CHAPTER XX

“Land of Albanial let me bend mine eyes =
On thee; thou rugged nurse of savage men !
—CHILDE HAROLD.

THE heavens-were still studded with stars, Wh(_an Hawlf:-
eye came to arouse the sleepers. Casting amde. their
cloaks Munro and Heyward were on their feet while the

woodsman was still making his low ecalls, at the entrance &

of the rude shelter where they had passed the night.

When they issued from beneath its concealment, they :

found the scout awaiting their appearance nigh by, and
the only salutation between them was the significant ges-
ture for silence, made by their sagacious leader.

““Think over your prayers,’’ he whispered, as they ap-
proached him; ‘‘for He to whom you make them, knows
all tongues; that of the heart, as well as those of t_he
mouth. But speak not a syllable; it is rare for a white
voice to pitch itself properly in the woods, as we have
seen by the example of that miserable devil, the singer.
Come,’” he continued, turning toward a curtain of the
works; ““let us get into the ditch on this side, and be
regardful to step on the stones and fragments of wood
as you go.””’

His companions complied, thongh to two of them the
reasons of this extraordinary precaution were yet a mys-
tery. When they were in the low cavity that surrounded
the earthen fort on three sides, they found the passage
nearly choked by the ruins. With care and patience,
however, they suceeeded in clambering after the scout,
until they reached the sandy shore of the Horican.

““That’s a trail that nothing but a nose can follow,”’
said the satisfied scout, looking back along their difficult
way; ‘‘grass is a treacherous carpet for a flying party to
tread on, but wood and stone take no print from a moe-
casin. Had you worn your armed boots, there might, in-

deed, have been something to fear; but with the deer-skin = '
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suitably prepared, a man may trust himself, generally, on
rocks with safety. Shove in the canoe nigher to the land,
Unecas; this sand will take a stamp as easily as the butter
of the Jarmans on the Mohawk. Softly, lad, softly; it
must not touch the beach, or the knaves will know by
what road we have left the place.’””

The young man observed the precaution; and the scout,
laying a board from the ruins to the canoe, made a sign
for the two officers to enter. When this was done, every-
thing was studiously restored to its former disorder; and
then Hawkeye succeeded in reaching his little birchen
vessel, without leaving behind him any of those marks
. which he appeared so much todread. Heyward was silent
until the Indians had cautiously paddled the canoe some
distance from the fort, and within the broad and dark
shadow that fell from the eastern mountain on the glassy
surface of the lake: then he demanded:

““What need have we for this stolen and hurried de-
parture!’’

““If the blood of an Oneida could stain such a sheet of
pure water as this we float on,’’ returned the scout, *‘your
two eyes would answer your own question. Have you
forgotten the skulking reptile that Uncas slew?”’

“By no means. But he was said to be alone, and dead
men give no cause for fear.”’

‘“Ay, he was alone in his deviltry! but an Indian whose
tribe counts so many warriors, need seldom fear his blood
will Tun without the death shriek coming speedily from
some of his enemies.’’

“‘But our presence—the ‘authority of Colonel Munro—
would prove sufficient protection against the anger of our
allies, especially in a case where the wretch so well merited
hisfate. I trustin Heaven you have notdeviated asingle
foot from the direct line of our course with so slight a
reason!’’

“Do you think the bullet of that varlet’s rifle would
have turned aside, though his sacred majesty the king
had stood in its path?’’ returned the stubborn scout.
“Why did nof the grand Frencher, he who is captain-
general of the Canadas, bury the tomahawks of the Hurons,
if a word from a white can work so strongly on the natur’ of
an Indian?”’
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The reply of Heyward was interrupted by a groan from
Munro; but after he had paused a moment, in deference
to the sorrow of his aged friend he resumed the subject.

““The marquis of Montealm can only settle that error
with his God,’” said the young man solemnly.

‘‘Ay, ay, now there is reason in your words, for they
are bottomed on religion and honesty. There is a vast
difference between throwing a regiment of white coats
atwixt the tribes and the prisoners, and coaxing an angry
savage to forget he carries a knife and rifle, with words
that must begin with ecalling him your son. No, no,”
continued the scout, looking back at the dim shore of
William Henry, which was now fast receding, and laugh-
ing in his own silent but heartfelt manner; “‘I1 have puta
trail of water atween us; and unless the imps can make
friends with the fishes, and hear who has paddled across
their basin this fine morning, we shall throw the length of

the Horican behind us before they have made up their =

minds which path to take.”’

‘“With foes in front, and foes in our rear, our journey
is like to be one of danger.”’

“Danger!’’ repeated Hawkeye, calmly; ‘‘no, not abso-
lutely of danger; for, with vigilant ears and quick eyes, we
can manage to keep a few hours ahead of the knaves; or, if
we must try the rifle, there are three of us who understand
its gifts as well as any you can name on the borders. No,

not of danger; but that we shall have what you may call 2 &

brisk push of it, is probable; and it may happen, a brush,
a serimmage, or some such divarsion, but always where
covers are good, and ammunition abundant.””’

It is possible that Heyward’s estimate of danger differed
in some degree from that of the scout, for, instead of
replying, he now sat in silence, while the canoe glided
over several miles of water. Just as the day dawned, they
entered the narrows of the lake,! and stole swiftly and

1 The beauties of Lake George are well known to every American tourist. In
the height of the mountains which surround it, and in artificial accessories, it is
inferior to the finest of the Swiss and Italian lakes, while in outline and purity
of water it is fully their equal: and in the number and disposition of its isles
and islets much superior to them all together. Thereare said tobe some hundreds

of islands in 8 sheet of water less than thirty miles long. The narrows, which

connect what may be called, in truth, two lakes, are crowded with islands to such

a degree as to leave passages between them frequently of only a few feet in

width. The lake itself varies in breadth from one to three miles.
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cautzgusly among their numberless little islands. It was
by this road that Montealm had retired with his army

and the adventurers knew not but he had left some of hié
qulans in ambush, to protect the rear of his forees, and
collect the stragglers. They, therefore, approached the
passage with the customary silence of their guarded habits.

Chingachgook laid aside his paddle; while Uneas and
!:he scout urged the light vessel through crooked and
intrieate channels, where every foot that they advanced
exposed them to the danger of some sudden rising on their
progress. The eyes of the Sagamore moved warily from
islet to islet, and eopse to copse, as the canoe proceeded ;
al_t:c!,when a clearer sheet of water permitted, his keer.x
vision was bent along the bald rocks and impending for-
ests that frowned upon the narrow strait.

