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ided ahead.

im i on the shoulder, and glide ahead
hlﬂllflgxgtligt the devils strike our scent!’’ said tthinslc;t::g,
tearing two rifles, with all their attendant accoute 3
from beneath a bush, and
handed Unecas his weapon;
their deaths.”’ : :

Then, throwing their

men in readiness fqr t
and were soon buried
forest.

heir game, they dashed forward,

forth in his own beautiful proportions. Hawkeye tapped

flourishing ‘‘killdeer’’ as he S :
““two, at least, will find it to ;

picees to a low trail, like sports- 1

in the somber darkness of the..l'

CHAPTER XXVII

“ Ant. I shall remember:
‘When Ceesar says Do this, it is performed.”
—JULIUS CZESAR.

THE impatience of the savages who lingered about the
prison of Uncas, as has been seen, had overcome their
dread of the conjurer’s breath. They stole cautiously,
and with beating hearts, to a crevice, through which the
faint light of the fire was glimmering. For several min-
utes they mistook the form of David for that of their
prisoner; but the very aceident which Hawkeye had fore-
seen occurred. Tired of keeping the extremities of his
long person so near together, the singer gradually suffered
the lower limbs to extend themselves, until one of his
misshapen feet actually came in contact with and shoved
aside the embers of the fire. At first the Hurons believed
the Delaware had been thus deformed by witcheraft. But
when David, unconscious of being observed, turned his
head, and exposed his simple, mild countenance, in place

b of the haughty lineaments of their prisoner, it would
4 have exceeded the credulity of even a native to have
¢ doubted any longer. They rushed together into the lodge,
b and, laying their hands, with but little ceremony, on
b their captive, immediately detected the imposition. Then

arose the cry first heard by the fugitives. It was suec-

b eeceded by the most frantic and angry demonstrations of
b vengeance. David, however, firm in his determination to
b cover the retreat of his friends, was compelled to believe

that his own final hour had come. Deprived of his book

b and his pipe, he was fain to trust to a memory that rarely

b failed him on such subjects; and breaking forth in a loud

b and impassioned strain, he endeavored to sooth his passage

| into the other world by singing the opening verse of a

 funeral anthem. The Indians were seasonably reminded

*of his infirmity, and, rushing into the open air, they
‘aroused the village in the manner desecribed.
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A native warrior fights as he sleeps, without the pro- 3 :

tection of anything defensive. The sounds of the alarm
were, therefore, hardly uttered before two handred men

were afoot, and ready for the battle or the chase, as i
The escape was soon known;

either might be required.
and the whole tribe erowded, in a body, around the coun-

cil-lodge, impatiently awaiting the instruction of their ,', f
In such a sudden demand on their wisdom, the S

chiefs.
presence of the cunning Magua could scarcely fail of

being needed.

round in wonder that he did not appear. Messengers:

were then despatched to his lodge requiring his presence. 3
In the meantime, some of the swiftest and most dis-

ereet of the young men were ordered to make the circuits

of the clearing, under cover of the woods, in order to S

ascertain that their suspected neighbors, the Delawares,

designed no mischief. Women and children ran fo and
fro: and, in short, the whole encampment exhibited another ™
geene of wild and savage confusion. Gradually, however, 8
these symptoms of disorder diminished; and in a few |
minutes the oldest and most distinguished chiefs were 5§

assembled in the lodge, in grave consultation.

The clamor of many voices soon announced that a party

approached, who might be expected to communicate some
intelligence that would explain the mystery of the novel
surprise. The crowd without gave way, and several war-
riors entered the place, bringing with them the hapless

conjurer, who had been left so long by the scout inSg

duress.

Notwithstanding this man was held in very unequal
estimation among the Hurons, some believing implicity in

his power, and others deeming him an imposter, he was
now listened to by all with the deepest attention.

stepped forth, and, in a few pithy expressions, related,
in his turn, what he knew. These two narratives gave a

proper direction to the subsequent inguiries, which were &

now made with the characteristic cunning of savages.
Instead of rushing in a confused and disorderly throng
to the cavern, ten of the wisest and firmest among the

chiefs were selected to prosecute the investigation. AS

His name was mentioned, and all looked 3

When
his brief story was ended, the father of the sick woman §

tlimbs and tongue were qui
. ; quickly released.
iarose, and shook himself like a lion quitting his lair. Not

THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS 327

no t-_ims? was to be lost, the instant the choi
th.e 1nd1v1dua]§ appointed rose in a body and l:;:tv:gg r}?lidcg
wnthqut speaking. On reaching the entrance, the younger
men in advance made way for cheir seniors; and the whole
proeeed_ed along the low, dark gallery, with the firmness
of warriors ready to devote themselves to the public good
though, at t}ge same time, secretly doubting the nature of‘
the power with which they were about to contend
The outer apartment of the cavern was silént and
gloomy. The woman lay in her usnal place and posture
though there were those present who affirmed they haé
seen he_r borne 1:0 the woods by the supposed ““medicine of
t!:e white men.”” Such a direct and palpable contradie-
tion of the tale related by the father caused all eyes to be
turned on him. Chafed by the silent imputation, and in-
wardly troubled by so unaccountable a circumst:;nce the
chxe_f advanced to the side of the bed, and, stooping ,cast
an incredulous look at the features, as if distru,sti
thf; }11' real:ty: I-iI_isldaughter was dead. =
e unerring feeling of nature for a mo i
a.nd the _old warrior hid his-eyes in sorrow.m e;ﬁ;re::;l)f
elt;lil;ll%'i hlstself-possession, he faced his companion’s, and
Eis pegg'le :oward the corpse, he said, in the language of
'_";‘he wife of my young man h !
Sp}ﬁ:t is angrfy with his c}g;:ihdren.’fls el R
e mournful intelligence was received i i-
lence. After a short pause, one of the eldernlr?glizg}s? wsals
!;bout to speak, when a dark-looking object was seen roll-
u;g out of an adjoining apartment, into the very center
of the room where they stood. Ignorant of the nature of

