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no light by which he could be seen. He shared his throne
with his wife, the dark goddess of Night, named
Nyx or Nox, whose black robes, and still blacker
countenance, did not tend to enliven the surrounding gloom.

These two divinities wearied of their power in the course of
time, and called their son Erebus (Darkness) to their assistance.
His first act was to dethrone and supplant Chaos; Erebus, Zther,
and then, thinking he would be happier with a a°d Hemera.
helpmeet, he married his own mother, Nyx. Of course, with
our present views, this marriage was a heinous sin; but the an-
cients, who at first had no fixed laws, did not consider this union
unsuitable, and recounted how Erebus and Nyx ruled over the
chaotic world together, until their two beautiful children, Ather
(Light) and Hemera (Day), acting in concert, dethroned them,
and seized the supreme power.

Space, illumined for the first time by their radiance, revealed
itself in all its uncouthness. Ather and Hemera carefully ex-
amined the confusion, saw its innumerable possi- creation of Gza
bilities, and decided to evolve from it a “thing of 2°d Uranus.
beauty ;”” but quite conscious of the magnitude of such an under-
taking, and feeling that some assistance would be desirable, they
summoned Eros (Amor or Love), their own child, to their aid.
By their combined efforts, Pontus (the Sea) and Gza (Ge, Tel-
lus, Terra), as the Earth was first called, were created.

In the beginning the Earth did not present the beautiful ap-
pearance that it does now. No trees waved their leafy branches
on the hillsides; no flowers bloomed n the valleys; no grass
grew on the plains; no birds flew through the air. All was silent,
bare, and motionless. Eros, the first to perceive these deficien-
cies, seized his life-giving arrows and pierced the cold bosom
of the Earth. TImmediately the brown surface was covered with
luxuriant verdure; birds of many colors flitted through the foli-
age of the new-born forest trees; animals of all kinds gamboled
over the grassy plains; and swift-darting fishes swam in the lim-
pid streams. All was now life, joy, and motion.

Chaos and
Nyx.
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Gea, roused from her apathy, admired all that had already
been done for her embellishment, and, resolving to erown and
complete the work so well begun, created Uranus (Heaven).

¢ Her first-born Earth produc’d,
Of like immensity, the starry Heaven:
That he might sheltering compass her around
On every side.”
Hesiop (Elton’s tr.).

This version of the creation of the world, although but one
of the many current with the Greeks and Romans, was the one
most generally adopted; but another, also very
popular, stated that the first divinities, Erebus and
Nyx, produced a gigantic egg, from which Eros, the god of love,

The egg myth.

emerged to create the Earth.

‘“In the dreary chaotical closet
Of Erebus old, was a privy deposit,
By Night the primzeval in secrecy laid ;
A Mystical Egg, that in silence and shade
Was brooded and hatched ; till time came about:
And Love, the delightful, in glory flew out.”

ARISTOPHANES (Frere's tr.)

The Earth thus created was suppesed by the ancients to be
a disk, instead of a sphere as science has proved. The Greeks
fancied that their country occupied a central posi-
tion, and that Mount Olympus, a very high moun- and the river

Mount Olympus

i : : o
tain, the mythological abode of their gods, was =

placed in the exact center. Their Earth was divided into two
equal parts by Pontus (the Sea,— equivalent to our Mediter-
ranean and Black Seas); and all around it flowed the great
river Oceanus in a “steady, equable current,” undisturbed by
storm, from which the Sea and all the rivers were supposed to
derive their waters.

The Greeks also imagined that the portion of the Earth directly
north of their country was inhabited by a fortunate race of men,
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(Cybele, Ops) for his consort, and assigned to each of the others
some portion of the world to govern at will. To Oceanus and
Cronasand Thetis, for example, he gave charge Over the ocean
Bhe and all the rivers upon carth; while to Hyperion
and Pheebe he intrusted the direction of the sun and moon, which
the ancients supposed were daily driven across the sky in brilliant
golden chariots.
Peace and security now reigned on and around Mount Olym-
pus; and Cronus, with great satisfaction, congratulated himself
on the result of his enterprise. One fine morning, howcver, his
s disturbed by the announcement that a son was
born to him. The memory of his father’s curse then suddenly re-
turned to his mind. Anxious to avert so great 3 calamity as the
loss of his power, he hastened to his wife, determined to devour
the child, and thus prevent him from causing further annoyance.
Wholly unsuspicious, Rhea heard him inquire for his son. Gladly
n his extended arms; but imagine her surprise
and horror when she beheld her husband swallow the babe!
Time passed, and another child was born, but only to meet
with the same cruel fate. One infant after another disappeared
down the capacious throat of the voracious Cro-
nus,— a personiﬁcation of Time, who Creates only
In vain the bereaved mother besought the life of

