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the taunting voice Came, and in his rage
Greeks; for one piece of rock fell very
they were forced to redouble their efforts
and prevent disaster.

sailed on until they reached the Alolian

Islands, where dwelt Aolus, king and father of the winds. He
had heard of Ulysses’ prowess, received him kindly,

Gift of Zolus. : : : L
and at parting gave him a leather bag containing
a5 thus at liberty to

all the contrary winds, which Ulysses W
oned until he had safely reached home (p- 214).
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““Then instantly
She touched them with a wand, and shut them up
In sties, transformed to swine in head and v
Bristles and shape, though still the hum
Remained to them.

oice,

an mind

Thus sorrowing they were driven
Into their cells, where Circe flung to them

Acorns of oak and ilex, and the fruit
Of cornel, such as nourish wallowing swine.”

HomEer (Bryant’s tr,).

Eurylochus, meanwhile, vainly awaited their return, and finall
resolved to go back alone to the ships

y
pened.  Sword i hand, Ulysses then

and report what had hap-
set out alone to rescue his
comrades; but he had not gone far before he met
Mercury in disguise,— wh

nearer Circe

a youth, —
0 warned him not to approach any
» and told him of his companions’ transformation,

As Ulysses would not be dissuaded from his purpose, Me
gave him some moly, an herb warranted 0 Pré-  yigesesang
serve him from Circe’s magic spells, and sundry Ehcs

important directions, which were all duly

rcury

listened to and observed.
Pressing onward, Ulysses reached the palace, entered the b

quet room, drank Circe’s mixture, which w

by the moly’s power, and, when
h

an-
as rendered ineffective

she waved her wand over his
ead and bade him join his tellows, drew his sword and rushed
upon her, threatening to take her life if she did not immediately
restore |

1is friends to their human forms, and promise to do them
no further harm.

Circe, terrified at the threat, agreed to comply with all his
demands; and in a few moments U lysses was again surrounded
by his companions, who were touchingly grateful for their rescue.

Circe now prepared a second feast, and entertained them all so
well, that Ulysses lingered there for one whole year.

““ And there from day to day
We lingered a full year, and banqueted

Nobly on plenteous meats and delicate wines,”

HoMEer (Bryant’s ir.).
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At the end of that time, Ulysses’ companions began to long
for their own homes, and prevailed upon their chief to leave the
Ulysses visits {air enchantress Circe. At first she was loath tolet

Cimmeria.  him go; but, seeing that her cfforts to detain him
longer would be of no avail, she bade him seek the Cimmerian
shores, and there consult the seer Tiresias. This land, which lay
on-the confines of Pluto’s dark realm, was inhabited by shadows,
the spirits of the dead, condemned to sojourn there a while ere
they were admitted into Hades.

Ulysses embarked, and, according to Circe’s directions, let his
vessel drift along until its prow grated on a pebbly beach, where
he landed. Then, walking straight before him, he came (02
spot whenee he could hear the roar of the Phlegethon as it joined
the Acheron, and here he dug a trench with his sword.

The trench finished, he killed two black victims, furnished by
Circe, and made their blood flow into the trench., Immediately
all the spirits crowded about him, eager to drink the fresh blood;
bt Ulysses, with deawn sword, forced them back; until at last
Tiresias; the blind seer, approached.

[Te was allowed to stoop down and drink; and, as soon as he
had done so, he recovered the power of human speech, and warned
U lysses of the many trials still awaiting him. "Then, his propheey
concluded, he vanished: but Ulysses lingered a little longer {08
allow his mother to drink some blood, and explain how she came
to be here in the spirit land.

Many others came and conversed with him - but at last hewas

forced to depart, and return to Eea, where he lingered to perform
the funeral tites for Elpenor,— one of his followers, 4 youtl
who had fallen asleep on on€ of the palace turrets, and by an i
advertent movement had fallen to the ground, where he had bee

found dead.

These obsequies OVET, the Greeks, favored by a fresh wind, Teft
Circe’s isle, and sailed along until they drew Deat
the rocky ledge where the Sirens had their abode
These maidens were wont o sit on the rocks and sing enftrancing

The Sirens.

SIREN.—(Acropolis Museum, Athens.)
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Houer (Bryant’s tr.).

aiden, had won the heart
ettishly tormented hill
otion Strons

This selfsame Scylla, once a lovely m
of the sea god Glaucus (p. 303), but coqu
until he implored Circe to give him some love p

enough to compel her love.
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To the general amazement and terror, the meat lowed

cattle.
while roasting on the spit, and the empty skins moved and crawled
asif alive. All these sounds and sights counld not, however, deter
the sailors, who were bound to have a good feast, which they
kept up for seven days, ere Ulysses conld make them leave the
Trinacrian shores. :

_ In the mean while, Lampetia had hastened to Apollo to apprse
him of the crime committed by Ulysses' men. - In anger he ap-
peared before the assembled gods and demanded amends, threat:

ening to withdraw the light of his countenance if he were not

Jupiter, Lo appease his hot anger, imme-

properly indemnified. ;
diately prnmised that all the offenders should perish.