b the beings they had to deal with
: 3 , the whole pa d
})rack a little, and gazed in admiration, until tgtgﬂ});:::
1 t{'ont(ti%d the l_1ght, and, rising on end, exhibited the dis
b torted but still fierce and sullen features of Magua. The

| discovery was succeeded b i
R Yy & general exclamation of

As soon, however, as th i i
s s e true situation of the chi
1 Was understood, several ready knives appeared, and h?g

The Huron
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ed him, though his hand pla'yed con'gulswely
:v;zﬁrihiscﬁgndle of his knife,. while his lowering he_yes
scanned the whole party, t?s if they sought an object

i e first burst of his vengeance. -

sulliei;g }?;ppf;' for Unecas and the scout, _and even Dav}lld,
that they were all beyond the reach of his arm 1a.t suc 13
moment; for, assuredly, no reﬁnem‘ent in crue tytwo:he
then have deferred their deaths, in oppmlt}ioﬁ dohim
promptings of the fierce temper that nearly ch ed thé
Meeting everywhere faces that he‘ knew as xf'u::n ;, Ing
savage grated his teeth together like Tasps o 1r<;r1 o'm o
swallowed his passion for want of a vietim Ogl wu o
vent it. This exhibition of ‘anger was noted by at D g
ent: and from an apprehension of exasperating a emlzf;l
thai’: was already chafed nearly to madness, s?ive 9
minutes were suffered to pass beforje anotherrwcgd v:he
uttered. When, however, suitable time had elapsed,

e party spoke. Sl :
014?%&;212};115) hasyfound an enemy,’’ },x:a said. “‘Is he nigh
that the Hurons might take revenge?

T L - ice
““Let the Delaware die!”’ exclaimed Magua, in a vo ._

f thunder. y
O ;mother long and expressive silence was observed, and
was broken, as before, with due precaution, by the same
individual. -
lnc‘I‘The Mohican is swift of foot, apd, ’leaps far,’’ he said;
““hut my young men are on his trall.‘

b‘1‘113 hﬁ zone?” demanded Magua, in tones so deep and

gutteral, that they seemed to proceed from his inmost 1

E
Ch?i”An evil spirit has been among us, and the Delaware

i r eyes.”’ g .
ha?‘glrllngficll sO;)lirif!” repeated _the other, mockingly; : ttl'::
the spirit that has taken the lives o“f S0 many Eluronisv,er’_.
spirit that slew my young men at _the turpb l,ng I;i th;
that took their scalps at the ‘healing s_prlng_'l;,im
has, now, bound the arms of Le Ret}z,ard Subtil!

““0Of whom does my friend speak?

““Of the dog who carries the heart and cunning ofa |

Huron under a pale skin—La Longue Carabine.”’

The pronunciation of so terrible a name produced the J
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usual effect among his auditors. But when time was
given for reflection, and the warriors remembered that
their formidable and daring enemy had even been in the
bosom of their encampment, working injury, fearful rage
took the place of wonder, and all those fierce passions
with which the bosom of Magua had just been strug-
gling were suddenly transferred to his companions.
Some among them gnashed their teeth in anger, others
vented their feelings in yells, and some, again, beat the
air as frantically as if the object of their resentment
were suffering under their blows. But this sudden out-
breaking of temper as quickly subsided in the still and
sullen restraint they most affected in their moments of
inaction.

Magua, who had in his turn found leisure for reflec-
tion, now changed his manner, and assumed the air of
one who knew how to think and act with a dignity
worthy of so grave a subject.

“‘Let us go to my people,’’ he said; ““they wait forus.’?

His companions consented in silenee, and the whole of
the savage party left the cavern and returned to the
council-lodge. When they were seated, all eyes turned
on Magua, who understood, from such an indication,
that, by common consent, they had devolved the duty of
relating what had passed on him. He arose, and told his
tale without duplicity or reservation. The whole decep-
tion practised by both Duncan and Hawkeye was, of
course, laid naked, and no room was found, even for the
most superstitious of the tribe, any longer to affix a
doubt on the character of the occurrences. It was but
too apparent that they had been insultingly, shamefully,
disgracefully deceived. @When he had ended; and re-
sumed his seat, the collected tribe—for his auditors, in
substance, included all the fichting men of the party—sat
regarding each other like men astonished equally at the
audacity and the success of their enemies. The next con-
sideration, however, was the means and opportunities for
revenge.

Additional pursuers were sent on the trail of the fugi-
tives; and then the chiefs applied themselves, in earnest,
to the business of consultation. Many different expedi-
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ents were proposed by the elder warriors, in succession,
to all of which Magua was a silent and respectful listener.
That subtle savage had recovered his artifice and self-
command, and now proceeded toward his object with his
customary caution and skill. It was only when each one
disposed to speak had uttered his sentiments, that he
prepared to advance his own opinions. They were given
with additional weight from the circumstance that some
of the runners had already returned, and reported that
their enemies had been traced so far as to leave no doubt
of their having sought safety in the neighboring camp of
their suspected allies, the Delawares. With the advan-
tage of possessing this important intelligence, the chief
warily laid his plans before his fellows, and, as might
have been anticipated from his eloquence and cunning,
they were adopted without a dissenting voice. They
were, briefly, as follows, both in opinions and in motives.

