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As for the Penates, they presided over the houses and domes-
tic affairs. Each head of a household was wont to choose his
own Penates, whom he then invoked as his special patrons. The
statues of the Penales werc of clay, wax, ivory, silver, or gold,
according to the wealth of the family whose hearth they graced,
and the offerings generally made to them were a small part of
each meal.

Upon removing from one house to another or from one place
to another, it was customary for the head of the family to re-
move his household gods also, and establish them suitably before
he thought of his own or his family’s comfort, and in return for
this kindly care the Penates blessed him with peace and pros-

perity.

CHAPTER XVIL
JANUS.

Janus, god of the past, present, and future, of gates, entra
:;-'ar, and peace, and patron of all beginnings, z;ltholl.:frh onllcecj;

16 most importz : diviniti ;
e thle (rf(:l:;:f all the Roman divinities, was entirely un-

According to some mythologists, he was the son of Apollo;
and, although born in Thessaly, he early in life. came t~ PIO i
wh@: he founded a city on the Tiber, to which he ’;vettlo s
Janiculum. Here he was joined by the exile(lg Satu . nam;:
whom‘ he generously shared his tllron{;. 'l'(.)gethc.r th‘t‘ -'r‘r'i,"l"‘r]t
the‘\wld inhabitants of Ttaly, and blessed them with ‘ Llllu lze'd
perity that their reign has often been called the Age oglziol(fms_

: “ Saturn fled before victorious Jove

Driven c.lown and banish’d from the realms al;ox'e

Hrc_, by just laws, embodied all the train, :

'\\ ho roam’d the hills, and drew them to the plain;

T?cre fixed, and Latium called the new abode !

'\\- hose friendly shores concealed the latent cr021.

These realms, in peace, the monarch long chtrolled

And blessed the nations with an age of gold.” :
VirciL (C. Pitt’s tr.).

anus is g ; 5 1 wi
qitgc ; s generally represented with two faces, turned in oppo-
Site directions, because he was acquainted with -

the ast s w_]anus‘
aA.S l . ) ¥ O ~ :
past and future as well as with the present, twofaces.

and becanse i5 consi
e e;l,:mba he is considered an emblem of the sun, which
ens the 7 at its risi s
e day at its rising, and closes the day at ifs setting
205




206 CLASSICAL MYTHS.

In some statues he is represented with one white-haired and
bearded face, and the other quite youthful in appearance, while
others represent him with three and even four heads.

¢ Janus am I; oldest of potentates;
Forward I look, and backward, and below
I count, as god of avenues and gates,
The years that through my portals come and go.
I block the roads and drift the fields with snow;
I chase the wild-fowl from the frozen fen;
My frosts congeal the rivers in their flow;

My fires light up the hearths and hearts of men.”
LONGFELLOW-

The commencement of every new year, month, and day was
held sacred to Janus, and at that time special sacrifices and
prayers were offered up at his shrines. He also presided over
all gates and avenucs, and through him alone prayers were sup-
posed to reach the immortal gods: therefore in all religious
ceremonies his name was always the first invoked. From this
circumstance he often appears with a key in his right hand, and a
rod in his left; or, when he presides over the year, he holds the
number 300 1n one hand, and 65 in the other.

He was also supposed to watch over peace and war, and had
numerous temples throughout all Ttaly. One very celebrated

Worship of temple was called Janus Quadrifons, because it

Januz was perfectly square. On each side of the build-
ing there was one door and three windows. These apertures
were all s_vmho]ir‘ul‘-—the doors of the four seasons, and the
windows of the twelve months, of the year.

In times of war the temple gates were opened wide, for the
people, being in need of aid and comfort, Were all anxious to
enter and present their offerings; but when peace reigned, the
doors were immediately closed, for.the god’s intercession was no
longer necessary. The Romans, however, were such a belligerent
people, that the temple gates were closed but thrice in MOrc than
seven centuries, and then only for a very short period.

