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C H A P T E R I. 

T H E B R I E F S T O R Y . 

% i i » < E V E R ¥ " t e i K 

' Story ; a s tory in 

the te l l ing of w h i c h 

there are t w o distinct 

methods. O n e w a y 

includes only the question of 

^ w h a t are ca l led " r e s o u r c e s " ; 

the t h i n g s that are present 

t o d a y , and wi l l increase or 

decl ine t o m o r r o w , and which 

interest the a v e r a g e Ameri-

can a c c o r d i n g l y . T h e other 

is misty, intangible, historical , a h o v e r i n g phantom 

w h o s e presence is not visible, b u t which is neverthe-

less a l w a y s there, a n a b i d i n g l e g a c y to w h o e v e r shall 

come, an inf luence not to b e avoided, a mist such as 

that with w h i c h t ime has d i m m e d the colors of an 

old p a i n t i n g ; not intended, but s o m e t h i n g which to 

all beholders b e l o n g s to the picture . 

T h i s s tory m a y be d iv ided into periods, of which , 

in respect to Cal i fornia , there a r e manifest ly three. 

First , there is the old t ime of the Missions, part of 

the scheme of Spanish conquest , i m p a r t i n g a certain 

co lor ing w h i c h noth ing more practical and modern 

will ever entirely w a s h out . Second, the A m e r i c a n 

romance of the A r g o n a u t s ; a romance not a n y more 
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intended than the first, b u t one of the most thr i l l ing 

in history, p r o d u c i n g a new d e v e l o p m e n t of the 

m y r i a d S a x o n c h a r a c t e r as evolved on this continent . 

It is only for ty years old. Men are l i v i n g w h o took 

part in it. Y e t it has g o n e into history as a dist inct 

romance, scarcely considered in a n y other l ight , but 

illy to be spared f rom the story of A m e r i c a n progress, 

or the p a g e s of t h a t unpract ica l b u t indispensable 

l i terature which t ime builds, which e v e r y nation owns, 

and w h i c h in t i m e comes to be considered a l e g a c y 

and possession as sacred as the m o n u m e n t s that com-

memorate a n y species of h u m a n g lory . T h e third 

period m u s t of necessity be described b y a word 

w h i c h cul ture c o n d e m n s and ref inement refuses to 

recognize . It comprises the t ime at w h i c h the A m e r -

ican re-discovered the c l imatic secret of the S p a n i a r d . 

It is the period of the " B o o m . " 

T h e t ime h a s not c o m e for any descr ipt ion of this 

last, t h o u g h its remarkable results are seen on e v e r y 

hand. T h e t ime must c o m e when an a t t e m p t will be 

m a d e to f o r m u l a t e into some d e g r e e of compactness 

and tangibi l i ty the dead-and-gone sensations of the 

p e o p l e whose s i n g u l a r exper ience it w a s to witness 

w i t h their v e r y eyes^all the processes of the m a k i n g 

of an empire : an Oriental empire, t h a t g r e w like the 

exhalat ions of a n i g h t ; b y the r u b b i n g of a l a m p ; 

b y an incantat ion; f u l l of mirac les ; substantia l , y e t 

covered w i t h mystery and c lothed upon w i t h a gar-

ment not heretofore worn b y any form of A m e r i c a n 

life. It is a period w h e n the most bri l l iant exploits 

of financiering, the wi ldest dreams of speculat ion, the 

m o s t e x t r a v a g a n t pretensions, the most s t r ik ing f o r m s 

©t assertion, are covered by an accompl ishment here-

tofore marked only by the lapse of painful y e a r s ; b y 

a vis ible a c h i e v e m e n t heretofore only k n o w n in the 

passage of centuries. T h e sunshine covers it al l w i t h 

a y e l l o w g l o r y . T h e winterless y e a r wreathes it w i t h 

gar lands . It m i g h t b e a corner of A l g i e r s . O n its 

coast invisible spirits s ing, " c o m e u n t o these ye l low 

sands." N a t u r e has m a d e it the domain of the a l w a y s 

a f t e r n o o n ; enterprise and race h a v e turned it into a 

hive whose hum is ceaseless. B l u e m o u n t a i n s fence 

the horizon, and its va l leys smile in a kind of Bibl ica l 

peace whose rest fulness does not touch the modern 

soul. T h e h o m e of the cypress and myrt le , its v e r y 

air that of the old lands where in all ages the human 

soul has dreamed, there are y e t neither gar lands nor 

dreams. 

T h e first of these periods can only be recal led b y 

b r i n g i n g together the shreds and ravel ings of a his-

tory w h i c h covers several centuries , y e t the memen-

toes of it dot the Ca l i fornian landscape as s t range ly 

as t h o u g h old Spain had been a w a k e n e d with a new 

populat ion a m i d her o r a n g e - g r o v e s and g r a y wal ls ; 

w i t h new water in her m o s s y s luices; with a new lan-

g u a g e and a strange rel igion. T h o r o u g h l y in k e e p i n g 

with the landscape, b u t s t range ly at variance with all 

artificial surroundings , the c r u m b l i n g towers of these 

ancient temples k e e p one a l l the t ime w o n d e r i n g if 

this b e a n y l a w f u l portion of the great A m e r i c a n inher-

itance, and perhaps one somet imes wishes them en-

tirely out of the way . Dai ly the incongrui ty b e t w e e n 

the then and the n o w becomes more striking, and 

dai ly the c r u m b l i n g wal ls remind more s trongly of a 



modern usurpat ion of w h a t w a s m e a n t for other uses. 

So l o n g as they shall stand there is a f e e l i n g that it is 

n o t entirely a S a x o n c o u n t r y . F l o w e r s and eternal 

s u m m e r are not the natura l s u r r o u n d i n g s of the race. 

T h e arts of i rr igat ion, the cul ture t h a t is E g y p t i a n , 

the vegetat ion that k n o w s no a u t u m n tints and f a l l i n g 

leaves, the exot ic odors t h a t burden the air, the b r o w n 

hil ls that can never be w h i t e w i t h snow, the eternal 

ye l low sunshine and b lue h a z e ; these t h i n g s have 

never, in the h is tory of c ivi l izat ion before , been the 

l a w f u l and permanent property of those whose ances-

tors h a v e been the brethren of w h i t e w i n t e r and the 

h a r d y nurse l ings of s torms and cold. 

T h e r e should rather b e the t i n k l i n g of vesper-bel ls 

across l o n g reaches of pasture lands. T h e r e should 

be flowing garments , and b r o w n faces, and b lack eyes, 

and maidens w i t h red roses in their braids . T h e r e 

should be o ld-wor ld songs, and rustic dances, and the 

dim f a i n t t i n k l i n g s of gu i tar -s t r ings in the night. 

T h e r e should b e processions, and wayside crosses, and 

all the s imple w a y s of a people w h o d o not learn or 

c h a n g e , w h o bel ieve w h a t they are to ld , and w h o are 

c o n t e n t w i t h w h a t has been for a thousand years . 

T h e r e should b e laden asses t ravers ing r o c k y moun-

tain paths, and d u s t y f o o t m e n w h o h o p e somet ime to 

reach their j o u r n e y ' s end content , and w o m e n w h o sit 

and spin in open d o o r w a y s , and the b r o w n robes of 

friars, and the shovel hats of pr iests; and over all 

that s w e e t content u n k n o w n in A m e r i c a n l i fe. 

A n d even here such things have been. It w a s pri-

mari ly because the c o u n t r y w a s l ike Spain that t h e y 

were . T h e y seemed permanent . T h e r e w a s no por-

tent of any change . T h e Spanish t o n g u e and faith 

w e r e f irmly planted a m i d s u r r o u n d i n g s s o natural 

that the only dif ference w a s that they were better. 

T h e r e w a s absolute iso lat ion. T h e sea w a s on the 

one hand and a w i d e wi lderness on the other. T h e 

names were of al l the d e a r saints and saintesses of 

t imes b e y o n d the Moor, before the crusades, or the 

A r m a d a , or Mart in L u t h e r . T h e V i r g i n , Nuestra 

Sef iora la R e i n a d e L o s A n g e l e s , had this new realm 

of roses for her own, and t h e y g a v e her fresh gar lands 

every d a y . T h e A l c a l d e w a s here w i t h his tasseled 

staff, and the soldier w i t h his casque and his c l u m s y 

musket , and the crone w i t h her herbs and her gossip, 

and the y o u n g m a n with his sombrero and his mous-

tache, and the gir l w i t h her e y e s and her rebosa. N o 

land the Spaniard f o u n d in all his w a n d e r i n g s suited 

him and w a s m a d e for h i m so nearly as this. 

A n d he lost i t first of all, and so easily. It w a s 

first b y a real-estate transaction of the shrewd Ameri-

can, k n o w n as the treaty of G u a d a l o u p e H i d a l g o , and 

secondly by the d iscovery of that w h i c h first, a f t e r 

mother church, has ever been the Spaniard 's r u l i n g 

passion, g o l d . T h e evil fa te which t imed the sequence 

of these events must be taken as part of the Span-

iard's lot on this side the sea. H e has gone , and the 

mementoes of his brief and picturesque t ime are solely 

those R o m a n towers which t ime is t h r o w i n g down, 

and the m o u l d e r i n g crosses that stand a b o v e u n n a m e d 

graves . T h e c o m i n g of these unheralded ambassa-

d o r s of C h r i s t ; their c o n q u e r i n g of s a v a g e tribes as 

t h o u g h b y a necromatic spell ; was wonder fu l . T h e i r 
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b r o k e n - h e a r t e d flitting w a s a l m o s t t r a g i c . B u t in 

ne i ther case w e r e t h e y i n t e n t i o n a l l y m a k i n g h i s t o r y , 

and he w h o seeks t o k n o w the deta i l s of one of the 

g r e a t s tor ies of h u m a n e n d e a v o r m u s t d e l v e a l m o s t 

b l i n d l y . 

T H E F I R S T P A L M S . 

C H A P T E R 11. 

A S C R A P O F H I S T O R Y 

PE R H A P S it m i g h t m o r e p r o p e r l y b e ca l led a w a n t 

of h is tory , f o r in the ear l ier annals of t h i s u n i q u e 

r e p u b l i c the s c r a p re ferred to is never m e n t i o n e d . 

H a l e , B a r n e s , Q u a c k e n b o s , H a s s a r d , B a n c r o f t , John-

ston, F r o s t , S c u d d e r — g o t h r o u g h the endless l ist of 

e l e m e n t a r y and a b b r e v i a t e d histories as f a r a s y o u 

w i l l — a n d y o u wi l l find al l the earl ier f a c t s s u c c i n c t l y 

s ta ted in their o r d e r . A l l b u t this, p e r h a p s in its w a y 

the m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g of al l . E v e r y s c h o o l - b o y k n o w s 

C a p t a i n John S m i t h to an e x t e n t of i n t i m a c y t h a t 

ent i re ly p r e v e n t s his s o m e w h a t h y p o t h e t i c a l e x p l o i t s 

f r o m b e c o m i n g m i x e d w i t h those of a n y o ther of his 

i n n u m e r a b l e n a m e s a k e s . P o c a h o n t a s and her a d v e n -

tures is as f a m i l i a r as C i n d e r e l l a , and a l m o s t as true. 

S o m e t i m e s the more p r o m i n e n t of the P i l g r i m F a t h e r s 

are k n o w n b y name, and in m a n y cases a d is t inct 

r e l a t i o n s h i p is c l a i m e d w i t h them. O n e immorta l 

S p a n i a r d c la ims p r e c e d e n c e in the school-boy i d e a ; 

p o o r old P o n c e de L e o n , w h o f o r the f o u n t a i n of 

y o u t h f o u n d the O k e e c h o b e e s w a m p s , and for f a b l e d 

w e a l t h and e t e r n a l l i fe a g r a v e in the Mississippi . 

N o t h i n g can b e m o r e f a m i l i a r than all the m e n and 

peri ls of those ear ly b e g i n n i n g s , the w h y s and w h e r e -

f o r e s of them, and the m o m e n t o u s and e n o r m o u s 

results that i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w e d or h a v e since g r o w n 

o u t of t h e m . 



F o r they pertain to the eastern c o a s t ; to the S a x o n 

side. T h e y are interest ing because they are of us 

and our affairs. T h e r e is an egot ism of which we are 

not conscious, and of which we of ten accuse others , 

which has sometimes caused us to f o r g e t that the 

A m e r i c a n continent has more than one side. 

It has dis t inct ly two, and the early b e g i n n i n g s of 

the western coast form a curious paral lel with those of 

the eastern. T o trace this paral lel m a y not be unin-

terest ing save to those w h o v i e w even history from a 

race and personal s t a n d - p o i n t ; to w h o m the pictur-

esque is n o t h i n g and the practical all. M a n y of the 

curiosit ies of A m e r i c a n history seem to have been 

lost s ight of. F e w reflect that there are s ix ty mil l ion 

people on this side the sea w h o speak the Spanish 

tongue, and least of all is it remembered that the 

m o t i v e that b r o u g h t the w i n n i n g and a b i d i n g civili-

zations a l ike to the At lant ic and the Pacif ic coasts w a s 

a re l ig ious one. T h e c u p i d i t y that planted James-

t o w n fai led, b u t the zeal that nourished itself a m i d 

the b l e a k steri l i ty of a country sparsely inhabited 

even by the Indians, l ived. S o the g o l d - h u n t i n g 

Spaniard died around the tattered banners of innumer-

able expedi t ions , but the Franciscan survived. It 

w a s the church of Paul that came to the E a s t ; that 

of P e t e r l ived its d a y of zeal and died its l i n g e r i n g 

death in the West . E a c h b e g o t a certain civi l ization, 

the chiefest characterist ics of which still remain, 

opposed eternal ly , one to be finally and utter ly 

obl i terated b y the other. T h e r ivalry and s t r u g g l e 

are of these times, for in the b e g i n n i n g they k n e w 

n o t h i n g of each other. A thousand l e a g u e s of w h a t 

is n o w the most splendid empire the w o r l d has ever 

seen lay unexplored b e t w e e n them, u n k n o w n to both. 

T h e P u r i t a n saw his i m m e d i a t e s u r r o u n d i n g s ; the 

F r a n c i s c a n o n l y his. B u t a l ike on both coasts w a s 

the seed of c ivi l izat ion planted in toil and tears, and 

nourished with p r a y e r and blood. 

T h e paral lel does not begin with civi l izat ion and 

sett lement only, b u t g o e s b a c k even to d i s c o v e r y ; 

w i t h L e i f the L u c k y on the one hand, and one Juan 

R o d r i g u e z C a b r i l l o on the other. T h e first w a s an 

event so dim in the past that unti l very late ly it w a s 

not recognized as an historical fact at all, and the 

last fo l lows it at an interval of only some five hundred 

years. T h e w o r l d w a s then w h o l l y w r a p p e d in that 

deep sleep w h i c h m a y be l ikened to the s lumbers of 

infancy. T h e flight of eventless centuries did not 

count. F o r all that happened between, these t w o 

events m i g h t have fo l lowed each other immediate ly . 

In fact , all that did happen w a s that western v o y a g e 

of C o l u m b u s which has l inked his name forever w i t h 

the greatest event in history. Y e t it m i g h t be said, 

not w i t h o u t a r g u m e n t and dispute, but with as m u c h 

reason and fairness as history ordinari ly shows, that 

it is to L e i f and Cabr i l lo w e o w e it all. V i n l a n d and 

its successive sett lements and abandonments , and 

N e w Spain w i t h its fruit less expedi t ions and discour-

aged adventurers , are neither of them m y t h s . F r o m 

the story of Lei f did C o l u m b u s obtain the idea w h i c h 

sustained him in w h a t w a s so l o n g considered the 

original inspiration of his genius, and from C a b r i l l o 

and his lonesome v o y a g e s in w i d e r and still less famil-

iar waters than those of the At lant ic , came finally 

the w o n d e r f u l s tory of C a l i f o r n i a . 
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F o r C o l u m b u s visited Iceland in 1477, and d o u b t -

less obtained surpr is ing ideas f r o m those m o u l d y 

records which were in existence l o n g e n o u g h before 

and a f t e r his death to rob him of a port ion of his 

fame. H e w a s l ike m a n y a more recent inventor in 

that he possessed the f a c u l t y of pract ica l adaptat ion, 

at the m o m e n t w h e n the s leeping world w a s awaken-

i n g from that l e t h a r g y w h i c h is itself one of the 

unexpla ined w o n d e r s of history. T h e son of Er ic 

the R e d did not perceive the i m p o r t of the adverse 

winds and the torn sails which cast him u n w i l l i n g 

upon N e w E n g l a n d shores. Y e t his kindred, and not 

those of C o l u m b u s , have finally m a d e A m e r i c a w h a t 

it is. Phi l ip III . of S p a i n w a s one of those w h o d o 

not forget , and w h e n af ter Cabr i l lo came the E n g l i s h -

man, D r a k e , in 1578, n a m i n g the c o u n t r y N e w Alb ion, 

he g r e w jea lous and sent a mariner n a m e d V i z c a i n o 

to e x p l o r e the c o u n t r y . H e did this, and m a d e a 

report on p a r c h m e n t w h i c h w a s doubt less d u l y filed, 

and w h i c h staid in its dist inguished pigeon-hole for a 

h u n d r e d and s ixty-seven years. A s for D r a k e , all 

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g people have been in the habit of 

r e g a r d i n g him as a g r e a t nav igator and explorer . 

V i e w e d f rom another side he w a s noth ing of that 

k ind. R e p u t a b l e Spanish records speak of him as a 

pirate, and an inte l l igent Cast i l ian will g r o w w a r m 

upon the point to this d a y . H i s offense consisted 

apparent ly in the v e r y c o m m o n modern one of impu-

d e n c e — i t w a s the " N e w A l b i o n " business that con-

s i g n e d him to i n f a m y . Y e t he never knew t h a t 

C a b r i l l o had preceded him in the b a y of San D i e g o , 

into which , and out of which, each one sailed in t u r n . 

each as unconscious as the other of the remote results 

of his lonely find on those shining western shores. 
• 

A s in the case of L e i f ' s d iscovery , where at inter-

vals of a few years var ious sett lements were made and 

each in turn abandoned, Cabr i l lo ' s early find bore 

fruit. H o w m a n y expedi t ions to " L a s Ca l i forn ias " 

were organized , h o w m a n y never returned, w h a t suf-

fer ings and disappointments they endured, will never 

be known. T h e y all fai led l ike the sett lements of the 

D a n e s and S w e d e s on the At lant ic coast . T h e y both 

lacked the mot ive of those t w o o ppo s ing y e t identical 

rel igions which burned like fire in the bowels of their 

adherents, which carried them t h r o u g h perils and 

punishments l ike those of Paul , and which made them 

g l o r y in peril and m a r t y r d o m . T h e P i l g r i m s faced 

the wi lderness with an obst inacy inherited by their 

sons and d a u g h t e r s ever since, and the Franc iscans 

amid cactus, rock, alkali and sage had no less a l o n g 

series of v ic iss i tudes and perils. It is true that the 

re l ig ious motives of the t w o sett lements were differ-

ent. O n e s o u g h t " fred&om to worship G o d " for 

themselves; the other f reedom to m a k e others wor-

ship a c c o r d i n g to the dictates of an imported con-

science. B o t h l a r g e l y fai led in these intentions, the 

result b e i n g in both instances to found a civi l ization 

in which rel igion can h a r d l y be said to be either a 

foundat ion or a r u l i n g motive . B u t it w a s the 

inspiration of the C r o s s in e i ther case that furnished 

the mot ive for the t w o ear ly s t r u g g l e s most prominent 

in the annals of a continent . 

F o r they were t imes so inconceivably curious that 

no modern man or w o m a n can form an a d e q u a t e 



conception of them. Y e a r s and centuries were b u t as 

days . R e f o r m s were u n k n o w n except as connected 

with the t w o forms of the Chris t ian faith ; f o r m s so 

virulent t h a t each w a s to the other w o r s e than " hea-

t h e n e s s e ; " an o b j e c t of hatred such as in later t imes 

can not b e e n g e n d e r e d b y the mere differences of 

opinion inevi table a m o n g men. Y e t rel igion w a s the 

great p o w e r of the wor ld . It w a s to bel ieve all , and 

u n d o u b t i n g l y , t h a t men l ived. T h e r e w a s n o science. 

Stories of inconceivable m a g n i t u d e were readi ly 

bel ieved, and taies of colossal proport ions implic i t ly 

relied u p o n . T h e w o r l d w a s flat. T h e sun m o v e d . 

Stars fel l . E lectr ic i ty w a s merely the q u a l i t y of 

r u b b e d amber. Grav i ta t ion , co-existent w i t h the uni-

verse, w a s an idea not to be evolved for hundreds of 

years, and the c irculat ion of the b lood had not yet 

occurred to any man. T h e r e were " g o r g o n s , and 

hydras , and c h i m e r a s d ire . " A personal devi l w a l k e d 

the earth unabashed and uncontrol led for four cen-

turies a f ter these t imes, and in despite of him there 

were u n d o u b t e d miracles w r o u g h t a m o n g the faith-

f u l - miracles that all bel ieved in on peril of their 

souls. L i t e r a l i s m w a s an" implacable g h o u l t h a t 

c la imed v i c t i m s f rom every class. T h e n were born 

those bel iefs w h o s e descendant bel iefs are not y e t 

eradicated, and w h i c h tie the h u m a n race to the past 

Y e t they w e r e the t imes of learning, even of 

scholarship. Ascet ic ism, the rapt attent ion of a soul 

to theories, h a s never thriven so wel l before or s ince. 

A l c h e m y claimed its disciples b y the score, and an 

u n i v e r s a l solvent w a s as near ly on the eve of real-

ization as lévi tat ion is now. K n o w i n g n o t h i n g , 

s tupidi ty as to truth and gul l ib i l i ty as to theory and 

assertion were the rule. T o have brains, to reason, 

was to be a magician, and to be burned or to be 

famous accordingly . T h e r e w a s a passion for travel, 

and a thirst for the barbarous g l o r y w h i c h came of 

self-reported adventure and research. T h e first t ime 

that the word " C a l i f o r n i a " is k n o w n to have been 

used is as the name of a w o n d e r f u l island. It is in a 

wild old Spanish narrative published at Sevi l le in 
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1510, and is there referred to as b e i n g " o n the r ight 

hand of the Indies . " T h e place was peopled w i t h 

A m a z o n s and Griffins, and the said women were black. 

S o m e reader of this narrat ive remembered it, and 

g a v e it certa inty by b e i n g present when the c o u n t r y 

w a s actual ly discovered, for it w a s an a g e when a l ittle 

story like that, told b y a reputable man and h a v i n g 

every internal ev idence of probabi l i ty , impressed 

itself upon the hearer. 

O u t of this dul l and stupid mass of universal 

ignorance and c r e d u l i t y dr i f ted L e i f the L u c k y , son 



of E r i c the R e d , on o n e coast , a n d o u t of it c a m e 

C a b r i l l o o n t h e other . B e t w e e n t h e t w o s a i l e d 

C o l u m b u s a d v i s e d l y , f o r he k n e w t h e l u c k l e s s h i s t o r y 

of t h e l u c k y one. B o t h t h e f o r m e r w e n t here a n d 

t h e r e in frai l vesse ls o v e r u n k n o w n seas, k e p t b y t h e 

V i r g i n or O d i n as t h e case m i g h t be, a n d g u i d e d b y 

a m a g n e t i z e d b i t of m e t a l h u n g b y a t h r e a d h e l d 

u p o n o c c a s i o n w i t h t h e t h u m b a n d f inger H o w 

l i t t le t h e y k n e w of t h e resul ts of their w a n d e r i n g s 

m a y b e j e s s e d b y t h e f a c t that C o l u m b u s t h e o n * 

p u r p o s e - g u i d e d m a n n e r of t h e three , d i e d a f t e r ! » 

th ird v o y a g e w i t h o u t in the least k n o w i n g w h a he 

h a d d i s c o v e r e d , or h a v i n g h e a r d the n a m e of e i t h e r 

C o l u m b i a or A m e r i c a , or b e i n g a w a r e of t h e s i m p l e 

f a c t that C u b a is an i s land. , . 

C a l i f o r n i a is the ch i ld of S p a i n , a n d S p a m of t h e 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y is a m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d y t h a n 

s l e h a s e v e r b e e n s ince . I t is a m a t t e r of u n c e a s . n g 

a s t o n i s h m e n t h o w far t h e old d o m . n . o n of h e r 

c ^ u i s ^ s spread, a n d h o w w i d e are even n o w t h 

i n f l u e n c e s a n d resul ts t h e y h a v e l e f t b e h m . T h e 

first E u r o p e a n w h o e v e r l o o k e d u p o n the w . d e p l a . n s 

W lie b e t w e e n the E a s t a n d the W e s t , or s tudred 

d o u b t f u l l y , t h e ashen flood of t h e M i s s o u r i , o r a w 

t h e a n c i e n t h o m e s of the P u e b l o s , or m a d e h * or 

g o t t e n g r a v e a m i d t h e c a c t u s a n d s a g e , w a s a 

S p a n i a r d ! S h e w a s the g r e a t e s t m a r i t i m e p o w e r o 

t h e wor ld , a n d she c o m b i n e d w i t h th is t h e f a c t t h a t 

she h a d m o r e r e l i g i o n t h a n a l l t h e w o r l d b e s i d e 

T h i s m a d e a n u n i q u e c o m b i n a t i o n w h e n w e c o m e to 

c o n s i d e r it , f o r she e a r l y a d o p t e d rules w h . c h p r e 

v e n t e d t h e e m b a r c a t i o n of a n y heret ic , o r r e l a u v e of 

a heret ic , t o h e r c o u n t r i e s b e y o n d sea. S h e p r o p o s e d 

t o k e e p t h e m u n c o n t a m i n a t e d , and, w h e n the r u l e 

w a s v i o l a t e d she p u n i s h e d t h e e v i l - d o e r w i t h fines 

a n d w h i p p i n g s , o f t e n w i t h b o t h . O n l y n a t i v e s of 

S p a i n p r o p e r w e r e p e r m i t t e d to t rave l as p a s s e n g e r s 
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to these n e w countr ies , a n d in 1662, a l i t t le t i m e a f t e r 

C a l i f o r n i a c a m e into h e r h a n d s , t h e p u n i s h m e n t f o r 

so m u c h as g o i n g on b o a r d a n " I n d i a " s h i p w i t h o u t 

t h e n e c e s s a r y v o u c h e r s w a s s e v e n y e a r s in the 

galleys. 



A SCRAP OF HISTORY. 

O n e c a n n o t b u t th ink w i t h a m u s e d surprise of the 

ship, e i ther Cabr i l lo ' s , o r D r a k e ' s , or V i z c a i n o ' s , w h i c h 

l u m b e r e d into the h a r b o r of S a n D i e g o fifty o r a 

h u n d r e d y e a r s a p a r t in those g o o d o ld t imes . S h e 

w a s r o u n d - b o w e d a n d square-s terned, of at m o s t 

s o m e three or f o u r h u n d r e d tons, and so b a d a sai lor 

t h a t one w o n d e r s h o w she e v e r c a m e a t all . S h e w a s 

a s ta te ly cra f t , h e r d e c k s l o a d e d w i t h t o w e r i n g struct-

ures at each e n d h a v i n g a h e i g h t e q u a l t o a f o u r t h 

of h e r l e n g t h . T h e s ides " t u m b l e d h o m e , as s a i l o r , 

say, so t h a t her g r e a t e s t w i d t h w a s b e l o w the water-

line a n d h e r l eas t on deck . S h e c o u l d n o t c a r r y 

even her l o w e r sails w i t h a stiff breeze . If she w a s 

of 400 tons h e r a v e r a g e l e n g t h w a s less than s e v e n t y 

feet , w h i l e an A m e r i c a n vessel of x S o tons is now 

m o r e than that . S h e sai led s i d e w i s e a l m o s t as w e l l 

as f o r w a r d , a n d s h e p i t c h e d a n d rol led a n d s tra ined 

c o n t i n u a l l y . S h e h a d t w o masts , and h e r b o w s p r i t 

w a s as l o n g as the m i z z e n . In h e r a d o r n m e n t a n d 

fittings s h e a t ta ined a l u x u r y to w h i c h e v e n a P u l l -

m a n c a r is a s t ranger . T h e p o o p and forecast le w e r e 

r ich w i t h c a r v i n g s a n d e m b l a z o n r y of armoria l b e a r -

ings, a n d t h e s tern a n d q u a r t e r s flamed w i t h p a i n t 

and g o l d . S h e h a d b a l u s t r a d e s and g a l l e r i e s w h e r e o n 

ar is tocrat ic p a s s e n g e r s d isported themselves unt i l the 

first hard b l o w b r o k e t h e m to pieces. E v e n the sails 

w e r e o r n a m e n t e d w i t h a l l e g o r i c a l figures, a n d f r o m 

e v e r y a v a i l a b l e p r o j e c t i o n s t r e a m e d flags a n d pen-

nants f r o m t w e n t y to e i g h t y y a r d s l o n g . S h e w a s 

m a n n e d b y s o m e fifteen off icers and s e v e n t y or e i g h t y 

men, bes ides e x p e r t s to w o r k t h e g u n s , and a c o m -

p a n y of soldiers. T h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t person o n 
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b o a r d w a s the pi lot , t h o u g h h e w a s third in rank, and 

he had c h a r g e of the c o u r s e of n a v i g a t i o n a n d the 

a c t u a l h a n d l i n g of the ship. Y e t , as late as 1550, it 

w a s u n d e r s t o o d t h a t he w a s f u l l y c o m p e t e n t , a f t e r a 

c iv i l -service e x a m i n a t i o n , if he c o u l d read the sai l ing-

orders a n d w r i t e his o w n n a m e w i t h a rubrica u n d e r 

it, a f t e r a S p a n i s h f a s h i o n sti l l imperat ive . H e cost 

t h o u s a n d s of l ives as an inst i tut ion, b u t s h o u l d n o t be 

too m u c h b l a m e d w h e n it is r e m e m b e r e d t h a t i t w a s 

a t i m e w h e n scholars c o n s i d e r e d A m e r i c a t o b e 

u n d o u b t e d l y India, t h a t the A n t i l l e s w e r e a p a r t of 

the m a i n land, and t h a t G r e e n l a n d w a s an i m m e d i a t e 

a d j u n c t of eastern S iber ia . T h e l i fe of a sai lor on 

b o a r d one of these floating pa laces w a s that of a d o g ; 

t h a t of a p a s s e n g e r of an outcast . T h e r e w e r e v e r m i n , 

b i l g e - w a t e r , ro l l ing, p i tching , c r a m p s , q u a r r e l s 

b e t w e e n the t w o pilots, g u e s s i n g as to w h e r e t h e y 

were . T h r e e h u n d r e d souls w e r e f r e q u e n t l y on 

b o a r d such a vessel , and they g u e s s e d themselves 

across the A t l a n t i c , a n d a r o u n d C a p e H o r n , and u p 

the l o n g Pac i f ic coast , a n d it w a s t h u s t h a t C a l i f o r n i a 

w a s d i s c o v e r e d . W h a t w a s ca l led " s h i p f e v e r " w a s 

a c o m m o n t h i n g in those d a y s . T h u s sai led the 

g r e a t A r m a d a , and the men w h o c o w e d and scattered 

it, E n g l i s h sai lors, w e r e a l l o w e d t o rot and s t a r v e in 

the streets of M a r g a t e b y their queen, the s ta te ly and 

s t i n g y E l i z a b e t h . 

T h o s e w e r e the p a l m y d a y s of the pirates . T h e r e 

w e r e w h o l e fleets of t h e m . T h e y lay in w a i t for e v e r y 

s t r a g g l i n g g a l l e o n , a n d o f t e n t h e y t o o k them as o f t e n 

as they c a m e to t h e m , fighting if necessary . S h i p s 

sai led g e n e r a l l y in c o n v o y s and fleets, a n d there w a s 



g r e a t c e r e m o n y . T h e y saluted each other all the 

time. T h e r e w a s more p o w d e r fired a w a y in cere-

m o n y than in fighting, and w h e n the t ime of fighting 

came there w a s n o t h i n g to d o it wi th . A n d the fleets 

a lmost a l w a y s became scattered. A g a l e w h i c h now 

w o u l d produce no uneasiness w h a t e v e r w o u l d then 

scatter , d ismast or sink a w h o l e fleet of gal leons. 

T h e y col l ided and ran into each other. A W e s t 

Indian " n o r t h e r " m e a n t certain destruct ion to every-

t h i n g af loat. L o s t ga l leons were counted not b y 

names, b u t b y hundreds . T h e r e w a s w a r w i t h E n g -

land. It lasted a quarter of a c e n t u r y . T h e Engl i sh 

did not h a v e any better ships, b u t t h e y h a t e d " Spain 

and p o p e r y , " and they had the Bri tannic lust for Span-

ish g o l d . H e r e b e g a n that d e c a y of Spanish p o w e r 

which has been the puzzle of historians. T h e Inqui-

sition t h r o u g h several generat ions kil led off the think-

i n g and s tudious class a t home, and the ocean storms 

and the Engl i sh killed the act ive and athlet ic class at 

sea. T h e y were both recognized factors of destruct ion 

even at the time. S o u t h A m e r i c a , the Anti l les , L a s 

Cal i fornias , had Spanish e m i g r a n t s b y the thousand. 

T h o u g h o n l y a port ion of these survived, t h e y never 

returned. T h e y were the w o n d e r f u l seed of that 

miraculous p lant ing whose f r u i t a g e yet survives, mak-

i n g the w h o l e of S o u t h A m e r i c a pract ica l ly Spain, 

and c o m i n g up on this continent to the e x t e n t that 

a b o u t one-third of i t w a s theirs unti l very recent 

time». T h i s Spanish o c c u p a t i o n w a s possessed of a 

viri l i ty capable of b e i n g supplanted o n l y by S a x o n 

blood. It is impossible to qui te understand h o w a 

people that could so root itself a b r o a d could so d e c a y 

at home. A s before stated, the customs, the laws, 

the l a n g u a g e and the rel igion of Spain are the inher-

itance of some s i x t y mil l ions of people on this side 

the sea a t the b e g i n n i n g of the twentieth century . It 

is so s t r i k i n g a f a c t that e v e r y detail and reminis-

cence of its b e g i n n i n g s is of interest. Cortez , D e 

Balboa, P o n c e d e L e o n , N a r v a e z , D e Soto , Pizarro, 

and later, b u t not least, the Franciscan Friar , P a d r e 

Junipero Serra, w e r e men w i t h g r e a t hearts and 

s teady purposes, u n d a u n t e d b y a n y t h i n g the un-

charted seas or the unfr iendly shores m i g h t bring. 

A c t u a t e d b y the love of G o d , or the love of g o l d , 

their c o n d u c t w a s in the same line, heroic e v e r y d a y . 

T h e last man, the Saxon, h a s taken C a l i f o r n i a and 

made it w h a t it is to-day. H e has taken what hp was 

pleased to ca l l a desert, and has checkered it w i t h 

ra i lways , and starred it with electric l ights , and dotted 

it with villas. H i s d o m e s and g i l d e d spires stand 

out a m o n g the g r e e n f o l i a g e s his hand h a s planted, 

and t h r o u g h the m o r n i n g mis t shines his s tarry ban-

ner. It is his, b u t his occupat ion l a c k s the e lement 

of heroism, a heroism and toil he does not pretend to 

understand or care about . T h i t h e r has he b r o u g h t 

the tradit ions of P l y m o u t h R o c k and the l e g e n d s of 

B o s t o n B a y or the James River , and p e r h a p s some-

t h i n g of his inner l i fe is fed b y t h e m . Y e t there is 

another history in whose tradit ions he must share. 

H e must r e m e m b e r that the " s t e r n and rock-bound 

c o a s t " had its paral le l on this, the opposite side, and 

on such tradit ions does hia Ca l i fornian g r e a t n e s s 

stand. It is a history s trangely m i n g l e d w i t h that 

sunshine and romance which g o e s e v e r y w h e r e w i t h 



the Spanish people. It w a s e m b o d i e d in rel igious 

endeavor , in missionary zeal , and such wr i t ten mem-

orials o£ it as there are, are f o u n d in m u s t y docu-

ments that smell of the c loister and are larded w i t h 

pious e jaculat ions. F o r , to repeat, it w a s rel igion, a 

pious motive, a zeal for Chris t , that f inally b r o u g h t 

the men w h o c a m e and staid, to either coast . T h e y 

were w i d e a p a r t . E a c h one w o u l d have prevented 

the other if he could , y e t the result w a s in each case 

the same. T h e only dif ference is this: the Spaniard, 

the Franciscan, w o u l d never h a v e crossed the conti-

n e n t — t h e P u r i t a n d id . Sunshine , the ol ive and the 

vine, were the natura l s u r r o u n d i n g s of the one. 

R o c k s , the gnar led oak, hard winters, a sterile soil , 

toil, and the l i t t le pal isaded church in the w o o d s 

w h i t h e r the w o r s h i p e r w e n t w i t h his gu n, were those 

of the other . A n a w f u l creed and a f r o w n i n g G o d 

nerved the P u r i t a n to the vicissi tudes of d u t y . A 

b e a u t i f u l and glorif ied w o m a n , q u e e n of the A n g e l s 

and M o t h e r of Chris t , b e c k o n e d the other. T h e v e r y 

c l imate of the t w o c o n t r a s t i n g c iv i l izat ions w o u l d 

m a r k the di f ference, and it is here remarked, to be 

contradicted, of course, and y e t s tand a m o n g the 

s t r i k i n g probabi l i t ies , that , people it as y o u wil l , unite 

it w i t h the E a s t b y still more cont inenta l lines, let its 

people c o m e f r o m wheresoever , it is not the w i d t h of 

a continent, b u t a mil l ion miles that separate it f rom 

Puri tanism, and an uncongenia l soil wi l l never nour-

ish here to v i g o r the faith that conquered N e w E n g -

land. , _ . 

F o l l o w i n g s o m e w h a t loosely the story o f Spain 

and E n g l a n d in the s ixteenth century , i t is necessary 

to refer to matters a l i t t le precedent b u t int imate ly 

connected with the subjec t . F o r it w a s the f o u n d i n g 

of the sect that f o u n d e d C a l i f o r n i a t h a t is especial ly 

referred to. T h e g r e a t mot ive in men's affairs w a s in 

E u r o p e for several centur ies a re l ig ious one. T h e y 

were all c o n t i n u o u s l y e n g a g e d in m a k i n g the w o r l d 

moral ly , or rather p ious ly , better. Success seemed 

imminent e v e r y d a y of those old d a y s , a n d all hea-

thenesse w a s very soon to c o m e u n d e r the banner of 

that faith which, to say truth, has caused m o r e misery 

and tears and b lood, m o r e l o n g i n g and penances a n d 

prayers and wasted endeavor, than a thousand para-

dises could compensate . T h e priest w e n t e v e r y w h e r e , 

and he and the soldier c a m p e d t o g e t h e r beside a l l the 

lonely streams, and on the marg ins of the desert , on 

e v e r y shore w h e r e w i n d and current cast the caravel , 

or ga l leon, or open boat . E v e r y c e r e m o n y that 

marked the l a n d i n g of the t ireless w a n d e r e r s on a 

new coast inc luded the p lant ing of the cross, and 

thenceforth that land b e c a m e a province of Chr is ten-

dom, and its b e n i g h t e d people c a m e u n d e r a n e w law 

w h e t h e r t h e y w o u l d or no. T h e spread of the true 

faith w a s e i ther the mot ive or the excuse for the push-

i n g of enterprises and the promot ion of expedi t ions 

w h i c h otherwise t h e c o m m e r c i a l instinct w o u l d have 

condemned, capita l In those d a y s b e i n g " t imid," as 

it is now. T h i s w a s the p o w e r w h i c h C o l u m b u s 

b r o u g h t to b e a r a t last upon the mind of Y s a b e l l a 

Catol ica , and t h r o u g h her upon her h u s b a n d . It has 

been surmised t h a t he would h a v e been more easi ly 

successful if his theory had not involved the heresy 

that the w o r l d w a s round, whereas, in the case of 
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Lei f , i t did not m a t t e r t o O d i n o r to T h o r if it w e r e 

r o u n d or flat. B u t p i o u s t h o u g h t s at last prevai led, 

and the e n t e r p r i s e w a s p a t r o n i z e d e v e n at the r isk of 

u p s e t t i n g the a c c e p t e d B i b l i c a l c o s m o s . 

T h e r e l i g i o u s idea t h a t g o v e r n e d e v e r y t h i n g pre-

vai led f o r a p e r i o d q u i t e b e y o n d the h i s t o r i c a l con-

cept ion of m e n of these d a y s ; say s o m e t h i n g l ike a 

t h o u s a n d y e a r s . A b o u t A . D . 

1200, or t h e r e a b o u t s . i t o c c u r r e d 

to a pr ies t t o e s t a b l i s h a new 

order of f r iars . T h e y were, 

to s a y t r u t h , q u i t e p l e n t i f u l 

a l r e a d y . O r d e r s in b l a c k a n d 

g r a y w e r e e v e r y w h e r e , and the 

Jesui ts h a d a l r e a d y b e g u n t o 

call d o w n u p o n themselves the 

w r a t h of the temporal i t ies . B u t 

this F r a n c i s c o d 'Ass is i c o m -

b i n e d s i n g u l a r hol iness w i t h 

g r e a t p o w e r s of m i n d , a n d 

t h r o u g h h i m arose the g r e a t 

order of m e n d i c a n t pr iests 

cal led Franc iscans , o r Fratres 

Minores, Minor i tes . T h e o r d e r 

w a s invented to b r i n g a b o u t a r e f o r m e d s tr ic tness in 

m o n a s t i c w a y s . T h e r e w e r e t o o m a n y j o l l y or<es, and 

a certain r u b i c u n d r o t u n d i t y had b e c o m e a reproach. 

T h e r e w e r e T u c k s in I t a l y and S p a i n as w e l l as in 

E n g l a n d . E v e r y b o d y a g r e e d that the rules of S a i n t 

F r a n c i s w e r e t o o str ict f o r h u m a n f r a i l t y , a n d c o u l d 

n o t b e s u c c e s s f u l l y e n f o r c e d . E v e n H i s H o l i n e s s had 

such a d o u b t , b u t at last c o n s e n t e d to issue the writ , 
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so to speak, and let r e f o r m s c o m e if t h e y w o u l d . T h e r e 

w a s a g e n e r a l opinion t h a t t h e y w e r e b a d l y e n o u g h 

needed. T h e final result , c o m i n g a f t e r the lapse of 

c e n t u r i e s , is t h a t F r a n c i s c o d 'Ass is i is o n e of the 

i m m o r t a l n a m e s of all history, sacred or profane. H e 

w a s the f o u n d e r of an order of ecc les iast ica l t r a m p s 

w h o s e feet h a v e w a n d e r e d u p o n e v e r y coast , w h o s e 

b r o w n habi t h a s w e a t h e r e d e v e r y c l ime, w h o s e c o r d e d 

w a i s t and c r u c i f i x h a v e m i n g l e d with e v e r y uncon-

verted c r o w d , and w h o s e p o v e r t y has never s tarved in 

a n y land. 

M e d i e v a l E u r o p e perhaps o w e s m o r e to the Fran-

ciscans than t o a l l o ther a g e n c i e s , a n d in 1209 w a s 

born, a n d f o r a l o n g t i m e flourished, a spir i t w h i c h 

h a s n o w passed a w a y f r o m h u m a n affairs. T h e y w e n t 

e v e r y w h e r e and w e r e felt in e v e r y t h i n g . A m o n g 

t h e m there w e r e g r e a t names . T h e a u t h o r of the 

S t a b a t M a t e r w a s a F r a n c i s c a n , and so w a s he w h o 

w r o t e the D i e s Irse; and a m o n g those of the g r a y 

r o b e and s a n d a l e d feet w e r e R o g e r B a c o n , D u n s 

S c o t u s and B o n a v e n t u r a . 

In 1720, or thereabouts , a y o u n g man n a m e d Juni-

p e r o Serra b e l o n g e d to this a l r e a d y f a m o u s order . A 

f e v e r l ike t h a t of his father , St . Francis , w a s in his 

veins, and to c o n v e r t the heathen w a s his l o n g i n g and 

his c o n t i n u a l prayer . H i s h is tory wi l l not b e g i v e n 

here, and it is e n o u g h to say t h a t h e is t r u l y the 

p a t r o n saint of C a l i f o r n i a . It w o u l d not o n l y be n o 

i m p r o p r i e t y , b u t w o u l d b e a fitting and p r o p e r t h i n g , 

if his s ta tue s h o u l d be set b y P r o t e s t a n t h a n d s in 

e v e r y C a l i f o r n i a n town, and his hero ic s t o r y told 

in e v e r y p u b l i c school . W h a t e v e r his i m m e d i a t e 



successors m a y h a v e been, he w a s himself one of the 

f e w exempli f icat ions a m o n g men of the p o w e r of that 

h i g h e r l e a d i n g w h i c h sometimes glori f ies a human 

life, and then d e p a r t i n g lets the sordid ages pass w i t h 

ful l churches , b u t wi thout a s ingle example to s h a d o w 

forth the Nazarene. 

F o l l o w i n g his longing, Serra eventual ly found 

himself in M e x i c o with three companions of his sect . 

A hundred and seventy years had passed since the 

explorat ion of C a l i f o r n i a b y V i z c a i n o , and the coun-

try , per ta in ing to the realm of mediaeval fable still 

save for his casual observation of its coast, w a s a g a i n 

a l m o s t forgot ten . E x p e d i t i o n s not g u i d e d b y faith 

or rel igion had g o n e there d u r i n g those years, b u t 

l ike those which fo l lowed L e i f on the eastern coast 

had accompl ished nothing, or had never returned. 

T h e r e were Indians there, heathens, and it seems to 

have been the fu l l intention of the Franciscan to visit 

and c o n v e r t them w h e n he lef t first his native shore. 

T h e first S a x o n sett lement of terr i tory w i t h i n the 

present U n i t e d States may be considered to have been 

a t Jamestown, in May, 1607. T h e Pur i tans landed at 

P l y m o u t h in 1620. T h e y had a h u n d r e d and f o r t y -

seven years the start of the C a l i f o r n i a movement , for 

it w a s not unti l 1767 that the Jesuits were expel led 

f rom the peninsula of Ca l i fornia , their church prop-

erty g iven to the Franciscans , and Serra 's opportuni ty 

g iven him. T h e spot selected w a s that which had 

b e c o m e k n o w n t h r o u g h the survey of Vizca ino, then, 

as n o w , cal led S a n D i e g o . F o r it must, to comply 

w i t h the p iety of those times, be San or S a n t a some-

thing. T h e n a m e is the same w i t h St. James, or 

James (Santiago), w h o is the patron Saint of old 

Spain, and whose name has for centuries been the 

Spanish war-cry and tal isman. H i s " d a y " is the 

12th of N o v e m b e r , and that was the date of Vizca ino 's 

arr ival . T h u s the place and the h u g e c o u n t y as l a r g e 

as a State in which it lies, lost forever the fleeting 

title of N e w A l b i o n , and became, even to the S a x o n , 

the l e g a c y of Spain. 

F r o m this 12th of N o v e m b e r , 1602, that w h i c h now 

is known as South, or Southern, Cal i fornia , b e c a m e 

A l t a or " u p p e r " Ca l i fornia . T h e people of those 

t imes knew little or nothing of all that w e include 

u n d e r the name. T h e y were very ignorant of its 

resources when they lost it, nearly t w o and a half 

centuries later. B u t w h a t t h e y considered to be 

theirs extended w i t h o u t l imit or b o u n d a r y u p w a r d , 

d o w n w a r d and s idewise in all directions. Certa in in 

the correctness of their intentions, the certa inty of 

their tenure and the perpetui ty of their rule, they did 

not invest igate . T i m e is noth ing to a S p a n i a r d . 

S o it w a s to San D i e g o that the Franciscan and 

his companions c a m e . It is so easy to say they c a m e , 

and so easy to d o it now, that it is dif f icult to appre-

ciate that a w f u l j o u r n e y . T h e soldier and the priest 

c a m e together , as usual, and the c o n q u e s t w a s one of 

C h u r c h and State combined. T h e r e w a s an under-

s tanding, expressed or implied, b u t a f t e r w a r d conven-

iently insisted upon, that the c o n t e m p l a t e d missions 

should remain missions only, and exist for that pur-

pose exc lus ive ly , for a period of ten years , and a f t e r 

that b e c o m e civil communit ies . T h e y existed in f u l l 

v i g o r for m o r e than fifty years. 

3 



C H A P T E R 111. 

T H E B E G I N N I N G A N D T H E E N D . 

T H E C A L I F O R N I A D E S E R T . h o w it is that these bui ld-

ings b e c a m e so d i lapidated. T h e y are n o t so very 

l o n g deserted, and in the seventeen y e a r s t h a t I h a v e 

been beside this one not a s ingle stone h a s c h a n g e d 

in the least. It is precisely as it w a s when we came. 

If there is any indicat ion of a s i n g u l a r fa ta l i ty 

a b o u t these sole remaining m o n u m e n t s of the early 

t imes of Cal i fornia , there is a lso about the story of 

their bui lding. E v e r y b o d y has been pleased to speak 

of S e r r a w h o has ever touched the s u b j e c t a t all, 

but they have a lso been pleased to stop w h e n they 

have said b u t a very little. A sort of f r a g m e n t a r y 
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b i o g r a p h y w a s f rom time to time written of him b y 

his fr iends and brother monks, b u t the record seems 

to b e so m e a g e r as scarcely to afford m o r e than a 

g l impse of a character w h i c h must nevertheless be 

considered a remarkable o n e . Men d o not see the 

future , and are u n w i l l i n g to trust their g u e s s e s in 

regard to it. A l l b u t a f e w , w h o s e confidence never 

fails. O n e of these lat ter w a s Junipero Serra. H e 

w a s nineteen years in M e x i c o b e f o r e he c a m e to 

Cal i fornia , and for m o s t of that t ime w a s in the out-

l y i n g regions of that c o u n t r y e n g a g e d in missionary 

w o r k . W h e n the Jesuits were expel led in 1767 from 

what we now call L o w e r Cal i fornia , he w a s fifty-six 

years old, and w a s then b u t jus t enter ing upon a sup-

posed realization of the dream of all his life. H e w a s 

not a d o u b t e r of either h u m a n or d iv ine truths. 

T h e r e were s ixteen persons in the land party 

with which Serra was. T h e r e w a s still another land 

party , and t w o more were to g o b y sea in t w o ships. 

None of the f o u r parties k n e w a n y t h i n g a b o u t it. 

