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MINERVA AND PROMETHEUS.— Thorwaldsen.
: ( Copenhagen.)
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and none remained for the endowment of man. Although they
had not the remotest idea how to overcome this difficulty, they
proceeded to fashion man from clay.

“ Prometheus first transmuted

Atoms culled for human clay.”
Horace.

They first molded an image similar in form to the gods; bade
Eros breathe into its nostrils the spirit of life, and Minerva (Pal-
las) endow it with a soul; wherenpon man lived, and moved, and
viewed his new domain.

Justly proud of his handiwork, Prometheus observed man, and
longed to bestow upon him some great power, unshared by any
other creature of mortal birth, which would raise him far above
all other living beings, and bring him nearer to the perfection of
the immortal gods. Fire alone, in his estimation, could effect
this; but fire was the special possession and prerogative of the
gods, and Prometheus knew they would never willingly share it
with man, and that, should any one obtain it by stealth, they
would never forgive the thief. Long he pondered the matter, and
finally determined to obtain fire, or die in'the attempt.

One dark night, therefore, he set out for Olympus, entered
unperceived into the gods’ abode, seized a lighted brand, hid it
in his bosom, and departed unseen, exulting in the suceess of his
enterprise. Arrived upon earth once more, he consigned the
stolen treasure to the care of man, who immediately adapted it to
various purposes, and eloquently expressed his gratitude to the
benevolent deity who had risked his own life to obtain it for him.

*“OFf Prometheus, how undaunted
On Olympus’ shining bastions
His audacious foot he planted,
Myths are told and songs are chanted,
Eull of promptings and suggestions.

¢ Beautiful is the tradition
Of that flight through heavenly portals,
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The old classic superstition
Of the theft and the transmission

Of the fire of the Immortals.”
LONGEELLOW.

From his lofty throne on the topmost peak of Mount Olympus
Jupiter beheld an unusual light down upon earth. Anxious to
ascertain its exact nature, he watched it closely, and before long
discovered the larceny. His anger then burst forth, terrible to
behold ; and the gods all quailed when they heard him solemnly
vow he would punish the unhappy Prometheus without mercy.
To seize the offender in his mighty grasp, bear him off to the
Caucasian Mountains, and bind him fast to a great rock, was but
2 moment’s work. ‘Therea voracious vulture was summoned to
feast upon his liver, the tearing of which from his side by the
bird’s cruel beak and talons cansed the sufferer mtensc anguish.
All day long the vulture gorged himself; but during the cool
night, while the bird slept, Prometheus’ suffering abated, and the
liver grew again, thus prolonging the torture, which bade fair to
have no end.

Disheartened by the prospect of long years of unremitting
pain, Prometheus at fimes could not refrain from pitiful com-
plaints; but generation after generation of men lived on earth,
and died, blessing him for the gift he had obtained for them at
such a terrible cost. After many centuries of woe, Hercules, son
of Jupiter and Alcmene, found Prometheus, killed the yulture,
broke the adamantine chains, and liberated the long-suffering
god.

The first mortals lived on earth in a state of perfect innocence
and bliss. The air was pure and balmy; the sun shone brightly

s all the year; the earth brought forth delicious

Epime{heus fruit in abundance; and beautiful, fragrant flowers

and Pandora. 1 omed everywhere. Man was content. Extreme
cold, hunger, sickness, and death were unknown. Jupiter, who
justly ascribed a good part of this beatific condition to the gift

conferred by Prometheus, was greatly displeased, and tried to

THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS.

devise some means to puhis 1
: z punish mankind for the ace
or the acece
heavenly fire. : i
With this 'pose 1n Vi
o h this pmpo._ac in view, he assembled the gods on Mount
ympus, where, In solemn council, they decided t
L ‘ ) g 0 create
oman; and, as soon as she had been artfully fashioned 1
ol 500 : y fa: , each
ORC cn‘dm\cd her with some special charm, to make he
attractive. ? s
S 3
: “The crippled artist-god,
[llustrious, molded from the yicldine clay
A bashful virgin’s image, as ad vis‘da
Saturnian Jove.