the selfish, hard-hearted father would not relent.
y resolved to obtain

equanimity wa

she placed him i
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clothes, she handed it to Cronus, simulating intense grief.
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of the supreme power, and aided by Rhea’s counsels, and by
a nauscous potion prepared by Metis, a daughter of Oceanus,

Jupiter's compelled Cronus to produce the unfortunate chil-

supremacy- dren he had swallowed; i.e., Neptune, Pluto, Ves-
ta, Ceres, and Juno.

Following the example of his predecessor, Jupiter gave his
brothers and sisters a fair share of his new kingdom. The wis-
est among the Titans— Mnemosyne, Themis, Oceanus, and Hy-
perion — submitted to the new sovereign without murmur, but
the others refused their allegiance ; which refusal, of course, occa-
sioned a deadly conflict.

< \When gods began with wrath,
And war rose up between their starry brows,
Some choosing to cast Cronus from his throne
That Zeus might king it there, and some in haste
With opposite oaths that they would have no Zeus
To rule the gods forever.”
E. B. BrowninG.

Jupiter, from the top of Mount Olympus, discerned the superior
number of his foes, and, quite aware of their might, concluded

The giants’ that reénforcements to his party would not be su-

WAL perfluous.  In haste, therefore, he released the Cy-
clopes from Tartarus, where they had languished so long, stipu-
lating that in exchange for their freedom they should supply him
with thunderbolts,— weapons which only they knew how to
forge. This new engine caused great terror and dismay in the
ranks of the enemy, who, nevertheless, soon rallied, and struggled
valiantly to overthrow the usurper and win back the sovereignty
of the world.

During ten long years the war raged incessantly, neither party
wishing to submit to the dominion of the other, but at the end
of that time the rebellious Titans were obliged to yield. Some
of them were hurled into Tartarus once more, where they were
carefully secured by Neptune, Jupiter's brother, while the young
conqueror joyfully proclaimed his victory.

THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS.

¢ League all your forces then, ye powers above,
Join all, and try th’ omnipotence of Jove:
Let down our golden everlasting chain,
Whose strong embrace holds heaven and earth and main :
Strive all, of mortal and immortal birth, :
To drag, by this, the Thunderer down to earth
Ye strive in vain! if T but stretch this hand, ,
I heave the gods, the ocean, and the land:
I fix the chain to great Olympus’ height,
And the vast world hangs trembling in my sight!
For such I reign, unbounded and above ; =
And such are men and gods, compar’d to Jove.”

Homer (Pope's tr.).

: The scene of this mighty conflict was supposed to have been
in Thessaly, where the country bears the imprint of some great
natu?-al convulsion; for the ancients imagined that the gods
making the most of their gigantic strength and stature hirleﬁ
huge rocks at each other, and piled mountain upon mom’ltain to
reach the abode of Jupiter, the Thunderer.

f Mountain on mountain, as the Titans erst
My brethren, scaling the high seat of ]ove’
Heaved Pelion upon Ossa’s shoulders broa’d
In vain emprise.”

LowgLr.

Saturn, or Cronus, the leader and instigator of the revolt
weary at last of bloodshed and strife, withdrew to Italy, or Hes—,
peria, where he founded a prosperous kingdom, and ;‘éig,med in
peace for many long years.

Jupiter, having disposed of all the Titans, now fancied he
would enjoy the power so unlawfully obtained ; but Gza, to pun-

ish him for depriving her children of their birth- Death

tight, created a terrible monster, called Typheeus, °f Typheeus.

9K Typhon, which she sent to attack him. This Typhceus was a
glant, from w_hose trunk one hundred dragon heads 'arose; flames
shot from his eyes, nostrils, and mouths; while he incessantly
uttered such-blood-curdling screams, that the gods, in terror, fled