JANUS. o

estivals in honor of Janus were celebrated on the first day

of the ne .
€W year; and one month bore the god’s name, and
was considered sacred to him. ot

i e It was customary for friends and

L 2 f.s}. exchange calls, good wishes, and gifts on the first

2 : _ s . ;
y of this month,—a Roman custom in force to this day

. Janus is not the only one among the Greek and Latin divini
ties Iwhose name has been given to a part of the )L;r or ‘”!1‘
fu‘r in Latin the names of the days are dies So/is ; i
(Sun chly), dies Lune (Moon day), dies .-’1[(‘?!’?’4"3 ﬁz:fg}g:::‘
{[f ;za;; ?da.y), ;?:z.‘s ;?.{ff’rrn{m' (‘l\'l'cx:cury’s. (L:l}'), dies Jovis (Jove's day),

2 zzrzs(. enus’ day), dzes Safurni (Saturn’s day) ; Latin nam'c-‘
\\;hlcl} are still in use in legislative and judi(‘.iur} ;1(‘1;\' whil =
English the common nomenclature is derived from tl'l(.,"l ‘e -
the corresponding Saxon divinities. e




CHAPTE R XVIL
SOMNUS AND MORS.

AriER leaving the joyless regions of Pluto’s realm, and fol-
lowing the even course of the Lethe River, the ancients fancied
e one 1'u:u'hc-\? a large cave in a Tcmc'ﬂa& and quiet
valley. This cave was the dwelling of Somnus (or
Hupnos), god of sleep, and of his twin brother Mors (or Thanatos),
god of death; and both were sons of the Goddess of Night, who
had once ruled the whole aniverse. Near the enfrance of the
gently shaking great

cave, shadowy forms kept constant watch,
bunches of poppies, and, with finger to lips. enjoining silence on
all who ventured near. These forms were the genii of sleep and
death, represented in art as crowned with poppies or amaranths,
and sometimes holding a funeral urn or a reversed torch.

The cave was divided into chambers, each onc darker and
more silent than the one which preceded it. In one of the inner

Sempus end  EQOIOS which was all draped with sable curtains,

Morpheus.  stood a downy couch, upon which reclined the
monarch of sleep. His garments Were also black, but all strewn
with golden stars. He wore a crown of poppies on his head, and
held a goblet full of poppy juice in his languid hand. U is
drowsy head was supported by Morpheus, his prime minister, who
watched incessantly over his prolonged slumbers, and hindered

any one from troubling his repose.

¢ Peep in a cavern dwells the drowsy god:
Whose gloomy mansion nor the rising suil,
Nor setting, visits, nor the lightsome noon :
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But lazy vapors round the region fly,

Perpetual twilight, and a doubtful sky;

No crowing cock does there his wings display,

Nor with his horny bill provoke the day:

Nor watchful dogs, nor the more wakeful geese,

Disturb with nightly noise the sacred peace:

Nor beast of nature, nor the tame, are nigh,

Nor trees with tempest rock’d, nor human cry;
But safe repose, without an air of breath,

Dwells here, and a dumb quiet next to death.

An arm of Lethe, with a gentle flow,

Arising upwards from the rock below,

The palace moats, and o’er the pebbles creeps,
And with soft murmurs calls the coming sleeps;
Around its entry nodding poppies grow,

And all cool simples that sweet rest hestow ;
Night from the plants their sleepy virtue drains,
And passing, sheds it on the silent plains:
No door there was the unguarded house to keep;
On creaking hinges turn’d to break his sleep.
But in the gloomy court was rais’d a bed,

Suf'd with black plumes, and on an ebon sted :

Black was the covering to0, W here lay the god,

And slept supine, his limbs display’d abroad.

About his head fantastic visions fly,

Which various images of things supply,

And mock their forms; the leaves on Trees not more,

Nor bearded ears in fields, nor sands upon the shore.”