O Sun! among the deathless gods
n, upon the nourishing earth.
with a white thunderbolt,

e black sea!’”
HoMmEeR (Bryant's tr.).
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HoMmER (Bryant’s tr.).
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learned all he wished to know about his wife and son. He heard
that Penelope was fairly besieged with suitors, who were even
now feasting and reveling in: his palace, whence Ulysser retas
they refused to depart until she had made choice  to Ithaca,
of a second husband; and also that Telemachus, now a young
man, indignant and displeased with the suitors’ conduct, and
guided and accompanied by his tutor Mentor, had set out in
search of the father whom he could not believe dead.

Mentor was Minerva in disguise, who guided the young man
to the courts of Nestor and Menclaus, and fimally in a dream
bade him return to Ithaca, where he would find the parent he
sought. The young prince immediately obeyed, and landed near
Eumeens’ hut, escaping a clever ambuscade posted by the suitors
at the entrance of the port.

Minerva now permitted the father and son to recognize each
other, in spite of their twenty years’ separation, and together they
planned how best to punish the insolent suitors. They finally

agreed that Telemachus should return to the palace and make no

mention of his father’s return; while Ulysses, still in the guise of
a beggar, should enter his home and claim the usual hospitality.

All was executed as they had planned. No one recognized
the long-expected hero in the miserable old beggar — no one save
his aged nurse Euryclea, and his faithful old dog Argus, who
died for joy at his long-lost master’s feet.

“ While over Argus the black night of death
Came suddenly as soon as he had scen
Ulysses, absent now for twenty years.”

HoMER (Bryant's tr.).

Penelope, hearing that a stranger was within her gates, sent for
him, to inquire whether he knew aught of her husband. ' She too
failed to pierce his disguise, and languidly contin-  penetope’s
ued a piece of work which she cleverly used to e
baffle her suitors; for once, when urged to marry, she had replied
that she would do so as soon as her work was finished.

235
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As she was a diligent worker, the suitors expected soon to hear
her decision, little knowing that she raveled at night all the web
so carefully woven during the day.

¢ Three full years
She practiced thus, and by the fraud deceived

The Grecian youths.”
Homer (Bryant's tr.).

At last the subterfuge was discovered, and the unfortunate
Penelope was forced to finish her work; but ere it was quite
done, she found another expedient to postpone
her choice of a husband. She brought Ulysses
bow. and announced that she would marry the man who could
bend it and send an arrow through twelve rings which she pointed

Ulysses® bow.

out.
¢¢] bring to you
The mighty bow that great Ulysses bore.
Whoe'er among you he may be whose hand
Shall bend this bow, and send through these twelve rings
An arrow, him I follow hence, and leave
This beautiful abode of my young years,
With all its plenty,— though its memory,

I think, will haunt me even in my dreams.””
HomEer (Bryant’s tr.).

"The suitors all vainly strove to bend the mighty bow, which
was then seized by the disguised Ulysses, while the youths
Death of the  laughed aloud in scorn, until Telemachus bade
e them let the old man try his strength. To the
amazement of all, Ulysses easily performed the required feat;
and then, turning his aim toward Antinous, the handsomest and
nost treacherous of all the suitors, he pierced his heart.

A scene of wild commotion ensued, in which Ulysses, Telem-
achus, Kumzus, and Minerva disguised as Mentor, opposed
and slew all the wooers. Penelope, unconscious of all this
bloodshed, slept in her room, until she was gently awakened by
Euryclea, who announced the return of her long-absent husband.
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‘¢ Awake, Penelope, dear child, and sce
With thine own eyes what thou hast pined for long,
Ulysses has returned ; thy lord is here, -
-Though late, and he has slain the arrogant crew
Of suitors, who disgraced his house, and made
His wealth a spoil, and dared insult his son.’”
HoMmER (Bryant's tr.).

But Penelope had too long believed her husband dead to
r:l:edit this marvelous news; and it was only after Ulysses had
given her an infallible proof of his identity, by telling her a secret
which was shared by her alone, that she received him.

Ulysses was now safe at home, after twenty years of warfare
and adventure, and at firsst greatly enjoyed the quiet and peace
of his home life; but after a while these tame joys g . ,
grew_ wearisome, and he decided to renew his ;’E::’ferﬂ
wanderings. He therefore prepared a fleet, and sailed “out into
the West,” whence he never returned. The Greeks. however
averred that he had gone in search of the Isles of ’t‘ne B!est,
where he dwelt in perfect peace, and enjoyed the constant so-’
ciety of heroes as brave and renowned as himself.

¢ Come, my friends,
*Tis not too late to seek a newer world.
Push off, and sitting well in order smite
The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds
To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths
Of all the western stars, until I die.
It may be that the gulfs will wash us down :
It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles,
And see the great Achilles, whom we knew.
Tho’ much is taken, much abides: and tho’
We are not now that strength which in old days
Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are;
One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.””
TENNYSON.




