CHAPTER XVIL
THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITISM (continued).

Psychometry. —“ The Souls of Things.”’— Professor Denton’s Experi-
ments. — Wonderful Visions of the Ancient Environment of Geo-
logical Specimens.— A Picce of Mortar from Cicero’s House. —
Supposed Scientific Tests. — Explanation on Telepathic Principles.
— Experiments in Hypnotism compared. — Clairvoyance and
Telepathy. — Their Boundary Lines in Transit. — Clairaudience.
__Defnitions of the Term.— Socrates and his Deemon. — Modern
Instances.— Mental Impressions. — Premonitions. — Their Un-
reliability. — Remarkable Examples of Clairaudience. — A Law-
yer’s Experience. — Subject to the Law of Suggestion.— Insanity
sometimes results from Ignorance of the Cause. — Practical

Suggestions.

HERE is another class of phenomena which has at-
tracted a great deal of public attention, and which

demands a passing notice in this connection. It is that
class which has reccived an exhaustive treatment in the
work of the late Professor Denton, entitled « The Souls of
Things.” It has been denominated ¢ psychometry,” which
may be defined as the supposed power of the human mind
to discern the history of inanimate objects by clairvoyance.
Many wonderful stories are related of the exercise of this
supposed faculty, under the strictest test conditions, as test
conditions were then understood. Professor Denton made
a long series of experiments with his sister, his wife, and
some others who were supposed to possess that power in 4
remarkable degree. The powers of his wife and sister were
indeed wonderful ; but, as we shall see, not in the line in
which the experiments were directed. It must be pre-
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Smseld that‘ the professor was a very learned man, . t
;]n his specialty, which was geology, but in all b;aigheznz
Cz{:;i:tel;n(:‘;l;cige. His wife and. sister were also highly
e n, ar_ld were specgllly interested in those
B s
duction (_)f extraordinary ressll:;e )infd:v.?;:gjefog e
ociult science they might jointly engage g
: ts;::i;?;nhz;blt offthe professor to select some geolog{-
e e
. r het version of its history.
2?;&\‘:11:11?::1;1?} enter a partially subjective conditio?:r,
e her head, and at once give a very plau-
by tl;e e .m;ls a most wonderfully accurate, history
e :}Ec had been_ enacted within its former'
s - us, if the object happened to be a geo-
degs l specimen, she would launch out into a glowin
= :rilgtli?s :3)1; ;ts:b z?;—;glizgingst;hen found, and going baci
down through the diff’erez::‘rtrc"eoS C:“‘USt e tll'r'lflﬁ‘ .
1an%ed it in the professor’s caﬁinéiﬂmzlgaizfnzxg;iseczn;;lmﬂw
;1111(-e f‘?::ﬂ;]heg ii:eihiig‘.g ((ilccn_} w’ould be handed to her, anii
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z}:’zsi wh; h}?d occupied the mgnsion, iizgedisg-lif:iﬁl;tfzr?cf
nts which “might have been sden” from th i
habitat of the piece of mortar. It i W
th.ls might be accomplished, and all tlljecl?;{);z Sfiitshz‘tv 31,1
;’ilft:l;eaztf:uzaay, _ret,r;arding the geological environment ofat;(z
I stone in her hands, when h 7 ica
ing was _taken into consideration. 833(1)1: Ht]iei:?g;s;;o]:am‘
got u?n%mdful of so obvious an explanation of her poxt‘feis
o climinate that element was his first care. To that d
?e would wrap the specimen in a piece of paper andac::e
'Il'lllllg r(;};l;‘;eal its ?haracter from her objective rlxunovrleélge-.-
i th:rass al\-vays th? same. She would read the - his-
S %elcamen with the same apparent accuracy
e ; & e professor, however, did not forget the
ity that telepathy was an element necessary to be
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eliminated. @®he possibility that she might read what was
in his own mind must, therefore, be provided against. 'To
that end he wrapped a large number of specimens in pack
ages as nearly alike as possible, and mixed them together
<o that it was impossible for him to know them apart. One
specimen after another would then be handed her, and
each ope would be described with the same accuracy as
before. This was considered the supreme test, and the
doctrine that * things,” in common with men, have ¢ souls,”
was thought to be demonstrated. The Orientalists would
say that he had demonstrated that the history of all things
is “recorded in the astral light,” whatever that may be.
The spiritist would say that the spirits of dead men had
given her the information. :

