CHAPTER XXX.

ANALYSIS OF MYTHS.

« T shall indeed interpret all that I can, but T cannot interpret all that I

should like.”” — Grimunt.

nalysis of the foregoing myths, and an ex-

In attempting an a
planation of their origin, it is impossible, in a work of this kind,

Early to do more than give a very superficial idea of
ghcosics the scientific theories of various eminent mythol-
like doctors, are sure to disagree.

“the entire intellectual stock of the
existed as “floating talk among

the people " long cre they passed into the literature of the nation;
and while to us mythology is merely “an affair of historical or
rian study, we must remember that the interpretation of
full of vital interest to men whose moral

and religious beliefs were deeply concerned.” Received at first
with implicit faith, these myths became a stumbling block as
Cultured man recoiled from much of the
natural to his ancestors in a
d out their primitive

ogists, who, on this subject,
These myths, comprising
age to which they belonged,”

antiqua
myths was once a thing

civilization advanced.
had appeared quite
n attempt to fin
| which would satisfy his purer taste.
the sages and writers of old in-,
’ in mythology as
to extremes

grossness which
sayage state, and made a
meaning, Or an explanatior

With the latter object in view,
eemed “silly and senseless’

stem subsequently carried
in the vain hope of evading Chris-

terpreted all that s
physical allegories,—a Sy
by many heathen philosophers

tian satire.
ained these selfsame myths as

[.carned men have also expl

ANALYVSIS OF MYTHS
: 379

historical facts diseuis S
e z:;t:«‘ Flalsglliaeil a.s metaphors, or as moral allegori
hemerus (315()]1;1‘()f Hercules (p. 218) undoubtedly is : l;if’
g .( ‘ ) was the pioneer of the former ’thenrv :J d
: [.)Jn-'.m of the latter. Euhemerus’ method w e
iz;a::d}:; his (l]:f(.‘ipleﬁ, who declared Zeus was merz(lv“:li'exagt_‘
;e e . ; y a king
- Sho‘j:r‘:)?iolllzle gm:)ts, an attempt to repress a seditiZ:'
Y 1)r.m:erhe(lp‘. .‘40), the money with which her gnan]_:;
was hyperbolically sai ‘L?’ 2 makericiiclay images, “whence it
> aqt,mnomeca )h:um[ he created man out of clay;” and Ath;
weight of the I;;e:\r;-‘.‘asr;}h.emfore spoken of as SUD porting tché
s e:\.m;me t:;].ql ! 1{15. mode r‘af‘interpretatirm was carried
e LI 1t.] ).e(‘amc ridiculous, and the inevitable
of truth it c:m.ut:ii-n;d v.;:l::a?;}uil;{( Of} - g s
L Siags ought to light; and very few
.i:.:mc slfsfllt‘iﬁl;'ttz;?;qtloi b{‘h(\c tl‘mt Someali e et myths}ha{\':
e dﬁ accreﬂm;.q Q}im].:l,, the “silly and senscless” element being
i historjc;.ﬂ, nilar to: the fabulous tales attached to the
teenth Cen—turv some n?rt[;e Of Charl‘c"nagne‘ ])uring the e
e hl'])h‘;\;lll = p. 1-1 l"}aopht‘l's., incited by “the resemblance
T .Bib;e ;1:&0 fmq ancient myths, came to the conclu-
g ntc.uned a pure and the myths a distorted
e ha‘.eli}m} re\'elau(_m.” But within the past century new
e t;;;:lﬂf]‘ gained ground: for the philologists have
e 1at the myths arose from a < disease
:}}huag_,c_, while the anthropologists, basing their th:’eabc 5
omparative ; 7 it 1 - e
- }human I:Iz])(rt:flzg}-, d]e(.tfare “it .15 man, it is human tho'ught
el S;a;i Cc({).):lil)med, which naFuraH}‘ and necessarily
As these two lasat-nuneilof]ffmte- . ““Cl?”t o
e ]'ncmpm.“t.d( - sc m{.)ls have either successfully con-
el th;ir F1L1t.hcor1c*s. of all their predecessors, a
S e j)el:f;z;z:g beliefs will not be Modern
“myths of races which s )eakb? COH?PM‘% e e
B I - anguages of the same family ” (as
b Seeks)f()r e s r.’lFL(. ), anthropology resorts to all folklore,
e origin of myths, not in language, which it con-
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siders only as a subordinate cause, but i the “condition of
thought through which all races have passed.”