It has been already stated that, in obedience to a policy

rarely departed from, the sisters were separated so soon
as they reached the Huron village. Magua had early dis-
covered that in retaining the person of Alice, he possessed
the most effectual check on Cora. When they parted,
therefore, he kept the former within reach of his hand,
consigning the one he most valued to the keeping of their
allies. The arrangement was understood to be merely
temporary, and was made as much with a view to flatter
his neighbors as in [obedience to the invariable rule of
Indian policy.

While goaded incessantly by these revengeful impulses
that in a savage seldom slumber, the chief was still
attentive to his more permanent personal interests. The
follies and disloyalty committed in his youth were to be
expiated by a long and painful penance, ere he could be
restored to the full enjoyment of the confidence of his
aneient people; and without confidence there could be no
authority in an Indian tribe. In this delicate and ardu-
ous situation, the crafty native had neglected no means
of increasing his influence; and one of the happiest of
his expedients had been the success with which he had
cultivated the favor of their powerful and dangerous
neighbors. The result of his experiment had answered
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all the expectations of his i
: policy; for the Huro
;:tﬁged:vglffh eix?impt from that governing prin;g;)l:e;{;
i nduces man to value his gifts i i
t,hc]e3 degree. that they are appreciated by g(;thersgrectsely =)
2 u_’rgl whlle' he was making this ostensible sacrifice to
g_ n'sél alconsgderatmns, Magua never lost sight of his in-
u;:in 1}1{ drgotlves. The latter had been frustrated by the
be'({;‘f)}deh: or events which had placed all his prisoners
thy 1S control; and he now found himself reduced to
: e necessity of suing for favors to those whom it had s6 .
atSely betlen Frs policy to oblige. &
everal of the chiefs had proposed deep a
C n
:}Sﬁr:fsot; tsgu::przse the Delawares, andf) bydggﬁzze;?)‘slf
eir eamp, to recover their pri
same blow; for all agreed that i e
- their honor, their i
ests, and the peace and happi e dond el
! - ppiness of their dead eount
men, imperiously required them s i Ol
mp y I peedily to immolate
Some victims to their revenge But o=
3 plans so d
fiﬁ;t?etiieggiptsltang gffsuch doubtful issue Magl?;gis)ﬂlg
iculty in defeating. He exposeé their ri
f:glacy cwiwth his usual skill; and it was only ;f]{e;llsmlé inag
oved every impediment, in the shape i
I - of
adI\fllce, that he ventured to propose his ou?n projggtiﬂsmg
; 1e commencecj .by flattering the self-love of his a-udi-
vg;sén.?;l enﬁvzr-fathng method of commanding attention
! ad enumerated the many different ] ,
which the Hurons had exhibi i e it e
] ) ted their courage -
ess, in the pumshn)ent of insulis, he digresgeda?!?;);?wh
??;Ogufl‘m on thehvlrtue of wisdom. He painted the quagl
5 orming the great point of diffe b 5
beaver and other brutes: b el s O
es; between the brutes and 3
and, finally, between the Hur i i e
Y, ons, in particular, and
:;-ESt of the human race. _After he had sufficiently extolftle]g
3 }:aa tpg);)srty pf diseretion, he undertock to exhibit in
1 ner its use was applicable to th i
uation of their tribe. On the e
i 5 one hand, he sai
;;11;311]' gigt pale il’iather, the governor of the Canasda;g : g}a]ag
ooked upon his children with a hard e ince thei
tomahawks had been so red: on the othely eaSISggpﬁge;
numerous as themselves, who spoke a diﬂ:‘ere’nt language

: . Possessed different interests, and loved them not, and who
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would be glad of any pretense to bring them in dls_grace
with the great white chief. Then he spoke of their ne-
cessities: of the gifts they had a right to :;xpeet for their
past services; of their distance from their proper _hunt—
ing-grounds and native village_s; s_md 9f the ne::essxty -of
consulting prudence more, and 1nchna_1t10n less, in so crit-
ieal circumstances. When he perceived that, while the
old men applauded his moderation, many of the fiercest
and most distinguished of the warriors Ilgtened to these
politic plans with lowering looks, he cunningly led them
back to the subject which they most lqved. He spoke
openly of the fruits of their wisdom, whl_ch he boldly pro-
nounced would be a complete and final trn.lrnph over their
enemies. He even darkly hinted that their success might
be extended, with proper caution, in such a manner as to
include the destruction of all whom t}{ey ha.fl reason to
hate. In short, he so blended the warlike with the art-
ful, the obvious with the obscure, as to flatter th_e pro-
pensities of both parties, and to leave to each subject qf
hope, while neither could say it clearly comprehended his
intentions.

