400 The Story of Old Fort Loudon

sleep, with his long, white hair falling about his
shoulders, one of his wrinkled, veinous hands
lying on the arm of his chair would tremble sud-
denly and contract with a strong grasp, and he
would look up, at naught, with a face of such joyous
recognition and tender appeal, that the children,
playing about, would pause in their mirth and ask,
with awe, what had he secen. And it secemed that
he had felt his hand caught with a certain playful
clasp such as years ago—more than half a century
— Odalie was wont to give it, when she had been
waiting for him long, and would wait no longer.
And looking up, he could see her standing there,
waiting still, smiling serenely, joyously as of yore;
and so she would stand till the dream vanished in
the reality of the children clustering around his

knees, besieging him once more for the story of
Old Fort Loudon.

NOTES

1 Page 8. In addition to luring an enemy within shot by the
mimicry of the voice of bird or beast the Indians’ consummate art
of ambuscade enabled them to imitate the footprints of game by
affixing the hoofs of deer or buffalo or the paws of bear to their
own feet and hands, and thus duplicate the winding progress of
these animals for miles with such skill as to deceive not merely
the white settlers, new to the country, but Indian enemies of other
tribes, expert woodmen like themselves.

2 Page 18. The name of this famous town is variously given.
Adair spells it as Choate. Bancroft inclines to Chotee. Bartram
has it as Chote-Great. Some of the old maps show it as Chorte.
Modern historians of Tennessee, Hayward, J. G. M. Ramsey,
Putnam, and others make it Chota, but most of the earlier writers
concerning this region adopt the French rendering and call it Choté ;
Hewatt, however, David Ramsey, and others use the accent grave,
Chote. This town, seldom alluded to without the phrase <<old
togn ” or <<beloved town,’’ to distinguish it from another Indian
village of the same name among the Lower Towns, was a veritable
‘ccity of refuge,”’ and the only one of the Cherokee nation.
A murderer, even if a white man and the victim a Cherokee,
might live for years here secure from vengeance. Although
there is an instance known of a malefactor, who sought an asylum
here and was prevented from landing, being held down in the
Tennessee River until drowned, still the rule was inviolable that if
the refugee conld but gain a footing on the ever-sacred soil, he was
as safe as if clinging to the horns of an altar. This fact contrib-
uted, with other confirmatory circumstances of usage and tradition,
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to continue the speculations touching the identity of the American
Indians with the lost tribes of Israel. Humboldt says that from
the most remote times of the Missions the opinion has been enter-
tained that the languages of the American Indians and the Hebrew
display extraordinary analogies. He ascribes this fact to the posi-
tion of the personal and possessive pronouns at the end of the
nouns and verbs, and the numerouns tenses of the latter, a charac-
teristic of both the Indian and Hebrew tongnes which naturally
struck the attention of the monks. An analogy, however, does not
go far to prove an identity of origin. He refers to Adair as among
travelers ““somewhat credulous who have heard the strains of the
Hebrew Hallelujah among the Chickasaws and Choctaws of North
America,”’—and he might have added the Cherokees also. James
Adair, however, could hardly be called a traveler. =~ He published
in London in 1775 the results of his observation during a residence
of forty years as a trader among the Chickasaws and neighboring
tribes. ‘He adduces many analogies of their languages with the
Hebrew, and calls attention to many customs for which he seeks
to discern precedent in the Mosaic dispensation. How much he
had read of previous speculatiens it is impossible to say. He pro-
tests that he is but a trader and not ¢<a skillful Hebl:aist,” by his
vocation obliged to write far from all libraries, literary associations,
and conversation with the learned, compelled even to keep his papers
secret from the observation of the Indians, always very jealous of
the enigmatical ¢<black marks’’ of the traders’ correspondence, but
he quotes largely from many writers both English and foreign —
the Reverend Mr. Thorowgood, Don Antonio de Ulloa, Acosta,
Benzo, etc., and shows considerable aptness of logic in adapting
his theories to his investigations into the structure of the Indian
languages. Such nice verbal distinctions, such order and symme-
try, such a train of subtle and exact religious terms, he argues,
could not be invented by a people so ignorant and illiterate as the
modern Indian, and contends that they obviously bear all the dis-
tinctive marks of a language of culture. He further declares that
one of the Chickasaw prophets, #be Loacke, assured him that they
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had once had an <<old beloved speech,” which in the course of
time and national degeneration they had lost. In this connection,
but entirely apart from all Hebraic analogies, one is moved to
wonder if there were also among them a remimiscence of an < old
beloved character,” and if the extraordinary invention of the
Cherokee character of the << syllabic alphabet’” by the Indian,
Guest, early in the present century, partly partakes of the nature
of tradition.