Heyward, who was a doubly interested spectator, as
“_vell from the beauties of the place as from the appreI;en-
sion natural to his situation, was just believing that he
had permitted the latter to be excited without sufficient
reason, when the paddle ceased moving, in obedience to a
sagn}z}]rl from Chingachgook.

% ‘ugh!” exclaimed Uneas, nearly at the mome
the light tap his father had made onythe side of th:ﬁsg
notified them of the vicinity of danger.

‘_‘ What now?’’ asked the scout; “‘the lake is as smooth
as if the winds had never blown, and I can see along its
sheet for miles; there is not so much as the black head of
a loon dotting the water.”’

Thg Indian gravely raised his paddle, and poeinted in
the direction in which his own steady look was riveted
Duncan’s eyes followed the motion. A few rods in theii‘
front lay another of the low wooded islets, but it appeared
as calm and peaceful as if its solitude had never been
disturbed by the foot of man.

*“I see nothing,’” he said, “‘but land and water; and a
lovely seene it is.??
~ “Hist!”? interrupted the scout. ‘‘Ay, Sagamore, there
is alwa_'y:s a reason for what you do. ’Tis but a shade
and Yot 1t is not natural. You see the mist, major, tha{:
1S Tisng above the island; you can’t eall it a fog, for it
18 more like a streak of thin clond——’
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““It is vapor from the water.”’ :

‘“That a Shild could tell. But what is _the edgmg_of
blacker smoke that hangs along its lower side, a,nq which
vou may trace down into the thicket of hazel? ’Tis from
a fire; but one that, in my judgment, has been suffered
to burn low.””’ : 3

“‘Let us, then, push for the place, and relieve our
doubts,’’ said the impatient Duncan; ‘‘the party must be
small that can lie on such a bit of land.”

““If you judge of Indian cunning }oy the rules you ﬁn_d
in books, or by white sagacity, they will lead you astray, if
not to your death,’” returned Hawkeye: examining the
signs of the place with that acuteness which distinguished
him. “If I may be permitted to speak in this matter, it
will be to say, that we have but two things to chose be-
tween: the one is, to return, and give up all thoughts of
following the Hurons 22 ;

““Never!’’ exclaimed Heyward, in a voice far too loud
for their circumstances. ! :

““Well, well,’’ continued Hawkeye, making a hasty sign
to repress his impatience; “‘I am_much of your mind
myself; though I thought it becoming my experience to
tell the whole. We must, then, make a push, and if the

Indians or Frenchers are in the narrows, run the g:.a.ntlet
though these toppling mountains. Is there reason in my
words, Sagamore?’’ ) 3
The Indian made no other answer than by dropping his
paddle into the water, and urging forwar_d the canoe. As
he held the office of directing its course, his resolution was
sufficiently indicated by the movement. Tl_le whole party
now plied their paddles vigorou_sly, and in a very 'few
moments they had reached a point whence they might
command an entire view of the northern shore of the
island, the side that had hitherto been c?ncea‘lf:d. A
‘““There they are, by all the truth of signs, whlspere’d
the scout, ‘“two canoes and a smoke. The knaves haven’t
vet got their eyes out of the mist, or we should_ hear the
accursed whoop. Together, friends! we are ]eavm,g them,
and are already nearly out of whistle of a bullet, )
The well-known crack of a rifle, whose ball came skip-

ping along the placid surface of the strait, and a shrill ‘
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yell from the island, interrupted his speech, and announced
that their passage was discovered. In another instant
several savages were seen rushing into the canoces, which
were soon dancing over the water in pursuit. These fear-
ful precursors of a coming struggle produced no change
in the countenances and movements of his three guides,
sofar as Dunean could discover, except that the strokes of
their paddles were longer and more in unison, and eaused
the little bark to spring forward like a creature possessing
life and volition.

“Hold them there, Sagamore,’’ said Hawkeye, looking
coolly backward over his left shoulder, while he still plied
his paddle; ‘‘keep them just there. Them Hurons have
never a piece in their nation that will execnte at this
distance; but ‘killdeer’ has a barrel on which a man may
calculate.”’

The scout having ascertained that the Mohicans were
sufficient of themselves to maintain the requisite distance,
deliberately laid aside his paddle, and raised the fatal
rifle. Three several times he brought the piece to his
shoulder, and when his companions were expecting its re-
port, he as often lowered it to request the Indians would
permit their enemies to approach a little nigher. At
length his accurate and fastidious eye seemed satisfied,
and, throwing out his left arm on the barrel, he was
slowly elevating the muzzle, when an exclamation from
Uncas, who sat in the bow, once more caused him to sus-
pend the shot.

“What, now, lad?’’ demanded Hawkeye; ““you saved a
Huron from the death-shriek by that word; have you
reason for what you do?’’

Uncas pointed toward the rocky shore a little in their
front, whence another war cance was darting directly
across their course. It was too obvious now.that their
situation was imminently perilous, to need the aid of
language to confirm it. The scout laid aside his rifle, and
resumed the paddle, while Chingachgook inclined the
bows of the canoce a little toward the western shore, in
order to increase the distance between them and this new
enemy. In the meantime they were reminded of the
Presence of those who pressed upon their rear, by wild
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and exulting shouts. The stirring scene awakened even §

Munro from his apathy.

T ot us make for the rocks on the main,”’ he said, with §
the mien of a tired soldier, “‘and give battle to the say-

ages. God forbid that I, or those attached to me and

mine, should ever trust again to the faith of any servani ™

!l,’
H

of the Louis

‘‘He who wishes to prosper in Indian warfare,’’ re- =
turned the scout, ““must not be too proud to learn from ®
Lay her more along the land, Saga-
more; we are doubling on the varlets, and perhaps they s

the wit of a native.

may try to strike our trail on the long calculation.””

Hawkeye was not mistaken; for when the Hurons found
their course was likely to throw them behind their chase s

they rendered it less direct, until, by gradually bearing

more and more obliquely, the two canoes were, ere long, !

gliding on parallel lines, within two hundred yards of
each other.
rapid was the progress of the light vessels, that the lake
curled in their front, in miniature waves, and their motion
became undulating by its own velocity. It was, perhaps,
owing to this circumstance, in additicn to the necessity of

keeping every hand employed at the paddles, that the®
Hurons had not immediate recourse to their firearms.