T h e y were t a k i n g the chances that a part of some one 

of them w o u l d g e t there. A man of those t imes 

named G a l v e z had c h a r g e of the out f i t t ing and prac-

tical part. It w a s to him that C a l i f o r n i a is to this 

d a y indebted for a considerable addi t ion to the 

resources f o u n d when, a f t e r seventy-nine years , an 

eminent ly enterpris ing people became interested. 

H e ordered the c a r r y i n g of the seeds of e v e r y t h i n g 

that would g r o w in Spain, t o g e t h e r with t w o h u n d r e d 

head of cattle. O f these c a m e the herds that were 

a f t e r w a r d so much at home, and of the seeds and cut-

t ings came much that is most prof i table and b e a u t i f u l 



in C a l i f o r n i a n o w . T h e r e w a s , b e s i d e s , a v e r y com-

p l e t e a s s o r t m e n t of h o l y vessels , crosses , b a n n e r s 

a n d t h i n g s n e c e s s a r y to t h e u s e s a n d s e r v i c e s of t h e 

c h u r c h . T h e r e a r e e v e n s t r o n g e v i d e n c e s t h a t so 

h e a v y a n d i n c o n v e n i e n t a t h i n g as a c h u r c h bel l , sev-

eral of them, w a s t h o u g h t of a n d i n c l u d e d . 

If t h e r e a d e r h a s a n y i d e a w h a t e v e r of t h e c o u n t r y 

n e a r t h e c o a s t in S o u t h C a l i f o r n i a , a n d of t h e south-

e r n p a r t o f i t w h e r e i t j o i n s t h e p e n i n s u l a of L o w e r 

C a l i f o r n i a , a n d then c a n i m a g i n e it in a s t a t e o f n a t u r e 

c o v e r e d w i t h c a c t u s a n d s a g e , c r o s s e d b y a j u m b l e of 

m o u n t a i n r i d g e s , w a t e r l e s s s a v e in h i d d e n p l a c e s a n d 

a b s o l u t e l y p a t h l e s s , he c a n h a v e s o m e c o n c e p t i o n of 

t h e r i g o r s of t h i s t r a m p f r o m V i l l i c a t a t o S a n D i e g o . 

W e m a y r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e r e w a s a d o u b l e p u r p o s e 

in it t h e first o f w h i c h w a s t h e c o l o n i z a t i o n of C a l i -

f o r n i a , a n d t h e b r i n g i n g o f it into t h e e c o n o m y of 

S p a i n , a n d s e c o n d l y , t h e c o n v e r s i o n of t h o s e w h o , in 

the c a n t of t h a t d a y , b o t h P u r i t a n a n d C a t h o l i c , w e r e 

k n o w n , as b y t h e M o r m o n s n o w , as « G e n t i l e s ^ 

A t t h e e n d of t h e w r i t t e n i n s t r u c t i o n s of G a l v e z , 

w h i c h w e r e i n t e n d e d to g o v e r n t h e e x p e d i t i o n , he 

s t a t e d , a m o n g o t h e r th ings , t h a t o n e of t h e o b j e c t ^ 

of t h e e n t e r p r i s e w a s " t o p r o t e c t t h e c o u n t r y f r o m 

t h e a m b i t i o u s v i e w s of f o r e i g n nat ions . T h i s is 

v e r y S p a n i s h , f o r t h e b e a u t i f u l w i l d e r n e s s of C a l i f o r -

n i a w a s then m o r e u t t e r l y u n k n o w n t h a n a r e n o w t h e 

scenes of S t a n l e y ' s e x p l o r a t i o n s in t h e h e a r t of 

A f r i c a , a n d p r o b a b l y i t s l a t e s t « f o r e . g n v is i t h a d 

b e e n t h a t of D r a k e , o n e h u n d r e d a n d e i g h t y - m n e 

y e a r s b e f o r e . 

Indeed, t h e o n l y k n o w l e d g e of w h e r e t h e y w e r e 

g o i n g w a s o b t a i n e d f r o m s u c h r e c o r d as h a d b e e n 

m a d e of t h e " s u r v e y " of A d m i r a l V i z c a i n o , in 1602, 

a h u n d r e d a n d s i x t y - f i v e y e a r s b e f o r e . T h e t w o 

p o i n t s t h a t a t t r a c t e d e s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n w e r e S a n 

D i e g o a n d M o n t e r e y , b o t h *named a n d d e s c r i b e d 

b y h i m f o r t h e first t i m e . Y e t so c l o s e l y w a s t h i s 

first de f in i te s c h e m e of c o l o n i z a t i o n a n d c o n v e r s i o n 

p l a n n e d , t h a t t h e r e w e r e o r d e r s t o p l a n t a miss ion 

a n d g a r r i s o n first a t S a n D i e g o , then a t M o n t e r e y , a n d 

t h e n o n e h a l f - w a y b e t w e e n to b e c a l l e d B u e n a V e n -

tura , a f a v o r i t e S p a n i s h n a m e m e a n i n g " g o o d l u c k . " 

T h e m o n k s , b e i n g F r a n c i s c a n s , h a d t h o u g h t o f t h e i r 

p a t r o n , a n d w i s h e d t o n a m e a miss ion f o r h i m a m o n g 

the first, a n d b e g a n t h e j o u r n e y w i t h t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h a t if S t . F r a n c i s w a n t e d one , a n d w o u l d s h o w 

t h e m t h e place, he m i g h t h a v e i t . T h e y t h o u g h t h e 

d i d , a n d i t is k n o w n to this d a y , d i s t i n c t l y a n d c l e a r l y , 

as S a n F r a n c i s c o . A h i n t m a y b e g i v e n in a c o n s u l -

ta t ion b e t w e e n p r i e s t s a n d s o l d i e r s in t h e h e a r t of 

M e x i c o , a n d a c o u p l e of c e n t u r i e s a f t e r w a r d m a y be 

f o u n d s u r v i v i n g in t h e b u s t l i n g m e t r o p o l i s of a peo-

p l e t o w h o s e t o n g u e a n d s y m p a t h i e s i ts n a m e is a 

s t r a n g e r , a n d p e r h a p s m o r e in need o f m i s s i o n a r i e s 

n o w t h a n it w a s a t t h e h o u r o f i ts o b s c u r e b a p t i s m . 

T h e e x p e d i t i o n h a v i n g b e e n d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r 

b o d i e s in all , S e r r a ins is ted u p o n a c c o m p a n y i n g o n e 

of t h e l a n d part ies , a n d th is , s e e m i n g l y , f o r t h e rea-

son t h a t h e h a d a l a m e l e g , a c q u i r e d in w a l k i n g f r o m 

V e r a C r u z to t h e C i t y o f M e x i c o , t w e n t y y e a r s b e f o r e . 

A l l t h e d e g r e e s of m a r t y r d o m s e e m to h a v e been f u l l y 

a p p r e c i a t e d in t h o s e t imes. O n e o f the ideas of the 



age may be partial ly i l lustrated by the fac t that Serra 

never did a n y t h i n g for this di f f iculty in all the years 

af ter , b u t e i ther a g g r a v a t e d it or w a s indifferent to 

it . T h o u g h he i m m e d i a t e l y b r o k e d o w n w h e n the 

march began, he refused to be carried, and used his 

misfortune to w o n d e r f u l purpose d u r i n g the remain-

d e r of his l ife. H e w a l k e d up and d o w n the coast 

m a n y times, and only the y e a r before his death went 

on foot from S a n Bias, on the western coast , to the 

C i t y of Mexico, a journey which is quite a feat when 

ridden, and in these times. 

T h e journals of that first m o m e n t o u s march are 

v a g u e to the extent of b e i n g little more than pious 

ejaculat ions,occasional ly accented by a brief s tatement 

of fact , s tudded here and there with a terse and 

enthusiast ic p ic ture inc luded in the space of a sen-

tence. T h e s e m e a g e r facts have been m a d e the most 

of by all the chroniclers of the time, b u t a lmost the 

w h o l e of the story is that it w a s a toi lsome march 

through a c a c t u s - g r o w n wilderness by t w o small par-

ties of men w h o did not k n o w w h e r e t h e y precisely 

were, and had no k n o w l e d g e each of the other party . 

A m o n g other facts stated in letters and journals w a s 

this : " It is a c o u n t r y where noth ing a b o u n d s but 

stones and thorns." 

It is a fact that, until very recent times, the South 

C a l i f o r n i a wilderness differed general ly v e r y l ittle 

from w h a t is now the C o l o r a d o or Y u m a desert. Irri-

gat ion, the searching for, finding and u s i n g of the 

hidden springs of nature, has m a d e the change . It 

w a s the desert only the P a d r e s first knew, alkali, 

cactus, sand, sage, brown and dreary mountain ranges 

utter ly unexplored, and they themselves s trangers in 

the midst of the s a v a g e s they came to convert . 

I l a d they c o m e far, they must inevi tably have 

perished, and the c o u n t r y would s imply have lain 

still and waited for the S a x o n w h o w a s the predes-

tined heir of all, w h o did not wait for the Franciscans 

and their civi l ization, and who, when his t ime came, 

" T H E Y MADE NO M I S T A K E S : " C A L I F O R N I A MISSION A N D V A L L E Y . 

eighty-f ive years later, entered as one does w h o is in no 

w a y concerned as to w h o has been there before him. 

B u t it w a s not far. T h e present wr i ter m u s t in 

all sincerity state his entire i g n o r a n c e as to precisely 

where in the upper part of the peninsula of L o w e r 

Cal i fornia V i l l a c a t a w a s situated, b u t the mission-

aries le f t there on March 24th and arr ived a t San 

D i e g o on M a y 13th. T h e party w i t h w h i c h Serra 



was, however, did not reach there until six w e e k s 

later, and when they came they f o u n d e v e r y b o d y sick 

w i t h scurvy , and m a n y dead. T h e ships were there. 

O n e of them, the San Car los , w h i c h arr ived last, lost 

al l her sailors b u t two. T h e San Antonio , the other, 

w h i c h sailed a month and a half later than the S a n 

Car los , reached San D i e g o t w e n t y d a y s the soonest. 

T h e r e w a s some diff iculty in finding the place. A n 

a g e of d iscovery and marit ime a d v e n t u r e could not 

furnish any bet ter sailors than that. S h e also lost 

half her crew b y that fata l malady, now a lmost 

u n k n o w n . 

Sometimes, w h e n one has leisure to c o n t e m p l a t e 

the e x a m p l e s of greatness offered by h u m a n history 

he is impressed by the pauci ty of those w h o had that 

qual i ty which the vernacular calls levelheadedness. 

S u r e l y in those early d a y s of Cal i fornia , in the remote 

beginnings , o n l y one man s h o w e d such a qual i ty , and 

that was G a l v e z , t h e man w h o arranged for the cattle, 

the seeds, plants, etc. , and in whose Spanish mind 

w a s r u n n i n g not so m u c h the love of G o d and the 

t r iumph of the gospel as the a g g r a n d i z e m e n t of 

Spain. Serra, h a v i n g for once left off his missionary 

enthusiasm for a moment 's at tent ion to temporal 

facts, wr i tes of the j o u r n e y t h u s : " T h e t ract 

t h r o u g h w h i c h w e passed is genera l ly very g o o d land, 

with plenty of water , a n d there, as wel l as here, the 

c o u n t r y is neither r o c k y nor overrun with bushwood. 

T h e r e are m a n y hills, b u t t h e y are general ly com-

posed of earth. T h e road h a s been in some places 

g o o d , b u t the greater part bad. A b o u t half w a y , the 

va l leys and b a n k s of rivulets b e g i n to be de l ight fu l . 

W e f o u n d v ines of a large size, and in some cases 

loaded w i t h g r a p e s ; w e also f o u n d an a b u n d a n c e of 

roses, w h i c h appeared to b e l ike those of Casti le . In 

fine, it is a g o o d c o u n t r y , and very different from old 

California." 

T h i s letter w a s wri t ten J u l y 3, 1769. N o o ne 

k n o w s or c a n g u e s s the ha l f -way spot descr ibed, but , 

c o n s i d e r i n g the author i ty , i t w o u l d h a v e answered 

for a very g o o d S o u t h C a l i f o r n i a advert isement of 

a b o u t 1887. P a d r e Serra w a s an enthusiast . H e 

beat his bare breast w i t h a stone, and b u r n e d it w i t h 

a l ighted torch, to i l lustrate to the Indians the pains 

and penalties of hell . B u t neither he nor a n y of his 

brethren ever made a mistake in the location of 

a mission, and they are invariably the best loca-

tions in the Cal i fornia of to-day. W a l k i n g b a r e f o o t 

over those t h o r n y miles, possessed with a b u r n i n g 

desire to baptize , l o n g i n g only to preach the ever-

las t ing gospel , one of the most devoted men w h o has 

ever fo l lowed in the footsteps of the f o u n d e r of the 

Chris t ian faith, he y e t k n e w where the land w a s 

g o o d , where the wi ld g r a p e s g r e w , where there were 

roses w h i c h reminded him of those t h a t in his y o u t h 

he had seen in the braids of the maids of old Cksti le. 

T h e kind of man the great pioneer was m a y 

partial ly be discovered f rom another letter of his, 

dated a t Monterey , in 1769. In this he wishes to 

k n o w the n a m e of the present pope, w h a t fr iends 

have died, so that he m a y pray for them, the names 

of a n y n e w l y canonized, so that he m a y pray to them, 

and a d d s : " W e proceed to-morrow t o ce lebrate the 

feast and m a k e the procession of C o r p u s Chr is t i 



(a l though in a very poor manner) in order to scare 

away whatever little devils there may be in this land." 

A n y one w h o has lived a m o n g the Mexicans m a y 

k n o w that this w a s not a bit of ecclesiastical humor. 

T h e y , a c c o r d i n g to the same tra ining and belief, pro-

ceed annual ly , or oftener, to " scare a w a y the devi ls " 

by processions and ceremonies very well suited to 

the purpose if the fiends have any f e e l i n g or taste 

or nerves whatever . Serra w a s a man w h o bel ieved. 

H e believed it a l l . H e had the or iginal theologica l 

ideas, and all of them, w h i c h now seem so incon-

g r u o u s in a pract ical and d o u b t i n g wor ld . H e 

knew. In all his d a y s he never wavered in the idea 

that he should convert the heathen of Ca l i fornia , and 

yet he knew nothing of the task before him. H e 

was an enthusiast w h o remained so regardless of 

diff iculty, or fact , or report, or actual demonstrat ion 

A n d there was therefore never a missionary enter-

prise before or since so successful as this. H e r e are 

some data, not g iven from the religio-spiritual v iew-

point, w h i c h w a s Serra's, b u t f rom the temporal one 

of his brethren and successors. 

D u r i n g s ixty-f ive years only th ir ty thousand Indi-

a n s are ac tua l ly k n o w n to have been in the church 

a t one time, and these were e n g a g e d in the mission 

establ ishments, kept and l o d g e d there, and occupied 

in profi table industr ies . Y e t the early beg innings 

g r e w into establ ishments a t that t ime u n e q u a l e d 

e lsewhere, and since impossible a n y w h e r e . T h e r e 

a r e n o rel iable facts s h o w i n g how m a n y heathens 

were all the time outs ide and unconverted. S o m e 



have said there were 120,000. In fact their n u m b e r 

has never been precisely k n o w n . 

A b o u t e i g h t y thousand is the sum-total of all the 

Indians ever bur ied in the Campos Santos, or conse-

crated b u r y i n g grounds , d u r i n g the w h o l e period of 

the mission establ ishments. If those domici led in 

the missions, and e m p l o y e d there, a v e r a g e d thirty 

thousand d u r i n g m a n y years , the est imate leaves a n 

immense n u m b e r of gent i les to b u r y themselves in 

the chapparal . B u t it leaves the conso l ing t h o u g h t 

that this e i g h t y thousand a t least a r e a m o n g the 

saved. 

B u t the temporal side of the a c c o u n t is an encour-

a g i n g one. In 1834, when the establ ishments had 

b e g u n to decay, the figures were s o m e t h i n g l ike 

these: 

T h e line of missions w a s a b o u t seven h u n d r e d 

miles l o n g ; f rom San D i e g o n o r t h w a r d to the lat i tude 

of Sonoma. T h e y lay c o n t i g u o u s and a d j o i n i n g . 

T h e i r sites w e r e the most el igible spots of the sun-

niest land the world knows. T h e i r affairs w e r e 

administered b y the P a d r e s in a manner that g i v e s 

one the idea that some m o d e r n A m e r i c a n enterprises, 

notably some extensive ra i lway systems, b u t not b y 

any inadvertence i n c l u d i n g the v a r i o u s " T r u s t s , " 

w o u l d do wel l to g o to the C h u r c h for their business 

managers . 

Seven hundred thousand catt le g r a z e d on the mis-

sion pastures , w i t h s i x t y t h o u s a n d horses and an 

immense n u m b e r of o t h e r domest ic animals. 

A hundred and t w e n t y thousand bushels of w h e a t 

were raised annual ly , bes ides all o ther crops. 

T h e usual products came under the f o l l o w i n g 

heads: wheat , wine, brandy, soap, leather, hides, 

wool, oil, cotton, hemp, linen, tobacco, salt, soda. 

T w o hundred thousand head of cat t le were s laugh-

tered annual ly , at a net profit of ten dollars each. 

Gardens, v ineyards and orchards surrounded or 

were Contiguous to all the missions except the t w o 

m o s t northern ones. Dolores w a s considered beyond 

the Spaniard 's natural temperature, and San R a f a e l 

and San F r a n c i s c o d e Solano were founded too 

nearly the end, and were strangled in infancy. V i n e -

yards, a f ter the tradit ions of Spain, were especial ly 

relied upon for comfort , and the vine was then, as 

now, a principal feature of the country . 

T h e total a v e r a g e annual ga ins of the missions 

from sales and trade genera l ly w a s more than t w o 

million dollars. T h i s on an uninhabited and distant 

coast where commerce in o u r sense w a s unknown. 

T h e value of the l ive-stock alone w a s in 1834 t w o 

mill ions of dollars. 

T h e r e was, besides all these resources, a " pious 

f u n d " in M e x i c o , constant ly a c c u m u l a t i n g , w h i c h 

had b e l o n g e d to the Jesuits and w a s now the property 

of these missions. It a m o u n t e d to t w o million dol-

lars. T o w a r d the end the Mexican g o v e r n m e n t could 

not resist the temptat ion of b o r r o w i n g f rom this, and 

finally G e n e r a l S a n t a A n a confiscated it bodi ly . It 

is to be hoped that Franciscan shades, l o o k i n g over 

the bat t lements of heaven, m a y have derived some 

consolation from that sultry afternoon at B u e n a Vista , 

when he met his fate at the hands of a man named 

T a y l o r , w h o had no more regard for mil i tary et iquette , 



a c c o r d i n g to contemporaneous Mexican history, than 

to fight a bat t le in his shirt-sleeves. 

It now appears that the Spanish g o v e r n m e n t had 

a theory upon which these missions were establ ished. 

It w a s that a f t e r ten years the Indians w o u l d b e c o m e 

cit izens, l i v i n g in a g r i c u l t u r a l communit ies on lands 

secured to them, and se l f -support ing and perhaps 

prosperous. T h e y intended to use the missions to 

this end. T h e final acts and decrees which secular-

ized them seem to hint at this or iginal intention, and 

to consider the t i m e ripe for its fulf i l lment. T h e 

present conclus ion is that this theory of the c a p a c i t y 

of the A m e r i c a n Indian for c i t izenship w a s a false 

one, to which there is only one except ion in all the 

annals of o u r history. T o him n o t h i n g now remains 

of al l the fathers t a u g h t him. H e does not remain 

himself . T h r o u g h w h a t means the remnant of him 

became w h a t it is, m a y be found b y reading a 

g l o w i n g chapter in Mrs. H . H . Jackson's vo lume, 

" G l i m p s e s of T h r e e C o a s t s . " T h e Indian of the 

missions existed in g r e a t numbers only some fifty 

years ago. W h a t h a s become of him numerica l ly is 

a question of ten asked, but w h i c h no one can answer, 

except b y theory. H e " d i e d off ," say the oldest 

inhabitants, and there is o f ten an opinion expressed 

that had he been l e f t alone ; had the F r a n c i s c a n s 

never c o m e at a l l ; had the fear fu l A m e r i c a n plan of 

" r e s e r v a t i o n s " been a t last a d o p t e d ; some thou-

sands of the or iginal wanderers of the S o u t h Cal i -

fornian hil ls w o u l d still be there. C o n t e m p o r a r y 

test imony is to the effect that he knew a b o u t as l ittle 

as any b e i n g that ever bore the h u m a n form, a n d that 

the P a d r e s m a d e the most of him, spir i tual ly and 

temporal ly . T h e t u r n i n g of spiritual agencies , in 

the hands of those w h o bore the habit and the v o w s 

of poverty , into ski l l fu l ly conducted m o n e y - m a k i n g 

establ ishments, has had a t e n d e n c y to pre judice man-

kind. It is a m u s i n g to s t u d y the article, " C a l i -

fornia ," in the a v e r a g e reputable encyclopedia . T h e 

last one examined says : " T h e s e zealous apostles, 

backed when necessary by a r m e d coadjutors , planted 

var ious missions, b r i n g i n g under their inf luence, such 

as it was, the g r e a t mass of the abor ig ines . T h e y 

became prominent, even in Spanish A m e r i c a , f o r 

e v e r y t h i n g that could p a r a l y z e the p r o g r e s s of a 

c o m m u n i t y . " Most commentators upon those t imes 

a l lege that the Indians w e r e in reality s l a v e s ; that 

they were flogged and forced in the name of re l ig ion; 

that those outs ide w o u l d not come into the fold, and 

those inside could not g e t out. It seems certain that 

when the heroic soul of Junipero Serra departed at 

Monterey , in 1784, the end for which he had endured 

and prayed w a s lost s ight of, and the human love of 

ease and g a i n arose uppermost in all minds. T h u s 

the briefest history of S o u t h C a l i f o r n i a deve lops one 

of the saddest stories to be found in the annals of 

Christ ian endeavor . It w a s a w o r k w r o u g h t a lmost 

in vain. T h e r e are no results. T h e r e is just a splen-

did story spoiled, a l o f t y and pious life wasted, and 

the doom of a race sealed b y the mere effort to c ivi l-

ize and save them. F o r h a r d l y more than one hun-

dred years have passed, and the f e w w r e t c h e s one 

encounters, l iv ing in huts and w a n d e r i n g t h r o u g h 

the country at sheep-shearing time, are a l m o s t the 



entire vis ible remnants of the thousands that b lack-

ened the hil ls to w a t c h the entrance of the San Car-

los, or the S a n Antonio , u n d e r P o i n t L o m a , or w h o 

ran, scared a w a y , when the soldiers fired their pieces 

as an a c c o m p a n i m e n t of that first mass a t a spot fac-

i n g the port, w h e n the corner-stone of a fata l civili-

zat ion w a s laid on the W e s t e r n coast, on July 16, 

1769. 

P e r h a p s it is one of the ancient and trite stories 

of mis taken zeal, of m i s g u i d e d heroism. It will 

nevertheless remain ever a s tory worth the tell ing. 

T h e mission bui ld ings of Ca l i fornia , l y i n g broken and 

deserted in the endless sunshine beneath a match-

less sky , exhale an odor of reminiscence and inquiry. 

T h e y are a m o n g the few m o n u m e n t s of a c o u n t r y 

that has noth ing v e r y old. S o m e of them have taken 

on all the melancholy b e a u t y of m o s s - g r o w n decay, 

and at near ly all the vis i tor q u e s t i o n s within himself 

as to w h y t h e y should have been so utter ly aban-

doned. T h e y are i n c o n g r u o u s w i t h the times. T h e y 

are ruined abbeys . T h e y lack e v e r y personal sur-

r o u n d i n g t h e y were intended for. E v e r y one has a 

history that can n o w never be told. B u t the dreams 

come. O n e remembers that they cost m o n e y and 

infinite toil, that they were bui l t w i t h a skill and 

sol idity , and g r e w into a b e a u t y , that is of I ta ly and 

Spain, and not of this new land even as it is today, 

not c o u n t i n g the fact that all that is w a s then as 

undreamed of as is now an Engl i sh republ ic in the 

heart of A f r i c a . 

B u t the dreamer k n o w s that a f ter peril and toil 

had c o m e rest and peace ; that of the visions of a 

Spanish monk had apparent ly g r o w n the most splendid 

missionary success of any a g e ; that these people were 

at home; that the leagues to the eastward w e r e as 

impassable as those of the shining ocean to the west ; 

that there w a s wine, sunshine, s e c u r i t y and isolation. 

In the then concept ion no c h a n g e c o u l d come. It 

w a s the E m p i r e of G o d , ruled b y the C h u r c h ; a form 

of patriarchal c o m m u n i s m that w a s at last the ear th ly 

ideal of the K i n g d o m of R i g h t e o u s n e s s . H e a l m o s t 

wishes that his lot had been cast then, and that he 

k n e w n o t h i n g of that which n o w m a k e s u p his l ife. 

F o r there still hovers a b o u t the C a l i f o r n i a missions an 

atmosphere which all the winds can not b l o w a w a y , 

which is unique '.n A m e r i c a n life, and of w h i c h these 

ruins seem to af ford the o n l y taste. 

A n d then he k n o w s that w i t h Junípero Serra 

died al l ; not o n l y the l i fe he i n d i v i d u a l l y led, b u t the 

life of the cur ious a g e he represented on this conti-

nent. It w a s an unnatural t h i n g this side the sea, 

and within the inevitable boundar ies of that republ ic 

in all whose territory there are no such ambitions, 

no such hopes, n o such energies, and one m a y qui te 

as truly say, no such beliefs. 



C H A P T E R IV. 

A M E M E N T O O F T H E O L D D A Y S . 

' " J ^ H E v i l l a g e of San Gabr ie l is o n l y seven or e i g h t 

miles f rom a c i ty which the most pre judiced per-

son f r o m some other Cal i fornian locality must acknowl-

e d g e to b e a b e a u t i f u l one, and w h i c h possesses a 

unique charm f o r e v e r y w a n d e r e r not to C a l i f o r n i a 

born. T h e c i ty b looms and booms with the newness 

of the v e r y n e w e s t A m e r i c a n l i fe; the v i l l a g e is d r o w s y 

with the fee l ing of a perpetual a f ternoon. T h e r e are 

places in this s t r a n g e c o u n t r y from w h i c h this fee l ing 

is inseparable, and it seems preposterous that in S a n 

Gabr ie l it should ever be called ear ly in the morning. 

T h e r e are a l w a y s l o n g shadows and a pecul iar yel-

lowness of the atmosphere. T h e r e is a fa int hum-

ming sound as of bees. T h e r e is n o t h i n g doing. 

T h e r e is one short street crossed b y another, and 

these f o u r corners, lengthened out a little b y some 

white-washed a d o b e s that are of the olden t ime, is all 

there is of it. T h e s e houses have been furnished with 

" shake " roofs a t some period g r e a t l y later than that 

of their or iginal erection, and their wal ls are coated 

with the thickest and deadest w h i t e ever seen. B u t 

their w i n d o w s and doors are twins of those found 

wherever the Spaniard and adobe soil have existed 

together at any period. T h e walls are v e r y thick, and 

these openings are v e r y small. O n e does not step up 

to enter in, but invariably d o w n , and w i t h a fee l ing 
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that it w o u l d be better for him to stoop a little. In 

l ieu of s idewalks , there are o n l y c r o o k e d paths t h r o u g h 

the g r a y dust f rom door to door, and there is a s trag-

g l i n g and indefinite end to e v e r y t h o r o u g h f a r e and 

e v e r y v is ta in trees and s h r u b b e r y a n d t a n g l e s and 

genera l crookedness . T h e v o i c e s one hears are 

a lmost invariably foreign, and the w o r d s a r e provin-

cial Spanish. T h e r e are g l impses of s h a w l s over 

heads, and of feet that are shod, b u t d e p l o r a b l y stock-

ingless, and of l ittle b o y s w i t h b r o w n faces and v e r y 

b lack hair and eyes, and w i t h only one suspender and 

a l w a y s coatless. T h e r e is n o w i n d and n o noise, and 

y o u are sure there never w a s a n y , and that this d a y 

is v e r y nearly l ike all the other d a y s that h a v e ever 

come to San Gabrie l . Y e t it has only taken y o u some 

t w e n t y m i n u t e s to reach the p lace f r o m a metropol i -

tan d e p o t , and if y o u g o out to the uncerta in e n d of 

the street y o u wi l l see a mi le a w a y a b i g and balco-

nied hotel , and beside this there is a street-car t rack . 

T h e first t i m e I had e v e r seen the place had been 

five years before , on a s u m m e r a f ternoon. I remem-

b e r h o w the s o f t breeze f r o m the w e s t c a m e t h r o u g h 

the l i t t le open d e p o t shed, and st irred the ta l l w e e d s 

w i t h s w a y i n g y e l l o w heads outside, and that I could 

smel l the euca lyptus trees, and that I heard that dul l 

and universal drone w h i c h seems to b e a sound m a d e 

b y silence. T h e sun shone hot and the d u s t lay 

thick, and there w a s the j e r k y b u s t l e of l innets hi ther 

and thither, and a b r o w n l izzard s topped at the door-

sill and w i n k e d a t me, and a c h i p m u n k scutt led across 

the shining rail of the track bes ide the door w i t h an 

impat ient squeak. T h e r e w a s n o t h i n g In it all to 

m a k e the least impression, yet I remembered it, and 

went back to it. 

It is the seat of a mission which in its d a y w a s the 

r ichest of t h e m all ; a p r e s a g e of later t imes, since 

there is, perhaps not in all the w o r l d , a b i t of soil 

qui te equal to the S a n G a b r i e l V a l l e y . I t is another 

one of those cases of not m a k i n g a mistake in loca-

tion w h i c h has b e c o m e proverbial . Y o u w o u l d k n o w 

it w a s one of the o ld places b y certain s igns a b o v e 

enumerated, and if y o u did not see the c h u r c h a t all, 

for there is an occas ional d iscordant c l a n g o r of old 

bells w h o s e tones are never those of a n y modern 

casting. It is one of the t w o or three r e m a i n i n g mis-

sion churches w h i c h has a roof on i t — a modern one 

of s h i n g l e s — a n d consequent ly w h e r e services are 

still held. B u t it is, on w e e k d a y s a t least, a service 

purely p e r fu nc t ory . T h e r e are no worshipers . 

M o r n i n g mass had been omit ted on this d a y within 

m y k n o w l e d g e , and the priest did not rise unti l ten 

o'clock, and w h e n at last he came f o r t h and d a w n e d 

upon me I felt w i t h i n m e a prescience t h a t w h e n I 

came again I should not m o u r n if he came not at alL 

For he w a s the most s t r i k i n g incongrui ty I have e v e r 

encountered at a C a l i f o r n i a mission, w h e r e i n c o n g r u -

ities are less to b e tolerated, perhaps, than a n y w h e r e 

else in the wor ld . A rasping b r o g u e a c c e n t noted his 

first words , w h i c h were addressed to an u n h a p p y 

man, not a priest and y e t in holy orders, w h o was his 

and the c h u r c h ' s servant, and t h e y were thus: " H o h ! 

has the fe l ley com w e t h thot m a y l y i t ?" A h e a v y 

shock of reddish hair g r e w very l o w on his forehead, 

and a b i g iaw and coarse lips made y o u w o n d e r whera 



the impulse could have c o m e f rom w h i c h led him into 

the v o w of obedience, poverty and chast i ty . A n old 

b lack c o a t w a s covered w i t h p a t c h e s of w h i t e m o u l d 

w h e r e the f u n g u s had g r o w n u p o n innumerable soup-

spots. H i s face w a s unshorn and his e y e s w e r e red, 

and his manners e x c e e d i n g l y bad. I h a v e an idea 

t h a t he looked upon his office as a job, and u p o n his 

f u n c t i o n s as occupat ion, and that he w a s not satisfied 

w i t h his present ass ignment . T h e r e a r e P r o t e s t a n t 

c l e r g y m e n w h o m one ass igns menta l ly to the office of 

a quack doctor , and I r e g r e t f u l l y d iscover C a t h o l i c 

priests w h o seem to h a v e m a d e a n a r r o w escape f rom 

a row of bott les, a b i g mirror a n d a l o n g w h i t e apron. 

T h e ecclesiastical servi tor I had a l r e a d y encoun-

tered, and he w a s not adverse t o the interview I had 

been h a v i n g w i t h him. H e met m e a t the d o o r of the 

anc ient sanctuary , and remarked with a G e r m a n 

a c c e n t that i t w o u l d b e necessary t o c h a r g e a fee f o r 

entering, o w i n g to the need of repairs in the c h u r c h . 

I smi l ingly assented and a s k e d him t o c o n v e y to m e 

a v a g u e and distant hint as to h o w m u c h h e con-

scientiously t h o u g h t I o u g h t to contr ibute t o w a r d s 

t h e rescuing f r o m p r e m a t u r e d e c a y of the venerable 

bui ld ing , and he unhes i tat ing ly said " mens fo* bi ts ; 

v i m m e n , t w o bi ts . " 

I g a v e him a dol lar in a m o m e n t of imprudence, 

and an e locut ionary fervor i m m e d i a t e l y took posses-

sion of him. I d o not k n o w if he had been accus-

tomed to spell-bind vis i tors w i t h it e v e r y d a y , or if i t 

w a s special ly reserved f o r such e x t r a occasions as 

the present, b u t unquest ionably it h a d been wr i t ten 

out f o r h i m b y s o m e one, and h a d been d u l y com-

mit ted to m e m o r y b y h im. It a b o u n d e d , as far a s I 

heard it, in g r a c e f u l del ineations of v i rg ina l and 

saint ly character, and in passages w h i c h reminded 

m e s t rongly in their s ty le of some of the " lectures " 

of the lodge-room. B u t whi le he had his back to me, 

and w a s w a v i n g his hand toward the ancient i m a g e s 

behind the altar , I w e n t a w a y to one side to e x a m i n e 

the worn leather of the worm-eaten o ld confessional 

w h e r e the Franciscans had leaned their e l b o w s a cen-

tury ago. T o obtain possession of m e and of m y 

undiv ided attent ion he had to stop a n d c o m e to me, 

and in the pause that ensued I asked him w h a t he 

real ly had that w a s old to show me. H e replied that 

the principal treasures of this church were u n d o u b t e d l y 

the t w e n t y - o n e — I think he said t w e n t y - o n e — a c t u a l 

and leg i t imate portra i ts of the apost les and disciples, 

and he w a v e d his hand around the wal ls to indicate 

them where t h e y h u n g in a l o n g row on each side. 

W i t h a countenance w h i c h p r o b a b l y b o r e e v e r y indi-

cat ion of p r o f o u n d belief I a s k e d him if he w a s sure 

they were a c t u a l portraits , a n d he said they were, 

" v i t o u t o n y tout f a t e f e r . " H e then told me that 

t h e y had c o m e here, the g i f t of F e r d i n a n d and Isa-

bella, b e c a u s e S a n G a b r i e l w a s intended to be the 

C a t h e d r a l of Cal i fornia . I n e g l e c t e d at the m o m e n t 

to cal l at tent ion to a d iscrepancy in his narrat ive of 

a l ittle less than three h u n d r e d years l y i n g b e t w e e n 

the generos i ty of the ce lebrated monarchs ment ioned 

and the f o u n d i n g o f the C a l i f o r n i a missions, and so 

he went on to say t h a t e v e r y one of them had been 

painted b y M u r i l l o — t w e n t y - o n e Muri l los h a n g i n g 

di lapidated and w i t h o u t f rames on the w a l l s of an o ld 

bui lding, seven miles f T A n g e l e s , and y e t the 



" b o o m " had been in real-estate, and not a picture 

ment ioned. 

H e mentioned a f e w m o m e n t s later the fac t that 

the F a t h e r s y e t remaining at S a n Car los had lately 

been o b l i g e d to sell the mission plates and utensils 

to b u y bread, and I then said to him that a s ingle 

authent icated Muril lo, sold a t half price, w o u l d prob-

ably t ide over any e m e r g e n c y the brethren m i g h t 

c o m e to in a hard year. H e said, yes, i t m i g h t , but 

they didn' t w a n t to sell them ; as soon as they g o t 

money e n o u g h t h e y were g o i n g to h a v e them painted 

wer' I asked b y w h o m , and he said a gent leman 

w a s c o m i n g to see about it t o m o r r o w - a very g o o d 
painter indeed. 

In the af ternoon I passed that w a y again, and he 

had four y o u n g men, p r o b a b l y f rom the hotel a mile 

a w a y in front of the altar-rail , and was g o i n g uninter-

r u p t e d l y t h r o u g h his lecture. I c a u g h t the words 

" t e most loofly of v i m m e n ; te most anchelic of 

anchels ," and sneaked out again. I d o not k n o w if he 

told them about the Muri l los. T h a t w a s not a part 

of the lecture, of course, and oozed out in a personal 

conversat ion I had w i t h him. P e r h a p s it w a s not 

intended for publication, b u t I cannot refrain from 

d i v u l g i n g the fac t of their existence to m y a r t - l o v i n g 

c o u n t r y m e n w h o m a y find themselves in the neigh-

b o r h o o d . A t most an inspir ing v i e w of them, in a 

fair l ight, only costs " f o u r b i ts . " 

T h i s same accompl ished man showed m e the red-

w o o d cei l ing lately m a d e to hide the rafters of the 

r o o f — a very dec idedly m o d e r n i D n o v a t i o n ~ a n d told 

m e it b a d cost five thousand dol lars. W h e n it c o m e s 

to the inherent pecuniary v a l u e of abstract sacredness, 

aside f rom ant iqui ty and associations, I do not pre-

tend to j u d g e . It m a y be worth while to repair. B u t 

T H E SAN GABRIEL BEES. 

I am of opinion that the church of the mission of S a n 

Gabr ie l could now be entirely rebui l t as i t s tands, 

with some modern improvements and conveniences, 



for l ittle more than twice the sum he mentioned as 

the cost of the cei l ing. H e also told m e t h a t the 

g o v e r n m e n t of the U n i t e d States had lef t this mis-

sion only four acres of land, i n c l u d i n g the cemetery . 

O t h e r s say that the g r o u n d ass igned it, and n o w 

v a l u a b l e and rented by it, is more than for ty t imes 

the a m o u n t mentioned. S h o u l d I ever revisit S a n 

Gabr ie l , I should feel s trongly inclined to have this 

man report to m e all his store of k n o w l e d g e , for I did 

not really quest ion him to any extent . W e passed a 

h u g e s t u c c o t o m b bes ide the c h u r c h . It lacked, as 

usual , any inscription whatever , and I asked him if he 

k n e w whose it was. H e said, yes, it w a s a sea-cap-

tain's, for a l l sea-captains were buried with their heads 

to the pole-star, b u t he did not r e m e m b e r the name. 

T h e r e w a s one b lack and t ime-worn crack in the side 

of it, o u t of w h i c h the bees were issuing, and the place 

smel led of honey. S t o p p i n g to ponder for a moment 

upon the uses, industr ial and otherwise, to w h i c h w e 

m a y c o m e a t last, this man said he had n o d o u b t 

the're w a s a g r e a t deal of honey there, f o r those bees 

had been there a very l o n g t ime, and the place had 

never been opened, all of which w a s ev ident ly true. 

B u t b y and b y some of the more p u g n a c i o u s of them 

b e g a n to ob jec t to o u r presence, and I w a s forced to 

h u r r i e d l y d e p a r t . T h e n m y chaperone said they 

never s t u n g him\ he had once taken three dollars' w o r t h 

of honey o u t of that place and escaped free. A t that 

m o m e n t his attent ion seemed to be v io lent ly a t tracted 

to a spot on the b a c k of his neck, b e n e a t h a di lapi-

dated blue neck-tie he wore wi thout any collar, and he 

hurr idly went a w a y through the tall mustard-plants 

w h i c h o v e r g r e w the place, and I had no further 

reliable information from him. 

L o o k i n g v e r y old, b u t part ia l ly repaired into 

shabbiness, San G a b r i e l s h o w s the least s igns of its 

former importance and g r e a t w e a l t h of any of the 

C a l i f o r n i a missions. T h e w a l l s and arches of the 

q u a d r a n g l e are ent ire ly gone. T h e r e is not a sign of 

the rows of cloisters. T h e remains of g a r d e n s and 

fountains have been obl i terated. T h e c h u r c h has no 

transept, and is b u t an o b l o n g b u i l d i n g of an aspect 

not part icular ly imposing. If it had towers they 

were small , for the wal l shows neither angles n o r 

g r e a t e r th ickness where they w o u l d have been. Per-

haps architectural b e a u t y w a s not intended, for the 

R o m a n arches are all want ing , and as a pecul iar i ty 

not noticed in most others, the outer wal ls are but-

tressed to the eaves. I looked longer a t a little out-

side ba lcony near one end of the b u i l d i n g than a t 

any other s ingle feature, for it seemed qui te w i t h o u t 

any re l ig ious purpose. It w a s a narrow structure, 

railed neatly with iron, s h a d o w e d by an i m m e m o r i a l 

pepper-tree, and the steps close beside the wal l by 

w h i c h it w a s reached were deeply w o r n . P e r h a p s it 

w a s the entrance to the organ-loft , or only an archi-

tectural caprice; perhaps a place whence the Spanish 

recreations of those d a y s could be convenient ly over-

looked. F o r S a n G a b r i e l had an e x t e n s i v e and 

f a m o u s bul l -r ing in i ts t ime, and whi le b u l l f i g h t s 

m a y not have been direct ly favored b y the Francis-

cans, w e m u s t not f o r g e t that they w e r e Spaniards , 

and there was never one of that b lood whose soul 

was proof a g a i n s t the national pastime. 



T h e mission w a s also an extensive manufactory . 

In the very yard , qui te close to the church-walls , are 

still to b e seen the remains of the h u g e furnaces and 

cauldrons w h e r e they tried tal low and made soap. 

S o m e t h i n g is there also, n o w filled w i t h earth and 

a lmost enigmat ic , which looks l ike the p i t of an ancient 

water-mil l . Outside, across the road, and b y me 

f o u n d by chance, are the remains of a h u g e cement 

water-main. It is laid a b o v e g r o u n d entirely, and 

b e i n g some f o u r feet w i d e and deep, c o n v e y e d a tor-

rent. P e r h a p s noth ing could recall so v i v i d l y the o l d 

and prosperous Saturnian d a y s as to imagine this 

a q u e d u c t brim-ful l t h r o u g h the midst of the shining 

va l ley . It seems indicative of the utter passing a w a y of 

al l these early blessings to see that the railroad, when 

it w a s built , cut i t square across. T h e r e is w a t e r ye t , 

but it comes in iron pipes. T h e r e is a hydrant at the 

corner of the old church, and cocks and t r o u g h s in the 

v i l lage street. T h e y d o not c h a n g e its sleepiness in 

the least; it is only incongruous. It was better w h e n 

it splashed and foamed, and ran in rills d o w n the vil-

l a g e street, and w a s p layed in b y the urchins, and 

when the Indian g ir ls went to the fountain w i t h tal l 

pitchers on their shoulders, and it fo l lowed the hoes 

of the Indian laborers o v e r the low fields. In those 

d a y s w a t e r was as precious as in Biblical d a y s it w a s 

in Palestine, and, as in Palestine, wherever it ran, the 

land flowed with milk and honey , and there w a s 

happiness unal loyed b y i n v e s t m e n t ; peace undis-

turbed b y the price of land ; security that knew no 

margins ; sunny years that heard no b o o m s . 

T h e r e is a cemetery . Its principal feature is dilap-

idation. T h i s is a b o u t a l l that in these t imes any 

mission g r a v e y a r d ever indicates. N o g r a v e s are vis-

ible there which extol in stately L a t i n the v ir tues of 

either c o n v e r t or friar. T h o s e are sunken, g o n e , 

p loughed over, ut ter ly lost. T h e oldest part of this 

h?3 been uti l ized for the practical purpose of rais ing 

oranges. T h a t which is not so old, is a couple of 

acres of w o o d e n crosses, all modern, b u t all dilapi-

dated, with here and there a memoria l of white mar-

ble. O n e of these says of the sleepers, " R e q u i e s 

catit in P a c e , " and adds another unintended item to a 

l o n g line of tombstone pleasantries. A brick mauso-

leum near a corner of the c h u r c h , s e e m i n g l y old, 

has been broken and rifled, and n o b o d y k n o w s w h y 

or when. N o b o d y cares. Camp Santo, spr inkled w i t h 

holy water , and the dedicated rest ing place of believ-

ers only , seems in all Cathol ic countries to be incon-

sistently neglected. 

T h e r e are o n l y four bells at San Gabr ie l , t h o u g h 

there are h a ngi ng-p laces for five. T h e r e b y , of course, 

h a n g s a romance. T h e r e w a s a seQorita in old Mexico , 

name and date g i v e n more or less, but unimportant , 

w h o had a lover. H e came north and died. In the 

course of masses for his soul's repose, the y o u n g lady 

sent to this mission a beaut i fu l and cost ly bell. F o r 

a l o n g time it h u n g in its niche and rang the fa i thful 

to prayers, and w a s one of the institutions of the 

place. F inal ly it disappeared, and there are those 

w h o say that it w a s taken d o w n w h e n sequestrat ion 

came, and was returned to its donor. B u t a gr izz led 

American says, in his practical way , " It aint best to 



bel ieve that yarn. T h e r e w a s t h o u g h t to be consid-

erable si lver in that bell, and some priest or other, 

don ' t k n o w w h o , sold it. T h a t ' s a l l . " Y o u will a l w a y s 

find some m e m b e r of this prosaic race on hand t o 

destroy romances , l i t t le and big , and some of them 

are able to b r i n g f o r w a r d the most d isagreeable and 

inconsistent conclusions. 

O n e of these c a m e within m y k e n as I sat in the 

shade at the street corner. H e w a s a y o u n g m a n 

with an old face and a g r a y head, f r iendly and hilar-

ious, t a l k i n g Spanish to all comers, and evident ly a 

man of the country . H e addressed m e in E n g l i s h , 

w i t h a s t r o n g Southern inflection, and w e entered 

into conversat ion. H e told m e he came to San Gabr ie l 

in '49, w h e n a boy , and had known the last d a y s of 

the remaining Franciscans. I hinted that I should 

l ike to h e a r a b o u t the old t imes. H e said " there is 

noth ing to tel l ; I can p u t it all into t w o sentences." 

I asked him to d o so, and his reply w a s that they 

came, had any number of Indians to w o r k for them, it 

w a s a g o o d c o u n t r y , they g r e w rich, and w h e n the 

Mexican g o v e r n m e n t took their lands f rom them, 

they went a w a y a n g r y . 

T h i s succ inct s u m m a r y of the s i tuation seemed to 

him a v e r y fu l l one, b u t I remained unsatisf ied. 

Insist ing upon further particulars, he told m e there 

were some 2,000 Indians here in 1849, all of them 

h a v i n g been connected in some w a y w i t h the indus-

trial operat ions of the miss ions—ranches, herds, fields, 

factories, etc. " I n plain E n g l i s h , " I said, " k i n d l y 

a n s w e r for me one quest ion. W e r e , or were not these 

Indians s laves?" 

T h e reader is a w a r e that this question has been 

m u c h discussed, and t h a t no one seems to quite 

understand the pecul iar and unique s i tuat ion that is 

perhaps qui te w i t h o u t a parallel in the l o n g story oi 

the contact of the European with the A b o r i g i n e on 

this continent. T h e s e C a l i f o r n i a Indians lived toil-

some and patient lives, and did an immense w o r k . 

T h e y had never w o r k e d before, and w e r e reputed the 

most extraordinari ly shiftless of al l Indians. W h y 

did t h e y ? Enthusiasm; readiness to be l ieve only the 

good and reject the unpleasant; admiration for the 

heroism of those fathers w h o came first;—these do 

not answer the question. 

M y new friend had told me that he came from a 

slave State. T h a t he need not have done, for he spoke 

Engl i sh with that accent no ear can fail to recognize. 

K n o w i n g him but ten minutes, I still knew he would 

speak truth if he answered a t all, f o r it w a s in his 

demeanor and the general look of him. M a n y t imes 

and in various forms, I had asked, or hinted, the same 

question. E lder ly " Cal i fornians " — a s the C a l i f o r n i a 

Spaniard is a l w a y s c a l l e d — h a v e described to me a t 

length the life of the missions as they had part ly seen 

it and part ly heard of it, and in effect have almost 

invariably led me to the conclusion of ser fdom; of at 

least that form of feudalism which makes its toilers 

slaves under a politer name. T h e n when I would 

finally say " well , they were slaves then, were they 

not?" they would protest with an endless procession 

of vehement " no's ." 

H e looked at m e a moment d o u b t f u l l y , seeming to 

enquire my mot ive in the question, and then, perhaps 



r e m e m b e r i n g that the question of s lavery e v e r y w h e r e 

is a t h i n g of the past, s l o w l y answered, " Wel l , yes, 

that 's jus t a b o u t w h a t they were . T h e y g o t n o w a g e s 

and t h e y m a d e 'em w o r k l ike the d—1. W h a t else 

would y o u call i t?" 

" H o w can you make an Indian w o r k ? " I said. 

" W e l l , I think they scared 'em into i t ; — t o l d 'em 

they 'd g o straight to hell if they didn't , and m a d e 

'em bel ieve it. O h , they do that w i t h others than 

I n d i a n s . " T h i s last signif icant remark seemed to be 

in the nature of supplementary proof, and I pursued 

the s u b j e c t no further . B u t I b e t h o u g h t me of 

F a t h e r Serra 's o w n story of the m a r v e l o u s eff iciency 

of one of his sacerdotal banners, that had upon one 

side a p ic ture of the V i r g i n and upon the other a 

realistic representat ion of the old-fashioned Hades. 

I knew also that a coercion unto godl iness b y a means 

not very dissimilar to that of the P a d r e s had been 

practised b y the church of my forefathers, and mine, 

for many generat ions . B u t the shrewd notion of 

these missionaries in t u r n i n g the p ow e r s of w h i c h 

they had control into a means of coerc ion to field-

labor, w a s a v iew c f the case qui te new to me. 

I asked m y fr iend w h a t b e c a m e of the Indians, and 

he answered in the same old comprehensive w a y ; he 

said they " died off." I a l w a y s a s k e d this quest ion 

when I could find o p p o r t u n i t y . I wished to k n o w 

w h e t h e r there w o u l d ever be any variat ion in the 

answer . If there had been, I should have concluded 

that m y f a t e had c h a n g e d , and that very l ikely some-

t h i n g s tart l ing would soon o c c u r to v a r y the m o n o t -

ony of m y plac id days . T h e r e w a s a cause for this 

Indian fata l i ty , and a s tudy of it leads to some con-

clusions not usual ly much d w e l t upon b y the a v e r a g e 

phi lanthropist and enthusiast. L e a s t of a n y w h e r e 

is it cared a b o u t in C a l i f o r n i a T h e y are g o n e . T h e 

past is accepted w i t h unanimity and composure . 