The true explanation is obvious to those who are ac-
quainted with thefacts of telepathy. The professor was an
eminent geologist and a classical scholar. In his subjective
mind was the history of every geological specimen in his
possession, pictured clearly and vividly, according to the
theories of the best geologists of his generation. His im-
agination carried him back to the time when chaos reigned
supreme. He followed the fragment of rock down through
all the changes which took place in the earth’s structure,
until it became a part of the solid mass of rock from which
it was taken. In the® ever-changing environment of that
fragment, since the time when it was a part of a vast mass
of molten matter, there was material for pictures of the sub-
limest scenes incident to the formation of a world. Those
pictures, to the imagination of every geologist worthy of the
title, are ever present and intensely vivid. A fragment of
rock to him is an open book, in which are recorded the

history of the sublimest works of Omnipotence, and his
jmagination supplies the panoramic illustrations.  In ex-
periments such as have been described, these pictures
are necessarily presented to the subjective mind of the
percipient in a form so clear and vivid that she would
be insensate indeed if she failed to describe them in
appropriate terms. And when we consider the fact that
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the ipients i
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. meant to imply that there is any doubt o_f the exlestegif ;Ji:;:

y hich is generally known as clan"voya:nc 5 e
e tions are as yet undecided. That is to say,
S 110 € l;etween clairvoyance and telepathy 15 .not at
boundaryimﬂ drawn. The field of clairvoyance 15 con-
L \zinﬂr its boundaries. Thus, a few years ago
s Darmtio: of a fact not cognizable by the senses
i p'ebrcfepd either to clairvoyance or to spirits. Sceptics
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:t was thought that the elemc;n'; ;ivz?:zjéh);, at:az L

L v O L
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1:)I;'l(iu‘ll\;jective minds, and that the subjective mind is endowe
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with transcendent powers in certain directions, while it
is hedged about with limitations in others, it is seen that
the professor did not succeed, as he had supposed, in
eliminating the element of telepathy. Thus the field of
clairvoyance is again curtailed, and that of telepathy corre-
spondingly enlarged. It may be assumed, therefore, that
the boundary lines between the two supposed powers are
still unmarked. In the mean time it is unsafe to assume

any one point as the boundary, or even to assume that there

1, in fact, any line at all. Judgment must be suspended

until telepathy is better understood. All that can be safely
said is that there are facts which cannot as yet be explained
on any other hypothesis than that of independent clairvoy-
ance. When we come across such a fact we may pro-
visionally assume the power to exist, and await the slow
progress of experimental knowledge to enable us to classify
the fact in accordance with its legitimate relations. It is
logically safe to do this as long as we thus avoid the neces-
sity of wholesale denials of demonstrated facts on the one
hand, and on the other refrain from entering the domain of
the supernatural in search of a hypothesis.

It is thought that enough has now been said to explain
the part which telepathy plays in the phenomena which have
been considered. and also to enable the intelligent reader
to apply the principles to all other classes of phenomena in
which telepathy constitutes a possible factor. It is con-
stantly reappearing in every phase of psychic phenomena,
and constitutes a factor in every manifestation of intelligent

power involving the perception of that which is beyond
the reach of the senses.

CLATRAUDIENCE,

The next subject in order is that of clairaudience, or

“clear hearing.” It is a faculty of the human mind much

more rarely developed than that of clairvoyance, — that is,
if we assume the latter to be identical with telepathy, which
we may do for the purposes of this discussion.
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The Century Dictionary defines clairaudience as the
supposed power of hearing in a'mesmeric trance sounds
which are not audible to the ‘ear in the natural waking
condition.”

This, as far-as it goes, is 2 correct definition of that faculty ;
but it defines a Very small part of its field of operations,
and that part which is of the least importance. It may be
defined, broadly, to be the power of hearing the spoken
words of a human soul” In other words, it is that fac-
ulty of man’s intelligence which enables his objective mind
to receive communications from his own subjective mind
or from that of another by means of spoken words. It
is one means of bringing: the operations of the subjective
mind above the threshold of consciousness. The power
is by no means confined to persons in 2 mesmeric trance,
although it seems probable that one must be in a partially

subjective state to enable him to hear clairaudiently. The
‘degree of subjectivity may be very slight, so that the per-
cipient may seem t0 himself and others to be in a perfectly
normal condition. The sounds — if that may be called
sound which does not cause atmospheric vibrations — are

perfectly distinct to the consciousness of the percipient, but

are not perceptible to others who may be near him and in
the normal condition.