The exertions of the fugitives were too severe to continue

long, and the pursuers had the advantage of numbers.
Duncan observed with uneasiness, that the scout began to

look anxiously about him, as if searching for some further
means of assisting their flight.

‘“Edge her a little more from the sun, Sagamore,’’ said
the stubborn woodsman; “‘ I see the knaves are sparing &
man to the rifle. Asingle broken bone might lose us our
scalps. Edge more from the sun and we will put the
island between us.”’

The expedient was not without its use. A long, low
island lay at a little distance before them, and, as they
closed with it, the chasing eanoe was compelled to take a
side opposite to that on which the pursued passed. The
scout and his companions did not neglect this advantage,

but the instant they were hid from observation by the:
bushes, they redoubled efforts that before had seemed’

It now became entirely a trial of speed. So

. 10 encounter so useless an exposure.
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_prc_;digi?us. The two canoes came round the last low
point, like t\_vo coursers at the top of their speed, the
fl-lgltwes taking the lead. This change had brought ‘Ehem
n_1gher to each other, however, while it altered their rela-
tive positions.

“Yon showed knowledge in the shaping of a birchen
bark, Unca.s., when you chose this from among the Huron
canoes, i salq the scout, smiling, apparently more in satis-
faction at their superiority in the race, than from that pros-

* pect of final escape which now began to open a little upon

them. “‘The imps have put all their strength again at the
paddles, and we are to struggle for our scalps with bits
of flattened wood, instead of clouded barrels and true
ey?s. A long stroke, and together, friends.’’

‘They are preparing for a shot,’” said Heyward: ““and
as‘v‘ve are in a line with them, it can scarcely fail.’?

Get you, then, into the bottom of the canoe,”’’ returned
the scout; “‘you and the colonel; it will be so much taken
from the size of the mark.”’

Heyward smiled, as he answered-

““Itwould be but an ill example for the highest in rank
to dodge, while the warriors were under fire.”’

“‘Lord! Lord! That is now a white man’s courage!’’ ex-
claimed f:he scout; ““and like too many of his notions, not
1o be maintained by reason. Do you think the Sagam,ore
or Uncas, or even I, who am a man without a Cross, woulé
deliberate about finding a cover in the serimmage, when
aFl; opfn body would do no good? For what ha;:e the

enchers reared up their Quebec, if ing i
be done in the c]earings?"Q PR

“All that you say is very true, my friend,”’ replied
Heyward_; ““still, our customs must prevent us from doing
as Xou l\;flshf. 4

volley from the Hurons interrupted the di
as the bullets whistled about them,pDuncan sdajvciﬁhzgg
of Ul?cas turned, looking back at himself and Munro.
Notwithstanding the nearness of the enemy, and his own
great personal danger, the countenance of the young war-
10r expressed no other emotion, as the former was com-
pelled to think, than amazement at finding men willing
= Chingachgook was
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probably better acquainted with the notions of white men,
for he did not even cast a glance aside from the riveted ]
look his eye maintained on the object by which he gov-
erned their course, A ball soon struck the light and =

polished paddle from the hands of the chief, and drove it

through the air, far in the advance. A shout arose from
the Hurons, who seized the opportunity to fire another
volley. Uncas described an arc in the water with his own
blade, and as the canoe passed swiftly on, Chingachgook
yecovered his paddle, and flourishing it on high, he gave
the war-whoop of the Mohicans, and then lent his strength =

and skill again to the important task.
The clamorous sounds of ‘‘Le Gros Serpent!”” ““La
Longue Carabine!’”” ‘‘Le Cerf Agile!”” burst at once from

the canoes behind, and seemed to give new zeal to the |

pursuers. The scout seized “*killdeer’’ in his left hand,
and elevating it about his head, he shook it in triumph at
hisenemies. The savages answered the insult with a yell,

and immediately another volley succeeded. The bullets
pattered along the lake, and one even pierced the bark of *

their little vessel. No perceptible emotion could be dis-

covered in the Mohiecans during this critical moment, their

rigid features expressing neither hope nor alarm; but the
scout again turned his head, and, laughing in his own
silent manner, he said to Heyward:

““The knaves love to hear the sounds of their pieces; d

but the eye is not to be found among the Mingoes that
can caleulate a true range in a dancing eance! You see
the dumb devils have taken off a man to charge, and by
the smallest measurement that can be allowed, we move
three feet to their two!”’

Dunean, who was not altogether as easy under this nice
estimate of distances as his companions, was glad to find,
however, that owing to their superior dexterity, and the
diversion among their enemies, they were very sensibly
obtaining the advantage. The Hurons soon fired again,
and a bullet struck the blade of Hawkeye’s paddle without

i

njury.

““That will do,’’ said the scout, examining the slight
indentation with a curious eye; ‘‘it would not have cut
the skin of an infant, much less of men, who, like us,
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have been blown upon by the heavens in thei
Now, major, if you will try to use this piece o?gai?eg;eti
wood, I'll let ‘killdeer’ take a part in the conversation.”’
Heyw'ard seized the paddle, and applied himself to t.he
woz:k with an eagerness that supplied the place of skill
w_h1lg Hawkeye was engaged in inspecting the primin oi"
his r1ﬂq. The latter then took a swift aim and fired gl‘h
I@m:on in t_he bows of the leading canoe had risen w:vith :
similar object, and he now fell backward, suffering his
gun to escape from his hands into the water. In an in-
stant, h_owever, he recovered his feet, though his gestures
were wild and bewildered. At the same moment hi
panions suspended their efforts, and the chasing tS:;r?;n :
clustered together, and became stationary. Chingachg:):z
and Uncas profited by the interval to regain their wind
?hough Duncan continued towork with the most perseve <
ing _m_dustr‘y. The father and son now cast ealm b111-1-:
inquiring glar}ce_as at each other, to learn if either had
sustained any injury by the fire; for both well knew that
no cry or exclamation would, in such a moment of neces
sity have been permitted to betray the accident. A f -
large drops of blood were triekling down the shc.mlderei‘;‘fr
%:caiag‘avtgﬁrib :‘?oor;gwher;hhe pe}-lrceived that the eyes of
on the sight, raise i
zget:()llow of his hand, and wishing of;'1 tsk?gl zt;?lterw;g
ofnt h;}g If;rugzjmlfest, in this simple manner, the slightness
§ “‘Softly, softly, major,”” and the sco i
time had relqaded his rifle; “‘we are aulti’tt‘l?;hfoobgart I;ﬁ
Teady fc'nr a rifle to put forth its beauties, and you se
yo_ndfer imps are holding a council. Let ti'uem come ue
within striking distance—my eye may well be trusted ig
such a matter—and I will trail the varlets the length of
the Horican, guaranteeing that not a shot of theirs shall
at the worst, more than break the skin, while ‘killd ;
sha‘a}l“}:ol}ch the life twice in three times.,” £
e orget our errand,’’ returned the dili -
can. “‘For God’s sake let us profit by this adv;gnetz;eD::?d
mgl"egse our distance from the enemy.’’ :
Give me my children,”’ said Munro, hoarsely: “‘trifle