Ovip (Dryden’s tr.)
Jovered throngs of exquisite

All around the bed and over it i
heir pleasant mes-

Dreams, who stooped to whisper t
while in the distant COINers of

the hideous Nightmares.
arth under Mercury’s

spirits, the
Dreams and  SABES in his ear;
Nightmares. the apartment lurked

The Dreams Wwere often lli.\'pi'lti'ht‘ll to €
charge, to visit mortals.
led out of the valley

The Dreams which passe

of sleep,—one of ivory, and
d through the glit-

delusive, while those which p;t.‘ssed

Two gates
the other of horn.
tering gates of ivory Wwere

SOMNUS AND MORS. Z11

[}]r(ll]"}] 1}1(" }1("]1':1 L
B ¥y :—':cltt.’ of hﬂ]” Were des 1 e( ( tr

: s XL - ] stine to ¢ € c i
th course 0{ time. e S

COf dra?-ams, O stranger, some are meaningless

:t\‘nd idle, and can never be fulfilled. :

!w‘o portals are there for their shadowy shapes

f)‘f ivory one, and one of horn. The ({rezlms =

lllat come through the carved ivory deceive

With promises that never are made good ;

But those which pass the doors of I){'ITiShE(i horn

And are beheld of men, are ever true.” ,
Homer (Bryant's tr.).

Dreams were also frequently sent through the gates of ho
to ll.l'l‘]][lr(’ mortals for misfortunes, as in lhlc case n; H:llh'\‘fm ‘ +
( eyx, King of Thessaly, was once forced to part frc:mlhi'(}. 3
lo_\..'cd wife, Halcyone, to travel off to Delphi to consult the ¢ N "lb
With many tears this loving couple parted, a'n:ll e
l--lz}!rynnc watched the lessening sail until it had f;grﬁ;i;a;g:
quite _\'anish::r] from sight; then she returned to her palace fc
pray for her husband’s safe return. But, alas! the (r:r(i" I'l;
decreed they should never meet again on c;.mh; ‘;md L':t'l'lb“';“l]("
Halcyone prayed, a tempest arose which wrecked (L\\- vcs:-I(
dn:.l. caused him and all his crew to perish in the .-h:clhil;". \\1\(1 ‘
Day after day the queen hastened down to the seami::lr; fchnl.-
:nl:w;wi l;,\ her attendants, to watch for the returning sails r>;' her
1;:“:::1: :imd ind Ihn;_:htﬂ;lfu*r mghl she lay on her couch,
yic _putma the morrow, which she ever fancied would
prove auspicious. The gods, seeing her anxiety, and wishing to
prepare her to receive the news of his death, and :‘_’hjn‘("i‘ﬂi: to
view with some composure his corpse, which they llhﬂ.tl fII" ided
should be washed ashore, sent a ]Jrealﬁ to visit ]n'~r o
After assuming the face and form of Ceyx, the Dream glided
away through the gate of horn, hastened to Halcyone’s In-?l 1 1-*
and whispered that her husband was dead, and that Ili;!;nd\'h\:.":
even now being cast up on the smooth, sandy beach iw the '-‘»‘;l-t
sea waves. With a wild cry of terror and gric-f, I—lulv)-’ot'u: ;n\'(ﬁ;e,
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and hastened to the seashore to convince herself that the dream

had been false; but che had no sooner reached the beach, than
the waves washed her husband’s corpse 10 her feet.

To endure life without him seemed too great 4 task for poor
Halcyone, who immediately cast herself into the sea, to perish
beside him. Touched by grief so real and intense, the gods
changed both bodies into birds, since known as Halcyon birds,
and decreed they should ever live on the waters. These birds
were said to build their nests and hatch th
ing billows, and to utter shrill cries of warning
yare for the blast,

eir young on the heav-
to the seamen

whenever a storm threatened, bidding them prej

and hasten to shelter in port, if they would not encounter the

mournful fate of poor Ceyx.

Mors, god of death, occupied one of the corners of Somnus’

He was a hideous, cadaverous-looking deity, clad in a

cave.
hourglass and a scythe

winding sheet, and held an
Mors. : S ; L
in his hand. His hollow eyes Werc fixed upon

the sands of time; and when they had run out, he knew some

life was about to end, and sallied forth, scythe in hand, to mow
down his prey with relentless jOy-

Needless to say, this cruel deity was viewed by the ancients
fear and dislike, and no homage was offered him.

with
however, but of slight 1mportance

These two divinities Were,
in the general scheme of ancient mythology, in which Proserpind
ally recarded as the emblem of death, and they were
The 1.acedzmonians paid

bly plnu-d their statues side

was gener
therefore more like local divinities.
the most heed to them, and invaria
by side.