3 Page zz. The high value which the French government
placed on the services of these allies may be inferred from a
remark which has come down from a council of state, in reference
to their conduct in this battle : <€ Quoigue je #’approuve pas gu or
mange les morts, cependant il pe faut pas quereller avec ces bonnetes
gens pour des bagatelles.”’

4 Page 38. Among others bearing witness to these strange
relics, Timothy Flint says, in his History and Geography of the
Mississippi Valley : <<In this state [Tennessee] burying grounds
have been found where the skeletons seem all to have been pigmies.
The graves in which the bodies were deposited are seldom more
than two fect or two feet and a half in length. To obviate the
objection that these are all the bodies of children, it is affirmed
that the skulls are found to have possessed the demtes sapientiz,
and must have belonged to persons of mature age. The two
bodies that were found in the vast limestone cavern in Tennessee,
one of which I saw at Lexington, were neither of them more than
four feet high; the hair seemed to have been sandy, or inclin-
ing to yellow. It is well known that nothing is so uniform in the
present Indian as his lank, black hair. From the pains taken to
preserve the bodies, and the great labor of making the funeral robes
in which they were folded, they must have been of the cblood
royal > or personages of consideration in their day.”” (Hayward,
in his quaint and rare Natural and Aboriginal History of Ten-
nessee, referring to the curious method of interment, In a cop-
peras cave, of two mummies, both of full size, however, arrayed
in fabrics of great beauty, evincing much mechanical skill in manu-
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facture, also mentions the hair on the heads of both as long, and of
a yellow cast and a fine texture.) Webber, in his Romance of
Natural History, gives the size of the diminutive sarcophagi of the
supposed pygmics found in Tennessee as three feet in length by
cighteen inches in depth. Hayward also mentions the pygmy
dwellers of Tennessee, and another writer still, describing one of
these singular graveyards of the <little people,’’ states that the
bones were strong and well formed, and that one of the skeletons
had about its neck ninety-four pearls. The painfully prosaic
hypothesis of certain craniologists that such relics were only those
of children is, of course, rejected by any person possessed of the
resources of imagination.

5 Page 40. ‘'This name is also given in one or two instances
as Dejean, and several dates both earlier and later have been
assigned to the disastrous visit to Choté to which reference is
here made.

6 Page 8z. Washington readily recognized the fudlity of the
cumbrous regular military methods in a rough, unsettled country.
On the Forbes expedition, to counteract the French and their Indian
allies, Washington continually sent out small parties of the Cherokees
under his command. << Small parties of Indians,”’ said he, << will
more effectually harass the enemy by keeping them under continual
alarms than any parties of white men can do.” However, << with
all his efforts,” says Irving, <¢he was never able to make the
officers of the regular army appreciate the importance of Indian
allies in these campaigns in the wilderness.””  But the fact has been
taught elsewhere, both earlier and later than Washington’s day.
General Gordon, in his journal, says of the Soudan: ¢ A heavy
Jumbering column is nowhere in this land. Parties of forty or
sixty men moving swiftly about will do more than any column.
Native allies, above all things, ar whatever cost. It is the country
of the irregular, not of the regular. I can say I owe the defeats in
this country to having artillery with me, which delayed me much,
and it was the artillery with Hicks which in my opinion did
for him.”” And as if he himself merely turned back a leaf instead
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of the pages of centuries, he here inserts an extract from Herodotus:
<« Cambyses marched against the Ethiopians without making any
provision for the subsistence of his army or once considering that
he was going to carry his arms to the remotest parts of the world, but
as a madman . . . before the army had passed over a fifth of the
way all the provisions were exhausted, and the beasts of burden
were eaten. . . . Now if Cambyses had then led his army back
he would have proved himself a wise man, He, however, went
on . . . the report was that heaps _of sand covered them over,
and they disappeared.”’ Gordon comments, << Hicks’ army disap-
peared. The expedition was made into these lands.”’