no 1 i 2
o ba;.n’ger with a father’s agony, but restore me mw
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habitual deference to the mandates of hls".
su;?gxﬁ%rsan}?ad taught the scout the virtue pf obedience. §
Throwing a last and lingering gle_mc? at the dlstar}i;ga?)oes. !
he laid aside his rifle, and, yehevmg_the weari - un- |
can, resumed the paddle, which he wielded with }Tmew;-,
thai,: never tired. His efforts were seconded by those ::)h 3
the Mohicans and a very few minutes ser‘fed to pl?.ce sn; 8
a sheet of water between them and their enemies, tha |
Heyward once more breathed freely. -

The lake now began to expand, and their route lay along @

awide reach, that was lined, as befpre, by high _and ragi?ld
mountains. But the islands were few, and easily avoided. :
The strokes of the paddles grew more measured and regu-38

lar, while they who plied them continued their labor, after =

the close and deadly chase from which they had just re-

lieved themselves, with as much coolness as though their §

speed had been tried in spotl;'t, r?therzstgﬁze Sunder such :
i , almost desperate, eircu . :
pr?nsssgﬁa njfyfnllowing the western sbore_, whltk}er their i
errand led them, the wary Mohican 1_nclmed his course :
more toward those hills behind which Montca]m was |
known to have led his army into the formidable fortzl‘lﬁ :
of Ticonderoga. As the Hurons, to every appearance, : j
abandoned the pursuit, there was no apparent reason for
this excess of caution. It was, however, rnamtamedh or
hours, until they had reached a bay, nigh the_ northern |
termination of the lake. Here the canoe was drlver} upog
the beach, and the whole party landed. Hawkeye an
Heyward ascended an adjacent bluff, where the former,
after considering the expanse of water l}eneath hl.l'ﬂ,.
pointed out to the latter a small black ObJe(ﬂ_:, hovering
under a headland, at the distance of several r‘rzlles. 9
““Do you see it?’’ demanded the scout. Now, w o
would you account that spot, were you Ieft. aa.h:;r_lf‘ez1
white experience to find your way through this wilder=
?I’
ne?ﬁut for its distanee and its mag?)i.tutzg;’l should sup-
i ird. n it be a living object?
o ’l"I:‘ii:, l;]rganog if good birchen bark, and paddled bs'_
fierce and crafty Mingoes. Though Providence has lent 0

those who inhabit the woods eyes that would be needleﬂ;l't
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to men in the settlements, where there are inventions to
assist the sight, yet no human organs can see all the
dangers which at this moment circumvent us. These
varlets pretend to be bent chiefly on their sun-down meal,
but the moment it is dark they will be on our trail, as
true as hounds on the scent. We must throw them off,
or our pursuit of Le Renard Subtil may be given up.
These lakes are useful at times, especially when the game
takes the water,”’ continued the seout, gazing about him
with a countenance of concern; ‘“but they give no cover,
except it be to the fishes. God knows what the country
would be, if the settlements should ever spread far from
the two rivers. Both hunting and war would lose their
beauty.”’

““Let us not delay a moment, without some good and
obvious cause.’’

“I little like that smoke, which you may see worming
up along the rock above the cance,”’ interrupted the ab-
stracted scout. “‘My life on it, other eyes than ours see
it, and know its meaning. Well, words will not mend
the matter, and it is time that we were doing.”’

Hawkeye moved away from the lookout, and descended,
musing profoundly, to the shore. He communicated the :
result of his observations to his companions, in Delaware,
and a short and earnest consultation succeeded. When it
terminated, the three instantly set about executing their
new resolutions.

The canoe was lifted from the water, and horne on the
shoulders of the party, they proceeded into the wood, mak-
ing as broad and obvious a trail as possible. They soon
reached the water-course, which they crossed, and, con-
tinuing onward, until they came to an extensive and naked
rock. At this point, where their footsteps might be ex-
pected to be no longer visible, they retraced their route
0 the brook, walking backward, with the utmost care.
They now followed the bed of the little stream to the
lake, into which they immediately launched their canoe
again. A low point concealed them from the headland,
and the margin of the lake was fringed for some distance
With dense and overhanging bushes. Under the cover of
these natural advantages, they toiled their way, with
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patient industry, until the scount pr]om?junced that he ‘!

i it would be safe once more to land. 2 : ¢
be‘Lll‘ﬁze{lhallt continued until evening rTeI:lldea."et:?1 ije;tfﬂ;:& ]

isti i he eye. en they res | 2

distinet and uncertain to t o

i d, favored by the darkness, pus .
2111?1;:1?;3:5{13? toward the western shor:. Althm;g; ] rtxt;e CHAPTER XXI

i in, to which they were s 8

rugged m%utllngi;tﬁr?ggi‘i:t?narks to the eyes of Dunc.an, the e mmﬁz s dioa v dp
Iﬁjg?ncan eﬁ?ered the little haven he had selected with the = Ry Mo o oA

and accuracy of an experienced pilot. : THE party had landed on the border of a region that is,
cor'}iiegit was again lifbed.and bog’;i ;niﬂl.:hg@f%gagﬁr g cven tfo this day, less known to the inhabitants of the
where it was carefully con(:ea!ed un ud pucks, and il States, than the deser!;s of Arabia, or the steppes of Tar-
The adventurers assumed the(;rI?rmsard that he and thelary. It was the sferl]e and rugged district which sepa-
scout announced to Munro and Heyw: s rates the tributaries of Champlain from those of the
Indians were at last in readiness to pro : @ Hudson, the Mohawk, and the St. Lawrence. Since the
period of our tale the active spirit of the country has
surrounded it with a belt of rich and thriving settlements,
though none but the hunter or the savage 1s ever known

even now to penetrate its wild recesses.