B u t it is a part of the great Indian quest ion of this 

continent, w h i c h for a c e n t u r y h a s been an i l lustra-

tion of the ancient story of the t w o knights w h o saw 

the shield f rom o p p o s i t e sides. 

M y friend declared that he had no business, never 

had had any , and w a s not looking for any, and inti-

mated that this w a s not unusual in S a n G a b r i e l in 

his d a y , or even now. W h e r e u p o n I ventured to 

enquire w h e t h e r the Cal i fornians , i .e., Spanish, popu-

lation were increas ing or the contrary . H e g a v e it as 

his opinion that they were not. U p o n m y a s k i n g w h y , 

he g a v e me another comprehens ive a n s w e r comprised 

in the words , " Wel l , they d o n ' t a m o u n t to m u c h . " 

B y this he m e a n t that t h e y were not fitted f o r com-

pet i t ive l i fe w i t h the A m e r i c a n s , and w e r e b e i n g 

pushed to one side. H e told m e present ly , with 

some fee l ing , that his w i f e had been a Ca l i fornian , 

that he had a l w a y s been w i t h them and k n e w them 

well , and t h a t the present condi t ions in C a l i f o r n i a 

w e r e not understood b y them. E v e r y one of them 

c o u l d have been w e a l t h y ; f e w of them are. B e y o n d 

certa in l imits and restrict ions no Spaniard wi l l ever 

g o . " I a m not so v e r y o ld , " he said, " not so old as 

I look, b u t I should not b e surprised to see a lmost 

the last of t h e m m y s e l f . " 

H e arose and w e n t w h i s t l i n g a w a y , fo l lowed by 

some half-dozen l i tt le brown-faced boys , w h o pulled 
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him b y the skir ts of his coat , and c l u n g to him b y 

e v e r y avai lable portion of his person. T h e y w e r e 

s a y i n g s o m e t h i n g a b o u t g o i n g fishing, and he m a d e 

several solemn promises to t h e m on t h a t s u b j e c t 

w h i l e still in m y hear ing. A ma n w h o m the b o y s 

love is never a fool , is a lmost invar iably a g e n t l e m a n 

in his n a t u r e , a n d m a y b e counted upon to say truth if 

a n y t h i n g . B u t he m a y b e such an one as I r v i n g has 

immorta l ized. In a corner as quiet and a lmost as 

quaint , s u r r o u n d e d b y e v e r y i n d u c e m e n t to idleness 

w i t h f e w of its penalties, brooded o v e r b y tradition 

and sunshine, surrounded b y mountains r u g g e d e r 

and b luer than the Catski l ls , I think I h a v e encoun-

tered the R i p V a n W i n k l e of S a n Gabrie l . B u t this 

man owned a horse and b u g g y , into w h i c h he man-

a g e d to c l imb w i t h as m a n y b o y s besides as would 

have m a d e a coach-ful l . P e r h a p s he owned a rancho, 

and I bel ieve he did. H e w a s R i p , b u t of the Cal i -

fornia var ie ty . Onions and c a b b a g e s were the p r o d -

ucts of the country of the first. Here , a hundred 

feet a w a y , the w a t e r w a s f o a m i n g out of the throat of 

an iron pipe, and r u n n i n g a w a y in b lack and sh i n i ng 

f u r r o w s b e n e a t h l o n g r o w s of o r a n g e trees, and vin-

dict ive ly n i b b l i n g a t the bare feet of the laborers w h o 

coaxed it hi ther and thither w i t h sh i n i ng hoes. 

A f t e r he w a s gone , a n d I had n o t h i n g w i t h m e on 

the sunny corner to console mysel f withal , I b e g a n 

to th ink of w h a t h a d c o m e to the sons of the viri le 

conquistadores w h o had once laid half a w o r l d u n d e r 

tr ibute to España Madre, that t h e y should c o m e next 

a f t e r the miserable " D i g g e r " in their c h a n c e of ear ly 

ext inct ion. T h e y a r e not heathens , a n d h a v e not 

been since the names " G o t h " and " V a n d a l " became 

familar in all the ancient stories of valor in war and 

strength in peace, or Alar ic closed his palm upon the 

b e a u t y and s t rength of classic R o m e , and some-

t h i n g of a solution of the question came to m e a t 

the moment . O f the f o u r v i l lage corners I have 

mentioned, three bore on the fronts that s trange and 

odious tergiversation to w h i c h our A m e r i c a n eyes are 

BO accustomed that it has ceased of itself to d isgust 

u s — t h e w o r d " S a l o o n . " P e r h a p s even the fourth one 

w a s of similar character, and lacked only the name; 

— f o u r small-sized gin-mil ls f a c i n g each other in a 

vi l lage, which b u t for them m i g h t seem a corner of 

Arcadia , the home of s impl ic i ty and peace. I could 

hear the tipsy Spanish voices within t r y i n g to sing 

" L a G o l o n d r i n a , " b u t so maudl in ly t h a t it m i g h t 

have been a C o m a n c h e chant . Spoi led b y the toil less 

tradit ions of their ancestors, l u r e d b y the modern 

price of ranch-lands and dece ived b y the b landish ' 

ments of a c l imate t h a t robs p o v e r t y of hal f its ter-

ror, the nat ive Ca l i fornian is d r i n k i n g himself into 

that imbeci l i ty w h i c h presages exterminat ion. It is 

not a lone a t San G a b r i e l t h a t the g r u s o m e process 

g o e s on. E v e r y isolated v i l lage , e v e r y shearer 's 

camp, has i ts c o n t i n u o u s orgies. It is not w i t h wine. 

T h e Spaniards h a v e crushed and drunk the red blood 

of the g r a p e for ages, and if it has poisoned them 

they have been v e r y s low in d y i n g . It is the ram-

pant fluid k n o w n as A m e r i c a n w h i s k y w h o s e seduc-

tions he has learned and w h o s e d e a t h he tastes. 

T h e contrast to this, in the same sunny region, is 

the slant-eyed Mongol ian. A dim suspicion must 



sometimes find lodgment in the mind of every visitor 

that this shrewd and toil ing economist, this Asiat ic 

sphinx, may sometime come forward not as a claim-

ant, but as an actual holder of the lion's share. 

H e may do everything else, and he can and still sur-

vive, but he does not drink. A moment a f t e r the 

saloon idea had dawned upon me, I found this same 

C h i n a m a n having it quite his o w n way, fearless of 

any municipal discouragement. F r o m an adobe a 

little w a y down the shady street I heard a sound that 

was dimly like the cackl ing of hens, mingled occa-

sionally with a little human screech of t r iumph and 

exultation. John w a s at it; a dozen of him. T h e y 

sat on either side of a long laundry-board, and the 

g a m e they played I could not understand, and rather 

than disturb a national amusement, which had also 

the effect of l i g h t i n g for the first time for me the 

stolid face of a Chinaman, I did not l inger long in the 

doorway. 

F o r a unique mingl ing of some of the most diverse 

sensations of life, commend me to the v i l lage of San 

Gabriel , Archangel . Cal l it Gab-rail, as was intended 

by its founders, or what you will , y o u will not find its 

equal for many a league. It stands in the midst of 

the most fertile plain of a land whose barrenness and 

whose ferti l ity, l y i n g side by side, have g iven rise to 

two distinct opinions, alternately in the majority for 

fifty years. L o o k i n g out of its embowerment, moun-

tains fence it on every hand, and shimmering in 

changeless summer itself, a huge patch of white 

snow looks down on it in June. F o r a hundred and 

twenty years its drowsy ears have listened to the 

clangor of its mission bells, and until times that must 

seem to it exceeding new, it has been accustomed to 

scenes foreign and transplanted; pictures out of the 

common life of Spain. It is still older than these, for 

here stood that g r o u p of booths and huts the 

invaders called a ranchería, and here have lived and 

died the d u s k y generations of whose history or times 

or thoughts there has been left us not a word or an 

indication. Surrounded now by all that is new, by 

the improvements of the world's most restless deni-

zens, by a skill that accomplishes in a single year 

the results of a Spanish century and an Italian eter-

nity, it is still San Gabriel , ab iding in a peace that 

is held about it by a spell. 



C H A P T E R V . 

S A N J U A N C A P I S T R A N O . 

P Y no possibi l i ty could any little c h a m b e r be more 

g l o o m y , unfurnished, general ly di lapidated and 

desolate. A battered old pine table stood in the middle 

of the floor, and beside it a mended chair. Another , 

with a r a w h i d e bottom, stood beside the door . T h e r e 

w a s no whole glass in the one window, and so the 

shutters were closed. A n old and worn b l a c k priest's 

coat h u n g against the wall , and the cheapest var iety 

of cotton umbrel la leaned beside it. A n ecclesiasti-

cal b o o k lay on the table where it had last been used, 

and close beside it a pair of steel-bound spectacles. 

T h e only s ign of creature comfort , the one human 

w e a k n e s s of the place, w a s a little b a g of cheap 

t o b a c c o and a w o o d e n pipe that lay beside the spec-

tacles and the book. 

Dust , the d u s t of years, decay, forget fulness , decrep-

itude, w a s everywhere . It filled the spaces of the 

cracked red tiles of the floor, and lay thick on the 

w i d e old w i n d o w ledge. It had flown u p w a r d and 

perched on the beams of the cei l ing. If one had 

s w e p t it a w a y it would only have al ighted again, for 

i t b e l o n g e d there, a part of the material of the place. 

S o m e of it w a s the excretie of generat ions of insects, 

and some of it w a s composed of their p o w d e r e d 

w i n g s and heads and legs. S o m e a g a i n w a s v e g e t a b l e ; 

the microscopic cosmos that could tell of f u n g i and 
70 

l ichens; of e v e r y minute g r o w t h of beam and raf ter 

the dry, b r i g h t air could nourish. 

O n one side w a s a little fire-place ; the incon-

g r u o u s th ing of a land where, winter or summer, the 

g r e a t sun w a r m s the world unfa i l ing ly , y e t where it 

is often cold. It was doubtless in its d a y g o o d for old 

bones and slow blood w h e n the white sea mist w o u l d 

come creeping u p the narrow val ley before the early 

mass. It w a s black with a hard and ancient soot, b u t 

it had been l o n g since a fire had crackled there. T h e r e 

was a picture on the wall. I d o not r e m e m b e r of 

what, b u t it w a s of something sacred, and it w a s very 

cheap. Perhaps, as w a s fitting, it w a s the Mother of 

Sorrows, looking u p w a r d , a l i thographic sadness in her 

p leading eyes, and a hand, w i t h a r ing on the finger, 

laid upon her heart. B u t I k n o w that the stains of 

time ran obl iquely across her face, and that it h u n g 

crookedly upon the wall . 

T h e r e w a s l i t t le else. Y o u could observe the ye l -

low g l int of the sunshine t h r o u g h the w i d e cracks of 

the opposite unopened d o o r ; the door that had once 

opened upon a h u g e square that w a s e d g e d w i t h 

c loisters; that w a s fu l l of dark-faced p e o p l e ; t h a t 

w a s set with fountains, and crossed b y walks , and 

studded with flowers. Its h u g e out l ine was there 

still, and on t w o sides still ran the pillared arches 

that had supported the roof of a p o r c h a b o u t s ixteen 

hundred feet long . O p p o s i t e every arch had been 

the low d o o r of a monk 's r o o m ; his cloister, w h e r e 

he had m e di t a t e d upon the evanescence of a l l earthly 

things, and had told his beads , and had lain upon his 

uncurta ined cot a n d slept as men do to w h o m the 



W I N E A N D W A S S A I L . 

C h u r c h a lone is infancy and motherhood and l iveli-

hood and care and love. T h e roof w a s gone , and the 

l o n g r o w s of arches stood alone. S o m e of them 

were broken oif in the middle , and the half-arch 

still h u n g there, uncracked, sustained b y a s ingular 

tenaci ty of material . W h e r e y e t the red floor-tiles 

remained beneath them, beside this l i t t le back-door 

of the priest 's room, they were w o r n b y the g o i n g to 

and fro of feet that have been d u s t this seventy years 

and more, that had had errands f r o m this cloistered 

square to the o u t e r w o r l d ; t h a t were bare or clad 

only in sandals, and that m a y h a p had trod the thorny 

road f rom V e r a C r u z to the C i t y of Mexico , from 

M e x i c o to G u a d a l a x a r a , and then to S a n Diego , 

in ceaseless and toi lsome crossings of an u n k n o w n 

desert, and thence to this sunny spot w h e r e rose the 

now fallen towers of the mission of the soldier-monk, 

San Juan Capistrano. 

Beside the little chamber I have described, once, 

perhaps the public office or business-room of the 

mission, there w a s another, the bedroom. It w a s 

stiller and darker a n d sadder than the first. T h e r e 

w a s nothing there but a s ingle bed, and loneliness 

and poverty . B u t it is not a place ©f ghosts , or else 

priests d o not bel ieve in ghosts. F o r I s a w the place 

that night, as its b r o k e n arches shone in white moon-

l ight at the end of the vi l lage street. I knew that 

old g r a v e s lay thick behind the church, all i v y - g r o w n 

and all unmarked, and that there were memories and 

reminiscences in e v e r y nook and cranny. T h e aged 

priest m a y have been asleep there, a lone and unat-

tended in a l ittle den surrounded by c r u m b l i n g ruins, 

Q 



b u t ghost ly visitors d o not disturb his s lumbers . So 

idle, so tenantless, so out of k e e p i n g with the spirit 

of these times are these moonlit ruins, that even the 

ghosts have forsaken them. 

Just in front, in a porch whereof the roof is still 

intact, there is an old wooden settee, smooth with a g e 

and innumerable sitt ings upon it. T h i s f ronts the 

w o r l d and the p u b l i c ; the world and the publ ic of the 

old t imes ; and there sitt ing, I tried to recall those 

days. It were hard to d o w i t h o u t i m a g i n i n g myself 

also a Franciscan, w h i c h G o d wot I am not, and I had 

ill success. B u t down t h r o u g h the narrow v a l l e y — 

w h e r e runs a railroad n o w — I could see the shining 

sea. A faint b lack smoke h u n g tra i l ing on the hori-

zon where a steamer w a s passing. I t h o u g h t it well 

e n o u g h that th ings should end when their t ime came. 

F o r had the t o w e r s never f a l l e n ; had the ange lus 

bel ls been p e a l i n g across the yel low hi l ls ; had the 

fa ir church whose whole interior now lay open to the 

sky been ful l of d u s k y worshipers ; had a brown-

robed Franciscan sat beside me; I should have known 

b y the smoke of the steamer and the distant scream 

of the train that that hour had arrived. T h e curious 

t h i n g ; the pathet ic and u n j o y o u s ref lect ion; is, after 

all, of so much wasted toil and tears and hope and 

faith. T h a t is w h a t it amounts to. T h e eternal church 

and l iv ing faith, sole o w n e r of a beaut i fu l and isolated 

wor ld ; rich, strong, powerful , successful beyond hope 

in the beginning, could stand but e i g h t y years. T h e 

b a b e w h o saw the b e g i n n i n g lived unto the very end. 

T h e people who came with her, and the Indians she 

converted, are g o n e as well. Here and there one sees a 

b r o w n f a c e ; here and there hears the old tongue; once in 

a day, or a week, m a y encounter a laborer w h o m he 

k n o w s to be an unmixed descendant of those amiable 

aborigines whose benighted lives stirred the soul of old 

Serra. If secularization had never taken place, if the 

P i o u s F u n d had been piously regarded unti l now, if 

the presidios had paid their debts, if the enormous 

landed holdings had been l e f t to the course of nature 

and law, all w o u l d long since have g i v e n w a y before 

that advent which is the opposite of that upon w h i c h 

the church is founded. T h i s a g e d priest l ives a lone 

amid the fallen stones his brethren laid. T h e roof of 

his chapel is propped with a post. H i s c o a t is old, 

his vestments tarnished and shabby . H e has rem-

iniscences f o r his friends, and is otherwise qui te 

deserted. S o m e lone devotee m a y now and then c o m e 

and b o w in succession to the f a d e d Stat ions of the 

Cross that h a n g on the m o u l d y walls of w h a t w a s 

once a mission g r a n a r y . S o m e contrite soul m a y at 

long intervals come and whisper its sins to him t h r o u g h 

the rusty perforat ions of the worn and worm-eaten old 

confessional. A f e w m a y g a t h e r to hear the mass 

whose bel ls are still r u n g on the ancient w h e e l whose 

rude c ircumference t h e y rim, and w h o s e iron crank 

was once whir led b y an Indian boy a t the e levat ion 

of the host. T h e mission is fortunate , for at most there 

is no priest a t all . H e r e he serves, in faith, patience 

and old age , to m a r k f o r the w a n d e r i n g and irrever-

ent American, and with s ingular emphasis, the differ-

ence between T h e n and N o w . 

T h e r e is a quiet b e a u t y often h o v e r i n g over d e c a y 

and ruin, and no local i ty is so subject to such a spell 



as an old church. S o to the a v e r a g e A m e r i c a n , w h o 

eame to heal his l u n g or his for tune, w h o considers 

only c l imate and ex is t ing faci l i t ies for irrigation, w h o is 

t h i n k i n g only of the e x i g e n t and emphat ic n o w , per-

haps a C a l i f o r n i a mission bears a s t r o n g resemblance 

to any decrepit structure, say a d i lapidated barn. 

A n o t h e r is g iven to ref lections upon the t e m p o r a l 

s a g a c i t y of the Padres , of w h o m he makes the old 

a v e r m e n t that they never g o t into a poor local ity. A 

third mere ly looks and passes on, u n a b l e to r ight ly 

c o m p r e h e n d the m e a n i n g of a m e m e n t o or a monu-

ment. H e s a y s it is of the past, the " dead " past, and 

thereupon, if he k n o w s any poetry at all, he quotes 

L o n g f e l l o w on that point. S u c h an one sees n o t h i n g 

b u t grass and rocks and rol l ing hills at the field of 

G e t t y s b u r g , noth ing b u t a whimsica l piece of industry 

in the bronze a n d h o m e l y f a c e of L i n c o l n w h e r e he 

s tands in a C h i c a g o park, noth ing b u t fac t a n y w h e r e 

— t h e f a c t w h i c h is of the present, and w h i c h concerns 

him a lone. 

B y a s c e n d i n g a r ickety stairs y o u m a y find all that 

is le f t of the l ibrary of the mission and monastery of 

San Juan Capis trano. H a r d l y is it a stairs at all, b u t a 

c o m p r o m i s e upon a ladder , and the steps are so steep 

that the rise has been notched to s lant inward, a f t e r 

the fashion of the teeth of a saw. T h e r e are b o o k s ; the 

b o o k s of a t ime w h e n the art of the printer flourished, 

but the b inder had not acquired his modern c h e a p 

faci l i ty . N e a r l y all are b o u n d in p a r c h m e n t ; w h a t w e 

w o u l d ca l l rawhide; and are of a k ind that wi l l bear 

m u c h t h u m b i n g . T h e Spanish and the L a t i n prevail 

in this assortment. T h e r e is not a vo lume in the 

Engl ish tongue, or of a date later than Seventeen-

Hundred-and-Something . Many of them are in manu-

script, written with a quil l upon the old-fashioned 

unruled foolscap that e v e r y b o d y uses in Spain to this 

day. T h e m o n k s were g o o d penmen, and the ink 

w a s very black. Y o u will encounter here a record of 

" M a t r i m o n i o s , " the dedicatory first p a g e of which 

w a s written and signed by Junípero Serra himself. 

H e w a s seventy years old when he wrote it, and yet it 

would stand for a fine quaint specimen of pen-and-ink 

engraving . T h e r e is another old v o l u m e of exercises, 

a prayer-service for e v e r y d a y in the year, which is 

handsomely printed in red-and-black, and w a s fur-

nished with metal clasps. T h i s book is thicker than 

it is l o n g or wide , and is the quaintest t h i n g in the 

collection. Y o u m a y take it in y o u r hand with a 

smile at its c lumsiness, b u t y o u r e m e m b e r that it was 

a th ing of personal use under all the c i rcumstances 

of those times. T h e e d g e s of the leaves have been 

t h u m b e d and turned until they are worn into notches. 

Certain favori te p a g e s are covered w i t h an ancient 

g u m which obscures the type , and w h i c h is all that is 

left of the personality of w h o e v e r it w a s that carried 

it in the fold of his habit , and whispered its p r a y e r s 

to himself in the shade of the live oaks , and turned 

to it for spir i tual food when his b o d i l y s t o m a c h w a s 

empty. P e r h a p s it figured in some of those g r a p h i c 

episodes v a g u e l y hinted a t in the sparse records it 

w a s t h o u g h t worth whi le to make. It m a y have been 

at Monterey under the oak. P e r h a p s it w a s at San 

D i e g o when, amid the d y i n g and the dead, that first 

mass w a s said. Perhaps it was at San G a b r i e l when 



w r a t h w a s turned to adoration. O n e can only 

v a g u e l y regret, for the thousandth time, that the 

secrets of the dead, and w h a t the dead leave behind 

them, can never be told. 

C u r i o u s t h i n g s are the primers; the l ittle b o o k s of 

exercises; of the Indian children. T h e y m a d e them 

as they came to t h e m — o u t of rawhide. O n e or two 

of them were not lost or torn up, and lie here. H a r d l y 

less interest ing are sundry l o n g L a t i n essays wri t -

ten by some sophomoric monk w h o fed his mind on 

the silence of the wilderness, and did s o m e t h i n g for 

the e n l i g h t e n m e n t of f u t u r e a g e s ; for the perusal of 

a w a n d e r e r b y rail w h o casual ly picks up his essay, 

divines that it is in L a t i n , w o n d e r s a t the intermi-

nable length of it, whispers to himself , " T u T i t y r e 

recubans," etc., b l o w s some of the d u s t off the sheep-

skin c o v e r from mere force of habit , and lays it d o w n 

again. 

B u t this squalid l i t t le dusty c h a m b e r w a s not the 

l ibrary at all. It is l ike all the rest; a mere modern 

makeshi f t . O n three or four old shelves the b o o k s 

lie piled, and some of them are on the floor, or over 

on the w i n d o w ledge, w h e r e t h e y k e e p c o m p a n y w i t h 

a dozen e m p t y w i n e bott les. A n d there is one 

s trange thing. T h e P a d r e s were not m a k i n g history, 

or l e n d i n g any assistance w h a t e v e r to that interest ing 

process. In all this h e a p of q u a i n t v o l u m e s there is 

n o t h i n g l ike a dai ly record , a d iary , a bit of descrip-

tion, a f r a g m e n t a r y record of the exper iences of one 

man. N o one k n o w s precisely, or by m o r e than a 

guess, what the real l ife of the missions was, h o w 

m a n y Indians there were , w h a t var ie ty of h u m a n i t y 

t h e y represented, w h a t a n y b o d y did, or said, or 

thought . E v e r y fac t has been g a t h e r e d b y inference 

or f rom outside sources, b y w h o s o e v e r h a s a t t e m p t e d 

the s l ightest sketch of those interest ing t imes. A n 

enormous w o r k w a s accomplished, industr ia l ly if 

not rel igiously. A form of the c o m m u n e w a s estab-

lished w h i c h seems to have more than realized all 

modern isms and ideas of that form of polit ical and 

industr ial life. F o r fifty years of the life of the mis-

sions in is impossible to conceive of the s i tuat ion as 

other than a patr iarchal form of Indian s lavery , b u t 

s l a v e r y nevertheless . Y e t no man k n o w s if it w a s 

real ly so, and even this prominent feature remains 

d isputed and unsett led. T o i l s and perils the P a d r e s 

had, i n n u m e r a b l e f rom the nature of the case, and 

of ten insurmountable . T h e r e is n o c o m p l a i n i n g 

record to tell the story. T h e secrets of abor ig ina l 

life, the motives and desires and c u n n i n g n e s s of the 

barbarian mxnd, were all laid open. T h e F r a n c i s c a n s 

knew t h e m ; there is not a w o r d to tell of them. S o 

near ly obl i terated are all the detai ls that the bui ld-

ing of nineteen missions, the ra is ing of the s tate ly 

and beaut i fu l establ ishments for each one, the bring-

ing under cul t ivat ion of thousands of f r u i t f u l acres, 

the magic c o a x i n g of r u n n i n g w a t e r o v e r miles of 

arid rock and sand to m a k e v ineyards and rose-gar-

dens and orchards, the g o v e r n i n g and adminis trat ion 

of all t h r o u g h m a n y years, the w e a l t h acquired and 

the trade establ ished, and finally, the sudden fal l , the 

broken-hearted a b a n d o n m e n t and c o m p l e t e d e c a y of 

a l l ; — t h e whole s t o r y — s e e m s like a tale that is not 

to ld ; a vision of the night. P e r h a p s no scheme of 
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world h a s ever k n o w n , or C a t h o l i c and P r o t e s t a n t 

a l ike m a y turn to the scant record of those missions 

as a s ingular e x a m p l e of the p o w e r of the Cross , and 

of the success of those w h o " e n d u r e all t h i n g s " for 

the love of H i m w h o pat ient ly e n d u r e d as an exam-

ple to w h o s e v e r would conquer in His name. W h e t h e r 

it be so or not, there is no narrat ive to explain. 

T h e pioneer of f o r t y years a g o k n e w as m u c h as w e 

do now, and no more. T w o generat ions have passed. 

conquest w a s ever so successful , and save a single 

upris ing at San D i e g o w h i c h w a s forgiven and un-

a v e n g e d , there w a s no blood shed t h r o u g h it all. 

T h e r e w e r e soldiers, b u t t h e y w e r e f e w , undiscipl ined 

and far b e t w e e n . T h e r e were civil magistrates , b u t 

they lacked all physical p o w e r to enforce. E i t h e r the 

Indians of Cal i fornia , s p e a k i n g di f ferent l a n g u a g e s 

and not all alike, were the most docile savages the 

T h e Indians are gone, and the oldest inhabitant can 

not expla in whither . It is a lost civi l ization. 

B u t if one wi l l be patient, and will sit d o w n beside 

the ruins of C a p i s t r a n o , or S a n L u i s R e y d e Francia , 

or Gabr ie l , or a n y picturesque m e m e n t o of them all, 

and wi l l dism iss the w o r l d and the flesh, he m a y g e t 

himself into a mood f o r d i m l y understanding . Here , 

where-we are s i t t ing n o w , the P a d r e s came a t even-

tide, and looked t h r o u g h the c a n y o n upon the sea, 

and goss ipped as priests, l ike other men, occas ional ly 

will . I t w a s the half of an open square. T h e r e w a s 

a rail in f r o n t to which vis i tors tied their horses, and 

the genera l goss ip of the c o m m u n i t y w e n t on as it 

must in every association formed by men. T h e reader 

wi l l k indly r e m e m b e r that these holy men were a lso 

Spaniards , a lso that the c igaret te is an ancient Span-

ish institution, to the benign and consolatory influ-

ences of w h i c h the priesthood has ever been amenable . 

T h e world belies them g r e a t l y or e l ie monks, even 

Franciscans, are jo l ly . T h e s e men w e r e pleased. 

T h e i r lines had fal len in places so pleasant that every-

one has been pleased e v e r since. It w a s the land of 

oil and wine. T h e i r granar ies and casks w e r e 

full . T h e i r d u s k y neophytes numbered thousands, 

and the ideal k i n g d o m of Fai th w a s established per-

manent ly . O n e could a lmost wish that such had 

actual ly , as it w a s apparent ly in those pleasant days , 

been the case, and that one had been there to see w h a t 

now is a p ic ture only to be recal led b y such vain 

i m a g i n i n g s as these. 

A semi-savage origin is traceable in all one sees. 

T h e l o n g r o w s of arches are stately only a f t e r a 



barbaric fashion,wonder fu l as they are for the time and 

c i rcumstances of their construct ion, and picturesque 

b e c a u s e proc la iming Spain in miniature, and c o m i n g 

b y a w o n d e r f u l l y long road f rom Palest ine itself. 

B u t t h e y are not precisely a l ike . T h e hand of the 

Indian is visible in their curves. S o m e are longer than 

their fe l lows b y a finger's breadth, and some ar« 

s l i g h t l y h igher in the bend. A m o n g the r e d tiles of the 

pi l lars some are thick and some are thin. S y m m e t r y , 

e i ther of material or of architecture , is not to be 

e x p e c t e d of the savage of any race, and for all the pur-

poses of p ic turesque d e c a y the result answers quite as 

wel l . 

O n the left hand, at the corner of the square, 

s t o o d the c h u r c h itself. N o P r o t e s t a n t sanctuary 

in America , roofless for fifty years, w o u l d look a j 

wel l . T h e walls are near ly five feet thick, not of 

s q u a r e d blocks of sol id stone, y e t w h e r e s t a n d i n g at 

al l a l m o s t u n c r a c k e d . T h e chancel and i:s roof 

are still intact , s h o w i n g all the p r o p o r t i o n s t h e . f o r 

their uses w e r e wel l n igh p e r f e c t T o be ent ire ly in 

keeping , there is u n d e r the r o u n d flat dome, and a m i d 

the ashes of the past , an open g r a v e . W h a t fa ther ' s 

bones w e r e d is turbed b y this useless sacr i lege n o 

one knows, and there were b u t bones to reward the 

delver 's search. S e r r a w a s buried in the chancel 

a t San Car los , of Monterey . S o m e brother , w h o s e 

name has not descended, and honored o n l y less than 

his superior , lay here. 

T h e r e are g r a v e s enough, a n d all u n m a r k e d . T h e 

l i tt le square behind the church is fu l l of them, and 

in a l ittle corner are t w o or three whose l o w s t u c c o 

mounds, covered with trai l ing vines, have been bask-

i n g places for the lizards from time immemoria l . 

A ye l low-eyed b r o w n bird w a s there, interested in 

the g r u e s o m e corner to the extent of s c o l d i n g vocifer-

ous ly at the most d is tant intrusion. T o be entirely 

in k e e p i n g w i t h s u r r o u n d i n g s there w a s a lso there a 

skull . I t w a s so h u g e that it w a s m a d e to form a 

part of the flimsy fence that ran part ly across to 

h e d g e in with some lazy show of care a nameless 

rest ing place. It w a s not a man's, b u t doubt less one 

of the f e w remaining m e m e n t o s of their times, 

s h o w i n g at least the cranial c o n f o r m a t i o n of the 

mission ox. T h e bases of the horns, d e c a y e d and 

shrunken as they v/ere, measured nearly eleven inches 

round. 

A l l the r idge upon w h i c h the mission stands is 

covered with the remains of the es tabl i shment , and 

it was b y no means one of '.he most extensive . T h e r e 

is a tradit ion that adobe is more las t ing than stone, 

and that rawhide wi l l endure l o n g e r than either, and 

these b u i l d i n g s w e r e of the sun-dried bricks, w h o s e 

p e r m a n e n c y surprises e v e r y s tranger . O n the r ight 

of the entrance, where, in imaginat ion, we h a v e been 

s i t t ing whi le the western sun w e n t d o w n into the 

sea, w a s the kitchen. T h e old oil-mill, its s tone still 

in place, and the rawhide thongs w h i c h held its cross-

beam to the upr ights still h a n g i n g shrunken to the 

wood, is there now. T h e r e is a disposit ion a l w a y s to 

try to imagine , to d i m l y recall, the industr ial occu-

pations of any period to w h i c h o u r o w n appears a 

s t r ik ing contrast. A man w o u l d be justif ied in 

searching all Spain for a barber 's basin such as D o n 



Q u i x o t e m i s t a k e n l y a d o p t e d as a helmet, and if w e 

pry into the cu l inary establ ishment the P a d r e s f o u n d 

sustenance in, we d o b u t a d d a supplement t o 

romance. B u t there is no guess to b e made. T h e r e 

are only b lackened walls to show the uses that are 

gone , and the faintest odor of garl ic , even of that , 

h a s been w a f t e d d o w n the years. B u t there is the 

stable, s o m e w h a t useful to this d a y , and one g a z e s 

w i t h interes t a t the w o o d e n manger-bars between 

w h i c h the asses of those t imes pushed their mott led 

noses, and even a t the s q u a r e mounds, r is ing even 

n o w some three feet a b o v e the c o m m o n earth, w h i c h 

show w h e r e once the g o a t s and kine passed their 

ruminat ive nights . 

A n d there w a s a d u n g e o n . W h e t h e r for priests 

or converts , it is certain that the m o s t v i r t u o u s com-

m u n i t y n e v e r y e t existed l o n g w i t h o u t one. It w a s 

a room b e h i n d the church, w h o s e o n l y o p e n i n g s are 

a door , st i l l barred, and one square w i n d o w , h igh u p 

and closed w i t h a solid shutter. W i t h i n the recollec-

tion of e lder residents, there w e r e s tocks t h e r e ; the 

ancient and effective machine w h i c h shut d o w n u p o n 

the prisoner 's members, and g a v e him a seat whose 

hardness w a s c o n d u c i v e to pa infu l reflection upon 

the ev i l of his ways . I t were a w o n d e r if s u c h sim-

ple m e a n s w e r e all t h a t were needed f o r the disci-

pl ine of the barbar ic m a j o r i t y , and, if true, one could 

heart i ly w i s h that the c l imate had the same effect 

upon a later generat ion . 

T h e professional anatomist pieces together f r o m 

scales, or wing-feathers , or c laws, or thigh-bones, the 

monsters of the Pa leosaur ian age , and g ives to the 

w o r l d the plaster-casts of creatures b e y o n d reason or 

belief b y the cit izens of a later time. T h e r e m a y 

have been, and doubt less were , features of mission 

life incredible in these times, and the process of dis-

c o v e r i n g them is s imilar to that of the anatomists . B u t 

they are human traits, and in t r y i n g to recall them, it 

is necessary to r e m e m b e r t h a t men are g o v e r n e d 

a lmost entirely b y the t imes in which they live. H e r e 

w a s pract ical social ism w i t h o u t a theory. H e r e w a s 

the C h u r c h w i t h o u t a d o u b t . B o t h t h i n g s a r e now 

impossible, and these ruins are m e m e n t o s of a t ime 

w h e n they were possible. T h e church of the Fran-

ciscans in C a l i f o r n i a w a s a direct importat ion, in an 

a g e of profound belief , of the church of Spain. T h e 

church in Spain is the same a s that of o ther C a t h o l i c 

countries, and y e t it is not. T o this d a y there is a 

difference b e l o w the surface. P e r h a p s the undefined 

t h i n g which w e can not understand a b o u t these mis-

sions is the secret of their g r e a t success, combined 

w i t h that of their total failure. A s one w a n d e r s 

about the ruins he is cont inual ly t u r n i n g this ques-

tion over. B u t the answer does not c o m e unless it 

be in the form of a theory that the t ime permit ted 

them, and that such time has passed. F o r the machin-

ery was not different from that used e v e r y w h e r e b y the 

same sect for the same purposes. S o m e of it is here 

still . T h e little chapel that w a s a g r a n a r y , whose 

s a g g i n g roof is propped with a post, is f u l l of it, al l 

d a t i n g back to the old times. T h e pictures on the 

wal ls are dim and blurred with time. T h e linen which 

serves as a base for embroider ies seems to h a v e c o m e , 

and v e r y l i k e l y did c o m e , a m o n g the ecc les ias t i ca l 



stores prov ided by G a l v e z , a hundred and twenty-

five years ago. In a l ittle m o u l d y room at one side 

are some w o o d e n statues a b o u t half l ife-size. T h e y 

are somet imes headless and o f t e n w a n t fingers, b u t 

are fine specimens of an art w h i c h is now, in its per-

fect ion, a m o n g the lost ones. T h e w o o d of the faces 

and hands is covered w i t h a composi t ion that has 

retained its finish and color t h r o u g h all the years , 

and the e y e s are of glass, and as perfect ly m a d e and 

preserved as those are w h i c h are now used in the 

arts w h i c h require them. 

A n o t h e r small c loset contains some curious eccle-

siastical machinery . T h e r e is a board w i t h a hold 

a t one end shaped like the h a n d l e of a saw. T h e 

sides of it are s tudded lengthwise w i t h iron gr ips 

precisely l ike those o u r forefathers used for the end-

handles of the hair trunks of their days . T a k e this 

machine u p and twist it v i g o r o u s l y f r o m side to side, 

and y o u wi l l be startled a t its capac i ty for that k i n d 

of noise w h i c h is k n o w n in the v e r n a c u l a r as a racket. 

A n o t h e r ingenious contr ivance for the s a m e genera l 

purpose is a three-cornered box, s t u d d e d w i t h swing-

i n g irons l ike the other, b u t inside of w h i c h there 

could also b e ratt led w i t h te l l ing effect a loose stone. 

T h e s e machines figured in the G o o d F r i d a y proces-

sions fami l iar to all w h o have l ived in M e x i c o or 

Spain, and serve as an appeal to the sensibil it ies of 

the c o m m u n i t y a t large . 

A n ingenious contr ivance is a w h e e l whose rim is 

s t u d d e d w i t h little bells. T u r n it once over b y the 

crank, and each bell fal ls over once and r ings the 

part icular k e y it happens to possess. T h i s s tands 

behind the al tar and marks a part icular moment in 

the ritual. 

A n d w i t h o u t t h e s e t h i n g s this s a n c t u a r y w o u l d b e 

poor indeed. R o o f , w a l l s , ra f ters , p ic tures , b e l l s , 

i m a g e s , are all of the o l d e n t ime. T h e r e is n o t h i n g 

n e w . T h e m i g h t y C h u r c h w h o s e p r o p e r t y it is r i s e s 

to s u c c e s s a n d w e a l t h , or d e s c e n d s to p o v e r t y and 

isolat ion, w i t h a n e v e n n e s s of d e m e a n o r a n d a s tead-

f a s t n e s s of p u r p o s e w h i c h c o m m a n d s the r e s p e c t of 

the w i d e w o r l d . T h e m a c h i n e r y of h e r e l a b o r a t e 

threaded first the intricacies of e v e r y wi lderness soli-

tude the continent knows, and w h e r e mass has once 

been said in a h u t or tent, or beneath a s p r e a d i n g tree, 

the cathedral has a f t e r w a r d s arisen w i t h unfa i l ing 

certainty. O n l y here has the process been reversed 

T h e cathedral h a s fal len, b u t the priest and the r i tual 

survive. I do not k n o w if he bel ieves i ts t o w e r s will 

ever rise again. P e r h a p s he never questions, b u t to i 

his mind must o f ten o c c u r the s ingular i ty of a situa-

tion perhaps q u i t e w i t h o u t a paral lel o v e r so wide a 

c o u n t r y . A l l the surroundings , the w h o l e c o u n t r y , 

fe historic f rom the efforts of his brethren of a 



c o m m o n faith, and in the midst of u n e x a m p l e d prog-

ress in e v e r y field b u t the re l ig ious one, he remains 

as a k i n d of m e m e n t o of al l that w a s , and remains 

alone. I d o not k n o w his n a m e ; I never s a w h i m ; 

b u t in all my recol lect ions of the sunny ruin b y the 

sea, I find ihe h u m b l e and u n k n o w n m a n the most 

prominent figure. 

T h e visitor to C a p i s t r a n o wi l l observe a curious 

architectural d iscrepancy . A portion, almost one-

half , of the ruined church is not of stone, b u t of 

adobe. In other words , it h a s t w i c e fa l len and been 

once rebuilt . A n e a r t h q u a k e in i 8 i 2 * w a s a very 

di f ferent t h i n g f rom w h a t the same event would be 

in 1889, hence it h a s b u t the semblance of a tradit ion 

I t i , n o t e v e n k n o w n w h e t h e r the r e b u i l d i n g w i t h 

a d o b e w a s ever entirely completed , and the observer 

w o u l d say t h a t i t probably w a s not. F o r on the g r a y 

stone wal ls , still erect and u n c r a c k e d , the rampant 

winter vegetat i n of t ropical C a l i f o r n i a has ga ined 

a rooting, and wi l l throw d o w n stone a f t e r stone. 

W h e r e the adobe in its t u r n h a s melted d o w n , there 

are vast r i d g e , a n d m o u n d s , covered shoulder-high 

w i t h a miscel laneous g r o w t h of weeds. T h e r e is a 

p lant w i t h c lus ter ing ye l low blossoms whose roots 

w o u l d w e d g e a p a r t a R o m a n bat t lement , w h i c h inserts 

itself in every crevice, a n d flaunts there a b o v e s tatue-

niche and g r a v e , and flourishes upon air. S t u d y -

ing such ruins, one can b u t think of the immense 

a d v a n t a g e a c c r u i n g f r o m the absence of frost . It is 

c h u r c h e s , o c c u r r e d d u r i n g e a r l y m a s s o n D e w a b » 
p e o p l e w e r e k i l l e d , a n d m a n y o t h e r s w o u n d e d m o r e o r l e s s s e n o u s y 

certain that b u t fo r this for tunate t h i n g there w o u l d 

now be n o missions a t all ; n o t h i n g b u t m o u n d s of 

a d o b e and heaps of stone. T h e y are not solid wal ls . 

F a c e d on each side, a lmost a n y t h i n g w a s t h r o w n 

between. T h e r e f o r e the e a r t h q u a k e w r o u g h t havoc, 

and r e m e d y i n g the misfortune as best they m i g h t , 

the P a d r e s commit ted the monstros i ty of repair ing 

masonry w i t h the sun-dried bricks w h i c h lat ter ly con-

st i tuted one-half of the side wal ls , and the w h o l e of 

the tower-end, of w h a t h a d once b e e n a m o s t hand-

somely-proport ioned and elaborately-f inished relig-

ious structure.* 

T h e quaintness , to A m e r i c a n eyes, of w h a t re-

m a i n s can not wel l b e p u t into words . W e never 

made a n y t h i n g l ike it, and never shall . F o r w i t h a l l 

o u r f o r m e r flimsiness and present s o l i d i t y ; w i t h all 

the m o n e y w e have wasted o r s p e n t on E g y p t i a n 

portals or Cor inth ian s tucco; w e h a v e never, in a 

s ingle instance, c o m e as near ly as these miss ionary 

m o n k s did to the filling of one g r e a t d e s i d e r a t u m ; 

the s u i t i n g of a b u i l d i n g to the s u r r o u n d i n g land-

scape. I t is an indefinable t h i n g w h i c h c a n not be 

fixed b y rules, and one does not k n o w where in pre-

cisely the appropr iateness consists. B u t it is present 

and a p p a r e n t e v e n in ruin and d e c a y . T a k e the sun-

shine, the g r a y - w h i t e s k y , the y e l l o w a t m o s p h e r e and 

the ro l l ing b r o w n or green hil ls backed b y h i g h e r 

ranges that are purple a lways , and i m a g i n e there a pile 

of A m e r i c a n church architecture . T h e one m a y fit a 

* T h e C h u r c h w a s b u i l t a l m o s t p r e c i s e l y l i k e t h a t o f S a a F r a n c i s c o A n t i q u a , 

i n G u a t e m a l a , a l s o a n e a r t h q u a k e r u i n , t h o u g h n o t s o l a r g e . A s e r i e s o f l o w 

d o m e s c o m p o s e d t h e r o o f , o n e o f w h i c h y e t r e m a i n s o v e r t h e c h a n c e l . 



t o w n — some t o w n s — the other fits eternal ly its place 

a m o n g the fastnesses of a wi lderness that can never be 

real ly c h a n g e d b y any effort of c iv i l izat ion. Some, 

the m a j o r i t y perhaps, m a y w i s h t o see relics and hunt 

d e c a y . B u t w h e n y o u are g o n e again, if y o u have 

seen the c o u n t r y ar ight , y o u r mental picture will be 

c o m p l e t e s t w h e n y o u r e m e m b e r C a p i s t r a n o s i t t ing 

u p o n its knol l and l o o k i n g d o w n the g l e n to its speck 

of s k y - b l u e sea, or San D i e g o a t the va l ley e d g e 

as leep upon the shoulder of a hill , or S a n L u i s R e y 

in its basin of sierras, t ra i l ing a green-and-yel low 

ribboir a t its feet, or G a b r i e l a m i d its v ineyards, 

d r o w s y with the f u m e s of wine, and each one wi l l 

seem a t h i n g that is a part of its natural surroundings, 

placed there b y an ineffable and s u p e r h u m a n taste, 

and m a d e to fit, w i t h a preciseness that t ime has only 

m e l l o w e d and blended, a l l its sett ings. 

T h i s is for the present. I t is all one can carry 

a w a y . T h e co ld tones of a p h o t o g r a p h d o b u t spoil 

the soul of the reality. C o l o r s m i g h t answer, b u t 

the art ist h a s not y e t come. A l l the past is b u t a 

m e m o r y , and it is b u t memories that w e purchase 

w i t h a w h o l e l i fe 's experiences. T h e r e is still want-

i n g s o m e t h i n g to c o m p l e t e the picture, and that some-

t h i n g is b e y o n d a t t a i n m e n t It is descr ibed b y the 

word L i f e . F o r these t h i n g s are, so to speak, pre-

eminent ly dead. B a a l b e c k is not m o r e lifeless, or 

T y r e more perfect ly a t h i n g of the past. But , with 

them, so is a lso the c o u n t r y dead, whi le with these it 

h a s put on the newness of a l i fe b e y o n d the wi ldest 

dreams of a n y monk w h o ever dreamed. S e t u p a g a i n 

the walls, and r e b a i l d the towers, and r ing the bells. 

C o v e r the hills with herds and the v a l l e y s w i t h vines. 

Reca l l the hosts of Indians and banish the American. 

L e t the Engl i sh t o n g u e be again unheard, and put 

the ra i lway so far a w a y that even the v i l l a g e of Chi-

cago, floundering in its s w a m p around a trading-post 

and a fort , k n o w s it not. L e t the s torm-worn ships 

from a r o u n d the H o r n prowl a l o n g the coast for their 

cargoes of hides, the o n l y and the infrequent visitors 

from the intangib le and u n i m p o r t a n t wor ld . B r i n g 

a g a i n Spain, and m a k e San Bias an important port and 

G u a d a l a x a r a a capital . T a k e a w a y L o s A n g e l e s , and 

g i v e the l ittle w h i t e - w a s h e d a d o b e pueb lo in the val-

ley her fu l l n a m e and her p r o p e r people. L e t only 

m o n k s in robes and sandals, a n d soldiers in leathern 

jackets , and Indians b e a r i n g burdens, traverse the 

paths f rom mission to mission. L e t us speak only of 

Y e r b a B u e n a if we mean the local i ty of the Pacif ic 

capital , and mention o n l y San C a r l o s if w e mean 

Monterey. L e t a brown-wal led rancho a p p e a r occa-

sionally in thef iandscape, and let u s m a k e it the com-

plete establ ishment of a feudal ism almost u n k n o w n to 

the middle ages, per fec t in independence, isolation 

and peace, the home of a life neither C a l i f o r n i a nor 

e lsewhere can ever k n o w again . 

A n d let us p u t in its last and i m p o r t a n t place the 

last essential t h i n g ; the confidence and self-satisfac-

tion of provincial ism, the unapprehensiveness of w h i c h 

ignorance is the s t u r d y mother. L e t us desire no 

change and dream of none, and live in conf idence and 

peace, protected b y the V i r g i n and the saints, and for-

g e t that this is A m e r i c a at all. T h e n shall w e have 

Something l ike a m e m o r y of the C a l i f o r n i a missions, 



not in decay and ruin, b u t in the d a y s of their fru-

ition and prosperity . T h i s is the real past of w h i c h 

they are the mementos. 

Is it w o r t h reca l l ing? T h i s t r u l y A m e r i c a n query 

wi l l be the first in the m i n d s of the m a j o r i t y of those 

w h o wil l read these words. T h e r e is a sense in w h i c h 

it is m o s t assuredly not, and another in w h i c h a v a g u e 

and undefined regret must surely fo l low any compari-

son of it w i t h the C a l i f o r n i a of today. A r c a d i a w a s 

never a reality, y e t in some of its forms it h a s bur-

dened the poetry of every people , and been dreamed 

of and imagined since the in fancy of the h u m a n race. 

A n d of this idealism h u m a n i t y has never g r o w n 

weary . T h e r e are f e w things w o r t h s tr iv ing for, b u t 

one of them is peace. In the t iredness of a ceaseless 

s t rugg le , there are f e w to w h o m has not come, or first 

or last, a f e a r f u l pleasure in the t h o u g h t of that s leep 

w h i c h k n o w s no human reveil le, w h i c h lets the ¿eons 

pass w h i c h l ies forever in the deep obl iv ion of dust. 

T h e peace w h i c h to some d e g r e e m a y c o m e in life w a s 

never in this w o r l d nearer its ideal izat ion than at San 

Juan C a p i s t r a n o three-fourths of a century ago. It 

can not be p u t into words , or painted, or sent b y mail, 
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m a k e it, or entirely destroy it. I t is in the a ir , and to 

s u p p l e m e n t it and add to it, is the f e e l i n g t h a t t h e 

past h a s not y e t quite g o n e a w a y . T h e dust lies thick 

in the v i l l a g e street, and in it one a lmost looks to find 

the print of sandals. B e l o w the b r o w of a l ittle hill a 

s tream of w a t e r purls across the road, and there is a 

roadside h e d g e composed ent ire ly of the odorous 

C a l i f o r n i a wild rose. In the shade of a w a l n u t tree in 

the field close b y , there is a g l i n t of rural cal ico, and 

a g r o u p of w o m e n are w a s h i n g g a r m e n t s upon a flat 

s tone beside the stream, as their g r a n d m o t h e r s did in 

the same spot whi le the A m e r i c a n revolut ion w a s in 

progress. A r a m b l i n g and roofless adobe is upon one 

side of the road, its b r o w n wal ls d e f y i n g t ime in a w a y 

that is the usual puzzle to all w h o bel ieve in the 

natural course of things. It has a little k n o w n history, 

where in it di f fers f rom its ne ighbors that are m u c h 

older, and were occupied as appurtenances of the mis-

sion establ ishment. It w a s bui l t b y a man w h o came 

near e m b o d y i n g in C a l i f o r n i a the traits of a race of 

Cabal leros , w h o w a s a lmost the last f the long-sword 

gent lemen and fighters, and it cos- him thirty-f ive 

thousand dollars. H e was of the same class and 

t ime of the man immortal ized by F r e m o n t in his 

s tory of the terrible l ittle s t r u g g l e k n o w n as the affair 

a t San Pascual , and within these wal ls w e r e nursed, 

b y a woman, the w o u n d e d of that d a y . A m o n g them 

w a s one A m e r i c a n soldier, whose n a m e and whose 

g r a v e are now al ike u n k n o w n . It is b u t another 

instance w h e r e " the northern eag le sh in ing on his 

b e l t " did not m a k e a n y d i f ference ,and w h e r e X i m e n a 

appears a g a i n f rom a m o n g the people w h o m we 

habi tual ly des ignate as " Greasers . " 

A t a l l events the ruins are there, te l l ing the same 

story a b r o k e n m o n u m e n t does, and the hills, 

and the sea, and the sunshine. T h e y rule. A s to 

I r v i n g and his reader the Moor and not the Spaniard 

still inhabits the A l h a m b r a , s o to e v e r y vis i tor does 

the robed and sandaled Franciscan sti l l ab ide at S a n 

Juan. T h e c h u r c h has been once sold a t auct io n , 



has been used as a residence, has been besieged, and 

has still c l i n g i n g to its d e c a y the monast ic odor , the 

sense of b e l o n g i n g to G o d . D e f y i n g time a fa int blue 

fresco still c l ings to its inner wal ls , and even the 

n a m e s scratched upon it b y f a m e - s e e k i n g wanderers 

does n o t m a k e it less a place w h e n c e the o d o r of 

incense has scarcely y e t departed. T h e ra i lway 

threads the va l ley , and one wishes it w a s not there, 

y e t it does not so m u c h affect the mission as it v is ib ly 

does the old s tage-yard d o w n the street where , since 

early in the fifties, the r e e k i n g horses d r a n k at the 

l o g t r o u g h u n d e r the h u g e pepper-tree, and whence 

the r o c k i n g vehicle, w i t h infinite bust le and impor-

tance, carried its cramped passengers a w a y a g a i n on 

a w i n d i n g road b e t w e e n the endless hi l ls . 