The anthropologists, or comparative mythologists, do not deny
that during the moderate allowance of two hundred and fifty
thropolopical thousand years, which they allot to the human race

SESOLY: on earth, the myths may have spread from a single
center, and either by migration, or by slave or wife stealing, or
by other natural or accidental methods, may have “ wandered

An

all around the globe;” but they principally base their arguments
on the fact that just as flint arrowheads are found in all parts of
the world, differing but slightly in form and manufacture, so the
myths of all nations © resemble each other, because they were
formed to mect the same needs, out of the same materials.”
They argue that this similarity exists, “ not because the people
came from the same stock ” (which is the philologist’s view), ‘ but

because they passed through the same savage intellectual condi-
folklore of all

tion.” By countless examples taken from the
onsiders himself

parts of the earth, they prove that the savage ¢
akin to beasts (generally to the one whose image is used as a tribal

or family badge or totem), and “regards even plants, inanimate

objects, and the most abstract phenomena, as persons with human

parts and passions.” To the savage, ““ sun, moon, and stars are per-

soms, but savage persons;” and, as he believes “ many of his own
tribe fellows to have the power of assuming the form of animals,”
he concedes the same privilege and power to sun, moon, and stars,
etc. This school further prove that all pre-Christian religions have
idols representing beasts, that all mythologies represent the go ds
hat, although

as fond of appearing in animal forms, and declare, €
can still find

the Greeks were a thoroughly civilized people, we
in their mythology and religion “abundant survivals of savage
manners and savage myths.” They claim, that, during the myth-
ge, the ancestors of the Greeks were about on an in-
tellectual level with the present Australian Bushmen, and that
“ everything in civilized mythologies which we regard as irra
tional, seems only part of the accepted and rational order of things

mak:ng a
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to the contemporary savages, and

. in the past see
. : st seeme ,
rational and natural to Savages conc d equally

gk erning whom w re hi

= L & g we have histor
; | Irif.(.!?‘l]]dii(n}. * Of course it is difficult. not to s o
or civilized man to put himself in the say
things from his point of view,

ay impossible,
i age’s place, and regard
tive intelligence which comes uncie}j‘cui::d'reﬂ ﬁmlmﬂth o
= Tuhe ) immediate observation is
m;{ \\io; ]1;.15.1011 thchmmdh of small children, who, before they can
; nte lgf oly, whip the table or chair 'i";linst rwh' I oy :
bumped their heads, and 1a eli A i e
traordinary tales. A little ;z;r(j?::;—]:j(}j:::/:(;E;,Hl:]vg lihe o
to “read a story; * that is to .C;ay, to improvise rl‘ C:{land o
able and highly colored tale of a pony. Forcest() ;. l‘ml:;mb-
]\:;l;d:)[s.-byzt(iih’;}-le iesumed the thread of her narratil;eu:jthr?l?;
1S, Now, this dog;” and, when it was sucoeste
story was about a pony, she emphatically Ic!’i;m:?é‘f:{\t:;ldﬂthat -
was a dog,” and continued. Now, either bec:al;uc she . .
(t:l;}:;]td‘tl;}e.tr;:nsformation had attracted aircnlion,- orl to 3:;1:?51‘;;2
: 15. inborn taste for the marvelous, in the course okf Tl'-i-EJ. BX:
if:ﬁ;z]‘nml? th(vi .]jony underwent as many t'rﬂnsfommtionsL::
= s, all of w l.m.h apparently scemed perfectly nataral to |
the anthropologists explain the tales of the var!jf}m t "fo' =
n.r_ms of Jupiter and his animal progeny “as in I-nanm'mn? (\’”‘na'
vivals of _the totemistic belief in tleS{‘C‘I‘l;t from heflst‘;..”m'?e:; .
:})'}thologlsts explain them as “allegories of (i]t; lfz:ljit{t:l]ltfnit::
0L heaven and earth, of rain and erain.” T T SC
FlCCI.‘J!‘L? that the myth of Cupid ﬁlil I’svch:. f;‘f}j?;”;:;“’;im(?l a]1]SO
lfl .L;.torlcs fr)r.zlnc_l in all parts of the \\f()rf(.l, wéls invent;a tcl) Izjrj'uﬁ:ll
i.}urmus: marriage customs (for in some countries it is unl.awf.ull ;'
the husban_(l to see his wife’s face until after she has given birtt (t)r
her first child, and in others a wife may not speak her hus'b'uzd’o
name): the latter school interpret the‘samc myth as a br;'atlt'f El;
ailetgnry of the soul and the union of faith and im'e l e
"Ihe-philofogists’ interpretation of myths is not ().nlv the most
accredited at the present time, but also the most pne.-tical. “;e

therefc ive a brief s i I
ore give a brief synopsis of their theory, together with
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of the principal myths told

According to this school,
a discase of language, as
a disease of the oyster;”

- and the original names

gy, will be found,

382

an analysis, from their point of view,

at length in the course of this work.