7 Page 137. This pride flourished probably too far on the
frontier to be deteriorated by the knowledge of the gradual decline
in the popularity of the periwig then in progress, for only a few
years later the wig-makers of London found it necessary to petition
the king, setting forth their distresses occasioned by the perversity
of the men of his realm in persisting in wearing their own hair.
The most definite outcome of this proceeding was the sprightly
travesty of the petition, appearing in the Gentleman's Magazine on
behalf of the carpenters, entreating his majesty to wear a wooden
leg himself, and to require this of all his subjects, since otherwise
the advent of peace bade fair to ruin the joiner’s trade in wooden
legs.

8 Page 148. The Duke of Cumberland has never been con-
sidered what is prettily called a < lovely character.”” His tempera-
ment, which would not even brook that certain gentlemen, whom he
denominated with a profane adjective << old women,’” should talk
to him << about humanity’’> (and it may be said in passing that
these hopeful <old women’’ were most obviously condemned to
disappointment at least), his rigid discipline of his own roops, and
his unparalleled brutality to the enemy, leave the devotion exhibited
for him by his soldiers to be accounted for only by the admiration
which they felt for his personal courage, which was very great,
and of which Walpole tells a good story about this time, — of
course before the days of anwsthetics: ““The Duke of Cumber-
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land is quite recovered after an incision of many inches into his
knece. Ranby [the surgeon] did not dare to propose that a hero
should be tied, but was frightened out of his senses when the hero
would hold the candle himself, which none of his generals could
bear to do: in the middle of the operation the Duke said < Hold !?
Ranby said, ¢ For God's sake, Sir, let me proceed now — it will
be worse to renew it.” The Duke repeated, <1 say, hold !’ and
then calmly bade them give Ranby a clean waistcoat and cap ; < for,’
said he, ¢the poor man has sweated through these.” It was true;
but the Duke did not utter a groan.”’ .

9 Page168. It is with a renewal of confidence in the better
aspects of human nature, and the genuineness of such sanctions as
control civilized war that we realize that the French and English
officers encountering dangers so far transcending legitimate perils as
r_ho:sc pervading Indian fighting manifested individually, now and
again, a true and soldierly sympathy with one anor_her; and sought
to protect the helpless in their power, often liberating those ex-
posed to torture at the hands of their savage allies. For the
methods of the Indians were by no means ameliorated by associ-
ation with their civilized comrades, and they could scarcely be
held subject to any control. Washington himself, whose cap;city
in authority amounted to a special genius, even when only a young
provincial officer, could not restrain his Indian allies from scalping
the slain, and in several instances it required his utmost exertions
to prevent a like fate from befalling his own living prisoners.

10 Page z17. Governor Lyttleton on the request of Atta-
Kaulla-Kulla released Oconostota, Fiftoe, the chief warrior of Keo-
wee Town, and the head warrior of Estatoe, who the next day
surrendered two other Indians to be held as substitutes. Althougi*.
it has been generally said that there were twenty-two hostages, only
twenty-one seem to have been detained, and it is therefore possib{e
that Oconostota was liberated withont exchange, on account of his
position and influence in the tribe, being always known as the
‘¢ Great Warrior.””> ‘The names of the hostages detained are as
follows : Chenolie, Ousanatanah, Tallichama, Tallitahe, Quar-
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rasatahe, Connasaratah, Kataetoi, Otassite of Watogo, Qusanoletah
of Jore, Kataletah of Cowetche, Chisquatalone, Skiagusta of Sticoe,
Tanaesto, Wohatche, Wyejah, Oucachistanah, Nicolche, Tony,
Toatiahoi, Shallisloske, and Chistie.

11 Page 236. Bancroft says this detached force comprised
six hundred Highlanders and six hundred Royal Americans. Adair
says it consisted of twelve hundred Highlanders. Other historians
add to this number a body of grenadiers. Hewatt, who writes
almost contemporaneously, publishing in 1779, and who was a
resident of Charlestown, where the force landed and whence it
departed, states that it consisted of a battalion of Highlanders and
four companics of the Royal Scots, and it was there joined by 2
company of South Carolina Volunteers. He further mentions that
upon Colonel Montgomery’s return to New York he left four com-
panies of his force in Charlestown, upon the urgent request of the
governor and assembly, to aid the defense of the Carolina frontier,
and that these were of the royal regiment under the command of
Major Frederick Hamilton. ‘The Royal Scots, being one of the
oldest and most celebrated of military organizations, has the peculiar
claim on the consideration of all the world, that having been the
body-guard of King Louis XI. of France, the renowned Scottish
Archers, it must surely bear on the ancient and illustrious rolls
the ever-cherished name of Quentin Durward, for are we not told
that the venerable commander of the guard, Lord Crawford, en-
tered it there himself? And if it is not now to be seen, why —
so much the worse for the ancient and illustrious rolls !

