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CHAPTER XXIIL
THE CALYDONIAN HUNT,

(ENEUS and Althzea, Kj :
were very happy in tc::! -21.?:;‘&“ Queen of Calydon, in Atoli
o ol llfi;tﬂ = '-IIJ ssession of a little son, Meleager ; | =
creed the child s}mulfl.}]ﬁ,mrd that the Fates had de- 2 % i
e Ll;e f:nl}‘ as long as the brand N?el;;:g?r
tionless with grief, un;‘iII:El’ ]Dn e .hmm]’ The parents were
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e ;\Ie[m,li‘]()dr tu. devour his subjects El;td dev. ]Ia
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found the babe fearlessly nursing

passing there shortly after this,
r home, where they

from a she-bear, and in compassion carried he
trained her to love the chase.

The grand Calydonian Hunt was headed by Meleager and
Atalanta, who were Very fond of each other, and who boldly led
the rest in pursuit of the boar. From one end of the Calydonian
rest to'the other the boar fled, closely pursued by the hunt, and
anta, who succeeded in dealing
his dying struggles the boar
ome to her rescue and

fo
was at last brought to bay by Atal

him a mortal wound. Bt even in
would have killed her, had not Meleager €
given him his deathblow.

All the hunt now gathe
watched Meleager take its spoil,

red around the boar’s COIPSE; and
which he gallantly bestowed

upon Atalanta. Althzea’s two brothers were pres

Meleager slays
hiouncles.  ent at the hunt; and, as they wished to possess the

skin, they bitterly reproved their nephew on their way home for
giving it to a stranger. They added taunts to this reproof, which
so angered Meleager, that, in a sudden fit of passion, he slew
them both. When Althza saw her brothers’ corpses; and heard
that they had been dlain by her son, she vowed to avenge their
death, drew the carefully cherished brand from its hiding place,
and threw it upon the fire burning brightly on her hearth. When
the last bit of the precious wood crumbled away into ashes,
Meleager died. All Althzea’s affection for her son returmed when
his lifeless corpse was brought to her, and in her despair she coms
mitted suicide.
In the mean while, Atalanta, proud of her skill and of her

1, had returned to her father’s court, where, no other heif
At having appeared, she was joyfully received, and
Tace: entreated to mMArty. Many suitors came to woo
them refrained from pressing theif
imposed upon all who

spol

the fair princess, but most of
ard what conditions Were
would obtain her hand; for Atalanta disapproved of marrags

frecdom, decreed that she should mary

and, anxious to keep her
¢ her suitor would beat her in a foot race

suit when they he

only on condition tha
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1f he were beaten, however, he must pay for his defeat by for-

iting his life. .
fe}t;:zpite of these barbarous terms, a few youths had tried tt')
outrun her; but they failed, and their lifeless heads were exptwsied

Thegolden  ©N the racing ground to deter all_ other' SiIHI'OI'b. l, n-

EEplc daunted by these ghastly trophies, Hippomenes, or

Milanion, once came to Atalanta and expressed a desire to race
with her. This youth had previously obtained Venus’ protection,
and concealed under his garment her gift of three golden apples.
Atalanta prepared for her race as usual, and, as usual, passed her
rival ; but just as she did so, one of the golden apples r(?lled. gt
her feet. For a moment she paused, then stooped and picked 1[;
up ere she resumed the race. Her adversary hgcl passed h.er,‘md
won some advance ; but she soon overtook him, when a hE‘L.Oﬂ
golden apple caused a second delay. She was about to Elczlzch
the goal first, as usual, when a third go!d_t-.n tream{re tempted her
to pause, and enabled Hippomenes to win the race.

¢ Hippomenes turns her astray

B tht g{)ldL‘Il USIONs he S on way
lll S1 ﬂll'} ) er
) £ MooRE.