Like all other means for bringing the operations of the
subjective mind above the threshold of consciousness, the
sounds have from time immemorial been attributed to
supernatural agencies. . Socrates furnished the most notable

example in ancient oOr modern times of a man whose sub--

jective mind was able at any time to communicate mes-
sages to his objective mind by means of spoken words. It
is well known that he supposed himself to be constantly at-
tended by a demon, or guardian spirit, who watched over
him and warned him of any danger that was imminent.
(See Chapter . for a fuller discussion of Socrates and his
demon.) The biblical student will recall to mind many
instances where voices were heard, conveying intelligence
of the most portentous character, and a critical examination
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of some o i i i
e f the instances will not fail to reveal their true
uu}y\/[;z;g;ipudtiall mediums of the present day have the fac-
pEe y developed. ‘So?ne of them are enabled to ob-
= ¢ names of their sitters by hearing them
;:;.111211@1&;1)7, and the names of supposed spirits :riolfﬁ)n
Ordina:; [:wihsjéne i-waty. It is popularly supposed that the
e d}? telepathic communion, when the mes-
s o ko H;lt,) t ;%bove the 'threshold of consciousness
L thelr?ssmm- It is, of course, impossible fo;
e processes employed in the ordinary com-
oo mjectwe minds. It seems probable, however
L by means c_:f s-;.uch _language as is employed b thé
5 tlmumcauts n o.b]ectwe life. All that is or can be kio
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;:izeuss i’cjt;ﬂc:f);gctwe mind, especially when (lansgtg: ntilytl:z
- dnment, or wht_:n some near relative or dear
i Sangel? Such impressions are known as pre-
e 15. on_'netlmes they are so strong as to be of real
abl\;lcfz r1rt:h‘:Zi.vertmg danger. But they are not always reli-
real,premnn;?a.sm; t_ha.t we are Sfﬂd()l’ﬂ able to distinguish a
e . on from that feeling arising from fear and
Ve;ledy regarding the welfare of those who are absent and
hasya i)a:er‘;oosi::o Thfus, a mother will often feel that she
afterwards Iearri ?h'{ci): liingee;rst?tg:e absemlfhﬂd’ ity
¢ g 4 7 groundless. Perh
at another time a real premonition wilibbe di i
4 isregarded.
acﬁg; E;zbzb};? that when the laws of subjec%ive ment;
e e be f;r understogd, there may be some method
e isy;;i;hnatfaetm_unenpremonition may be recog-
It is c in all cases where dan,
E;‘fr?:;olsg-i Lr;ni::rmer.lt, the subjective mind makes iez;;)rezi:
normal functio:;r,milgf 1?:;@‘;:“3:? 'f;mger. Eiis
g 1v i i
effort to preserve the life of the ligdii'sidsilen‘n;fdislgor;te
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times successful, and sometimes not ; but that the effort is
always made does not admit of doubt. Sometimes it suc-
ceeds by means most extraordinary, — clairaudience not
infrequently being the means of receiving the warning.
Thus, a lady once confessed to the writer that she at one
time, in a fit of despondency arising from ill health, at-
tempted to commit suicide. She had raised a pistol to her
head and was about to fire, when she heard an explosive
sound, apparently in the same room, resembling a pistol-

shot. This caused her to pause for an instant, when she

heard the words, apparently spoken in ‘her ear, ¢ Not now ;
you have two years yet!® Surprise caused her to lower
the pistol, and reflection caused her to desist, and finally to
abandon the idea of suicide. As the two years have not
yet expired, it is too early to know whether it is a case of
prevision as well as of clairaudience.

