DOCTOR CONGALTON'S LEGACY

CHAPTER 1
THE READING OF THE WILL

THE click and purr of the shuttle had ceased.
No line of weft had been laid in the furrowed
woof during that sti]] and sultry afternoon.
Tinny Walker’s mallet Was at rest beside squares
of white metal on the workshop bench, and
there was not even a quiver of heat at the
chimney-head of the smithy. Nature, too,
seemed in sympathy with the general cessation
of human industry. It may have been the
apathy of the listless air, but the twisted silver
lines of the waterfall at the Brig-end, held to-
gether by a blye liquid film, fel] more drowsily
than usual among the lichened rocks. Sliding
past, the river lipped its loamy banks with
lingering gentleness, and fretted less than com-
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THE READING OF THE WILL

over the dipping-vat and indulge in surmises as

to other people’s affairs or gather the news from
a passing neighbour.

The central situation of Brough’s workshop,

combined with the social disposition of its
occupant, made the place a favourite rendezvous

for such as had leisure to exchange views on
the topics of the hour.

Robin pushed on with his tea without loss of

time, and repaired across the bridge to the work-
shop in his white shirt-sleeves.

Once inside, he
closed the lower half of the door, and placing

his elbows on it restfully, turned his eyes to the
left. The mellow air was charged with the fra-

grance of hawthorn and apple-blossom. Ch-ch-

ch-chir-ee, chir-ee sang the robin among the
chestnut spikes overhead; but the candle-
maker was not a thinking man, and did not
bother with nature. His eye listlessly followed
the white ascending road which ran for a space
between green hedges. Further on to the
right the sylvan wall was broken by a modest

thatched building, in front of which swung a

sign-plate, illustrating in appropriate colour that
the designation of the place was the Wheat-
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my wife, that Jean Lowry read that book till
she had a’ the troubles it speaks o’, ane after the
ither, and whiles she had twa're three on her at
ae time."”

“ And like enough she wud be takin’ med’cins

and stuffs that her system couldna staun’)”

deplored William Caughie, looking sapiently
through his horn specs. William was great on
human organs and ailments. * Just that— she
took whatever the book said was guid for the
trouble she had on her mind at the time. What
mortal woman, or man either, could thole that?
I alloo the fricht wud help, but the doctor said
when he opened her it was nothing but Buchan
here and Buchan there, a’ through her inside.”

“It was mortal skilly o’'m to fin’ that oot,”
Lawson ventured, fondly hoping the colloquy
might now set on Broomfields.

“The doctor was an eccentric being,” the
carrier said.

“ That’s about it,” Jaik Short announced,
with approval. Short was the engine-driver
on the branch line. Trains had to be run, as

he said, in spite of fairs and funerals, and he

had come over from the junction, after stabling
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14

— o

L A

5

gas st~ JUTETR ]

THE RE -
1E READING OF THE WILI

“There’s
tinfecli re’s no enough o' ye,” said Mcl
eelingly. The ti S McLennan
e gly The tinsmith, like some other Ii !
€, req ] 0 Z er it
“Mmlt | equired keeping down Ty tle
ants a big, prese : : 1at job
Will: g, presentable, sober-looking J
illiam Cauchie g man, like
ugnie.

e o Still-an-on Walker, ver a
¢ fellow compared wi’ yon ]
shirpet

b(_)d}' the
1e factc r
x actor, wha walked wi’ his n i
ose i’ the

dir as = dli. > AC
L~ = nort t

il | 1 wa mn I l! It wa 00t O 1)1( =

€

If that n

he ¢hinks h; at man was half et
L‘thlnl\b himself, he wud let oot for as big as

(hired mourner). of; & saulliess

behind a corp

Short 1
1ad reas
= d reason to have a different opini
1e factor ; e
B » and changed the subject by aski
e sking
e y anything had been heard at :
ctor's will. Tt : s
- 1e  engine-driv
o ; ¢ river w: C
native. Zedie L.: ; e
B ie Lawson jumped from the
as shot up by i ehe
y a spring. He fi
would be redd up now 2 Lo e
“I suppose ith
ppose the brither gets a’ 2” S
i S g Short pre-
“Windy-ye
v-ve T =
answ y-yett was invited to the readi
nswered Brougl L3 : i
lnipi gh. T'here’s no saying.”
He'll be a daer” St
driver concluded

great frien’s.

e \ rustee), the engine-

Oowic :

- wie and the doctor were
no astonish me if he has left

15




DOCTOR CONGA LTON’S LEGACY
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farrant words are by-ord’nar for senselessness.
Tt was first party this, and second party that, and
aforesaid the ither, till I was clean dumfoonert.
Lord, I wis’ the mistress had been there; but

somehoo it rins in my head that the doctor has

left his ain brither and the feck o' his siller

to oor Bell.””
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CHAPTER II
THE OPINION OF COUNSEL

BROOMFIELDS was a substantial baronial
building erected within about an acre of
ground. It commanded a view of the village
and the valley of the Garnet. There was a
patch of lawn in front, broken at intervals by
crescents and squares, in which pansies and
white lilies were in the meridian of blossom.
An old-fashioned garden behind, with gnarled
fruit trees, common vegetables, and herbaceous
plants justified the inference that the gardener,
to be fully employed, must have other duties
to perform. It was a beautiful June morning
some days after Dr. Congalton’s funeral. A
soft shower had raced over the landscape, leav-
ing a perfume of white clover and sweet-briar on
the relapsing air. A blackbird out of sight
somewhere among the blue-green palms of the
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