Tl myths are the result of
theone the pearl is the result of
to all mythologies lies in language
« ascertained by comparative philolo
ntal or physical phenomena,” that 1s,

the key

of the gods,

as a rule, to denote eleme
the clouds, rain, winds, fire, etc.

1g plain, it should be explained,
are derived from the Iatin,

phenomena of the sunshine,
To make their process of reasonil

that as French, Spanish, and Italian
and Sanskrit have a common source in a

even so Latin, Greek,
Latin were entirely lost, the

much older language;
similarity of the word bridge,
French ( pont), in Spanish ( puenie),

the conclusion that these terms
ople who spoke it were
some name phoneti-

that, even if
» for instance (peoms in Latin), 1n
and in Italian (pente), would
justify had their origin i & com-
mon language, and that the pe familiar
with bridges, which they evidently called by
cally the same.

Further to prove their position, they demonstrate the similarity

languages of the same
father” in the ac

of the most common words in all the
as is the case with the word

family, showing (

companying table)

different languages.
Sanskrit, pit7i.
Zend, paitar.
Persian, pader.
Erse, athair.
Italian, padre..
Spanish, padre-
French, pére.
Saxon. j@der.

that they undergo but few changes in sixteen

Latin, pafer.

Greek, pronounced pitair.
Gothic, zafar.

German, vaier:

Dutch, fader.

Danish, fader.

Swedish, fader-

English, father

The most learned of all these philologists argucs that during
the first or Rhematic period, there existed a tribe in Central Asia
which spoke a monosyllabic language, in which lay the germs of
the Turanian, Aryan, and Semitic forms of speech. This Rhe-
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T e
atic period was followed by the Nomadic or

when, little by little, the languages “receiv Agelutinative age,

peculiar impress of thei ! ed once for :
all the di 11)1'%:» of their formative system which we t'llal‘l =
dialects z e - ' sl i
. : ts and national idioms comprised under tl Gl
Aryan or Semitic: ” that i< : et €T the name
RU)m . mitic; ” that is to say, in the Hindoo. Persi: ’il.nc of
an, Celt, Slay, and Teutonic langu e
thousand kindred dialects guages, and in some three
After th S aie
: e Agglutinative period, and previous o
e , previous to the Nat
: € appearance of the first traces of li National era
“a period repres : s of literature,” he places
e l} sented everywhere by the same cl;arq tL u'r’
: S, z; ed the Mythological or Mythopeic age.” agkmsie
t was during this period = 256
o T.lg, this period that the main part of the vast f
sthic lore is s 2 ras
knowi r}e 15 supposed (o have erystallized ; for primiti o
JINg h - - 3 J y N1Ve ma
and thf” othing whatever of physical laws, cause and ;‘1":
NECESSATY ; i 5, CalsC & effec
e lu.ehsar} regularity of things,” yet seeking ect,
ation of the U g an expla-
§ le. natural phenomena, deseribed them in tge onl o
: > to c < Iy W
e 1um, and attributed to all inanimate object h'} way
s ients a e . >ts his ow
things, in tl nd passions, fancying them influenced by tl -
25, In the sa o T % Yy the same
ever}'t’hin v me way. This tendency to personify or anir
? 2 1S UNIVers: y = 5 2 mnate
Lnial iversal among savages, who are nothing but me
re state - i £ n
oo e state; and “in early phllosophy throughout the
in th(}r sun, moon, and stars are alive, and, as it welie I
1F nature.” “Po = ki re, human
g etry has so far k e
old animativ e Tam ) alive in our minds ¢
: ¢ theory of nature, that it is no o - =
aney the waterspout a Hica o s great effort in us to
pict, in what we call app 55 st onases Domstendiio e
1 : ppropriate me “o
field of ocean.” 2 metaphor, its march across the
As the
names el
e tfs of the Greek gods and heroes have in a great
o n fo - - . 5 3
physical thing undlto correspond with the Sanskrit names of
ysic s, we have been abl e
thoughts ity able to read some of the firs
of primitiv : Lt
e In I}me man ; and “the obvious meaning” of many
§ ile S : Y
legend, in spit. (fl t]cl, preserve vestiges of plain sense in classic
» 1n spite of all the efforts : e
- s of the comment: 23
According t - Sa s ton
o th i
et Rf-ssut;n - de pk}llcwloglsts, therefore, these thoughts had
a definite form in the remote epoch when man
: 7
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nations, now scattered over the face of the earth, occupied the
same country, spoke the same language, and formed but one
people.  Of course, “as long as such beings as Heaven or Sun
are consciously falked of in mythic language, the meaning of their
legends is open to no question, and the action ascribed to them
will as a rule be natural and appropriate ;” but with the gradual dif-
fusion of this one people to various parts of the earth, the original
meaning of these words was entirely lost, and they came 10 be
looked upon eventually simply as the names of deities or heroes—
very much in the way that the word  good-by ” has long survived
its original form as a conscious prayer, « God be with you!” and
the word “ ostracism ” has lost all connection with an oyster shell.