({3 o] T 1 1 1
‘ But now when the fair mischief, seeming-good
]"Ilb hand had perfected, he led her forth e
f}xultmg in her grac’d attire, the gift
Jf Pallas, in the midst of gods and men
On men.and gods in that same moment seiz’d
The ravishment of wonder, when they saw
- 54
Fhe deep deceit, th’ inextricable snare.”
oL : Hesiop (Elton’s tr.).
heir . 5 Were
e united efforts were crowned with the utmost success
Nothing was lacking, exc :
g was lacking, except a name for
g, a name for the peerless cr
: I ss creature
and the gods, affer due consideration, decrced she she Hur:‘
called Pandora. They e .
Pz : hey then bade Mercury t
: ) 2 Mercury take her to Pr
theus as a oift f : e
5 as a gift from heaven; but he, k 1
‘ ; , knowing only too well th:
nothing good would come to him from the gods‘-r fused i
‘ g 8o : rods, refused to ac-
cept her, 2 z d hi -
i , and cautioned his brother Epimetheus to follow his

example. Unfortunately Epi
P Unfortunately Epimetheus was of a confiding dis-

5(),_‘itiﬂn‘ < ; e 1
POs and when he beheld the maiden he exelaimed, “Surely
2

S0 Jl‘{il“il!] dlld (%) tl > a be d = o
gentie [} 1 can }")1 g €y lf 1 l a epte ].
g noe
htr nost JOV f‘li]l\. : o o (

The first days of their uni
s Ir,\ days of their union were spent in blissful wanderings
and in hanc ]
= hu;d, under the cool forest shade; in weaving ;zar[an?!;
of fragra VTS ; i i sth fhe ]
= g ;,‘} ?u owers ; and in refreshing themselves with the luscions
t, which hung so temptingly within reach. 227

One IO\-'[‘]} 1 ile the y SawW
7 EveEnin 'hl]_( da e
€ Eﬂ W ICllu, on .h 61’(.,(’.1], the Saw




PANDORA — Sichel.
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Mercury, Jupiter's messenger, coming towards them. His step
was slow and weary, his garments dusty and travel-stained, and
he seemed almost fo stagger beneath the weight of a huge box
which rested upon his shoulders. Pandora immediately ceased
dancing, to speculate with feminine curiosity upon the contents
of the chest. She nudged Epimetheus, and in a whisper begged
him to ask Mercury what brought him thither. Epimetheus
complied with her request; but Mercury evaded the guestion,
asked permission to deposit his burden in their dwelling for safe-
keeping, professing himself too weary to convey it to its destina-
tion that day, and promised to call for it shortly. The permis-
sion was promptly granted. Mercury, with a sigh of relief, placed
the box in one corner, and then departed, refusing all hospitable
offers of rest and refreshment.

He had scarcely crossed the threshold, when Pandora expressed
a strong desire to have a peep at the contents of the mysterious
box; but Epimetheus, surprised and shocked, told her that her
curiosity was unseemly, and then, to dispel the frown and pout
seen for the first time on the fair face of his beloved, he entreated
her to come out into the fresh air and join in the merry games of
their companions. For the first time, also, Pandora refused to
comply with his request. Dismayed, and very much discouraged,
Epimetheus sauntered out alone, thinking she would soon join
him, and perhaps by some caress atone for her present willfulness.

Left alone with the mysterious casket, Pandora became more
and more inquisitive. Stealthily she drew near, and examined it
with great interest, for it was curiously wrought of dark wood,
and surmounted by a delicately carved head, of such fine work-
manship that it seemed to smile and encourage her. Around
the box a glittering golden cord was wound, and fastened on top
in an intricate knot. Pandora, who prided herself specially on
her deft fingers, felt sure she could unfasten it, and, Teasoning
that it would not be indiscreet to untie it if she did not raise the
lid, she set to work. Long she strove, but all in vain. Ever

and anon the laughing voices of Epimetheus and his companions,
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playing in the Juxuriant shade, were wafted in on the summer
breeze. Repeatedly she heard them call, and beseech her to join
them; yet she persisted in her attempt. She was just on the
point of giving it up in despair, when suddenly the refractory
knot yielded to her fumbling fingers, and the cord, unrolling,
dropped on the floor.