As Hawkeye and the Mohicans had, however, often
traversed the mountains and valleys of this vast wilder-
ness, they did not hesitate to plunge into its depths, with
the freedom of men accustomed to its privations and diffi-
culties. For many hours the travelers toiled on their
laborious way, guided by a star, or following the direc-
tion of some water-course, until the scout called a halt,
and holding a short consultation with the Indians, they
lighted their fire, and made the usual preparations to
Pass the remainder of the night where they then were,

Imitating the example, and emulating the confidence
of their more experienced associates, Munro and Dunean
slept without fear, if not without uneasiness. The dews
were suffered to exhale, and the sun had dispersed the
mists, and was shedding a strong: and clear light in the
forest, when the travelers resumed their journey.

After proceeding a few mi les, the progress of Hawkeye,
who led the advance, became more deliberate and watch-

He often stopped to examine the trees; nor did he
Cross a rivulet without attentively considering the quan-
I lity, the velocity, and the color of its waters. Distrusting

347
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his own judgment, his appeals to the opinion of Chingach-
is = :
frequent and earnest. : ‘_
ggsgervggz:s Ilie?rward observed that Unecas stood a patient

i o imagined, an interested lfstener. 3
2y Sﬂen;f:rg:gf t::;affpl'tlﬂd to iddress the young chnlerfr,1 ﬁg :
o Wafl his opinion of their progress; but'the cz;}e]ieve ‘
dgmglé d demeanor of the native induced him to : t,hé-
dlgm]?k himself the other was wholly depende‘n on 1 :
A it eand inteiligence of the seniors of the I:ia.l_'ty;i o
?:Ssiaziltg scout spoke in English, and at once explaine

ir situation.
enl‘l‘aarras»sria?r;:;ncl)cfl t':;'i:; ?ile home path of the Hurons run
nort?}’]’e lil'le said, ‘‘it did not need the judgment of many

long years to tell t

i ams,

til they might strike the springs of the gar;ladioitgzy oE
urlllich would lead them into the heailr_t o thert bl
i within a sho ]
hers. Yet here are we, 1 o :

2{112 FS‘E:':’(EJODS, and not a sign qf a tre_ul have we crossed
Fuman natur’ is weak, and it 1s possi

3
he proper scent. e ot
m%?ﬁgaveg pI:'otect us from such an errm'. ?Ezlaas o
Duncan. ‘‘Let us retrace our steps, and e:\almt o e
unwitil keener eyes. Has Uncas no counsel 10
go,

such a strait?”’

i her, but, &
i cast a glance at his father, i B
The young Mohlc&;il and reserved mien, he continued!

Chingachgook had caught the look, and motioning

maintaining his qui
s - speak. The moment this pers
i i d, he bade him speak. :
withi?rilsx:};.: accorded, the countenance of _Uml:?is :r}llénﬁ
ifnt)szm its grave composure to a gleam of inte ang ) e
ir Bounding forward like a defzr, he; Spr %d LS
J("(!i-é of a little acclivity, afew rods in adxax;jcet: E;ooked ss
leultingly, over a spot of fresh eartht,) tt}?e okl
fhough it had been recently u%t‘t?}:gfhali f)artx;r e
i . The eyes @ ¢ 1 _
ia;neugzax;ye;neldmilwvement, amd read their suceess 1n the’
air of triumph that the you_th assumed. ¢ i
<« smis the trail!l”’ exclaimed the scout, ]
the spot; 5
his years.

During one of these S

lleys, and S
hat they would follow the va s
keep atween the waters of the Hudson and the Horican, 5@

+ low is stricken with a judgment, and is mad!

ble we may not have l§

¢the lad is quick of sight and keen of wit fofl

B B
|
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““ "Tis extraordinary that he should have withheld his
knowledge so long,’’ muttered Duncan, at his elbow.

“It would have been more wonderful had he spoken
without a bidding. No, no; your young white, who
gathers his learning from books and ean measure what
he knows by the page, may conceit that his knowledge,
like his legs, outruns that of his fathers’, but, where ex-
perience is the master, the scholar is made to know the
value of years, and respects them accordingly.”’

“See!”” said Uneas, pointing north and south, at the
evident marks of the broad trail on either side of him,
“‘the dark-hair has gone toward the forest.’’

““Hound never ran on a more beantiful seent,’’ re=-
sponded the scout, dashing forward, at once, on the indi-
cated route; ‘‘we are favored, greatly favored, and ean
follow with high noses. Ay, here are both your waddling:
beasts: this Huron travels like a white general. The fel-

Look sharp
for wheels, Sagamore,”’ he continued, looking back, and
laughing in his newly awakened satisfaction; ‘‘we shall
soon have the fool journeying in a coach, and that with
three of the best pair of eyes on the bordersin his rear.”’?

The spirits of the scout, and the astonishing success of
the chase, in which a circuitous distance of more than
forty miles had been passed, did not fail to impart a por-
tion of hope to the whole party. Their advance was
rapid; and made with as much confidence as a traveler
Wwould proceed along a wide highway. If a roek, or a
rivulet, or a bit of earth harder than common, severed
the links of the clew they followed, the true eye of the
Beout recovered them at a distance, and seldom rendered
the delay of a single moment necessary. Their progress
Wwas much facilitated by the certainty that Magua had
found it necessary to journey through the valleys; a cir-
camstance which rendered the general direction of the
route sure. Nor had the Huron entirely neglected the
arts uniformly practised by the natives when retiring in

- frontof an enemy. False trails and sudden turnings were

frequent, wherever a brook orthe formation of the ground
tendered them feasible; but his pursuers were rarely
deceived, and never failed to detect their error, before
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they had lost either time or distance on the deceptive f

track.
By the middl
Searoons, and were followin

sun.
through which a swift stream glided, they suddenly came

to a place where the party of Le Renard had made a halt S8
Eixtinguished brands were lying around a spring, the offals
of a deer were scattered about the place, and the trees
bore evident marks of having been browsed by the horses. g
At a little distance, Heyward discovered, and contem- =
plated with tender emotion, the small bower under which =
he was fain to believe that Cora and Alice had reposed.
But while the earth was trodden, and the footsteps of both =
men and beasts were so plainly visible around the place, &
the trail appeared to have suddenly ended.