F a r u p the little v a l l e y there is a st i l l older mis-

s ion; the first San Juan, s t a n d i n g bes ide the trail of 

the P a d r e s w h e n they w e n t n o r t h w a r d in search of 

Monterey . N e a r where a trail used b y them of neces-

sity, and m a n y a t ime since, comes d o w n out of the 

hills into the va l ley , there is a s y c a m o r e whose l ike 

wi l l not be f o u n d in half a continent . Its shade at 

noon wi l l c o v e r 120 feet. It w a s as b i g , perhaps, a 

h u n d r e d years a g o as it is now, and no band of 

w e a r y f o o t m e n ever passed it b y . It recalls the 

vicissitudes of those early wander ings , and the soli-

tude and si lence that then shut in the Cross. T h e 

little v a l l e y is as silent n o w as then, and a l l 

u n c h a n g e d b y the hand of man. O n l y the s leek 

C a l i f o r n i a catt le c o m e and l ie in the shade, careless 

of al l the past and all that is to come. 

B u t even as I wr i te I see before me the contrast 

and anti thesis of all humil i ty or toil or sacrifice for 

c r o w n or cross. I have heard in a l l the w a t c h e s of 

the night a certain V o i c e , ca l l ing in ut ter wantonness 

the passing of the hours, and, if for prayer , ut ter ly 

fa i l ing of so pious a purpose. Its o w n e r now lies 

prone in the m o r n i n g sunshine, his g o r g e o u s tail 

trailed out behind him, and his bronze breast in the 

ye l low dust f rom w h i c h it will arise as unsull ied as 

his notorious vanity is unruffled. It is a b e i n g w h o m 

m y reminiscences wi l l ever designate as the Sul tan 

of San Juan, and he is one of the s tr ik ing trivialit ies 

of a place so fu l l of opposi te associations. F o r him 

there are no reminiscences, unless his g o r g e o u s ego-

tism should c o n g r a t u l a t e itself upon a cl ime as win-

terless as that of his nat ive land, and should imagine 

it to have been m a d e f o r him alone. A n d this he 

doubt less does, for even now he rises and ut ters that 

strident cry which I trust m a y y e t b r i n g his neck to 

the block, and w a l k s w i t h m i n c i n g steps a w a y a m o n g 

his hens, and does it all w i t h the insensate g r a n d e u r 

that not even h u m a n i t y m a y share w i t h him. O, 

land of contrasts ! San Gabr ie l and L o s A n g e l e s ; the 

c r u m b l i n g mission of San Juan and the o b t r u s i v e 

personal i ty of a peacock. 

E v e n s o l a t e l y a s a q u a r t e r o f a c e n t u r y a g o , t h e r e w e r e a t C a p i s t r a n o 

e x t e n s i v e r e m a i n s n o t n o w v i s i b l e o r k n o w n o f . T h e p r e s e n t v i l l a g e is 

h o n e y c o m b e d w i t h c o v e r e d m a s o n r y a q u e d u c t s . F l u m e s w e r e b u i l t a c r o s s 

r a v i n e s o n b r i c k p i e r s , a f t e r a n a n c i e n t a n d s u b s t a n t i a l s t y l e n o w u n k n o w n . 

T h e s e b e c a m e q u a r r i e s f o r t h e m o d e r n s . 

T h e r e w e r e a l s o a l a r g e n u m b e r o f b o o k s , m o s t o f w h i c h h a v e d i s a p -

p e a r e d . T h e c h u r c h w a s r i c h in g o l d a n d s i l v e r v e s s e l s a n d o r n a m e n t s , w h i c h 

w e r e a m o n g t h e first a r t i c l e s t o b e f o u n d w a n t i n g . 

T h e F r a n c i s c a n s , h e r e a n d e l s e w h e r e , t o o k , w h e n t h e y w e n t , e v e r y t h i n g 

p o r t a b l e t h a t w a s t h e i r s , o r t h a t c o u l d b e t u r n e d i n t o m o n e y , w i t h o u t r o b b i n g 



t h e p a r i s h o f a n y t h i n g c o m i n g u n d e r t h a t s p e c i e s o f p r o p e r t y . T h e i r s u c -

c e s s o r s d o n o t s e e m t o h a v e b e e n , s o m e o f t h e m , e v e n s o c o n s c i e n t i o u s a s t h i s . 

T h e g r e a t w e a l t h a n d s p l e n d o r o f t h e o l d t i m e s h a v e t h u s b e e n t u r n e d i n t o a 

t a w d r i n e s s a n d s q u a l o r t h a t i s s t r i k i n g . 

T h e r e w a s a l s o a t C a p i s t r a n o a q u a r t e r o f a c e n t u r y a g o f o u r o r five t i m e s 

t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e p r e s e n t . I t w a s t h e s t r o n g h o l d o f o l d c u s t o m s a n d o l d 

i d e a s ; o n e o f t h e las t i n C a l i f o r n i a . W h a t h a s b e c o m e o f t h e s e n o o n e p r e -

t e n d s t o s t a t e i n d e t a i l . T h e A m e r i c a n c i v i l i z a t i o n h a s s w e p t a s w i t h a 

b e s o m . O n l y t h e s t r o n g e s t s u r v i v e i t . T h i s p a s s i n g a w a y is o n e o f t h e i n t e r -

e s t i n g C a l i f o r n i a s t u d i e s . 

T h e c h u r c h w a s d e p r i v e d t e m p o r a r i l y o f i t s c h a r a c t e r b e f o r e it b e c a m e a 

p a r i s h r u i n . B o n s a r d , a p i r a t e , w i t h h i s c r e w o n c e o c c u p i e d it f o r t h r e e d a y s , 

w h i l e p r i e s t s a n d n e o p h y t e s t o o k r e f u g e i n t h e w i l l o w s o f T r a b u c o c r e e k , a n d 

w a i t e d u n t i l h i s d e b a u c h u p o n m i s s i o n b e e f a a d w i n e w a s o v e r . T h e s a m e 

t h i n g h a p p e n e d a t S a n t a B a r b a r a a n d M o n t e r e y . 

C H A P T E R VI. 

T H E P E O P L E O F T H E A D O B E . 

B E T W E E N N E W A N D O L D : — A C O R N E R 

I N L O S A N G E L E S . 

A D I S T I N C T class of odors, 

sensations and impressions 

h a n g a b o u t e v e r y S p a n i s h - A m e r -

ican t o w n . W h e t h e r in N e w 

M e x i c o or Ca l i fornia , they are s o m u c h the same, so 

nearly al ike, t h a t t h e y w o u l d b e r e c o g n i z a b l e to a 

blind man w h o had once learned to d is t inguish them. 

Y e t it is diff icult to descr ibe t h e m w i t h a n y hope of 

c o n v e y i n g a correct idea of w h a t they are to him w h o 

covers all points with the u n d o u b t e d l y t rue s tatement 

that a town is a col lect ion of h u m a n habitations, and 

a city a b i g g e r one, and there rests. 

O n e of the s trongest individual i t ies on earth is 

the Spanish. A man w h o never c h a n g e s himself , he 
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t h e p a r i s h o f a n y t h i n g c o m i n g u n d e r t h a t s p e c i e s o f p r o p e r t y . T h e i r s u c -
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w h i l e p r i e s t s a n d n e o p h y t e s t o o k r e f u g e i n t h e w i l l o w s o f T r a b u c o c r e e k , a n d 

w a i t e d u n t i l h i s d e b a u c h u p o n m i s s i o n b e e f a a d w i n e w a s o v e r . T h e s a m e 
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impresses himself upon all his s u r r o u n d i n g s if they are 

of his o w n b e g i n n i n g . It is not that he is s trong, for 

he is entirely and invar iably u n a b l e to resist, in this 

c o u n t r y , the ideas and encroachments of the Saxon. 

H e avoids , w h e n he possibly can, the pain a t tendant 

upon the parturi t ion of a new idea. T h e t h i n g s he 

k n o w s he k n o w s national ly , and his v e r y individual-

ity is a national one. I t is thus t h a t amid all the 

newness of A m e r i c a n l i fe he retains his a d o b e corner 

unimpaired, a lone, apart , separate, individual ized. It 

is so in S a n t a F e or A l b u q u e r q u e , in L a s V e g a s or E l 

Paso , and so also in the o b s c u r e nook he still retains 

in the b e a u t i f u l c i ty w h i c h is, e x c e p t in n a m e , the v e r y 

ant ipode of e v e r y t h i n g S p a n i s h ; in L o s A n g e l e s itself . 

P e r h a p s it is in the mere b r o w n f a c t of a d o b e 

alone, y e t a d o b e is one of his f e w acquired ideas 

w h i c h has b e c o m e second nature. B u t it necessitates 

the thick wal ls , the small w i n d o w s , the l o w doors, the 

s ingle stories, the l o n g porches, the s u n k e n floors, 

a l w a y s and e v e r y w h e r e g e n e r a l l y characterist ic of 

Spanish-American occupation. T h e s t u r d y struc-

tures stand a l m o s t forever, and when abandoned by 

intention, s ink b a c k to earth a g a i n o n l y w i t h the pas-

sage of the centuries, and leave a t last a long, low 

m o u n d t h a t wi l l still proclaim a h u m a n use, still 

dec lare the nat ional i ty of h i m w h o m a d e it regard-

less of al l points of the c o m p a s s and the s y m m e t r y 

of squares, c o n v e n i e n t to a g o a t - p a t h in f ront and a 

corral behind, and w h o l ived in it as one does whose 

l i fe m i g h t h a v e or ig inated the idea t h a t h a s m a d e 

immorta l the masterpiece of P a y n e . 

W h o e v e r w o u l d understand a u g h t of those b y - g o n e 

d a y s w h i c h p laced on this continent the quaintness 

of Spanish peasant life, must come q u i c k l y if he 

wishes to j u d g e b y t h a t surest index, the h o m e s of 

the people. F o r the d a y of adobe occupat ion has g o n e 

by . A r u m b l i n g tile f a c t o r y a n d a y a r d of sun-dried 

b r i c k s d o not exist l o n g side b y side. T h e a g e 

of cut stone and the a g e of dr ied m u d d o not pull 

a l o n g together . T h e street t h a t has a cable car-line 

is not now m u c h traversed b y s tr ings of laden don-

keys. O n l y here and there is there a corner le f t , and, 

as an intermediary , the s lant-eyed celest ial has l a r g e l y 

possessed himself of that , and H o p S i n g and Y u n g 

L e e have h u n g upon the ancient wal ls their var ious 

signs of lavatory industry. A n d this is the s t rangest 

t h i n g of a l l , a w o n d e r conspicuous ly l e f t o u t of all 

the prophecies ; that the inheritor of the h i d a l g o 

should be the peasant of P e k i n g or Macao. A n d , 

a f ter the C h i n a m a n , they are laid waste b y time, 

or t u m b l e d b y s p a d e f u l s into carts, and the Span-

iard and his b e l o n g i n g s h a v e said adios forever. 

N o b o d y k n o w s what he thinks about it, -ind no com-

plaints have been recorded. T h e closest quest ioning 

wi l l not elicit his opinion or a ir his gr ievance. T h e 

d i g n i t y of his f a m o u s race u p h o l d s him whi le all 

around him g o e s on the sequestrat ion of his inherit-

ance and the spoliation of his c o u n t r y . F o r so it 

must seem to him. T h e process he can neither pre-

vent nor understand, is the contr ivance of a people 

even to whose t o n g u e he is a s tranger , and to one of 

Spanish blood there can be noth ing more foreign and 

incomprehensible than that A m e r i c a n l i fe to whose 

m o s t natural processes he has b e c o m e a victim. 



B u t whi le here and there an adobe y e t s tands 

back of the street f r o n t in S a n t a Barbara , or d o w n 

by the old r e n o v a t e d and replastered sub-mission in 

L o s A n g e l e s , or in some o b s c u r e n o o k in a mounta in 

v a l l e y w h e r e once w a s the o u t p o s t of a catt le-ranch, 

or roofless and tenantless in the s h a d o w of a mission 

c h u r c h , or as the h o m e of contented p o v e r t y in the 

midst of a v i l l a g e garden, let u s regard them as the 

indices of those d a y s that were present o n l y f o r t y 

y e a r s a g o , a n d w h i c h are now so far in a remote past 

that the a m a t e u r ant iquar ian has a l r e a d y b e g u n to 

d e l v e in them and misunderstand them. O n e of 

these b r o w n or intensely w h i t e w a s h e d structures 

s t a n d i n g a lone is an archi tectural w i d o w w h o s e lone-

liness one m u s t respect , b u t w h e r e t w o or three are 

g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r the c luster at once beg ins to h a v e 

a character . A n d , to begin with, sunshine and 

a d o b e s g o together . T h e r e m u s t be l ights and shad-

ows, and open doors, and a cont inual g o i n g in and 

c o m i n g out. S u c h a house w i t h the d o o r c losed 

seems b l ind : and deaf and d u m b as wel l . I t is a place 

w h i c h l a c k s all newness , and w h i c h h a s a l w a y s that 

air of use and occupat ion which makes it h u m a n . 

S o m e b o d y is a l w a y s there, and a l w a y s at leisure, and 

invariably p r o d u c i n g the impression that t ime is not 

an ob jec t w o r t h y of part icular attention. P e r h a p s it 

is a store, and has " Tienda" s o m e w h e r e d isp layed 

upon its f rontage. But , u so, the proprietor is not 

e n g a g e d , a n d has n o anxiety a b o u t c u s t o m e r s and 

sales, and sits content upon a b o x and s m o k e s c igar-

ettes, and does not advertise. B u t if it be a dwel l -

ing , there is a l w a y s a w o m a n there with a s h a w l o v e r 

her head, and a b lack-eyed chi ld c l i n g i n g to her 

skirts. T h e chances a r e large ly in favor of a half-

dozen others. A chi ldless adobe I h a v e never seen. 

Here , and in N e w and O l d M e x i c o as wel l , there 

is a s ign of nat ional i ty w h i c h m a y a lmost be regarded 

as a tal isman. It is a s tr ing of red peppers. W h e r e , 

s t r u n g upon a thread it h a n g s not upon the outer 

wall , there is s o m e t h i n g u n q u e s t i o n a b l y w r o n g w i t h 

the interior. F o r pepper, and not gar l ic , is the sauce 

of l i fe w i t h the Spanish-American, and a more harm-

less dissipation it w o u l d be hard to find. " Chile," o r 

" chile con carne," c o m f o r t s e v e r y s imple life, and such 

l ives are o f t e n d r a w n out to a g o o d o ld a g e . 

S a v e w h e r e some A m e r i c a n has a d o p t e d the mate-

rial and fashioned himself therefrom a house, I d o 

not r e m e m b e r ever to have seen a new adobe. Per-

haps the Spaniard is, in his turn, of the opinion t h a t 

he never saw an old A m e r i c a n house, b u t , a t least, 

that a ir of a g e and use he carr ies w i t h h i m w h e r e v e r 

he g o e s is inexpl icable and indescr ibable . A l l his 

domest ic b e l o n g i n g s p a r t a k e of it. H i s fence is old. 

T h e path beside his door is worn, and the step of his 

threshold seems to have been trodden b y the f e e t 

of generat ions . T h e street in f ront of h i m m a y b e 

clean, b u t it has the indescribable semblance of bear-

i n g the debris of centuries. A n d there is a sensation 

that does not arise to the decided character of a n 

aroma, w h i c h nevertheless b e l o n g s in that list. It 

m a y be of the fuel he burns, mesquite or cedar , or 

a m i n g l i n g of his c o o k e r y with the atmosphere, or 

his national smell . T h e Indian has it , b u t his is 

dist inct and of a flavor ancient ly o leaginous . T h e 



emigrant-car possesses it, and it s tays a f t e r the occu-

pants have raised the first fruits off of preempted land, 

and therewith purchased t ickets for the remainder of 

their famil ies to c o m e o v e r with. E v e r y occupat ion 

has it as a t rade-mark, and e v e r y national i ty carr ies 

i t as an unconscious inheritance. It has n a u g h t to 

d o w i t h cleanliness necessarily, and the A m e r i c a n 

nose m a y with impunity only refer to it as one of the 

sensations of the Spanish o c c u p a n c y , dim and faint, 

b u t there. 

T h e cot and the palace of old Cal i fornia were a l ike 

of sun-dried bricks, and f rom them c o m e indiffer-

ent ly the vaquero and the mil l ionaire. San Francisco 

started so, and L o s A n g e l e s sti l l s h o w s some of her 

beginnings , and old S a n D i e g o is l ittle else. Some-

times the h u g e b r o w n b u i l d i n g rambled o v e r an acre 

of g r o u n d , and w a s the c l u s t e r i n g place of a host of 

dependents or the h e a d q u a r t e r s of a provincial com-

munity . A m e r i c a n statesmanship has been notori-

ous ly nurtured in l o g houses, and all that was g o o d 

or s t r o n g in C a l i f o r n i a c a m e o u t of these thick, 

b r o w n walls. A n d there w a s such s trength, mingled 

p e r h a p s w i t h a g o o d n e s s w h i c h A m e r i c a n s do not 

appreciate , and w h i c h has l o n g passed from human 

j u d g m e n t and cr i t ic ism. T h e y were pract ical ly an 

unarmed and pastoral people, taken b y surprise in an 

o u t l y i n g province, and unsupported b y a near or 

respectable g o v e r n m e n t . N o b o d y cares now, not 

even the Spaniards , h o w C a l i f o r n i a was won, and all 

the l ittle battle-f ields h a v e perhaps been planted in 

o r a n g e s or their local it ies lost. T h e y c o u l d not read 

fate , and there w a s noth ing else to read. T h e y did 

not k n o w of the enormous o d d s a g a i n s t them, or 

understand that conspiracy of the centur ies a g a i n s t 

all th ings Spanish . T h e y were not even that organ-

ized mil i t ia w h i c h is the ineffective s h o w of defense. 

T h e r e w a s n o arsenal save the f a m i l y powder-horn ; 

there were no a r m s b u t a n t i q u a t e d f o w l i n g pieces 

T H E OLD G A T E OF T H E G A R D E N . 

and disabled b lunderbusses . N o C a l i f o r n i a n could 

walk, or w o u l d , and t h e y d isp layed o n l y a f o r c e of 

free riders, a r m e d w i t h the riaia, or the h o m e - m a d e 

lance. Y e t t h e y did fight. N i n e t e e n m e n a t S a n 

Pascual out of twenty- three were ki l led w i t h thrusts . 

I k n o w w h e r e there is a rust-eaten mar ine c u t l a s 



w h i c h w a s p icked u p f r o m where it had lain for a 

quarter of a century or m o r e on the hil ls east of S a n 

P e d r o . S o m e w a n d e r i n g bul l has set his hoof upon 

the g r i p and broken it, and the dew has eaten d e e p 

scars into the b lade. T h e national h o n o r does not 

require, I think, that it should be denied that this old 

k n i f e is the m e m e n t o of a retreat which, t h o u g h of 

no g r e a t m o m e n t c o n s i d e r i n g the final result , a t 

least a c t u a l l y occurred. T h e m e n of the a d o b e , l ike 

those of the cabin and the c lear ing, have invar iably 

been d a n g e r o u s when aroused. In this case the won-

d e r is that they a w o k e a t all , for, h a t i n g A m e r i c a n s 

as they m i g h t , and as they are reputed still to do, 

they could have no devoted love f o r M e x i c o . A 

polit ical and ecclesiastical orphan s u c h as C a l i f o r n i a 

w a s m u s t m a k e h e r o w n w a y . 

A s a specimen of the abnormal d e v e l o p m e n t of 

some of these chi ldren of the adobe, did the reader 

ever hear of one F lores? It is not a pleasant or poet-

ical reminiscence, for F lores mere ly s h o w e d one of 

the most ancient forms of Spanish wickedness . H e 

w a s a bandit , and terrorized a g o o d l y port ion of S o u t h 

C a l i f o r n i a as late as 1858. It w a s f r o m his fo l lowers 

t h a t C a p i s t r a n o once w i t h s t o o d a s iege. N o b o d y 

k n e w when to look for him or where . C o m m a n d i n g 

admirat ion a f t e r the old fashion of al l t imes and coun-

tries, he had m a n y fr iends, and it seems finally to 

have b e c o m e a quest ion of e x t e r m i n a t i n g him or con-

c e d i n g the fac t of h i s b e i n g the a c t u a l ruler of the 

c o u n t r y . 

G o i n g f rom L o s A n g e l e s to San Juan, a fr iend 

cal led m y at tent ion to a c l u m p of trees g r o w i n g in a 

low place in a w i d e stretch of ranch-land. " T h e r e , " 

he said, " i s the place w h e r e F l o r e s a m b u s h e d and 

kil led the Sheriff of L o s A n g e l e s c o u n t y and his 

w h o l e posse save one m a n . " 

I had not heard the story, nor w o u l d its details , or 

m a n y g l impses of the life and a d v e n t u r e s of the C a l -

i fornia bandi t , p r o b a b l y interest the reader. B u t w e 

had g o n e but a f e w miles fur ther w h e n another feature 

of the m o u n t a i n landscape at tracted m y companion 's 

attent ion and p r o d u c e d the sequel . It w a s a coun-

t r y m a n of F l o r e s ' and his v a q u e r o s , and not the 

A m e r i c a n civil authori t ies , w h o were alone useful in 

b r i n g i n g the hero to his u n t i m e l y end, and the man 

w h o did it w a s the principal figure, on the Cal i fornian 

side, of the b a t t l e of S a n P a s c u a l ; D o n A n d r e a s Pico . 

P e r h a p s there w e r e never t w o men w h o m o r e per-

fec t ly i l lustrated the inherited types of old Spain than 

the man Flores and his mortal foe and final extermina-

tor, P ico , b e a r i n g in mind the s o m e w h a t vivid distinc-

tion that the one w a s a profess ional m u r d e r e r a n d the 

other a gent leman. T h e enmity w a s not an a c t u a l or 

personal one, b u t g r e w o u t of the t w o o p p o s i n g v i e w s 

of c i t izenship and law, and o u t l a w r y and plunder . 

T h e old C a l i f o r n i a n w a s such a man as c o m e s to the 

f r o n t in emergenc ies w i t h that certain and untrained 

instinct of the soldier c o m m o n to the caballero, and 

w h i c h enabled a n adventurer to c o n q u e r M e x i c o 

and an unle t tered g o a t h e r d to l a y w a s t e P e r u . A 

v a q u e r o b y t ra in ing and life, and n o t h i n g more, 

he w a s a c a v a l r y m a n b y instinct, w h o w o u l d have 

been be t t e r suited to m o r e s t i rr ing times. T h e little 

C a l i f o r n i a w a r w a s l o n g since o v e r and g o n e , its 



vict ims and its enmit ies a l ike bur ied and f o r g o t t e n 

for m o r e than ten years when the Flores era loca l ly 

d a w n e d . T h e c o w b o y s of San P a s c u a l were still 

alive, and so w a s their leader, and t h e y turned their 

attent ion to this m a r a u d i n g c o u n t r y m a n . 

T h r o u g h the pass m y fr iend pointed out to m e 

t h e y f o l l o w e d the g a n g , all one d a y and all the fol-

l o w i n g n ight . T h e c o w b o y s k n e w the mountains 

better than the pursued, and smiled a m o n g themselves 

in k n o w i n g h o w m u c h fur ther the robbers could g o , 

and n o further , on the trai l t h e y had taken. A n d 

w h e n the barranca came, and there w a s neither cross-

i n g nor retreat, they took them all except F l o r e s and 

one or t w o others. 

P i c o w a s a churchman. H e bel ieved in all the 

dicta, and wished his fe l low-sinners to have all the 

priestly consolat ion necessary to secure a favorable 

verdic t when t h e y w e r e beyond his jur isdict ion. S o 

he p laced them u n d e r g u a r d whi le he w e n t in fur ther 

pursuit , intending to take them to L o s A n g e l e s and 

bespeak the services of a priest, ere he should h a n g 

them. B u t w h e n he returned he f o u n d t h a t some of 

them had escaped, and therefore he f o r g e t a b o u t the 

priest and the hereaf ter , and s t r u n g all the remainder, 

a riata to each, u p o n the nearest s izeable tree, and 

he and his v a q u e r o s rode h o m e a g a i n r ighteous ly 

content . 

A compatr io t and n e i g h b o r of P ico 's has been 

referred to in another chapter , w h o w a s a lso a char-

acter ist ic p r o d u c t of the a d o b e c o m m u n i t y . H e 

ta lked. H e c o u l d nei ther read n o r write, b u t had he 

possessed these accompl ishments he w o u l d have used 

innumerable reams of paper, and assisted g r e a t l y in 

that official pen-and-ink garrul i ty for which his race 

is famous. H i s fr iends would have done the fighting 

and he would have made the treaties, and probably 

m a k i n g this m u t u a l i m a g i n a r y concession, they g o t 

on very wel l in the same region in h u m - d r u m dai ly 

life. T h i s last w a s also a caballero, perhaps an uncon-

scious one, and born a w h o l e a g e too late. H a v -

i n g no e d u c a t i o n to b e g i n w i t h he proceeded to 

acquire one, and took an early opportuni ty of h i r i n g 

a talented w a n d e r e r t h r o u g h the country to teach 

him to form his d is t inguished a u t o g r a p h , w i t h a 

rubrica. T h e r e a f t e r the s i g n i n g of his name w a s an 

important c e r e m o n y . H e would say " Usted quiere 

mi fir ma i " and when books and all other impedimenta 

had been d u l y carried a w a y and the d o c u m e n t spread 

before him, he w o u l d look u p o n it w i t h a Q u i x o t i c 

frown, insert his goose-qui l l in the fata l fluid, and g o 

through the w h o l e of the " educat ion " upon which he 

prided himself , with three quiddles, a l o n g under-

stroke and t w o dots, and the f a t e f u l deed w a s done. 

It w a s ent ire ly a mechanical accompl ishment , f o r 

w h i c h he had paid the man w h o t a u g h t it to him a 

h u n d r e d hei fer calves. T h i s unimportant incident in 

a provincial l ife m a y perhaps h a r d l y amuse the reader 

w h o has l i t t le idea of the Spanish character , or w h o 

has read C e r v a n t e s b u t f o r the story of the infatuated 

K n i g h t of L a Mancha. 

T h e original c o w b o y is a C a l i f o r n i a n and a nurse-

l ing of the adobe, and all his imitations are compar-

at ive ly feeble. A n d that also is in the race. T h e 

w o « 1 caballero means noth ing more than one w h o 



rides, b u t it h a s m e a n t " g e n t l e m a n " f o r s ix h u n d r e d 

years . H e r e is one w h o , w i t h o u t m u c h use of h y p e r -

bole, m a y b e said to h a v e b e e n b o r n on h o r s e b a c k , 

and to h a v e c a n t e r e d as his last act . H i s s t y l e of 

h o r s e m a n s h i p is one b o r n of necess i ty a n d l o n g h a b i t , 

a n d is to ta l ly d is t inct f r o m t h a t of the schools . B u t 

a l l the real hard r i d i n g of A m e r i c a is d o n e a f t e r his 

u n c o n s c i o u s f a s h i o n ; a fashion a c q u i r e d o n l y in 

y o u t h , and imposs ib le in 

o r d i n a r y l i fe. O n e m a y see XF-^USVUE* 

h i m e v e n in these d e g e n e r a t e d a y s , w h e r e v e r t h e r e 

are c a t t l e on the hills, or a r a m b l i n g r a n c h - h o u s e lin-

g e r s s u p e r f l u o u s in the l a n d of b o o m s . W h e r e v e r h e 

is, he wi l l n o t w a l k , a n d e v e n h i s g o i n g t o b e d is b u t 

a n u n n a t u r a l w a d d l e . E v e r y d a y , all d a y , s u m m e r 

a n d w i n t e r , he is b u t a p a r t of a horse . A n d y e t h e 

is n o t an i m p o s i n g c e n t a u r . H e wi l l " s tay " f o r e n d -

less mi les ; h e is t ireless in a p r o v e r b i a l l y hard l i fe; 

b u t e i t h e r h i s " t e c h n i q u e " is b a d or the rules a r e 
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w r o n g . H e s w a y s in the s a d d l e ; his reins are o f t e n 

held in the w r o n g h a n d ; h i s s t i r r u p - s t r a p s a r e too 

l o n g ; he m o u n t s q u i c k l y b u t a w k w a r d l y ; he uses his 

h e e l s ; he " flaps " his e l b o w s ; w h e n real ly on b u s i n e s s 

he raises h i s br id le-hand a s h i g h as his chin, a n d leans 

f o r w a r d , a n d p e r h a p s d o e s e v e r y t h i n g he should not 

do. B u t h e w o u l d r ide a n E n g l i s h h u n t i n g - f i e l d to 

d e a t h , and, g i v e h i m h o r s e s e n o u g h , w o u l d b e the 

finest l i g h t c a v a l r y m a n the w o r l d e v e r s a w . 

A n d e v e n n o w he is p e r p e t u a l l y a r m e d — n o t w i t h 

a n y t h i n g the r e a d e r th inks of as a w e a p o n , b u t w i t h 

the riata. T h i s l issome coi l of p la i ted r a w h i d e , or of 

t w i s t e d b l a c k a n d w h i t e horse-hair , h a n g s a l w a y s at 

his s a d d l e - b o w . T h e i m p l e m e n t seems n e v e r t o h a v e 

been S p a n i s h , and was not i m p o r t e d . I t is c o m p a r a -

t ively m o d e r n , f o r it w o u l d b e a l m o s t useless w i t h o u t 

a horse, a n d there w a s a t i m e in A m e r i c a w h e n horses 

w e r e not. T h e I n d i a n s d i d n o t h a v e it, so f a r a s 

m e n t i o n e d b y a n y i n v e s t i g a t o r , a n d it is a l t o g e t h e r 

sui generis, a c o w b o y ' s , a v a q u e r o ' s , t h i n g . 

It s o m e t i m e s misses fire, so to s p e a k , of c o u r s e . 

S o d o e s e v e r y t h i n g else. B u t it is s u r e e n o u g h a n d 

s t r o n g e n o u g h t o c a t c h a n d c o n t r o l the o l d e s t bu l l o r 

the n e w e s t cal f of the herd , and to o u t w i t and t a n g l e 

a n y c r e a t u r e o v e r w h o m its l o o p m a y fal l . I t h a s a n 

ef fect ive r a n g e of t h i r t y to s i x t y feet , a n d the t h r o w -

i n g of it is s i m p l y a " k n a c k , " o b t a i n e d b y p r a c t i c e 

and f r o m n a t u r a l a p t i t u d e , b u t one in w h i c h all m e m -

bers of the c lan of v a q u e r o s a r e m o r e or less eff icient. 

S w u n g in w i d e c i rc les o b l i q u e l y round the head , 

w h e n let g o it passes t h r o u g h the a ir w i t h a s i n g i n g 

sound not pleasant o v e r h e a d to the c r e a t u r e a t w h o m 



it is cast, and there seems to be l i t t le use in at tempt-

ing to " d o d g e " the flying loop. W e r e I to a t t e m p t 

the enterta inment of the reader b y stories of i ts 

eff iciency, wel l authent icated, t h e y w o u l d s imply b e 

re legated to the extens ive l i m b o of W e s t e r n " y a r n s . " 

B u t its use is now universal over the w h o l e unfenced 

Southwest . It, and not the f a t e f u l tool of C o l o n e l 

Co l t , or of Colonel Bowie , is the chiefest implement 

of that intermediate c iv i l izat ion w h i c h m a y b e worse 

than none, but w h i c h is the ordained predecessor of 

the school-house and the p l o w . S o m e t i m e s it 

remains even a l ittle later. M a j o r R i n g g o l d , in com-

m a n d of his battery , w a s d r a g g e d f rom his horse 

w i t h a Mexican riata and ki l led, in t h e heat of batt le . 

T h e last l y n c h i n g but one in eastern K a n s a s w a s 

pract ica l ly done b y a m o b of one m o u n t e d man, w h o 

flung his coil o v e r the cr iminal ' s head, and executed 

him by r id ing off w i t h him. T h e progress of fires in 

Western v i l lages has been repeatedly arrested b y 

" r o p i n g " the p r o j e c t i n g t i m b e r s of h a l f - b u r n e d 

structures b y a sk i l l fu l cast, and pul l ing t h e m d o w n . 

W h e n a w i l d steer runs a m u c k t h r o u g h the streets of 

C h i c a g o , as has not i n f r e q u e n t l y occurred, the fusil-

lade of the pol ice has l i t t le effect, and the man longed 

for is he w h o regards the w h o l e occurrence as qui te 

a natural one — for a T e x a s s t e e r — a n d w h o cooly 

proceeds to " r o p e " him and induce him to return and 

be ki l led profess ional ly , and for the genera l g o o d . 

O f near kinship w i t h the riata is a n o t h e r ; t h a t 

pecul iar piece of equestr ian architecture k n o w n these 

f o r t y y e a r s as the " C a l i f o r n i a S a d d l e . " F o r it is to 

the p o m m e l of this that the s u b t l e line is a t t a c h e d , 

and it must be s t rong . In comparison w i t h this 

structure, w i t h w h a t c o n t e m p t must the flat E n g l i s h 

r iding-pad be r e g a r d e d ; " fit for a pac in ' hoss and 

an old m a n , " one of m y T e x a n f r iends once told me. 

T a k e a f r a m e w h o s e e laborate " l ines " are c o m p a r -

able o n l y with those spoken of in naval a r c h i t e c t u r e ; 

brace the arches w i t h r iveted iron ; p l a t e and 

strengthen it w h e r e v e r possible ; c o v e r this f r a m e 

with thong-sewed raw-hide, fitting w i t h o u t a crease, 

and let it d r y and shrink t h e r e ; then c o v e r again 

more or less w i t h c a r v e d and embossed leather; rim 

the round " h o r n , " as b i g as a tea-plate, with silver, 

and f r i n g e and tassel and plate it w h e r e v e r possible; 

h a n g the h u g e w o o d e n st irrups w i t h their hoods and 

shields ; furnish it with a w o v e n hair " c inch " that 

wi l l stand any strain ; be sure that not a b u c k l e occurs 

a n y w h e r e in its organizat ion; and y o u have s o m e o f the 

chiefest features of the saddle that has g o n e f rom the 

Cal i fornian vaquero o v e r half a continent. W h e n the 

broncho has it on he feels that it is there to stay, and 

since he m a y lie d o w n and rol l in it o n l y to his o w n 

disappointment, he has for g e n e r a t i o n s ceased to d o 

so. It is open in the middle f rom end to end, and 

his high b a c k b o n e , the c o n t r a d i c t o r y t h i n g a b o u t a 

broncho which m a k e s one think he w a s not built to be 

ridden when he is not g o o d for a n y t h i n g else, is never 

gal led. It is as hard as w o o d in the seat, and it is 

the rider's person that must be cushioned and not 

the saddle. T h e b lacksmith wi l l hold and h a m m e r 

an iron b a r w h i c h y o u would drop. T h e cook in 

y o u r ki tchen d a b b l e s w i t h impunity in the s a m e 

water with which she removes the hair from the back 



of y o u r ne ighbor ' s po inter when he-becomes too f r e -

q u e n t in her domain. T h e M e xi c a n peasant, reared 

a m i d a t h o u s a n d variet ies of cacti , has the foot of a 

p a c h y d e r m and a hand that p l u c k s the red tuna w i t h 

its mil l ion microscopic barbs. S o in the vaquero and 

the c o w b o y , and m a y h a p the hardened c a v a l r y m a n , 

the cal louses of k indly nature are interspersed as are 

t h o s e of the palm of y o u r hand. 

S o u t h C a l i f o r n i a in a state of nature is a land of 

nooks and corners, infinitely m o r e b e a u t i f u l then than 

any i m p r o v e m e n t has made them since. In these 

nooks the or iginal Spaniard seems v e r y genera l ly to 

have nestled. W h e n he did each one w a s an unin-

tended corner of A r c a d i a w i t h an adobe house in the 

middle. T o say it is the land of flowers is b u t to 

repeat an item f r o m an immense l i terature pure ly 

A m e r i c a n in its origin, and devoted to a del ineation 

of the attractions of described tracts of it. B u t it 

t ruly is, and of al l lovers of f lowers perhaps the Span-

ish peasant w o m a n is the most devoted. V i s i t her a t 

this late t ime in her C a l i f o r n i a career, in her l ittle 

b r o w n house, with its little brown g a r d e n s tudded 

w i t h b loom, and when y o u g o a w a y she wi l l g i v e y o u 

a flower. T o her it has a certain v a l u e y o u m a y not 

perceive, and it is a g i f t — a " f r i e n d s h i p ' s o f f e r i n g " 

the s ignif icance of w h i c h these heartless t imes have 

a lmost obl i terated. T h e r e is o n l y one var ie ty of 

nat ive d w e l l i n g in all this c o u n t r y t h a t has not its 

bloom, and that is that most desolate and w o m a n l e s s 

of h u m a n abiding-places , a sheep-herder 's shelter. 

I k n o w a gent leman who, besides the des ignat ion 

a l r e a d y g i v e n him, is an Irishman, a soldier and a 

bachelor , w h o w a s w i t h me once in the yard l y i n g 

a b o u t a l ittle v i l lage a d o b e , as usual a place of flow-

ers. W h e n we w e r e g o i n g a w a y , and had reached the 

rickety little whi tewashed gate , a child c a m e and g a v e 

us each a b u n c h of flowers. " N o w y o u see," said he, 

explanatori ly , " these people love such things. T h a t 

poor w o m a n would carry water a mile in an olla to 

m a k e them g r o w . " T h e r e u p o n he w e n t back and told 

her h o w to cure the sickness of her b i g g r a p e v i n e , and 

how pret ty the flowers were , and I, a c l u m s y stranger , 

knew nothing better than to explore the depths for 

convenient smal l co inage f o r the child, a f t e r the usual 

A m e r i c a n fashion. 

T h e y tell us unanimously , and alas ! history bears 

them out, that the Spaniard is cold, cruel, revenge-

ful. F o r m y small part I m a y only answer that his 

womankind have borne and trained him as ours have us, 

and that not in all rural Cal i fornia , or in rural M e x i c o 

either, will one find, even to the w a s h e r w o m a n at the 

brink of the acequia , a u g h t but ladyship and g e n t l e 

courtesy . It is not merely training, and there is a 

d i g n i t y of race for which neither the Spaniard nor his 

peasant mother wi l l e v e r be equaled. T h e races d o 

not quite m a k e each other out. O u r s is dominant , 

b u t the C h i n a m a n m a y overreach us in the end. T h e 

adobe people have seen the end, and their poor con-

tentment in what w a s theirs is gone. Y e t the c o u r t e s y 

and simplici ty remain, and f rom it, if f rom n o t h i n g 

greater , m i g h t we obtain some idea of social l ife in 

the Cal i fornia of the old t imes. 

It w a s pastoral and a lmost patr iarchal to a d e g r e e 

never at ta ined elsewhere in America , and n e v e r to be 
8 



seen a g a i n . A ranchero thinks he w o r k s hard, and 

r e g a r d s himself as one of the toilers of the earth. 

H e w a s under t h a t impression in the old times, but it 

is only a shepherd's idea. F o r his d a y inc luded rest, 

l a u g h t e r , perhaps the dance. T h e r e w a s no winter , 

and there w a s not in any land w h e r e a national mer-

riment, a race festiveness, ever existed as an unarti-

ficial thing. If I m a d e a comprehensive m a p of the 

U n i t e d States, I should m a r k off this r e m o t e corner 

w i t h a red circle, as b e i n g the only spot on the conti-

nent where , even u n d e r pecul iar condit ions, the peo-

ple had e v e r danced in the af ternoon, or it had never 

at some time snowed in the old-fashioned w a y . 

A l l that we now see w a s absent. T h e r e w a s not 

a fence, o t h e r than that w h i c h enclosed a garden or 

a corral , in all the land. V e r y small area w a s occu-

pied, a n d , save the nooks and s h a d y corners men-

tioned the country w a s a green or a ye l low wi lderness , 

asleep in the sunshine. T o journey w a s to ride., 

not upon roads, b u t p a t h s ; not in wheeled carriages, 

b u t on horseback. T h e r e were no mails, and a horse-

man carried t id ings from rancho to rancho, or they 

w h o came and w e n t were the chroniclers of the 

times. T h e book, as we k n o w it, the serial publ ica-

tion, pr int ing itself, were a l l u n k n o w n . N o diarist 

or scribbler , n o chi ldish pr ivate impressionist, e v e r 

passed t h a t w a y , and the present wr i ter is sorry they 

never did. A l l these things w e r e as unthought-of as 

t h e y w e r e in Mesopotamia , and w o u l d have been as 

useless, and this w h i l e in E u r o p e the d a y of the 

p a m p h l e t e e r w a s a t its prime, and Frankl in , on this 

same continent w a s m a k i n g P o o r R i c h a r d ' s A l m a -

nack, and M o t h e r Spain w a s stirred b y heret ical 

opinions, and the t r iumphant d a y of the dai ly news-

paper had dawned in sister colonies that were not so 

rich or old as this. T h e r e were no schools. T h e 

w e a l t h y ranchman hired a person w h o c o u l d read 

and wri te to teach his sons, and the d a u g h t e r s c a m e 

by e m b r o i d e r y h o w they m i g h t , and b y d a n c i n g tra-

dit ional ly , and these w e r e all they should k n o w . 

T h e r e were no doctors, and women, a f t e r the fashion 
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of k n i g h t l y t imes that seem to us very old indeed, 

were c h i r u r g e o n s — t h e setters of broken bones, the 

healers of contusions, the staunchers of blood. 

W o m e n doctors are a v e r y old institution, and they 

practised in C a l i f o r n i a w h i l e the quest ion as to 

whether they could or should be doctors w a s b e i n g 

first discussed from the a l lopathic view-point. So far 

as k n o w n even the Spanish lawyer , the t o u g h e s t of 

his clan, had not m a d e his appearance a m i d this 

innocence. T h e A l c a d e m a y sometimes have been a 



licenciado, or he m a y have had upon his s ign the w o r d 

" A b o g a d o . " T h e r e a r e reasons pure ly Circumstan-

tial , a n d g r o w i n g o u t of rea l estate transactions, 

w h i c h render t h i s conclus ion tenable. 

A s all these prominent t h i n g s w e r e a b s e n t in the 

Cal i fornian A r c a d i a , so were others w h i c h were not s o 

necessary. T h e r e were , of course, no fashions, and 

here w o u l d h a v e been the place to find truly , a t a 

date a b o u t the same as that of the bat t le of N e w 

O r l e a n s , h o w the d a m e s of Southern E u r o p e dressed 

themselves w h e n N e w Orleans w a s founded. T h e r e 

w a s noth ing of w h a t w e cal l t rade; there w a s o n l y 

iudustry . E v e r y necessity of l ife w a s m a d e w h e r e 

the raw material g r e w , as it had been fifty years 

before b y our o w n g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s , and as it still 

w a s to some extent . T h e rancho, to the C a l i f o r n i a n 

the capita l of social l i fe, conta ined e v e r y t h i n g , m a d e 

e v e r y t h i n g . T h e r e w a s a chapel there, and some-

times even a priest. T h e r e were tai lors a n d shoe-

m a k e r s and smiths. T h e r e w a s a mill and a tannery, 

and a cemetery often e n o u g h to supply every reason-

a b l e d e m a n d . T h e p r o d u c t s w e r e rude, b u t t h e y 

served, and w h e n a n y t h i n g w a s w a n t i n g t h e y sup-

plied it with rawhide, and if in haste, w i t h the ha ir 

on and wet w i t h the n a t u r a l ju ices of the animal it 

had covered. T h i s s i n g u l a r mater ia l f o u n d a place 

e v e r y w h e r e . E v e r y c o u p l i n g or cross-beam w a s 

b o u n d w i t h it, the h a n d l e of e v e r y t h i n g w a s tied on 

w i t h it, the stock of e v e r y o l d b l u n d e r b u s s in the 

p r o v i n c e w a s w r a p p e d w i t h it. I t never came loose. 

O l d doors are s w i n g i n g y e t w h o s e r a w h i d e h inges 

first begaft to bend half a c e n t u r y a g o . R a w h i d e 

was to e v e r y Ca l i fornian second nature. 

A l l h u m a n exper ience seems to indicate that the 

nearer a c o m m u n i t y comes to these s implici t ies the 

happier it is, and it is a fact that the m a n h o o d t h a t 

has rocked the w o r l d has of tenest s p r u n g f rom such 

surroundings . T h e m o s t c h a r m i n g p ic tures of S a x o n 

life are those of the g a y green wood. P r i e s t c r a f t 

chiefly rules in the c r o w d e d centers of c ivi l izat ion. 

T h e g r o v e s were G o d ' s first temples. Mounta ins have 

been the nurs ing mothers of both patr iot ism and 

poetry. T h e fatherland of these p e o p l e is a m o u n t -

ain c o u n t r y , and w h o e v e r has overrun Spain has 

f o u n d that the entire populat ion rose u p behind him 

u nc onqu e r e d w h e n he had passed. A l l that w a s here 

w a s natural to Spaniards , and they w e r e not c o m -

plaining. It w o u l d b e yet . N o ra i lway w o u l d ever 

have been built , or mounta in path m a d e pract icable 

for wheels, or u p l a n d s redeemed f rom the desert . 

F o r to this hour are those t h i n g s true of the m o t h e r 

land, upon whose head lie the centuries . T h e old 

Cal i fornian, farmer or friar, w a s a poetic anachronism, 

as are all Spaniards , charming , s imple, A r c a d i a n , b u t 

now out of place in the a w f u l c o u n t r y w h e r e ten years 

make a century , and beside the terr ible people w h o 

laugh at saints because they have never had any , and 

scoff a t miracles because they per form them them-

selves. 

T h e Spanish woman, w h e r e v e r in all sunny lands 

her lord has borne her, has maintained, even m o r e 

entirely than he, the peculiarit ies of her race, and 

these have been marked and s tr ik ing f o r centur ies . 



She is a fo l lower of custom and a conservat ive for 

w h o m no equal is k n o w n ; a st ickler for costombre del 

pais w h o k n o w s n o r e l e n t i n g ; a bel iever in all that 

ever was, w h o k n o w s no s h a d o w of turning. She is 

a f r i v o l o u s b e i n g w h o is y e t solemn and p e n i t e n t ; a 

d a n c e r of the zapatero w h o is y e t the b e s t f r iend of 

the pr ies t ; a t inkler of gui tars , w h o nevertheless g o e s 

to mass e v e r y day. It w a s this Spanish w o m a n w h o 

k e p t a w a y f rom old C a l i f o r n i a all the features of our 

frontier, and w h o caused it to be f rom the b e g i n n i n g 

a c u s t o m - r e g u l a t e d and precedent-governed c o m m u -

nity . T h e s e features were absent here, and it is the 

only case on N o r t h A m e r i c a n soil in w h i c h , u n d e r 

similar c ircumstances , they were. S h e reared her 

sons not as frontiersmen, b u t as S p a n i a r d s ; and her 

d a u g h t e r s not as the a w k w a r d and u n k e m p t slaves 

of c i rcumstance and toil, b u t as the w o m e n of all 

their generat ions . It has been said that no differ-

ence is to b e noted between the women or the 

houses of L i m a and those of Sevil le,-and there are 

no later appearances to indicate that she of the C a l -

i fornia v a l l e y w a s ever a u g h t m o r e or less than the 

w o m a n she w o u l d have been on an ol ive-covered hill-

s ide in old Spain. In ut ter isolation, w i t h a thou-

sand u n t r o d d e n l e a g u e s intervening between her and 

all her sisters; w i t h noth ing b u t unconscious custom 

and unlearned tradit ion to support her ; the Spanish 

w o m a n of C a l i f o r n i a still w o r e the rebosa and the 

c o m b ; sti l l fancied the y e l l o w si lk and the f a l l i n g 

lace- st i l l had roses in her cheeks and her hair ; still 

danced, sang, laughed, p r a y e d , w e p t w i t h an incon-

sistency that m a d e her consistent ; still k n e w as 

*iuch and as l itt le; still c l u n g to her id ioms and her 

lisps, her tradit ional fears and const i tut ional procl iv-

ities; w a s still beaut i fu l at sixteen, fa t a t th i r ty and 

lean and cronish at fifty. 

In all reminiscences of the t imes of the a d o b e , one 

does b u t g o o v e r and o v e r a g a i n the character is t ics 

of a w o n d e r f u l race whose character is a l m o s t as 

changeless as that face that has looked across the 

L y b i a n sands f o r five thousand years . N o man has 

suffered more v ic iss i tudes than the Spaniard h a s ; no 

man has had his nat ional heart o f t e n e r b r o k e n ; but , 

also, n o man has so changeless ly mainta ined himsel f 

amid v a r y i n g and s t r a n g e s u r r o u n d i n g s , a n d in the 

very midst and presence of his successors. T h e Mes-

tizo, the mixed man, in N e w or old Mexico , o r in 

Cal i fornia , takes to the S p a n i s h side, and s p e a k s the 

Spanish tongue, and bel ieves in the S p a n i s h faith. 