The orator, or the politician, who can prc_)duce such a
state of things, is commonly popular with h_as contempo-
raries, however he may be treated by posterity. All per-
ceived that more was meant than was uttered,_and each
one believed that the hidden meaning was precisely suc.h
as his own faculties enabled him to understand, or his
own wishes led him to anticipate. e

In this happy state of things, it is not surprising that
the management of Magua prevailed_. The tri_be con-
sented to act with deliberation, and with one voice they
committed the direction of the whole affair to t}_1e gov-
ernment of the chief who had suggested such wise and
intelligible expedients. ;
m‘fla;\-m had p:aeow attained one great object of a_]i his
cunning and enterprise. The ground he had lost in the
favor of his people was completely regained, 'a.nd he
found himself even placed at the head of affairs. ﬁe
was, in truth, their ruler; and, so long as he could main-
tain his popularity, no monarqh coul‘d be more despotic,
especially while the tribe continued in a hostile country.
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Ehrowingedof;fi]therefore, the appearance of consultation
e assum e grave air of authori :
port the dignity of his office. sy
'Run.ners were despatched for intelligence in different
directions; spies were ordered to approach and feel the
encampment of the Delawares; the warriors were dismissed
to their lodges, with an intimation that their services
would soon be needed; and the women and children
were ordered to retire, with a warning that it was their
province to be silent. When these several arrangements
were made, Magua passed through the village, stopping
here an'd there to pay a visit where he thought his pres-
ence rplght be flattering to the individual. He confirmed
his f_rlends in their confidence, fixed the wavering, and
gratified all. Then he sought his own lodge. The,wife :
the Huro_n chief had abandoned, when he was chased from
among his people, was dead. Children he had none; and
he now (_)ccupied a hut, without companion of any sort.
It was, in fact, the dilapidated and solitary structure in
whtcl? Da’vid had been discovered, and whom he had toler-
ated in his presence, on those few occasions when they
met, ?vlt_h the contemptuous indifference of a haughty
su%_nﬁ)nty.h -
ither, then, Magua retired, when his labors of poli
were ended. While others slept, however, he ngithgi
kne_w or sought repose. Had there been one sufficiently
curious to have watched the movements of the newly
elect.ed chief, he would have seen him seated in a corner
of his lodge, musing on the subject of his future plans
froml the hour of his retirement to the time he ha(i
appointed for the warriors to assemble again. Occasionally
the air breathed through the crevices of the hut, and the
low ﬁame' that fluttered about the embers of the fire
threw their wavering light on the person of the sullen
recluse. At such moments it would not have been difficult
to haye fancied the dusky savage the Prince of Darkness
brooding on his own fancied wrongs, and plotting evil.
Long before the day dawned, however, warrior after
warrior entered the solitary hut of Magua, until they had
collected to the number of twenty. Each bore his rifle,

L and all the other accouterments of war, though the paint
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was uniformly peaceful. The entrance of these flerce-
looking beings was unnoticed: some seating themselves
in the shadows of the plaee, and others standing like
motionless statues, until the whole of the designated band
was collected.

Then Magua arose and gave the signal to proceed,
mareching himself in advance. They followed their leader
singly, and in that well-known order which has obtained
the distinguishing appellation of “‘Indian file.”” Unlike
other men engaged in the spirit-stirring business of war,
they stole from their camp unostentatiously and unobserved
resembling a band of gliding specters, more than warriors
seeking the bubble reputation by deeds of desperate
daring.

Instead of taking the path which led directly toward
the eamp of the Delawares, Magua led his party for some
distance down the windings of the stream, and along the
little artificial lake of the beavers. The day began to
dawn as they entered the clearing which had been formed
by those sagacious and industrious animals. Though
Magua, who had resumed his ancient garb, bore the out-
line of a fox on the dressed skin which formed his Tobe,
there was one chief of his party who carried the beaver
as his peculiar symbol, or ‘‘totem.”” There would have
been a species of profanity in the omission, had this man
passed so powerful a community of his fancied kindred,
without bestowing some evidence of his regard. Accord-
ingly, he paused, and spoke in words as kind and friendly
as if he were addressing more intelligent beings. He
called the animals his cousins, and reminded them that
his protecting influence was the reason they remained
unharmed, while many avaricious traders were prompting
the Indians to take their lives. He promised a con-
tinuanee of his favors, and admonished them to be grate-
ful. After which, he spoke of the expedition in which
he was himself engaged, and intimated, though with
sufficient delicacy and circumlocution, the expediency of
bestowing on their relative a portion of that wisdom for
which they were so renowned. *

" IThese hamng'ue:nf'the beasts are f;equent among the Indians. They often
address their vietims in this way, reproaching them for cowardice, or commend=
inufﬁ their resolution, as they may happen to exhibit fortitude, or the reverse, in
suffering.
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During the utterance of this extraordinar :
companions of the speaker were as grave ang ﬁiﬂﬁtﬁ:
to hls_language. as though they were all equally impressed
with 1ts propriety. Once or twice black objects were
seen rising to the surface of the water, and the Huron
expressed_pleagure, conceiving that his words were not
bestowed in vain. Just as he ended his address, the head
of a large beaver was thrust from the door of a lodge
whose earthen walls had been much injured, and “’hiC}’,l
?he party had believed, from its situation, to l’ye uninhab--
ited. Such an extraordinary sign of confidence was
received by thp orator as a highly favorable omen: and
t.hqugh the. animal retreated a little precipitately h:e was
lavish of his thanks and commendations. :

W_her} Magua thought sufficient time had been lost in
gratifying .the family affection of the warrior, he again
{nade the signal to proceed. As the Indians m:Jved away
in a body, and with a step that would have been inaudible
to the ears of any common man, the same venerable-look-
ing beaver once more ventured his head from its cover
Had any of the Hurons turned to look behind them they.
'W(_Juld h?.ve seen the animal watching their move;nents
Wt_th an interest and sagacity that might easily have been
mistaken for reason. Indeed, so very distinct and in-
telligible were_the devices of the quadruped, that even
the most experienced observer would have been at a loss

to account for its actions, until the moment when the
party entered the forest, when the whole would have
been explained, l_)y seeing the entire animal issue from
the lodge, uncasing, by the act, the grave features of

.Chingacbgook from his mask of fur.




CHAPTER XXVIII

2 = -
see, "tis a busy time with me.