The primitive meaning of a myth died away with the original
meaning of a word; and it is because “ the Greek had forgotten
that Zeus (Jupiter) meant “the bright sky,’ that he could make
him king” over a company of manlike deities on Olympus.

We can best explain how the many anomalies occur, and how
the myths got soO tangled u.p together that now it is almost
impossible to disentangle them and trace them back to their
original meanings, by comparing their descent through the ages

to the course of a snowball, which, rolling down a mountain side,
gathers to itsclf snow, earth, rocks, efc., until, in the vast ag-
glomeration of kindred and foreign substances, the original nucleus
s entirely lost to sight.

The fact that there are many different myths to explain the
accounted for by the old say-
ing, “ circumstances alter cases.” Thus the heat of the sun, for
eficial at certain times, may prove baleful and

same phenomenon can readily be

example, so ben
injurious at others.

The philologists, who believe that all myths (except the imi-
tative myths, of which the tale of Berenice is a fair example)
were originally nature myths, have divided them into a few large
classes, which include the myths of the sky, the sun, dawn, day-
light, night, moon, earth, sca, clouds, fire, wind, and finally those
of the underworld and of the demons of drought and darkness.
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SKY MYTHS
Tﬂkinr {he - X :
i I-Jﬁ m in the order in which they are pres i .
= , we find among the myths of the - ) presented in this
ike that of the old Hindoo god Vamn;

rived from the Sanskrit root
or cover ).

[.Zranus, whose name,
: d 1na, is de-
This god was th{e’fgf( L {'0’.”3‘3“]’ .
ens, which are spread out like a :];ﬁ ilﬁrmmﬁc{;ti(m e
aE e . e cover all the earth: a
e do]:lﬂzh;:)he [}1.1.%11611 the‘lh under and lightning, hi,s Llid

e IE f],:. abode itito the abyss called ’J‘artam‘s
ek Od, W ;)bc nan_n: is the same as the Hi'ndo(;
e erfi% al.n( personification of the bright sky or the
S 1 1ee:ln trac.e:,l to the Sanskrit

7 Zy#, meaning “ to shine ;” and there is JEbiss

also a noun &y« in that language

2 which me i
i eans either “sky” or

In early times
y times the name w 1

g e vas applied to the one G
o I]ert[:fore retained by the Greeks and all othe (1.(?(1,
; e v & T Kin-
e .l]bj o E‘,\I}J[‘khh all they felt toward God;” but a t!}?
also meant the visible sk ith i : =
t the visible sky, with its ever-changing a tc
hang aspect,

some of the ph S us

S It rases used to describe it came, in the f
| - e : ¥ > course

t . vile and fickle actions, and a i -

L ; pparently inconsis-

The name of H
2 eéra (or Juno), the heay i
o ‘ » the heavenly light, and theref
o ‘pg entl and consort of the sky, is suppoqed to be d e_{”re
e e Sanskrit sea7 (“ the bright sky ”?) and Mﬁ o
e sun?); 3 2 ifold ol : i
); and all the manifold changes which e

at first merely d
3 y denoted the varyi :
fied, gradually rying atmosphere, by be

! : ing personi-
gave the B - £ personi
s plmtprc.szcm of the jealous, capricious
BENCL oets and writers hay o
o e g writers have taken pleasure in
Another i 1
4 T personific
o gm[;ry nification of the sky, this time under the noctur
and stz aspect, is Argus, w | = ‘
= S J s, whose 7 bri
- ‘ ous, many bright eyes neve
= mo. | ‘;t once, but kept constant watch m“cré e
) bon (Io) —¢ ; 1 :
i (Io) — confided to his care by the heay- =
y light (Juno) — until at last their beams were qu

the wind and rain (Mercury). s
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SUN AND DAWN MYTHS.