A n d this s i n g u l a r p o w e r of i m p r e s s i n g himsel f , of 

l eav ing himself as a memento, ex is ts in l ine w i t h a 

list of fa i lures such as are h a r d l y to be set d o w n to 

the credit of a n y other people. T o all there is of 

him, pract ical ly , north of the i s thmus of Dar ien , w e 

m a y begin n o w to say a q u a v e r i n g adios hasta nunca. 

B u t of his isms and ideas and beliefs, of his w o n d e r -

f u l personal i ty , of his perfect t o n g u e , w e shall not be 

quit until a t ime so far in, the f u t u r e t h a t w e need 

not c o n t e m p l a t e i t 



S O M E T H I N G has been said in a former chapter 

of the personality of the Franciscan brethren m 

connect ion w i t h w h a t they did or were apt to d o 

and they h a v e been a l l u d e d to not only as examples 

of missionary zeal , fort i tude and success, b u t as nota-

b l y c o r r e c t i n their j u d g m e n t of the p r o p e r a n d neces-

sary s u r r o u n d i n g s of s u c h success. 
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C H A P T E R VI! . 

T H E O L D A N D T H E N E W . 

T H E FIRST S E T T L E R . 

W i t h o u t any s tudy of the record or part icular 

k n o w l e d g e of the past of Cal i fornia , and seeing their 

c o u n t r y w i t h themselves le f t out, the o n l y g l impse 

one catches of the P a d r e s now m i g h t fair ly lead to 

a lmost opposite conclusions. F o r there is b u t one of 

the t w e n t y - o n e missions they f o u n d e d that is n o w 

their own, and that is no l o n g e r a mission, b u t a monas-

tery. In the br ightness of the sunshine, l o o k i n g d o w n 

on the blueness of the sea, surrounded b y a t o w n that 

has had a " b o o m , " a m i d the cont inual c o m i n g s and 

g o i n g s of total s t rangers not alone to them, b u t to the 

c o m m u n i t y , c o n f r o n t e d b y c h a n g e and newness and 

all th ings anti-monastic, w o r l d l y , beaut i fu l , t h e y live 

the secluded life, and observe the rules of St. Francis , 

and are a p a r t in the w a y s not only of this life, but in 

the path to that l ife w h i c h is to come. 

C o n s i d e r i n g the church alone, the mission of Santa 

B a r b a r a is perhaps the best-preserved of al l the estab-

l ishments of the or iginal Franciscans. Seven or e i g h t 

of the brethren are g a t h e r e d here, not as relics or 

remainders of the toi lsome and eventful past, b u t sim-

ply as fr iars of their order, p u r s u i n g their o w n way 

to the final e x c h a n g e f rom b r o w n to white , content 

and u n c o m p l a i n i n g , let us suppose, w i t h the tempo-

ral f a t e that has befa l len their order in these days , 

w i t h no Indians to convert , no holy j o y to exper ience 

in the acquis i t ion of souls or lands, no diff iculties to 

o v e r c o m e b u t those t h a t arise in the inner man, no 

sacrifices to m a k e b u t those that lie wi thin their 

vows. 

T h e inevitable first impression in v is i t ing the 

place of these g o o d men must b e one produced by 



the sense of contrast and incongrui ty . T h e y perhaps 

do not k n o w or care as much a b o u t the story of their 

great o r d e r in C a l i f o r n i a as the v is i tor does. T h e y 

were not le f t behind in the s o r r o w f u l e x o d u s of the 

sequestrat ion, and are as indifferent to the inf luences 

and meanings of the unparal le led c o n q u e s t of their 

brethren as are the p a g e s upon w h i c h these w o r d s are 

printed. N o r are they in the least af fected by the 

fact that the results of that c o n q u e s t have g o n e b y 

with the fact, or that the end, from the v iew point 

they m u s t natura l ly assme, is m o r e s o r r o w f u l than 

the b e g i n n i n g w a s d iscouraging . Mendicants by ru! 

as natural ly insecure i i their expectanc ies as a faith-

hospital , t h e y must here s u p p o r t themselves in a 

large ly P r o t e s t a n t c o m m u n i t y , and must d o it with-

out any of the opportunit ies their brethren had, and 

even w i t h o u t those of other men. T h e v i n e y a r d and 

the tannery , the mill and the ta l low-cauldron, are no 

l o n g e r theirs. T h e i r s t r a n g e idea of w h a t a holy l i fe 

consists in is essential ly a mediaeval one, w i t h o u t 

s y m p a t h y in these times. T h e y are no l o n g e r l e f t 

even the boon of si lence. Business, the p r e v a i l i n g 

idea of the c e n t u r y , s u r r o u n d s them. T h e y can not 

avoid it. T h e grocer 's man br ings them patent-rol ler 

flour in a ra t t l ing w a g o n , and comes a w a y and b a n g s 

the anc ient door behind him, and at the end of the 

month the bill d o u b t l e s s reads l ike any o t h e r house-

holder 's ; so m u c h for so much. In the o l d d a y s at 

San D i e g o they once so f a r lapsed as to somet imes 

ride in the h u g e a n d shr ieking carts to ar.d f rom the 

fields, and thereupon the carts w e r e b u r n e d and the 

f o r g e t f u l did penance. In S a n t a Barbara they ride 

in the street cars. T h u s has the g e n i u s of modern 

common sense conspired against a hol iness that is of 

the pa^t, and thus does evolut ion mil i tate against 

rule, and this is the end, the s loping and at tenuated 

end, of the d a y s and accompl ishments of the Fran-

ciscans of Cal i fornia . 

Perhaps they do not care, for 

in the nature of the case it 

w o u l d seem that a monk, at 

least one d e p r i v e d of 

the s t imulus of some 

expected result, w o u l d 

scarcely c a r e for any-

thing. T h e y m u s t 

suppose that some 

others m u s t be sav-

ed besides them-

selves, e l s e t h e y 

could not be mis-

s i o n a r i e s , and if 

so, the iron rule of 

monasticism is not 

essential. But for 

all forget fu lness of 

men, and entire ob-

literation of their 

own records, t h e y 

have duly provided. A l l the generat ions of them w h o 

have lived at Santa B a r b a r a sleep indiscriminately 

together , unmarked and unlamented, in a c r y p t 

beneath the church-f loor. W h e n it is ful l , if it should 

e v e r be, the bones that have lain longest are taken 
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a w a y , and room is made for the latest c lay. There 

are no records of any deeds: a monk can do no deeds. 

Junípero Serra himself , and even St. F r a n c i s his g r e a t 

father , obta ined their p o s t h u m o u s appreciat ion a t the 

hands of the people of the wor ld . Serra is not even 

conceded to have been other than all his brethren 

were . His n a m e is not in the calendar. H e w a s 

mourned w h e n he died, and his grave has perhaps 

been discovered a t Monterey , and some of the chi ldren 

of this world have done him due reverence, and that 

is all. 

T h e s e seven or e ight Franciscans see e v e r y d a y , 

and poss ib ly b e c o m e a c c u s t o m e d to it, those things 

w h i c h cause the merest P r o t e s t a n t s t ranger to s top 

and think. T h e g r a y old b u i l d i n g s tands on a 

l i t t le knoll in the v a l l e y n o w covered a t i ts sea-

w a r d end b y the t o w n of S a n t a Barbara , and which 

extends w i t h m a n y a c o n v o l u t i o n back a m o n g the 

hills. T h e place is one of the most b e a u t i f u l in 

the wor ld , w i t h a s i n g u l a r suggest ion, b u t for the 

lack of snow-peaks, of a second S w i t z e r l a n d ; — a 

tropical e idolon of w h a t has been descr ibed in 

thousands of enthusiast ic pages , and of w h a t all 

the w o r l d has g o n e a g a i n and again to see. Just 

b e y o n d the bui lding, and unseen until one a lmost 

enters it, is a narrow v a l l e y ful l of trees, d o w n 

which runs a stream. H i g h up toward the source 

of this the P a d r e s b e g u n their first enterprise, and 

a l o n g the hill and d o w n its slope l ies the cement 

c o n d u i t w h i c h b r o u g h t them w a t e r as cool and 

c lear as a trout-stream. T h e reservoir in w h i c h 

they c a u g h t it is there still, as sound as w h e n it 

w a s m a d e about 1786, and the iron pipe which now 

br ings the w a t e r lies near the o r i g i n a l ' o n e of the 

missionaries. 

In the side of the reservoir, w h i c h has a look 

of so l id i ty not possessed b y a n y modern structure, 

there w a s a s l i d i n g w o o d e n g a t e . O n l y the s q u a r e 

-opening is there now, out of which the w a t e r poured 

to turn the mil l -wheel ; the b u i l d i n g and sluice for 

which, b u t not the wheel , are there yet . Interest 

in these sound and las t ing mementos of ecclesi-

astical industry c a n h a r d l y prevent reflection upon 

the e c o n o m y and acuteness of the a r r a n g e m e n t . 

T h i s w a t e r w a s wanted for irr igation and domest ic 

uses, but it did not hurt it any to turn a wheel first. 

Therefore a " turn " of w a t e r on the g a r d e n and fields 

made it also g r i n d i n g d a y , saved the cost and labor 

of a dam, and the " g o i n g to mill " up the va l ley in an 

Indian country. 

Bui ld ings , some of which are so sound that t h e y 

could be used again, are s trewn thick ly a b o u t on 

this l ittle point of land. T h e y are of even m o r e 

than the usual so l id i ty of mission construct ions, a n d 

w e r e certainly b u i l t w i t h o u t a n y premonit ion of the 

end of their uses a f t e r so brief a period as a b o u t 

fifty years. For there w a s m u c h to do at S a n t a Bar-

bara. T h e r e are said to have been some thirteen 

tribes a b o u t there, al l of di f fering dia lects and tribal 

customs and notions, and each to the other as the 

Jews were to the Samaritans. T h e y a s s u m e d each 

for himself the distinction of a separate people, and 

m u s t have had at first but fa int idea of the uni ty 

that is in the Gospel . T h e r e are no tribes now; not 



the semblance or tradit ions or remains of a s ingle 

one. T h e mission water-works, the mission mill, the 

cracked mission bel ls and this g r o u p of Padres , w h o 

have o n l y their o w n salvat ion to look af ter , and w h o 

k n e w them not, have out lasted them all. 

S o m e t i m e s one sees in one of the characterist ic 

publ icat ions of modern C a l i f o r n i a a cut ent i t led 

" A Mission G a r d e n , " and thence one w o u l d infer that 

these b o w e r s are c o m m o n . T h e r e m a y be t w o or 

three, and one of them is here. U n d o u b t e d l y it is 

much a b b r e v i a t e d in modern times, b e i n g b u t a 

small square as c o m p a r e d w i t h that at C a p i s t r a n o or 

San L u i s R e y , and of no importance save as com-

pared w i t h the beaut i fu l wilderness which surrounded 

it w h e n it w a s b igger . T h e w o n d e r is that it is here 

at all . T a d m o r is not, pract ical ly , more a ruin, or 

more forsaken, than three- fourths of the missions 

are. T h e r e is a sense in w h i c h all are so, for t h e y 

are mementos of a past of only a h u n d r e d y e a r s ago, 

y e t a past so unl ike the now that the A t h e n i a n 

A c r o p o l i § is qui te as recent. 

B u t this l ittle mission garden, still b l o o m i n g , has 

one pecul iar i ty not c o m m o n to g a r d e n s — a w o m a n 

has never entered it, nor wi l l she unti l st i l l another 

past has g o n e upon the record, and the wal ls are l ike 

those of San L u i s and C a p i s t r a n o and Santa Y n e z . 

T h e g l i m p s e f r o m the t o w e r is the nearest approach, 

and that she m a y have and usual ly wi l l not. F o r this 

monastic deprivat ion she h a s no satisfaction save that 

the opposite sex m a y not visit convents . Y e t on this 

v e r y d a y at S a n t a B a r b a r a had she her feminine 

revenge. T h e r e must have been other visitors a b o u t 

the venerable premises, for in a very narrow place 

the fr iar w h o conducted us f o u n d one of those w i l l o w 

contrivances with wheels w h i c h is the property of the 

y o u n g e s t m e m b e r of e v e r y respectable f a m i l y . H e 

w a s forced to the u n w o n t e d task of t r u n d l i n g it out 

of the way , and as he did so she merely said, w i t h a 

g l a n c e at the c o w l and g o w n , b u t a face seraphic in 

its innocence, " I t ' s the last p lace in the world I'd 

expect to find a b a b y - c a r r i a g e i n ! " 

H e w a s an Irishman, and she his u n k n o w n coun-

trywoman. If for a moment there c a m e into his e y e a 

twinkle of the d a y s before he w a s a monk, it passed 

again, and an e x c h a n g e of humanit ies w a s not con-

tinued. I trust I m a y be pardoned f o r the opinion 

that, to a son of Erin, all a monk 's deprivat ions m a y 

not consist in an observance of the v o w s of his order. 

H e is not so unnatural in his robe and c o w l and 

shaven c r o w n as not to wish somet imes to reply to a 

c ivi l remark. G r a c e w a s g i v e n him on this occasion, 

a n d if he w a n t e d to say, " I t ' s o n l y j u s t the wagon, 

m u m , " as I t h o u g h t he would have done, I t r u s t he 

has found comfort in his conscience. 

A pathetic m i x t u r e of the old and the n e w ; of 

ancient quaintness with modern ideas, exists when-

ever a mission has been repaired. F o r n o b o d y now 

can imitate the indescr ibable s ty le in w h i c h every-

t h i n g in the old d a y s seems to have been done. This , 

which is so a l luded to for w a n t of any better term, is 

not descr ibable in words. T h e r e is an I n d i a n e s q u e 

suggest ion in the most e laborate and the m o s t sub-

stantial of it which declares it to be the E u r o p e a n 

plan and direction, the intention of a taste that had 
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known the ideals of sacred architecture, and of the 

masonry that was old when R o m e became the capital 

of Christ ianity , but built by the barbarian hand. P u t 

back the fallen stones of this; repair it by modern 

means; and y o u have the 

most u n d e s i r a b l e of 

c o m b i n a t i o n s . A t 

Santa Barbara a 

n e w r e s e r v o i r 

stands beside the 

old and d r y one 

of t h e P a d r e s , 

practically in the 

s a m e s p o t , and 

fed by the same 

s o u r c e , a n d not 

g r e a t l y l a r g e r . 

C l o s e b y t h e 

church are hand-

s o m e m o d e r n 

h o u s e s . T h e r e 

is a new ceiling, 

rather than which 

one would prefer 

to risk an occa-

sional bit of fall-

ing mortar. Y e t 

they have left it alone wherever possible, and time 

may partially heal again the scars of incongruous 

repair. T h e r e is no h igh pulpit now, the t imbers that 

held it h a v i n g crumbled in dry decay. N o t so as yet 

the very practical and artistic emblems of mortal ity 

C O N T E M P L A T I O N . 

that adorn the outer f rame of the door that opens 

into a cemetery that has been delved over and over. 

These are human skulls, wi th crossed thigh-bones 

beneath them, inserted in the stucco so that t h e y 

seem to have been carved there in h igh relief. If not 

artistic they are most effective, and have l o n g grinned 

there upon the sadness that comes to all, and wi th 

more effective meaning than all the urns and texts 

and weeping angels that beaut i fy decay in a less 

realistic age. 

Even the long tank upon whose s loping rim the 

Indians washed their clothes is there, and has been 

replastered too, and is fu l l of water. T h e figure out 

of whose mouth the w a t e r pours looks precisely like 

the animai idea of the Pueblos , and is probably the 

savage notion of a bear, life-size. B u t no more 

Indians will ever come again to make lavish expendi-

ture of the mission soap upon the s loping stucco, and 

it is but a monumental keepsake of the old times. 

W h a t infinite pains must have been expended in 

their d a y upon the mission bells. I do not k n o w 

where the oldest are, or the sweetest, b u t one of 

these square towers is fu l l of them, and one wi th 

edges thin and j a g g e d , says, in a c ircular inscription 

whereof the name is not remembered, ' 

m a d e me in 1876." A n o t h e r has a t e x t in characters 

so j a g g e d , and wi th V s for Us, that it w o u l d require 

an antiquarian t o read it. A m o n g the necessary 

things sent to Ca l i fornia by the first ships that came 

were seven church bells. T h e y were things indis-

pensable. T h e y carried some of them whenever they 

w e n t to establish a new mission, and h u n g them t«-

9 



the l o w branches of l ive-oaks and a w o k e the barbaric 

si lences w i t h their c l a n g o r . * 

A f t e r w a r d s they c a m e from t i m e to t ime, unt i l 

there w e r e more than a h u n d r e d of them r i n g i n g a t 

the var ious missions, a l w a y s in g r o u p s , b u t w i t h o u t 

any r e g a r d to tune or tone. It w a s a l o n g j o u r n e y , 

and a s low one. C a d i z or B a r c e l o n a to H a v a n a , 

H a v a n a to V e r a C r u z , V e r a C r u z a r o u n d the H o r n 

to S a n D i e g o , a n d thence u p the coast or across 

the c o u n t r y painful ly . D o u b t l e s s the imper ishable 

bronze of hundreds m o r e of them rests in the o o z e 

of the d e e p sea bottom, h a v i n g g o n e d o w n in the 

innumerable w r e c k s of those times. Y e t M e x i c o is fu l l 

of them, and the slow ox-teams of still s lower t imes 

carried still m o r e of them from V e r a C r u z to S a n t a 

Fe , and to T a o s and T u c s o n and E l Paso, and a l l the 

v i l lages of the R i o G r a n d e . E v e n T e x a s h a d them, 

and they r a n g a repique, a mis taken one, w h e n the 

s l a u g h t e r of the A l a m o c o n d e m n e d their ch imes to 

f o r e i g n ears o v e r a region g r e a t e r than all Europe , 

and forever. W i t h the crudest ski l l t h e y h u n g them 

w h e r e they are ringing yet , and their tones are those 

of a requiem w h e r e v e r h e a r d . 

A s to these, there is no o t h e r reason w h y t h e y 

should be heard. T h e worshipers are f e w or none, 

and the masses are said to walls, and the Stat ions of 

the Cross , and the e c h o i n g floors. N o scene can 

more v i v i d l y recall the recol lect ion of f o r m e r d a y s 

than the S u n d a y vespers, w h e n there is not an Indian 

* T h e r e a r e C a l i f o r n i a a r t i s t s o f n o m e a n a b i l i t y . W h y d o e s n o t s o m e o n e 

o f t h e m t u r n h i s g e n i u s t o " T h e R i n g i n g o f t h e B e l l s , " a n d g i v e t h e w o r l d 

a n a r t i s t ' s v i s i o n o f t h e s u n n y w i l d e r n e s s , t h e s u r p r i s e d b a r b a r i a n a n d t h « 

h e r o i c P a d r e o f a h u n d r e d y e a r s a g o ? 

face w h e r e once were hundreds. A l l the c h u r c h 

has now, a f t e r her g r e a t success, are in the c e m e t e r y 

asleep. Y e t as chang e less ly imperturbable as the 

a g e s t h r o u g h w h i c h she has passed she g o e s right 

on. T i m e and the world, and death, and change , 

d o not af fect her, and she stands a lone in h e r capac i ty 

for patient w a i t i n g til l her t ime shall c o m e again, 

and all men shall be g a t h e r e d u n t o her. H e r e a t 

S a n t a Barbara , V i r g i n and Martyr , the blue c l o u d s of 

incense h a v e risen for more than a hundred years 

a b o u t her i m a g e . T h e hearts she w a s m a d e to 

impress are dust . A town, an A m e r i c a n city , has 

g r o w n up a r o u n d h e r shrine and bears her name. 

A l l th ings that were not intended have come, and all 

that were hoped for are g o n e . A h a n d f u l of monks, 

s t rangers to her sponsors, and anachronisms, still 

hover a b o u t her and wi l l s leep beneath her feet a t 

last. T h e y are mementos of a t ime so far upon the 

v e r g e that not a t h i n g on earth, and not a t h o u g h t , 

is as it w a s w h e n the little Ital ian town sent forth 

their f o u n d e r and his fo l lowers . Y e t those are not 

fur ther off, nor more incongruous , than the more 

recent ones w h o s e hopes and p r a y e r s w e r e centered 

here. O n e m a y perchance vis i t a ruin merely, and 

then f o r g e t it, b u t one does not f o r g e t the l iv ing 

reminders of a ruin that is not a lone of chapels , or 

mission-lands, or sequestrat ion, b u t of an era. 



C H A P T E R V I I I . 

A C O N N E C T I N G L I N K . 

< ( " J ^ H E R E are d a y s w h e n e v e r y t h i n g g o e s w r o n g . " 

T h e b e l d a m e w h o made this r e m a r k to me, 

a m o n g a r a m b l i n g assortment of others, g a v e me the 

impression of b e i n g what I have taken the liberty- of 

c a l l i n g her not so m u c h f r o m a c t u a l seni l i ty as f rom 

intention. B u t she w a s old e n o u g h to be a t entire 

l iberty to use any form of speech she chose to a 

s tranger w h o m she had never b e f o r e seen, and w h o m 

she must travel far to e v e r see again . I w a s a t the 

m o m e n t inclined to her belief in the m a t t e r of com-

mon phi losophy she w a s an a d v o c a t e of , f o r var ious 

pet ty reasons, one of w h i c h w a s that I w a s bored. 

F o r the sun shone w i t h C a l i f o r n i a n f e r v o r on the 

hills l y i n g a b o u t S a n D i e g o , and upon them all there 

w a s not a tree w h e r e one c o u l d r e m o v e his relentless 

hat, and sit upon a d u s t y boulder , and g r a t i f y him-

self w i t h a demonstrat ion of the a x i o m t h a t in Cali-

f o r n i a the sun is a l w a y s h o t and the shade is a l w a y s 

cool. T h e l ight b r o w n dust, fine as w h e a t e n flour, 

covered m y shoes and seemed to have penetrated to 

the inside. It had not rained m u c h ever , a n d here 

not at al l s ince the end of the season loca l ly k n o w n 

as W i n t e r , a n d a l l the innumerable s tones , a n d the 

g r a v e l l y concrete on w h i c h they rested — that decep-

t ive M a c a d a m which needs only to be w e t to b e c o m e 

as f ru i t fu l as the D e l t a of the Nile — g a v e m e the 

impress ion of c o n t a i n i n g not a d r o p of moisture 

d o w n to the center of the earth. T h e b r o w n l izards 

m y foots teps startled g lared a t m e w i t h r idiculous 

mal igni ty , w i t h b e a d y , l idless eyes, and g l i d e d a w a y . 

T h e dusty g r e e n bushes c a u g h t at me as I p a s s e d ; 

b i g e n o u g h to w a l k around, small e n o u g h to be abso-

lutely shadowless . A lazy l ittle tepid w i n d b l e w 

f rom the S o u t h , f a n n i n g noth ing into coolness , and 

decept ive in intention. B e l o w m e lay the long, shin-

i n g s c y t h e w h i c h I k n e w w a s the B a y , and beside 

it, thick and metropol i tan in the center, and d w i n -

d l i n g a w a y into f lecks and patches on the hillsides, lay 

the t o w n . B e y o n d all w a s the sh in ing si lver endless-

ness of the Paci f ic , asleep u n d e r a c o v e r i n g of haze, 

e n d i n g w i t h o u t horizon in a g r a y - b l u e sky . 

W h y I had c o m e there I d o not prec ise ly k n o w . 

I w a s not l o o k i n g f o r lot investment. It is a poor 

c o u n t r y that wi l l not afford the pr iv i lege of a stroll 

w i t h o u t e x a c t i n g a repentance. O t h e r s had been 

there b e f o r e me, for l o n g f u r r o w s had been p l o u g h e d 

on some of the slopes, a n d earth had been r e m o v e d 

with a scraper, and posts and boards announced that 

this w a s S u c h - a n d - S u c h an A v e n u e . A t other places 

stood the pine business cards of the firms w h o dealt 

in real estate , and a t st i l l others " S n a p B a r g a i n s " 

were a n n o u n c e d . B e f o r e me, erected so tnat all 

m i g h t k n o w , w a s an a n n o u n c e m e n t in l a r g e letters 

that " T h i s T r a c t , b y feet, is R E S E R V E D for 

the erection of the F I N E S T H O T E L in S o u t h e r n Cali-

fornia ." So it was; there w a s no d i s p u t i n g it, and I 

passed on. 



T h e ant ipode of all this I encountered in the old 

w o m a n w h o m I have mentioned, and w h o uttered 

the b i t of ancient phi losophy I have quoted , and in 

m o n g r e l Spanish w h i c h helped to a l lay the saltness 

of i ts flavor. I asked f o r a l i t t le water , and she said 

«Ah, no hay agua aqui ninguno," and I a b a n d o n e d the 

unreasonable desire, satisfied if I opened a flow of 

conversat ion instead, w h i c h I did. 

T h e p lace of h e r habi tat ion had at tracted me 

f rom a considerable distance b y its air of abject 

wretchedness . I k n e w w h a t I should find there; the 

g y p s y i s h semi-civi l ized I n d i a n s w h o are the brethren 

of those w h o were in the missions, w h o w a n d e r hither 

f r o m that l o n g , dry , pr ick ly t o n g u e which is the 

peninsula of Ca l i fornia , a n d w h o k n o w not w h y they 

come. I cal l this tattered a b o d e of barbar ian pov-

erty a place for convenience, and a habitat ion for no 

better reason. It w a s at the end of a l i t t le steep ravine 

which opened into a still w i d e r one, and it h a d been 

rudely curtained w i t h d i lapidated g u n n y - s a c k s fast-

ened upon sticks. T h e c r o n e sat upon the g r o u n d , 

s t i r r ing some h e t e r o g e n e o u s n e s s w i t h one h a n d in a 

bat tered pan, whi le the other lay l istless across her 

knee. A little fire s m o k e d laz i ly in a hole. A b o y 

of t w e l v e sat in the s h a d o w and bl inked at me. T h e y 

s lept in the sand, a n d ate upon it, and breathed it, 

and mingled with a l ittle w a t e r they must have drank 

it for m o s t of their lives. T h e y w e r e l ike all their 

f o r e f a t h e r s of the earth. 

She did not invite m e to enter, or b i d m e be 

seated, for obvious reasons, and I avai led myself of 

a l ittle r a g g e d shade and seated myself on the 

ground, and her natural suspicion w a s doubt less dis-

armed s o m e w h a t at the sound of such Spanish as I 

knew. F o r all these Indians, so far as I k n o w , speak 

that tongue, a n d are inheritors of the inf luence of 

that people. E v e n these were not ent ire ly Indians. 

T h e y w o r e , a f ter a r a g g e d and cast-off fashion, 

the g a r m e n t s of civi l ization, and had the general 

MISSION INDIANS OF T O D A Y , 

demeanor of those w h o h a v e tasted i m p r o v e m e n t 

w i t h o u t h a v i n g f u l l y p a r t a k e n of it. 

I asked her if she w a s incl ined to think it warm, 

and she answered that it w a s rather so; not very . 

" W h e r e did y o u c o m e f r o m ? " 

"Abajoj—below. 

" A r e y o u a l o n e ? " 

T h e n she b r o k e for th into lamentations. T h e 

burro w a s g o n e ; her man w a s h u n t i n g for h im; he had 

been g o n e t w o d a y s ; and l o o k i n g s o r r o w f u l l y upon 



the g r o u n d from beneath raised eyebrows, and shak-

i n g her head s l o w l y f rom side to side as people d o 

w h o s u b m i t pat ient ly to unmeasured aff l iction which 

is not deserved, she made the remark I h a v e men-

t ioned: "Hay dias en que ninguna cosa sale bien." 

In var ious f o r m s , m e a n i n g the same thing, it is 

u n d o u b t e d l y a Spanish proverb, and not an Indian 

idea. T h e r e f o r e , I inquired w h e n she had learned 

the tongue. H e r answer w a s to hold her hand, palm 

d o w n w a r d , a b o u t a foot f r o m the g r o u n d , as every-

b o d y does w h e n it becomes necessary to say " ever 

since I w a s so h i g h , " or w o r d s to that effect. 

" H a v e y o u been here a l w a y s ? " 

S h e answered that she had a l w a y s been in the 

c o u n t r y , in v a r i o u s places. 

" A n d how o ld are y o u ? " 

S h e did not k n o w , " b u t I was here w h e n the 

A m e r i c a n o s came. I w a s l ike that b o y ; " p o i n t i n g to 

the y o u t h , w h o had never removed his eyes f rom me 

since m y advent . 

" Wel l , w h o came ? " 

She a n s w e r e d that there were ships, and soldiers, 

"alia abajo," p o i n t i n g to the b a y , "y alia tambien en el 

ceree'yo," p o i n t i n g toward the d is tant hill where lies 

the old e a r t h w o r k cal led F o r t S tockton, 

T h i s w a s anc ient history too modern. S h e w a s 

n o t b e g i n n i n g a t m y beginnings , and, m e a n i n g no 

harm, I w i s h e d her s o m e t h i n g l ike a h u n d r e d and ten 

years old. M u s i n g upon the quest ion of h o w to 

begin to find out if she could tell m e a n y t h i n g of a 

still earl ier t ime, she took her innings b y s u d d e n l y 

a s k i n g m e : 

"Es UstedPadre?" 

S o she i m a g i n e d that I, too, m i g h t be a missionary, 

and necessarily a c l e r g y m a n . I d o not k n o w h o w 

m a n y t h i n g s I m a y have been taken for in the course 

of m y life and wander ings , b u t the idea of b e i n g in 

holy orders was at least new to me. 

B u t the subject w a s b ro ached, and T a s k e d her if 

she remembered the P a d r e s of the old times. She 

said she only k n e w of them t h r o u g h her parientes; her 

relatives. T h e s e , she said, had not l ived a t the mis-

sion of S a n Diego , b u t had w o r k e d on a rancho of 

the mission; an o u t l y i n g field or pasturage . This , to 

her mind, seemed to const i tute a c laim to dist inct ion 

and consideration, and was a reminiscence that had 

d w e l t w i t h h e r d u r i n g m o r e than half a l i fet ime of 

wretchedness and squalor, t h o u g h such wretchedness 

had been the natural condit ion of her race unti l the 

Franc iscans came, and since their d e p a r t u r e had 

again b e e n as f rom the b e g i n n i n g . F o r an e lder ly 

Indian w o m a n she m i g h t not have been h ideous but 

for the intention they all seem to have of b e i n g so if 

possible. I had a v a g u e idea that if she were else-

where, and some one w o u l d wash her, and c o m b her 

hair, and g i v e her a new cot ton g o w n , and place her 

in a chair, I should l ike to hear her s tory . 

I heard it a n y h o w , for it w a s a narrative. Indians, 

barbarians of all lands, seem to lack the p o w e r of per-

sonal reminiscence. If it is a tradition, a legend, a 

tribal history, it passes f rom tongue to tongue t h r o u g h 

d u s k y generations. It w a s told in a Spanish as bad 

as my own, and with a badness new to me. S o m e of 

her phrases I could not understand, and she had that 
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g e o g r a p h i c a l nomenclature of the country doubt less 

current and e x a c t w i t h her people, b u t u n k n o w n "to 

modern description. I g i v e it as I g o t it, or, rather, 

as I concieve it to have been. 

" S o m e t h i n g v e r y new happened to m y great-

g r a n d m o t h e r , " she said. " S h e w a s g a t h e r i n g acorns 

on the hillside, some one of these I suppose, w h e n the 

ship of the Spaniards came into the b a y and sailed into 

the shal low w a t e r up t h e r e ; " and she pointed in the 

direction of w h a t is called False B a y . " S h e fancied 

a t first it w a s a b i g w h i t e goose ; b i g g e r than w a s ever 

seen; but there were men upon it, and she lay d o w n 

a m o n g s t the bushes and waited to see w h a t they had 

c o m e to do. Present ly a canoe came ashore w i t h 

men in it, and she ran h o m e to the h u t . " 

" T h e n the Indians came and watched them from 

a m o n g the bushes , and they bui l t a house there, and 

e v e r y n i g h t the smoke arose and the fire g l o w e d . 

T h i s was the b e g i n n i n g . " 

" T h e n some of the people crept nearer and nearer, 

and a t last i t b e c a m e k n o w n that they were men, 

such as the v e r y old ones said they had heard had 

been here before , and they had hurt nothing. M y 

people c o u l d have kil led them, b u t it w a s t h o u g h t 

that they were not l ike us, and that they had p ow e r s 

~ that were far-reaching, and they waited for them to 

g o a w a y a g a i n . " 

" B u t t ime passed and they did not go . A n o t h e r 

ship came, and also other men from the South, and 

the Indians g r e w m o r e accustomed to them. T h e y 

were b u t men, for they died and were buried, and 

w h e n my people k n e w this they g r e w more famil iar . 

W e did not k n o w w h a t they came for, b u t they ta lked, 

and were fr iendly , and were not any l o n g e r feared. 

O n l y the w o m e n did not g o to them. T h e y g a t h e r e d 

acorns, and heard w h a t others told, and staid at 

h o m e . " 

" T i m e passed. P e r h a p s it w a s a year , or t w o years. 

It is l o n g ago, and I never heard. B u t one d a y m y 

great -grandmother w a s on the hill a m o n g s t the l ittle 

oaks. B y that t ime the bel ls r a n g e v e r y d a y , and 

these Spaniards w e n t a b o u t o v e r the country , and 

talked w i t h the people, and asked them to c o m e w i t h 

them, and g a v e them things they had never seen 

before. Y o u m a y think it strange, b u t up to that 

t ime the Indians had never seen so much as a k n i f e 

to cut with. A n d whi le m y relative was there a m o n g 

the acorn-bushes a man came, and when he saw her 

he stopped to look, and she ran a w a y . B u t w h e n on 

another d a y she w a s on the hills he came again, and 

again she ran, and this happened many times, he 

ca l l ing to her, and she running away . I know per-

fect ly wel l now h o w it was. I think she w a n t e d him 

to c o m e there, t h o u g h she ran, and at last she did not 

run so far ." 

A n d now came into the old w o m a n ' s face a kind 

of reminiscent smile, and I knew she was th inking of 

the romance of her distant relative w i t h the s t ranger 

from over the sea. 

" Wel l ?" I remarked, invit ing her to g o on. 

" T h e n she did not run one day. I suppose she 

only walked , and this mission soldier fo l lowed her 

home, and when they came to the h u t together , to 

the little place made of bushes where they lived, her 



family were very angry , and dr ove the man away. 

A n d the tribe heard of it, and were all a n g r y . " 

" A n d he did not g e t the gir l ? " 

" A h , no. T h e r e w a s trouble in the hills, and some 

t ime a f t e r that the tribes a t tacked the mission, and 

pul led d o w n the stones, and killed a P a d r e and t w o 

soldiers, and went back abajo." 

I had heard of the one Indian at tack w h i c h dis-

turbed the d a y s of that peaceful conquest , and w a s 

surprised to learn, for the first time, that the G a l l i c 

a x i o m " Cherchez la Fernme," w o u l d apply to this diffi-

c u l t y also. W h a t I w a s g e t t i n g m a y not have been 

g o o d history, b u t it had the unwonted merit of com-

i n g f i o m the other side. T o the modern Cal i fornian 

there m a y ex is t other v e r y g o o d reasons for not 

be l iev ing it, since the d a y s for m a k i n g a casus belli of 

the fate of a squaw are l o n g since passed. B u t it is a 

fac t that prior to the touch of c ivi l izat ion every 

Indian c o m m u n i t y , of e v e r y race and tribe, has had 

its m o s t j ea lous care in the guardianship of its 

women. T o their rule in this regard the Mosaic law 

w a s mild, and death did not wait for proof, b u t fol-

lowed suspicion. C h a s t i t y w a s or ig ina l ly the one 

barbarian v i r tue al ike of A p a c h e and " D i g g e r . 

B u t it w a s not a p r e t t y e n d i n g to an incipient 

romance. T h e old w o m a n w e n t on to say that that 

tr ibe never d i d c o m e b a c k , and that a l o n g t i m e ; muy 

largo tiempo; passed before any of her people w o u l d 

have a n y t h i n g to d o with the Franc iscans or their 

missions. M a n y other tr ibes had similar feel ings. 

It is an a c k n o w l e d g e d f a c t that , a t the t i m e of 

the sequestration, there were thousands of d u s k y 

NO GOSPEL THEN OR N O W . 

to them the better part to the last. T h i s old w o m a n , 

d w e l l i n g under her flapping shelter, utter ly miserable 

to any c iv i l ized understanding, occupied a place 

between. S h e knew, yet had not tasted. In such a 

shelter w a s she born, and a m i d such surroundings 

had a l w a y s lived. She w a s a Cal i fornia Indian. 

T h i s w a s l i fe to her, a lmost worse than the l i fe of the 

old t imes, b u t the only one she knew. T h e d o o m of 

the heathen w h o reject had c o m e t o her in this l ife. 

T h e last remainder of a mult i tude, she w a s here amid 

wanderers a m o n g these hille w h o m the gospel had 

never reached, and f o r w h o m the missionaries had l o n g 

ceased to care. T h e y knew all a b o u t the new civiliza-

tion, and had been a c c u s t o m e d to see it from a dis-

tance for m o r e than a generat ion, b u t the ineradicable 

" D i g g e r " remained in them. T h e shelter of rushes 

or b o u g h s , the hole in the sand, the diet of horned-

toads, bugs, snakes and gophers , and l iberty , appeared 



the g r a d i n g s of inchoate avenues and the signs and 

i n d u c e m e n t s of the real-estate industry, a " D i g g e r " 

»till, and with all this she t h o u g h t that some days 

were w o r s e than others. 

I asked her if she had not some other story to 

tell me; one that w o u l d end better ; and she shook 

her head. " W h e r e d o y o u l ive w h e n y o u are a t 

h o m e ? " I inquired. She w a v e d her h a n d and 

answered — " En todas partes " — e v e r y w h e r e . 

" H a v e y o u r people no p l a c e — n o c o u n t r y ? " 

" No. S o m e t i m e s it is be t t e r here, somet imes 

there. T h e r e is here more clothing, and there m o r e 

fish. I do not understand the A m e r i c a n s and their 

towns, or w h e r e they all c o m e f r o m , or w h y they 

come. N e i t h e r d o I the others w h o came first — the 

Spaniards. P e r h a p s there w a s not e n o u g h in their 

country , and they came to find better. P e r h a p s it is 

s o w i t h you. Y o u took this land a w a y f rom them, 

they took it f rom us. Wil l s o m e b o d y c o m e and take 

it from y o u ? " 

F o r one moment the vision of a M o n g o l i a n seiz-

ure; of hordes and swarms of ye l low faces ; of serried 

battal ions w e a r i n g pigtails, passed b e f o r e m y mind. 

T h e n I said, " N o ; no one is c o m i n g af ter us ; n o 

people can take a n y t h i n g f rom the A m e r i c a n s ; they 

always s t a y . " 

A n d to this she answered, in the w o r d s and tone 

d isagreeably fami l iar to e v e r y one w h o knows the 

t o n g u e or the Spanish people, " Quien sabeJ" W h e n 

it comes to that classic remark there is no l o n g e r any 

use of d iscuss ing the question then in hand, whether 

it be of a transaction in horseflesh or of national 

policy. T h i s miserable semi-savage m e m e n t o had her 

opinions, drawn from natural sources. T h e question 

w a s l ike that of a child, w h o m one can not convince 

against his conclusion that w h a t has happened once 

wi l l happen again. 

Across the ravine f rom where we sat there w a s a 

ye l low e m b a n k m e n t , and a s o m e w h a t di lapidated 

ra i lway track. I asked her if the trains passed there. 

" Somet imes . " 

" W h a t m a k e s it g o ?" 

" I don't know.. P e r h a p s it is the white people 's 

D e v i l . " 

" W h a t is the wire f o r o v e r h e a d ?" 

" I don't know. T o catch birds ?" inquir ingly . 

I w a s convinced then that this d u s k y prophetess 

w a s a subject for w h o m a more patient missionary 

than I w o u l d be necessary. It w a s A p a c h e - l i k e ; the 

universal Indian; to see a miracle every d a y ; p e r h a p s 

to v a g u e l y w o n d e r ; b u t never to enquire, never to 

t r y to understand. I c h a n g e d the s u b j e c t again to 

her o w n affairs, and asked her if her people had a 

chief. 

" N o . " 

" T h e n w h o g o v e r n s ?" 

" T h e m a n ; " m e a n i n g of course the universal mas-

culine. 
" W h a t becomes of y o u r sons ?" 

" S o m e t i m e s they work. W h e n there is no w o r k 

t h e y s leep." 

" H a v e you a n y house ?" 

" Y e s , — t h i s . " 

" A n d w h e n it rains ?" 



" T h e n , " laughing , " w e are very wet . B u t it wi l l 

not rain soon." 
" W h a t d o y o u do with your d a u g h t e r s ?" 

" W e l l , they are like other w o m e n ; just w o m e n ; 

they g o . " 
" W h a t has b e c o m e of all the Indians ?" 

" S o m e of us have g o n e to the desert . Most are 

d e a d . " 
" O f w h a t ?" 

" O f a disease the Amer icans b r o u g h t ; t h i s , " — a n d 

she showed w i t h apparent satisfaction some ancient 

marks of smal l-pox on h e r wrist . 
" A n d they died of that ; all, and in so short a 

t ime ?" 

" Mira hombre!"—look here, man — s h e said, as 

her voice g r e w shri l ler; " O n e gets it; he can ' t see " 

b r i n g i n g h e r eyel ids t o g e t h e r w i t h her t h u m b and 

finger — " H e can't hear " — p u t t i n g her fingers in 

her ears — " h e is al l sick " — m a k i n g dots o v e r her 

face and arms w i t h her finger-end — " h e don ' t know 

a n y t h i n g " — t a p p i n g her forehead. " T h e r e is no 

cure. H e dies. O n e a f t e r the other goes. A l l w h o 

k n o w him die. T h i s y e a r there a r * a hundred. N e x t 

y e a r not one ." 

T h e crone w a s descr ibing in a few w o r d s the fate 

of the C a l i f o r n i a Indian. She c o n v e y e d to m e the 

impression that she considered it the incurable curse 

b r o u g h t b y m y people, and purposely . She under-

stood no more of it, of its cause and cure, of all that 

w e consider its history, than she did of w h y the rail-

w a y track w a s laid, or the w h i s p e r i n g wire was 

stretched overhead. She classed it with those diabol-

ical contrivances. It happened that d u r i n g all the 

years of the missions there w a s no smal l -pox, or, if 

there was, the cases were isolated and the curse sup-

pressed. There fore , w i t h all o ther myster ious things, 

w e also b r o u g h t this, and it w r o u g h t h a v o c a m i d 

these endless hills. P e r h a p s it matters very l ittle 

w h a t they m a y think, but it is the universal accusa-

tion against us in the helpless s a v a g e mind. T h e y 

make no history, not even the h is tory told b y b o n e s 

and piles of stone, b u t if they did, the story would 

g o d o w n to d u s k y posteri ty that w e kil led our prede-

cessors w i t h charms and a curse. 

T o understand the savage r ight ly it is necessary to 

know that he does not appreciate y o u . I "was not 

m a k i n g any impression upon this old woman. H a d 

what she real ly k n e w been capable of b e i n g arrang ed 

in her own mind, she could have told m e all I wished 

to know. I do not pretend to the r e a d e r that the 

sketch is worth m a k i n g except to emphasize the fac t 

that all that is g o o d in civil ization is bad to all b u t 

the civi l ized. I had here b e f o r e me, seated on the 

gr ou nd and s p e a k i n g a tongue I could understand, 

the three periods of the history of the coast: the Dig -

ger, the Franciscan and the American. T h e last-

c o m e r w a s I, face to face with the first, and, in a sense, 

with all that had g o n e between. L a c k i n g the stol id 

face and the stupid stare, more than usual ly intel-

l igent, perhaps, to her all the past w a s y e t as a p a g e 

torn out. T h e half-dol lar I g a v e her opened a new era, 

and her d a y w a s perfect w h e n a g r a y and s h a m b l i n g 

Indian m a d e his appearance, not w i t h a d o n k e y , b u t 



w i t h an old g r a y horse. " Ya ha benido," she said; " I 

k n e w s o m e t h i n g w o u l d h a p p e n w h e n y o u came." 

W h a t had h a p p e n e d w a s more to her than a l l that 

was g o n e ; a c o m p a n i o n for the endless misery and 

squalor w h i c h she considered l i fe ; the pit iable beast 

of burden w h o shared the s a v a g e lot, and a silver half-

dollar. W h e n I arose to g o I asked her if she t h o u g h t 

this w a s real ly one of the d a y s w h e n e v e r y t h i n g went 

w r o n g . F o r the first t ime she laughed, and in the 

m i d d l e of h e r b r o w n face, and b e t w e e n those un-

c o m e l y l ips, I s a w the g l i s t e n i n g rows of white and 

p e r f e c t t e e t h w h i c h are nature 's a l m o s t only g i f t of 

comel iness to the a b o r i g i n e of Cal i fornia . 

C H A P T E R IX. 

S O M E " A R G O N A U T S . " 

most bri l l iant and indolent geniuses this c o u n t r y has 

produced to bestow a generic title, a classic name, 

upon that remarkable b o d y of men w h o were the 

first A m e r i c a n s to truly k n o w Cal i fornia . T h o s e 

were g o l d e n days , and their c o m i n g w a s not in vain. 

F o r then, and a lmost only then, did the placer yield 

for a b o d y of h o p e f u l adventurers a ye l low store 

that could b e k n o w n by s ight as G o l d . N o capital 

w a s required; n o t h i n g b u t a pick, a shovel , a pan, 

a " c r a d l e , " " g r u b " and pluck. T h i s last qual i ty 

acquired a m o n g them the name of " sand," and t h e y 

had it, and in m a n y cases it w a s all they had. But 
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by it they acquired, in connect ion with that which 

t h e y came for, the name of A r g o n a u t s , w h i c h in a 

sense, they t ru ly were. 

Most of them were y o u n g w h e n they came, and 

only those w h o were y e t survive. N e a r l y all, sooner 

or later, returned to " the States " and to a course of 

l ife not unusual , and have l o n g since more than half 

forgot ten all the w i s d o m of those times, appl icable 

only to them and their c ircumstances , and confined to 

the Paci f ic coast exc lus ive ly . M a n y a deacon in g o o d 

s t a n d i n g n o w w a s not so then. M a n y an one w h o 

m i g h t have been so if he had s t a y e d at home, had 

his chances for b e i n g thus dist inguished spoiled b y 

an exper ience now impossible in any corner of the 

wor ld . 

T o some, perhaps to most , w h o remained in Cal i -

fornia, w a s reserved a dest iny of w h i c h t h e y w e r e 

not, and are not n o w , ent i re ly conscious. T h e y rarely 

or never married, b u t this not extraordinary circum-

stance must be taken in connect ion w i t h another; 

that in the nature of the case they have, all their lives 

almost, lacked the subt le influence of woman. Mount-

ain and w o o d and stream, and o t h e r men, have been 

their companions, and now a t s ix ty t h e y are what 

is t e r m e d " p e c u l i a r " ; o d d i t i e s ; semi-misanthropic; 

l a c k i n g fa i th in the v e r y a x i o m s of l i fe; n o t g o v e r n e d 

b y the exper ience w h i c h is a lmost the common inher-

itance of the race. W h e r e v e r they finally g o they are 

s ingular ly inclined to l ive alone, and to m a k e their 

o w n beds, and do their o w n c o o k i n g and washing, 

and they care not in w h a t sol itary nook the one-room 

house they cal l h o m e is placed. 

A n d these veterans of the old time, these A r g o -

nautic relics, a r e not disposed to shun associat ion 

w i t h their fel low-men. T h e y w a n t it, and like it, b u t 

they take it curiously. A thousand common ideas 

and experiences are new to them, and, indeed, the 

very c o m m o n e s t are the newest. A n ordinary fatui ty 

is to wish to d o all those things n o w — e x c e p t m a r r y — 

which a man should d o only in his youth, if at all , and 

to m a k e themselves r idiculous by those p e r f o r m a n c e s 

which are expected o n l y of boys . T h e y are b o j r s — w i t h 

g r a y beards and decrepi tude to call especial at tent ion 

to an i n c o n g r u o u s f a c t . O n l y one o t h e r class of men 

bears any comparison with them in this respect, and 

that is the br iny mariner w h o has sailed the wide 

w o r l d over, w h o has visited e v e r y cl ime, and w h o 

comes ashore at last wi thout h a v i n g touched the bot-

tom of a n y t h i n g except the b o t t o m of his vessel, on 

sea or land; a man whose exper iences are o n l y wide , 

not deep, and whose beliefs, doctr ines and supersti-

tions, s tuck to with the tenacity of a barnacle, amuse 

his fe l low-morta ls as l o n g as he lives. 

More or less so perhaps is the rare ascetic, monk, 

c l e r g y m a n or col lege-professor, whose life, once com-

mon, can now o n l y be lived by a rare b e i n g here and 

there to w h o m the world is nothing. T h e precise 

opposite of all such, A r g o n a u t , sailor or scholar, is 

that man w h o m the t imes have developed into an 

unequal led radiance, and w h o m we k n o w , even with-

out an introduct ion, as the C o m m e r c i a l Trave l ler . 

T a k e a nook in C a l i f o r n i a w h e r e three or f o u r of 

these ancient miners have chosen to reside, and their 

pranks are a lmost surely an unfa i l ing a m u s e m e n t of 



the c o m m u n i t y . T h e y live apart , each one b y him-

self, and the hotel, or the boarding-house, k n o w s them 

not. T h e y are near ly all " h e e l e d . " T h a t is a phrase of 

A r g o n a u t i c a l invention w h i c h saves tedious explana-

tion, w h i c h means in T e x a s that one is armed, and 

in C a l i f o r n i a that he has money . T o this man a soli-

tary b l a n k e t is a bed, and a pile of s traw a l u x u r y . 