As for Morpheus, the

Somnus, he was also called the god of sleep,
ede for his good offices. He is gens

son as well as the prime minister of
and mortals were

wont to interc

Morpheus. - - .
e erally rl-prewmed as a sleeping child of great cor=
Morpheus held a vase in one hand,

pulence, and with wings.
tly shook to induce 2

in the other, which he gen

and poppies
state of drowsiness,— according to him, the acme of bliss.

CHAPTER XVIIIL
EOLUS.

\()'l VETry f' I ; ) ( S5 1\ TS,
i ar awe [0 )
) \ LY i.‘ IOl lh" (IHIL'l lt’iilin I_'f Somnu all(i \.[l 3
i 1€ Su 1ce of tE}L‘ € € < Olle -'\ ( \. ( :

[ El T arth, were Tll '}‘ I¢

L . -I ; Sy £3.011dn [.'l&n I.',. now
known as hl‘ I,]Ikll] ].\I(‘Hld,\', wihere “] J]H.\'. ALt wl of the ‘\'[l!i’[’]‘l and
windas, ._,() e L(‘i \ L |
l1.' VETT a Very un Ul\' L 'l‘l Lt I i (0] 1
1 = I Y < 1 )lllL 1 ) c
{)li]gﬂl On.

is said to have received hi
ave received his royal dignity f :
hands : ignity from the fair

i of Juno, and he was therefore specially eager to ob 11
bt ially obey a
ier behests. Ile 1s commonly reputed to have :

married A j : :
narried Aurora, or Eos, who gave him six sons Chiﬁ;::
: SIX ¢ S: Lk

i.L‘.. as Y y 4 >
B rcas, Ell(_ T« I[h W Ll. Corus 1} € O E WESE W ]3d \l‘ 1110

the west wind; Notus, tl
- 4 I ind; Notus, the southwest wind; Eurus, the t
wind ;: and lastly, Zephyr ey e
£ d | istly, Zephyrus, the gentle and lovable south wind
vhose mission it was t : :
as to announce to mortal f
‘ fals the retur Ve
e S e return of ever-
Aolus’ fiv 2
Vs 1 & Ve 3 % - TETE 3 5
- 1ve elder sons were of a moisy, roving, mischievous
turbule i :
: :nt disposition, and peace and quiet were utterly impossil I,
to them. T 1 1 i - j ey
1 E. I'o prevent their causing serious disasters, he therefor
ruled them with a ve 1 e e
a very strict hand, kept tl
s ‘ 3 and, ke hem very closely ¢
fined in a great cav : y closely con-
g 1 great cave, and let them loose only one ata time, 1
retch their limbs and take a little exercise o
“ Aolus in a cavern vast
With bolt and barrier fetters fast
Rebellious storm and howling blast.
They with the rock’s reverberant roar
Chafe blustering round their prison door:
}‘1"-. throned on high, the scepter sways
Controls their moods, their wrath 'tlla_\-'a 2

ViIRGIL (Conington’s tr.).
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always obeyed their
reluctant, returned
Jeir impotent rage

Although very unruly indecd, the winds
father’s voice, and at his command, however
to their gloomy prison, where they expended tl
in trying to shake its strong walls.
According to his
Aolus either sent the ge
them, let the fiercest of
mountain-high, lash
break their masts,

r in conformity with the gods’

own mood, (
to play among the

ntler winds
all his children free,
them to

rw}lin'.ﬂ_
flowers, Or, recalling
pile up the waves
{ all the vessels at sea,
roofs off the houses, etc.,

1.

with orders fto

foam, tear the sails o
— in short, to

uproot the trees, tear the

do all the harm they possibly coul¢

and unconfin’d,

¢ Now rising all at once,
g wind :

uarter roars the rushir
e wide Atlantic Ocean’s bed,
Corus rears his dreadful head,
yotent breath controls,

From every q
First, from tl
Tempestuous

Th’ obedient deep his |
the foamy flood he rolls 3

And, mountain-high,
defied,

Him the Northeast encountering fierce,
And back rebuffeted the yielding tide.
The curling Surges loud conflicting meet,

Dash their proud heads, and bellow as they beat;
While piercing Boreas, fr Scythian strand,
and sco
was left to dwell,
Aolian cell,

his power to boast,

om the
Plows up the waves ops the lowest sand.
Nor Eurus then, [ ween,

Nor showery Notus in th’
But each from €very side,

Ranged his proud forces to defend the coast.”
LUCAN.