The myths of the sun, from which it is almost impossible to
separate those of the dawn, are probably more numerous than
= any others,. and have some u}ain features of re-
semblance in all cases. The first sun myth men-

tioned in the course of this work is the story of Europa, in which
Eur()pa'is «the broad spreading light,” born in Pheenicia (the
“ purple land of morn ™), the child of Telephassa (“she who
shines from afar ™), carried away from her eastern birthplace by
the sky (Jupiter), closely pursued by the sun ( her brother Cad-
who, after passing through many lands, slays a dragon (the

mus),
darkness), and sets (dies) at last with-

usual demon of drought or

out having ever overtaken the light of dawn (Europa).
Apollo, whose name of Helios is pure Greek for © the sun,”
had therefore not lost all physical significance for the Hellenic
race, who worshiped in him the radiant personi-

Apollo. - : 3

fication of the orb of day. Another of his ap-
«¢the lord of life and light”), still further

pellations, Pheebus (
and we are informed that he was

emphasizes his character;
born of the sky (Jupiter) and of the dark night (Leto), in the
“bright land” (Delos), whence he daily starts on his westward
journey.

Like all other solar heroes, Apollo is beautiful and golden-
d genial, armed with unerring weapons, which
he wields for good or evil, as the mood sways him. He is forced
to labor, against his will at times, for the benefit of man, as, for
when he serves Admetus and Laomedon; and the
which he evidently sets such store, are the fleecy
clouds, pasturing ““1in the infinite meadows of heaven,” whose full

udders drop down rain and fatness upon the land, which are
(Mercury), or the storm demon
sses, who pay for

haired, radiant an

instance,
cattle, by

stolen away cither by the wind
(Cacus), or the impious companions of Uly
their sacrilegious temerity with their lives.

The sun’s affinity for the dawn is de
Coronis, who, however beloved, falls beneath his bright darts;

picted by his love for
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«
the sun was
S regarded natur:

: urally as tt
e It y as the restore ife
afte blighting influence of winter and dise S
s ‘ : sease
Ll. g (Asculapius) was naturally supposed to have
oeen endowed with marvelous cur ;

Fhe sun, for the same reason, w

2

and, as

, SO their off-

ative POWETS. Coronis.

: ‘ as supposed s i
gt U : pposed to wage cont
% are agamnst cold, sickness, and disease, and to ch hi bmual
2410S OI aITOWS agains o o
I arrows against the demon of drougl e
ness (Python), which in some f l bbe
) n 11 some form or other iney

every solar myth. itably appears in

T tlle I s 3
SLO of )d 1ne, a ame Ernve (0] f); PRl [hc
St¢ LY = n (.l 1Ivec
2 o rom (s
;Sﬂn. l\rlt rfr?. 70 ﬁ, we hnd dn()thﬁr V t'rbi.(.)n Of th i ( l]
5 € same
.E € sun dthI]f_}] Cﬂanl(_)red W !h i}le (]a\\'n, causes
her de':llh. I 3 1 S re .
: > \S S0me my hologiﬂt: ha\re mter e(]
it, 1 d )]l € 15 DETS ]l.i Ca 1 the INIng cwW, W 1-
: e Gk l)( rsoniacatio ()f h( mor I'.lb ‘L] W, \h}(_ h a
lh]le.‘) b(.‘IILﬂ,ih ﬂ}ﬂ S'Lln", h(JT. l C d =} trace ()\I ts
3 . )rl.ath, ar d Ieﬂ.\ ES
Qe o S = - €S No trac its
pabhd.‘_;@ ﬁ.\CCI_) m th(_“ fu?\llrlant V erdur(. 3

story, where

In Cephalus : Procri
: phalus and Proeris the sun again appears, and hi
ing spear unwittingly causes the dea S e o
o hngeﬁ?_ }k e death of his beloved Procris
. s In a thicket (a place w .
‘ ‘e where th
dew lingers c Bhics ; s
ngers longest).” This interpretation has e
further confirmed 1 i i e i
! onin ed by philological researches, which prove tl
name e : : i
. 1e “ Proeris ” originated from a Sanskri -
e gin: Zous anskrit word meaning
[ & tl( 1d the stonies evidently arose from three simple
phrases, — ie sun loves the dew,’ ° l
‘ dew,” “‘the morni B
: . ; rni 7
sun,’ and  the sun kills the dew.’” T
In the tal l
e of Orpheus ; i i
g2 s Olp?lf:us and Eurydice, while some mythologists
= a_personification of the winds, which * tear up tre
as they cours 2 i ir wild . - 3
y course along, chanting their wild music,” orpn
rpheus and

others see a
B n embl L . R
em of “the morning, with its  Eurydice.

short-lived beauty.” E i
e )La:t). Eurydice, whose name, like that of Europa
comes from a Sanskrit w i ‘

a Sanskrit word denoting  the broad spreading ﬂticl;

of t /N ACTOSS i
hgh};ii?:z:(ir;:: th1€ sky,” is, of course, a personification of that
o T herpn?nt (.Jf f!ar‘kness: at twilight.”
P (;f ,da ;0 ff’)‘rn‘etlmﬂh considered as the sun, plunging into
yss of darkness, in hopes of overtaking the vanishing dawn,
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Eurydice; and as the light (Eurydice) reappears oppuosite the
is no more seen after the sun
that Orpheus has turned around

as parted from the wife he loved

place where he disappeared, but
himself has fairly risen,  they say
too soon to look at her, and sow
so dearly.”