H e would w a l k across the cont inent if necessary, and 

w h e n he had done so would w a l k back a g a i n if the 

town he h a d " s t r u c k " did not suit him when he g o t 

there. E a s y - g o i n g and g o o d - t e m p e r e d , he is y e t as 

ready to fight as an old bear, and w i t h as entire a 

recklessness as to consequences . A n d y o u never can 

tell when he is g o i n g to begin. Si lent usual ly , when 

he meets a man he k n e w in the old t imes his gar-

rul i ty is grotesque. Y e t he wi l l rarely talk of those 

t imes, and his answers to y o u r quest ions are merely 

tantal iz ing. F o r his idea of them is not yours, nor 

Mr. B r e t H a r t e ' s either, and they seem to be accom-

panied in his mind w i t h t inges of regret, not that 

they are gone, b u t t h a t t h e y ever came. S o the story 

of ear ly Cal i fornia , a w o n d e r f u l one too, remains v e r y 

l a r g e l y untold. P a r t of it w o u l d b e that of men of 

y o u r o w n race, w h o s e motives and f e e l i n g s y o u can 

understand, whose sweethearts , or mothers, or may-

h a p whose wives, l ived for th ir ty years and more a f ter 

they came a w a y , and t h e y never saw them again, and 

d o not perhaps now k n o w w h e t h e r t h e y are l iv ing or 

dead. P a r t of it w o u l d be of years of unceas ing b u t 

pure ly experimental toi l , sol i tary in the river-bed or 

on the m o u n t a i n side, h o p e f u l ever ; tempted from 

d a y to d a y ; a fai lure at last. P a r t w o u l d be of the 

fai lures of inexperienced and luck i ly -got ten wealth, 

g o n e in a d a y or a year, and g a i n e d in vain. M a n y 

an A r g o n a u t has these t h i n g s to carry about , con-

cealed in the inner consciousness of one w h o never 

had a home, or reared a child, or k n e w a sister, or 

repaid the tears or cares of her w h o bore h im. T h e y 

also are part of the " romance " of early Cal i fornia , 

bel ieved in b y all w h o y e t l inger, and to be added to 

the oddit ies and crudities, the w h i m s and notions and 

mistakes w h i c h are conscious possessions; the inef-

faceable results of l i fe in a w o m a n l e s s w o r l d . 

I a some cases society has g r o w n up a r o u n d these 

old fe l lows in v e r y late years , a n d surprised them 

w i t h its vagar ies . In such a case they are inclined to 

g e t t o g e t h e r beneath s o m e s p r e a d i n g tree w h e r e 

n o b o d y can hear them, and take counsel in regard to 

its necessities. A s l ikely as not they m a y then e m p l o y 

a daac ing-master , or o r d e r b lue-ve lvet suits for a 

projected masquerade, or d o both, qui te regardless of 

all expense. H a v i n g once a t tended a ball , this man 

wil l f a n c y t h a t the w a y to d o it is to d o it all , and 

proceed to acquire w h a t he considers the inevi table 

intricacies of the H i g h l a n d F l i n g , the Double-shuff le , 

the endless variet ies of the professional dancer, and 

all u n d e r the impression that these a r e w h a t o ne 

should k n o w if he dances a t all. Y e t he wi l l never 

acquire the figure of a contra-dance as l o n g as he 

lives, and h a n g s u p the del icate fabr ics of his mas-

q u e r a d i n g caprice in a closet constructed for them 

alóne, w o n d e r i n g w h y they should seem a w k w a r d 

upon him alone of all the g i d d y multitude. 



S o m e t i m e s he fancies that he h a s n e g l e c t e d his 

musica l educat ion, and h a v i n g lately heard or seen 

s o m e t h i n g w h i c h h a s had the effect of s tar t ing him 

in that direction, he concludes that he wi l l apply him-

self. T h e r e u p o n he orders f r o m some Eastern manu-

facturer a l l the pieces necessary f o r a " b r a s s " band. 

T h e n he and his cronies proceed t o " p r a c t i c e , " first 

w i t h o u t a teacher and then w i t h one, m a k i n g night 

hideous f o r their fe l low-cit izens as l o n g as the w h i m 

lasts them, or until publ ic c l a m o r forces them to take 

to the fastnesses of n a t u r e w i t h their horns. 

C e a s i n g a t last f r o m w a n t of w i n d , or inabi l i ty t o 

master a score no less dif f icult to an a g e d b e g i n n e r 

than G r e e k would be , or f r o m the refusal of their 

l ips to acquire that l ittle horny ca l lous on the inner 

side w h i c h is necessary to e v e r y horn-b lower , our 

A r g o n a u t n e v e r sees the real di f f iculty , b u t imagines 

the° instruments to b e i m p e r f e c t or the assortment 

incomplete , and thereupon orders a b a n j o as the one 

remaining thing. P e r h a p s i t is f r o m a pr ivate con-

clusion he h a s arr ived a t that a n y b o d y can p l a y a 

banjo , even the universa l i n c o m p e t e n t he has a l w a y s 

been in the h a b i t of re ferr ing to brief ly as a " n i g g e r , " 

and he is g o i n g to c o m e o u t master Of something. 

T h e tr ibulat ions incident to brass horns m a y b e 

large ly b o r n e in private, b u t with the dance c o m p a n y 

is necessary. It is u r g e n t t h a t the feminine port ion 

of the c o m m u n i t y should b e c o m e interested, and that 

a teacher of the g r a c e f u l should b e hired to m a k e his 

presence fe l t at the distr ict school-house a t least once 

a w e e k . O u r A r g o n a u t b e i n g w i l l i n g to furnish the 

money, one portion of this p r o g r a m is easy. It is the 

" wimmin " that puzz le his w e l l - m e a n i n g understand-

ing. T h e duennas w h o o w n the pretty Spanish gir ls 

" p l a y it low d o w n on h i m " b y a l l e g i n g that while 

they m a y m a n a g e to see their maidens usual ly wel l 

shod,—rnuy Men calzado, as t h e y express i t , — they 

can not pecuniar i ly endure the wel l -known w e a r and 

tear incident to fantastic tr ippings on the school-

house floor. Unless s o m e b o d y furnishes the boots 

they can't g o next F r i d a y night, and the maiden says 

as much, regret fu l ly but firmly. 



T h i s one can not be spared, nor that one, because 

t h e y dance by nature, and so g r a c e f u l l y that the 

A r g o n a u t wonders w h a t is the m a t t e r w i t h him and 

his legs. S o he says that if that is a l l he wi l l see that 

she has the boots, and g i v e s her an o r d e r on the store. 

V e r y soon the arrangement , h a v i n g been q u i c k l y 

g r a s p e d b y the feminine c o m m u n i t y and their moth-

ers, b e c o m e s so common that, to save trouble and do 

the t h i n g systematica l ly , he h a s these shoe-orders 

printed, and t h e y b e c o m e a lmost negot iable p a p e r in 

the c o m m u n i t y . E v e r y g i r l has a new pair of boots 

from an assortment r u n n i n g remarkably small in the 

sizes, and the feminine support is cont inued upon the 

preposterous h y p o t h e s i s that she does not real ly wish 

to dance, b u t is wi l l ing to do so as an accommodat ion 

to the A-rgonaut if he wi l l s tand the w e a r and tear. 

H a v i n g accompl ished so much, and so very easi ly, 

the D u e n n a s seem to h a v e cast a b o u t them for an-

other s c h e m e w h e r e b y they m i g h t profit , and there 

is a s t r o n g disposit ion in a t t e m p t i n g to describe it, to 

lapse into h o m e l y idioms, a n d to q u o t e the memor-

able instance of him w h o , h a v i n g for once the oppor-

tuni ty to take as m u c h as he w a n t e d of p l u g or p i e — 

precisely w h i c h of the t w o not b e i n g mentioned in the 

narrat ive or essential to the m o r a l — p r o c e e d e d to excise 

cons iderably more than he could masticate. In g o i n g 

a b o u t to find o u t if there would p r o b a b l y b e a g o o d 

a t t e n d a n c e at the next vis i t of the dancing-master , 

one d e m u r e damsel said she real ly did not th ink she 

c o u l d go, and y e t w o u l d not state w h y . T w o or three 

m o r e acted l ikewise, and a g a i n the fate of the enter-

prise seemed t r e m b l i n g in the balance. T h e A r g o -

naut w a s forced to inquire a m o n g the male members 

of the c o m m u n i t y whether they, or any of them, 

could tell him w h a t w a s a g a i n the matter w i t h the 

" w i m m i n . " Yes , one of them could. T h e matter 

w a s that these g ir l s w o u l d not dance unless they 

looked real nice, and in order that they might, it w a s 

al leged to be necessary that some of them at least 

should have a new and m o r e accurate ly- f i t t ing one of 

those g a r m e n t s w h o s e purpose is to m a k e other gar-

ments fit, and w h i c h is a l luded to in feminine serials 

as the corsage. D o l o r e s w a n t e d a new one. 

" A n d w h a t the blank is a corset?" e x c l a i m s the 

miner, " and w h a t have I g o t to d o with them ?" 

A n d thereupon he abandons f o r a y e the w h o l e 

capric ious and precarious enterprise. If he e v e r 

dances again, it wi l l be as he used to dance in the 

mines; w i t h considerable inelegance, and with a piece 

of his red shirt tied to one arm to d e s i g n a t e the sexes. 

B u t it is not a l w a y s in the line of the fine arts and 

fr ivol ity that the Forty-niner exercises his publ ic 

spirit. H a v i n g no child of his own, and private ly 

cons ider ing his l ife large ly misspent in that he has 

not , it is v e r y characterist ic of him to d e v e l o p an 

unusual interest in the publ ic-school system. If the 

treasury is temporar i ly vacuous , he g o e s into the 

depths and p r o d u c e s sufficient money to tide over the 

diff iculty. H e is interested in the l ibrary, and b u y s 

books f o r it, and makes the most extraordinary selec-

tions of them ever known. H e w a n t s banners, and 

w h a t he considers emblemat ic devices and mottoes, 

to h a n g upon the school-house walls. H e w o u l d put 

a g l o b e three feet in d iameter on each gate-post , and 

on this g l o b e he w o u l d delineate in h i g h colors tht> 



seas and continents of the world. A favori te scheme, 

perhaps, is to o c c u p y the w h o l e of one inside gable-

end with a g i l t colossal eag le , and u n d e r the fierce 

bird to e m b l a z o n f o u r t e e n stars; thirteen ordinary 

ones and one b i g o n e — a " b lazer , " he r e m a r k s — f o r 

Cal i fornia . A n d under a l l this he w o u l d s a y : " T h e 

P o o r e s t C h i l d m a y tread the Classic H a l l s of Y o r e . " 

T h e n he thinks the school-house w o u l d be a b o u t 

r ight , w i t h all its a p p u r t e n a n c e s and be longings . 

C u r i o u s l y enough, he meets opposit ion in these views 

f rom his f e l l o w - m e m b e r s of the B o a r d , and when 

he does he incontinently abandons his educational 

projects and t u r n s his a t tent ion to some other enter-

prise, b r i n g i n g to bear upon it in turn his remarkable 

ideas of w h a t should be. 

T h e r e a d e r wi l l s a y : " B u t I mysel f k n o w 

returned Cal i fornians , and they are not l ike t h i s . " 

T h e y p r o b a b l y are n o t ; the fac t is readi ly conceded. 

B u t those w h o returned at all did s o whi le still 

y o u n g , and their Cal i fornian experience is to them as 

the f o u r y e a r s of the g r e a t c ivi l w a r are to the vet-

eran; a h iatus; so much practical ly le f t out . B u t it 

is an experience. N e i t h e r the war of secession nor 

the ear ly d a y s of Cal i fornia le f t their part ic ipants the 

s a m e as their fe l lows are. T h e y think and believe 

di f ferent ly , t h o u g h perhaps pr ivate ly , upon a hun-

dred subjects . B o t h were experiences rare, extraor-

dinary, and impossible of repetition, and are now 

port ions of a life apart from that of a new generat ion 

in a thousand part iculars . 

B u t he w h o stayed, w h o a d o p t e d for a l i fe-time 

the w a y s he f o u n d in v o g u e in his y o u t h in a S t a t e 

unique in all its periods and in everything , is often, 

if not a l w a y s , the character so far a t tempted to be 

described. A n y one w h o wi l l p lace himself a m o n g 

the scenes of those d a y s m a y have a more or less 

v ivid idea of the processes of his education. T h e 

mountains lie imperturbable on e v e r y hand, ethereal 

in the b lue haze of the a f ternoon, and the v a l l e y s 

g l o w in the sunshine. T h e old red roads w i n d a w a y 

a m o n g the hills, o f ten now g r o w n across w i t h coarse 

h e r b a g e and h a v i n g the air of melancholy the deserted 

p a t h w a y s of men w e a r all over the world. T h e round 

hil ls are spiked w i t h s t u m p s w h e r e once the red-

w o o d g r e w , and a new g r o w t h of a z a l e a and a lder 

and sumach strives to h ide the scars and gashes made 

b y the pick and shovel of for ty years a g o . O l d 

flumes have rotted and fal len, and still lie s trewn in 

the ravines across w h i c h they once carried so m a n y 

miner's inches of w a t e r every d a y , and poured it into 

a h u n d r e d " c r a d l e s " r o c k i n g to a n d f r o b e t w e e n 

the grave l -bank and the g r o w i n g pile of " t a i l i n g s . " 

E v e n here and there old cabins lean and rot, memen-

tos and remains of the s t rangest domest ic i ty that 

ever w a s ; the womanless and chi ldless l ittle homes 

whose people had been d r o p p e d as from the skies 

into this sy lvan wor ld , and w h o l ived in them the 

life of a society w i t h o u t law, gospel or school. O l d 

dams lie in the s treams; old s tage-br idges preserve 

still a t imber here and there at e i ther end. Some-

t imes the rust-eaten f a n g s of an ancient pick m a y be 

f o u n d a m o n g the debris a t the mouth of an excava-

tion. Perhaps a t rare intervals a gr izz led veteran 



m a y show y o u where so-and-so g o t his pi le , and halt 
w o n d e r s that y o u never heard of h im. 

T h e r e are graves , too; d imly discernible, b u t still to 

be k n o w n as the l o n g - a g o f o r g o t t e n rest ing-places of 

the stranded A r g o n a u t s , w h o s e comrades le f t them to 

be w a i t e d for, and never to come, in the home b e y o n d 

the r u g g e d mountains and the endless plains. T h e r e 

are l ittle towns, bui l t in g u l c h e s and s t r a g g l i n g u p 

hill-sides, w h i c h l o n g a g o saw their last inhabitant 

depart , and w h e r e now no one ever comes. T h e i r 

hi larious n i g h t s have not le f t an echo, or their reck-

less d a y s a sign. F r a g m e n t s of g lass m a y tell w h e r e 

the saloon was, and some charred earth where w a s 

once an hotel, and it is not possible to look a t the 

place, and then inquire in vain for its name, and note 

the o ld road to it, and the faint s t r a g g l i n g miner's 

paths that radiated f rom it up the hillsides, w i t h o u t 

a m e l a n c h o l y reflection upon the transitory nature of 

h u m a n schemes and ambit ions, where or w h a t s o e v e r 

they m a y be. T h i s w a s one of the m o s t fervid f o r m s of 

A m e r i c a n life less than for ty years a g o , and there are 

le f t now only the d immest signs of it amid the mount-

ain silence and shadows. N a t u r e is a l r e a d y invest ing 

it with the s igns of a n t i q u i t y ; with the creeping g r a s s 

and g r o w i n g shrubs w h e r e w i t h she heals the w o u n d s 

of human o c c u p a n c y , and obl i terates the records of 

human s t r u g g l e and ambition, and asserts herself a t 

last empress of all. 

E v e r y ref lective man must have his m o m e n t s of 

look ing back, and his w h o l e s o m e private reflections 

upon the theme of w h a t an ass he has been in his 

time. O f these philosophers the boundless W e s t is 

ful l , for t h e r e t h e y w h o e n d u r e d the m o s t n o w h a v e 

the least. T h e ear ly w a n d e r e r s o v e r K a n s a s a n d 

D a k o t a , t h e m e n to w h o m e v e r y feature of hi l l a n d 

plain w a s familiar, r o u n d e d out t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s b y 

an ent ire m i s c o n c e p t i o n of the final uses of the v a s t 
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e x p a n s e , a n d a tota l n e g l e c t of a l l o p p o r t u n i t i e s . I t 

m a y b e s l i g h t l y t o o s t r o n g an e x p r e s s i o n to s a y t h a t 

t h e A r g o n a u t w h o remained in C a l i f o r n i a l ives in a 

state o f c h r o n i c surprise, but a n y casua l o b s e r v e r 

is l iable t o fa l l in to the error that h e m u s t and does . 



B e f o r e he came, and while he w a s a r g u i n g the case 

with his relatives, so to speak, he regarded it as the 

land of g o l d . A f t e r he had reached the place he 

remained u n d e r that i d e a — i f he c o u l d only " s t r i k e " 

it. T h e f e v e r g r e w , and reached its c l imax, and 

declined, and he still t h o u g h t and said that the coun-

t r y w a s g o o d for noth ing else. W h e n the early t imes 

w e r e g o n e and the g u l c h e s were deserted, and the 

placers had " p layed o u t , " and the " l e a d s " had 

" p e t e r e d , " and his chances were gone , he a w o k e 

s l o w l y to the fact that C a l i f o r n i a w a s not the land 

of go ld a t all , and that the real w e a l t h w a s in the 

soil. T h e " g r e e n y " and the " tenderfoot , " k n o w i n g 

f rom the A r g o n a u t i c s tandpoint noth ing at all, came 

and seized upon the opportunit ies he had neglected, 

and filled up the c o u n t r y he had expected to see 

a lmost deserted. T h e y diverted his flumes and di tches 

w h e r e v e r t h e y could, and turned the sage-brush and 

chapparal into fields and farms. It w a s not El Dorado, 

b u t a peach o r c h a r d ; not the c o u n t r y of " c a m p s , " 

b u t of towns; not of wi ld oats of either the natura l 

or artif icial var iety , b u t of v i n e y a r d s and orchards. 

A n d as t ime passed the deception g r e w worse and 

worse. T h e " d e s e r t " p u t in its claims. T h e c o u n t r y 

w h i c h the A r g o n a u t never v is i ted; the e d g e of that 

y e l l o w - a n d - g r a y expanse that had killed of thirst and 

d u s t and h u n g e r so m a n y of his companions w h o 

only tried to hasten across it; began also to bloom. 

Cit ies s p r a n g u p beside a miserable ditch, e m bow e r e d 

in tropical fo l iage , and conta in ing more inhabitants 

than all the A r g o n a u t s ever numbered. T h e w a s t e 

and lonesome acres b e g a n to have a value g r e a t e r 

than they wouid have had if they had been staked off 

as mining claims. People came in greater numbers, 

and with more enthusiasm, and possessed of consider-

a b l y more money , than were seen b y any of the golden 

years s u c c e e d i n g the historic 'Forty-nine. A t first the 

old Ca l i fornian c a l m l y awaited the miserable fa i lure 

of al l this wildness, and k n e w as one does w h o has 

had exper ience that the w o r l d had to a consider-

able extent g o n e crazy, and counseled w i t h his few 

remaining fe l lows as to the signs of the times. It is 

not to be denied that sometimes he also partook of 

the benefits accruing, in cases where for a quarter of 

a century or more he had been the o w n e r of lands he 

never really wanted, and hillsides that c a m e to him 

b y chance. W h e r e he dr i f ted into S o u t h Cal i fornia , 

because there w a s nowhere else to g o , or for some 

similar reason, he o f ten a w o k e to find himself upon a 

" p o c k e t " very late in life. 

G o w h e r e one wi l l on the Pacif ic slope, at l o n g 

intervals wide ly scattered, here and there, wi l l be 

f o u n d this gr izz led memento of the old days. Per-

haps it may be s i t t ing on a bench in the shade in the 

n e i g h b o r h o o d of the old P l a z a at San Francisco , and 

there he will refer to the m e t r o p o l i s as " this t o w n , " 

and genera l ly speak of it to y o u as to one w h o m u s t 

of c o u r s e readi ly recall the time w h e n it w a s a lit-

tle place, as he dues. O r y o u m a y find him in a 

chair in the r o t u n d a of the P a l a c e H o t e l ; a man w i t h 

a w i d e s louch hat, a splendid g r a y beard, and a look 

of prosperi ty . If one does not insist, and he b e in 

the h u m o r , he wi l l amuse y o u f o r half an hour w i t h 

desul tory ta lk of those t imes w h o s e annals have 
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entered into the folk- lore of America . P e r h a p s most 

prominent to his mind is that g r e a t d a y w h e n the last 

sp ike was driven, and the first trans-continental line 

w a s finished across the wide expanse to Cal i fornia . 

It w a s not expected, he says ; it was not even dreamed 

of. N o b o d y but a phenomenonal ly-endowed idiot 

w o u l d ever have conceived the project . W e t h o u g h t 

the ships were g o o d enough, and the l i t t le s teamers 

that ran u p and d o w n the river. T h i s t o w n w a s a 

b i g one in them days , and things was l ive ly; b u t now, 

— s i n c e t h e n — L o r d y ! 

T h e n he wi l l l a u g h quiet ly at their crudi ty and 

oddi ty , and tell y o u a little more of " them d a y s . " 

H e will remark upon the enormous prices then rul ing, 

and of h o w he has paid a dol lar a pound for flour 

h imse l f ; of the Chinese and their a d v e n t ; of h o w 

none of the men of those t imes were poor, and none 

real ly rich; of the comit ies and rules that g o v e r n e d 

in a c o u n t r y abso lute ly w i t h o u t any other law, and 

of the f u n n y things that dai ly happened to this or 

that A r g o n a u t , now as leep in one of the old graves . 

H e tel ls y o u w h e r e the " h e f t " of the t o w n w a s in 

those times, and how it looked, and ends w i t h the 

remark that " w e d idn ' t have an idea of the facts in 

those d a y s ; not an idea," and gets up and g o e s a w a y 

at the m o m e n t w h e n y o u w a n t him the most. 

S o far b a c k as the annals of his f a m i l y in A m e r i c a 

go, the ancestors of the present wr i ter w e r e all front-

iersman, and he is therefore per fect ly a w a r e of the 

i n a d e q u a c y of this chapter , or of a n y chapter that ever 

w a s wri t ten, to d o just ice to that class w h i c h is a dis-

t inct ive p r o d u c t of this c o u n t r y , and w h i c h has been 

the vidette of all its greatness. In c o m m o n with all 

S a x o n frontiersmen, the surv iv ing A r g o n a u t is a man 

misplaced in these times, but in his d a y he w a s the 

true representat ive of that s turdy va lor w h i c h is n o w 

d e c a y i n g in w e a l t h and l u x u r y ; of that c o u r a g e w h i c h 

then regarded d a n g e r and diff iculty as incidents of 

dai ly l i f e ; and of the m a g n a n i m i t y which comes of 

the shar ing of a c o m m o n lot. T h e r e wi l l b e no more 

of him whi le the w o r l d stands, and his name, in the 

c o u n t r y whose hil ls he first scarred w i t h his toil, is 

o v e r w h e l m e d in modern wonders. 



C H A P T E R X. 

N O O K S A N D C O R N E R S . 

P E A R L Y one m o r n i n g 

I s a w c o m i n g a l o n g 

the v i l lage street a 

figure that a t tracted 

m y attent ion with-

o u t b e i n g in t h e 

least at tract ive; one 

of the commonest 

figures of a p lace 

that is fu l l of an-

cient o d d i t y to the 

unaccustomed e y e , 

and w h i c h is a k ind 

of museum of those 

relics w h i c h pertain 

t o t h e Cal i fornian 

past. 

l i e w a s a l i t t le 

and d r i e d - u p m a n 

of s o m e t h i n g l ike 

80 years. M o u n t e d 

l ike a m a n i k i n on 

the b a c k of a b i g 

w h i t e horse, he bore 

b e f o r e him a b u n c h 

i of green c o r n - f o d -

T H E D E S C E N D A N T OF A MISSION S O L D I E R . der, a n d turned in 
164 

a t the g a t e to a piece of low g r o u n d thick with wal-

nut-trees, b e t w e e n the rows of which the soil w a s 

s tudded closely w i t h that pecul iar g r e e n e r y w h i c h 

de l ights the peasant soul, and w h i c h , w h e n finally 

real ized upon, does not a m o u n t to a n y v a l u e what-

e v e r ; p u m p k i n s and peppers and onions, some spin-

d l i n g stalks of corn for roasting-ears, and all that 

misce l lany w h i c h comes u n d e r the comprehens ive 

h e a d of " garden-sass ," and which, so far as all mod-

ern exper ience goes , it is cheaper to b u y than to 

raise. His weazened face w a s covered with a short , 

gr izz led b e a r d ; his head w a s c r o w n e d with a nonde-

script hat ; his g a r m e n t s were old and clean, and he 

had the a ir of b e i n g a b o u t his business so early in 

the m o r n i n g from a mere habit , b e i n g raised in that 

w a y and h a v i n g a l w a y s d o n e so, and I conceived the 

idea that here, so far f rom his n a t i v e hills, I had 

a g a i n encountered a k insman of S a n c h o P a n z a , less 

that b o d i l y a p p e n d a g e which the w o r d " p a n z a " is 

taken usual ly to mean. 

A little later I perceived that it was g o i n g to be 

a b u s y d a y with Sancho. H e had an ancient hoe, 

t h r o u g h the e y e of w h i c h the crooked handle went 

too far on the b a c k side to be convenient for use, and 

the e d g e of w h i c h w a s demoral ized b y innumerable 

contacts w i t h the casual dornick. H e was in the saw-

grass beside the acequia, bus i ly e n g a g e d in m a k i n g a 

chi ldish l i tt le d a m of earth across it, and in expecta-

tion of the c o m i n g flood he should turn on he w a s 

barefooted. T h e r e w a s not a n y water , the r iparian 

proprietors a b o v e h a v i n g t e m p o r a r i l y taken the lib-

er ty of c u t t i n g it off for their o w n uses, but he went 



on d a m m i n g just the same, and w a s g r e a t l y interested 

in c o a x i n g the infantile current that remained t h r o u g h 

his l ittle notch in the bank, and in m a k i n g it g o as 

far as possible for the re freshing of three p u m p k i n 

vines. 

A n d here I b e g i n d u l g e n c e in the tedium of 

r e m a r k i n g that the g r o u n d in question did not need 

any water , but rather a " c u l t i v a t o r " with a mule 

attached, and a f t e r w a r d s a h o e that w o u l d pass 

inspection. T h i s man w a s but i l lustrat ing the ancient 

modes of C a t a l o n i a and C a l i f o r n i a alike, and s h o w i n g 

how a c o u n t r y w h o s e g r e a t interest n o w is in ra i lway 

rates u n d e r which to find a market f o r an enormous 

surplus, w a s f o r m e r l y scarce able to raise more than 

e n o u g h for the sustenance of a sparse populat ion who 

in their d a y possessed the choice of al l s ituations and 

localities, with w a t e r g a l o r e . 

L a t e r , w h e n I went o v e r to pay him a visit, he w a s 

inclined to receive m e distant ly , if pol i tely. B u t 

when he had finished to the very lips the l ittle brown 

p a p e r c igaret te w i t h a grain and a half of tobacco in 

it, I g a v e him one of the A m e r i c a n abominat ions , 

which are considerably b i g g e r , and his heart w a r m e d 

to me. B u t he did not l ight the one I g a v e him, not 

for the reason the reader w o u l d have in not d o i n g so, 

but because he w a n t e d to g e t the ent ire g o o d of it. 

H a v i n g tucked it a w a y in the recesses of his apparel , 

I am quite sure that, taken to pieces and economical ly 

administered, that same bit of V i r g i n i a long-cut-

t inctured-with-paregor ic lasted him t w o or three 

days. 

Sancho Panza, in C a l i f o r n i a and elsewhere, a l w a y s 

c o n v e y s to a s t ranger the impression of not k n o w i n g 

a n y t h i n g whatever . H e is, once started, g a r r u l o u s 

wi thout s a y i n g a n y t h i n g , and loquacious a f ter the 

manner of a parrot or a crow. His mind, l ike his life, 

runs round and round in a circle. R e m i n d him of 

s o m e t h i n g ; assert a fact ; and s o m e t h i n g by w a y of 

assent or protest m a y result. I asked this man h o w 

old he was, and he replied that he did not k n o w , 

a d d i n g the usual " Quien sabe ?" 

" Y e s , y o u d o , " I said; " y o u are seventy-s ix ." 

" N o . I am seventy-e ight . " T h i s w i t h o u t a n y 

reference to the fac t of his not k n o w i n g but a 

moment previously . 

" A n d y o u are dist inct ly S p a n i s h . " 

" Y e s , I am a S p a n i a r d ; " w i t h some pride^ and 

ev ident ly grat i f ied at m y discr imination in a m a t t e r 

that required no g u e s s i n g at all . 

" Y o u were born here, and so w a s y o u r f a t h e r . " 

"St Seiior; es rnuy verdad;" and the old fe l low 

began to look as t h o u g h he intended to stop h o e i n g 

for a moment. 

" A n d y o u r g r a n d f a t h e r was a Mission soldier and 

came with the P a d r e s . " 

" I t is true, that a lso; he w a s a soldier, and he 

came with the Franciscans. W h o told y o u ? " 

" N o b o d y . " 

A n d he did s top hoein f e , <md w i t h his hands on his 

hips seemed hesi tat ing whether or not he had better 

look into my antecedents as a sorcerer. 

" C o m e , " I said, " tell me. what y o u k n o w a b o u t 

those t i m e s . " 



H e r e m o v e d his head-piece and b e g a n to co l lect 

his t h o u g h t s b y f u m b l i n g for them in his hair. F i n a l l y 

g e t t i n g s o m e of the f a c t s t o g e t h e r , h e said t h e r e w e r e 

f o u r m i s s i o n s — t h e r e a d e r k n o w s t h e r e w e r e t w e n t y -

o n e — o n e at S a n D i e g o , one at S a n L u i s R e y , one at 

S a n Juan C a p i s t r a n o , a n d the last of t h e m a t S a n t a 

B a r b a r a . T h e t w o F a t h e r s a t C a p i s t r a n o , he contin-

ued, w e n t to a l l the o t h e r s to s a y mass; t h e y had 

c h a r g e of the w h o l e business . T h a t b e i n g a b o u t the 

end of his v e r y a c c u r a t e h i s t o r i c a l in format ion, he 

p a u s e d , b u t w e n t o n s c r a t c h i n g his head , a n d s a y i n g , 

" Si Seiior; todas,—todas." 

T h e r e a d e r wi l l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t to e v e r y S p a n i s h 

peasant his local priest is a bishop, or if he is not 

he o u g h t to b e , w h i c h is suff icient, and the p l a c e s he 

h a s heard m e n t i o n e d a r e p r a c t i c a l l y the o n l y o n e s 

t h e r e are, and as f o r the rest ; wel l , El Dios sabe, and 

t h e r e an e n d . 

" A n d a b o u t the I n d i a n s ; w e r e t h e y m a n y ? " 

" L o s I n d i o s ? — e r o n m u c h o s , — m u c h o s . " 

H e p r o n o u n c e d i t " » w w i c h o s , " t h e r e b y b e t r a y i n g , 

a h u n d r e d y e a r s a f t e r , h i s f a m i l y o r i g i n a m o n g the 

p e a s a n t r y of C a t a l o n i a . S o I t o l d h i m , at a v e n t u r e 

b u t w i t h an air of p o s i t i v e l y k n o w i n g , that h i s said 

g r a n d f a t h e r w a s a C a t a l o n i a n . 

W i t h sti l l g r e a t e r pr ide he a c k n o w l e d g e d this 

s t a t e m e n t a lso . E v e r y u n l e t t e r e d S p a n i a r d l o o k s 

upon h i s p r o v i n c e a s b e i n g the c h i e f e s t one of Spain , 

v e r y m u c h as s o m e of o u r f o r b e a r s r e g a r d e d V i r -

g i n i a in re lat ion to h e r s ister S t a t e s a n d the w o r l d at 

large. 
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I a s k e d h i m the o ld q u e s t i o n : w h a t b e c a m e of a l l 

the Indians w h o m he h imsel f r e m e m b e r e d h a v i n g 

seen. H e repl ied at first w i t h an express ion w h i c h 

s i m p l y m e a n s t h a t t h e y were , and a r e not , indefi-

nitely , b u t finally a d d e d that they all d i e d . H i s 

r e m a r k s on this point w e r e s t r o n g l y in the l ine of a 

A N INDIAN W H O S T A I D C O N V E R T E D . , . , 

w o m a n let loose 

u p o n m a n k i n d . T h i s bel ie f wi l l never b e e r a d i c a t e d 

a m o n g the f e w old ones w h o a r e l e f t t o reta in it. 

T h e m o r e e d u c a t e d smi le a t this notion, b u t in the ir 

turn a l l e g e that the A m e r i c a n s " r o b b e d " t h e m . 

T h e y do n o t say how, n o r spec i f ica l ly w h e n , and 

m e r e l y mean that provincia l care lessness w a s p i t t e d 

a g a i n s t the far-see ing w i t s of p e o p l e w h o in those 

t i m e s d i d not u s u a l l y c o m e to C a l i f o r n i a for the ir 

hea l ths . I t is q u i t e n o t i c e a b l e that the r o b b e r y h a s 



n o w ceased, and that, w i t h all the intensity of m o d -

ern speculat ion, the later C a l i f o r n i a n is q u i t e proof 

a g a i n s t the h i g h w a y m e n w h o c o m e in palace-cars. 

M y fr iend w i t h the h o e w e n t on w i t h his d i g g i n g , 

h a v i n g apparent ly told m e all he k n e w or had heard 

in the course of seventy-e ight y e a r s . I g i v e him 

br ie f ly to the reader, not as a unique specimen, b u t as 

one c o m m o n in all the corners of rural Ca l i fornia . 

H e could discern no m o t i v e in m y q u e s t i o n i n g except 

to pass the time withal . T h e w o r l d w a s t o him a 

t h i n g v a g u e , indefinite, unrea l ; a k i n g d o m he never 

saw, an unread book. B u t he w a s not crude. T h e 

indef inable Spaniard w a s in his bones. 

A w a y across the l i t t le creek there w a s a scattered 

col lect ion of houses, placed here and there on the 

v e r g e of the val ley. T h e y e l l o w hi l ls l a y behind 

them, the sun beat d o w n upon them, and a r o u n d them 

there w a s n o tree or shade in a land w h e r e in ten 

y e a r s a fig wi l l g r o w to s h a d o w half an acre w i t h the 

broad leaves from w h i c h w a s m a d e the first apron a 

w o m a n e v e r w o r e . B u t in C a l i f o r n i a p o v e r t y is 

robbed of half its s t ing b y a c l imate w h i c h renders 

s o m e t h i n g to eat the only actual necessity, and while 

the love of flowers is in the Spanish nature, a tree is 

too m u c h trouble. N e a r l y all of Spain is a treeless 

c o u n t r y . T h e S p a n i a r d has cut a w a y the natural for-

est w h e r e v e r he has wandered. T h e r e is a s a y i n g that 

the s y l v a n g o d s have in the course of a g e s become so 

a n g r y w i t h him that now he and a tree do not thrive 

in the same local i ty . T h e olive, the f rui t that m a k e s 

his face to shine w i t h fatness, and the historic vine, 

are the o n l y ones that c l i n g to his w a n i n g fortunes. 

I b e g a n the d a y with the Cata lonian peasant w h o s e 

stores of varied k n o w l e d g e I have imper fec t ly be-

stowed u p o n the reader, and n o w a further thirst 

was u p o n m e to k n o w more of the c lass the Cal i -

fornia tourist never sees. T a k i n g all r isks of b e i n g 

supposed to be m a k i n g parochial calls, I w e n t m y 

way across piles of melted adobe, t h r o u g h dismantled 

doorways , a m o n g all the debris of last winter 's g r e e n -

ness a n d last g e n e r a t i o n ' s d e c a y , t o w a r d the l i t t le 

creek whose s w e e t w a t e r s seemed to have s p r u n g 

somewhere out of dryness, and to h u r r y s w i f t l y a w a y 

to suicide in the sea. 

O n m y w a y I passed a l ittle adobe w h e r e unques-

t ionably there w a s an assortment of dogs . A h u g e 

and h ideous t a w n y monster w i t h but o ne e y e lay 

b a s k i n g in the sun, too old and too decrepi t to p a y 

attention. B u t a pert l ittle one, a " c u t e " d o g w i t h o u t 

a hair upon his b a c k , came out and raised an outcry . 

T h e n an o l d w o m a n appeared in the d o o r w a y and 

observed the s i tuat ion. A s ingle g l a n c e w o u l d con-

vince the most skept ica l that she w a s not an amiable 

old w o m a n , b u t she took that l i t t le d o g to task w i t h 

some of the most v o l u p t u o u s phrases of the Spanish 

tongue. " C o m e hither thou l i tt le th ie f , " she said. 

" H a s t t h o u no shame, to use thy t o n g u e a g a i n s t a 

g e n t l e m a n w h o b u t passes b y ? " D o i n g the best I 

could, I thanked her, and the little d o g retreated past 

her within doors, receiv ing as he w e n t by an adroi t 

flip of his o w n e r ' s apron w h i c h must a t least have 

hurt his feel ings. 

A little fur ther on I met in a shady lane near the 

stream a man w h o rode a horse and w a s leading 



a second. T h e r e w a s a m u d d y place, and we met on 

opposite sides of it. H e stopped his c a v a l c a d e w i t h 

a sudden pull , and bade m e pass first. In a narrow 

place on t h e other side t w o mounted vaqueros had 

roped a cow. In a lmost a n y other local i ty w h e r e 

men catch catt le a b o u t the horns w i t h a flying noose, 

and, indeed, w h e r e they never do, a f o o t m a n m a y g o 

round as best he can. B u t these t w o untutored g e n -

tlemen proceeded to pull the c o w out of the w a y 

bodi ly , and w a i t unti l I w a s past the dif f iculty. In 

an instant they w e r e g o n e the w a y I came, the c o w 

protest ing. O n e of them pul led h e r a l o n g w i t h o u t 

m u c h dif f iculty, a n d I regret to a d d that the other 

seemed to have her b y the tail, and that he offered 

her an i n d u c e m e n t b y twis t ing it g e n t l y , and w i t h 

an artistic apprec iat ion of the effect of c a u d a l tor-

sion upon the a v e r a g e c o w ' s feel ings. 

A s I c a m e nearer one of the l i t t le houses the effect 

w a s that of a p ic ture seen s o m e w h e r e l o n g a g o and 

a lmost forgot ten . F o u r people sat in a row on the 

e d g e of a l i t t le porch; a man, a w o m a n , a b o y and a 

g ir l . T h e man leaned his a r m s upon his knees as 

people d o w h o are a c c u s t o m e d to seats w i t h o u t backs, 

and the w o m a n ' s chin w a s in her palms. T h e t w o 

chi ldren had the at t i tudes of y o u t h the w o r l d over , 

and the g i r l w a s a c o m e l y chi ld. B u t t h e y w e r e not 

Cal i fornians , b u t Mexicans. N o one w h o has o f ten 

seen the A z t e c countenance wi l l easi ly f o r g e t the 

indescribable s o m e t h i n g which m a r k s its l ineaments. 

T h e r e is the same similarity in a l l Mexican faces that 

there is in the faces of E g y p t i a n sculptures, a n d there 

is, besides, a real or i m a g i n e d k inship b e t w e e n the 

l ineaments of the E g y p t i a n and the Mexican. T h e 

last is a f a c e that causes people to come a w a y and 

say that the curse of G o d rests upon the R e p u b l i c of 

Mexico . It is an impression they have, drawn f rom 

an u n k n o w n source. T h e nat ive Mex ican is not a 

l a u g h i n g man. A sadness dwel ls in the universal 

c o u n t e n a n c e ; an 

inheritance, p e r -

h a p s , f r o m t h e 

old d a y s of com-

m u n a l s l a v e r y 

w h e n t h e I n c a 

w a s l o r d of al l ; 

t h e t i m e s w h e n 

the h u g e cy l inder 

of carved g r a n i t e 

which lies in an 

open court in the 

i C i t y of M e x i c o 

had a side of it 

m a d e s m o o t h e r 

than the rest by 

the d r a g g i n g o v e r 

A " M E S T I Z O . " ; T 0 f b o d i e s for 

human sacrifice. T h e native Mex ican is also a man 

of g r e a t l y more abi l i ty than he has ever been g i v e n 

credit for. It must be rememembered that he w a s 

s u b j e c t e d to the d e m o r a l i z i n g rule of Spain f rom the 

C o n q u e s t of C o r t e z to the y e a r 1821, and y e t recov-

ered his c o u n t r y ; that there are nine mill ion Mexicans 

and less than t w o mil l ions of Spaniards in M e x i c o 

n o w ; that the greatest man M e x i c o ever produced, 



B e n i t o Juarez, a name venerated in the remotest 

mounta in hamlet , w a s an " unmixed " Indian, and the 

cast of his face, rest ing beneath g lass in the Nat ional 

m u s e u m , s h o w s all the sadness w h i c h m a r k s the uni-

versal countenance of his ancient race. 

A n d this man and his wi fe were Mexicans, and I 

w o n d e r e d h o w and w h y he came here. H e told me 

in his first remark, and seemed unwi l l ing to be mis-

taken for one of Spanish l ineage. H e came, as a 

soldier, to assist in m a r k i n g o u t that b o u n d a r y 

b e t w e e n the t w o countr ies whose h o m e l y last monu-

ment stands a t the point w h e r e p r o b a b l y Junipero 

Serra first s a w the harbor of San Diego . T h e theme 

started him upon his c o u n t r y and its u p s a n d downs, 

and the subject of his profoundest hatred I found 

to b e old G e n e r a l S a n t a A n a . H e had it most ly 

w r o n g , and his accusations w e r e not based upon the 

facts of the case. T h a t man w a s u n d o u b t e d l y bad, 

b u t he did not intentional ly lose the bat t le of B u e n a 

Vista , or sell T e x a s a t so m u c h per square league, or 

line his pr ivate purse w i t h Cal i fornia . In his vehe-

mence this man named over to m e a l l the terr i tory 

M e x i c o had lost, and counted the prices on his 

fingers, and told me w h y unti l I fe lt ashamed of 

mysel f , and his w o m a n sat and l istened, and k e p t 

ta l ly by n o d d i n g her head. H e k n e w more than m y 

Cata lonian fr iend had ever heard of, and w h e r e v e r 

he w a s w r o n g he s t u c k to it. B u t w h e n I told him I 

had seen the place w h e r e Maximi l ian w a s shot the 

w o m a n came closer and listened, and e j a c u l a t e d "y 

lapobre Carlotta," %vith a sigh. T h e " touch of nature " 

w h i c h " makes the whole kin " exists in Cal i fornia , and 

in the heart of the wi fe of an ex-private of the Mexi-

can a r m y , as it does e v e r y w h e r e else. 

L i k e all his class, this man w a s a lso poor. H e 

told me sadly that he o w n e d n o t h i n g a n d w a s a day-

laborer. I tr ied to a r g u e the case w i t h him, and 

pointed out h o w he m i g h t thrive b y r e n t i n g the v e r y 

soil he l ived on. H e had the usual s t o r y : " I need 

p loughs , and horses and seed, and w h e r e is the m o n e y 

to b u y t h e m ? " W o u l d t h a t some profound philos-

opher w o u l d explain to m e w h y e v e r y w h e r e outs ide 

the l ines of S a x o n blood there exists this peculiar 

fatal ism as an a t tachment to poverty . 

T h e r e is one exception in the g r o t e s q u e personal i ty 

of the remarkable man f rom C h i n a . Ca l i fornia , w h e r e 

these others toil and starve, is his bonanza . H e can 

not explain, for he never learns to speak the E n g l i s h 

tongue, or the Spanish either, and he is besides not 

a man of explanations. A l o n e , or in pairs, he c o m e s 

c r e e p i n g unheralded d o w n the val ley, and his earliest 

care is to see some land-proprietor. S o ear ly in the 

m o r n i n g that the f o g a lmost hides him, one m a y see him 

on hands and knees, c reeping a b o u t b e t w e e n his rows, 

never s topping , never l o o k i n g up, w o r k i n g a l w a y s . 

Just opposi te this Mexican, on a little piece of g r o u n d 

d e s e r v i n g only the des ignat ion of a " p a t c h , " t w o 

C h i n a m e n have earned e ighteen hundred dollars in a 

s ingle year. H e is not a man of convent ions; he never 

resolves this or that; he knows n o t h i n g a b o u t the 

labor quest ion; he is hated f o r these very n e g a t i v e 

qualit ies, and imposed u p o n and oppressed in e v e r y 

conce ivable way, y e t by s t e a d y persistence he is the 

uppermost man in that s a v a g e contest that nature 



and c ircumstance and organized society are w a g i n g 

a g a i n s t the toil b y which the w o r l d lives. O n e is 

astonished at the results of his b a r b a r i a n intellect in 

a land w h e r e he has no friends, and l o o k i n g upon him 

one is half converted to the theory that the whole 

labor a g i t a t i o n is a mere U t o p i a n search for a recipe 

that shall enable a man to be a p r o d u c e r and y e t not 

labor. 

E v e r y w h e r e is John, fr iendless y e t h a p p y . L o n g 

a g o he washed over all the tai l ings of the A r g o n a u t , 

and tied his g a i n s so securely in a corner of his rai-

ment that no one k n o w s w h e t h e r he or the or ig inal 

miner g o t the most. L o n g a g o he k n e w e v e r y nook 

and corner of Cal i fornia , and w a s a feature not a lone 

of the by-streets and al leys of the town, b u t of al l the 

rural nooks. T h e t r i a n g u l a r acre le f t to the w i l d mus-

tard at the mouth of a canyon is his w o r l d , and the neg-

lected corner c u t off b y the h i g h w a y or the rai lroad, his 

empire. H e is a lmost of the old t imes,for he came a m o n g 

the first and w a s the perpetual v ict im of the A r g o n a u t . 

T e n s of thousands have c o m e and g o n e since then; a 

host so l a c k i n g in indiv idual i ty that they seem an end-

less procession of automatons. H e is in no sense one of 

the proprietors of the country , f o r his opinion of it is 

that he does not wish to o w n it. H e is a p i lgr im and 

a stranger, w i t h an affect ion f o r his nat ive land which 

is as u n u s u a l and unique as all his other qual i t ies are. 

E v e r y b o d y k n o w s him, not as an individual , b u t as a 

C h i n a m a n . H e takes the back seats, and the sides 

and corners, and the a l leys and the tumble-downs. 

T h e nat ive Cal i fornian, the M e xi c a n immigrant , the 

Mestizo, all look d o w n upon him and l a u g h at him, 

whi le he makes more m o n e y e v e r y y e a r than they wi l l 

ever see, and it is very largely his toil, and certainly 

not theirs, that has made the present C a l i f o r n i a at 

which they are surprised, and which they will never 

understand. Present ly , w h e n e v e r he w a n t s it, he 

wi l l have this Mexican soldier 's house, and till the 

g r o u n d the other is afraid of, and pay a cash rent, and 

g o back to C h i n a w e a l t h y . 

O r i g i n a l l y intended as the land of Nothing- to-do . 

rural Cal i fornia shows e v e r y w h e r e to-day the remains 

of that dissipated idea. U n d e r a s p r e a d i n g s y c a m o r e 



s o m e b o d y is a l w a y s s lowly w a s h i n g clothes. U p o n 

the stony h i g h w a y s s o m e b o d y is a l w a y s w a l k i n g 

s lowly a long. W h e r e v e r there is a bench a row of 

persons is a l w a y s sitt ing. T h e r e are t w o w o r d s indis-

pensable to l i fe, and one of them is todavía—" not 

y e t , " and the other is mañana —11 to-morrow." It is 

n o t ' t h a t there is a n y intention of not d o i n g at a l l ; 

the idea is mere ly to w a i t a l ittle, to see a b o u t it, 

to hasten s l o w l y . F o r the same m an w h o s a y s 

"mañana" is c a p a b l e of pro longed h a r d s h i p w i t h o u t 

complaint , or of dai ly d o i n g the same task over and 

over for fifty years. His head is idler than his hands. 

H i s f e w inventions are all in the domain of c o m m o n 

life, and none of them seem traceable to a s ingle 

individual . A l l he k n o w s his father k n e w before h i m ; 

all he bel ieves is the property of the a g e s ; al l he suf-

fers is the c o m m o n lot. T h e r e w a s never before s u c h 

a uni ty of purposes, opinions and w a y s in an ent ire 

c o m m u n i t y as ex is ts in one of the places f o r g o t t e n 

b y the " b o o m . " T h e r e are n o " cranks ." E v e r y man 

g o e s w i t h o u t suspenders, and e v e r y w o m a n h a s a 

shawl over her head. T h e scene is pleasant and the 

idea at tract ive . E x c e p t a mounta in v i l l a g e in N e w 

Mexico, or m a y h a p a coast h a m l e t in N e w E n g l a n d , 

there is n o other corner of A m e r i c a w h e r e this peace 

in dai ly l ife m a y b e f o u n d . It is impossible to con-

v e y a sense of i t in words . It is a c c o m p a n i e d b y a 

p ic turesqueness n o t only of scene, b u t of l a n g u a g e 

and t h o u g h t . T h e r e are n o b o o k s here, y e t the old 

provincial Spanish remains u n c h a n g e d t h r o u g h the 

years T h e r e are no newspapers, y e t there is a l w a y s 

s o m e t h i n g to ta lk about. T h e r e are no anniversaries 

of their own, yet all the F o u r t h s of Ju ly c o m e and 

g o unnoted, the one ridiculous g a l a - d a y of a people 

w h o have no church " fiestas," and w h o can d o no 

better. 

F r o m the times of Miss H a n n a h M o r e and " T h e 

Shepherd of Sa l i sbury P l a i n , " there h a v e been m a n y 

references to " decent poverty " as a v irtue. B u t to 

carry the idea to the extent of e v e r y b o d y b e i n g d e c e n t 

and e v e r y b o d y poor in a w h o l e c o m m u n i t y , has not 

been t h o u g h t of. T h e idea is nevertheless carried 

out f u l l y a m o n g that small remainder of the old t imes 

w h o s e dest iny it probably is to see the last of their 

k ind w h o shall ever l ive north of the M e x i c a n b o u n -

d a r y on this continent. It is one of the puzzles , and 

the A m e r i c a n s can no more understand such a situa-

tion than the Ca l i fornian can, in his turn, understand 

the w a y s and ideas of the S a x o n . T h e r e is neither 

l u x u r y nor squalor, neither plenty nor w a n t . W h e r e 

so m u c h can be obtained, so can m o r e l ikewise, and 

the process is a lmost endless. It is an a x i o m ; self-

evident and indisputable . Y e t y o u m u s t c o m e a w a y 

from the b y - w a y s of C a l i f o r n i a k n o w i n g that it is 

not an axiom, and not necessari ly true. O n e has seen 

no squalor , heard no complaints , been a s k e d f o r n o 

alms, and has been treated as an equal . T h e things 

he has a b o u t him have exci ted no e n v y , not even 

remark. Ignorance and d i g n i t y , c o u r t e s y and inde-

pendence, p o v e r t y and sel f-respect , h a v e been f o u n d 

together. Y o u h a v e found n o w o m a n w h o did not 

know all the rules of ladyship, and no man w h o w o r e 

his hat indoors. E v e r y man or w o m a n y o u have met 

has saluted y o u w i t h o u t either so lemnity or effusion, 



and every little boy or girl has b e h a v e d as t h o u g h 

careful ly trained in g o o d society . Y e t t h e y have 

l ived, in all their generat ions , a n d t ime i m m e m o r i a l , 

in Spain and in Cal i fornia , b e y o n d the extremest 

v e r g e of l u x u r y a n d outs ide of the remotest tradi-

t ions of weal th . D e c e n c y , to some others an unat-

tainable t h i n g even a f t e r p e nu r y h a s gone , is to these 

an inheritance, and that elderly shepherd of Miss 

More becomes a bit of p ious tawdriness b y com-

parison. 