Atalanta could now no longer refuse to marry, ':md her nu;;-
tials were soon celebrated. In his happiness at ha\'mgr \!\;)n} s,ucl,{;
a peerless bride, Hippomenes forgot l(}_ pa)‘r'the pro%‘mise llrlazn-
to Venus, for which offense he and ]1‘15-; “:lfL" were severely pi i
ished by being transformed into a pair of lions, and doomec

» Cybele’s car (p. 19)- : 4
dr:'il%htij:?:l:r:(.)the(:s Cgsztor and Pollux, the Dioscuri, or (_}em}:nf,
torand  Who had greatly distinguished themselves by t t}?lli'

Ca;"“r“"- daring in the Calydonian I:Iunt, were made the

deities of boxing, wrestling, and all equestrian exercises.

¢¢ Leda’s sons I’ll sound,

Illustrious twins, that are

n’d.”
3 i is, and for the race renown’d.
For wrestling this, e
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One of these twing, Castor, was a mortal, and in a combat
with the sons of Aphareus was slain. Pollux, who was immortal,
then implored Jupiter to allow him to die also, th
be parted from his brother,—a proof of brot}
so touched the father of the gods,

at he might not
rerly affection which
that he permitted Castor
to return to life on condition that Pollux would spend half his
time in Hades.

Later on, satisfied that even this sacrifice w
their fraternal love, he translated the
they form a bright constellation,
Castor and Pollux are gene

as none too great for
m both to the skies, where
one of the signs of the zodiac.
rally represented as handsome youths,
mounted on snowy chargers,
““So like they were, no mortal
Might one from other know :
White as snow their armor was -

Their steeds were white as snow.”

MacauLay.

Their appearance under certain circumstances foretold success
in war, and the Romans believed that they fought at the head

of their legions at the celebrated battle of Lake Regillus.
name was also g

Their
iven to meteors, sometimes seen at sea, which at-

tach themsclves like balls of fire to the masts of ships,

sign, according to the sailors, of fine weather
journey.

—a sure
and an auspicious

“Safc comes the ship to haven,

Through billows and through gales,
If once the Great Twin Brethren
Sit shining on the sails,”

MacavrLay.

and
aces, but specially in
Sparta, their birthplace, where they had world-renowned wres-
tling matches.

Festivals celebrated in honor of these twin brethren,
called the Dioscuria, were held in many pl




CHAPTER XXIV.
(EDIPUS.

Larus and Jocasta, King and Queen of Thebes, in Boeotia, were
greatly delighted at the birth of a little son.  In their joy they sent
for the priests of Apollo, and bade them foretell the glorious deeds
their heir would perform; but all their joy was turned to grief
hen told that the child was destined to kill his father, marry his
mother, and bring great misfortunes upon his native eity-

““Laius once,
Not from Apollo, but his priests, receiv’d
An oracle, which said, it was decreed

He should be slain by his own son.”
= SopiocLES (Francklin’s tr.).

To prevent the fulfillment of this dreadful prophecy, Laius
rvant carry the new-born child ont of the city, and end
The king’s mandate was obeyed only in
ing the child, hung it up by its
and left it there to perish from
asts.

bade a se
its feeble little life.
part; for the servant, instead of kill
ankles to a tree in a remote place,
hunger and exposure if it were spared by the wild bez
When he returned, none questioned how he had performed the
appointed task, but all sighed with relief to think that the prophecy
could never be accomplished. The child, however, was not
dead, as all supposed. A shepherd in quest of a stray lamb had
heard his cries, delivered him from his painful position, and car-
ried him to Polybus, King of Corinth, who, lacking an heir of
his own, gladly adopted the litle stranger. ‘The Queen of
Corinth and her handmaidens hastened with tender concern (0
280
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F;il}:d;he swollen ankles, and called the babe
Years pas . They i
of the uflfc?:fjn:}t; cilrh-f }?m]g B balienonne
e c lmr,ta‘nce:s under which he had rha(le his
companions hea;edm‘lmf‘t, U‘ﬂfll s day it banquet el bi;
o hi;r; e hi.}} (_]n.nk, begm'} o quarrel with him, and
£ .31 5 or{gm, declaring that those whom he had
omed to call parents were in no way related to him

Edipus (swollen-

(13
?Idrunken rev’ler at a feast proclaim’d
1at I was only the supposed scn

Of Corinth’s king.”
SoriocLEs (Franckiin’s tr.).
s
] These words, coupled with a few me
changed b i i
o g by the guests, excited (Edipus’ suspicions, and mad
( : : i n a3} - a o 4
1 hliuesuon t.he queen, who, afraid lest he might : o
do himself an injury in the first mome i et
- st moment of his de-  consults th
e truth were revealed to him, I : :
im, had recourse oracls:

(0] })TE\&] catio = G ~ o
i 1 Il, “](.i quleted }

: Hm by P.]le ssurance lhat he was
hf.t bﬁlo\ 8(1 500. i : :

aning giances hastily ex-

b[}]ne hln“ 1n 11 C 3 c o

( s 5 €r Ina II]eI, 310\\&\(.1 (,lt . I]H ’leg d(’ubi 1n
. LIS C 3 C dle n re v O 5 h B (,}f, C f
] [I us” min I an 1 1 {d[.' ]Hi I ‘)1)1 e-t COons lft the ora 8]

-I ﬂlphl, “’h.‘)b C W ‘)Ids he an W “01]] l rey (‘dl tht exact tr U.ﬂl- Ile

t}le (“fﬂ]e went to |}] h ne ) ds Usug 3 C L=k
15 S y Eul. ..uil th{ Orac( le ANSWET (2
CT e

somewhat ambi ;
= hea‘z];?gg;?luflv}’f‘md merely warned him that fate had de-
e C_i;‘:f ather, marry his mother, and cause great
A secret angui e
: guish, and unknown to them
Sough_t out the Pythian oracle; in vain ;
;ouchi.ng my parents, nothing could I learn;
ut fireadfu! were the mis’ries it denounc’d
Against me; ‘twas my fate, Apollo said
To wed my mother, to produce a race :
Accursed and abhorr’d ; and last, to slay
My father.” .! :

SorHOCLES (Francklin’s tr.).
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who had ever been such an indulgent

What ! kill Polybus,
whom he revered as his mother!

father, and marry the queen,
Edipus leaves Never! Rather than perpetrate these awiul erimes,
Corinth.  and bring destruction upon the people of Corinth,

whom he loved, he would wander away OVer the face of the

earth, and never see city or parents again.

< Lest I should e’er fulfill the dire prediction,
Instant 1 fled from Corinth, by the stars

Guiding my hapless journey.”
SOPHOCLES (Francklin’s tr.)-

flled with intense bitterness, and as he jour-
ate which drove him away
to three erossroads; and

But his heart was
neyed he did not ceasc 10 curse the f
After some {ime, he came
ng which direction to take,
45 seated, came rapidly toward

from home.
while he stood there, deliberati

chariot, wherein an aged man W

him.
ed it haughtily called to the youth to

The herald who preced
aside and make way for his m
Polybus’ heir, was accustomed t

aster: but CEdipus, who; as
Death of o be treated with
S deference, resented the commanding tone, and res

Tncensed at what seemed unparalleled Tmpts
who; retaliating, stretched

stand

fused to obey-
dence, the herald struck the youth,
his assailant lifeless at his feet.

This affray attracted the attention of the master and other
They :mmediately attacked the murderer, who slew them
omplishing the first part of the proph-
his father, journeying ik
he wished to consult the

Ser=

vanfis.
all, thus unconsciously ace
aged man was Laius,

ecy; for the
s to Delphi, where

cognito from Thebe

oracle.
(Edipus then leisurely pursued his way until he camc to the

gates Of Thebes, where he found the whole city in an uprodh
«pecause the king had been found lifeless by the roadside, witlh

a1l his attendants slain beside him, presumably the work of a band

of highway robbers OF assassins.”

(EDIPUS.

€< H
: e fell
gy strangers, murdered, for so fame reports
= :
y robbers in the place where three ways m’eet 2
SopHocLES (Francklin's ).

