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HIAWATHA FALLS.

Tribute to Humboldt.
Those

Great minds seem to be a part of the infinite. )
possessing them seem to be brothers of the mountains
B

and the seas.
Humboldt was one of those. He was one of the few,

great enough to rise above the supcrstition and pre]udtlce
of his time, and to know that experience, observation
and reason are the only basis of knowledg_e. ‘

He became one of the greatest of men in spite of hav-
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ing been born rich and noble—fn spite of position. I
say in spite of these things, because wealth and position
are generally the enemies of genius, and the destroyers
of talent. ;

Europe becoming too small for his genius, he visited
the tropics. He sailed along the gigantic Amazon—
the mysterious'Orinoco—traversed the Pampas—climbed
the Andes until he stood upon the crags of Chimborazo,
more than eighteen thousand feet above the level of the
sea, and climbed on until blood flowed from his eyes and
lips. For nearly five years he pursued his investigations
in the new world, accompanied by the intrepid Bonp-~
land. Nothing escaped his attention. He was the best
intellectual organ of these new revelations of science,
He was calm, reflective and eloquent; filled with a sense
of the beautiful, and the love of truth. His collections
were immense, and valuable beyond calculation to every
science. He endured innumerable hardships, braved
countless dangers in unknown and savage lands, and ex-
hausted his fortune for the advancement of true learning.

Upon his return to Europe he was hailed as the sec-
ond Columbus; as the scientific discoverer of America;
as the revealer of a new world: as the great demon-
strator of the sublime truth, that the universe is governed
by law. I haveseen a .picture of the old man, sitting
upon a mountain side—abgve him the eternal snow—
below, the smiling valley of the tropics, filled with vine
and palm; his chin upon- his breast, his eyes deep,
thoughtful and calm—his forehead majestic—grander
than the mountain upon which he sat—crowned with
the snow of his yvhitened hair, he looked the intellectual
autocrat of this world. Not satisfied with his discover-
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ies in America, he crossed the steppes of Asia, the
wastes of Siberia, the great Ural range adding to the
kuowledge of mankind at every step. His energy ac-
knowledged noobstacle, his life knew no leisure; every
day was filled with labor and with thought. - He was
ofie of the apostles of science, and he served his divine
master with a self-sacrificing zeal that knew no abate-
ment; with an ardor that constantly increased, and
with a devotion unwavering and constant as the polar
star,

Humboldt was the friend and companion of the great-
est poets, historians, philologists, artists, statesmen,
critics and logicians of his time.

He was the companion of Schiller, who believed that
man would be regenerated through the influence of the
Beautiful; of Goethe, the grand patriarch of German
literature; of Wieland, who has been called the Vol-
taire of Germany; of Herder, who wrote the outlines of
a philosophical history of man; of Kotzebue, who lived
in the world of romance; of Schleiermacher, the panthe-
ist; of Schlegel, who gave to his countrymen the en-
chanted realm of Shakspeare; of the sublime of Kent,
author of the first work published in German on Pure
Reason; of Fiche, the infinite idealist; of Schoepen-
hauer, the European Buddhist who followed the great
Gautama to the painless and ‘dreamless Nirvana, and of
hundreds of others whose name are familiar to and hon-
ored by the scientific world.

He was to science what Shakspeare was to the drama.

In all ages the people have honored those who dis-
honored them. They have worshiped their destroyers;
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they have cononized the most gigantic liars, and buried
the great thieves in marble and gold. Under the loftiest
monuments sleeps the dust of murder,

Imposture has always worn a crown.

The world is beginning to change because the people
are beginning to think. To think is to advance. Every-
where the great minds are investigating the creeds and
the superstitions of men—the phenomena of nature, and
the laws of things. At the head of this great army of
investigators stood Humboldt—the serene leader of an
intellectual host—a king by the suffrage of science, and
the divine right of genius.

And to-day we are not honoring some butcher called a
soldier—some wily politician. called a statesman-—.some
robber called a king—nor some malicious metaphysician
called a saint,  We are honoring the grand Humboldt,
whose victories were all achieved in the arena of thought,
who destroyed prejndice, ignorance and error—not men,
who shed light—not blood, and who contributed fto
the knowledge, the wealth, and the hapiness of all
mankind.

We associate the name of Humboldt with oceans,
continents, mountains and voicanoes-with the great
palms—the wide. deserts—the snow-lipped craters of the
Andes—with primeval forests and European capitals—
with wildernesses and universities—with savages aud
savans—with the lonely rivers of unpeopled wastes—
with peaks and pampas, and steppes, and cliffs and crags
__with the progress of the world—and every science
known to man, and with every star glittering in the im-
mensity of space
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Humboldt adopted none of the soul-shrinking creeds
of his day, wasted none of his time in the stupidities,
/inanities and contradictions of theological metaphysics;
he did not endeavor to harmonize the astronomy and
geology ot a barbarous people with the science of the
nineteenth century. Never, for one moment, did he
abandon the sublime standard of truth; he investigated,
he studied, he thought, he seperated the gold from the
dross in the crucible of his grand brain. He was never
found on his knees before the altar of superstition. He
was never found on his knees before the altar of super-
stition. He stood erect by the grand’ tranquil column
of reason. He was an admirer, a lover, an adorer of
nature, and at the age of ninety, bowed by the weight of
nearly a century, covered with the insignia of honor,
loved by a nation, respected: by a world, with kings
for his servants, he laid his weary head upon her
bosom—upon the bosom of the universal Mother—and
with her loving arms around him, sank into the slumber
called Death.