*“ Brief, I pray for you; for you AT e ADG ABOUT NOTHING-

i i Delawares, which
be, or rather half tribe, of
ha:‘?)ge;r}so often mentioned, and whose present pl:}cetgf
encampment was so nigh the temporalry vxllls;.ge 0{; ware
: asse t an equal number -
Hurons, could mble about ai ! o e
i i Like their neighbors, they
riors with the latter peo_p]e. their EHhosy
he territories of the Eng
had followed Montcalm into t > L g I3
i d serious inroads on the
erown, and were making heavy an lson
T hawks: though they se
hunting-grounds of t'he Mo : e
ith the mysterious reserve so com '
g;,ti?;els to withhold their asswi_‘t‘ancehat% t‘rclie :;gr)r:&rg Sx }%&f}l‘;
> S : : %
it was most required. ) The Frenc Counlel e
i the part of their ally
this unexpected defection on ! of : 53
i ralent opinion, however,
various ways. It was the prevalen r e
i d by veneration for
that they had been influence b for 8
i them dependen
t treaty, that had once made
?ﬁ:lgrilx Natioyns for military protection, and now tzenderg(;
them reluctant to encounter their i;orr.;:e: n;ii m};ﬁce -
ibe i i nt to
for the tribe itself, it had peen‘ conte : &
i 7ith Indian brevity,
tealm, through his emissaries, wi
glz.i (:taileir hatchets were dull, and tm}e :}v]as Bzge;sds:;yh ;3
iti tain o e
sharpen them. The politic cap f e
it wiser to submit to entertain a p. 1
glf::?et?yla:y acts of ill-judged severity to convert him
i nery. ek
lngna?h;l:erﬁoem?ng when Magua led his sn]tfent Ig.rt}_’ fr;}kllré
7 into the forests, in
the settlement of the beavers in o forels e
er described, the sun rose upon the
Ic:?nugment as if it had suddenly burst upon a busy pfe&;lpinlel,l
actively employed in all the customary avocations o %d
noon. The women ran from lodge to lodge, some etr]:gsin ;
in preparing their morning’s meal, a few earnestly
336
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on seeking the comforts necessary to their habits, but
more pausing to exchange hasty and whispered sentences
with their friends. The warriors were lounging in
£roups, musing more than they conversed; and when a
few words were uttered, speaking like men who deeply
weighed their opinions. The instruments of the chase
were to be seen in abundance among the lodges: but none
departed. Here and there a warrior was examining his
arms, with an attention that is rarely bestowed on the
implements, when no other enemy than the beasts of the
forest is expected to be encountered. And oceasionally,
the eyes of a whole group were turned simultaneously
toward a large and silent lodge in the center of the
village, as if it contained the subject of their common
thoughts.

During the existence of this seene,
appeared at the furthest extremity of a platform of rock
which formed the level of the village. He was without
arms, and his paint tended rather to soften than increase
the natural sternness of his austere countenance. When
in full view of the Delawares he stopped, and made &a
gesture of amity, by throwing his arm upward toward
heaven, and then letting it fall impressively on his breast.
The inhabitants of the village answered his salute by a
low murmur of welcome, and encouraged him to advance
by similar indications of friendship. Fortified by these
assurances, the dark figure left the brow of the natural
rocky terrace, where it had stood a moment, drawn in a

a man suddenly

¢ strong outline against the blushing morning sky, and

1

| haughtiness of their
¢ chiefs were collected, the stranger paused, and then the

moved with dignity into the very center of the huts. As
he approached, nothing was audible but the rattling of
the light silver ornaments that loaded his arms and neck,
and the tinkling of the little bells that fringed his deer-
skin moceasins. He made, as he advanced, many courteous
signs of greeting to the men he passed, neglecting to

¢ Notice the women, however, like one who deemed their
¢ favor, in the present enterprise, of no importance. When

he had reached the group in which it was evident, by the
common mien, that the prineipal

Delawares saw that the active and erect form that stood
22
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before them was that of the well-known Huron chief, Le
Renard Subtil.

His reception was grave, silent, and wary. The war- =

riors in front stepped aside, opening the way to their
most approved orator by the action; one who spoke all
those languages that were cultivated among the northern
aborigines.

<The wise Huron is welcome,’’ said the Delaware, in
the language of the Maquas; “‘he is come to eat his
¢cueeotash,” * with his brothers of the lakes™

““He is come,’’ repeated Magua, bending his head with
the dignity of an eastern prince.

The chief extended his arm and taking the other by the
wrist, they once more exchanged friendly salutations.
Then the Delaware invited his guest to enter his own
lodge, and share his morning meal. The invitation was
accepted; and the two warriors, attended by three or four
of the old men, walked calmly away, leaving the rest of the
tribe devoured by & desire to understand the reasons of so
unusual a visit, and yet not betraying the least impatience
by sign or word.

During the short and frugal repast that followed, the
conversation was -extremely circumspeet, and related
entirely to the events of the hunt, in which Magua had
so lately been engaged. It would have been impossible
for the most finished breeding to wear more of the ap-
pearance of considering the visit as a thing of course, than
did his hosts, notwithstanding every individual present
was perfectly aware that it must be connected with some
secret object and that probably of importance to them-
selves. When the appetites of the whole were appeased,
the squaws removed the trenchers and gourds, and the
two parties began to prepare themselves for a subtle trial

of their wits.

<¢g the face of my great Canada father turned again
toward his Huron children?’’ demanded the orator of the
Delawares.