Of course, (Edipus dic
b rse, CEdipus did not connect the murder of such a
nage as (i T
b “v‘tgl: c:the King of Thebes by an unknown band ofgre:jt
- [; 1f the death he had dealt to an arrogant old o
e therefore ¢ sedly inqui : : o
e composedly inquired what the second i =
luded to might be. P
With lowere i i
d voices, as if afrai i
S, as aid of being owv
Sl : g overheard, the The-
b imdrli)e-d -thL woman’s head, bird’s wings and c,laws a el
e i, which were the outward presentment s
5 :
ukenem ble monster ealled the Sphinx, which had S;‘};zx
aken up its station without the ci ; '
g e city gates besid i
2 b . eside the highwa
: dimwltd '1111;;\11 none o pass in or out without propoindi =
5 = = - ng
= r;{.(le]. Then, if any hesitated to give the requir g
c B, ailed to give it : .
o correctly, they w erci
e . L y, they were mercilessly de-
ed i?) the terrible Sphinx, which no one d he
could drive away. : S
While Tistenin se tidi
- listening to these tidings, (Edipus saw a herald
e et OuS ¢ : .
}nn;w cl;treet, proclaiming that the throne and the ue{;a?S
o ou : be the reward of any man who dared encout?tcr t?zs
. X VS :
, and was fortunate enough to free the cou i 8
e ntry of its terrible
As (Edipus i
= ipus attached no special value to the life made de
d 2’ icti i
Q@ by the oracle’s predictions, he resolved to slay the dre dsod
S T - . . > r
.hnltu, and, with that purpose in view, advanced o
slowly, sw it e
= q_y ,Is.\\ ord in hand, along the road where lurked "?;;?e'
p[}mﬁ”;mg He soon found the monster, which from afar p
pounded the following eni i o ! @
gma, warning | i
e e : g him, at the same time, tl
ed his life atled to gi i e
if he failed to give the right answer:—

3 T?ll_ me, what animal is that
Which has four feet at morning bright
Has two at noon, and three at night? ”
Prior.
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(Edipus was not devoid of intelligence, by any manner of
means, and soon concluded that the animal could only be man,
who in infancy, when too weak (o) stand, ereeps along on hands
and knees, in manhood walks erect, and in old age supports his
tottering steps with a staff.

This reply, evidently as correct as unexpected, was received
by the Sphinx with a hoarse cry of disappointment and rage as it
turned to fly; but ere it could effect its purpose, EE hpnaia
it was stayed by (Edipus, who drove it at his Bis mother.
sword’s point over the edge of a neighboring precipice, where
it was killed.  On his return to the city, (Edipus was received
with eries of joy, placed on a chariot, crowned King of Thebes,
and married to his own mother, Jocasta, unwittingly fulfilling the
second fearful clause of the prophecy.

A number of happy and moderately uneventful years now
passed by, and (Edipus became the father of two manly sons,
Eteocles and Polynices, and two beautiful daughters, Ismene and
Antigone; but prosperity was not doomed to faver him long.

Just when he fancied himself most happy, and looked forward
to a peaceful old age, a terrible scourge visited Thebes, causing
the death of many faithful subjects, and filling the The
hearts of all with great terror. The people now plague.
turned to him, beseeching him to aid them, as he had done once
before when threatened by the Sphinx; and (Edipus sent mes-
sengers to consult the Delphic oracle, who declared the plague
would cease only when the former king’s murderers had been
found and punished.

““The plague, he said, should cease,
When those who murder’d Laius were discover’d,
And paid the forfeit of their crime by death,

Or banishment.”
SorsocrEs (Francklin's tr.).

g SPHINX — Ingres. Messengers were sent in every direction to collect all possible
(Louvrs, Paris.) information about the murder committed so long ago, and after
a short time they brought unmistakable proofs which convicted

G‘:DiPU‘S AND THE
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(Edipus of the crime. At the same time the guilty servant con-

fessed that he had not Lilled the child, but had exposed it on a
mountain, whence it was carried to Corinth’s king.

The chain of evidence was complete, and Now (Edipus discov-
ered that he had involuntarily been guilty of the three crimes to

eatiof avoid which he had fled from Corinth. The rumor

Jocasta. . of these dreadful discoveries soon reached Jocasta,
who, in her despair at finding herself an accomplice, committed
suicide.