Pandora had repeatedly fancied that sounds like whispers issued
from the box. The noise now seemed to increase, and she breath-
lessly applied her ear to the lid to ascertain whether it really
proceeded from within. Imagine, therefore, her surprise when
she distinctly heard these words, uttered in the most pitiful
accents: ¢ Pandora, dear Pandora, have pity upon us! Free us
from this gloomy prison! Open, open, we beseech you!”

Pandora’s heart beat so fast and loud, that it seemed for a
moment to drown all other sounds. Should she open the box?
Just then a familiar step outside made her start guiltily. Epime-
theus was coming, and she knew he would urge her again to
come out, and would prevent the gratification of her curiosity-
Precipitately, therefore, she raised the lid to have one little peep
before he came in.

Now, Jupiter had malignantly crammed into this box all the
discases, SOTTOWS, ViCEs, and crimes that afflict poor humanity ;
and the box was no sooner opened, than all these ills flew out,
in the guise of horrid little brown-winged creafurcs, closely
resembling moths. These little insects fluttered about, alight-
ing, some upon Epimetheus, who had just entered, and some
upon Pandora, pricking and stinging them most unmercifully.
Then they flew ontl through the open door and windows, and
fastencd upon the merrymakers without, whose shouts of joy were
soon changed into wails of pain and anguish.

Epimetheus and Pandora had never before experienced the
faintest sensation of pain or anger; but, as soon as these winged
evil spirits had stung them, they began to weep, and, alas! quar-
reled for the first time i their lives. Epimetheus reproached his
wife in bitterest terms for her thoughtless action ; but in the very
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During many centuries, therefore, Hope continued to be re-
vered, although the other divinities had ceased to be worshiped.

According to another version, Pandora was sent down to man,
bearing a vase in which the evil spirits were imprisoned, and on
the way, seized by a fit of curiosity, raised the cover, and allowed
them all to escape.

Little by little the world was peopled; and ‘the first years of
man’s existence upon earth were, as we have seen, years of

unalloyed happiness: There was no occasion for

F The Four Ages.
labor, for the earth brought forth. spontaneously E=S

all that was necessary for man’s subsistence.: ““Innocence, vir-
tue, and truth prevailed; neither were there any laws to restrict
men, nor judges to punish.” This time of bliss has justly borne
the fitle of Golden Age, and the people in Italy then throve
under the wise Tule of good old Saturn, or Cronus.

Unfortunately, nothing in this world is lasting; and the Golden
Age was followed by another, not quite so prosperous, hence
called the Silver Age, when the year was first divided into seasons,
and men were obliged to toil for their daily bread,

“Succeeding times a silver age behold,
Excelling brass, but more excell’d by gold.
Then summer, autumn, winter, did a))péar,
And spring was but a season of the year;
The sun his annual course obliquely made,
Good days contracted, and eplarg’d the bad.
The air with sultry heats began to glow,
The wings of winds were clogg’d with ice and snow;
And shivering mortals into houscs driven.
Sought shelter from the inclemency of heaven.
Those houses, then, were caves or homely sheds,
With twining osiers fenc’d, and mass their heds.
Then plows, for seed, the fruitful furrows broke,
And oxen labor'd first beneath the yoke.”
Ovin (Dryden’s o).
Yef, in spite of these few hardships, the people were happy,
far happier than their descendants during the Age of Brass, which
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speedily followed, when strife became customary, and differences
were scttled by blows.

But by far the worst of all was the Iron Age, when men’s pas-
sions knew no bounds, and they even dared refuse all homage
to the immortal gods. War was waged incessantly ; the earth
was saturated with blood ; the rights of hospitality were openly
violated ;: and murder, Tape, and theft were committed on all sides.