«When was it ever otherwise?’” returned Magua. ‘‘He
calls my people ‘most beloved.’ *’

1A dish composed of cracked corn and beans. Itis much used also by the
§ Welcome. But the Yengeese have long arms, and legs that

whites. By corn is meant maize.
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e s - - 4
. = dem:niiueill: a recollection, by the allusion to the
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never tire! My young men dreamed they had seen the
trail of the Yengeese nigh the village of the Delawares!”’

““Phey will not find the Lenape asleep.”’

<1t is well. The warrior whose eye is open can see his
enemy,’’ said Magua, once more shifting his ground,
when he found himself unable to penetrate the caution
of his companion. “‘I have brought gifts to my brother.
His nation would not go on the warpath, because they did
not think it well, but their friends have remembered

" where they lived.”’

When he had thus announced his liberal intention, the
crafty chief arose, and gravely spread his presents before
the dazzled eyes of his hosts. They consisted prineipally
of trinkets of little value, plundered from the slaughtered
femnales of William Henry. In the division of the
baubles the cunning Huron discovered no less art than in
their selection. While he bestowed those of greater value
on the two most distinguished warriors, one of whom
was his host, he seasoned his offerings to their inferiors
with such well-timed and apposite compliments, as left
them no grounds of complaint. In short, the whole
ceremony contained such a happy blending of the profit-
able with the flattering, that it was not difficult for the
donor immediately to read the effect of a generosity
so aptly mingled with praise, in the eyes of those he
addressed.

This well-judged and politic stroke on the part of
Macua was not without instantaneous results. The
Delawares lost their gravity in a much more cordial ex-
pression; and the host, in particular, after contemplating
his own liberal share of the spoil for some moments with
peculiar gratification, repeated with strong emphasis, the
words:

““My brother is a wise chief. He is welcome.””

«The Hurons love their friends the Delawares,’’ re-
turned Magua. ‘‘Why should they not? they are colored
by the same sun, and their just men will hunt in the same
grounds after death. The red-skins should be friends,
and look with open eyes on the white men. Has not my
brothers scented spies in the woods?’ i

The Delaware, whose name in English signified ‘‘Hard
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get’;.ﬂ‘:,‘ I:ean C(gppellati,o,n that the French had translated
i b st s s e
: y obtained him so signifi itle.
His countenance grew v i SR
; ery sensibly 1
de}ngl?d tohanswer more directly. G
ere have been strange moceasi
Th‘eJIr) _h;ve b%en tracked into my iodgegs’ ’about TR
id my brother beat out the dogs?’’
: sther gs?’? ask
vr'rlthout adver_fsmg In any manner to the formeﬁd M_ag'ua,
tion of the chief. i
““It would not do. Th i
th?‘chifdren of the Lenapee.s’t’ranger = v nilone e
“%19 ?gralrligeYr, but not the spy.’
ould the Yengeese send their wom i
: : en as s ? i
110"['.‘;'.;16 i{ﬁion ch}ef say he took women ih thglle;ittlel::"’l’q
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e no one to say welcome. Then they fled to the
4 _awal_'es—for, say they, the Delawares are our friends:
E'i‘l}:-m_’nqs are turned from their Canada father!”’ =
3 1S 1nsinuation was a home thrust, and one t.hat in
More advanced state of society, would have entitlef]1
reagua to the.,- reputation of a skilful diplomatist. Th
selc\.eé',lst deie_etlolzl of the tribe had, as they well kne“; 1:héme
’es, subjected the Delawares to :
their French allies: and s g
i 33 they were now n
;lrz:cain(-i_future actions were to be regardeglac\lsiifl(: i'zle:lI;:t
g tésliz‘ézzsar??;n; was nt(l)l deep insight into causes ang
S orsee that such a situati f thi
was likely to prove hi judici e
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movements. Their distant villages, their hunting-groﬂzége

j and hundreds of their women and children, together with

:,i?qh?;cleal;aéll 1;::.:; c()é_ tt}{{eill-?" phyhsical force, were actually
3 ! e French territo Accordi
this alarmin iati S i
g annunciation was received in-
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;. k. Let my father look in my face,’” said Le Cz}elu?'{?lrgt
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enemy is fed in the camp of his children? When he is
told a bloody Yengee smokes at your fire? That the pale
face who has slain so many of his friends goes in and out
among the Delawares? Go! my great Canada father is
not a fool !”’

«“Where is the Yengee that the Delawares fear?’” re-
turned the other; ‘‘who has slain my young man? who is
the mortal enemy of my Great Father?’’

““IL.a Longue Carabine!’’

The Delaware warriors started at the well-known name,
betraying, by their amazement, that they now learned,
for the first time, one so famous among the Indian allies
of France was within their power.

““What does my brother mean?’’ demanded Le Cceur-
dur, in a tone that, by its wonder, far exceeded the usual
apathy of his race.

<t A" Huron never lies!’’ returned Magua, coldly, leaning
his head against the side of the lodge, and drawing his
slight robe across his tawny breast. “‘Let the Delawares
count their prisoners; they will find one whose skin is
neither red nor pale.”’

A long and musing pause succeeded. The chief con-
sulted apart with his companions, and messengers des-
patehed to collect certain others of the most distinguished
men of the tribe.

As warrior after warrior dropped in, they were each
made acquainted, in turn, with the important intelligence
that Magua had just communicated. The air of surprise,

and the usual low, deep, guttural exclamation, were
common to them all. The news spread from mouth to
monuth, until the whole encampment became powerfully
‘agitated. The women suspended their labors, to cateh such
syllables as unguardedly fell from the lips of the consult-
ing warriors. The boys deserted their sports, and walk=
ing fearlessly among their fathers, looked up in curious
admiration, as they heard the brief exclamations of
wonder they so freely expressed at the temerity of their
hated foe. In short, every occupation was abandoned for
the time, and all other pursuits seemed discarded in
order that the tribe might freely indulge, after their own
peculiar manner, in an open expression of feeling.