(Edipus, apprised of her intention,
too late to prevent its being carried out, and found her lifeless.
"Phis sight was more than the poor monarch could bear, and in
his despair he plinded himself with one of her ornaments.

shed into her apartment

« He pluck’d from off the Tobe she wore
A golden buckle that adorn’d her side,
And buried in his eyes the sharpen’d point,
Crying, he ne'er again would look on her,
Never would see his crimes Or mis'ries more,
Or those whom guiltless he could ne’er behold,
Or those to whom he now must sue for aid.”
SoPHOCLES (Francklin’s tr.)-
Penniless, blind, and on foot, he then left the scenc of his
awful crimes, accompanied by his daughter Antigone, the only
Seathof . one who loved him still, and who was ready {0
G=dipns guide his uncertain footsteps wherever he wished
s of weary wandering, father and daugh-

to go. Adter many day
acred to the

ter reached Colonus, where grew a mighty forest s
ng deities, the Furies, or Eumenides.

Tiere (Edipus expressed his desire to remain, and, after bidding
his faithful daughter an affectionate farewell, he groped his Way
into the dark forest alone. The wind rose, the lightning flashed;
the thunder pealed ; but although, as soon as the storm was O¥&h
a search was made for (Edipus, no trace of him was ever found,
and the ancients fancied that the Furies had dragged him do¥it
to Hades to receive the punishment of all his crimes.

avengi

EDIPUS. 28
i

\

Antigon
S ¢, no longer needed by her unhappy father, s
wended her way back to Thebes, where she f d th e
o . S, ; ound that the
d ceased, but that her brothers had quarreled e
about the succession to the thr e
el 1e throne. A compromise  Folynices.
it { y decided upon, whereby it was decreed that Eteocl
: 1( er son, should reign one year, and at the end fcheb?
erio S e thr i .
? })(b resign the throne to Polynices for an equal space of 'E :
hoth bro 5 cercisi ; o
= thers thus exercising the royal authority in turn Thf'!,
arrat see sati : 1 ;
: : 1g;en11em seemed satisfactory to Eteocles; but when, at h]S
end ¢ re e = e
o )l t(;e first year, Polynices returned from his travels,i f >
ign lands to claim the ) ) e
el scepter, Eteocles ref i
o - ! : - s refused to relinquis
, and, making use of his power, drove the claimant aw Lo
Fay.
e :
{Jhc?u seest me banish’d from my native land
: njustly banish’d, for no other crime :
Bu.tbtlhat ] strove to keep the throne of Thebes
Ti irthright mine, from him who drove me tl:lem:e
e young Eteocles: not his the claim :
By Jus_tlce, nor to me his fame in arms
Superior; but by soft, persuasive arts
He won the rebel city to his love.”
L SopHOCLES (Francklin's tr.).
olynices’ > W '
Ak s’ nature was not one to endure such a slight patiently ;
At
20 flbtenf,tl O].T to Argos, where he persnaded Adrastus ti;_
ing, to give him his danghter in marriage, and aid ,
him to recover his inheri ; n “ociore Thebes.
e s inheritance.  True to his prom- Psfore Thebes.
Se‘:e;l d‘: .ua_sngn equipped a large army, which was led by
etermined and renowned chi . :
g chiefs, ready to 1is i
. : : , ready ska
attempt, and either win or perish. B

: “ Seven valiant leaders march
o Thebes, resolved to conquer or to die.”

SorHoCLES (Eranckhin’s tr.).

Thei e -

foni?lzg :z?\;legﬂwislr;:f no avail, however, for Thebes was well

e .Im = ndec l alnd after a seven-years’ siege they found

i of.. A arer their goal 'l'han at the beginning of the war.
e monotony of this quarrel, the conflicting armies
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finally decreed that the difference should be settied by a duel
between the inimical brothers, who no sooner found themselves
face to face, than they rushed upon each other with such ani-
mosity that both fell

By order of Jocasta’s father, Creon, the corpse of Etcocles re-
ceived all the honors of a Greek burial, while that of Polynices
was left on the plain, a prey to the birds and wild beasts.

¢ Polynices’ wretched carcass lies
Unburied; unlamented, left expos'd

A feast for hungry vultures on the plain.”
SoproCLES (Francklin’str).

Then a proclamation was issued, that, if any dared bury the
body of the fallen prince, he would incur the penalty of being
Antizonte buried alive. Heedless of this injunction and
devotion.  Jsmene’s prayers to refrain from endangering hes

own life, Antigone dug a grave for her brother’s remains, and,
unaided, fulfilled the various customary funeral rites. Her task
was almost completed, when the guards discovered her, and
dragged her into the presence of Creon, who, although she was a

DD
celative and ‘the promised wife of his son Hzmon, condemned

her to death.