It was easy to follow the tracks of the Narragansetts,
but they seemed only to have wandered without guides, or
any other object than the pursuit of food. AL length
Uncas, who, with his father, had endeavored to trace the
route of the horses, came upon a sign of their presence
that was quite recent. Before following the clew, he
communieated his suecess to his companions; and while
the latter were consulting on the circumstance, the youth
reappeared, leading the two fillies, with their saddles
broken, and the housings soiled, as though they had been

rmitted to run at will for several days.

«“What should this prove?’’ said Duncan, turning pale,
and glancing his eyes aroun
brush and leaves were abou
gecret.

“‘That our march is co
are in an enemy’s country,’
the knave been pressed, and

e of the afternoon they had passed the
g the route of the declining

d him, as if he feared the
t to give up some horrid

me to a quick end, and that we
* returned the scout. ‘“Had
the gentle ones wanted horses

to keep up with the party, he might have taken their
scalps; but without an enemy at his heels, and with such
rugged beasts as these, he would not hurt a hair of their
heads. 1 know your thoughts, and shame be it to oun
color that you have reason for them; but he who thinks
that even a Mingo would ill-treat a woman, unless it be
to tomahawk her, knows nothing of Indian natur’, or the

After descending an eminence to a low bottom, S
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laws of the woods. No
: i ,no; I have heard th
S;lzt;s had_ come into these hills to hunt tk?; !Frg)e S
foar g?ett}rr;lg within scent of their camp Wh;S:};o?ﬁg
? e morning and evenin "
ﬁfgﬁ sny day among these mountaing ;g‘fl‘:?rS t(ferlﬁ‘?rén aﬁ 55
= then(ljgﬁa?i new Ilmﬁe atween the provinces of thj: ckiirs
O as. 1t 1s true that the horses are here. b gt
e are gone; let us, then, hunt f h b by
which they parted.’? A orHeraty
o i
L= fwtl;;y{e.and the Mohicans now applied themselves t.
o in ij_g:ood earnest. A circle of a few hund (ci)
gl rcumierence was drawn, and each of the =
ok seglment.for hls_ portion. The examinatio' %arty
step:; \l;gsli ted in no discovery. The impressions :)li'*' f 0
o ﬁumerous, but they all appeared like thOSOOtE’
L _;1‘ wandel‘-ed about the spot, without an edo
s Circ?l';i!, Ift.thAgam_ the scout and his companions E;af-
e untilo the;, :;Sl;c;?ﬁ I:jlac_:e, each slowly fO”OWi;'lg th:
- . e :
WI‘S% ti;lan e startedl.n the center once more, no
uch eunning is not without it vi
P amre out its de:‘vdtry!n exolaimed
i ive, e met the disappointed looks of his
““We must get down to i
: ze o it, Sagamore, beginni
:E;ﬁ}gr;;ne% ,g_g:z;; ?r\;e; _the ground by inchei. lJI'II‘I}!:eg 32:33
e pevr e is tribe that he has a foot which
Setti;mg thle example himself, the scout engaged in th
'I'hsw:rue sti?_‘r k\:}é (: ::l;i?fd :?;zal. dN ot a leaf was left unturnede
' oved, and the stones lifted: jan
. ifted; fi
cogg;;g!g)as_‘lmown_ frequently to adopt these ocl)}gelcntg]an
> con,ceal oring with the utmost patience and indast -
o wase;chdfootstep as they proceeded. Still no d?s?:
N ta e.h_ At I(;ngth Uncas, whose activity had
B o N . gac ieve his portion of the task the soonest
e eart dacf‘oss the turbid little rill which ran fron;
& oo g, an diverted its eourse into another channel
E o :fe ;tsitnazjzgwkbed below the dam was dry he
| ove Wi een and curio y :
; A us eyes.
wﬁlrtiitlon %‘rﬁamedlately announced the succgsssof tf:e cg{l %
I. e whole party erowded to the spot %hel:'g
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Unecas pointed out the impression of a moceasin in the &

moist alluvion.

““The lad will be an honor to his people,”” said Hawk-
eye, regarding the trail with as much admiration as a =
naturalist would expend on the tusk of a mammoth or the
rib of a mastadon; ‘‘ay, and a thorn in the sides of the &

Hurons. Yet that is not the footstep of an Indian! the
weight is too much on the heel, and the toes are squared,
as though one of the French dancers had been in, pigeon-
winging his tribe! Run back, Uness, and bring me the

size of the singer’s foot. You will find a beautiful prin®

of it just opposite yon rock, agin the hillside.”’
While the vouth was engaged in this commission, the
scout and Chingachgook were attentively considering the

impressions. The measurements agreed, and the former *

unhesitatingly pronounced that the footstep was that of
David, who had once more been made to exchange his
shoes for moeeasins.

‘T can now read the whole of it, as plainly as if I had §

seen the arts of Le Subtil,’”” he added; ‘‘the singer being
2 man whose gifts lay chiefly in his throat and feet, was

made to go first, and the others have trod in his steps,

jmitating their formation.”’

“‘But,”’ cried Duncan, “‘I see no signs of

““The gentle ones,”’ interrupted the scout; ““the varlet
has found a way to carry them, until he supposed he had
thrown any followers off the scent. My life on it, we see
their pretty little feet again, before many rods go by.”’

The whole party now proceeded, following the course
of the rill, keeping anxious eyes on the regular impres-
sions. The water soon flowed into its bed again, but,
watching the ground on either side, the foresters pursued
their way content with knowing that the trail lay beneath.
More than half a mile was passed, before the rill rippled
close around the base of an extensive and dry rock. Here
they paused to make sure that the Hurons had not quitted
the water.