His death in the forest, wh
him, and his severed head floated down the stream murmuring
also, perchance, have been intended to repre-
ath of the expiring wind, or the set-

en his strength had all forsaken

 Eurydice,” may
sent either the last faint bre
ting of the sun in blood-tinged clouds.
In the story of Phacton, whose name means “the bright and
shining one,” a description of the golden palace and car of the
sun is given us. Weare told that the venturesome

Phaeton. : : :
young charioteer, by usurping his father’s place,
and, in punishment for his misman-
(the fleecy white clouds), is hurled
launched by the hand of

causes incalculable mischief,
agement of the solar steeds
from his exalted seat by a thunderbolt
Jupiter.

“This story arose from phrases which spoke of drought as

caused by the chariot of Helios, when driven by some one who
to guide his horses; and the smiting of Phaeton

knew not how
f the time of drought by a

by the bolt of Zeus is the ending o
sudden storm of thunder.”

The story of Diana and Endymion has also be
as a sun myth, in which the name “ Endymion * refers specially
to the dying or setting sun, who sinks to rest on
Mount Latmus (“the land of forgetfulness,” de-
rived from the same root as  Leto ) Miiller, the great authority
1s, that, in the ancient poetical and proverbial
« Gelene loves and watches Endym-
embraces

en interpreted

Endymion.

in philology, tells ¢
language of Elis, people said,
jon,” instead of saying, “Tt is getting late;” ¢ Selene
1 of, “The sun is setting and the mc
» instead of, “1t1s

Endymion,” insteac on i
rising ;7 “ Selene kisses Endymion into sleep,
night.”

These expresaion& remaine

d long after their real meaning had
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cease ders
.LL[ l(; be understood ; and, as the human mind i
aAnxi0us 4 reason as re: 1
s fora reason as ready to invent one, a story arose witl
o ! . story arose without
o cious effort, that Endymion must have been a v
oved by a young maiden, Selene. e

s generally as

In the story Adoni
T ht_or} of Adonis some mythologists find anothe
]11)-t 1, in which Adonis, the shortlived sun. is slain

o : 1 sun, is slain

y ]ih(. boar, the demon of darkness, and passion oo
ate 1 by ili e

y mourf]e(l by the dawn or twilight (Venus), who utter]

fuses to exist without him. ‘ 2

I Sun

Te-

In the story iE
o :ulzt-r?!) Of, Fantalus (_lthe sun), who in time of drought
: Jupiter the flesh of his own offspring, Pelops (the wit
.crm[ fruits), and in punishment for his imh;iet' s
is d::)onu:d to hunger and torturing thirst, we [h'uZ:
again merely a story founded up;)n an : t

Tantalus,

182 xpression used in ti
of drought, w sun’s o
" -é];?- when the sun’s heat, becoming too intense, burns up
1e fruit his fosteri S 1 h :
e ais tostering rays had produced, and men exclaime(i
ants: L ] B - = - :
: }':u,s Is slaying and roasting his own child !? ;
n the same way the s 8 ; 5 .
o ne way the stone which Sisyphus painfully forced up
4 3 - . & se i ) : ‘
- I{ Esu&'nt, only to see it go rolling down and plunge into
i dark abyss enveloped in a great cloud of dust .
]ir- ;‘ e ; = i :
has been interpreted to represent the sun, which = 2Fros
15 no “sooner push D to I : '
shed up to the zenitl i
: 7 1 rolls dow
i , than it rolls down to the
The nan <l as 1 ifi
e 1e} of Ixion has been identified with the Sanskrit word
Akeskan ENOLNg o i =
a/, denoting one who is bound to a wheel, and has be
proved akin “to the G ) o
1e Greek axdn, the Latin aais
and the English ex/.” This whirli § of e
i is whirling wheel of
ire is the brigl f ch b .
<t }-: ehbngnt orb of day, to which he was bound by order of
Jupiter (the sky) because o
hhft ‘ {_} e ;}I“) because he dared insult Juno (the queen of the
> air); while Dia, his wife, is
. : a, his wife, is the dawn. the cc
e L 5 1 awn, the counterpart of
; I.l’ C‘UI‘UHI}-, Daphne, Procris, Eurydice, and Venus, in tl
oregoing illustrations. . ’ >’ .
One of the ates
. 11};!}( greatest of all the solar heroes is doubtless the
70C =rcules : i
n »%‘)f Ll;,ulm, born at Argos (a word signifying “ bright-
S rom the sk i Alemen .
the sky (Jupiter) and the dawn (Alcmene), who, in
- b}
5
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early infancy, throttles the serpents of darkness, and who, with
untiring strength and patience, plods through life, never resting,
and always on his journey performing twelve great
Hercules. = x :
tasks, interpreted to represent either the twelve
signs of the Zodiac, or the twelve months of the solar year, or
the twelve hours of daylight.
Like ‘Apollo and Cadmus, Hercules is forced to labor for
mankind against_ his will. We see him early in life united to
Megara, and, like Tantalus, slaying his own off-