12 Page 261. The personal vanity of the Cherokees was so
great that after discovering the functions of a mirror the men were
never without one. Even in their most unimpeded war-trim they
carried a mirror slung over one shoulder and consulted it from time
to time with pleasure doubtless. When the small-pox broke out
among them, those whose appearance had suffered from that disease
conld not endure to survive their disfigurement, and promptly took
their own lives, although suicides were buried without the highly
esteemed honors usually paid to the dead.
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13 Page 366. The temperament of Atta-Kulla-Kulla seems
far more complex than the simple traits attributed usually to un-
trained character. Apart from his savage craft, courage, and a sort
of natural eloquence which he shared with his tribe, the close dis-
cernment shown in some of his speeches still extant, his magna-
nimity, his capacity to receive and assimilate new impressions, his
diplomatic talents, all suggest a versatile mind, and he also possessed
a caustic wit to which he was wont to give rein touching the oft-
broken promises of one of the governors of South Carolina, from
whom it is related he had received many letters which he said <<were
not agreeable to the old beloved speech.’” He kept them regularly
piled in a bundle in the order in which he had received them, and
often showed them. ¢¢<The first,” he used to say, €contained a
Zittle truth,” and he would devise fantastic excuses for the failure of
the rest of it, urging the governor’s perplexing rush of official busi-
ness which had occasioned him to forget his strong promises. <But
count,” said he, <the lying black marks of this one” —and he
would descant minutely on every circumstance of it.”> His pa-
tience, he would declare, was exhausted, and he felt that the letters
were <“nothing but an heap of broad black papers and ought to be
burnt in the old year’s fire.”> The old year’s fire was a symbol of
departed values, the new year’s fire being kindled with great cere-
mony by the Cheera-taghe, or prophets, <“men of the divine
fire 22

14 Page 386. Itis pleasant to know that this strong friendship
suffered no diminution by reason of time and distance. Bartram
relates that when he traveled in the Cherokee country in 1773 he
met descending the heights a company of Indians all well mounted
on horses. <<I observed a chief at the head of the caravan,
and as they came up I turned off from the path to make way in
token of respect, which compliment was accepted and gracefully
and magnanimously returned, for his highness, with a gracious and
cheerful smile, came up to me and clapping his hand on his breast
offered it to me, saying, <I am Ata-Cul-Culla,” and heartily shook
hands with me, and asked me if I knew it. I answered that the
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good spirit who goes before me spoke to me and said € that is the
great Ata-Cul-Culla.’ > The chief then asked him if he came
dircct from Charlestown, and if his friend John Stuart were well.
Mr. Bartram was able to his great pleasure to reply that he had
seen John Stuart very recently, and that he was well.

15 Page 386. French emissarics were shortly in the vicinity
of this fort. At a great meeting of the Cherokee nation the inde-
fatigable Louis Latinac struck a hatchet into a log, crying out,
¢« Who will take up this for the king of France?’? Salou¢, the
young warrior of Estatoe, instantly laid hold of it, exclaiming, << 1
am for war !> And in indorsement of this compact many toma-
hawks were brandished, already red with British blood.

16 Page 397. As an interesting example of the appropriate
and successful method to address barbarous peoples, the historian
Hewatt gives entirc the text of a speech to several tribes of In-
dians which® Stuart, in his capacity of superintendent of Indian
affairs for the South, delivered at a general congress at Mobile,
attended by Governor Johnstone and many British officers- and
soldiers. It is strikingly apt, and despitc the figurative langnage
for which the Indians had so strong a preference, it is direct and
simple, bold yet conciliatory, dignified in tone, but with a very
engaging air of extreme candor, and it may be that Stuart’s influ-
ence over them lay chiefly in fair and impartial measures and the
faithful performance of promises. Among the writers of that
date he is rarely mentioned without some reference to his mental
ability, which seems to have been very matked, or to the exact and
strict fidelity with which he followed the letter and spirit of his
instructions. A certain fling, however, by one who had wanted
the office to which Stuart was afterward appointed is so deft a bit
of character-drawing in few words that, regardless of its obvious
spite, it is worth repeating,— ““a haughty person, devoted to
parade, and a proud uniform.”’
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