It was fortunate they did so. For the quick and active
Uneas soon found the impression of a foot on a bunch of

3

moss, where it would seem an Indian had inadvertently B
trodden. Pursning the direction given by this discovery, |
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he entered the neighborin i
€ g thicket, and struck the trail
?ﬁ fresl:_n and obvious as it had been before they reache(’i
thz s;;;z&g% %pother shqut announced the good fortune of
sear{h, 0 nis companions, and at once terminated the
““Ay, it has been planned with Indian ; ’? gai
the scout, when the part e
i ; y was assembled ar
a‘rlld would have blinded white eyes.”” S
“gh?tlll we Ii)_r;aceed?” demanded Heyward.
oitly, softly, we know our path; but it i
exa'rm{ae t’ne_ formation of things. This is mylchgﬁn?
n}aiyor, {md if one neglects the hook, there is little chanoé
g earning from the open land of Providence. All is plain
tqt one thing, which is the manner that the knave con-
anl_}rlel‘c: to getlgh{-;e gentle ones along the blind trail. Even
on wo i :
gl water.”u too proud to let their tender feet touch
““Will this assist in explaini i
5 as plaining the difficulty?’’ sai
Ili{aenyward, pointing toward the fragments of ay sortsaal:g
anddgial;iiw,t tha;;hhad l_)e}en rudely constructed of boughs
ogether with withes, and whi ]
earele%gly cast aside as useless. e seeH_led
“* ’Tis explained!”” cried the delighted Hawk <
eye. “I
:‘.hem varlets have passed a minute, they have speflt hourz
}!,1 striving to fabricate a lying end to their trail! Well
vle‘ known them to waste a day in the same manner t(’)
as little purpose. Here we have three pair of moceasins
z_rmd two qf little feet. It is amazing that any mortal be:
négs can journey on limbs so small! Pass me the thong
f0 ti;n.‘u:ks.km, Uneas, _ana_:l let me take the length of this
t}(:ﬂ : By the Lord, it is no longer than a child’s and yet
he maidens are tall and comely. That Providence is par-
tial in its gifts, for its own wise reasons, the best and
mc:»s(;t contented of us must allow.”’ o
- dThf,- te?fler_hmbs of my daughters are unequal to these
. rdships, said Munro, looking at the light footsteps of
18 children, with a parent’s love; “‘we shall find their
famggg forms in this desert.?’
i that there is little cause of fear,”’
I I ,  returned t
gult, slowly shaking his head; ‘‘this is a firm aﬁg
aight, though a light step, and not over long. See
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the heel has hardly touched the ground; and there the .::

dark-hair has made a little jump, from root to root. No,
no; my knowledge for it, neither of them was nigh faint-
ing, hereaway. Now, the singer was beginning to be
footsore and leg-weary, as is plain by his trail. There,

you see, he slipped; here he has traveled wide and tot- |

tered: and there again it looks as though he journeyed on
snowshoes. Ay, ay, a man who uses his throat altogether,
can hardly give his legs a proper training.

From such undeniable testimony did the practised
woodsman arrive at the truth, with nearly as much cer-
tainty and precision as if he had been a witness of all
those events which his ingenuity so easily elucidated.
Cheered by these assurances, and satisfied by a reasoning
that was so obvious, while it was so simple, the party
resumed its course, after making a short halt, to take a
hurried repast.

When the meal was ended, the scout cast a glance up-
ward at the setting sun, and pushed forward with a
rapidity which compelled Heyward and the still vigorous
Munro to exert all their muscles to equal.
now lay along the bottom which has already been men-
tioned. As the Hurons had made no further efforts to
conceal their footsteps, the progress of the pursuers was
no longer delayed by uncertainty. Before an hour had
elapsed, however, the speed of Hawkeye sensibly abated,
and his head, instead of maintaining its former direct and
forward look, began to turn suspiciously from side fo side,
as if he were conscious of approaching danger. He soon
stopped again, and waited for the whole party to come up.

<] secent the Hurons,”’ he said, speaking to the Mohi-
eans: ‘‘vonder is open sky, through the treetops, and we
are getting too nigh their encampment. Sagamore, you
will take the hillside, to the right; Uncas will bend along

the brook to the left, while I will try the trail. If any-
thing should happen, the call will be three croaks of a
crow. I saw one of the birds fanning himself in the air,

just beyond the dead oak—another sign that we are touch- =

ing an encampment.

The Indians departed their several ways without reply,
while Hawkeye cautiously proceeded with the two gentle- §

Their route &
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men. Heyward soon pressed to the side of thei i
eager to catch an early glimpse of those enemiesr tiuf:ci
pursued with so much toil and anxiety. His companion
told hqn to stezinl to the edge of the wood, which, as usual
was fringed with a thicket, and wait his comi:;g for he
Wlshe_d to examine certain suspicious signs a I;ttle on
ginemas;?;ﬁ ; Dunean eciye_ved, and soon found himself in 3
0 command a vie i
dir‘Rry o emren] w which he found as extraor-
= :trees of many acres had been felled, an
of a n}lld summer’s evening had fallen on ti}e c?ez.};?ng']oiv;
bgantlful contrast to the gray light of the forest. A sh,ort
distance from the place where Duncan stood, t'he stream
h?.d seemingly expanded into a little lake, covering most
of the low land, from mountain to mountain. The wat:ar
fell out of this wide basin, in a cataract so regular and
gentle, that it appeared rather to be the work of human
hands_ than fashioned by nature. A hundred earthen
dwellings stood on the margin of the lake, and even in its
waters, as though the latter had overﬂowedjits usual banks
Their rounded roofs, admirably molded for defense againsi’.
the wea'ther, denoted more of industry and foresight than
t.?]e natives were wont to bestow on their regular habita-
tions, much less on those they oecupied for the tempora
purposes of buntmg and war. In short, the whole villari
or town, whichever it might be termed, possessed more %f
glethod and neatness of execution, than the white men
tl?d bee?n accustomed to believe belonged, ordinarily, te
e Indian habits. It appeared, however, to be desert:ed
At least, so thought Duncan for many minutes; but ai.:
lengt_-h, he fanquj he discovered several human f:)rms ’ad-
vancing tow_ard him on all fours, and apparendy draggin
i their train some heavy, and, as he was quick to ap reg—‘
yend, some formidable engine. Just then a few dark-]gok-
ing heads gleamed out of the dwellings, and the place
seemed suddenly alive with beings, which, however glided
from cover to cover so swiftly, as to allow no opp(;rtunit
of examining thf:ir humors or pursuits. Alarmed at thesg
suspicious and. inexplicable movements, he was about to
?ttempt the signal of the crows, when the rustling of
eaves at hand drew his eyes in another direction.
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The young man started, and recoiled a few paces in-
stinetively, when he found himself within a hundred yards
of a stranger Indian. Recovering his recollection on the
instant, instead of sounding an alarm, which might prove
fatal to himself, he remained stationary, an attentive
observer of the other’s motions.