T h e t ime must come, and soon, w h e n there wi l l 

be no more of this. T h e nooks and corners w h e r e it 

y e t a b i d e s are pass ing a w a y . N a m e s , the mell i f lu-

ous names they del iberate ly c o m p o s e d w h e n there 

w a s p l e n t y of t ime to s top and say t h e m in wi l l 

remain, even t h o u g h S a n B e r n a r d i n o has b e c o m e 

« S a n B e r d o o n , " and L o s A n g e l e s " L o s s A n g , " and 

S a n F r a n c i s c o submits to a h i d e o u s abbrev ia t ion 

w h i c h dates b a c k to a period when the c o m m o d i t y of 

t ime first b e g a n to be scarce in Cal i fornia . S ince 

1821 Spain h a s been s l o w l y rec la iming her o w n a g a i n , 

not f r o m across the sea, b u t t h r o u g h the c e m e t e r y 

and b y P l a t o ' s doctrine. In a brief twenty-f ive years 

the v e r y nook I have in m y mind as I wr i te h a s lost 

e ight-tenths of its people, never r e t u r n i n g and never 

replaced; d r o p p i n g out of the u n e q u a l contest and 

a w a y f r o m the c h a n g e d condit ions; dead f r o m S a x o n 

contact ; lost ; gone. 

T h i s is b u t a l i t t le interior picture of Spanish fate 

and Indian fa ta l i ty that m a y be reproduced a thou-

sand times f rom the histories that c o v e r only a hun-

dred and ten years. T h e strange t h i n g is that the 

al leged reasons for the disappearance of the Indian 

are not those w h i c h ent ire ly account f o r that of the 

Spanish-American. A s for h im, the f e w that m a y be 

included under the head of the " r is ing generat ion " 

are g o i n g by the shortest roads. T h e " s a l o o n " com-

pounds are his v e r y evident passports. B u t all Span-

iards, by immemoria l custom, drink, and s o m e t h i n g 

in addit ion is also to be looked for. H i s race has fal len 

into a sleep. R e p o s e in his surroundings , changeless 

custom, immemorial tradition, l ife in death, rest, peace, 

are his requirements. W h e n I c o m e a g a i n the old 

C a t a l o n i a n will have ceased to irrigate his l ittle patch, 

and the Mexican soldier will have joined his regiment . 

T h e s ingers of love-songs in the w a y s i d e saloon will 

have ceased, and the d o g s wi l l have lost a mistress. 

T h e whole local i ty wi l l be c h a n g e d and n o t h i n g but 

the hills, the w i n d i n g va l leys and eternal sunshine will 

seem familiar. T r a d i t i o n and a Spanish name will 

remind the p a s s i n g stranger, perhaps, that here f o r 

more than a century flourished all the quaintness of 

monk, soldier and peasant, and that f rom here departed 

the last d a y s of O l d Cal i fornia . 



C H A P T E R XI. 

A N O L D D I A R Y . 

T H É R E w a s a m o n g the F r a n c i s c a n F r i a r s w h o 

were a t the C o l l e g e of San F e r n a n d o , in Mexico , 

a w a i t i n g preparat ions for the great Missionary expe-

dit ion to A l t a Cal i fornia , one named Palou. T h e r e is 

no t e l l i n g pre-

cisely w h a t this 

priest 's especial 

e d u c a t i o n con-

sisted in, or how 

it happened that 

it d e v o l v e d upon 

h i m t o become 

the historian of 

t h e beginnings , 

b u t h e w a s so, 

and in v i g o r o u s 

a n d b e a u t i f u l 

Spanish narrates the story of that first journey into 

the wi lds of C a l i f o r n i a in such a m a n n e r that a gent le-

man whose acquaintance with the reg ion is wide 

and long, has told me he could take P ? l o u ' s journal 

and locate w i t h reasonable certa inty e v e r y c a m p i n g -

place of the first expedit ion. 

B u t the story was not wri t ten for publ icat ion, or 

as history, and is tedious a f t e r the manner of the 

t imes and the Spanish fashion. C e r v a n t e s himself 
'82 

• T H E O R I G I N A L C A L I F O R N I A N . 

lacked the f a c u l t y of condensation, and there are 

p a g e s of insufferable tedium in e v e r y old Spanish 

author . L o n g before s tart ing c h a p t e r a f t e r chapter 

is used in te l l ing w h y such and such a t h i n g w a s 

considered b e s t ; w h a t the Virey t h o u g h t and w h a t 

intentions he h a d ; and mientras this and por supuesto 

that. A m a n named G a l v e z w a s V i r e y , or v iceroy , 

and t h r o u g h a n d b y him w a s d o n e e v e r y t h i n g that 

w a s done. H e was a man of abi l i ty , conscience and 

prudence, w i t h an e n o r m o u s f a c u l t y for detai l and a 

g e n i u s for inventories, w h o doubt less s a w in his mind 

e v e r y need of a system of missions the m o s t exten-

sive e v e r p lanned b y one man, and w h o pre-arranged 

every camping-place , and yet k n e w no more, nor did 

any of them, of the g e o g r a p h y of the region or the 

character of the natives, than does a r e a d e r of this 

p a g e w h o never s a w Cal i fornia . Indeed, he did not 

k n o w so much. N o adult need now be p u z z l e d b y 

the problem of w h e r e to find Monterey. 

T h e information G a l v e z had to g o u p o n and m a k e 

all his m i n u t e arrangements b y ; the d a t a upon w h i c h 

he ordered equipment, money , provisions and soldiers; 

w a s contained in the record of the v o y a g e of V i z -

caino, w h o " s u r v e y e d " and named the B a y of S a n 

D i e g o o n l y a h u n d r e d and s ixty-seven years pre-

viously , h a d miscalculated its la t i tude and longi tude , 

had mislaid t h o port of M o n t e r e y so ser iously that 

the P a d r e s c o u l d not find it, and who, w i t h all his 

mariners a n d " p i lots , " had been l o n g b e y o n d later 

e x p l a n a t i o n o r recal l . T h i s is b u t an e x a m p l e of the 

disposit ion of those queer t imes to f o l l o w precedent 

and observe routine, and is, besides, pre-eminently 



Spanish. T h e y spent a y e a r or t w o in per fec t ing 

m i n u t e arrangements for the o c c u p a t i o n and conver-

sion of a c o u n t r y they had never seen, in implicit 

rel iance upon the word of a sailor w h o seldom or 

never w e n t on shore, and f o r the sole reason that 

Phi l ip , a K i n g of Spain, had sent him, and nobody 

had g o n e w i t h equal a u t h o r i t y since. 

T h e y knew n o t h i n g of a matter of still greater 

i m p o r t a n c e — t h e character of the C a l i f o r n i a Indians. 

It is certain that had these been k indred of the Iro-

quois or Hurons, or e v e n of the M o j a v e s or Piutes , 

the destruct ion of the expedi t ion w o u l d only have 

occupied them for a matter of t w o or three hours. 

F o r the Spaniards were b u t a h a n d f u l in the mount-

ain wilderness, and their w e a p o n s were not as effect-

ive as the Indian bow-and-arrow. T h e y carried tents 

and litters, and were burdened w i t h the care of w h a t 

P a l o u refers to as "las bestiasthe dr ove of long-

horned cattle w h i c h were the best th ings G a l v e z had 

t h o u g h t of. Bes ides their c a m p - e q u i p a g e , they had 

their church furniture,* more b u l k y and more neces-

sary perhaps than the reader imagines , and said mass 

e v e r y m o r n i n g before s tar t ing out on the day ' s march. 

* P a l o u g i v e s t h e f o l l o w i n g list o f n e c e s s a r i e s p r o v i d e d a n d c a r r i e d t o S a a 

D i e g o : 

S e v e n c h u r c h b e l t . ; 11 s m a l l a l t a r b e l l a ; 33 a l t a r c l o t h s ; 5 c h o i r - c o p e s ; 3 

s u r p l i c e s ; 4 c a r p e t s ; a c o v e r l e t s ; 3 rogvsiUt; 3 v e i l s ; 19 f u U s e t s o f s a c r e d 

v e s t m e n t s ; 17 a l b s , I. e . , w h i t e t u n i c « ; 10 p a l U u m s ; 10 a m i c e s ; t o c h a s u b l e s ; 

i a g i r d l e s ; 6 c a s s o c k s ; 18 a l t a r - l i n e n s ; 31 purificad>rut, o r c h a l i c e - c l o t h s ; 

1 p a l l - c l o t h ; u p i c t u r e s o f t h e V i r g i n ; 1* s i l v e r c h a l i c e s : 1 s i l v e r g o b l e t ; 

7 s i l v e r v i a l s f o r s a c r e d o i l s 1 s i l v e r c a s k e t f o r h o l y w a f e r s ; 5 s i l v e r b a s i n s , 

• r rtneJuu, f o r b a p t i s m ; 6 c e n s e r s , w i t h d i s h e s a n d s p o o n s ; 13 p a i r s o f vina-
f r t s , f o r w i n e a n d w a t e r ; 1 s i l v e r c r o s s , w i t h p e d e s t a l ; 1 b o x c o n t a i n i n g 

J e s u s . M a r y a n d J o s e p h ; o t h e r s m a l l e r a r t i c l e s t o o n u m e r o u s f o r m e n t i o n ; 29 

m e t a l c a n d l e s t i c k s ; j c o p p e r d i p p e r f o r h o l y w a t e r : a n o t h e r l i s t o f l i t t l e 

t h i n g s ; 3 s t a t u e s ; » s l i v e r " d a z r l e r s . " » c r o w n s a a d r i n g s f o r m a r r i a c e s ; 

• c o n s e c r a t e d s t o n e s ; 4 m i s s a l s , a n d a c o n t i n u e d l is t o f s t a n d s , l a c e s , s u i t * . 

N M , cie., tw. 

A quaintness not to be conveyed b y any transla-

tion pervades the minuteness of the d iary of this first 

w h i t e man's j o u r n e y in C a l i f o r n i a . It w a s on the 

a f ternoon of the twenty- f i f th of March, 1769, that the 

expedit ion started o u t f r o m V i l l a c a t a t h r o u g h the 

cactus, northward into the u n k n o w n . S o m e t i m e s 

t w o or three l ittle chi ldren start to g o somewhere . 

T h e y have entire conf idence in their abi l i ty to find 

the place, and k n o w w h o m t h e y shall meet, and w h a t 

they shall have, when they g e t there. T h e y t a k e the 

world as they have found it so far, and are u n d a u n t e d 

by diff iculties they d o not k n o w of. S o m e t i m e s they 

really succeed in m a k i n g the journey . S o did these 

Missionaries in r e a c h i n g San Diego, and even finally 

Monterey , and the Providence that g u i d e d t h e m can 

not have been v e r y different f rom that w h i c h pro-

tects l i t t le children. 

Meantime, amid all these pious desires and coun-

selings a b o u t pet ty things, and l o o k i n g out f o r bel ls 

and chalices and robes and a l tar-c loths , affairs of so 

m u c h more m o m e n t were progress ing on the oppo-

site side of the .cont inent that it is very d o u b t f u l , in 

the fu l l l ight of the past, w h e t h e r o r not the enter-

prise of the P a d r e s and the V i r e y af fected in the 

least the final result as w e see it now. T h e y added 

an i l luminated p a g e to history, w i t h " D . O. M . " and 

a cross a t the top, and " R E Q U I E S C A T I N P A C E " a t the 

bottom, whi le the A t l a n t i c S a x o n w a s s e t t i n g d o w n 

the first l ines of a long, red, m o m e n t o u s historic 

c h a p t e r . F o r G e o r g e III. w a s K i n g of E n g l a n d . 

Al l non-believers in the d iv ine right wi l l e x c u s e the 

not or ig inal remark tha* ne w a s a very a d d l e - h e a d e d 



monarch, w h o a b o u t these years , 1768-69-70, was 

unconsc ious ly , w i t h all the assistance he could g e t 

f rom his ministry, l a y i n g the pipes, s o to speak, for 

the final floating over Ca l i fornia , and all the rest of 

this continent, of a nondescr ipt b a n n e r whose s ize 

and shape, w h o s e azure field and stripes and stars, 

had not y e t been d r e a m e d of. W h i l e this cowled 

and he lmeted c o m p a n y were s tar t ing o u t on this 

coast, twenty-f ive newspapers , most ly d e v o t e d to 

sedition and rebellion, were b e i n g printed and issued 

on the other. T h e tea e x c i t e m e n t w a s beg inning . 

T h e citizens were r e f u s i n g to c o m p l y w i t h the pro-

visions of the " Q u a r t e r i n g A c t , " and were t u r n i n g 

out of doors the soldiers they intended to begin kill-

i n g as soon as convenient a f terwards . B e f o r e the 

hidden Monterey w a s finally discovered the " Boston 

Massacre " had occurred, and a t h i n g the V i r e y never 

heard of, and w o u l d have c o n t e m p l a t e d w i t h horror 

if he had, a " L i b e r t y - p o l e , " w a s c u t d o w n in Boston 

b y the imported " h i r e l i n g s " w h o m i g h t be t t e r have 

left it stand. W h i l e the S a n C a r l o s a n d her sister-

ship lay in the B a y of San Diego , c a r r y i n g their sacred 

stores and their church bel ls ashore, a n d b u r y i n g 

their scurvy-s laughtered seamen in the y e l l o w sand, 

on the opposite coast the Gaspd w a s b e i n g burned to 

the water 's edge . T h e bells upon one coast were 

r ing ing in the advent of m o n a r c h y ; those of the 

other were r i n g i n g it out . Mass w a s s a y i n g beneath 

tents and trees, accompanied b y the noise of fire-

arms, whi le to the same a c c o m p a n i m e n t the P u r i t a n 

divine w a s e x p l a i n i n g , to suit himself and his 

hearers, the m e a n i n g of that L i b e r t y w h i c h is in the 

gospel , w h e r e w i t h y e are made free. 

S t r a n g e l y e n o u g h there are in P a l o u ' s j o u r n a l n o 

exc lamat ions of p ious j o y a t the long-dreamed start-

i n g o u t of that expedi t ion which w a s to b r i n g the 

" g e n t i l e s " u n t o the l ight. T h e y said mass and 

departed to the North-north-

East , c a r r y i n g w i t h them all 

the w a t e r they could, and 

s topping the very first n ight 

T H E MOTHER MISSION: 

SAN DIAGO. 

only a league a w a y , 

" w h e r e there w a s no 

f o r a g e for the b e a s t s . " T h i s journey w h i c h b e g a n on 

March 25th, 1769, has been ski l l fu l ly m a d e the most 

of b y v e r y excel lent and wel l - informed, b u t enthusi-

astic writers, b u t to w h o m s o e v e r has chased A p a c h e s 

t h r o u g h the mountains of N e w Mexico , or m a d e the 

overland j o u r n e y to C a l i f o r n i a in the early t imes, 

there would seem nothing v e r y a p p a l l i n g a b o u t it 

e x c e p t i ts uncertainty, and nothing heroic e x c e p t 

its object . It required to m a k e it f rom the d a t e 



mentioned to the 14th d a y of M a y ; Cf ty d a y s ; and 

the d is tance traversed, i n c l u d i n g a thousand twis t ings 

and turnings, w a s a b o u t s ix hundred miles. N o cold 

impeded them, or rivers, or swol len streams. It 

rained, and even that hindered them so g r i e v o u s l y 

that they waited in c a m p unti l it ceased. T h e r e is 

m u c h s implic i ty in the chronic ler 's a c c o u n t s of h o w 

" w e w e r e all m a d e very w e t , " and " it rained so hard 

this n i g h t that the Sefior C o m m a n d a n t invited me to 

p u t m y b a d tent u n d e r his g o o d o n e , " and " every-

t h i n g b e i n g v e r y wet , we did not march t o d a y , b u t 

w a i t e d for o u r c lothes to d r y . " 

A s in hundreds of j o u r n e y s since made, the 

finding of w a t e r w a s the chiefest dif f iculty, but, so 

f a r as the record shows , not a s ing le n ight w a s 

passed w i t h o u t suff icient for themselves , t h o u g h the 

poor " bestias " had sometimes to w a i t until m o r n i n g . 

T h i s w a s the b e g i n n i n g of that endless record of 

" d r y c r a m p s " w h i c h e v e r y soldier and pla insman 

knows, and also of that old s tory of grass-and-no-

water , and water-and-no-grass w h i c h h a v e alternated 

w i t h each other in endless m o n o t o n y t h r o u g h the 

ent ire " t r a i l " h is tory . S o m e t i m e s they had them 

both in a b u n d a n c e , w i t h " l l a n u r a s , " and plenty of 

v a l l e y land, and then the chrcnic ler , a f t e r l o o k i n g the 

c o u n t r y over , sets i t d o w n in his journal that it 

w o u l d be " a g o o d place for a mission." O n e is 

a m u s e d at the c loseness w i t h w h i c h the c o u n t r y is 

observed and descr ibed to this end, and w i t h h o w 

f e w mistakes, and '-he l a n g u a g e is s u c h as w o u l d be 

used to this d a y t y a pract ical man to describe a 

s i tuation a v a i l a b l e for f a r m i n g purposes in Cal i -

fornia. In all the years that fo l lowed no missions 

were planted in Pa lou 's places. T o this d a y his 

route remains a lmost as tenantless as it was in 

1769, and o n l y the ranchman's catt le have drunk of 

his s t reams and " p o z o s , " and pastured upon his 

" l l a n u r a s " and " b u e n a s t i e r r a s " f e w and far 

apart . B u t he w a s moved b y a h o l y covetousness 

whenever he saw them. T h e g r o w t h s he descr ibes 

by Spanish names with superior apt i tude and j u d g -

ment, and sometimes he a l ights upon those "rosas de 

Castilla, cargados de rosas"—roses of C a s t i l e , b u r d e n e d 

with flowers—which a lmost excite his enthusiasm. 

A monk and the abstruse sciences m a y g o together 

w i t h some propriety , but w h e n he sets flowers d o w n 

in his journal , not in direct connect ion w i t h M a r y 

and her month of May, one m a y k n o w that he s ighed 

as he wrote , and t h o u g h t of his y o u t h and his nat ive 

land. 

T h e r e is a notable dif ference in P a l o u ' s expressed 

opinions of the c o u n t r y as he comes fur ther n o r t h w a r d 

T h e second d a y out, los ing patience w i t h a m o n o t o n y 

and barrenness than which there is h a r d l y a n y m o r e 

oppress ive in the wor ld , he makes the e f t - q u o t e d 

remark that " i t is a c o u n t r y in w h i c h n o t h i n g a b o u n d s 

b u t s tones and t h o r n s . " * I t is a l m o s t the o n l y s ign 

of wear iness in a d iary t h s t w a s wr i t ten e v e r y d a y on 

the spot , out of a per ipatet ic inkhorn, and u n d e r cir-

c u m s t a n c e s t h a t u s u a l l y require s o m e retrospect to 

g i v e t h e m a n y t h i n g l ike a t inge of rosiness . T h e 

* " L a t i e r r a s i g u e c o m o l a s d e m á s d e l a C a l i f o r n i a , e s t é r i l , á i i d a , f a l t a d e 

z a c a t e y a g u a , y s o l o a b u n d a n t e d e p i e d r a s y e s p i n a s , " 



barrenness of the route seems then to h a v e been 

largely where it is ye t ; south of the Mexican b o u n d a r y 

l ine; and the Spaniard of a later day , wi th the s ingu-

lar fata l i ty that accompanies him, lost most of the 

g o o d and kept the bad. E v e n on that d a y w h e n the 

m o n k tried all the afternoon to m a k e some " Host ias ;" 

— some w a f e r s of flour with which to ce lebrate the 

mass — " a n d did not succeed in t a k i n g o u t a s ingle 

one that w a s fit," he m a k e s no remark e x c e p t a refer-

ence a f t e r w a r d s to his mala suerte; his " bad l u c k ; " 

and merely adds in the next d a y ' s record that they 

w e n t w i t h o u t services that morning. 

B u t it is the Indian, the u t t e r l y abandoned 

aborig ine of those times, w h o especia l ly invites 

his attention. T h e journal inevitably g ives the 

reader the impression that there were many of 

them. T h e y appear a lmost every day , and a l w a y s 

a new tribe, w i t h some new var ie ty of s a v a g e amia-

bil i ty or diablerie. H e touches them only here and 

there descr ipt ively , and m a n a g e s to c o n v e y in a few 

words a g r a p h i c picture of them and the nature of 

the souls he and his companions had come to save. 

W h e r e v e r at that t ime he had procured the w o r d 

" rancheria" as expressive of a congregat ion of Indian 

dwel l ings, he had it, and it has descended to all w h o 

have since l ived where such sett lements are to b e 

f o u n d . T h e y w e r e encountered a lmost e v e r y day . 

S o m e t i m e s their inhabitants w e r e inclined to b e 

fr iendly , a t others a little inclined to inquire at a dis-

tance the nature and character of their visitors. T h e 

expedit ion had w i t h it some natives of the peninsula 

of Ca l i fornia w h o had a lready been reformed at one 

of the missions of that country ; say at Muliege, a 

name the present writer, if the reader, would not 

recognize or even pronounce, had he not once had 

the d o u b t f u l pleasure of v i s i t i n g the spot, w h e r e now 

remains not the remotest indication of the presence 

of Jesuit, Franciscan, or aborigine. T h e s e Indians 

g r e w ill. S o m e of them died. S o m e of them 

"huyeron"—ran a w a y to join their people again, 

d iscouraged b y unwonted w a n d e r i n g s from home — 

and after them, " misguided," the reverend journalist 

sends his blessing, couched in terms forgiv ing, but 

probably not appreciated b y the f u g i t i v e s had they 

k n o w n them, with their v iews of life, friends, and 

the sterile homes they had k n o w n from birth. W h i l e 

they were sick they w e r e carried in litters. W h e n 

they died they were g iven the rites of the C h u r c h , 

and their bodies were buried in the wilderness, " a n d 

at the place of their sepulture we planted crosses." 

T o all the Indians they met they g a v e the little 

conci l iat ing presents barbarians love, and once or 

twice, w h e n v a g u e l y threatened,"«?/ Señor Command-

ante " directed the soldiers to fire their guns, but not 

t o w a i d the savages. T h i s had the effect desired of 

scaring them a w a y , and the expedit ion proceeded. 

O n c e in a whi le P a l o u g ives his pr ivate opinion 

of these people, notably those seen w h e n near their 

journey 's end at San Diego. O n e aged native, he 

says, was found sitt ing on a rock b y a rancheria, every-

body else b e i n g apparently a w a y from home. W h e n 

asked to g u i d e them, the trust ing savage g o t up and 

took his b o w and arrows and cheerful ly went a long as 

far as his services were needed. W h e n dismissed with 



presents, the r e a d i n g of the narrat ive g ives one the 

impression that he c o m p l a c e n t l y trotted b a c k h o m e 

again, " m u y contento , " and precisely as t h o u g h he 

had k n o w n w h i t e men from an u n k n o w n w o r l d all his 

l ife. Severa l t imes it is noted that the men were 

ent ire ly naked, and the w o m e n nearly so. O f others 

that they are " Indians v e r y l ively, jokers , childish, 

s w a p p e r s or bargainers , deceivers and thieves." 

T h e r e is sometimes a t o u c h of Spanish humor , 

which , when it can be recognized b y the alien at 

all, is the quaintes t in the wor ld . " H a r d l y in the 

p r o p e r w a y , " he says, " d o all the men and w o m e n 

g o a b o u t ent ire ly naked, as w a s A d a m in E d e n before 

sinning, not h a v i n g the least shame in present ing 

themselves before us w i t h o u t m a k i n g any at tempt a t 

c o v e r i n g otherwise than as though the g a r m e n t 

nature g a v e them w a s a court dress ." 

H e tells of their houses, which he states with the 

g u s t o of a modern Western journal ist were made of 

h a y — " z a c a t e " — and h o w immediate ly a f t e r w a r d s 

they discovered that these pr imit ive dwel l ings con-

tained inhabitants w h o w e r e v e r y act ive and l ively , 

and great thieves. One of them " stole f rom the sol-

diers, w i t h o u t a n y b o d y seeing him, some spurs and 

' s l e e v e s ' (arm-guards m a d e of leather w h i c h soldiers 

wore) , and f rom a priest w h o tarr ied here on a feast-

d a y and said mass, the altar-bell and his spectacles , 

w h i c h he hid in the g r o u n d near the altar , and 

w h i c h cost m u c h w o r k in finding again, for w h i c h 

reasons they cal led that some Indian B a r a b b a s . " 

T h i s remarkably Indianesque specimen w h o s e 

chicanery w a s thus e m b a l m e d in history, played his 

pranks on " e l padre p r e s i d e n t e " himself , on the 

journey in search of Monterey . O n such small 

points does history o f ten turn, that o ne pauses in the 

reading of the q u a i n t narrat ive to w o n d e r w h a t 

would have been the consequences had F a t h e r Juni-

pero's b i g i ron-framed " a n t e o j o s " never been f o u n d . 

O f the gent i les found on still another d a y the 

reverend chronicler s a y s : " T h e y are very dist inct 

f rom f o r m e r o n e s , very 

pacific, h u m b l e and affable; 

d u r i n g the d a y they were 

with us w i t h as much con-

fidence as if they had been 

w i t h their o w n . " 

A n d of others still suc-

c e e d i n g : " T h e y a r e Indians 

q u i t e too l ively and active, 

g r e a t b e g g a r s and very 

c o v e t o u s of al l they see 

w h i c h s u i t s them, g r e a t 

th ieves ; t h e y are g r e a t bel-

lowers in their manner of 

speech, and w h e n they ta lk DIGGER A N D W I F E . 

they speak w i t h shouts as though they were d e a f . " 

T h e predominant animals of C a l i f o r n i a are referred 

to in almost b ib l ica l terms as " conejos " and " l iebres," 

and one thinks first of the Psalmist ' s " c o n i e s " and 

a f t e r w a r d f of those g r a y and alert creatures doubt less 

as p lent i ful then as now, w h o never a l low a j o u r n e y 

t o b e c o m e lonesome. W h e t h e r by the term «l iebres 

h e meant the p e r v a d i n g " g o p h e r " of these d a y s one 

can not precisely tell, but the pouched rodent w h o h a . 

13 



g a l l e r i e d and m i n e d the c o u n t r y o v e r a n a o v e r a 

t h o u s a n d times, and w h o n e v e r t i res in his t u n n e l i n g , 

m u s t h a v e a t t racted his at tent ion. T h e Indian w h o l ived 

f a r e n o u g h n o r t h s o m e t i m e s m a d e h imsel f an impe-

rial robe of r a b b i t skins. I t r e q u i r e d seventy of them 

to m a k e a s ing le g a r m e n t , a n d t h e y w a l k e d into the 

t r a p s h e set f o r t h e m w i t h a carelessness w h i c h c lear ly 

indicated the c h e a p n e s s of l ife a m o n g the r a b b i t s 

b o t h of those t i m e s a n d these . B i r d s a r e a l s o men-

t ioned, not as i m p o r t a n t , b u t r a t h e r c a s u a l l y , and he 

a m u s e s himsel f a n d the reader , b y g i v i n g t h e m S p a n -

ish f a m i l i a r names, a s t h o u g h t h e y c o u l d n o t b e a r 

others w i t h a n y p r o p r i e t y in the presence of t h i s e x p e -

dition. Indeed, the essence of S p a i n l ives in P a l o u ' s 

j o u r n a l u n c o n s c i o u s l y , a n d he j u d g e s e v e n the Indi-

ans he w a s t o c o n v e r t f r o m the S p a n i s h v i e w - p o i n t , 

a n d e v i d e n t l y f o r g e t s t h e n a t u r a l d i f ference b e t w e e n 

the m o r a l s t a n d a r d s of the I n d i a n and the w h i t e man. 

T o the r e v e r e n d P a d r e , these p o o r c r e a t u r e s w e r e 

c o m m i t t i n g s o m e m o r t a l sin e v e r y d a y of the ir l ives, 

and e v e r y h o u r of t h e d a y . L y i n g , t h e f t , and a 

s h r e w d and y e t c l u m s y d e a l i n g w i t h d e m o n s and 

wi tches , are a m o n g the v i r t u e s of s a v a g e s . T r e a c h -

e r y and d e c e p t i o n are boasts , a n d c r u e l t y is a harm-

less a m u s e m e n t a n d p a s t i m e . H e w h o m t h e y n a m e d 

.< B a r a b b a s " for peccadi l loes w h i c h w i t h a n y o t h e r red 

s a v a g e w o u l d h a v e b e e n e x c h a n g e d f o r m u r d e r and 

rapine, suf fered in h i s r e p u t a t i o n f r o m an ascetic v i e w 

of v i r t u e w h i c h h e n e v e r apprec ia ted e v e n a f t e r his 

convers ion, if, indeed, he e v e r c a m e u n d e r t h e inf lu-

ences of the gospe l . 
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S e t t i n g d o w n the p o i n t s w h i c h o c c u r r e d t o him 

f r o m d a y t o d a y a s h e j o u r n e y e d t h r o u g h the w i l d e r -

ness, t h e a u t h o r of this old d i a r y fa l ls u n d e r b u t one 

cr i t ic ism. U n c o n s c i o u s l y w r i t i n g f o r t h e f u t u r e , h e 

d o e s n o t s a y e n o u g h , and his c o n c e p t i o n s a r e nar-

r o w e d d o w n t o his one a m b i t i o n , the s u b l i m e search 

f o r souls . N o w t h a t this q u e s t h a s h a d its d a y and 

is o v e r and g o n e , n o w t h a t these " g e n t i l e s " a r e d e a d 

and t h e miss ions a b a n d o n e d to t h e p a s t a n d d e c a y -

i n g w h e r e t h e y s tand, one w i s h e s t h a t t h e journal is t , 

w i t h h i s c o m m a n d of the best r e s o u r c e s of his beaut i -

f u l m o t h e r - t o n g u e a n d his c learness of percept ion, 

had not b e e n a m i s s i o n a r y at al l , a n d t h a t he h a d 

seen even m o r e of those t e m p o r a l i t i e s his b r e t h r e n 

a f t e r w a r d s a p p r e c i a t e d so wel l . 

T h e d i a r y takes the r e a d e r to S a n D i e g o , t e l l i n g 

v e r y b r i e f l y o f the sensat ions a n d j o y s of r e a c h i n g 

t h a t h a v e n , a n d p r o d u c i n g s o m e h o w t h e i m p r e s s i o n 

that the issue had b e e n cons idered a d o u b t f u l one, 

and t h a t a t least so m u c h h a d b e e n p e r m a n e n t l y 

g a i n e d ; f o r e v e n the ships w a i t e d f o r them d o u b t f u l l y 

a n d t h e y w e r e filled w i t h j o y f u l surprise at see ing the 

ships. It is, indeed, a lmost i m p o s s i b l e for t h e pres-

e n t r e a d e r t o r i g h t l y u n d e r s t a n d h o w blind a n d g r o p -

i n g w e r e these first j o u r n e y i n g s in C a l i f o r n i a ; h o w 

the m o s t inte l l igent c o u l d f o r m no c o n c e p t i o n s of the 

p r o b a b l e h a p p e n i n g s of the m o r r o w ; h o w al l the sea 

w a s a n e n c h a n t e d w a s t e , and all the shore w a s a tierra 

nueva no c iv i l ized m a n had ever trod. I t is the c o n t r a s t 

b e t w e e n then a n d n o w that a d d s so m u c h his tor ica l 

interest t o a priest 's j o u r n a l , and i m p a r t s a pathet ic 

touch to e a r l y g r o p i n g s in a land now so t h o r o u g h l y 
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k n o w n , and so m u c h bet ter than the P a d r e dared to 

think it was . 

A f t e r S a n D i e g o c o m e s t h e part w h i c h should 

h a v e b e e n so m u c h easier , a n d w a s in f a c t so m u c h 

h a r d e r ; the s e a r c h f o r the p o r t of b e a u t i f u l M o n t e -

rey . T h e w a n d e r e r s c o u l d n o t find i t , a n d r e t u r n e d 

suf fer ing , sore and u n s u c c e s s f u l . B u t t h e y discov-

e r e d instead, and w i t h o u t a n y idea of its i m p o r t a n c e , 

the real B a y of S a n F r a n c i s c o , a n d P a l o u d o u b t l e s s 

get it d o w n as " a g o o d p l a c e f o r a m i s s i o n . " V i z -

c a i n o or C a b r i l l o h a d n e v e r seen it, a n d the sp lendid 

p iece of l a n d - l o c k e d sea-water , entered b y its n a r r o w 

g a t e , is f o r the first t i m e c e r t a i n l y a n d a u t h o n t a -

tivel'y d e s c r i b e d in this d i a r y of a m o n k u p o n w h o s e 

m o s t br i l l iant c o n c e p t i o n s never d a w n e d the d i m m e s t 
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ities m a d e u p o n e i ther t h e F r a n c i s c a n s or the ir f e l l o w -

c o u n t r y m e n g e n e r a l l y . F o r s e v e n t y - s e v e n y e a r s n o 

c o u n t r y w a s m o r e ent ire ly l e f t a lone b y i ts o w n e r s 

a n d al l the w o r l d bes ide , than N e w C a l i f o r n i a . T h e 

s c h e m e w h i c h i n c u b a t e d for m o r e than a c e n t u r y 

a n d a ha l f , a n d w h i c h w a s nevertheless a k i n d of 

s p a s m w h e n it w a s p u t in to final e f fect in the e x p e d i -

t i o n of w h i c h t h i s o ld d i a r y is the off icial record , l e f t 

its pol i t i ca l o r i g i n a t o r s e x h a u s t e d w i t h the effort , a n d 

t h e y d i e d a n d d i d n o m o r e . 

I t r e m a i n s y e t f u r t h e r a histor ical f a c t that the 

miss ionar ies e x t e n d i n g a f t e r P a l o u a n d h i s c o m p a n -

ions in a l o n g semi-apostol ic success ion for m o r e than 

seventy years , s p e c i a l l y desired thus t o b e let a lone . 

T h e y l o v e d the a u t o c r a t i c p o w e r of isolation, and the 

u n q u e s t i o n e d spir i tual d o m i n i o n w h i c h h a s been 

s w e e t t o the h e a r t of the c ler ic o f e v e r y sect a n d 

t ime. N o enthus ias t ic and rosy d e s c r i p t i o n s s e e m to 

h a v e b e e n sent b a c k t o S p a i n t h r o u g h a l l these years . 

T h e y w e r e reserved in a l l the ir fu l lness f o r a n o t h e r 

p e o p l e and a l a t e r t ime. A b o v e all w e r e h e r e t i c s not 

w a n t e d . N o s t u d e n t feels o b l i g e d to a c c e p t the opin-

ion, w h e n it is a m a t t e r of opinion, of a n y one man, 

t h o u g h it b e e m b o d i e d in an ar t ic le in the a v e r a g e 

e n c y c l o p e d i a . If o n e d id , and w e r e incl ined t o g o 

w i t h the m a j o r i t y , he w o u l d r e a d i l y u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 

w h e n in this anc ient d i a r y the reverend f a t h e r p o i n t e d 

o u t the " g o o d p l a c e s , " he had in h i s mind v is ions of 

the w i n e and oil t h a t should flow t h e r e f r o m , a n d the 

c ler ical h a p p i n e s s that should s u r r o u n d t h e m . B u t 

it is n o t true. T h e to i l some j o u r n e y is s u r r o u n d e d 

w i t h e v e r y e l e m e n t of se l f -sacr i f i c ing h e r o i s m . O n e 

m a y smi le a t its di f f icul t ies in the g l a r i n g l i g h t of the 

present , b u t so he a lso m a y a t the reco l lec t ion of 

the b l u n d e r s h e m a d e last n i g h t in t h r e a d i n g t h e 

f a m i l i a r intr icac ies of h i s o w n c h a m b e r in the d a r k . 

T h e first l i g h t t h a t w a s shed on the C a l i f o r n i a n soli-

t u d e s w a s f r o m the camp-f ires of this e x p e d i t i o n of 

the g o o d y e a r 1769. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , the s t r a n g e r s c a m e ; s t r a n g e r s n o t 

S p a n i a r d s . A s e a r l y as 1830 t h e y b e g a n t o e m e r g e 

f r o m the deser ts of the E a s t l ike h u n g r y s h a d o w s . 

B e a r d e d R u s s i a n s d r i f t e d d o w n f r o m the i c y s o l i t u d e s 

w h i c h w e r e the irs in the f a r N o r t h w e s t . S t r a n d e d 

sai lors touched the shore and b e c a m e e n a m o r e d of it. 

In the y e a r w h i c h s a w the last scenes of the r e l i g i o u s 



history of Cal i fornia , five thousand persons crossed 

the endless plains to enter a land w h o s e rocks were 

not y e t k n o w n to be ve ined and crossed w i t h g o l d . 

T h e v e x e d souls of the P a d r e s m a y rest in peace. 

T h e act of the Mexic a n g o v e r n m e n t w a s not nec-

essary. Sequestra t ion w o u l d h a v e c o m e b y the 

eternal law of c ircumstances , and had they s t a y e d 

the missions w o u l d have b e e n s u r r o u n d e d and 

e n g u l f e d by alien and heret ical adventurers , and five 

m o r e brief years w o u l d have seen the end of the 

h a l c y o n rule w h i c h h a s had n o p a r a l l e d in the story 

of c ivi l ization, w h i c h i l lustrates the irony of fate, 

a n d w h i c h g o e s far t o w a r d c o n v i n c i n g the cold 

a n d c a r p i n g that he w a s r ight w h o said : " T h e r e are 

no such things as p r i n c i p l e s ; there are o n l y events. 

T h e r e are no s u c h t h i n g s as l a w s ; there are only 

c ircumstances . A wise m a n e m b r a c e s events and 

c ircumstances to shape t h e m to his o w n e n d s . " Y e t 

to the " w i s e man " w h o r i g h t l y sees, i t ra ther seems 

that P a l o u ' s old journal f o r m s the first scant h u m a n 

record of a d r a m a t h a t w a s set b y the A l m i g h t y upon 

the g r e e n hil ls w h o s e dest iny H e k n e w a l o n e 

C H A P T E R XII. 

T H E O R I G I N A L C A L I F O R N I A N . 

IN the C e n t u r y M a g a z i n e for July, 1889, Mr. F r e d e r i c 

R e m i n g t o n contr ibuted a chapter a b o u t Indians. 

In c los ing he a l lows himself 

to express t h a t sentiment 

which is a l m o s t universal 

a m o n g those whose f a t e has 

led them into a n y t h i n g l ike 

personal acquaintance with 

the tribes and k i n d r e d s of 

the or iginal A m e r i c a n , and 

says : " I t h o u g h t then that 

the g o o d w h i t e m e n w h o 
w o u l d u n d e r t a k e t o m a k e 

f ^ ^ ^ H B B H H - T ^ Christ ian g e n t l e m e n a n d 

honest ti l lers of the soil out 

of this mater ia l w o u l d con-

tract f o r a j o b to subvert 

the processes of n a t u r e . " 

In the same issue of the 

same m a g a z i n e (see p a g e 

471) this and other opinions 

of Mr. R e m i n g t o n are d u l y 

a p o l o g i z e d for b y a wr i ter w h o m u s t have seen the 

art ic le in manuscript , and w h o m a d e his a p o l o g y in 

deference to that pecul iar f o r m of p u b l i c opinion 

which k n o w s the A m e r i c a n Indian f o r the reason that 
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it never saw him, and understands h i m per fect ly 

because it is not acquainted w i t h him, and a c c o u n t s 

for itself and its existence b y p r o m u l g a t i n g the unas-

sailable creed that i t be l ieves " in the d e v e l o p m e n t of 

publ ic opinion not only fa vor a bl e to a n a w a r d of 

e x a c t justice, b u t in k n o w l e d g e of the real character 

and capac i ty of the Indian himsel f , " and also that 

" w h a t can be done w i t h the Indian is no l o n g e r a 

m a t t e r of speculat ion. M u c h h a s been d o n e in educa-

tion, in agr icul ture , in social organizat ion, and in 

dif fusion of the spirit, occupat ions and habi ts of 

c ivi l ized m e n . " 

T h a t coterie of the unconverted w h i c h is composed 

of such as d o not k n o w the Indian b e c a u s e they are 

personal ly acquainted w i t h him, and d o not under-

s tand him b e c a u s e they h a v e l ived w i t h h i m , a w a i t 

the facts , c i rcumstant ia l and in detai l , w h i c h s h o u l d 

f o l l o w e v e r y such enunciat ion of the creeds of the 

phi lanthropists . T h e y never g e t them, and are 

denied the p leasure of e i ther d i s p r o v i n g them or of 

personal ly c o n d u c t i n g a c o m m i t t e e of phi lanthropists 

into the fastnesses w h e r e a lone they m a y b e found, if 

at all , and w h i t h e r the phi lanthropists hesi tate to g o 

b y themselves, and, in fact , d o not g o , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 

the aforesaid a d v a n c e m e n t in " t h e spirit , occupat ions, 

and habits of civi l ized m e n . " It has been discovered 

that i t is of v e r y l ittle use to vis i t Indians unless 

one comes back. T h e " fr iends of the R e d M a n " are 

anxious to d o h i m a substant ia l benefit . T h e i r w a y 

of d o i n g it h a s been to " a w a k e n publ ic sent iment ," 

and they have not v e r y well succeeded e x c e p t in the 

mistake of r e g a r d i n g the P u e b l o s as " I n d i a n s , " and 

dec lar ing them to b e e x a m p l e s in proof of their posi-

tion. T h e P u e b l o s h a v e not mater ia l ly c h a n g e d in 

perhaps a thousand years. It is d o u b t f u l if they are 

" I n d i a n s " a t all. T h e publ ic h a s f o r m a n y years 

been a s k i n g for s o m e t h i n g more statistical and e x a c t 

than either U n c a s or R a m o n a . T h e r e w a s a lso one 

lone and sol i tary Indian saint. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H e r n a m e , w a s K a t h e r i n e 

T e - g a h - K o u - i - t a , a n d she 

be longed to a tribe in i ts d a y 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ tfTwil s u b j e c t remotely to the Ghris-

tian a m e n i t i e s of the N e w 

fe^^^^i^^^j^BI E n g l a n d w h e r e m o s t of the 

friends, the inf luential f r iends 

at least, of the R e d M a n and 

B r o t h e r h a v e a l w a y s dwelt . 

T h i s saintess w a s so g o o d that 

" s h e m i n g l e d dir t with all she 

a t e : " not in the casual tribal 

w a y , b u t so t h a t the v i a n d s 

real ly tasted of i t to her ; and 

thus died, h a l f - s u i c i d e and 

I hal f -martyr , y e t probably o n l y 

of acute inf lammation of the 

PUEBLO GIRL. duodenum, and t h e genera l 

public decl ines to accept her as an a d v a n c e d e x a m p l e 

of either. 

S o f a r as the g r e a t b o d y of Indians is concerned, 

such a d v a n c e m e n t as they have m a d e has been 

b r o u g h t a b o u t not b y the vo ice of phi lanthropy or 

the act ion of the government , b u t b y the s imple 

physical fac t of the disappearance of the beasts of 



t h e c h a s e , and, n o t a b l y , b y t h e e x t e r m i n a t i o n of the 

b i s o n . T h e y have a d v a n c e d , f o r t h e s i m p l e m i n d of 

t h e ch i ld o f n a t u r e h a s g r a s p e d in a l l i ts c o m p l e x i t y 

t h e t e r g i v e r s a t i o n t h a t b e e f is b e e f , w h e t h e r i t c o m e s 

f r o m u n d e r a s p o t t e d h i d e o r a b r o w n a n d s h a g g y 

one . C o r n is a n o l d t h i n g t o t h e m , a n d t h e s q u a w s 

ra ise it a n y w a y . A s t o s t a y i n g on his r e s e r v a t i o n , he 

s i m p l y d o n ' t , a n d o n l y p r e t e n d s t o f o r r e a s o n s of 

p o l i c y . H e h a s a d o p t e d t h e h o e as h e d i d t h e w h i t e 

m a n ' s g u n , b e c a u s e it is m o r e e f f e c t i v e . T h e s e , in 

br ie f , c o n s t i t u t e h i s " w h i t e m a n ' s i d e a s . " T h e r e a r e 

n o t s o m a n y " o u t b r e a k s " as t h e r e w e r e , m e r e l y 

b e c a u s e h e is b u r d e n e d w i t h h e r d s of h o r s e s and 

c a t t l e w h i c h h e d o e s n o t w i s h to s c a t t e r a n d lose , a n d 

t h e s i t u a t i o n h a s c o m e a b o u t w i t h o u t his m e n t i o n , 

a n d m u c h t o his p e r s o n a l d i s g u s t . H i s e d u c a t i o n it 

C a r l i s l e o r H a m p t o n e n d s in his r e - a d o p t i o n of t h e 

b l a n k e t , or , if it d o e s not , it is t i m e t h e f r o n t i e r s m a n 

s h o u l d b e p i l lor ied f o r t h e s l a n d e r s h e h a s been 

u t t e r i n g in d e f y i n g c i v i l i z e d m a n k i n d t o p r o d u c e a 

s w o r n r o s t e r of t w o d o z e n n a m e s of t h o s e w h o h a v e 

g r a d u a t e d a n d y e t retain the g a r m e n t s of their scho-

last ic d a y s . 

T h e r e is, in s o m e r e s p e c t s , a n e x c e p t i o n , a n d t h a t 

e x c e p t i o n is he w h o w i l l b e a t t e m p t e d to b e d e s c r i b e d 

in th is c h a p t e r . H e w a s the O r i g i n a l C a l i f o r n i a n , a n d 

h e has a v o i d e d a l l d iscuss ion as t o w h a t shal l b e d o n e 

w i t h h i m n o w b y m o s t l y g o i n g h i m s e l f b e f o r e t h e ques-

t ion h a d a t t r a c t e d o t h e r t h a n that m e r e l y c u r s o r y 

p u b l i c g l a n c e w h i c h is g i v e n t o a c r i m e a l r e a d y c o m -

m i t t e d . In his p r i m e he w a s u n i q u e in h i s s a v a g e r y , 

a n d in h i s d e c a y a n d d e a t h p a t h e t i c in his r e f u s a l o f 

the c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h s u i t e d or w e r e a c c e p t e d b y all 

o t h e r p e o p l e s a n d t r i b e s w h o w e r e i n d e p e n d e n t , 

t r e a t y - m a k i n g p o w e r s , a n d y e t " w a r d s o f t h e g o v e r n -

m e n t . " T h e P a d r e s c a m e a n d f o u n d h i m a s h e w a s 

o r i g i n a l l y , t h e " D i g g e r , " t h e c o m p l e t e s t s a v a g e t h e 

c o n t i n e n t e v e r k n e w . T h e y d i d n o t i n v e s t i g a t e h i m 

b e f o r e h a n d , a n d k n e w h i m n o t w h e n t h e y c a m e , a n d 

h a d t h e n o t i o n s of h i m t h a t w e r e then o r a l i t t le 

ear l ier c u r r e n t in r e g a r d to all I n d i a n s . H e w a s d i f -

f e r e n t f r o m t h e o t h e r s , v e r y l u c k i l y f o r t h e miss ion-

ar ies . D u r i n g t h e e n t i r e h i s t o r y of t h e F r a n c i s c a n s 

in C a l i f o r n i a h e n e v e r k i l led a n y of t h e m b u t o n c e . 

T h e i r first e n t r a n c e w a s u n o b s t r u c t e d , a n d t h e y pos-

sessed t h e e n t i r e l a n d in peace . T h i s s i n g u l a r w h i t e 

m a r k a c r o s s t h e p a g e of A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y is n o t to 

b e a c c o u n t e d f o r ent i re ly b y t h e p e a c e f u l m i s s i o n of 

t h e fa thers , s ince c o n q u e s t b y o c c u p a t i o n is n e v e r t h e -

less c o n q u e s t , a n d 50 in a brief t i m e h a v e a l l t h e t r i b e s 

save t h e s e r e g a r d e d it. T h e y w e r e t o o b a r b a r o u s t o 

h a v e t h e i d e a of a p r o p e r t y in t h e soil , too e a s y - g o i n g 

t o o b s e r v e c o n t i n u o u s a n d g r a d u a l a g g r e s s i o n s , a n d t o o 

t i m i d t o fight even a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s , w i t h a l l t h e i r 

n u m e r o u s tr ibes , a n y o t h e r t h a n b l o o d l e s s b a t t l e s o f 

b r a g g a d o c i o a n d s h o u t i n g b e t w e e n t h e l ines. W h e n 

r a r e l y t h e y d i d fight n o b o d y w a s m u c h h u r t . T h e y 

f o r m e d in t w o l i n e s a n d m a d e m u c h noise , a n d t r i e d 

t o s c a r e e a c h o t h e r . S o m e t i m e s t w o c h a m p i o n s h a d 

a d u e l b e t w e e n t h e o p p o s i n g f o r c e s a f t e r t h e m a n n e r 

of D a v i d a n d G o l i a t h , a n d , h o n o r b e i n g sat i s f ied , 

b o t h p a r t i e s r e t i r e d t o t h e i r p l a c e s a n d e v e r y b o d y 

w e n t h o m e . 



T h e Spaniards had, in their turn, the usual ideas 

of the t imes above referred to, and some of these 

notions are curious as matters of reference. Ear ly 

misconception of the Indian, not o n l y in Europe , b u t 

b y those w h o had ful l opportuni ty for observat ion on 

these shores, w a s s o m e t h i n g almost grotesque. T h e y 

were j u d g e d not as Indians; not as one looks upon a 

barbaric cur ios i ty ; b u t b y the s tandards of the times. 

A n d a m o n g those standards w a s surely one which 

varied considerably from that of later t imes in regard 

to female loveliness, for it w a s said b y some of the 

earliest w h o saw them that they were " t a l l , hand-

some, t imbered p e o p l e , " and that a m o n g the women 

w e r e some " that whi le y o u n g are verie comel ie " — 

" m a n y pretty brunet tes and spider-fingered lassies." 

" B r u n e t t e s , " forsooth, and "spider- f ingered " quotha. 

D o u b t l e s s these wilderness-saunterers had n o t seen 

a w o m a n for so l o n g that possibly grease-paint and 

s t r ings of b u c k s k i n seemed to them like silk and the 

fo lds of ancient lace. 