3
8
o
(]

i

<< Let her be carried instant to the cave,
And leave her there alone, to live, or die;
Her blood rests not on us: but she no longer
Shall breathe on earth.”

SoprocLes (Francklin's tr.).

Hazmon pleaded passionately for her life: but, when he saw
his prayers Werc vain, he ran to the place where Antigone was
Antigone and confined, sprang into her parrow cell, wound hist
Feemon, arms closely around her, and refused to leave hek b 4 ; :

There they were walled in; Antigone’s sufferings were Cut meE G e i
cifully short by asphyxiation ; and, when H‘aenTnn saw :she was ANTIGONE AND ISMENE.— Teschendof
no more, he, in utter despair, thrust his dagger into his side, and

perished too.
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¢t On himself bent all his wrath,
Full in his side the weapon fix’d, but still,
\Whilst life remain’d, on the soft bosom hung
Of the dear maid, and his last spirit breath’d
O'er her pale cheek, discolor’d with his blood.
Thus lay the wretched pair in death united,

And celebrate their nuptials in the tomb.”
Sopnocies (Franckhn's tr)-

ast of (Edipus’ unfortunate race, died of grief,
was fully accomplished. The Theban
d, for, when both brothers fell,

Ismene, the 1
and thus the prophecy
war was not, however, entirely ende
the two armies Hew to attack cach other; and such was their
courage, that many fell, and only one of the seven chiefs returned
There he patiently waited until the children of these
s were old enough to bear arms, and then proposed
d avenge their fathers’ death.
me after), as these youths are
rapture; and

to- Argos.
brave captain
to them to attack Thebes an

The Epigoni (or those who co
collectively designated, received this proposal with
Thebes, again besieged, fell into their hands, and was duly sacked,
burned, and destroyed, as the Delphic oracle had foretold S0

many years before.-

CHAPTER XXV.
BELLEROPHON.

BELLEROPHO! ¢ i
e (.‘Oﬁn?s,ja Zrai\-e young prince, the grandson of Sisyphus
: > , had the great misfc > kil hi e
; ore: sfortune to kill his
g . ‘ ill his own broth
: ilu]mng in the forest. His grief was, of course, int -
and the n ’ . : S
e ;);l‘ilord he felt for the place where the catastz"ophe had
> adc is .
e for, - ¢ to his fear lest he should incur judicial punish
: : his 1}11\'0]l111tary crime, made him flee to the cot r’(b f
Argos, where he took ref i : et
] uge with Proetus King
gt eetus, the king, who was
He had 50]
- {an 'not sojourned there very long, before Anteia, th
een, fell in love wi i ' b :
treate(,l 1 i l.cne with him ; and although her husband Pr:letus
.h. 1er with the utmost kindness, she made j ,
up her mind ‘ i = i
B[euemph ndt toI desert him, and tried to induce “ez:ifri-
ophon to elope with her. Toc
. Too honest to b
s ‘ ’ st to betray a man who
o ?a_l him as a friend, the young prince refused to listen to
ewr; ff.n.s }[:roposals.. His refusal was to cost him deall ho
rer; for, w i .
e h; W len Anteia saw that the youth would never vi’eld to
shes, sh : [eLY ¢ 1 :
- accuqéd E;bccame very angry indeed, sought her husband
= sed the young stranger of crimes he had never ey :
reamed of committing. —
Preetus, indign:
- 1 1tndigmmt at what he deemed deep treachery on the
an O J :
e ,1..9?01“1 guest, yet reluctant to punish him with his
as he deserved, sent Bellerophon to Iobates, King of
o D

]4"(‘."& “"ith 2 é.
3 Sealed mess i i i
o 1 Ssdgc bldd}né, hlIl‘i put t]le bea]e: to

Qllite Uneonsci er, Belle
5 _.; - } NSsSCIous Of the purport Of thi.‘} Iett 5 B “’l"(}p}lon
raveled gayly onward, and presemed himself before Iobates, who
2
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