Jupiter had kept 2 close watch over men’s actions during
all these years, and this evil conduct aroused his wrath to sueh
a point, that he vowed he would annihilate the
human race. But the modes of destruction were
nanifold, and, as he could not decide which would eventually
prove most officacious, he summoned the sods to deliberate and

The Deluge.

aid him by their counsels. The first suggestion offered, was to
destroy the world by fire, kindled by Jupiter's much-dreaded
thunderbolts; and the king of gods was about to put it into
instant execution, when his arm was stayed by the objection that
the rising flames might set fre to his own abode, and reduce its
magnificence to unsightly ashes. He therefore rejected the plan
as impracticable, and bade the gods devise other means of de-
struction.

After much delay and discussion, the immortals agreed to wash
mankind off the face of the earth by a mighty deluge. The
winds were instructed to gather together the rain clouds over the
earth. Neptune let loose the waves of the sea, bidding them
rise, overflow, and deluge the land. No sooner had the gods
spoken, than the elements obeyed : the winds blew ; the rain fell
in torrents; lakes, seas, rivers, and oceans broke their bonds; and
terrified mortals, forgetting their petty quarrels in a common im-
pulse to flee from the death which threatened them. climbed
the highest mountains, clung to uprooted trees, and even took
refuge m the light skiffs they had constructed in happier days:

Their efforts were all in vain, however; for the waters 10s€ higher §
and higher, overtook them one after another in their neffectual

efforts to escape, closed over the homes where they might have
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cast your mother’s bones behind you!” To obey such a com-
mand scemed sacrilegious in the extreme; for the dead had
always been held in deep veneration by the Greeks, and the des-
ecration of a grave was considered a heinous crime, and punished
accordingly. But, they reasoned, the gods’ oracles can seldom be
accepted in a literal sense; and Deucalion, after due thought,
explained to Pyrrha what he conceived to be the meaning of this CHAPTER II
]'ll}-':‘}'{@l‘i(’,!llr‘.- t_‘{lmmami. =
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The Earth,” said he, “is the mother of all, and the stones JUPITER.

]

may be considered her bones.” Husband and wife speedily

decided to act upon this premise, and continued their descent, JUPITER, Jove, or Zeus, king of the gods, supreme riler of th

2 : : : . DS, § ruler of the

casting stones behind them. All those thrown by Deucalion universe, the special deity of mankind, the personification of th
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were immediately changed into men, while those cast by Pyrrha sky and of all the phenomena of the air. and the

became women. guard_ian of political order and peace, was the most > Pcr S Hities.
Thus the carth was peopled for the second time with a blame- prominent of all the Olympian divinities : the others were obliged

less race of men, sent to replace the wicked beings slain by to submit to his will, and trembled at his all-powerz:ul nodoj o

Jupiter. Deucalion and Pyrrha shortly after became the happy ““He, whose all-conscious eyes the world behold
Tllme eternal Thunderer sat, enthroned in go]d’
High heaven the footstool of his feet he makes-

orandsons lon and Achzeus, became the ancestors of the Aolian, G bl Oheen bl J

parents of a son named Hellen, who gave his name to all the
Hellenic or Greek race; while his sons Aolus and Dorus, and

Dorian, Tonian, and Achaian nations. gl
Other mythologists, in- treating of the deluvian myths, state 'She im]?" e o R
'. ; . : Shakes 1 5 i
that Deucalion and Pyrrha took refuge in an ark, which, after Th e
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igh heaven with trembling the dread signal took
And all Olympus to the center shook.” :

sailing about for many days, was stranded on the top of Mount
Parnassus. This version was far less popular with the Greeks,

although it betrays still more plainly the common SOUTCE whence HowmER (Pope’s tr.).

all these myths are derived.
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FLETCHER. - th;?giogrrf;}r;:;t}: all othn?r Greek and Roman divinities, Jupiter,
= , Was sub.;ect to pleasure, pain, grief, and anger,
Ita‘z':y} to all the passions which rule the hearts of men.
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