The world is his monument; upon the eternal granite
of her hills he inscribed his name, and there upon ever-
lasting stone his genius wrote this sublimest of truth:
¢« PHE UNIVERSE 1S GOVERNED BY LAW."
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HON. JAMES G. BLAINE.

Ingersoll’s Eulogy on James G. Blaine.

At Cincinnati, June, 1876, in nominating James G.
Blaine for President, Col. Ingersoll spoke as follows (full
report):

MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: Massa-
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chusetts may be satisfied with the loyalty of Benjamin
H. Bristow; so am I; but if any man nominated by this
convention cannot carry the State of Massachusetts, I
am not satisfied with the loyalty of that State. If the
nominee of thls convention cannot carry the grand old
commonwealth of Massachusetts by seventy-five thou-
sand majority I would advise them to sell out Fan-
euil Hall as a Democratic headquarters. I would
advise them to take from Bunker Hill that old monument
of glory. :

The Republicans of the United States demand as their
leader in the great contest of 1876, a man of intelligence,
a man of integrity, a man of well-known and approved

.political opinions, They demand a statesman; they de-

mand a reformer after as well as before the election.
They demand a politician in the highest, broadest and
best sense—a man of superb moral courage. They de-
mand a man acquainted with public affairs; with the
wants of the people; with not onlythe requirements
of the hour, but with the demand of the future.

They demand a man broad enough to comprehend the
relations of this Government to the other nations of the
earth. They demand a man well versed in the powers,
duties and prerogatives of each aud every department of
this Government. They demand a man who will sacred-
ly preserve the financial honor of the United States; one
who knows enough to know that the national debt must
be paid through the prosperity of the people; one who
knows enough to know that all the money must be made;
not by law but by labor; one who knows enough to know
that the people of the United States have the industry
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to make the money, and the honor to pay it over just as
fast as they make it.

The Republicans of the United States demand a man
who knows that prosperity and resumption, when they
come, must come together; that when they come they
will come hand in hand through the golden harvest fields;
hand in hand by the whirling spindles and the turning
wheels; hand in hand past the open furnace doors; hand
in hand by the chimneys filled with eager fire, greeted
and grasped by the counless sons of toil.

This money has to he dug out of the earth. You
connot make it by passing resolutions in a political
convention.

The Republicans of the United States want a man who
knows that this Government should protect every citizen,
at home and abroad; who knows that any Government
that will not defend its defenders and protect its pro-
tectors, is a disgrace to the map of the world. They de-
mand a man who believes in the eternal separation and
divorcement of church and school. They demand a man
whose political reputation is as spotless as a star: but
they do not demand that their candidate shall have a cir-
tificate of moral character signed by a Confederate Con-
gress. The man who has, in full, heaped and rounded
measure, all these splendid qualifications is the present
grand and gallant leader of the Republiean party—James
G. Blaine.

Our country, crowned with the vast and marvelous
achievments of its first century, asks for a man worthy of
the past and prophetic of her futuré; asks for a man
who has the audacity of genius: asks for a man
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gri?at Republic, the only Republic that ever existed upon
this earth; in the name of all her defenders and of all her
supporters; in the name of all her soldiers living: in the

L who is the grandest combination of heart, conscience
and brain beneath her flag. Such a man is James
G. Blaine.
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E ‘ For the Republican host, led by this intrepid man, : name of all hersoldiers dead upon the field of b:t,tle -
i there can be no defeat. :J:.-_ in the name of those who perished in the skeleton clutch

This is a grand year—a year filled with recollections

. of famine at Andersonville d Li ;
of the Revolution; filled with the proud and tender mem- and Libby, whose suffer-

ings he so vividly remembers, Illinois—Illinois nom-

- ories of the past; with the sacred legends of Liberty; a 1 Hates for il nomt Phodot b s
| ‘F 1 year in which the sons of freedom will drink from the : prince of parliamentarians—that Iead‘e Ofunl ry(;] =
15 fountains of enthusiasm; a year in which the people call Jom a6 Bl r of leaders—
- for a man who has preserved in Congress what our sold-

iers won upon the field; ayear in which they call for the
man who has torn from the throat of treason the tongue i
of slander— for the man who has snatched the mask of A4
Democracy from the hideous face of rebellion; for this & -
man who, like an intellectual athlete, has stood in the
arena of debate and challenged all comers, and who is
still a total stranger to defeat.

Like an armed warrior, like a plumed knight, James
G: Blane marched down'the halls of the American Con-
gress and threw his shining lance full and fair against the
brazen foreheads of the defamers of his country and
the maligners of her honor. For the Republican -
party to desert this gallant leader now is as though
an army should desert their General upon the field
of battle. . :

James G. Blaine is now and has been for years the
bearer of the sacred standard of the Republican
party. Icall it sacred because no human being can
stand beneath its folds without becoming and without
remaining free.

Gentlemen of the convention, in the name of the