Iole.
He loves and

spring in a sudden fit of madness.
is soon forced to leave lole, the violet-colored clouds. He per-
forms great deeds, slays innumerable demons of drought and
darkness on his way, and visits the enchanted land of the Hes-
perides, — a symbol of the western sky and clouds at sunset.
The main part of his life is spent with Deianeira (“ the destroy-
ing spouse”), a personification of the daylight; but toward the
end of his career he again encounters Tole, now

Deianeira. - - E
It 1s then that Deianeira

the beautiful twilight.
(the daylight), jealous of her rival’s charms, sends him the bloody
Nessus robe, which he has no sooner donned, than he tears it
from his bleeding limbs, ascends the burning pile, and ends his
career in one grand blaze,— the emblem of the sun setting in a
framework of flaming crimson clouds.

Like all solar heroes, he too has unerring poisoned weapons

(“ the word zos, ¢a spear,’ is the same in sound as the word Zo5,

‘ poison’ ), of which he is shorn only at death.
Perseus also belongs to this category of myths. Danae, his
mother, either the earth (Zzzo means “ burnt earth ”) or the dawn,
a daughter of Acrisius (darkness), is born in Argos

Perseus. : E
Loved by Jupiter, the all-embracing

(brightness).
sky, she gives birth to the golden-haired Perseus, a persomfica-
tion of the radiant orb of day; and he, like many another
solar hero, is cast adrift immediately after his birth, owing to an
ominous prophecy that he will slay the darkness from which he

originally sprang.
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\~ HDI?H as Perseus attains manhood, he j
agamst his will into the distant land of 1h" :
conquer the terrible Medusa, “ti : :
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1€ starlit night, solemn n its
N g d :
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In company wi
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D Sig-
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prophecy by slaying Acrisius (the
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e ' until he has acquired strength

™ or } ) ne i ] i 1 ‘

gh to wicld his invincible sword then journeys c d 1

o0 Tune vinel - 1EYS Onwar

A f_] of his father, performing countless ore >

eht of manking e slays o

Lon 1. .”L slays the Minotaur, the terrible monster of
argness, and ecarries off the dawn (Ariadne) ; -

at deeds for the ben-

e “'h()lll hL‘ ‘\‘ how-
: 2 =41 ; 1S, how
CVE 3 fn] ced to JILE ?l_IUII ‘\h“ﬂl\.‘ atter on ”]L‘ [\'I‘]]ld I' \:

) - 514N Ol INaGxos.

I'n his subsequent r- =t :
>rbsequent career we find him the mvoluntary cause of
ary cause o

his father’s des It
s father’s death, then wa INg against the Centaur (
L & ' = E =

V : Jers =
tions of the clouds, through which i

times forced to fight his way). g the victorious sun is some-
el g : 4Y); then again plunging for a short
dece t 1.{1[1; the depths of Tartarus, whence he emerges
e m,i“"h;}‘m(,-_“i].d”'-‘ We see l‘n.m uniting his fate to ]'iueegir:l
j S1%, asister of ithe beautiful dawn he loved in 1
Ie ends his eventfyl career by being hurled

¥ being ed he

cliff I
nto the sea,— an emblem of the sun

1s youth.

adlong from a

he which often seems tc

;'hm\_,n. into the waves at eventide e
’ :

in lrL' stor Gt § & i € 3
) y t.f “]( .\ gonautic (\.I)Ll][[iiln W h.'i\'{' .'\lh"l na
L§ > 3 t mas,

who marties N i
b H-.l]]]w”b}:\tllhde (the mist). Their children are Phryxus
(the cold and warm air, or “personifications of the
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clouds), carried off to the far east by the mm‘—who:; ;itrvll:i;rz
fleece was-but an emblem of the rays of the_sun— o },‘ir
them to escape from the baleful l'nﬂlit“['i(‘{ of ‘t 1(1 1

e stepmother Ino (the broad daylight), who woulc

fain encompass their destruction. : S
emblem of the condensation of vapor, i3
Helle, an ;

she 1s The ship Argo
her exalted seat into the sea, where she is lost. The ship Ar

s 4 pare shich con-
45 g symbol of the earth as a parent, which «

Medea. Tt

: o e
tains in itself the germs of all living things.