An instant of ealm observation served to assure Duncan
+hat he was undiscovered. The native, like himself,
seemed occupied in considering the low dwellings of the
village, and the stolen movements of its inhabitants. It
was impossible to discover the expression of his features
through the grotesque mask of paint under which they
were concealed, though Duncan fancied it was rather
melancholy than savage. His head was shaved, as usual,
with the exception of the erown, from whose tuft three
or four faded feathers from a hawk’s wing were loosely
dangling. A rageed calicomantle half encircled his body,

while his nether garment was composed of an ordinary

shirt, the sleeves of which were made to perform the office

that is usually executed by a much more commodious ar- §
rangement. His legs were, however, covered with a pair
Altogether, the appearance =

of good deer-skin moeccasins.
of the individual was forlorn and miserable.
Dunean was still euriously observing the person of his

neighbor when the scout stole silently and cautiously to

his side.
¥ on see we have reached their settlement or encamp-=

ment, s whispered the young man; “‘and here is one of |
the savages himself, in a very embarrassing position for =

our further movements.”’
Hawkeye started, and dropped his rifle, when, directed

by the finger of his companion, the stranger came under
Then lowering the dangerous muzzle he S
stretched forward his long neck, as if fo assist a serutiny |

=his view.

that was already intensely keen.

“The imp is not a Huron,’” he said, ‘‘nor of any of the
Canada tribes; and yet you see, by his clothes, the knayve s
Ay, Montcalm has raked 8

the woods for his inroad, and a whooping, murdering set
Can you see where

has been plundering a white.

of varlets has he gathered together.
he has put his rifle or his bow?”’
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““He appears to have
B )peal no arms; nor does he see
Eﬁi:;:ly 11111clmed. Unless he communiecate the e).larrlzl1 ttc?hti):
e » WO, as you see, are dodging about the wate
‘}:i but little to fear from him."’ P
e scout turned to Heyward, and re i
gi?jrgehnit with uncqncealed amazément. rw%?zgeinilnnilna
laughte?- n;gz;};hh;?nl?gutlg?fi in un{;estrained and he‘artfel%
3 at silent and peculi i
daﬁier hg.d so long taught him to pmctiszf~ e
- é)iahﬂg the word(s, “Fellows who are dodging about
g I? er! _he added, ‘‘so much for schooling and passi
2 oyhood in the settlements! The knave has long 1 o
oug 'hand shall not be trusted. Do you keep himgu:c%s’
yu:)l}:lr rifle w_hﬂe I creep in behind, through the bush a
I-f him s;h}:re. Fire on no aceount.’” i
eyward had already permitted h.is [ i
: . : ompan
Eart of his person in the thicket, when stﬁet;g;:}tofbury
15“??"[[1, he arrested him, in order to as’k‘ £
see you in danger, may I not risk.a sh
5 ; 2 g t?”
noilhasﬂ;lgegoe éiga;ged’hlm a moment, like oneowho knew
: ake the question; then, nodding hi
answ” ered, still laughing, though inaudibly'g e
InFi;e a whole platoon, major.”’ ;
€ next moment he was concealed b
€ : th
?égiznhgi;tﬁgdhfe;:rfhl mul}_utes in feveris}f imga}:?:::j
another glimpse of the scout. >
vr::gpﬁ:%?d, (;:.rit_apmg as.llong the earth, from which }Igi—lr:'ezz
¥ distinguishable, directly in the re is i
¢ I 2 ar of -
lt:Etcif-d hca;pi; :(?S:e tiizli]\flnfg rfachzed within a few yax?dshéﬁ tllxlle
1 2 1S teet, silently and slowl
instant, several loud blows were e
- A S struck on the wat
e dc?e':i télrn;:adfh]s eyes just in time to perceivee{ﬁaing
o ]_arl orms were ph}nging, in a body, into the
e ittle sheet. Qraspmg his rifle his looks were
o ent on the In@nan near him. Instead of takin
e ::;m‘,ftlﬁe unconsclious savage stretched forward hii
glooziny : alke :1 italjsaoswritcgeqllthe movements about the
i 5t ort of silly curiosity. In th -
time, the uplifted hand of Hawkeye was above hin?. mfi?lltl:

- without any apparent r i
1 1 ) eason, it was withdrawn, and i
1 ‘OWner indulged in another long, though still silent, ﬁtlég

17
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merriment. o
Hawkeye was ended, 1ns .
thz throat, he tapped him lightly o

exclaimed aloud: : 3
“‘How now, friend! have you a min

C 222
beavers to sing? & L
“‘Fven so,”’ was the ready answer. It w

i f grasping his vietim by
e npthe shoulder, and

d to teach the

i to improve His gifts
ng that gave them power p t
qla;.gm:vvtezll(l3 B\ff:;)u%d not deny them voices to proclaim His

When the peculiar and hearty laughter of “

CHAPTER XXII

* Bot.—Are we all met?
Qui.—Pat—pat; and here’s a marvelous
Convenient place for onr rehearsal.””
—MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM.

THE reader may better imagine, than we deseribe, the
surprise of Heyward. His lurking Indians were suddenly
converted into four-footed beasts: his lake into a beaver
pond; his cataract into a dam, constructed by those in-
dustrious and ingenious quadrupeds; and a suspected
enemy into his tried friend, David Gamut, the master of
psalmody. The presence of the latter ereated so many
unexpected hopes relative to the sisters that, without a
moment’s hesitation, the young man broke out of his am-
bush, and sprang foward to join the two prinecipal actors
in the scene,

The merriment of Hawkeye was not easily appeased.
Without ceremony, and with a rough hand, he twirled
the supple Gamut around on his heel, and more than once
affirmed that the Hurons had done themselves great credit
in the fashion of his costume. Then, seizing the hand of
the other, he squeezed it with a grip that brought tears
into the eyes of the placid David, and wished him joy of
his new condition.

“You were sbout opening your throat-practisings
among the beavers, were ve?’’ he said. “‘The cunning
devils know half the trade already, for they beat the tima
with their tails, as you heard Jjust now; and in good time
it was, too, or ‘killdeer’ might have sounded the first note
among them. I have known greater fools, who could read
and write, than an experienced old beaver; but as for
squalling, the animals are born dumb! What think you
of such a song as this?’’

David shut his sensitive ears, and even Heyward, ap-

. Prised as he was of the nature of the ery, looked upward
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