One of the most remarkable cases of clairaudient warning
against danger that has ever come under the observation of
the writer occurred near Washington a short time ago. A
well-known colored preacher was aboard a train on its way
to the city. He was dozing in his seat a few miles out,
when he was suddenly awakened by a cry of “ Wreck!
wreck | apparently sounding in his ears. He thought for
2 moment that he had been dreaming ; but after he was
fully awake he again heard the same words repeated three
times. As he happened to be the only occupant of the car,
he knew that no one was playing a trick upon him, and he
instantly became panic-stricken, and rushed to the rear end
of the car and jumped off, although the train was going at
the rate of thirty miles an hour. He was somewhat cut and
bruised, but managed to walk to the next station, where he
related his adventure to my informant. Little importance
was attached to the circumstance at that time, as his train
passed to the city in safety. But the very next train that
passed over the road in the same direction was wrecked by
the falling of a large rock upon it as it passed. The rock
overhung the track, and had evidently become loosened by

the vibrations caused by passing trains. Subsequent inves-
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tigation by my informant revealed the fact that the old
preacher had leaped from the train but a short distance
beyond the scene of the wreck.

_Now, it may be asked, how do we connect the clairau-
dient warning of the old man with the wreck which did not
occur to his train? It must be admitted that the circum-
stances do not constitute an ideally perfect case of a life
saved by a clairaudient reception of warning; but it must
also be held that the case is of all the greater evidential
value for that very reason. It is easy to perceive how the
f)ld man’s subjective mind perceived the danger, when it
is once admitted that it possesses the power to’ see that
which is not within the range of objective vision. Ever
alert for the safety of the individual, it perceived the dan-
ger, no matter how. It saw the condition of the overhang-
ing rock, and believed that that train would loosen its hold
In th.e_mean time the old man was in that passive, somnolent'
f:ondltlo_n most favorable for the reception of subjective
impressions or communications. He happened also.to be
clairaudient, and therefore in the best possible condition
for the conveyance of subjective messages above the thresh-
old of consciousness. And the message was delivered in
the most effective way possible,— in the same way in which
rSocrates was again and again warned of impending danger
That the catastrophe did not happen to his train I.Jroves.
onl'y that the intelligence which gave the warning was
ﬁmte, that its knowledge was circumscribed by the limita-
tions of human judgment, and that it did not proceed from
Omniscience.

It may be here remarked that this incident seems difficult
to explain on any other hypothesis than that of independent
clairvoyance. To explain it on the principle of telepathy
would involve the necessity of presupposing that some per-
son or persons knew of the dangerous situation of the rock
anld that they were in telepathic rapport with the percipient,
E1t11er supposition seems improbable, although not imposn.
'_szbk.a. Be this as it may be, the fact remains that the sub-
jective mind of man has some means of reaching out beyond
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the range of our faculties of objective perceptign,dfl'r_lél olf
knowing when and where danger threatens the 1? v ula.
That it is constantly on the alert for that purpose, is also
ce%?;;n its efforts are not directed ‘exdus‘wely to the prote}::-
tion of the body from harm. Itis also on ti‘;el alert ﬂfo; tf e
protection of the material intcreszts of the m(}mdual, g or
the advancement of whatever aims and 'opjects he has in
life. These objects are, of C:our::)e, subsidiary to the main
one, being means to the end in view, — namely, the lpres:er;
vation of human life. One of the m?st er}unegt av.l?er.

in the United States informs me c_onhdennally _Lhat ;1;
often guided, in critical emergencies, by a vmc;a wi :c-
gives him in a single, concise sentence tk‘le ke.y to the sxtuad
L‘:ion. All the years of his adult 11fe thlS-VOICE has \v“aril'e

him of impending danger, and‘ _guided lum. to the_ attaqrz;-
ment of the objects of his ambition. He did not, in Eathi
life, entertain any well-defined theory on the supéeilt E '
origin of the voice, but has always been guided Dy 1

monitions, and never to his disadvantage. Of late years,
)