Meant ime the Indians returned these c o m p l i m e n t s 

b y r e g a r d i n g the w h i t e s of those t imes as supernat-

ural beings. T h e r e seems to have been a genera l 

m u t u a l misconception. 

T h e g e n e r a l idea w a s that all Indians were real ly 

b o r n whi te , l ike e v e r y b o d y else, and even the acute 

Jesuits t h o u g h t their pecul iar color w a s d u e to l o n g 

e x p o s u r e and " bear 's g r e a s e . " O n e historian states 

t h a t " al l their babies are d y e d w i t h h e m l o c k b a r k , " 

and therefore had a l i teral " t a n , " and even W i l l i a m 

P e n n g r a v e l y s a y s that they were " dark, b u t b y 

d e s i g n . " 

In those t imes all pet ty chiefs w e r e " k i n g s , " and 

the t a w d r y and rancid " h e a p b i g I n j u n " w a s not the 

fiction a n d h u m b u g of these irreverent days . T h e 

reader k n o w s that there w a s a question a b o u t the 

legal i ty and propriety of the m a r r i a g e of a g i r l w h o 

used to turn h a n d s p r i n g s and stand on her head f o r 

the delectat ion of a frontier garrison, and k n o w n as 

P o caho ntas , to a plain man 

w h o w a s only a commoner , 

mere ly because " P o k y " w a s 

a " p r i n c e s s . " T h e r e is some-

w h e r e in old files still to be 

found an official l e t t e r of 

those d a y s w h i c h w a s ad-

dressed to " T h e Emperor of 

C a n a d a . " 

O u r P i l g r i m F a t h e r s had 

an idea that the incantations 

of their Medic ine Men real ly 

_ could and did b r i n g rain, and 

R o g e r W i l l i a m s and E l i o t 

FROM T H E PENINSULA. w e r e m o r e o r l e s s ; n c l i n e d to 

the opinion that in them the d o i n g s of the D e v i l w e r e 

graphica l ly i l lustrated. F i r m l y establ ished as t h e y 

were in the idea of the w a n d e r i n g personal i ty of one 

Satan, and t h e y themselves b e i n g C h i l d r e n of L i g h t , 

the P i l g r i m s a l m o s t universal ly accused these s a v a g e 

necromancers of some h i d d e n connect ion w i t h him 

w h o m t h e y cal led " y e Devi l l , w h i c h entereth into y e 

hearts of y e u n c o n v e r t e d . " It w a s an easy solution, 

and convenient , theolog ica l ly , of the simplest and 

m o s t transparent of s a v a g e h u m b u g s . B u t Bra inerd , 



C h a m p l a i n , W h i t t a k e r , Josslyn, R o g e r Wi l l iams, and 

others, real ly be l ieved in the genuineness of the 

I n d i a n w i t c h c r a f t and sorcery, and that the results 

of them were supernatural . 

A l l the l i terature of these t imes in regard to 

Indians is a display of learned fo l ly . T h e r e w a s 

a m o n g other items, a discussion of their or igin, w h i c h 

w a s returned to w i t h t ireless industry . A d a m b e i n g 

their natural father, a n d w h i t e people b e i n g , as they 

s h o u l d be, those for w h o s e or ig in there w a s no 

necessity of a c c o u n t i n g , the question w a s w h e r e did 

Indians c o m e from, a n d w h y w e r e they as t h e y were. 

T h e y w e r e the chi ldren of C a n a a n , the son of H a m ; 

the L o s t Tr ibes , etc., etc., and the quest ion that has 

never been sett led, and w h i c h there is n o g r e a t 

necessi ty for sett l ing, ag i tated those g r a v e minds 

severely . T h o s e primit ive days , as c o m p a r e d w i t h 

the present, are themselves a s t u d y in evolution, as 

ours wi l l u n d o u b t e d l y be t o the d a y s w h i c h are to 

come, w i t h only the difference that we k n o w we d o 

not k n o w , whi le those labor ious and conscientious 

personages were sure of themselves. 

It wi l l b e c o m e necessary in the course of a f e w 

p a g e s to refer to the actual results of the missions 

to these or iginal Cal i fornians , and the reader wi l l 

find upon invest igat ion that the saddest page of the 

story , on both sides of the continent at the same time, 

has similar outlines. A v e r y competent author i ty 

declares that " t h e patient heroism of the F r e n c h 

Jesuits m u s t a l w a y s excite admirat ion, but their 

labors for the Indian race have p r o d u c e d n o larger or 

more e n d u r i n g result than those of others w h o have 

spent themselves in the at tempt to e levate the Ameri-

can s a v a g e s . " O n e of these w a s he w h o said " Ibo et 

non redibo," a n d w e n t back to death a m o n g the h u m a n 

beasts w h o m he k n e w he c o u l d not convert , and w h o 

he also k n e w w o u l d kil l him w i t h tortures indescrib-

able. T h e s e Jesuits are especial ly mentioned because 

w h a t they and the Franc iscans could not d o w i t h the 

incorrigible s a v a g e could not be done, and w a s never 

done, b y a n y others. Breboeuf w a s one of these, and 

he died b r a v e and defiant a m i d tortures the most 

hell ish t h a t c o u l d b e invented b y that fiendish inge-

nuity that h a s descended t h r o u g h all the tribes of the 

A m e r i c a n Indian to this day, some f o r m s of w h i c h 

the present wr i ter has himself seen, to h a u n t his 

d r e a m s unti l his d y i n g hour. M a r q u e t t e w a s one, 

d y i n g a t last on the shores of L a k e Michigan, in the 

midst of a wi lderness to w h o s e t h r o b b i n g commercia l 

heart m e n n o w resort f r o m every land. B u t even the 

Jesuits d i d not succeed, m u c h less the Protestants , 

some of w h o m used, in not unnatura l indignat ion, to 

say that the w a y to c h a n g e the savages w a s to c u t 

their throats ; mere ly an ancient version of the 

a p o t h e g m of G e n e r a l Sheridan. T h e y c a u g h t y o u n g 

Indians and sent t h e m to E n g l a n d f o r training, and 

« t h e y o n l y learned the v ices of the E n g l i s h . " A col-

lege w a s f o u n d e d in Virg in ia , and ten thousand acres 

of land g i v e n it. T h e principal of the inst i tution 

w a s kil led, and the v e r y g e r m exterminated. T h e 

students of e v e r y o t h e r school invariably relapsed 

into s a v a g e r y j u s t as t h e y d o n o w . T h e u t m o s t 

zeal w e n t unrequited; the most conscient ious labors 

w e r e w i t h o u t avail, and in certain pr ivate letters 



2 o 8 THE ORIGINAL CALIFORNIAN. 

w h i c h h a v e been s p a r e d it is f o u n d that the mis-

s ionar ies s o m e t i m e s s p o k e w h a t t h e y t h o u g h t of the 

I n d i a n s of t h a t d a y , a n d the ir s e n t i m e n t s d o not 

g r e a t l y v a r y f r o m the a t r o c i o u s o p i n i o n s of the non-

p h i l a n t h r o p i s t of the b o r d e r at t h e p r e s e n t t ime. 

J o h n E l i o t , the " A p o s t l e to the I n d i a n s , " is the pr ide 

a n d praise of N e w E n g l a n d P r o t e s t a n t i s m , a n d one 

w h o s e greatness as a C h r i s t i a n a n d a m a n c a n h a r d l y 

be o v e r e s t i m a t e d . In r o b e and c r o w n he d o u b t l e s s 

s t a n d s n o w w i t h his o p p o s i t e s in l i fe ; w i t h Brebceuf 

and M a r q u e t t e and J o g u e s ; in the s h i n i n g r a n k s that 

g u a r d the b a t t l e m e n t s of heaven, and in the service 

of H i m w h o m e a s u r e s not b y a n y h u m a n s t a n d a r d 

of c r e e d o r of success . H e t r a n s l a t e d the w h o l e 

B i b l e in to a d i a l e c t s p o k e n b y o n l y a f e w t h o u s a n d 

p e o p l e , and t h o u g h t it w o r t h whi le , and it r e m a i n e d 

a f e w y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s an i n d e c i p h e r a b l e c u r i o s i t y 

w h i c h h a d never b e e n used, and a l m o s t all his e f forts 

w e r e in the end q u i t e as useless. T h e p i e t y of his 

I n d i a n c o n v e r t s b e g a n a n d e n d e d at a v e r y l o w 

m a r k on t h e scale of r i g h t l i v i n g . H i s m o s t t r y i n g 

e x p e r i e n c e w a s t h e m o r a l ins tabi l i ty of his people . 

H i s e d u c a t i o n a l s c h e m e s al l fa i led , h i s o n l y Indian 

c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e d ied a t t w e n t y y e a r s of a g e , a n d 

others , a f t e r convers ion, e n g a g e d in P h i l i p ' s massacres , 

a m o n g them the v e r y m a n w h o , as t h e o n l y I n d i a n 

p r i n t e r that e v e r l ived, had h e l p e d h i m to issue his 

f a m o u s B i b l e . A n d finally t h e r e m a i n i n g c o n v e r t s 

t o the f a i t h f u l w o r k of a l l these g r e a t a n d g o o d men, 

t h o u g h C h r i s t i a n s o n l y a f t e r a modi f ied Indian s tand-

a r d of p iety , p r o c e e d e d to die. A l i k e in N e w E n g -

l a n d and C a l i f o r n i a , the v i r t u e s of the w h i t e man, his 

pieties, m o r a l s and bel ie fs h a v e b e e n a s f a t a l to the 

I n d i a n as his vices. J o h n B r a i n e r d , a n o t h e r v e t e r a n 

Indian Miss ionary , w a s c o n s t r a i n e d to say a t the las t ; 

" T h e r e is too m u c h truth in the c o m m o n s a y i n g , 

' Indians wi l l b e I n d i a n s . ' " I t m a y b e m u c h to say , 

a n d s h o c k i n g t o the reader , b u t the g r e a t mass of 

t e s t i m o n y w h i c h m u s t b e elic-

i ted u p o n a n y c a r e f u l e x a m i n a -

t ion of the h i s t o r y of the b e i n g s 

w h o m w e cal l I n d i a n s , wi l l 

s h o w t h e m c h a n g e l e s s in a 

c h a r a c t e r f o r w h i c h the w o r d 

" a w f u l " i s o n l y s l i g h t l y de-

scr ipt ive ; g o i n g s teadi ly d o w n 

to e x t i n c t i o n a n d ob l iv ion 

u n c h a n g e d b y a n y p o w e r , 

h u m a n or d i v i n e ; w i t h the 

f o r m s a n d m a n y of the a c u t e s t 

sensibi l i t ies and p a s s i o n s of 

men, y e t in a l l their h i s t o r y 

i n c o r r i g i b l e as t h e h y e n a w h o m 

the c a g e n e v e r t a m e s 

B u t since t h e w h o l e e a r l y h i s t o r y of miss ions o n 

the A t l a n t i c coast is w r i t t e n in b lood, and that of the 

P a c i f i c is m a r g i n e d o n l y b y the m a r k s of s u b m i s s i v e 

s t u p i d i t y and final d e c a y , a n d b o t h b e l o n g l a r g e l y to 

the s a m e per iod , s o m e c u r i o s i t y is e x c i t e d u p o n the 

q u e s t i o n of the di f ference, a n d w h y ? S e r r a a n d his 

c o m p a n i o n s w e n t to m e e t d e a t h if n e c e s s a r y , and 

w e r e w i l l i n g t o m e e t it, and it w a s i n t e n d e d t h a t this 

b e a u t i f u l s o l i t u d e should be consecrated b y the b l o o d 

of m a r t v r s if i t should b e the w i l l of G o d . Instead, 
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they met with both a success and peace hi therto and 

since u n k n o w n in all the annals of the faith. In thirty 

years or less their converts had b e c o m e their ser-

vants , and they themselves were no l o n g e r self-deny-

i n g missionaries, suf fer ing in the cause , but hacendados 

w e a r i n g an ecclesiastical uni form, and m a n a g i n g vast 

and product ive estates w i t h a commercia l a c u m e n 

and an agr icu l tura l k n o w l e d g e never b e f o r e so com-

pact ly s towed beneath shaven crowns. Success was 

so great that zeal w a s disarmed, monast ic v o w s were 

forgotten, p r a y e r and faith b e c a m e merely forms. T h e 

causes of so u n w o n t e d a v i c t o r y o v e r S a t a n a m o n g 

the gent i les m i g h t have been searched for in that 

realm of miracles w h i c h in those d a y s const i tuted a 

close environment of the h o l y l ife and the m o n k ' s 

cell, had it not lain still more plainly in v i e w in the 

character of the gent i les themselves, and it is not a 

n e w inquiry w h i c h asks a f t e r the personal i ty of the 

first man who, for historical purposes, m a y be cal led 

a Cal i fornian. 
T e m e s c a l s ; G u e n o c k s , T u l k a y s , Socol lomil los , 

Sueconies , Pulpones, To lores , Ull i l lates, Matalanes, 

Salsos, Quirotes , A h w a s h t e s , A h l t o m e s , T u l o m o s , 

R o m e n o r e s — a l l the barbar ic des ignat ions of tribes 

the s a v a g e t o n g u e could twist , represented one genera l 

character w i t h dif ferences only i m p o r t a n t to them-

selves, and that genera l character is expressed b y the 

term b y w h i c h the A m e r i c a n s cal led them when they 

c a m e and found their s u c c e s s o r s ; — p l a i n " D i g g e r . ' ' 

T h i s h a s until date passed for the genera l term a p p l y -

i n g to all that w a s aboriginal in Cal i fornia . It con-

venient ly expressed c o n t e m p t and descr ibed a m o d e 

of l ife at the same time, and at a period when, in 

regard to b o t h Indians and Americans , it w a s not the 

custom to inquire too c losely a f t e r part iculars and 

antecedents . 

T h e tribes were so numerous at the advent of the 

Franciscans that a new one w a s discovered, and of ten 

t w o or three, w i t h e v e r y d a y ' s j o u r n e y . T h e y all 

spoke di f fererent l a n g u a g e s , and each o c c u p i e d its 

o w n terri tory. N o a t t e m p t at a n y c o n f e d e r a c y had 

apparent ly ever been made, and there w a s not even a 

c r u d e and incohate form of g o v e r n m e n t f o r each sep-

arate tribe. E v e r y soul in their c o u n t r y did as seemed 

unto him best, and yet never did those things w h i c h 

some rule or regulat ion or some other tr ibe of Indians, 

or some tradit ion, t h o u g h t he o u g h t not to do. T h e r e 

was a m o n g t h e m all n o form of worship, and prob-

ably not any idea or theory of religion. B a n c r o f t says : 

" T h e Mission F a t h e r s found a v i rg in field, whereon 

neither G o d nor devi l w a s worshipped." 

None of them worked, and they k n e w no form of 

industry . E v e n in such a land as S o u t h C a l i f o r n i a 

t h e y w e r e not ti l lers of the soil. T h e spoils of their 

chase were g o p h e r s , rabbits, somet imes snakes, l izards, 

bugs , mice, grasshoppers . R o o t s they ate, d i g g i n g for 

them w i t h their fingers and nails. T h e y c a u g h t fish 

on the coast, b u t had f e w or no boats, and used o n l y 

that b u n d l e of reeds cal led a "balsa,"still to b e f o u n d 

a m o n g their w i l d descendants on the u p p e r w a t e r s of 

the G u l f of Cal i fornia . T h e y w e r e somet imes armed 

w i t h that universal and effective weapon of all a g e s and 

times, the b o w and arrow, b u t w i t h them it had its 

weakest form, and of ten w a s absent entirely. T h e i r 



habitat ions were such that the house of a beaver or 

the nest of an oriole were w o n d e r s beside t h e m ; rude 

and t e m p o r a r y shelters a g a i n s t the sun o n l y ; holes in 

the g r o u n d ; b u r r o w s ; dens; and most f requent ly 

t h e y had none at all. T h e i r c lo th ing scandal ized the 

P a d r e s b y an ostentat ious absence of any at al l in 

the case of the men, and b y only some " twisted str ings 

in front, and the skin of an animal b e h i n d , " in the 

middle of the b o d y in w o m e n . S o m e t i m e s they 

fended a g a i n s t the cold, such as there was, w i t h a 

g a r m e n t of m u d f rom head to foot, and b y the time 

it dried and cracked and fe l l off, it w a s w a r m again. 

F r o m the N o r t h to the S o u t h , the f u r t h e r one trav-

eled the l o w e r and m o r e d e g r a d e d he f o u n d the 

Indians. T h o s e w h o m the Franc iscans c o n v e r t e d 

and uti l ized were , save that they w e r e of d ivers tribes 

and tongues, al l of a kind, y e t of so m a n y k inds that 

detai ls a r e conf l ict ing. T h e r e w a s an infinite diver-

sity of tribal names. Somet imes one tr ibe had three 

or f o u r names, sometimes, a p p a r e n t l y , none at all. 

O f t e n they had a des ignat ion f o r themselves, whi le 

all outs iders took the l iber ty of ca l l ing them b y 

another and different one. O c c a s i o n a l l y t h e y earned 

for themselves the reputat ion of b e i n g m o s t prodig-

ious and unnecessary l iars b y c a l l i n g themselves b y 

one n a m e a m o n g themselves , and b y another a m o n g 

strangers . E v e r y t w o or three leagues of the early 

missionary w a n d e r i n g s w o u l d show a n e w c luster of 

huts , or booths , or holes, inhabited b y a new tribe 

w i t h a d i s t i n c t l a n g u a g e , and the people of these 

" rancherias " were accustomed not to interfere with, 

or even to casual ly know, each other. N e a r w h e r e 

n o w stands S a n t a B a r b a r a there w a s a place k n o w n 

as D o s P u e b l o s , " t w o t o w n s , " w h e r e a l ittle estera, or 

sea-swamp, lay between, and the inhabitants of the 

one v i l l a g e considered the inhabitants of the o t h e r to 

be foreigners , and the estera w a s an impassable bar-

rier. A t the mission of San Car los de M o n t e r e y there 

were eleven different l a n g u a g e s spoken b y the con-

verts, and at San Francisco nine-

teen. T h e Indians of S a n L u i s 

R e y de F r a n c i a and their near 

ne ighbors of San Juan Capis trano, 

were t o t a l l y different, and those 

of them that are l e f t r e m a i n so, 

and y e t al l the tribes and k indreds 

came u n d e r the g e n e r a l des igna-

tion of " D i g g e r s " f rom an uni-

versal shift lessness w h i c h m a d e 

them akin. 

O n other d e t a i l s t h e s p a r s e 

chroniclers w h o d e i g n to mention 

them g r e a t l y differ. O n e s p e a k s 

IKTJTANTYPES:— of p e o p l e " o f a n o l i v e c o l o r , 

PUEBLO SCHOOL-GIRL. y e r y i j g h t , w i t h rather c o m e l y 

w o m e n . " A n o t h e r tells of " b r o a d - f a c e d squaws of 

a lmost A f r i c a n blackness ." T o this d a y one o b s e r v e r 

of old C a l i f o r n i a wi l l say that the Indians he has 

seen a r e very black, whi le another wi l l think those of 

his a c q u a i n t a n c e rather fair. T h e r e are in mission 

annals no stories of a n y g r e a t l ewdness of custom or 

life, b u t P o w e r s , a wri ter in the O v e r l a n d M o n t h l y , 

has said that all their unmarried w o m e n w e r e com-

mon property. T h u s , whi le the genera l l ife of the 



o r i g i n a l C a l i f o r n i a « m i g h t be fa ir ly included under 

one description if it w a s bad enough, total ly different 

impressions m i g h t b e p r o d u c e d if the h is tory was 

only that of a s ingle tribe. T h e ru le w a s at one t ime 

accepted that all deter iorated as they l ived nearer 

the coast, those in the northern interior b e i n g said to 

be " v e r y superior, and a p p r o a c h i n g m o r e near ly to 

the race's of the plains," which , if t h e y did, leads one 

to the conclus ion that the idea of superiority is a lso 

a merely relat ive one. N o rule seems to h a v e held in 

the matter of local ity. T o this day one tribe ,s some-

w h a t superior to another, or the reverse, qui te regard-

l e s s 0 f habi tat or vis ible cause, whi le the despair ing 

ax iom that " I n d i a n s wi l l be I n d i a n s " holds g o o d 

with all. E t h n o l o g y c o m e s f o r w a r d w i t h her rever-

end verdic t and declares that in all p r o b a b i l i t y the 

Cal i fornians were of a di f ferent s tock from all other 

aborig ines of the continent, and d e s c n b e s them 

c h e e r f u l l y , thus: C o m p l e x i o n , d a r k e r than^ copper-

color, nearly b l a c k ; l o w , retreat ing f o r e h e a d s b ack 

and deep-set e y e s ; square c h e e k - b o n e s ; thick hps 

v e r y w h i t e teeth; long, coarse, b lack , b u s h y and 

a b u n d a n t hair ; very l ittle beard, w i t h except ions to 

the rule; nose of the A f r i c a n t y p e ; f igure of m e d i u m 

height and physical de ve l op m e nt average . T h e 

incompatibi l i ty of this g e n e r a l figure with a persona 

doci l i ty which is b e y o n d dispute, e t h n o l o g y not 

a t t e m p t to account for, and the curious gent i le the 

P a d r e s found and converted remains very much a 

puzzle in all except his pass ing a w a y from a m o n g the 

denizens of earth. 

A l m o s t naked, w i t h only a strip of s o m e t h i n g 

round the waist , or dressed as P a l o u describes them; 

w a n t i n g no house save a shelter f rom the sun in sum-

mer and a hole in the g ro und in winter ; k n o w i n g no 

law but lax custom, and a lmost w i t h o u t even the time-

honored tribal magnates k n o w n as " c h i e f s ; " they 

found sustenance in the offal and d r o p p i n g s of 

nature, and knew b u t t w o industies : the p la i t ing of 

tule or rushes, and the preparat ion of acorns as the 

only standard f o o d they knew. T h e first t h e y made 

aprons and bui l t shelters of, the last w a s an acrid 

staple of the tr ibal larder which n o b o d y seems to 

h a v e eaten since. O n e of the troubles of the P a d r e s 

with them w a s that t h e y w o u l d not w e a r clothes, 

d i scarding them and mis-wear ing them the m o m e n t 

they w e r e out of s ight . T h e y had no " p o t s and 

kett les " of any kind, and the M o n o s and other tribes, 

whose remnants still l inger, d o not have or need them 

now. T h e interior agr icul tur is t , w h o a t " k i l l i n g 

t ime " heats w a t e r in a barrel b y p u t t i n g hot stones 

in it, unconsc ious ly imitates the earl iest c o o k e r y 

k n o w n to humanity . T h e vessel was a water- t ight 

basket in w h i c h w a t e r w a s m a d e to boil and the 

acorns to cook b y a cont inual putt ing in and t a k i n g 

o u t of heated stones. T h e metate; the mill upon 

w h i c h the Mexican w o m a n g r i n d s a w a y her l ife in 

m a k i n g tortillasj is the s a v a g e invention upon which 

these boi led acorns were m a d e into meal . Then 

t h e y scooped out a hole in the r u n n i n g stream and 

set the basket of meal there unti l w h a t w e w o u l d 

call the tannin w a s washed out , boi led it again to 

m a k e " mush," and ate it. N e a r l y every acorn had a 



w o r m in it, and it w a s counted a g o o d y e a r w h e n 

such w a s the case. C a l i f o r n i a is not a c o u n t r y v e r y 

p lent i fu l in grasshoppers , b u t such as there w e r e in 

those t imes were m a d e the most of. T h e y d u g a 

ditch, and f o r m e d a l ine of y o u n g and old, and 

encirc led the insects and dr ove them into it. T h e i r 

o n l y provision f o r the g l o o m y season w h e n grass-

hoppers w e r e not, w a s to s t r i n g them on a filament 

torn off of a yucca- leaf , l ike beads, and d r y them. 

T h e r e were l izards and " h o r n e d t o a d s " in plenty , 

and occasional snakes, only t w o variet ies of w h i c h 

are poisonous. A l l these w e r e so m u c h f o o d to the 

g e n t l e aborigines . W h e n one now sees the g r o t e s q u e 

bird called a " sage-hen," or " road-runner," s k u r r y i n g 

across the d u s t y h i g h w a y w i t h the y e l l o w bel ly of a 

horned toad g l e a m i n g crosswise in his beak, he can 

not b u t think of the hi lar ious a v i d i t y with which, 

u n d e r the same circumstances, both w o u l d have been 

chased b y the early Cal i fornian. W h e n in these 

t imes y o u visi t Y o Semite , wal led w i t h the colossal 

magnif icences t h a t m a k e y o u r inner consciousness 

throb w h e n e v e r y o u think a b o u t them af terwards , 

and which teach y o u t h e n and there that y o u have a 

soul, y o u m a y r e m e m b e r that it w a s an ancient fastness 

of the Cal i fornian, d iscovered first b y w h i t e men 

w h o chased h i m thither. T h e abor ig ines d i d not 

g o there for scenery ; i t w a s a f a m o u s place for 

acorns, and, perhaps, grasshoppers . T h e r e is n o 

l e g e n d or tradit ion to indicate t h a t he e v e r looked 

u p , u p into the b l u e b e y o n d the immeasurable 

h e i g h t s w i t h a n y q u i c k e n i n g of his sordid heart, w i t h 

a n y new-born dream or idea of the possibilit ies of a 

hereafter in which even the g r a n d e u r s Y o Semite 

m u s t sink into insignificance. 

A n d , withal , the Ca l i fornian w a s semi-herbivorous. 

H e preferred of all diet the b lossoming clover of the 

country , or w h a t w a s cal led c lover f rom its similarity 

to that fami l iar f o d d e r of c ivi l izat ion. Omnivorous-

ness would there-

fore seem to be 

one of the orig-

i n a l t r a i t s o f 

humani ty , and a 

freak n o t o r i g i -

n a t i n g with Bel-

s h a z z a r . T h e s e 

I n d i a n s are de-

c l a r e d t o h a v e 

g r a z e d i n t h e 

h e r b a g e on all-

fours l ike swine 

or catt le , and like ™ I A N T Y P E S : — Y U M A CHILDREN. 

t h e m to have g r o w n fat upon the diet. 

L i k e their kinsmen, the Y u m a s and M o j a v e s of 

the present, they had g r e a t skill in the m a k i n g of 

baskets. T h a t which is to c iv i l izat ion a lmost an 

impossibi l i ty , the w e a v i n g of a vessel of grass or fibre 

w h i c h is w a t e r - t i g h t , w a s to them easy. T h e y could 

also, in c o m m o n w i t h a l l o ther savages , c h i p arrow-

heads out of flint or obsidian, and g r i n d shell beads 

and drill them. T h e greatest skill in these industries 

existed before the missionaries came, and is found in 

the contents of g r a v e s made m a n y a y e a r before. 

A s in other regions, there are in these and s imilar 



finds s t r o n g i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t a s t h e u n n o t e d a g e s 

h a v e p a s s e d t h e y h a v e seen s u c c e s s i v e t r i b e s a n d 

k i n d r e d s c o m e a n d p a s s a w a y , e a c h o n e w i t h o u t a 

r e c o r d , a m o n u m e n t , o r a l ine of h i s t o r y . T h e las t of 

t h e s h a d o w y p r o c e s s i o n h a s n o w g o n e b y , l e a v i n g 

o n l y t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e s t o r y of t h e h u m a n r a c e 

h a s n e v e r b e e n w r i t t e n , b u t that even as g u e s s e d u p o n 

a n d i m a g i n e d , it is t h e s a d d e s t s t o r y t h e s i lent aeons 

k n o w . 

T h e s e p e o p l e h a d o n e u n i m p o r t a n t character i s t i c 

w h i c h s e e m s an i n d e x to the g e n t l e n e s s w i t h w h i c h 

t h e y w e l c o m e d t h e S p a n i a r d s . T h e y l o v e d flowers. 

T h e P a d r e s f o u n d t h e m g a r l a n d e d a n d s m i l i n g 

b e n e a t h t h e v e r y b l o o m w h i c h is t h e g l o r y of t h e i r 

l o s t c o u n t r y t o th is d a y . P e r h a p s t h e i d e a is not 

n e w b u t if t h e r e a d e r w i l l reca l l h i s f a c t s f r o m t h e 

g e n e r a l h i s t o r y of miss ions , he w i l l find t h a t w h e r -

e v e r th is r e d e e m i n g t r a i t h a s e x i s t e d a m o n g s a v a g e s 

t h e r e h a s b e e n p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y l e s s d i f f i c u l t y in p e r -

s u a d i n g t h e m to a d o p t t h e o n l y f a i t h w h i c h t e a c h e s 

t h a t l o v e r e d e e m s . T h e c o n v e r s e is so n e a r l y t r u e 

t h a t r e d e m p t i o n f r o m t h e n a t u r a l h e a t h e n i s m w h i c h 

l o v e s b l o o d a n d n o t b l o o m is rare , i n d i v i d u a l , a n d an 

e x c e p t i o n . B u t t h e y also l o v e d paint . W h a t a r e 

n o w t h e N e w A l m a d e n c i n n a b a r m i n e s w e r e in the 

old t i m e s t h e scene a n d c a u s e of m u c h of the t r i b a l 

str i fe . T h e y w a n t e d v e r m i l l i o n to m a k e t h e m s e l v e s 

p l e a s i n g w i t h a l , a n d w e r e w i l l i n g t o fight f o r it. 

B u t w h i l e , in these d a y s , t h e l o v e of pa int h a s g o n e , 

t h a t f o r flowers remains . O n e can n o t a l w a y s k n o w 

w h e t h e r t h e C a l i f o r n i a c o t t a g e b e l o n g s to a S p a n i a r d , 

or an Indian or a M e s t i z o , b u t there are a l w a y s flow-

ers there. 

T h i s M e s t i z o , m e a n i n g a m i x e d one, a h a l f - b r e e d , 

is n o t a c u r i o s i t y , a n d n o t a t a l l d i s c r e d i t a b l e to his 

a n c e s t o r s on e i t h e r s i d e . T h e S p a n i s h m i s s i o n -

soldier w a s a w o m a n l e s s man, a n d he t o o k this f lower-

l o v i n g h e a t h e n e s s t o w i f e . P a n z a w a s a g o o d f e l l o w 

in a w a y , a n d t h e R o m a n fa i th k n o w s n o d i v o r c e . 

O n e of the v e r y s t r o n g e s t m e a n s of g r a c e a t t h e dis-

posal o f the P a d r e s w a s t h e s a c r a m e n t of m a r r i a g e . 

W h e n o n e sees t h e M e s t i z o n o w h e re f lec ts u p o n t h e 

c u r i o u s m i n g l i n g t h e r e of t w o his tor ies , a n d t h e d a y s 

t h e y recal l , a n d th is s a m e m a n o r w o m a n is p e r h a p s 

the m o s t p a t h e t i c c r e a t u r e in t h e C a l i f o r n i a of t o - d a y , 

f o r t h e y r e p r e s e n t to t h e o b s e r v e r s o m e t h i n g t h e y 

are n o t c o n s c i o u s of t h e m s e l v e s . C h i l d of conquista-

dor a n d of b u g - e a t e r , t h e r e is a s t o r y on e i t h e r s i d e 

w h i c h , s e p a r a t e l y c o n s i d e r e d , s e e m too f a r a p a r t to 

e v e r b e e m b o d i e d in a s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l . 

T h e r e is s o m e t h i n g so b a r b a r o u s l y u n i q u e in t h e 

c l o u d e d a n d d o u b t f u l s tory of t h e o r i g i n a l C a l i f o r -

nian, m u c h t h a t is so c o n t r a d i c t o r y , t h a t the g e n u i n e -

ness of the b e s t a t t e s t e d f a c t s a b o u t h i m h a s been 

d o u b t e d o r d e n i e d . A l m o s t a l l t r a v e l e r s h a v e u n h e s -

i t a t i n g l y p l a c e d h i m in t h e v e r y l o w e s t n o t c h of t h e 

sca le o f h u m a n i t y , y e t a g a i n s t e v e r y super f i c ia l 

r e a s o n w h y h e s h o u l d b e so. T h e r e is no fa i rer l a n d 

t h a n C a l i f o r n i a , b u t t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t th is f a c t has 

any t e n d e n c y to p r o d u c e b e t t e r g r a d e s of h u m a n i t y 

seems f a l l a c i o u s . Here w a s a m a n w h o t i l led no 

ground, y e t w a s a n t i - n o m a d i c in t h e s t r ic tes t sense, 

10 t h a t each l i t t le tribe b e c a m e an a m u s i n g and 



r idiculous parody upon the national idea. H e was idle 

b e c a u s e the fert i l i ty of his nat ive land rendered toil 

unnecessary , and c lothed and w a r m e d and fed him. 

B e c a u s e of idleness he w a s not a fighter, for ambit ion 

and laziness do not g o together . E v e n in the arid-

ness of A r i z o n a d o w e find the remains of past civili-

zat ions, and the fever-haunted s w a m p s of Dar ien are 

the burial-places of v a s t cit ies. F u r t h e r n o r t h w a r d 

has in all t ime r a g e d the fierceness of tr ibal warfare , 

and lived the thirst of g l o r y and conquest . O n l y in 

the g o l d e n m e a n of C a l i f o r n i a d o w e find, simple v 

amiable , sordid, idle, not races of hunters and wan-, 

derers, b u t w h o l e tribes of those w h o l ive u p o n root* 

and h e r b s and insects; w h o sleep in the sun, w h o 

b u r r o w , w h o have no G o d and no devil, no law and n o 

rights, w h o gar landed their heads w i t h flowers, and 

w h o y ie lded to the first t o u c h of the invader, and 

readi ly and easily became his converts a n d his serv-. 

ants. H e a v e n or hell or angel they had not, and 

took w h a t w a s g iven them. Possess ing themselves 

no t h e o r y of or ig in or dest iny or fate , they presented 

no a r g u m e n t s against t h a t w h i c h w a s b r o u g h t to 

them. " T i l l a g e and fixed d w e l l i n g s m u s t precede 

the a d v e n t of a new re l ig ion and a n e w c o d e of l a w . " 

S o E l i o t f o u n d , and the Franc iscans g a v e both these 

to the C a l i f o r n i a n s as a pre l iminary . El iot ' s Indians 

wished to k n o w w h y G o d did not kil l the devi l and 

h a v e done w i t h him, and it is not k n o w n w h a t answer 

the apost le m a d e to this u n e x p e c t e d and logica l 

i rrupt ion of the bete noir of theology , b u t these Cal i -

f o r n i a amiables never t h o u g h t of that heroic r e m e d y 

for all human sin and sorrow. 

A n d now, a f ter a brief seventy years , came the 

inev i tab le end. E v e r y t h i n g the Indian had or knew 

had been abol ished suddenly . T h e routine of his 

aimless life, the w a n t of custom of his race, w a s 

u t t e r l y c h a n g e d . Infinitely m o r e than he had ever 

had before w a s g iven him if he w o u l d only w o r k , and 

hell was m a d e apparent to him if he 

would not, and he therefore w o r k e d 

and w a s g i v e n to. C a r e w a s taken 

of him. H e w a s not required to th ink; 

w o e b e unto his i m m o r t a l part if he 

did. T h e r e came into his s a v a g e life 

a l o n g roll of new w a n t s and new 

fears. H e learned the taste of beef, 

and thereafter the l izard e s c a p e d . 

T h e p u l p y mission g r a p e d w e l t l o n g 

upon his palate, and the herbs w e n t 

u n g a t h e r e d and the roots u n d i g g e d . 

W h e n he w a n t e d a n y of these new 

things he asked and w a s told h o w he 

m i g h t acquire t h e m : not b y manufac-

BABY AND CRADLE. ^ Q r ^ k n o w l e d g e Q f a n y p r 0 c e S S , 

but a t the hands of those fathers of g o o d , the Padres. 

E v e r y S u n d a y he g o t them, even w i t h o u t asking, if he 

had been g o o d . 

M o r e than t w o generat ions passed, and then the 

Cal i fornian had pract ical ly forgot ten h o w his fathers 

had lived. N e w wants had been invented and n e w 

habi ts formed. T h e old w o u l d not do, and the n e w 

he could not furnish for himself unaided. H e w a s a 

child, needing e v e r y d a y advice, direct ion and care. 

His barbarian independence w a s gone , b u t he had not 



a c q u i r e d t h e s e c r e t s of c i v i l i z a t i o n . H e r e a n d t h e r e 

w a n d e r e d t h e s a n d a l e d m o n k s , d i r e c t i n g , c o r r e c t i n g , 

c o n t r o l l i n g , g o v e r n i n g , as f a t h e r s a m o n g c h i l d r e n , 

e n f o r c i n g t h e l a w of c o n s c i e n c e , a d m i n i s t e r i n g t h e 

r u l e of r i g h t , a l w a y s r e s p e c t e d as the d i s p e n s e r s of a 

w i s d o m s u p e r n a t u r a l to u n t u t o r e d m i n d s , a n d as the 

d o e r s of a jus t ice b e t w e e n m a n a n d m a n that even 

c h i l d r e n m i g h t p e r f e c t l y u n d e r s t a n d . A m o n g all ques-

t i o n i n g s a n d d o u b t s u p o n w h a t s o e v e r points , it has 

n e v e r been a l l e g e d t h a t t h e F r a n c i s c a n f r i a r s w e r e not 

b e l o v e d o f their people . T h e g r e a t C h u r c h t h e y served 

u n b e n d s a m o n g the l o w l y , a n d b e c o m e s the C h u r c h 

o f w h a t e v e r t r ibe or r a c e o n c e a d m i t s its m e s s e n g e r s . 

A n d these m e s s e n g e r s , F r a n c i s c a n or Jesui t , w i t h o u t 

h o m e s or w i v e s o r loves , c o n s e c r a t e d in a t r u e r sense 

than P r o t e s t a n t i s m can k n o w to the w o r k u p o n w h i c h 

t h e y h a v e b e e n sent, l i v e a n d die c o n t e n t a m o n g those 

to w h o m t h e y h a v e o n c e b o r n e that i m p e r a t i v e mes-

s a g e w h i c h t h e y h a v e n o t fa i led t o d e l i v e r even 

t h r o u g h flame and t o r t u r e . 

T h e n c a m e t h a t t i m e , h e a r t - b r e a k i n g , we may 

g u e s s , w h i c h is e x p r e s s e d b y t h e s a d d e s t w o r d in t h e 

v o c a b u l a r y of that C a l i f o r n i a t h a t w a s , a n d t h a t w i l l 

n e v e r a g a i n be. S e q u e s t r a t i o n , l o n g d r e a d e d a n d 

l o n g a v e r t e d , c a m e a t last in t h e f o r m o f law. It 

w a s , in a p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c a l sense, r i g h t . T h e 

M e x i c a n g o v e r n m e n t m e r e l y c a r r i e d o u t t h e inten-

t ion of t h e a n c i e n t a n d d e c a y i n g p o w e r w h o s e s u c -

c e s s o r i t was , a n d no g o v e r n m e n t , h o w e v e r w e d d e d 

to t h a t a n c i e n t i d e a of t h e u n i o n of C h u r c h a n d 

State the f a l l a c y of w h i c h w a s first p e r c e i v e d by the 

framers of the American c o n s t i t u t i o n , c o u l d l o n g 

e n d u r e that a w h o l e p r o v i n c e s h o u l d p r a c t i c a l l y be 

a d m i n i s t e r e d b y the C h u r c h a l o n e . T h e ten yeurs 

o r i g i n a l l y a g r e e d u p o n h a d been p r o l o n g e d to s e v e n 

t i m e s ten. T h e t u r n of t h e S t a t e w a s l o n g o v e r d u e . 

S e q u e s t r a t i o n m e a n t t h e r e v e r s i o n of t h e l a n d s unt i l 

then u s e d , b u t n e v e r o w n e d b y t h e missions, t o the 

c o m m o n w e a l t h , the m a k i n g of t h e miss ion c h u r c h e s 

i n t o par ish c h u r c h e s , of the miss ion 

s e t t l e m e n t s into p u e b l o s ; " t o w n s , " 

a n d of t h e I n d i r . n c into c i t i z e n s . 

I t w a s , a n d has a l w a y s b e e n , a n d 

wi l l e v e r be, c o n t r a r y to the interna l 

a n d e n d u r i n g i d e a of the C h u r c h 

herse l f , b u t , a s in M e x i c o a n d I ta ly 

in st i l l l a ter t imes, a n d in l a w s f o r 

w h i c h the S o u t h C a l i f o r n i a seques-

t ra t ion w a s b u t a s h a d o w , she wi l l 

find hersel f c o n t i n u a l l y o p p o s e d b y 

those k i n g d o m s of the e a r t h w h i c h 

h a v e n o t y e t e n t i r e l y b e c o m e the , 

k i n g d o m s of the L o r d a n d of H i s 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s . 

Y e t w a s s e q u e s t r a t i o n in C a l i f o r n i a b a s e d upon a 

pr imal e r r o r so s e r i o u s t h a t it a l m o s t o b l i t e r a t e s t h e 

w o n d e r f u l s t o r y of the missions, a n d g i v e s us p a u s e 

as t o w h y t h e y s h o u l d h a v e e v e r been. T h i s error 

cons is ted in t h e s u p p o s i t i o n that in the I n d i a n d w e l t 

the c a p a c i t y f o r b e c o m i n g a c i t i zen . T h e l a w of 

s e q u e s t r a t i o n w a s t h e d e c r e e of h is o r p h a n a g e . C a s t 

again u p o n t h e w o r l d w h i c h h a d o n c e been his h o m e , 

all h is n e w w a n t s a g g r a v a t i n g t h e m i s e r y of a s a v a g e 

l i fe , u n a b l e l o n g e r to a v a i l h imsel f o f the a d v a n t a g e s 



of the life of either s a v a g e or cit izen, he died, and 

continues to die, until, of all the s w a r t h y hosts that 

w a t c h e d from their hills the c o m i n g of the cross-

bearers, scarce e n o u g h are le f t to furnish e t h n o l o g y 

a c lue. T h e ready vict im of disease, and the pre-

destined of exterminat ion, smal l-pox alone has laid 

them b y hundreds in u n k n o w n graves . T h e few 

instances of reversion to a lmost absolute s a v a g e r y 

have been the only exceptions to that ancient rule 

which has w o r k e d with as perfect a certainty as any 

rule appl ied to h u m a n nature ever can, and which 

e m b o d i e s an a w f u l a l ternative. C o n v e r t the A m e r -

ican s a v a g e ; even c h a n g e his life by the prel iminaries 

and preparat ions w i t h o u t ac tua l ly c o n v e r t i n g h im; 

and y o u kill him. L e a v e him alone, and y o u also 

leave u n c h a n g e d the fiat which d o o m s his soul. 

Sequestrat ion ended the d a y s of the most perfect 

form of the K i n g d o m of Righteousness , at least f rom 

a c h u r c h m a n ' s view-point, which, so far, it has been 

permitted to the world to see since Saul , the son of 

Kish, became the heir of the H e b r e w theocracy . 

T h e Franc iscans must have had their natural and 

h u m a n view of the s i tuat ion. T h e y saw blasted not 

only the present situation, b u t future hopes. O n e b y 

one, or by t w o s and threes, they went a w a y never to 

return. F o l l o w i n g the act, and between it and the 

deed, c a m e all the proverbial evi ls of Spanish admin-

istration. T o g o , and g o q u i c k l y , w a s the end of the 

prayers and toils and hopes of F r a y Junípero Serra. 

T h e r e is a reason, perhaps, e m b o d i e d in these few 

w e e k s or months of final wai t ing , w h y mission life is 

a blank as to all the detai ls w h i c h g o to make up a 
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picture. If there are diaries, journals , personal nar-

ratives, hints, descriptions, they are lost. It w a s not 

the intention that they should b e preserved. P e r h a p s 

every c o w l e d brother of them, s i n k i n g a g a i n into the 

b r o w n ranks of his order, l e a v i n g his soul 's children 

to w a n d e r and starve a f t e r a f a t h e r h o o d that had 

b e c o m e tradit ional , a b a n d o n i n g forever the fair land 

that had witnessed the p e a c e f u l t r i u m p h of his fa i th, 

wished in his heart that the C a l i f o r n i a missions had 

never been. H e said: " E v e n so does m a n w o r k , and 

w i t h G o d is the result. L e t us g o . " T h e n came the 

secular parish priests, w i t h o u t flocks a lmost f rom the 

b e g i n n i n g of their pastorates, and a m i d silence, isola-

tion and quick decay, an unholy miracle of disappear-

ance seems to have been w r o u g h t w h e r e b y the pre-

c ious vessels of the sanctuary , the sacred j e w e l r y 

w h i c h showed the exquis i te h a n d i w o r k of the past, 

the vessels of the temple, were coined into sordid half-

dollars. T h e reign of n e g l e c t and d e c a y w h i c h con-

t inues y e t then began, unti l now, in this g o o d y e a r 

1889, the wanderer of another race and an alien faith 

sees a r o u n d him s o m e w h a t of that which has been 

imper fec t ly descr ibed in these pages. T h e r e is no 

past , y e t that which w e cal l the past cannot be 

recal led. L e t the visitor to C a l i f o r n i a remember, 

care less ly perhaps, y e t still remember , that a b o u t 

him lie the ruins of that t ime w h i c h is the c o n n e c t i n g 

l ink between a past so remote that a b o u t it hangs 

a mist which is l ike the purple vai l of the Cal i for-

nian hills, and that w o n d e r f u l present w h i c h even 

they w h o see m a y not believe in, so much is it like the 

r u b b i n g of the lamp, so nearly the reality of an 

A r a b i a n tale. 

T h e O r i g i n a l C a l i f o r n i a n , e m b o d y i n g t h e f a c e , h a b i t s a n d p r o c l i v i t i e « o f 

t h e e a r l i e r t i m e , m a y n o w o n l y b e c a u g h t i n g l i m p s e s a n d s h a d o w s . W h a t 

m a y s o m e t i m e s h a v e b e c o m e o f h i m , a n d w h a t r e v e r s i o n m a y o c c u r i n t h e 

m o r a l s t a t u s o f e v e n h i m w h o w a s s p e c i f i c a l l y k n o w n a s a " M i s s i o n I n d i a n , " 

i s c u r i o u s l y i l l u s t r a t e d b y t h e f o l l o w i n g e x c e r p t f r o m a C a l i f o r n i a n e w s p a p e r 

o f v e r y r e c e n t d a t e : 

" M r . C . L . B a c h e l l e r , U n i t e d S t a t e s M a s t e r In C h a n c e r y , i s e n g a g e d i n 

t a k i n g t e s t i m o n y i n a v e r y i m p o r t a n t c a s e , w h i c h w i l l b e d e c i d e d b y t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s C i r c u i t C o u r t . I t i s t h e c a s e o f J o h n M o r o n g o a n d o t h e r M i s -

s i o n I n d i a n s a s w a r d s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a g a i n s t J o h n G . N o r t h a n d 

R i c h a r d G i r d , t o q u i e t t h e t i t l e t o 45,000 a c r e s o f l a n d i n S a n B e r n a r d i n o 

c o u n t y , c l a i m e d b y t h e I n d i a n s a s a p a r t o f t h e i r r e s e r v a t i o n , a n d b y d e f e n d -

a n t s u n d e r a g r a n t t o t h e m f r o m t h e S o u t h e r n P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d C o m p a n y . 

T h e l a n d i n d i s p u t e i s a l l e g e d b y p l a i n t i f f s t o b e a p a r t o f t h e P o t r e r o r e s e r -

v a t i o n a n d i s v e r y v a l u a b l e . T h e w i t n e s s e s f o r t h e p l a i n t i f f a t t r a c t a g o o d 

d e a l o f a t t e n t i o n , a n d a r e c u r i o s i t i e s i n t h e m s e l v e s . D e p u t y U n i t e d S t a t e s 

M a r s h a l R . J . D o m i n g u e z h a d a l o n g h u n t f o r t h e m i n t h e Y u m a d e s e r t , w h e r e 

t h e t h e r m o m e t e r s t o o d 120 d e g r e e s i n t h e s h a d e . T h e s e w i t n e s s e s , five i n 

n u m b e r , a r e I n d i a n s , a n d t h e y o u n g e s t is 75 y e a r s a n d t h e o l d e s t n o . T h e 

o l d e s t m a n , J u a n S a b e r i a , i s s u p p o s e d t o b e t h e o l d e s t I n d i a n a l i v e i n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . H e w a s 12 y e a r s o l d w h e n t h e o l d M i s s i o n S a n G a b r i e l w a s 

b u i l t , a n d s a w it a t t h e t i m e . A n o t h e r I n d i a n , J u a n C a h u i l l a , i s a b o u t 1 1 5 

y e a r s o l d . H a r a b i s i o C a b a z o n , t h e c h i e f o f t h e w h o l e t r i b e , i s 80 y e a r s o l d . 

H e i s t h e s o n o f t h e o l d c h i e f w h o d i e d f o u r y e a r s a g o a t t h e a g e o f 140. 

F r a n c i s c o A p a c h e i s 105 y e a r s o l d . H e is s a i d t o h a v e b e e n g i v e n h i s s u r n a m e 

w h e n h e m a r r i e d a n A p a c h e w o m a n . H e a l s o s a y s t h a t h e s a w t h e O l d M i s -

s i o n c h u r c h w h e n i t w a s b u i l t . S i n c e t h e n h e h a s b e e n o n t h e w a r p a t h 

s e v e r a l t i m e s , i n A r i z o n a . R a m o n L a r g o , t h e n e x t i n a g e , s a y s h e i s y e a r s 

o l d . T h e M i s s i o n w a s b u i l t w h e n h e w a s b o r n . H e is a n o t h e r w a r r i o r a n d 

h a s b e e n o n t h e w a r p a t h s e v e r a l t i m e s . T h e s e s p e c i m e n s o f a g e d h u m a n i t y 

w e r e b r o u g h t h e r e t o t e s t i f y t o t h e l e n g t h o f t i m e t h e I n d i a n s h a v e b e e n in 

p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e l a n d s c l a i m e d , a n d t h e d e f e n d a n t s w i l l h a v e a b a r d l i m e in 

o b t a i n i n g w i t n e s s e s w h o w i l l g o b a c k f u r t h e r i n t h e i r r e c o l l e c t i o n s . R e c e n t l y 

t h e y h a v e b e e n l i v i n g i n t h e d e s e r t u n d e r t h e m e s q u i t e t r e e s o n f>tckth, o r t h e 

b e a n of t h e t r e e . T h e y h a v e w h i t e b e a r d s a n d g r i z z l e d h a i r a n d a r e q u e e r 

l o o k i n g i n d i v i d u a l s . " 