TeW 15 CO) O5CC aimn ! - Ny € St C t
nPOSC i mal 1\ f solar heroes s lu 1 ]_UL
C W ( = ol e

i -ecovers by the
(the rays of the sun), which Jason recovers by

.0 flecce :
e After slaying the dragon (the demon of

8] dea (t il !).
dl[l ,\ll h.c { h{ dawr 0
Fetes I 2SS f&“!(_r. 1S a ]JU sonificatior f lhﬁ

etes, 1\ LdL ]

drought). - L
: which vainly attempts to rtecover his childre

a = away by the all-
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darkness,
dawn and hight
Rl rli .xt charms Jason; and
Glauce (the broad daylight) nex e e S
HOIS 1 Tobe which causes her death is woven by I g iy
e he evening twilight, who mounts her dragon car
S i:dLﬂic.-s t:the f:;1‘ east, forsaking l-u‘r husband (the
| about to sink into the sleep of

the

sun) in his old age, when he is
death.

Meleager is also a solar hero. e g
; i - and wide, he re s , slay
ition, d andering far and wide, :
-xpedition, and wanc g ? 2, . B
5 , the boar (or drought fiend), loves, but 1mr¥; : ’[;
: : i is finally slat

s Atalanta (the dawn maiden), and 15 finally

After joining the Argonautic

3 ) ~ £ 25 yrand upon
} S5 nother, v h casts 1nto the Ames th ]
y his own mo E X W casts ] s i € L¥ 1

which his existence depends.
In the Theban solar myth, 1

a5 €10 I 1tmit ) 1S e ) JEeMm O (! li\n(}'-?\‘, W hf )
i - Lh(. emblen f da
i ]Ll 1 mus } - :

] . SrSOni
marrving Jocasta (like Tole, a- perso 2
i F daw >COMES
e the violet-tinted clouds of dawn), becc
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i is ex : e bz
Early in life (Edipus is exposed on th s
an emblem of the horizontal rays of the nising

aius (derived from the same root
. after
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seem to lie for a while upon the mountain slopes, ere they rise
to begin their journey.
He too, like Cadmus, Apollo,

Hercules, Perseus, Theseus,
and Jason, is forced to wande

r far from home, and, after a pro-

and slays Laius (the darkness),
from whom he derived his existence

of drought, the Sphinx, whose

fast,”—a creature who had

longed journey, encounters

, and kills the dread monster
VEry name means “‘ one who binds
imprisoned the rain in the clouds,
and thus cansed great distress. :
Urged on by unrelenting fate, he marries his own mother,
Jocasta, now the violet-tinted twilight, and ends his life amid
lightning flashes and rolls of thunder,

after being accompanied to
the end of his course by Antigone (**

the pale light which springs
up opposite the sun at his setting ”)-  This story — which at first
was merely intended to signify that the sun (CE

tdipus) must slay
the darkness (Laius) and linger for a while beside the violet-col-

ored clouds (Jocasta) —having lost its physical meaning, the
Thebans added the tragic sequel, for it seemed but poetic justice
that the author of such crimes should receive signal punishment.

As the fumenides, or Erinnyes, were at first merely the search-
ing light of day, from which nothing can be hidden, they came
gradually to be considered the detectives and
2 it ? Eumenides.
avengers of crime, and were therefore said to take
possession of a criminal at the end of his course, and hurry him
down into darkness to inflict horrible torments upon him.

In the story of Bellerophon, although the name originally
came from Bellero (some ““ power of darkness, drought, winter,
or moral evil ) and from phon or Dhontes (a word

. : : : = Bellerophon.
derived from the Sanskrit fan-/3. “the killer ),
the Greeks, having forgotten the signification of the first part of
the word, declared this hero was the murderer of Bellero, his
brother, for which involuntary crime he was driven from home,
and forced to wander about in search of shelter.

We find this hero, although enticed by Anteia (the dawn),
virtuously hastening away, then sent against his will to fight