. beams.
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When the execitement had a li
3 ittle abated, th
disposed themselves seriously to consider thatew?ii(iic}??é
1:oecad me j;he honor and safety of their tribe to perform
under circumstances of so much delicacy and embarr&ss:
u}zlent. During all t_.hese movements, and in the midst of
ﬁi: siil::ert?l tf:otmhmotmn, Magua had not only maintained
seat, bu e very attitude he had originall
against the side of the lodge, where h e
; A e cont
;il?:lot‘;ab}i, _ang:l apparently, as unconcerned, as 11;'1 lll-lee;dh:s
rest In the result. Not a sincle i d', i
future intentions of his hosts. h s DL
- : , however, escaped his vigil-
a?t 1c;eyes.. Wltl} his consummate knowledge of the n;]t%;l]e
0 t. e people with whom he had to deal, he anticipated
ﬁzely. Imeasure on whtcl} they decided; and it might almost
said, that, in many instances, he knew their intentions
ev%‘rli_l before f;ihejfr became known to themselves i
e council of the Delawares was short Vth i
: e
ended, 3 general bustle announced that it W:a.s;1 !t?)wsﬁ
:}rfm?ﬁg:itily succzeded by a solemn and formal assemblage
ation. As such meetings were rare, an
t}:}aﬂe& o&hoccﬁions of the last importance 'the dsu(;;gg
: o still sat apart, a wily and dark, obse
ﬁhe prlg)ceedlng.s, now l::new that all his projects mrlfs; 13:
r?iug t to th?lr final issue. He, therefore, left the lodge
x@:;alkedtsﬂeﬁtlg forth to the place, in front of the
: pment, whither the warri v i
m?g e ors were already begin-
t might have been half an hour bef. indivi
¢ ! ore each ind
including even the women and children, was in hilsvgli::;’

} The delay had been created by the grave preparations

that were deemed necessary to so solemn a
nd unu:
:ggfirence.f But when the_ sun was seen climbing Sa‘i;:)lv:
e ops of that mountain, against whose bosom the
elawares had coz}structed their encampment, most were
seated; and as his bright rays darted from behind the |

g:thne of trees tha_t fringed the eminence, they fell upon
_ grave, as attentive, and as deeply interested a multi-

tude, as was probably ever before lighted by his morning:
: Its n‘umber somewhat exceeded a thousand souls
n a collection of so seriots savages, there is never fo bt;

found any impatient aspirant after premature distinetion
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i ve hi ditors to some hasty, and,
ding ready to move his audit )
?Jt:ﬁ]apnsg,- injudicious discussion, In orderfthat llmlrcsh gw;v;
reputation may be the gainer. An act o sc(:l ri:m s
cipitancy and presumption would seal thel lowit,h o
recocious intellect forever. It rested soeyh i
lc::ldest and most experienced of the lmen éo l?ly :ufh 1 Jone
e the people. n '
of the conference hefore Ui o
ake some movement, no deeds - Rna
::il-ll‘(:;.?egti?t;n nor any renown as an oramﬁ', would Ea\;iisuis;;;
i ] i On the present o 3
the slightest interruption. the:
f:i}?g aged warrior whose prwﬂ_ege it was to sgeal;.f\n}rl?z
silent, seemingly oppl;fdsse(} w:ith g;.ii xﬁiﬁnigrl;gebeyond
ject, The delay had already ¢ : .
Eglusual deliberative pause that alwarysS E;;;:}eied esza. c:geld
: but no sign of impatience o ;
iii?]ncfhe youngest boy. Occasionally an eye wastegm;;g
from the earth, where the looks of mi):,t;: were \ill ;\fveve} %
v rticular lodge, that was, 5 1
S e hose around it, except in
y distinguished from those a : € t
‘ltll?en:)izﬂﬁar care that had been taken to protect it against

the assaulis of the weather.

At length one of those low murmurs, that e}relso aptti gg
disturb a multitude, was hearq, and} theA\.; E}?ai il;:tant 1
their feet by a common 1mpulse. :
fiarhgsscfgr of the lodge in question opened, and Ehree Tl?:g:
issuing from it, slowly approached the place of cons

tion., They were all aged, even beyond that period to

- but one in the = ; 2
which the oldest present had reached; bu ¢ some slight alteration, to the white usurpers of his ancient

b territory, as the imaginary tutelar saint! of a vast em-
| Dpire.

? : 1
ed on his companions for support, hay
E?Jtﬁ)gr:ihgnlzilnount of years IFIC} w}'nch thi. :?é?xaﬁaf]aii ;:
i to attain. is frame, w 3
:ts)e;alg: Ht;ﬁesmlgfgct, like the cedar, was now berildlg}g ui?deh;
the pressure of more than a eenf_,urs.r. T]he ehas 1;,5 cfm—
tep of an Indian was gone, and in its place he w: s
: lll)ed to toil his tardy way over the groun_d, in e
?rfch His dark, wrinkled countenance was Ll"l cﬁgﬁ:md
and -Wild contrast with the lo_ng white locks wn; chdoates
on his shoulders, in such thickness, as-to a?he nos 1l
generations had probably passed away since v

bee’i‘?lsh:i):;s of this patriarch—for such, considering his

b the name of the renowned chief here introduced.
| Which spealk of the character and power of Tamenund.

THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS 345

vasl; age, in conjunction with his affinity and influence
with his people, he might very properly be termed—was
rich and imposing, though strietly after the simple fash-
ions of the tribe. His robe was of the finest skins, which
had been deprived of their fur, in order fo admit of a
hieroglyphieal representation of various deeds in arms,
done in former ages. His bosom was loaded with medals,
some in massive silver, and one or two even in gold, the
gifts of various Christian potentates during the long
period of his life. He also wore armlets, and cinctures
above the ankles, of the latter precious metal. His head,
on the whole of which the hair had been permitted to
grow, the pursuits of war having so long been abandoned,
was encircled by a sort of plated diadem, which, in its
turn, bore lesser and more glittering ornaments, that
sparkled amid the glossy hues of three drooping ostrich
feathers, dyed a deep black, in touching contrast to the
color of his snow-white locks.- His tomahawk was nearly
hid in silver, and the handle of his knife shone like g
horn of solid gold.

S0 soon as the first hum of emotion and pleasure, which
the sudden appearance of this venerated individual
created, bad a little subsided, the name of ““Tamenund’’
Wwas whispered from mouth to mouth. Magua had often
heard the fame of this wise and Just Delaware; a reputa-

0 tion that even proceeded so far as to bestow on him the

rare gift of holding secret communion with the Great
Spirit, and which has since transmitted his name, with

The Huron chief, therefore, stepped eagerly out a
little from the throng, to a spot whence he might ecatch a

b mearer glimpse of the features of the man, whose decision

was likely to produce so deep an influence on his own

| fortunes.

The eyes of the old man were closed, as though the

| organs were wearied with having so long witnessed the

selfish workings of the human passions. The color of his

1The Americans sometimes called thefr tutelar saint Tamenay, a corruption of
There are many traditiona
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im, being richer
in di d from that of most around him, r
ﬁ?fgﬁ%ﬁ the latter hue having been produced by cer

tain delicate and mazy lines of complicated and yet E

i d over most of his
iful ficures, which had been trace 1 ] _
xilcfrllﬁ;)y tghe operation of tattooing. Notwithstanding &

bservant and
the position of the Huron, he passed the o his two

silent Magua without notice, and iean_ing o;;ce s o
venerable supporters proceeded to the hl% D e o
multitude, where he seated himself in the ce}eln o
nation, with the dignity of a monarch and the ?.1
fa%z;ﬁng could surpass the reverence and affection with

which this unexpected visit from one who belongs rather

: n to this,was received by bls people.
K}‘g'Ot:e;u?tgi)lli tggd decent pause, the principal 1311::53
arose, and, approaching the patnarch,_they plaiieat ::
hands: reverently on their heads, seeming Fohegauching
plessing. The younger men were content wit

. ; i rson, in order to :
his robe, or even drawing nigh his person, o ance in favor of her whom he

; just, and so

in the atmosphere of one so age.d, so just, ‘

E;Tia:r};f mNone but the most distinguished amfcmg :E: :
youthﬁ;ﬂ warriors even presumed so far as to perform

- o \
latter ceremony, the great mass of the multitude deeming

st a sufficient happiness to look upon a form so deeply

hese acts of
so well beloved. When these 1|
Z?fi?:i?ﬁld ’anagdrespect were performed, the chiefs drew S8

back again to their several places, and silence reigned in =
the whole encampment.

After a short delay, a few of the young megi,t;o w;werﬁ 4
instructions had been whispered by one o fl §n T
attendants of Tamenund, arose, left the ecrowd, :

i been noted as the
the lodge which has already :
E?);g;idof so much attention thmughmi't tha&l :1;:;;;1‘1;113"{“ :;

inutes they reappeared, escorting
s lfl?y“;largugused all these solemn preparations t.owa&'d ﬁl;:,
:eat of judgment. The crowd opened in a lane; and W

the party had re-entered, it closed in again, forming &

) savage had some seeret

§ nant visage of Magua.
IJ' ment before the nation, and dete

CHAPTER XXIX

“The assembly seated, rising o'cr the rest,
Achilles thus the king of men addressed **

—Pore’s ILIAD,

CoRrA stood foremost amon
her arms in those of Alice,
love. Notwithstanding the
of savages on every side of

g the prisoners, entwining
in the tenderness of sisterly
fearful and menacing array
her, no apprehension on her

 own account could prevent the noble-minded maiden from
I keeping her eyes fastened on th

| e pale and anxious fea-
I tures of the trembling Alice. Close at their side stood

Heyward, with an interest in both, that, at such a mo-
ment of intense uncertainty, searcely knew a preponder-
most loved. Hawkeye had
placed himself a little in the rear, with a deference to
* the superior rank of his companions, that no similarity
in the state of their present fortunes could induce him to
f forget. Unecas was not there,
When perfect silence was again restored, and after the
usual long, impressive pause, one of the two aged chiefs
who sat at the side of the patriarch arose, and demanded
Paloud, in very intelligible English:
““Which of my prisoners is La Longue Carabine?’’
Neither Duncan nor the seout answered. The former,
owever, glanced his eyes around the dark and silent as-
sembly, and recoiled a pace, when they fell on the malig-
He saw, at once, that this wily
agency in their present arraign-
rmined to throw every
of the execution of his

pbossible impediment in the way
He had witnessed one instance of the

[Sinister plans.

large and dense belt of human bodies, arranged in an |
open circle.

Simmary punishments of the Indians, and now dreaded
Pthat his companion was to be selected for a second. In
Hhis dilemma, with little or no time for reflection, he
| Suddenly determined to cloak his invaluable friend, at
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