Acolus, king of the winds, shared with
the sails which propel th
who. according to Homer, bound al
but one in a leather bag, which he gave to
Thanks to this gift, Ulysses
1d have landed in safety,

ik to investigate 1tS contents,

inventing ¢ ships s0 swiftly
It was he, too,

ter visited Aoha.
of Tthaca, and wou

view of port, untied the s

Dw=edalus the honor of
over the tide.
1 his children
Ulysses when the lat-
. reached the shores
had not his men, n
and thus

AOLUS.
215

set free the a :
n : .
e : gry winds, who stirred up the most fri
pest in mythic annals. ost frightful tem-
The ancients
ancients, 2 TerT
W T f‘"‘d especially the Athenians, paid particul
1€ winds S S, Pa »articular at-
e ds, to whom they dedicated a temple, wl o l_[
: “:A ant, and generally known as the Tov £ e D
1e Winds ~ T it £ VET O
: Is, or the lt'lil[rlu of Aol “Fhi Temple of
is hexagonal, and on each sid S. 1is temple Zolus.
i ; gy c 2dcnl side a ﬂ." . 3
winds is represented ying figure of one of the
Eurus, tl .
4 S, the cast w e
flying i St "f"l(l’ was generally depicted “as a y
f'l g with great impetuosity 'msl-ni't 45 4 young man
S e 5, A en appearing in a play
“appeared humor.”  Notus, or Auster, the \a:tl?]l I'!a}—
< ared generally as : rhised) . west wine
(‘“mnc“‘lm‘; I lly as an old man, with gray hair, a ¢l 4,
' « ) ar S - e oibad SA ) OC r
dusky win & f 1ead covered with clouds, a sable ve téj =
S gs, 1o R . i resture,
of all su [-l“ r he was considered the dispenser of rai 5
all sudden and heavy she 3 rain
e {mf; heavy showers. Zephyrus, mild ‘mdt 3'1“}
o d apral o OWers, anc E . T < d oentle
s, and, acc S >
was wedded to Flora. wi , according to the Athenian belief,
visited ] a, with whom he was perfectly 1 ‘
: every land in t . & y happy, and
e \;m'-,w o in_turn. Corus, the northwest \\'ill(ir-(’il‘{. -x
gt -17 % ore him ; while Aquilo, dreadful in ap -,,37 e
2 -0ld 'shivers = appear:
Boreas nvers to run down one’s back at his sy
hail as, rough and shivering too, was the f 1L S inat
1a1l, anc = i = 2 as the father of i e £
v 1']' 1 i l _ELnllatntn, and was therefore generall Al
reiled in impenetrable ¢ ' generally represente :
in the H p} etrable clouds. His favorite place (if I tl(l =
> Hyperborea - - 5 GBS abode was
o r_’l]il_1 r;)m..\lmmtamn‘ from' whence he sallied f“%
: S. - . ! SE e <
Orithyia, wi 1 uring one of these excursions he carri Ijnl1
yia, who always fled ¢ . v . < (&1 F
el o I\x ays fled at his approach 3ut all her fl off
! save her: she was ‘ * )T feetness
S I’ :s]u was overtaken, and borne away to tl
B gions of snow and ice. where he detained 1‘ 18
ade her his wife. She bec: 2 » detained her, anc
i l. he became the mother of Zetes and (-.1}'1] i
= C . " : - < ~alais, —
Harpies (p. 26 ]I the Argonautic expedition, and droye away tl
C p. 267),— and of two daughters, Cle TeE o
)n another oceasion, Boreas, | BIEEES, ¢ eopatra and Chione.
horse - ? 2as, having change : :
Seandunited himselt g changed himself ]
ed himself to the mares of Dardanus, Ki flmn :
ardanus, King of Troy

bt‘(’”l]]lt’ f
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