No less a personage than a millionaire of Tacoma, Wash-
ington, is said to have contributed largely to this spirit
fund. I had known of this tase for some time before the
exposure (conducted by a performer engaged for the pur-
pose), and knew that certain interested persons were con-
templating bringing it about, in order to rescye certain es-
timable persons from the clutches of these mediums. This

was successful; and the confederates of the iedium signed

written confessions in the presence of one of the most de-

vout of the believers, and a gentleman who is otherwise

very intelligent. Upon this the gentleman was greatly
crestfallen,

who are n

but he still insists that there are certain mediums

ot impostors; and that certain mediums in Chi-
cago who produce spirit portraits are genuine.

A full and ver
given in the San
1907.

y interesting account of this exposure is
Francisco Examiner of March 3 and 4,

I could report enough cases of materialization to fill a
volume. These I know of, from various sources, and in
every case they were invariably fraudulent. T will give a
short account of a materialization which a very expert
medium, who is on friendly terms with me, witnessed. The
gentleman was originally a minister, and afterwards began
investigating spiritualism, as he was a believer in it. He
hoped to become a medium ; and at one time paid two lady
mediums of some renown, who reside in Chicago, three
dollars a sitting for three sittings a week. These sittings
were conducted for the purpose of developing this gentle-
man in mediumship. He continued this for a long time, but
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i in the
he was no nearer to being a medium than he was in
beg.;m:f ‘time he detected one of the sisters passing I_:Iaes;:ts

t}teoother and substituting another in tt,c:E plac%ehind i
:ﬁe edge of’one of the slates protruding ]:O?w et
dress of one of the sisters. They never reand i i
discovered as he said nothing, but this gpat b
After this he investigated everywhere, and.um pe

ity, and grew to be a very expert med S e
tm;{e%enﬂy when in Los Angeles, he visited ad?lia;st ey
ducted by ’a medium who claimed to be a BL} d Th'epRev-
This medium was known under the nameltor et
erend Swami Mazzininanda,” He had an :le a s

tructed something like those in lom e
oAt hes. He had various candles and images on t lsf 5:
":huln:':l'es' an image of Buddha, and also a nun‘ﬂ:»er ?id ]?y
;li];a;lﬁlzlggres It was a great mixture of “ f;ll}:fn B% . 1;::
tholici odern spiritualism. :
ld{i?linnanalsgatgglszliﬁé ggiuﬁe of a Buddhist priest at his
se?l:?ss.“ priest” held services here for the falthfui. Eg
conducted all in Hindoostani (7), his _nat1veu:;2i1;£nding
d, prayed to Buddha, etc,, all in a q it
f‘ha'nte ich.” Certain evenings of the week were deve
togl‘l‘)]s)zf;is-t;avel ” and certain everﬁ{:lgs after the religious
i « Bla » was held.
s tlErlx:I:Illc \Slﬁle:e{ have mentioned attended one oé
thThedE:E séances. He sat with other spectators al;:u:e_
heseoom in perfect darkness. The spectators _:rhere I?inally
: t?rd to hold hands, so great was their faith. fom;
gmilie darkness, a queer-looking, vapory, luml?cglse o
l‘:'Il‘lo:)att.ad around i;1 the air and pausefi in fr,or;:. Oknees I; -
tors. My friend slipped down quietly on his sl
lgr;du.ally worked closer and closer to tzek}gfini)nfoﬁminou;
i t the vapor was of luminous
HI::tlieléi E?;llii,fletg: ::'l};?i not desl:i,re to e:q:u;set thlse‘ g;e}s,t;d
ired e the “ priest ” know that som
3?:(:}(;35'2?;?1:: hall\‘dry frieng accordingly took hold of the
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gauze and gave it a very sli j
lm&t‘l;diately returned Quifetf}lrl%g tﬁ?soll;::vard( el
s ;{rie‘;;%’ \:‘rf;so anlmmednate pause in the discourse of the
s sti,ck = ad really been floating this form on the end
i On{.: A tveryon_e knew that something had happened
P in1_1 ht:ny friend knew_' what it was. The ¢ priest ’:
B is sI_ow, peculiar, eccentric and measured
unabl,e & Vi' received a very great shock; and T will be
Lk con mue_furthf:r this evening.” The next da
A cinl';vzrs_atloq with some of the “faithful,” th)ifs,
= inteni ated in his peculiar manner of speakin’g and
e € earnestness, that which follows: “ Last ’ni ht
. aé ;;ry gfeat shock. ‘I was just in the middlegof
o pter” and the spirit of the Master, Krishna
e Hin;ala av:mg spent the greater portion of my life on’
ik T{}, §; my 1"1ght eye has become injured by the
i ;3 S en pointing to his right’eye, he added, “M
ko7 e & Gt i whch o oot b
o X ; see in the dark with it. T im-
di:?i?;gly ::ﬂlﬁd my ,rlght eye downward and T lét}kecIi !1I_III
oy dirkn‘: a lady s hand reached out toward rﬁy r.obe
Hibries i ﬂj:’ ti?sd”thl';‘ Iiai;ifd ];ook h{:;lldSOf it and jerked it
: 5.7 everend Swami i
;t;f:ﬁl,) b); c;sl}l}ghtl}}r] .jerk_lng his coat downward. Ith:::slilgf ;
R
: is faithful follow :
coféll?;ttilg a:"ter this, wh_en the Los Angeles I;Zilald was
. ‘gv hecrz;s;de against .tfge numerous mediums of that
ﬁsca;ted mate;;a} ofa(:o?z?ee:? 1tbl'llta 3 ltlf s
m = {3 = s
was arrested and imprisoned for S(’)l:le‘sof rﬁgdgg‘f&cﬁm .

Hereward Carrington

More Tricks of “ Spirifudlists i

“ MATTER THROUGH MATTER 2

THERE is one very clever “ test” that is sometimes per-
formed which would seem to show that .something of
this sort is accomplished. It is, however, nothing more than
an ingenious trick, and this might be a good time to explain
its modus operandi. The general effect of the illusion is this
The medium requests some one to assist him in an experi-
ment in which he is. going to attempt to pass ““matter
through matter.”. As the test is one in which a confederate
might easily be employed, he is very careful to choose some
person who is ‘well known, or whose character is above all
suspicion.  If this were not so, the entire effect of the test
would be lost upon the investigators. Having secured his:
assistant, he hands him; for examination, a solid steel ring,
just large enough to slip on and off the hand'and arm easily.
The ring is perfectly solid, and may be examined by anyone
desirous of doing so. When this part of ‘the performance
is finished, the medium and his sitter then join or clasp their:
right hands (as in handshaking), and the sitter is instructed
not to release the hand for a single instant. To “make
assurance doubly sure,” however, the hands are fastened
together in any way the sitters may desire; the hands being
tied together with tape, e. g., and the ends of this tape tied
and the knots sealed. The tape connects the wrists and the
hands of the medium and his sitter, and this tying may be
made as secure as possible. A piece of thick cloth is now
thrown over the two hands and the lower part of the arms,
concealing them from view. - With his disengaged hand the
medium now takes the iron ring and passes it up under the
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