however, he has become convinced of its true sour‘cet, a:i
now regards his faculty as of the most t_mnscer}dentlm er
and scientific importance, to say nothing of its value as a
perliogjémrzzlfg;ble that the faculty might be cultivated to
an unlimited extent, provided its true source could l‘)e ll'e-
cognized early in life and its monitions heeded. 11t isa fo
probable that most people havfz occasm.nally heard (:hmrauc 1:
ently, though but few have paid attention to the : é) eréow:?f
non ; and those who have done so h.avelelther attri uted i 12
imagination, or regarded it as a subjective h:allucm&tlon. :
either case the auto-suggestion would ncces.sanly preven
the development of the faculty. It sometimes happens,
however, that spirit mediums de:«elop the faculty to a r::—
markable extent. As they attribute the p!lenomena to
extraneous sources, the suggest.ion necessarily resui{ts hnt
corresponding phenomena. I't is nee@les_s to remaé tha
the same law of suggestion which prevails in the production
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of other phenomena governs the character of clairaudient
manifestations. Thus, if the suggestion is entertained that
the voice proceeds from a disembodied spirit, or from the
guardian angel of the percipient, the character suggested
will be assumed by the subjective entity, and future com-
munications will be conducted on that basis. It may thus
be made to assume the character of an angel or of a devil,
just as the suggestion happens to be made. The suggestion,
in the present state of knowledge on the subject of psychic
phenomena, must depend altogether upon accident, or the
education and habits of thought of the individual.

Doubtless, many persons have been made insane by con-
stantly hearing what they supposed to be spirit voices. Not
knowing the true origin of the phenomenon, they endow
it with whatever character happens to suggest itself, and
it readily assumes to be whatever is suggested ; or it may
assume a dozen different characters, if the person hap-
pens to imagine their existence.
be conceived when one is persuaded that he is beset by
supernatural beings. Insane people are often seen to be
engaged in conversation with some imaginary person, and
when we say of such a soliloquist, “ He is talking to him-
self,” we are wiser than we think; for that is the fact.

But the individual thought he was in conversation with

supernatural beings. We are accustomed to regard such

conversations as symptoms of insanity, whereas they are
oftentimes the cause of insanity. The patient for some
reason develops the faculty of clairaudience. He imagines
that the voice proceeds from some extraneous source. His
superstition causes him to ascribe it to spirits. He con-
stantly develops the faculty by practice, until he becomes

a monomaniac on the subject. His subjective mind, domi-

nated by an all-potent, but false, suggestion, gradually ob-

tains control of the objective faculties, and Reason abdicates
her throne. The man is insane, just as all men are insane
who allow their subjective minds to obtain the ascendency.

This is, of course, an extreme case; but it is less rare than

many suppose. Our asylums are full of men and women

. The effect can readily
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who, in one way or another, are dominated by their subjf‘.c‘
tive. minds, acting in obedience to false suggestions which
have been dwelt upon so long that reasen is powerless to
combat them. .

The lesson is obvious. We should learn first of all that
the subjective entity within each of us, whilst it is endowed
with transcendent powers, is also circumscribed by limita-
tions which unfit it for control of the dual man. Having
learned this, it should be our care to keep reason in the
ascendency, and to control the subjective mind by sugges-
tions which, while keeping it in subordination, will direct its
powers in the channel of its legitimate ‘functions, — n.amely,
the preservation and perpetuation of the human species.

Clairaudient powers, like every other power which enables
man to raise the operations of the subjective mind above
the threshold of consciousness, may to one who knows the
Jaws which govern it, who appreciates its powers, and who
is aware of its limitations, become a source of decided ad-
vantage. But to one who does not understand those lafvs,
powers, and limitations, those faculties may prove to be like
the wand in the hand of the slave of the magician in the
Eastern tale. He saw his master wave his wand, and heard
him give orders to the spirits who arose at his command.
The slave stole the wand, waved it in the air, and summoned
the spirits. They came at his summons, but tore him in
pieces instead of obeying his commands. He had not ob-
served that his master used his left hand for the purpose of
conjuration.

This tale was told for the purpose of illustrating the very
point which we have sought to make. The fate of the
magician’s slave was no worse than that which may befall
any man who irregularly summons his own spirit, without
understanding the laws which enable him to control it and
make it useful instead of destructive. He is conjuring

with the most potential force of nature below that of
Omnipotence.

CHAPTER XVIII.
THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITISM (confinued ).
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ANOTHER method of bringing the operations of the sub-

jective mind above the threshold of consciousness is
by means of an instrument called the planchette. It con-
sists of a thin board about six inches square, resting upon
two castors, the third leg consisting of a pencil, which
passes through a hole in the board, its point resting upon
the paper upon which the instrument is designed to write.
The mode of operation consists in resting the hand lightly
upon the board and allowing it to move over the paper
without consciously aiding its progress. In the hands of a
medium it will soon begin to write, apparently propelled by
an unseen power. A modification of this apparatus is now




