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SEVENOAKS.

CHAPTER 1.

WHICH TELLS ABOUT SEVENOAKS, AND HOW MISt
BUTTERWORTH PASSED ONE OF HER EVENINGS.

EVERYBODY has seen Sevenoaks, or a hundred towns
so much like it, in most particulars, that a description
of any one of them would present it to the imagination—
a town strung upon a stream, like beads upon a thread,
or charms upon a chain. Sevenoaks wasricher in chain
than charms, for its abundant water-power was only par-
tially used. It plunged, and roared, and played, and
sparkled, because it had not half enough to do. It
leaped down three or four cataracts in passing through
the village ; and, «s it started from living springs far
northward among the woods and mountains, it never
failed in its supplies,

Few of the people of Sevenoaks—thoughtless work-
ers, mainly—either knew or cared whence it came, or
whither it went. They knew it as *“ The Branch ;” but
Sevenoaks was so far from the trunk, down to which it
sent its sap, and from which it received no direct return,
that no significance was attached to its name. But it
roared all day, and roared all night, summer and winter
alike, and the sound became a part of the atmosphere.
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